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GENERAL EDITOR’S PREFACE 


The work of editing the present \olumc in the series Fort William — 
India House Correspondence was entrusted to Prof C S Srmivasachari of 
the Annaraalai Unnersity, the eminent historian who later became Pnncipal 
of Pachaiyappa's College at Kanchcepuram His sad demise in 1951 prevented 
him from completing the work, which had therefore to be done in the Depart- 
ment The volume covers the letters to and from the Court of Directors in 
the Public Department during the period 1764-65 However, a few relevant 
letters from and to the Governors as well as the Select Committee at Fort 
William in the original senes have been included with a view to maintaining 
continuity 

In editing the text all available copies have been carefully compared 
from the pomt of view of veracity of fact and accuracy of language, and 
readings which seemed more suitable have been chosen With regard to the 
use of capital letters and punctuation the text has been modernised to a 
certain extent for quick and easy reading , but such changes have been reduced 
to the barest minimum Superior letters have been brought down and full 
stops added to facilitate printing Correct readings considered essential for 
the elucidation of the text have been given m square brackets 

My thanks are due to the Director General of Archaeology, Government 
of India, for supplying photographic copies of illustrations available in various 
institutions and to the trustees of the Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta, the 
pubhshers of Bengal Past and Present, the Commonwealth Relations Office, 
London, and the Government of Madras, for permission to utilise the paintings 
and portraits from their collections 

I am grateful to the staff of the Publication Branch of the National 
Archives of India, particularly to Miss D G Keswam and Messrs D L Kaka 
and N H Kulkamee, who have spared no efforts to bring out the volume 
m its present form 


National Archives of India, 
New Delhi, 

2 July 1962 


K D Bhargava 
Director of Archives, 
Government of India 
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INTRODUCTION 


The years 1764-66 covered by this volume of correspondence between 
the Board at Fort William and the Court of Directors m London, witnessed 
some of the most striking events m the history of the British empire in India 
Published for the first time m extenso, these records combme the most signi- 
ficant information with faithful pictures of the greater England that came to 
birth m the second half of the 18th century Clive's victories m Bengal had 
transformed the position of the Enghsh East India Company m India From 
a mere trading body it had acquired the status of a pohcal power, responsible 
for the government of a very large population spread over an immense area, 
and Indian chiefs vied with and betrayed one another in order to ingratiate 
themselves with the colossus that they had helped to create Gradually, 
through diverse experiments, the Company built up its political, social and 
economic institutions The power of the Mughal had already begun to totter, 
and the extent of the imperial authority was continuously reduced until at 
length it prevaded nowhere except in Delhi and its immediate environment 
The sovereign of the empire whose friendship and al fiance the first potentates 
of Europe had courted and to whom they had sent respectful embassies, 
humbly beseechmg his protection for their subjects trading m his dominions, 
was now a mere pageant of royalty The Nawab of Bengal was a pensioner 
of state, a stipend enjoying figure-head for the use of the servants of the East 
India Company 

But the unstable and shifting political situation that had ensued as 
a result of the mditary power of the Company and the talents and character 
of Robert Clive, assumed critical proportions when the control passed to 
weaker hands The appointment of Henry Vansittart, a Madras civilian of 
14 years standing, irritated the members of the- Bengal Council who consi- 
dered the governorship as belonging to them of right They, therefore, set 
themselves to thwart his measures at a time when exigencies of administration 
required the greatest unanimity Grossly neglecting the directives of the 
Governor and the interests of the Company, they devoted all their energies 
to enriching themselves at the expense of the so-called rulers of Bengal 
Macaulay has described die misgovernment which followed die departure 
of Clive in 1760 “At every one of these revolutions (change of Nawabs), the 
new prince divided among Ins foreign masters whatever could be scraped 
together from the treasury of his fallen predecessor The immense popula- 
tion of his dominions was given up as a prey to those who had made him a 
sovereign, and who could unmake him The servants of the Company 
obtained, not for their employers, but for themselves, a monopoly of almost 
the whole mternal trade Every servant of a British factor was armed 
with all the power of his master, and his master was armed with all the power 
of the Company Enormous fortunes were dius rapidly accumulated at 
Calcutta, while thirty millions of human beings were reduced to the extre- 
mity of wretchedness 5,1 

1 Critical and Historical Essays (1850), p 521 

Vol IV— B 
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The Proprietors of the Company saw with dismay their dreams of pros 
penty vanishing. Fresh military victories were won at Buxar in 1/64 the 
power of Nawab Vazir Shujaud Daulah of Oudh was crushed and his domi 
mom were partitioned. But the proprietors seemed to gain no new dividend 
from this continuous aggrandizement. Hi ere arose, therefore, a demand 
for the reappointment of Cine ns the on!) man competent to cope with this 
situation. Hm volume covers Clues second administration from May J765 
to December 1766. 


Altr Qastm 

After Plasscy Chic installed Mir Jafar as Nawab but on the plea of 
alleged maladministration and treachery he was replaced by his son in law 
Mir Qasim. The new Nawab who was ambitious and rather hot headed 
was not slow to discoscr that the abuses of which hu predecessor liad com 
plained had not ceased to exist. In fact there could be no stabdity in Bengal 
so long as the Nawab considered himself as an independent ruler and the 
Lngluh claimed privileges wholl) inconsistent with such soscrcignt) The 
exemption from duties demanded by the Company s servants for their pnsatc 
trade and the insolence of their gumashtas and oilier Indian agents provided 
numerous occasions for friction and an open rupture between Mir Qasim 
and the Lngluh seemed imminent and inevitable. Complaints and counter 
complaints fast multiplied The Nawab protested that the gomastahs of die 
Lngluh gendemen have set up the trade of salt tobacco dried fish urn ben 
&c and purchase from the country people by force and extoruon and arc 
continuallj making unjust duputes and wrangling with my officers so that 
the poor die inhabitants die merchants and manufacturers of my country 
arc oppressed and both you and myself arc troubled with unjust vexation*." 1 
The Court of Director* also believed that Mir Qasim had jtnt cause for coin 
plaint "the conduct and behaviour of man) of our servants have been mum 
slstcnt with their duty to and detrimental to the interest of the Company 
in a variety of instances which too glaringly apjvcar ujion die face of your 
said registers, parucularl) widi respect to the present Subah of Bengal 
Cosslm Aly Khan with whom it u most evident the strictest friendship and 
harmon) ought to have been cultivated instead whereof he and Im govern 
ment luvc met with so much improjxrr and injurious treatment ami been 
defrauded in lus revenue* bv the licentious trade of our said servant* and 
the agents acting under and countemneed h\ them, to so great a degree 
that we dread the consequences " \an«ittan also had been of the same 
opinion and in I7G 1 visited Mir Qa im at Mooghvr to reach an ambaMr 
scttlcmcnt on the points at i sue The Nawab urged the total alx Imoft i f 
the inland private trade of the Imglith \amittart agreed that they lud n 
right to it under the imperial firman but was loth to surrender an advantage 
which bad been enjoyed bv the (amipanv s servants firr over five sear 
Finally a compromise was reached the tmjxrrt and cv| rt trade of the Ca«m 
pane was to be exempted from duties but the Company* t/airaf would r « 
l>e valid far Inland trade Ihitic* were to l>c pvid «m all pv«d» of inland trade 
at the fisexl rate t J 9 ^ on the prime tint at the j dares where the p »l> wrfr 

llmij \/n nun, i Nj** tr* cj ft T * fa f/f (I 0*1. \ I Rf * 

T J 
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provided Any disputes arising out of this arrangement were to be heard 
and determmed by the Nawab’s officers 

The Court of Directors appreciated Vansittart’s good intentions in reach- 
mg this agreement, 4 but of greater immediate significance was the opposi- 
tion and hostility of the Calcutta Council Vansittart m concluding the 
settlement with Mir Qasirn had not taken any one into his confidence except 
the young Councillor Warren Hastings who had accompanied him to 
Monghyr, and the majority viewed it with rancour and hostility They 
rejected the Governor’s regulations and decided that although the English 
were entitled by the farman to trade m country produce duty-free, the Nawab 
could be allowed a 2 J4 per cent duty on salt only, and that the gumashtas of 
the Enghsh would not be subject to the jurischcnon of the Nawab’s officials But 
m the meantime Mir Qasim, without waiting for general orders to be issued, 
had divulged the plan to his officers who started tyrannizing over the Com- 
pany’s gumashtas The Company’s servants, on the other hand, resisted 
these demands for payment of the duties fixed by Vansittart unless they were 
instructed by the Council to do so and sought to protect their trade even by 
resorting to force The Nawab, finding that Vansittart’s orders were either 
evaded or disobeyed and that lus representations produced no effect, became 
indignant and impanent “If the Enghsh gomashtahs will carry on their 
trade, according to the custom practised by other merchants, it is well If 
not, I have no resource, but to make use, as you do, of expressions tending 
to dissolve our friendship My reputation and honour are dearer to me than 
life If you are inclined to let friendship subsist between us, you ought to 
lay aside these disturbances and altercations, which must produce a rupture, 
and if you are inclined to break with me, let me know it immediately, that 
I may have nothing further to do with these things, for I can bear them no 
longer ” 5 In desperate retaliation he resolved to abohsh all duties for two 
years on all goods of all merchants, msisted on the removal of English troops 
from Patna and detained six boats laden with muskets for that place The 
Government at Fort William looked upon the conduct of the Nawab as an 
open declaration of war, and Ellis, the Chief of Patna factory, brought the 
question to the arbitrament of the sword by his roughly planned and ill- 
conducted attack on Patna on 25 June 1763 Mir Qasim had recently taken 
great pains, m view of such a contingency, to recruit soldiers and discipline 
them and he welcomed Ellis’s attack “Exult not upon the success which 
you have gamed merely by treachery and night assaults By the will of God, 
you shall see m what manner this shall be revenged and retaliated ” 6 

The President and Council decided to depose Mir Qasim and concluded 
a treaty with Mir Jafar on 10 July 1763 reinstating him in the subahdan of 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa The Court of Directors welcomed this decision 7 
War was declared against Mir Qasim and prosecuted with the utmost vigour 
Major Adams advanced to Murshidabad and within four months inflicted on 
Mir Qasim a series of defeats at Katwa, Gheria, Sooty and Udanala The 
hard-pressed Nawab fled to Patna and in a nan ton spirit of rage and revenge 

4 P 8 

4 Vansittart, op cit , pp 57-8 

"Mir Qasim to Mai Adams, 9 September 1763, Vansittart, op cit , n 369 

T P 43 
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put to death all Jus English prisoner* including Ellis ho inveterate enemy 
His Indian chieftains refused to undertake this criminal commission but the 
notorious European adventurer Walter Reinhardt (aha* Samru) personally 
supervised the butchery But Patna was captured on 6 l\o\ ember and 
Mir Qasira vras hunted out of his dominions. On 5 December he crossed 
the Karamnasa and sought refuge in Oudh 


Shujaud Daulah 

Shujaud Daulah the Natvab Vazir of Oudh was an arabitmui ruler At 
this time neutrality had no place in his policy and he tool the keenest 
interest In the struggles that were going on around him The Mughal 
Emperor Shall A lam after an unsuccessful bid to recover lus throne had 
sought the Nawab Vazir* support, and the latter deeded to utilize him n« a 
tool for tlic prosecution of his own design*. Shah A tarn wrote the Calcutta 
Council “will neicr be in possession of his capital nor of anv real authority 
All remittances said to be made to the King arc in truth so much money 
thrown into the hands of Shuja Dowla to be employed pcrliaps against 
the very person that gave it.'** 

Now Mir Qasim had come to Allahabad with the remnant of hn defeated 
army Shaujaud Daulah had no hope of getting Bihar from the Enghsli. lie 
therefore pledged his support and assistance to Mir Qasim and the terms of 
alliance were sperddr settled. Thereupon both the hngh«h and the new allies 
prepared for war 

It seemed however tint the Company* army was in no mood for battle 
Since Plaucy military service in Bengal had been an extremely profitable pro- 
position and a jpinr of insubordination and licentiousness was rampant. 
Indeed carl) m t76J a ctmgrroci* merrmy appc.ircr/ rtr he mg * A further 
disadvantage was the apparent want of energy and enterprise manifested by 
the new commander Major Camac Rather than carry the war into Shujaud 
Daulah* territory he decided to await an attack Thu police though later 
commended l»\ the Directors '• was acceptable neither to tlw army nor tr the 
Council at Calcutta 11 and against his will Lamac was goaded to advarne 
On 3 Mae a desultory liattle with no consequence was fought at I anch Paliari 
near Patna The army tsas anxious to pursue Shujaud Daulah and rum 
this repulse into a complete rout but was restrained The Nawab \arir 
salvaged all his equipment and retreated to Buxar Thus ended a lurrcti 
campaign which though marketl by no p^mte ilio ter reflect little credit 
on it* commanding officer 

< se'eral overtures were now made to secure an accommodation tlrxifh 
mu directly l»j Shtifainl Daulah lumwlf Hit I-ni|>eror expro cd )n« willing 
ness to mediate But the laighsh rcfii'cd to negiHufr until Mu Qa*»m 
Samru wetc surrendered to thetii But Shujaud Daulah rrfu eil to hand 
them os ct an«l in i test on the cesshm i f Bihar l«cf«»rr he would h tm t any 
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terms the English might dictate So hoth sides once more prepared them- 
selves for a trial of strength 

The Board at Fort William was informed that Shujaud-Daulah was 
planning to mvade their territories and, realising that his enthusiasm was 
born of Carnac’s timid leadership m the last campaign, transferred the com- 
mand to Major Munro Scarcely had Munro joined when the sepoy batta- 
lions displayed m a worse form those signs of mutiny which had been earlier 
repressed with great difficulty Munro believed that the situation warranted 
summary and drastic action He pursued and arrested all the sepoys who 
had marched off with their arms demanding increase of pay and prize money, 
selected about thirty of the leading mutineers, had them tried by the field 
court-martial and, when they were found guilty and sentenced to death, had 
them blown off from guns This ended all efforts at mutiny and desertion, 
and, within four months on 6 October, Munro felt himself strong enough to 
lead his troops against the Nawab Vazir at Buxar Jealousy and intrigue 
were rife m the rival camp Shah Alam, who brought to the allied cause 
htde more than the halo of his imperial title, was no better than a prisoner, 
and made several offers to come to terms with die English Mir Qasim was 
m an even worse plight The Nawab Vazir treated him with marked and 
studied msolence , he was robbed and confined m prison On 22 October, 
when the English force arrived at Buxar, Shujaud-Daulah released him, 
provided him with a lame elephant and dismissed him But a man of courage 
and some military skill, there was no reason why Shujaud-Daulah should not 
have given a good account of himself against Munro’s comparatively small 
force Impatient of delay, however, he resolved to attack and this proved his 
undoing The action began at 9 o’clock on 23 October and by noon all was 
over The allied armies were routed and Shujaud-Daulah abandoned all his 
stores and equipment A fearful scene of carnage ensued In the last 
struggle for life “so many perished that at last a bridge, three hundred yards 
long, was formed of their bodies over which the survivors escaped ” 13 

The Aftermath of Buxar 

At Buxar both the Nawab Vazir and the Company were playing for high 
stakes Shujaud-Daulah risked his entire dominion, which stretched from 
Saharanpur to the Karamnasa, m an effort to snatch the fertile provinces of 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa For the English defeat would have meant the 
end of their rule m this part of India , as it was, they found themselves un- 
disputed masters of the entire country up to Allahabad Buxar completed the 
process begun at Plassey seven years before The English were now one of 
the most important powers m India, the Nawab Vazir’s power was completely 
reduced, Mir Qasim ceased to be a political force and Shah Alam had sought 
the Company’s protection 

Paralysed by the unexpected defeat, Shujaud-Daulah was anxious to 
come to terms But the Enghsh declared the surrender of Mir Qasim and 
Samru to be an indispensable preliminary 14 The Nawab Vazir stdl had 
sufficient sense of honour to look on such a surrender of those ■who had sought 

13 Col G B Malleson, Decis Battles of Indta (1914), pp 204-5, 
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refuge with him a* an act of infamy 11 Moreover Mir Qaiim was by now 
beyond hu reach. Thu luckless person had managed to escape on the lame 
elephant and after an unbroken senes of misfortune* ended his day* in ex 
tremc poverty near Delhi in 1777 u A* for Samru the Nawab Vazir offered 
to invite him to an entertainment and to have him assassinated in the 
presence of the English. Thu certainly was a less honourable alternative to 
surrender and the English indignantly refected the offer Instead thev 
agreed not to insist on the surrender of Mir Qasim and Samru provided 
Shujaud Daulah himself punished them by ordering a public exccuuon. ,r 
Samru however fcanng such a fate, fled while it was yet possible. 

Meantime Shujaud Daulah retired to Allahabad sought to rally his forces 
and bcscechcd several Influential chieftains for help Munro, expecting a 
second engagement broke up the siege of Chunar which had been under 
taken by a detachment under Major Pcmhlc and took up new positions at 
Benares. He soon however quit the command to embark for Furopc and 
Major Fletcher temporarily took charge in January 1765 Fletcher bid siege 
to Allahabad and Chunar nnd captured them m February Thus all strong 
holds of the Nawab Vozlr were m the possession of the English Tills com 
pletcly damped the ardour of his soldiers and subjects Many of the troops 
deserted the whole country submitted without any further attempt at resi t 
ance and the Nawab Vazlr sought refuge among the Bohlllas But still 
undaunted he sought new alliances and in the company of Imadul MulL the 
ex Vazir of Famikhahad and Malhar Rao Holkar advanced to Kora. Once 
more however on 3 Mnv 1765 the Company s force* gained the dav and the 
three chiefs were compelled to fall back. Shujaud Daulah now capitulated 
and the Council at Fort William was not disinclined to come to reasonable 
terms The preliminaries of a treats were settled hut ratification was post 
poned pending the arrival of Give. On 3 May 1765 Give assumed charge 
as Governor for the second time and the negotiations were finally concluded 
in the form of a treaty at Allahabad on 16 August 1765 

By this treaty of Allahabad Shujaud Daulah was given luck all hi< 
territories with the exception of the two districts of Kora and Allahabad 
which were resened for the Emperor Gnc justified this action as proceed 
mg more from the policy of not extending the Company* territorial posses 
dons than from the generous principle of attaching Shah Abm for eicr bv 
gratitude to the Company* interest'* The English forces were to l*r 
withdrawn from the Varirs dominions lmt a defensive alliance was to In- 
formed Ixrtween the Company and the Naw-ih Varlr and the Nawab of Bengal 
In consideration of the largr expenditure incurred by the Company during 
the war Shujaud Daulah exempted it from the jumimt of duties on trade 
throughout lus kingdom lie further agreed to pat to the Company a w* r 
indemnity of fifty lakh* of rupees The surrender r f Mir Onim an 1 Sjmru 
was no I nger in lus power hut he agreed not to rrcenc them 

The treaty of I "65 f >rms a landmark in the history r f On !li It cl»*d 
a pn longed and blnodr struggle ami Iwgan a perm*! r f lasting peate Tliough 
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Shujaud-Dnulali was formally recognized as an equal power, he became in 
facr a subordinate and protecred ally None of bis successors dared to defy 
the British might and Oudh remained a subsen lent state till it was further 
emasculated by Lord Wellesley in 1803 and finally extinguished by Lord 
Dalhousic in 1S56 One’s settlement, which laid the foundation of all future 
relations with Oudh. was the most permanent achievement of his second 
administration 


Mir Jafar and the Diwani 

In Tuly 1763. as we bate seen, the Company recalled Mir Jafar, now 72 
years of age and scarcely able to mmc, from his retirement and restored 
him to the maenad of Bengal Tn return Mir Jafar not only guaranteed to 
the Company all its former rights and prndeges but also conceded exemption 
from all duties except the 2/z per cent duty on salt which the Company’s ser- 
vants voluntarily agreed to pay, and promised as a war indemnity thirty lakhs 
of rupees to the Company and large donations to the army and navy, and rcsti 
tution money to pm ate merchants The last stipulations shocked the Directors 
who condemned their servants’ unbounded thirst after riches "Indeed when 
we consider the present state of the country involved for years past in continual 
w’ars, and drained of its riches and the blood of its inhabitants, it is impossible 
for us to suppose our own servants capable of adding so greatly to its miseries, 
by compelling or even persuading the Nabob to pay such exorbitant sums 
of money, and at a time when by all accounts he is himself m the greatest 
distress” 10 Mir Jafar, restored on such conditions, was naturally at the mercy 
of the English He was brought down to Calcutta on 3 September 1764 and 
was ordered to contribute five lakhs of rupees per month so long as the Com- 
pany found itself at war with Mir Qasim and Shujaud-Daulah As for the 
Company’s servants, they demanded for themselves at first twenty lakhs, then 
raised the demand to forty lakhs, and finally fixed it at forty-eight lakhs 
"The effrontery exhibited during these five years of crime makes one blush 
for the honour of England ” 20 

On the death of Mir Jafar in February 1765 the question of appointing 
his successor arose Such selections of the rulers of Bengal formed one of 
the most lucrative occupations of the Board at Fort William In return for 
the payment of twelve lakhs of rupees by way of presents and the exemption 
of the inland trade from all duties the Governor Spencer and his Council 
enthroned Mir Jafar’s eldest son, Najmud-Daulah 

But other changes followed the victory at Buxar and the arrival of 
Chve Immediately after the battle the Emperor Shah Alam commenced 
negotiations with the English and the Calcutta Council transferred to him 
Shujaud-Daulah’s kingdom provided he conferred on the Company the 
zammdan of Ghazipur and Benares with the same rights and m as full a 
manner as it had been held bv Shujaud-Daulah and met all the expenses 
of the war from the time of his joining the Enghsh 21 But Chve, soon 
after taking charge, unceremoniously discarded the settlement Instead he 

13 P ps 

30 T C Marshman, History of India, Vol I, p 307 
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compelled Shah Alam In return for the two districts of Allahabad and Kora 
and the payment of an annual sum of twenty-six lakh* of rupees for fus 
expenses and the support of his dignity to confer the Dnrant of Bengal Bihar 
and Orrna on the Company and to confirm the grants of lands to the Com 
pany and of a ;ogir to hlmielf by the former Kawabs. 

The Dnrant connoted the superintendence of the lands and revenue col lee 
tions and he who held this office was second only to the Nawab Vazir in the 
administration of the Mughal Empire. The Drxan was appointed bv the 
Emperor and was wholly independent of the A r o~im or Nawab who had no 
legal nght to interfere in the management of the revenues. The Select Com 
mittee ex plained to the Court of Directors that the Dnrani involved the 
collection of all the revenues and after defraying the expenses of the armr 
and allowing sufficient funds for the support of the htzamat the remittance 
of the remainder to the Emperor ** 

It was in 1758 when the reputation of the Compnnv stood high among 
the country powers that the Mughal Emperor first offered to vest them with 
the responsibility of collecting the revenues of the stilnih of Bengal amounting 
to over two hundred and fifty lakhs “Such a dignity** wrote the Fort William 
authorities to the Directors annexed to vour Presidency would give extra 
ordinary weight to the Company in the Empire which nothing could be 
able to remove however though repeated proposals hare been made to the 
President yet nt this critical conjunction he has been under the necessity of 
evading them Shah Alam repeated hi* offer of the Dnrant In 1761 

and 1763 but die Company fearing the ill will of the Nawab and the other 
European powers in Bengal declined. The Court of Directors expressed their 
approval.* 4 But in 1765 circumstances had gTeatlv changed. The entire 
control of the provinces had devolved upon the British and the office of the 
Dnrant seemed to offer a perennial source ol revenue CUrc a/«o bel/etc*/ 
that thii open acceptance of responsibility would nd the Company* Govern 
mem of corruption and place the administration on n stable footing' 1 As 
for the extension of the scope of the Company* authority Clive wav realistic 
enough to see that it was inevitable. “Assure vourself dial the Company mu t 
other be what they are or be annihilated.** 1 ' Chvc al«o believed that as the 
Dnrant in theory conferred no sovereign authority foreign government* would 
and could tale no umbrage But wliatcver the legal position the fa<t re 
mamed that the farntan of August 1765 placed the seal on Brill h supremacy 
in Bengal and for the first time gave a bodv of traders the legal statu* of a 
power in India Burke trulv remarked when hr heard of tlii trjmjidon 
that it was “the great act of constitutional entrance of the Gmpanv int > 
the body politic of India It gave to the settlement of Bengal a fitrd c *fl*u 
tutional form with a Irgal title acknm*Icdgrd mil rrt»*gni/cd now ( *r the 
first time by all the natural p»mrr» of dir cmintrv Ixxausc if ar "e fn*m the 
charter of the undoubted sovereign While Shah Alum hn! no practical 
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authority in Bengal and was giving away what was not rcnlh his to gno. 
some value attached to the imperial Jarman And the Directors now willing 
to exercise power and dominion, appro\ed of Cine’s settlement and accept id 
the Dtwani "when we consider th.it the barrier of the eountrv government 
was entirely broke down and even Englishman throughout the eounm annul 
with an authority that owned no superior and exercising his power to tlu 
oppression of the helpless names who knew not whom to obc\, at such a 
crisis we cannot hesitate to approve vour obtaining the Druanmr foi the 
Company ” 2R 

The functions of the Dizvani were exercised on behalf of the Compun 
by their Resident at Murshidabad Darbar who acted as the collector of the 
King's rc\cnucs, under the inspection and control of the Select Committee at 
Fort William The Nawab Nazim consented to accept Rs 5,3Sd. 131-9 0 curs 
\ear as an adequate allowance for the support of the Nizamat hut tlu 
Directors insisted that the Company’s authority should extend to nothing 
beyond the superintendence of the rcNcnue collections and the receipt of the 
Naw all’s payments 'The administration of justice, the appointment to 
offices, /cmmdarrics, in short, whatever comes under the denomination of 
end administration, we understand, is to remain in the hands of the Nabob 
or his ministers” 10 It was also not thought prudent, either In tlu Council 
at Fort William or by the Directors, to vest the immediate management of 
the revenues in English hands This had been tried in the provinces reded 
by Mir Qasim hut the experiment had proved a failure European collectors 
had little knowledge of the country and its civil institutions and tlnir ap 
pomtment onlv served to rouse jealousv among Indian and European powers 
so Clive recommended the exclusive emplovment of Indians as both mo t 
convenient and least invidious Muhammad Rota Khan vva* appointed \atb 
Drunn m 1 76*5 and served in this capacity for seven vc irs He was dre idv 
the Xml) Nazim , and lest he should abuse this concentration of powers Ik w k 
itlcKtd to relinquish the ihirgt of the \azim and was assoennd in tlu wo A 
of the Drum t with Knj i Durlabhram and the hauler Khuslnl Ch ind J,e» <t 
Sth. while the Resident it Mtirshidab id was instructed to <\irei<< i vit'dmt 
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The enure country was regarded a* an estate and a source of profit to the 
East India Company A statement of revenues and expenses of Bengal In 
the first six years after the grant of the Dream reveals that nearly one-third 
of the net annual revenues of Bengal was remitted to England,” In addition 
there was the payment by Indian rulers for military semets donations to 
the army compcnsanon to individuals and the saving* of the Company s 
servants. Private fortunes were remitted by bills on the English and fornpn 
companies This method of transferring wealth to England led to an 
enormous increase of exports over imports Vcrclst hi* computed the figures 
for 1766-6S as imports of bullion by European companies — £624 .375 exports 
of commodities and bullion — £6,311.250 There was also the export of bullion 
in considerable quantity to Brnwh settlements in China and elsewhere 
During the years 1757-66 this drain amounted to over 8 million pounds 
sterling* 4 The loss of bullion particularly of silver led to an alarming 
scarcity of coin,** But the Directors apparently believing that the nches of 
Bengal were limitless paid no heed and this natunlly impoverished the 
province and brought it almost to the brink of disaster 

Administratively the dual system resulted in the total instability of the 
Nawab# Government The collectors of revenue were responsible not to him 
but to the Company and the army too was under them in their capacity 
as the authorities responsible for the defence of the prorjnrr*, So ihe 
Ntzamal deprived of soldiery lacked the necessary sanctions to enforce its 
criminal jurisdiction On the other hand the Company refused to accept 
responsibility not only for the criminal jurisdiction but even for the conduct 
of the civil courts which till then had been generally accepted os part of the 
Durant ” The dual system In fact came to mnn In practice the abandon 
ment of all control of the machinery of government A whole horde of 
zamtndars amils qanungoi tnutauiddti and other minor officials were let 
loose to raue what they pleased from the cultiratnr* and traders If the 
victim* appealed to the Nawab he had no officers through whom he could 
enforce justice if the complaints were referred to die Company* Resident 
at Murshidabad he had no means of ascertaining how far they were genuine 
All told Richard Bcclicr Resident at the Dorhar had much cause for Iwhev 
ing that within four year* of the grant of the Durant this fine Country 
which flourished under the most despotic and arbitrary Government Is 'crging 
towards its Rum whde the English have really »o great a share in the Ail 
ministration, ’*** But Clive still refused to associate responsibility with 
authontv and felt It verv necessary to prrscnr w thc prr*cnt appearance cf 
the Nawab * power" 

CUvr s Japr 

Cognate with the grant of the Durant was the question <f Oi»r« /i*or 
which in the years P64 aroused a great deal of controversy I >th In JaigUn I 
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right to the jagtr on a permanent tenure and when dire .uprated that it 
irntcd him better to .ecu re a tenure of ten year, xf he bred to tone thev 
readily agreed." The authontie. in India were informed that all former 
order, regarding the ;agt r were cancelled and all sum. of monev which had 
been retamed in conjeqtienee of thorn orders .hould be paid to Cine on hit 
arrival or in tht meantime to hU attorney * 4i 

There ii no doubt that in accepting the Presidentship Clive was ns much 
raotirated by the possibility of safeguarding hu jagtr agaimt all future 
attacks o« by the need to re-establish order m Bengal TOcn he readied 
a settlement with Shah A lam he took care to secure along with the grant 
of the Dnrant to the Company the confirmation of hb own jagtr The 
wording of the famian was obviously his for it synchronize* with the terms 
of his agreement with the Court of Directors the said Purgannnhs are 
confirmed ns an unconditional jaguecr to the High and MIghtv aforesaid 
from the 16th May of the 1764th \ear of the Christian stile to the expiration 
of 10 years they shall appertain as an unconditional jaguecr to the High 
and Mighty aforesaid and after the expiration of this term to revert to the 
Company ns an unconditional jaguecr and perpetual gift and if the High 
and Mighty aforesaid should die within the said term thcr shall revert to 
the Company immediately upon hfs death Under this grant Cliie would 
receive 222*958 stkka rujscc* annually for ten years commencing /mm 5 Afar 
1764 4 * 


Conduct of the Company s Servants 

F\cr since the ascendancy of the English in the administration of 
Bengal the tenant* of the Company broke all rules of mrrainr with bn 
pumtr and openly engaged in the intcmai trade of the country Bcfnmcri 
to tucb misconduct on thetr part form a continuous chain in tins form 
pondente These Englishmen had come out to India imhurd for the most 
part mth the sole idea of amassing as much w ralib as possible in the sWtrsi 
time possible Their outlook and training wrre whollr commercial Pmatr 
profit seemed to them the on Jr compensation for ibr manr pnvauon* m 
dured bv them in this far ofT country Cmrnanird servants ami free 
merchants made common cau c again t any attempt to regulate ibnr ci n 
duct and check their npaem and this spirit of licence and InsuWchnation 
was not sfow in gaining an asccndancr over the military cla» cs as wrB 
From the Gmcmnr to the youngest writer and from the Oenrral to the mmr 
junior emign all were busdv engaged In utilizing thnr ofTmal status f v 
securing their private advantage kerel t frankh wrote to the Dim! r on 
3d September I“65 that many transactions of the senior sen ant * f the Com 
panr “serm to demonstrate that rsrrv sjmng of this Omrtnmrm was 
smeared with corruption that principles of rapanrv and oppro ton unWrt 
sally penadet! and that eserv spark of sentiment and puhlirjjnrit was 
ami exnngtmhctf In the immlinitr h*t of unmrrUn I wealth" 
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a» injurious both to his dignity and to hu revenue* and determined to 
take more effective steps than the authonuc* in London had succeeded 
in doing The consequence tea* lus overthrow and flight. Mir Jafar proved 
more amenable and exempted the English from all dune* except a duty of 
V/% per cent on salt. But the English were now no longer satisfied mth tins 
they minted that Mir Qasira s orders exempting all merchants from paying 
duties for 2 years be withdrawn and that the Indian merchant* should be 
compelled to pay duties The Court of Directors again protested "These 
arc terms which appear to be so very injurious to the Nabob and to the 
native* that they cannot in the scry nature of them tend to anything but 
the producing great heart burning* and dissatisfaction." Until a more 
equitable and satisfactory plan could be framed the authorities at Fort 
\N ilhara were directed to consult the Nawab as to the manner of carrying 
on the inland trade so that it might prove advantageous to all— the Nawab 
the Compan) and the Company* servants *• 

But even this order was ignored and the reports of me management 
which were continuously being received so alarmed the Director* that as a 
last resort the) sent out Cine once more mth instructions to settle tin* 
question of inland trade in a manner honourable to the Company to die 
satisfaction and mth the concurrence of the Nawab so as to jvrevent con 
fusion and oppression. 11 

hor die civil government a Select Committee mth full power* wa* 
associated with Clive He and hu Councillors immediately addressed 
themselves to the accomplishment of die object* for which they had bon 
appointed. "Upon mj arrival 1 am sorr) lo say I found your affairs In a 
condition so near!) desperate as would have alarmed any set of men.. The 
sudden and among many the unwarrantable acquisition of riche* had in 
troduced luxury in every shape and m its most pernicious excess and 
again "We saw plainly that most of the gentlemen in Council had hem too 
deeply concerned themselves in the measure* which required amendment hr 
us to expert nn\ assistance from them on the contrary we were certain cf 
finding opposition to every plan of innovation and an unanimous attempt 
to defeat the intentions of the proprietors Bold impcri >u< anil hi 

tolerant of contradiction Clive was sweeping in his censure and his state 
mem* must he read with caution hut however dramc hi* diagnosis In 
remedies were well-chosen He felt it was indispensable for the peace and 
prosperity of the country that the Compan* » servants *hou!d not he alL*w««! 
to compete on their own accmint with Indian dealer* In every marirt hm 
in the other liand if their Integra* and efficiency wrrr to I* Insured thrv 
should not be left uncarrtl for in the mid t <f weahh which wj within 
their cas\ reach To Ch*r it «xmcd that the Company* wnam* in hdgrd 
in illicit transactions Ixxauw their regular emolument* wrrr v *cantt 
from the beginning ihc O mjunv hie all other commercial c merrm 1 

paid their agent* imlv a mere pittance hut allowed them t »upphm«mt if 
hv oiIkt mean* But this *y*trm of psrfMmal cntctptnr *i» incno;ru*i 
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with the sovereignty of a kingdom Clive therefore established a Society of 
Trade winch was to consist of 3 classes of shareholders each entitled to a 
fixed number of shares class one with 35 shares was to consist of the 
Governor, members of Board and Colonels , class two with 12 shares com- 
prised chaplains, junior merchants and Lt Colonels, and class three with 8 
shares was to consist of factors, majors, surgeons etc This Society was to 
be managed by a Committee of Trade consisting of two members of the 
Select Committee and two members of die Council The Society was entrusted 
with all trade m salt, betel-nut and tobacco Supplies were procured from 
Indian merchants and sold at reasonable prices to agents who in turn trans- 
ported diem to certain places for sale The country merchants might then 
become the purchasers and again transport the commodities wherever diere 
was die greatest prospect of profit 31 But to prevent the abuses and oppres- 
sions usually incidental to a monopoly, Clive devised a number of regula- 
tions and subjected die trade to a considerable duty At a resumed meeting 
of the Select Committee it was resolved that a duty of 35 % be levied on salt, 
10% on die prime cost of betel-nut and 25% on tobacco This was expected 
to yield at least a hundred thousand pounds sterling per annum 55 

Clive informed die Directors of this decision to establish a Society of 
Trade They, however, felt that it was not consistent either with the honour 
or with the dignity of the Company to promote such an exclusive trade, and 
that it was tlieir duty to protect and cherish the inhabitants and give diem 
no occasion to look on every Englishman as their national enemy The 
vast fortune acquired m the inland trade had been obtained by the worst 
tyranny and oppression ever known in any age or country, and therefore 
such trade should be totally abolished and not continued even in this limited 
and regulated manner 36 This prohibition was repeatedly ordered but Clive 
and the Select Committee, instead of abolishing this qualified monopoly, 
sought to prolong it for anothei year under what is known as the ‘second 
plan ’ 6T Clive justified this decision by observing that when the Court 
issued their orders they could not have had the least idea of the favourable 
change m the affairs of Bengal whereby the mterest of the Nawab with 
regard to salt was no longer immediately concerned Under the ‘second 
plan’, all salt provided by the Society of Trade was to be sold at Calcutta 
and at the places where it was manufactured only to Indian merchants at 
the rate of Rs 2 per maund, these merchants then transporting it to any 
part of the province Thus the servants of the Company would have no 
concern in the sale of salt Provision was also made for fixing the price of 
salt m different markets and the duty payable to the Company was raised 
from 35% to 50%, an enhancement which was expected to yield a further 
12 to 13 lakhs annually 68 Clive and the Select Committee felt that this was 
the most equitable system that could be devised and hoped that the large 
mcrease m the revenue would ensure the Court’s approval 59 But even this 
plan proved m practice open to abuse It is true that the prices charged by 

5 * Select Committee Proceedings, 10 August 1765, Banerjee, op cit , pp 656-9 

55 Select Committee Proceedings, 18 September 1765 
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ST Select Committee Proceedings, 3 September 1766 
Fourth Report of the Committee of Secrecy of House of Commons, 1773, Appendix 
52, Article 10 
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tbc Society were 12% to 15% loner chan the average prices prevalent for 
several year* in other pan* of BengaL But even to they were exorbitant. 
The fact, moreover that the monopolv wax limited only served to male it 
more effective William Bolt* described this monopoly a* “the most and 
in its nature and most destructive, in it* consequences to the Company* 
affair* in Bengal of all that have of late been established there. Perhaps 
it itands unparallcllcd tn the history of an) Government that ever existed 
on earth "*• The Director* however resisting the allure of augmented 
revenue pcr*istcd in demanding the abolition of the Soactv which finally 
came to an end in September J76S" 

The receipt of present* from Indian ruler* vru another abuse tlut was 
generally prevalent. Luxun rapaaty and general relaxation of discipline 
formed the background for widespread corruption Presents gift* and 
customary payment* bv subordinates to superior* were familiar in Indian 
*oacty and the tenant* of the Corapan\ who came to be regarded a* the 
dupemers of real authority m die *tatc found thcmtchc* in a position In 
which they would not merely receive hut could also exact large and dubious 
pay menu. 

The enthroning and dethroning of nawabs had been for *everal year* 
a* we have *ecn one of the most lucrative occupation* of the Fort William 
Council. The vunnnd of Bengal wa* a commodity for barter Hen 
Vansittart, otherwise an upright individual, wa* Induced to accept five lakh* 
from Mir Qasim indeed no one regarded such an act i* in any way repre- 
hensible. When Mir Ja/ar was rettored to the throne In 1763 he wa* treated 
as little more than a hanker for the Company* servant* who could draw 
upon him a* often and to as great an amount n they dime. In 1*63 the 
nominal *ovcrcignt) of Bengal wa* put up for *a!c. On tlu« occa u n the 
bngluh even went to the extent of reinforcing their demand* for presents 
by threat*. I- very member of the Counal received n gift becoming lui rank. 

That the receipt of »uch present* was an offence was made dear by a 
despatch from the Court of Director* signifying strong disapproliatum of 
the practice and requiring all their servant cml and military f< execute 
new deeds of covenant binding them not to arrept anr presents nr pits of 
Land rent or revenue without the Court * consent-" For a *hort wldlc 
however the hnglish official* In Bengal resisted the < rders <f the Director 
to enter Into new covenant* and ragrflv made the lint u*e of the sluwt 
interval lieforc Clive* arrival This pfrcipilatc antict) to make ample 
provi ion for theni*chc* against a long future of restraint maVre that thvt 
whatever the position tn \anntfarts time rut one < wild mm qunmm flw 
illegalit) of »ucli transaction*. 

dive decided tlut such unblushing <* rr upturn m grm» Itradi it ihf 
Comronv * order* could be countenanced rw» 1 mger He km n tun m 
Informing Im Council that the wlihlt lud l*rn a ignctl t > him an l 

the Select t-otrnmtice wouk! Ire wielded at omr arid uMtuul »npl t 11 
covenant* »ln»ul<l be immediately eiecutrd oo pain *f » pn. ” rfrt 
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service The junior officials sullenly obeyed but when Clive openly censur- 
ed the members of Council foi rccening presents on the recent elevation of 
Najmud-Dauluh to the throne, four of them resigned and the fifth invited 
suspension Cine, hovc\ci, was not dismayed He promptly filled the 
\acaneics by securing from the Madras Presidency four gentlemen of 
character and ability on that establishment 0,1 “Not one of the gentlemen 
next in Council even so low .is Mr Bolus (Mr Rumbold excepted) is worthy 
a scat at the Board , many of them aic deficient m abilities, and all in prin- 
ciple , and as to the gentlemen of low'er standing, they are not only too 
young, but too strongly tainted with the corruption of late times to be so 
soon entrusted with power ” CI The Committee’s request to Madras for help 
caused great resentment among the civil servants in Bengal They not only 
sent a memorial to the Court of Directors representing ‘the injury and 
disgrace’ they had suffered as a result of the action of the Select Committee 
but also formed themselves into an association But this came to nothing, 
and the Court finally approved of the action of the Select Committee 

Clive’s Military Reforms 

The spirit of corruption which pre\ ailed to such an extent among the 
civil servants of the Company had also spread considerably to the military 
personnel The temptations m Bengal u f ere so strong that they had almost 
destroyed army discipline The Court of Directors instructed Clive in 1765 
to devote special attention while dealing with this problem to two points 
on which their frequent orders had so far been totally disregarded the 
remodelling of the army on scientific lines and the reduction of the exor- 
bitant military expenses So once peace had been restored to the provinces 
of Bihar, Bengal and Orissa, Clive proceeded to effect reforms on these lines 
On 5 August 1765 the whole army was divided into three brigades of equal 
strength and composition Each brigade was to consist of one company of 
artillery, one regiment of European infantry, one nsala of Indian cavalry 
and seven sepoy battalions The first brigade under Brigadier General 
Carnac was stationed at Monghvr, the second under Colonel Richard Smith 
at Allahabad and the third under Sir Robert Barker at Patna (Bankipore) As 
Carnac who w r as Commander-in-Chief and member of the Select Committee 
was required to be present more or less constantly at Calcutta, the charge of 
his brigade devolved on Lt Col Sir Robert Fletcher Each brigade now 
formed a complete unit capable of participating on its own m serious en- 
counters, and the proportion of field officers was also considerably increased, 
to the great advantage of discipline 65 These new regulations placed the 
Bengal army on a stable and efficient footing 

Haying reorganised the army and moved it into cantonments Clive set 
himself to reduce the military expenditure In earlier days the officers m 
Bengal, as m other Presidencies, had drawn the fixed rate of pay which 
formed their net receipts when in garrison or at headquarters When they 
took the field they were allowed batta, an extra monthly sum of allowance 
to cover the increased expenses After Plassey, Mir Jafar was obliged by 
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the treaty of 1757 to defray the expense* of the Bnnsh troops employed in 
hu defen ce. He batowed on the English officers an additional mm equal 
to the batta and this vru known a a double hatta The double batta at 6m a 
purely temporary Indulgence came jn process of tune to be regarded as a 
ma tter of right. Mir Qaxim anxious to obtain the goodwill of the array 
confirmed the grant. When the Company obtained the alignment of the 
districts of Midnaporc, Burdwan and Chittagong expressly to meet the extra 
expenses of maintaining a force for the protection of the subahdan they were 
expected to pay this allowance alvx This awoke the Court of Directors to 
the rapacity rampant in their military establishment While they bad 
tacitly acquietccd in the payment of double batta by the Nawab they now 
ltiued repeated and peremptory order* for the withdrawal of the extra 
allowance “that is to m\ all our military ire to hare single batta only In 
the same manner as Is allowed at our Presidency of Fort St. George and 
even this single batta we most earnestly recommend it to you to reduce 
whenerer circumstances will admit of ft .”** 

Clive and the Select Committee therefore ordered that payment of 
double batta should cease from 1 January 1766 except at Allahabad where 
on account of the high prices of provisions, the allowance was to lie conil 
nued while the troops were actually in the field but was to he reduced in 
•ingle batta when they retired to cantonments. For the same reason single 
batta was to be paid to troops stationed at Patna and Monghrr** To soften 
the blow CUre converted the five lakhs bequnthed to him bv Mir Jafar 
into a fund for the benefit of invalid soldiers and widows of military servants 

Even so the promulgation of die order discontinuing double batta was 
the signal for mutiny Though at first there was no open opposition the 
majority of the officer* retented the cancellation of th h payment and sought 
ways of securing its restoration. At length it was decided that altom two 
hundred Furopcan officers should resign simultaneously their commbslno* 
in order to force the hand « of the autljnnuc* it CaJeutn * The initiative 
seems to have been taken b\ the officers of the Tint brigade ami whether 
the plin originated with Fletcher or not it wa* certainly known to him and 
received his approval Many of the officers at Allahabad and Patna wctt 
also induced to join The plot was formed under nath» of «errccv l«it a 
few months before CIjvc had anticipated the possibility of such an netur 
rence.** Now when he received intelligence that Ins prophecy would lv 
fulfilled he decided to make mi concession The economy secured by tbr 
reduction of the Iwtta sermctl to him of trifling consideration when com 
pared with the disastrous consequences of yielding to the menace of *wch * 
mutinous association In tins the whole Council concurred with him “An 
army making its own terms was such an alarming rircumuancr that « 
immediately determined to ctu h such a mutinous spirit In it* lurth »l *'• 
hazards-*'" Fletcher the “pnndpjl promoter and Indipator of the late do 
honorable avroeiation " u and a few other leading nffmdm were srrntrd 
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tried by court martial, cashiered foi sedition and sent back to England To 
pretent any lecurrcncc of similar trouble it was laid down that every officer 
restored to the army as well as all those who would enlist m future should 
execute a contract of service for three years with the right to resign only 
on a year's notice or with the permission of the President and Council 72 

Tliis incipient mutiny was perhaps the most serious crisis that Clive had 
to face during his second admmistiation and had theie heen the slightest 
faltering on lus part the whole power of the state might have been delivered 
into the hands of the army For, the action of the officers had from the 
beginning been countenanced and suppoited by many influential civilians 73 
Clive believed that their personal resentment of him was responsible for this 
development, and “you will judge to what degree they must have been 
infatuated, to encourage and wish success to a measure w'luch had it pre- 
vailed, must have overthrown their own civil liberties in this country, and 
rendered them die abject slaves of a despotic military government ” 74 But 
thanks to Clive’s quick and firm decisions, the whole movement collapsed 
within a month’s time 


Conclusion 

Clive’s w'oik in Bengal was now’ more or less at an end Within sixteen 
months he had accomplished most of the objects he had undertaken to 
perform There w r as peace with all the neighbouring powers and treaties 
signed with some of diem , Shah Alam had been recognized as the legiti- 
mate head of die empire and the Diwam of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa secured 
from him , corruption in Bengal w r as put dow’n with a firm hand, the finances 
of the Company were improved and order and discipline were restored in 
the ranks of the army “It is”, w’rote Clive to his employers, “upon the best 
founded confidence I assert, the East India Company w r as never so truly 
secure as at present, against military ambition and encroachment , never 
before have discipline, good order and subordination been so fully con- 
firmed ” 75 So he made preparations for his return to England He had 
always intended to return by the end of 1766 and though the Court of 
Directors urged him to reconsider lus decision, 70 he declined on the grounds 
of health and finally left India on 29 January 1767 

The task of introducing reforms in every aspect of the Company’s ad- 
ministration was a Herculean one, and that Clive should have accomplished 
so much in so short a time m the face of faction, open hostility and simmer- 
ing resentment is a remarkable tribute to his power of organisation and 
force of character Yet he was too optimistic m believing that his reforms 
had taken root. 77 Once his personality was removed from the scene, the 
old evils reappeared on the surface. There was again a weak Nawab on the 
throne of Bengal Saifud-Daulah had succeeded his brother Najmud- 
Daulah but apart from a reduction of the stipend for the expenses of the 
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Ni^amat from 53 to 41 lahbv, the new acccMion marked no change in the 
Nawab* relation* with the Company Though Clive left, the Select Com 
mittee associated with him continued to function till October 1774 but hu 
departure meant al*o the removal of the *ptnt of hi* tdmtm<tration and 
Bengal gained little from the continuance of thw body Still Cbrc* *econd 
admmutration u of great *igmficancc in British Indian history and in these 
letter* we £ct a graphic picture oF 1m untinng effort* to introduce an element 
of rc*pon*ibihty in the Compnn\ * rule in Bengal and to curb to a certain 
extent the profiteering ten den act of it* servants. The correspondence pub- 
hfhed here provide* ample evidence in *upport of the view that the rlctor of 
Pla**ey w a* to be *cen at hn !>e*t not onl\ on the hattle*field hut aim in the 
Council chamber 
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LETTER DATED 8 FEBRUARY 1764 

Company’s relations with Qasim Ah Khan — urge removal of Company’s 
corrupt servants — constitution of the Council at Fort William — regret thin 
attendance of Council meetings — abuse of the right of private trade by 
Company’s servants and their gumashtahs — inland trade in salt, betel-nut 
and tobacco to be suspended — Company’s privileges regarding duty-free 
trade 

Our President and Council at Fort William m Bengal. 

1 We have m the most careful and attentive manner taken a view of 
the registers of your Proceedings for the year 1761, and from that time to 
the 14th February 1763 (the last received) wherein we find to our great concern 
the conduct and behaviour of many of our servants have been inconsistent 
with their duty to, and detrimental to the interest of the Company, m a 
variety of instances, which too glaringly appear upon the face of your said 
registers, particularly with respect to the present Sub ah of Bengal, Cossim Aly 
Khan, with whom it is most evident the strictest friendship and harmony 
ought to have been cultivated, mstead whereof, he and his government have 
met with so much improper and injurious treatment, and been defrauded in 
his revenues by the licentious trade of our said servants, and the agents 
acting under and countenanced by them, to so great a degree that we dread 
the consequences , it is high time therefore to remedy these evils by exerting 
our authority m removmg such persons, who if continued would (from what 
we have already observed of their behaviour) throw our affairs into the utmost 
confusion, and by appointing such others m their room, from whose good 
management we shall expect such care and attention to the true interests 
of the Company that we may not again be under the necessity of recurring 
to such a disagreeable measure 

2 In our letter of the 13th May last we removed Mr Ellis from our 
service m Bengal, and took some notice of the intemperate conduct of 
Mr. Stanlake Batson at Cossimbuzar We now proceed to inform you that 
we have dismissed from the Company’s service Mr Peter Amyatt, Major 
John Carnac 1 , Mr. John Johnstone and Mr. William Hay, and they are accor- 
dingly from the receipt of this letter to have no further concern m our affairs, 
and are to be sent home m some of the ships which will be dispatched m 
the season of the year 1765 

3 As to Mr Batson, his conduct at present appears to us in a very 
unfavourable light, from the share he had in the disputes with the country 
government with respect to the inland private trade, m his unjust charge of 
a design in the Subah to treat the Begum, his mother in law, with cruelty, by 
interfering with that Prince’s officers in the affair of Hurry Chunder, Droga 
of Patchowterah, wherein two persons of his escort were killed and two others 
wounded, also m giving protection at Cossimbuzar to Mirza Doud, = vho had 
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withdrawn himself from the Subahs authority we therefore direct that 
Mr Batson do forthwith stand impended from the Company % service unnl 
he acquits himself to the satisfaction of you our Governor and Council on the 
said several points or such others as hare been alleged against him during 
the time of fus being Chief at Cossimbuzar If he acquit* himself to your 
satisfaction he is to be restored to our sexncc and station, if otherwise he 
U to be dismissed but whatever mm this enquiry takes, you arc to send us * 
particular account of your proceedings. 

4 Mr William Billers has not behaved entirely to our satisfaction, in 
particular his opposing ye regulations and restraint* for the limitation 
of the inland private trade, calculated for the malting an end of the dis putes 
with the country government on that head shews he has not the Companr s 
Interest at heart so much as in duty he ought lou are therefore to grre 
him a reprimand in our name at the Board and caution him to bchare in 
such manner that we may hare no occasion for finding any fault with him 
in future. 

5. Among other instances of Mr John Cartier and his Councils beha 
dour we have great reason to believe that during his being Chief at Dacca 
they connived at, or did not use their best endeavours to remedy the great 
abuses and insults which occurred at that place by the gomastahs and otheT 
people employed in carrying on private trade, you arc therefore to make a strict 
enquiry into the conduct of those gentlemen with respect to the said abuses 
and insults and pass such a censure thereon (If they deserve It) as you shall 
think proper and you are particularly to exam me into the arcumstanec 
mention d in your Consultations of the Hth October 1762, relating to a party 
of sepoys being sent from Dacca to Silhet who there fired upon and killed 
one of the principal people and afterwards made the 7cmindar prisoner and 
forcibly earned him away from the last named place and you ate to cause 
justice to be done on whomsoever shall appear culpable in that unhappy 
affair 

6. The pan which Mr Hugh Warn has taken as it appears on the face 
of your adrlccs and Consultations wc deem my blameworthy In his agree 
ing to the letter on Consulcauon oE the 13th of November 17 (P wherein the 
Subah is treated In disrespectful and Indecent term* for joining In the reso- 
lution to call Major Camac to the Board on commercial affairs contrary to 
our orders In that respect for voting to call the chief* of the sulxmlmate* 
up to the court at Fort William and for his approbation of the measures 
taken by Messrs. Johnstone and llay in the dispute* with the country govern 
rocnf and of the terms in which the sense of the Board on die rrgubiion* 
proposed for limitdng the Inland private trade* arc rvprrwd We do there- 
fore hereby direct that Mr Watts be forthwith suspended from the Corn 
panys service and continue so until he shall lure justified his bchatioof in 
the bcforrgotng instances to our satisfaction, loti mutt forthwith call 

him for hi* defence whtch is to be cuter d on your Consultation* ft our 
information. 

7 The conduct and behasmur of Mr William IV»!ts a rVmr faCj** 
next under our comidcraiion their appear so far a* he was conrmrd 
Mesin. Johnstone and Hay to be scry improper nprciaUt in 
them in an audacious and impertinent letter to the Phruidj* of IVmrx » H 
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stands 'on your Consultations of the 27th of December 1762, and for which the 
President recommended it to the Council to pass some censure upon him He 
appears likewise to have been guilty of irregular practice in respect to carry- 
ing on his private trade Let him be called mto Council and reprimanded 
accordmg to his deserts, and inform him if his conduct is not more satis- 
factory for the future we shall dismiss him from the service 

8 In the course of our enquiry mto these transactions we observe one 
Cole, said to be a writer, is complained] of, for that at Munaur Gunge Haut, 
which produces annually 12000 rupees, he had turn’d out all the inhabitants 
m order to build a house as set forth m a letter enter’d after Consultation 
of the 18th October 1762 Who this Cole is we are not inform’d, but let him 
be whom he may, you are to make a strict enquiry mto the said outrage, and 
if you find him guilty of it, you are m the first place to obhge him to make 
a suitable and ample satisfaction to the injured parties, and then immediately 
send him away to Europe 

9 We further find that several persons residing under the Presidency 
of Bengal, as well free merchants as others have conducted themselves very 
unwarrantably, carrying on their trade m several parts of the country m the 
most uncontroulable manner and thereby exposing the Company’s valuable 
privileges to the greatest detriment and hazard Some of whose names who 
appear the most remarkable are Messrs Chevalier, Texeyra, Ivy, Motte, 
Robinson and the beforemention’d Cole With respect to free merchants 
they certainly by such behavior forfeit their covenants, and as to others 
they have no right to the Company’s protection, especially if they are guilty 
of the irregularities laid to their charge We shall therefore leave it to you 
to make a general enquiry mto the behaviour of such persons who reside 
any where under your Presidency, and if you find their behaviour has been or 
shall be such as may be really detrimental to the Company, you are to with 
draw our protection from them and send them away from Bengal as soon 
as you shall think proper, giving us from time to time an account of your 
proceedings with respect to every such person 

10 We are now to mform you that we have appointed the following 
gentlemen to the Council for managing and conducting the Company’s 
affairs at our Presidency of Fort William m Bengal to whom all due obedience 
is to be paid mzt , 

Henry Vansittart Esqr President and Governor 

John Spencer Esqr . Second 


Brigadier Genl John Caillaud 

. Third 

Mr 

William McGwire 

Fourth 

Mr 

Stanlake Batson 

Fifth 

Mr 

Charles Stafford Playdell 

Sixth 

Mr 

William Billers 

Seventh 

Mr 

Harry Verelst 

Eighth 

Mr 

John Cartier 

Ninth 

Mr 

Warren Hastings 

Tenth 

Mr 

Francis Sykes 

Eleventh 

Mr 

Randolph Marriott 

. Twelfth 

Mr 

Hugh Watts 

. Thirteenth 

Mr 

Ascamus William Senior 

. . Pourtecnth 
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IJ * And we do hereby order and direct that Mr John Spencer who sands 
Second In Council in the beforegomg hit do succeed to the duur as President 
and Governor in ca»e of a vacancy by the death or otherwise of Mr Van ji tart. 

11 We explained ourselves very sufficiently In our letter of the 13th of 
May la ft with respect to the comm ui ton of 2'A per cent to be allowed to 
Mr Vansittart upon the revenue animg from the grants made by the Subah 
Cossim Ally Cawn as being meant personally for that gentleman and 
not to be claimed or any wap pretended to by any future Governor Mr Spencer 
therefore upon bis succeeding to the chair as beforerocntion d a not to hare 
that emolument. 

13 When we informed you in our letter of the 30th of December last 
that General Calllaud i seat at the Council and In all committees was to be 
next below the President wc had not then determined upon a successor to 
Mr Vansittart but as that is now done by our beforegoing directions It fa 
highly proper his rank should be in the second place, and General Calllaud fa 
In course to be the standing Third in Council and at committees. In which 
station he Is to be fixed and Is never to nse higher and in case of a vacancy 
In the Government by the death or otherwise of both Mr Vansittart and 
Mr Spencer the same n to be filled up by the member next in sanding below 
General Caillaud until our further orders are sent. 

14 If it shall happen at any time that the President and Second In Council 
are both absent, in such case, the next member below Gcnl Calllaud Is to pre* 
side at the Council and committees during such absence. 

15 In our bcforcracntion d letter wc acquainted you that It was on 
account of General Caillaud s long experience and general knowledge of the 
Company s affairs that wc directed he should have a constant scat and mice at 
the Council and in all committees this being intended as a personal com 
pliment to and acknowledgment of his merit and not to be drawn into a pre 
cedent Any successor which wc may hereafter think proper to appoint to 
GenL Caillaud Is only to hare a seat at the Board when miliary affairs are 
under deliberation and upon no other times or on any other account wlut 
soever 

16. And we here add that the majors or any other miliary officers are 
to hare no seat or voice at the Board but are to be consulted as occaikms may 
require of which you will be the properest judges. 

17 Altho wc hare continued Mr Stanlake Batson and Mr Hugh Warts 
In the Council, who at present sand suspended from the service they are oof 
to act therein until they hare cleared them wires from the charges igalntt 
them as mention d In the preceding part of this letter when they have done 
that to satisfaction they arc then to hare their rank and he employed a» uitut- 

18 Mr Francis Sykes appointed as before noticed Eleventh In Counci l pm- 
cerds to his station either in the Ear! of Ijncoln bound to Fort George 
or by the way of Bombar on one of the ships consigned to that Prnoirocy 

19 Considering the many Important and Interesting affairs which come 
before the Council, we can m*t but be greatly ermermrd m obwtve ho* frw 
members ham been generally present at the Board very frequently not rv*t 
than three and sometimes but two thl* h pm)/ owing to their bring rmptosnl 
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as chiefs at the several subordinate settlements , in order to remedy this evil 
therefore in future, we direct, that the following chiefslnps and no others be 
filled by members of Council to wit, Patna, Cossimbuzar, Dacca, Burdwan, 
Chittagong and Midnapore, unless you see necessary to add Luckipore by this 
regulation , there will always be seven or eight at the Board, and die necessity 
of havmg at any times such a number at Calcutta is very obvious, and here 
we must remark diat a visit of Mr Hay’s to Mr Johnstone’s at Burdwan when 
only two were left at the Board appears so extraordinary a step and so wanton 
a neglect of duty as obhges us to declare that if very good reasons are not 
assigned us when gentlemen of Council are suffer’d to remove from or to 
Calcutta upon private concerns we shall be highly displeased 

20 One great source of die disputes, misunderstanding and difficulties 
which have occurred with the country government appears evidently to have 
taken it’s rise from the unwarrantable and licentious manner of carrying on 
the private trade by die Company’s servants, their gomastahs, agents and others 
to the prejudice of die Sub ah bodi with respect to his authority and the reve- 
nues j’usdy due to him, die diverting and taking from his natural subjects the 
trade m the inland parts of die country, to which neidier we or any persons 
whatsoever dependent upon us or under our protection have any manner of 
right, and consequently mdangermg the Company’s very valuable privileges , 
m order therefore to remedy all these disorders we do hereby positively order 
and direct. 

21 That from the receipt of this letter a final and effectual end be forth- 
with put to the mland trade in salt, beedenut, tobacco, and m all other articles 
whatsoever produced and consumed in the country, and that all European and 
other agents or gomastahs who have been concern’d in such trade be imme- 
diately order’d down to Calcutta and not suffer’d to return or be replaced as 
such by any other persons 

22 That as our phirmaund privileges of being duty free, are certainly con- 
fined to the Company’s export and import trade only, you are to have recourse 
to and keep within the liberty therein stipulated and given as nearly as can 
possibly be done, but as by the connivance of the Bengal Government and 
constant usage the Company’s covenant servants have had the same benefit 
as the Company with respect to their export and import trade, we are willing 
they should enjoy the same and that dusttekst be granted accordingly, but 
herem the most effectual care is to be taken that no excesses or abuses are 
suffer’d upon any account whatsoever, nor dusticks granted to any others than 
our covenant servants as aforesaid, however notwithstanding any of our former 
orders no writer is to have the benefit of a dustick until he has served out his 
full time of five years in that station Free merchants and others are not 
entided to, or to have the benefit of the Company’s dustichs but are to pay the 
usual duties 

23 As no agents or gomastahs are to reside on account of private trade 
at any of the inland parts of the country, all busmess on account of licensed 
private trade is to be carried on by and thro’ the means of the Company’s 
covenant servants resident at the several subordinate factories, as has been 
usual 

24 We are under the necessity of giving the beforegoing orders in order 
to preserve the tranquillity of the country and harmony with the Nabob, they 
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arc rather outline* than complex t directions which you arc to add to and 
improve upon agreeable to the spirit of and our meaning in them a* far ai 
may be necessary to answer the de*ired purpose*. And if any per son or 
pcr*oiu arc guilty of a contravention of them be they whomsoever they may 
If our own servant* they arc to be dismissed the service if other* the Company i 
protection i* to be withdrawn and you have the liberty of sending them forth 
mth to England if yon judge the nature of the offence require* il 

25. We cannot avoid in thi* place taking notice of the endeavour* of 
President Vanuttart to form a plan* of regulation* which, tho it appear d so 
advantageous to individuals wn* itrongly censured by the majority of the 
Council a* not giving them according to their way of judging a sufficient 
scope for their unwarrantable trade however wc are satisfied of the President 1 
good intentions, but ar the same time wc soy it was not calcubted to at to 
prevent future misunderstandings with the Subah and his govern mem because 
thereby an inland trade was to be admitted of which a* has been before 
observed would certainly be attended with constant embroil* and difficulties. 

26. In our letter of the 30th of December last wc named the persons 
who were to compose the Select Committee at your Presidency but as from 
the beforegoing alteration* there Is neceisarily some variation Wc therefore 
hereby order and direct that it consists of the following named persons ti.f„ 

Henry Vansittart Esqr President or the President for the 

time being 

John Spencer Esqr Or the Second In Council for the 

time being 

Dngadier General John Caillaud 

Mr William McGwire 

Mr Harry Verelst 

Mr Warren Hasung* 

»nd whenever by death or otherwise the said Committee Is reduced under 
the number of six the vacancies are to be filled up by the remaining members 
of the said Committee with such person or persons a* they shall think fit 

27 The beforegoing part of this letter tho dated as hereunder was drawn 
up before the amral of the Lupxmg from Fl 5l George with the disagree* 
able intelligence of your rupture with Cossim Aly Cawn. 

23 It appearing by the said sdrtcet that Mr Stanlalc Ibfson has '* 
great degree preserved in his bad behaviour wc do hereby order tlut he he 
immediately dismiss d the Corananv s service and sent io England in one of 
the ship* that will be dispatch d in the season of the year 1765 


London 

the 8th February 17 M 


W e are 

kour boring Friend* 

John Domrn / Uu Sulivsn / Gcrwye 
Amyand / John flovd / Chi. Cut t» / 

FrrdL Pigmi/KieVt Wsriw/ll 

Crabb IVxilnm / J Puthog/C 
John Man*Mp/John 

Hurrow / Ifm. Jfadfry/Jnhn IWne/ 

Tim«thv Tulhe/Wm Well^f/Wm 
Starl!/ Charles aumlwr*. 
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LETTER DATED 9 FEBRUARY 1764 


Delegation of full power': lo the President and Select Committee to restore 
tranquillity m Bengal. 


Our President and Council at Fort William m Bengal 


Having uidi great concern learnt by the advices received by the Lapwing 
from Fort St George that our affairs in Bengal arc in the utmost confusion, 
m dns unhappy situation it is become absolutely necessary 
cular^owcrs grant- t0 ta ^ c suc ^ measures as may restore tranquility , we have 
cd to 1 the Presidt therefore writ a letter under this day’s date, directed to 
and the Select Henry Vansittart Esqr President and Governour at Fort 
William and to him only, but in his absence, to the Presi- 
dent and Governour and the rest of the Select Committee for the time being, 
in which we have conveyed our orders, directions and sentiments in the 
clearest manner and delegated die fullest powers to the persons to whom it 
is so directed to pursue such measures as diey shall judge most proper on this 
unhappy occasion, and President Vansittart or in his absence the President 
and Select Committee for the time being will communicate to you such 
part thereof as he or they shall dunk proper from time to time , in the mean 
tune all our affairs are to be conducted under die orders and directions of the 
said persons and diey are to be obeyed by the rest of die Council and all 
other the Company’s servants accordmgly, and this is to be continued until 
you have our further order 

We are, 

Your Loving Friends, 

John Dorrien / Lau Sulivan / George 
Amyand / John Boyd / Cha Cutts f 
Fredk Pigou / Richd Warner / H 
Crabb Boulton / J Purling / G Rooke / 
John Man ship / John Harrison / Robt 
Burrow / Hen Hadley / John Browne / 
Timothy Tullie / Wm Webber / Wm 
Snell / Charles Chambers 


London, 

9th Febry 1764 
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LETTER DATED 22 FEBRUARY 1764 

Agreement with owners of ships— purchase of slaves at Madagascar for 
Fort Marlborough — Governor and Council authorised to send bach unlicensed 
persons whose conduct is prejudicial — directions to enlarge all investments — 
negotiations to be earned on with the Dutch Council to prevent the farms of 
saltpetre from falling m the hands of Muhammadan merchants — proposal of 
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by the Dutch for exchange of deserters— amicable settlement snth 
Dutch factories regarding opium trade— strictures on Nandakumads conduct 
—affair of Khxrajah Petrus— discontinuance of assistance to Raja of Manipur 
against fiurma approved— concern over the dorr progress of narks at 
Fort William— averse to fortifying Chittagong— revenues of Bengal Prcn 
dency — enquiry into frauds — claims to bonds lost at the capture of Calcutta— 
account of Restitution Fund for European sufferers— no objection to receipt of 
legacies from Omxchand for benefit of Foundling and Magdalen Hospitals— 
poorer of granting pardons to be obtained by the Court— powers of the Mayors 
Court — capture of the Suianna Margaretta — strained relations tnth the Danes 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1 Oar last advice* tinder date of the 30th December were sent per 
IVoncerfrr, Caernarvon and Devonshire containing some general infomutlom 
and direction*, with a letter from our Secretary under the Secret Committee i 
direction* addre**ed to the Governour separately of the 2lit ultimo lent by 
the trvo latter *hlp* the content* whereof are to be communicated to you as 
*oon after the Caernarvon's arrival at he *hall judge proper 

Z We shall now proceed to give you such additional one* ai hare 
occurred since and make some observations upon the most material part* of 
the advices reed from your Presidency in the course of last season, all which 
we arrange under the twual head*. 

3. It being most likely that the Worcester will reach Fort St. George 
before the two above mentioned ship* and as it 1* of consequence you should 
have the packet by that ship, a* soon as possible the President and Council are 
directed to forward it to you by the very first good sea conveyance they can 
provide. Proper direction* are al*o gtren for sending to you with the utmost 
dispatch either of the other packet* if contrary to our expectations the 
Caernarvon or Devonshire should arrive at Fort St George before the 
H orcester 

4 "ion will receive this letter In four transcripts br the ships Duke of 
Albany Vansillart La paring and Earl of Lincoln one of the Fort St. George 
and China ship*. 

5. The ship* Princess Augusta and Duke of Richmond left the Dmncs 
the Hth December but the former springing a dangerous leak returned to 
Plymouth the 3!it of the same month for the finding out and stopping of 
which it was necessary she should be docked it has been accordingly dnne 
and being in a good condition to prosecute her voyage she sailed tm 
Plymouth, 

6. The Earl of Uoldemeise in her way to the Downes unfortunately run 
mho re and was stranded near Dr ale the Ilth January The ten chnts of nr* 
sure for the West Coin being sated were ladm on the Admiral II af*on. Tan 
of the cargo ha* been saved tbo greatly damaged !>ut the ship l» mtirrli 
wrecked. 

7 Upon this mi 'fortune and for supplying the of and iftwrs 

occasioned thereby wr haw taken up the M of FJprt burthen i e. 
Captain Thomas Cooke Commander and ha»r stationed her »» lU J-W 
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Holdcrnessc was for Fort Marlborough and China, the time of her departure 
is intended to be about the 25th of March 

First of shipping 

8 In our letter of the 30th of December we mentioned about what times 
it was intended the ships of tins season would be dispatched to the several 
places of their destination As the times of their departure will be noticed 
in the hsts sent in die respective packets, it is unnecessary to enter into those 
particulars here, and you are therefore referred to the said lists We are to 
remark however that several of die said ships (particularly among those de- 
signed for Fort St George and China) have not been got ready by tiieir owners 
so soon as was appointed and we wished for 

9 We informed you m our said letter we had fixed upon the Fort William 

Capt Edward Roach and the Success Capt [ ]* to purchase slaves at 

Madagascar for the service of Fort Marlborough Presidency 1 as it may be 
someway necessary for your being acquainted with the principal parts of our 
agreements with die owners of the said ships, this is therefore to make known 
to you: 

That each ship is to be esteemed as a ship of 350 tons burthen to carry 
26 guns and be navigated by 70 Europeans the captain and officers included, 
who are to be victualled and paid by the owners 

That they are to proceed from England to Madagascar where the owners 
undertake to purchase slaves at their own expence to be delivered at Fort 
Marlborough the Company allowing them for each slave that shall be on 
board at the ships departure from Madagascar, fifteen pounds a head, two 
thirds of the number to be males from fifteen to forty years of age, and one 
third females from fifteen to twenty five years of age ; boys and girls from ten 
to fifteen are to be reckoned two for one 

That as an mducement to the commanders and chief mates to exert them- 
selves in procuring as large a number of slaves as their ships can conveniendy 
carry, and to encourage the surgeons to take the proper care of them in the 
passage, there is to be allowed twenty shillings for every slave shipped at 
Madagascar to be divided inzt , 13s 4d a head to the commander and 6s 8d to 
the chief mate, also for every one delivered at Fort Marlboro’ the commander 
is to be allowed the further sum of 6s 8d and the chief mate 3s 4d The 
surgeon is likewise to be allowed ten shillings for each slave landed at Fort 
Marlborough. 

That fifty passengers or soldiers are to be sent to Fort Marlborough on 
each ship for whom the owners will be paid here the usual passage money of 
ten pounds a head. 

That the demorage of each ship is to commence ninety days after arrival 
at Madagascar at the rate of £8-15 a day and to continue until the tim e of 
sailing from thence for Fort Marlborough which must be on or before the 
30th November next at furthest and then to cease 

That the owners are to be allowed four pence a day for the diet of each 
soldier or passenger during the ships detention at Madagascar as aforesaid 


* H. Gardiner 
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That they be allowed teraueen poundj per ton in fuU for the cort frereht 
and all other charge* on «uch cdt prtmuoni ai thaU be dehrertd at Fort 
Marlborough alio ten pound! per ton for rice after the me har been caam 
med and found .uffiaently good and fit for temee, it bang meant in care the 
agent! for the own era should not tuccecd in the procuring a proper number 
of ! la eei that the cargoci or the remainder thereof be dupmed of in the pur 
chase of provisions, 

That if the sutd ships shall be detained on thee arrival upon the West 
Co ait more than twenty days for the delivery of the »lara and cordon their 
demorage ii to commence at the expiration thereof at the rate of £!] Dd vkt 
diem 

That in case there shall be occasion to continue the said ship* longer in 
the Company $ service than the said twenty day* then each ship is to be allowed 
fifteen pounds a dav in consideration whereof the Company ore to have the 
entire use of the ship dunng the whole time she shall be so engaged for 

That the owners of each ship will be paid here by way of impress or 
advance on account the sum of £2500 and the accounts arc to be finally settled 
on the delivery of the slaves and cargo upon the West Coast the dollars being 
to be reckoned at five shillings each. 

That after the said ships are discharged from the Company s scmcc they 
are to be at the entire disposal of the owners, upon these conditions ncrrrthe 
less that they are not to be returned to Europe nor upon any account or pre 
tence whatsoever be sold to the French or any other European nation except 
fng the English nor sold to any of the country powers without the leave or 
permission of the Company s Govern our and Council, Chief Agents or Red 
dents at such place where the said ships shall be so disposed of and that at 
whatever settlement the) shall happen to be disposed of the said Governor* 
and Coundl Chief Agents or Residents are to take security of the person 
or persons who purchase the same that they shall submit to these condition*. 

That as the accounts of the said ships are to be finally adjusted between 
the President and Coundl at Fort Marlborough and the commanders or 
agents for the owners and the balances paid there If they are sufficiently in 
cash for the purpose if not the said President and Council arc to give crrtl 
fi cates or bills of exchange for the sakl ballances upon any of our other Prol 
dendes, or bills upon us payable ninety days sight if die agent* for the 
owners shall chose this last mentioned method. 

The beforegoing informations will be sufficient to give you a general klca 
of our agreement and intentions with respect to the said two thlpi the Fen 
)! iiham and Success what further may be necessary in cate they happen m 
come to your Presidency will be communicated to you by the Prevalent awt 
Council of Fort Marlborough. The commanders officers and ship* ton 
pany # may continue In and get employment In the East Indies If th-y iWnv 
proper provided such emplopnent shall not be Jnconmtmr with or wrjodt 
dal to the Interest of the Company or If they do not cho»e to remain In fed^ 
they arc to be at liberty to return home at thetr own et pence oa any of t * 
Company » ships for which ther mar l* engaged or can penrurr a pa n, r 

If the said ship* shall not be maiemllr warned for any kmy<r tlrw iM* 
the twenty days which they arc to lay at the West Gvj»t a* bc/t*r 
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it will be right to prevent our incm ring the heavy expence of fifteen pounds a 
day for each , however this must depend upon circumstances which we must 
leave to the prudence of die President and Council of Fort Marlborough m 
die first instance and to you and our other Presidencies] so far as you or 
they may have any concerns or transactions widi the said ships 

10 The commanders of die several ships in die Company’s service having 
hitherto been furnished with commissions under die Company’s seal audio 
rizmg them to arrest, seize and send and remit to England all persons who 
shall be found m the East Indies contrary to die several Acts of Parliament 
made m that behalf and cited in die said commissions, as we do not find the 
granting such commissions to our commanders has had any good effect, on 
the contrary, it has afforded them to an opportunity of distressing country 
traders, by taking away dieir men, under a pretence of dieir compleating dieir 
ships complement, w r e lia\ e diercforc thought proper to discontinue die practice 
of granting the captains of our Europe ships die said commissions 

11 Widi respect to our several Presidencies die Governours and Councils 
have, in consequence of die pow'ers dicy are invested with, sufficient authority 
to send home such unhccnccd persons whose conduct shall be m any manner 
prejudicial to die Company 

12 Martin Biggleston late Third Mate of die Earl Temple who deserted 
from his said station at Fort St George is to be sent home as an unlicenced 
person whenever he shall be found at your Presidency 

13 On set[t]hng accounts with die owners of die Onslow we find diat 
several goods are specified on the bill of lading and by accounts sent from your 
Presidency, as short dehvered of what were consigned from England, which 
Capt. Hinde assures us were all (except some cordage used by him in the 
voyage) dehvered at Fort St George by order of the Governour and Councd, 
and afterwards when he was dispatched to Bengal not sent aboard again with 
the other articles , for want of your properly and particularly specifying the 
marks, numbers and quantities of the goods, so said to be short dehvered, 
we cannot finish their accounts You are therefore by the return of the next 
ship to send us a very particular account of the said articles, and m future you 
must be [very] full and explicit in your accounts of damages and short 
deliveries, and likewise make them an article m your account current with the 
owners of every ship 

14 You inform us that smee the late alterations m the charterparty it 
is a practice with the commanders to protest in general against short weight 
and short delivery without havmg any particular reasons for so domg as you 
assure us was the case of Capt Glover of the Warren If this practice is conti- 
nued care must be taken on your part m every instance to send us a true state 
of the case with your opinion thereupon that we may not be at a loss on 
settling accounts with the owners 

15 When the ships Drake and Hardwicke were dispatched from Ingellee, 
some goods were returned and endorsed off their bills of lading, which endorse- 
ments on examination here appear to have been done in a very careless and 
irregular manner, several numbers bemg there mentioned which are not in 
the mvoices, and others not corresponding with the bales received, you must 



H 


LErrut noM cotnrr 


therefore tend us by the first opportunity rectified account* of the returned 
good* by the *aid ahips and tale care that thi* buimcw is executed with mote 
care for the future. 

16. There were many piece* of mu*hn* deficient by the Fox of the quan- 
tities inrtneed as you nil] observe by our Warehotuclccpcr'* account now trans- 
mitted to you. The package of the bale* appeared in good condition, to that 
there was no reason to suspect then having been opened since they were 6m 
packed and of course they must be charged to the account of the Warehouse 
keeper It is necessary you should make a strict enquiry into an affair 
attended with to great loss and give us an account thereof by the fim con 
veyance, and also to take proper measure* far effectually preventing the file 
in future. 

17 With respect to your letting out the Godolphtn to freight we niait 
observe that the term* were very disadvantageous to the Company upon the 
contract made with the freighter*, the 30,001 rupee* paid by them for ten 
months amounting to no more than £3050-24 whereas the demorage paid by 
the Company for those ten months amounts to £5517 12 so that the Company 
lose more than £1400 by that contract. A* to what you write about an abate- 
ment made to the freighter* on the account of the time lost by docking at 
Bombay the method you pursued on that account was right, and as wc hare 
adjusted this matter with the own era to our satisfaction, you may debrer the 
freighter* up their obligation. 

18. The journal* of the ships Chesterfield And Norfolk should hare been 
sent to us properly certified by the commander* a* their original Journals of 
the occurrences and transactions of their voyage*. \\ c suppose those books to 
be in your poueswon if not you are to procure them from the persons who 
have them and in cither case send them by the next conveyance*. And you 
arc to observe it a* a standing rufc in future that the journals of atf ships tent 
to India and not intended to be returned to England are in like manner to 
be remitted to ui. 

19 We have with great satisfaction observed the prudent measures taken 
by you for the tccurlty of our shipping and the trade la general agabut the 

Lre, Hrh FcUct design* of the three French ships of wax which were cruising 

1763 in Balbsorc Road* in the months of January and February 

Part, 3, II 36. J 763 And wc must acknowledge that It was to your care 

the impending danger was mertrd and that we suffered no lots after you 
received a dr fee of their being at the said tejuoa. 

20. The French plan was well calculated and had It been atfcndid 
with that success which they might reasonably ffatfer thrtnwbf* »h 
wc might have had a more sensible bkrw than that wc mwcJ bv thru 
capture of the JI oJfoie upon the Coast of Choromandel and wc think <wr 
•circs extremely happy in the providential escape of so many of 
shipping 

21 Aj wnram Mink Mate of the Sfrnfxrff « rottntrj «wl ha 
miitnt; hit nape after he mi ulnt hr the ull xjtudron tut the 
of rtudmiK; mott rrutnul Kt«t thro the ratty imrUtynxr hr f 1, f T 
tod iodrtd thr £m tot) rcrrirctL wc hijhty tfltrmc of tbr frrx-ttt 
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made him on the part of the Company of one thousand rupees And it was 
very right m the merchants of the settlement to make him a handsome 
present for the benefit they received in their private fortunes by his said good 
sen ice. And if you can give hnn further encouragement it will be still more 
pleasing to us. 

22 You did well in giving Capt Henry Wedderburn 3 the thanks of the 
Board for his good services on tins occasion during Ins cruize m the Sea Horse 
sloop and as you point him out to us as a man of merit and very fit to succeed 
Captain Scott in the post of Master Attendant, Capt Page Keble not being 
arrived from Bombay, we do therefore agree that if Capt. Keble does not 
chose to take upon him the office of Master Attendant at Fort William upon 
the death or otherwise of Capt Scott and signifies the same to you in writing 
upon your giving him notice of such vacancy agreeable to the directions m 
our letter of the 13th March 1761 that m such case Captain Wedderburn do 
succeed thereto 

Secondly of goods from Europe or from one part of India to another 

23 In answer to the 29th paragraph of your letter of the 8th April 1762 
and the Commissary of Artillery’s report therein referred to we are to inform 
you that no brass guns howitzers or mortars are sent out by the Company 
but what are proved at the King’s warren 4 at Woolwich by His Majesty’s 
Proof Masters where they undergo the same inspection and examination m 
every particular as those for His Majesty’s service, and none received but 
what are m as perfect a condition as they should be were they to be deli- 
vered mto the King’s stores, and they are made conformable to draughts 
received from the Office of Ordnance The trunnion and cascable always 
remain unfinished until the carriage and elevating screw are fitted to the 
gun, for which reason they must soil be sent m that state, and indeed they 
are dehvered so mto the Kong’s stores, an iron spike must even be in the 
center of the cylinder to keep the core m its proper place when the gun is cast, 
but this is always bored down to the bottom We apprehend the Commis- 
sary must have made a mistake m saying it’s impossible to fire twenty 
rounds without their vents bemg blown as this is a circumstance looked 
upon as highly improbable and what we are assured by the founder has never 
been known to happen to the best of his information Upon the whole as we 
know the importance of having our artillery m the best condition, we shall 
contmue to give such directions to every person concerned as will we hope 
prevent any real occasion for complaints 

24 The surgeons letter mentioned in yours of the 13th of December 
respecting the medicines and instruments has been taken proper notice of, 
and. the necessary instructions given this season for their bemg put up as 
recommended to prevent the like accidents happening again as are therein 
noticed 

25 We acquamted you m our letter of the 30th December that the 
Government mtended to send out about 128 tons of victua llin g stores, one 
moiety whereof was to be sent to Fort St George, and the other to Bombay 
We are now to inform you that only 11 tons will be sent m the whole and 
that is all laden on the ship Worcester 
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Thirdly of Invest men Is 

26, Having given our *entimenn very fully in our later of the 30th 
of December upon the subject of your rn rearm cm, ire hare only nenr to refer 
Lrt. 30th Octr ^ OU *° tamc * or most careful attention depending 
pa n, 33 35 , 43 . u P° n y our exerting yourselres to enlarge it at every 
settlement and residency wherever it can be done with a 
due regard to the quantities, qualities and *ortroenu, mentioned in the luu 
transmitted to you this season and here we arc to observe you are endeavour 
mg to encourage the provision of piece goods at Chittagong which we hope 
will be attended with tne desired success with respect to raw silk in particular 
you did right in directing the Chief and Council at Cossimbuzar to extend 
the provision of that article as much as possible and we shall hope by the 
next season s shipping to see the good effects of your said directions. 

27 We find Mr De la Porte has informed you he believed he could be 
of most service to the Company in regulating the investments of fine cloths 
- j, “nd *ilk piece goods, and that in consequence thereof he 

pa_ 9 was to proceed to Dacca taking Cossimbuzar in his way As 

we have a good opinion of his knowledge and judgment 
in Bengal goods we shall depend upon your employing him wherever and in 
whatever manner you shall think most for the adrantage of the Company 

28. Mr De la Pone we find has represented to you that his stipend or 
salary (of two hundred pounds a year) is insufficient to defray his necessary 
ex pen ces, and you assure us his representation is just we 
Lir^ 1 tb Feb. flrc willing to give him all due encouragement to serve die 
Company in his station with alaentr We therefore Irate 
it to you to give him such a gratuity as you shall think reasonable and he 
may be deserting of provided his salary and gratuity together do not exceed 
the annual sum of three hundred pounds. 

29 At the time we framed the list of investment the corahs of the 
natural colour mentioned m your later of the 13th December 176”* mere rvu 
sold so that we could not therein give any opinion of 
Lit. 30th Octr them but we can now inform you that they were tolerable 

pa^ 43, 13 Deer yrcU j,ked therefore besides the quannry of that article 

already ordered we would have two tltouund taffatlo 
made and sent us without any dye of die umal length and breadth of taffada. 
to be manufactured in the belt manner you can hare them done. 

30. In answer to what you say in your letter of die Mth hrlrfuary a* wt 
doorcas cossajura as we have received only one bale of smelted d x*cai wuhln 
these two years pavt, it is impossible fur us to give 
Ijt. Mih Febty opinion whether to ghe the preference tn the ernuptrj a 
P Jr ** Dacca sons, hut we hope to receive some of each daw fn 

the best manner by which we shall be able to form a judgment sod h* 
consequence thereof give vou the necr»«ry tWuon* 

31 We hare often directed that account* should be writ u* fn 
manner the bus of Investment* have l*m complied with at tori W^lfum and 
cvcrv place subordinate thereto We hate accordmylr recei rd such ****** 
frmn some of them but you mu*t tale care that fur live fututr dev arr wot 


Lre Hlb Feb. 
pa. 34 
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from all places where goods are provided, and if possible sooner in die season 
than they are generally transmitted 

32 Altho’ we aie in hopes you will have such success m your investment 
of bale goods as will not lay you under the necessity of lading such large 
propoitions of salt petre m order to make up die charter- 
pa Lf 24 Febry party tonnage of our several ships as has been the case 
for some time past, yet a considerable quantity will doubt- 
less be wanted, and as by our relinquishing (for die present at least) our 
exclusive perwanna or grant for diat article m consequence of which the 
Dutch have a liberty of purchasing as diey please, you are certainly very 
right m endeavouring to settle such a plan widi the Directore and Council at 
Chinsura as may contribute to prevent the farms falhng agam mto die hands 
of any of the Moor merchants, and to regulate the proportions for each 
Company in such a reasonable manner as may be consistent with die interest 
of both for which purposes you proposed the salt petre should be bought 
under the sanction of our perwana Your next letter we hope will inform us 
that this affair has been setded to the mutual satisfaction of both parties 


Fourthly of the Country Government and transactions with the 
French and other European powers 


Lre 9 th April 
Pa 32 

30 Octr 100 


33 We are concerned to observe that there is haidly a circumstance that 
occurs with the Dutch m which they do not aggravate every thmg to its 

heighth and that in terms which seem to be peculiar to 
diemselves This among odier transacnons is evident from 
what passed . upon your demanding dieir delivering up 
some deserters from our troops at Patna , their artifice is 
also very apparent m their insisting upon a clause m a cartel proposed by 
diem as mentioned m your letter of the 8th April 1762 for the mutual delivei- 
rng up of deserters excepting, however, Dutch men who should desert to 
them, and vice versa Enghsh men who should desert to you The prejudice 
to us and the advantage on their side if such a clause had been inserted are 
so plain that you acted properly in not agieemg to it 

34 We are extremely glad to find by your letter of die 14th February 
1763 diat the disagreeable altercations and disputes between the Enghsh and 

Lre [301 Octr Dutch factories concerning the ophium trade have been 
1762 Pa 32. accommodated by the President, when he was at Patna, 

Febry 1763 to the satisfaction of both parties, as there is reason to 
1 a believe that both our servants and those of the Dutch have 

been to blame We stricdy charge it upon you to see diat die conduct of 
our servants m the providing or purchasing this article is such as may prevent 
every reason for complaint, and on the other hand die greatest care must 
be taken that the Dutch behave m like manner to ours 


35 We cannot avoid taking nonce diat in the course of die proceedmgs 
between die commissaries of this Company and those of the Dutch among 
odier of the latter’s alledgcd grievances diey complain diat the ophium trade 
at Patna has been monopolized by Mr McGwire and we find by your 
register diat the said complaint was too veil founded, you are therefore to 
signify to Mr McGwire our displeasure at dns transaction of his and as 
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»uch a proceeding in future mint prove eery prejudicial to indinduali and Lr 
tnc mean* of occasioning crnbarrasmenis to the Company it is our pouitrc 
order that you take care to prevent ercry kind of roonopolr and if rtxt find 
any perron or perrons guilty of such unfair practice* he or they arc to be 
forthwith dismissed from the Company $ service. 

36. Willing a* we arc that every occasion for disputes with tin: Dutch 
should be industriously avoided and that harmony and friendship should he 
cultivated with the greatest care between the two Companies ami their 
respective servants in India, yet a due attention must be always had to prevent 
their infringing or breaking in upon our just rights and pnrilege* and a strict 
eye must be kept upon all their motions, and you arc to send us in the most 
aurhcnt/ck manner whatever papers pass between rod and the Dutch upon 
any difference* or disputes whatsoever agreeable to our former order* which 
arc sufficiently Lnid down therein. 

37 From the whole of your proceedings with respect to Numleomar 1 
there seems to be no doubt of hit endeavouring by forgery and false 
accusations to ruin Rurndium ' that he has been guilty 
carr ) in S on correspondences with the country power* 
30 Ocu lil. MX hurtful to the Company* interests and Instrumental In 
conveying letter* between the Shazada and the French 
Governor General of Pondicherry in short It appears he is of tliat wricked and 
turbulent disposition that no harmony can subsist in a society where he ha« 
the opportunity of Interfering we therefore most readily concur with you 
that Nundcomar is a person improper to be trusted with hn lilicTO in nut 
settlements, and capable of doing mischief IF be is permitted to go out o! 
the province either to the northward or toward* the Detaa We dial! iberr 
fore depend upon your keeping such a watch over all his actions as may hr 
the means of preventing hi* disturbing the quiet of the public or injuring 
Individuals for the future. 


38 In the affair of Coja Petruse f there seems to us much reason to 
doubt the authenticity of the letters and especially as the President has 
declared that no such man as Cawn Beliadr w» often 
Lrr 8 April, 176 mentioned In them was ever seen or heard of liy him iww 
^ Ocn i|4 any ,uc ^ P ro P°* a ^ ever made to him as is therein mm 
tioned hut as you desire to be informed what m ramm yiwi 
may lawfully take m eases of this nature ami particularly what proofs are 
sufficient to authorize you to sc Ire the papers of persons accuwd. »r think 
It nght to acquaint you In general fliat wltrre the accused are the »ub}<Tts 
of the Indian pnnee* great caution and circumspection mu t he owd and 
if actual proof cannot be procured hut you have reason to think the •uifwr*n 
well founded you are then to endeavour to get such person called r< rtmotnJ 
by remonstrance* to lu« employers amt upon due pnvd of guilt sou ms> 
him yourselves to hh empbm-ri sslih such oJrfcmr r*f hi jpiut *» 
you shall be jwusessed of The Intcrrepting of Ictirrs mav upti a wtll 
-rounded suspkrm l*c m tome measure jutti&d l*ut the •ctnvg ** f u f rM 
It a matter of a trrv delicate naturr and without the folk t and 
satisfactorr evidence of rive facu. and a rmamty of firsd.ng u*h * 

would authenticate such fact* we cam** rrwoutsgr you t» puww sn*h 


a measure 
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39 We are informed m a letter from your Select Committee of die 
8di April 1762 that die design against the Morattas at Cuttack was dropped, 
as from die situation of affairs and die condition of the 
p Lrc 8 April 1762 Nabob, we must have become principals in the expedition , 
it is widi real pleasure dicrcfore, we find diat project was 
not carried into execution and wc must add that no schemes for military 
operations aie to be adopted unless diey are evidently and most materially 
necessary for die Company’s interest Conquests are not our aim and if we 
can secure and preserve our present possessions in Bengal, we shall rest well 
satisfied 


40 For the same reasons we are well pleased diat you have engaged 
no furdier m assistmg the Rajah of Meekly 8 for obtaining redress for some 
Lrc 30 Octor grievances he complained to have suffered from the 

1762 Pa 46 47 Burmahs, for aldiough die advantages offered by the 

Mr Amyatt’s Rajah may be specious and you might have an opportunity 

Lrc, 16 Dccr Q f g ettin g redress for the repeated ill treatment of our 

settlement at die Negrais, yet die distance of the object, the general weakness 
of our forces and die uncertainty of success surely aie sufficient reasons 
for not proceeding upon new hostilities We do not disapprove, however, 
of your ordering die detachment of six companys of seapoys to take post at 
Moneypoor under the direction of the Chief and Council of Chittagong, 
provided it may have been the means of cultivating a friendship with the 
said Rajah, and giving you an opportunity of bemg acquainted with the 
strength, nature, and dispositions of the Burmahs, that such future use may 
be made of diese circumstances as may be leally and essentially necessary for 
the Company’s interest and on no other account whatsoever, but we shall still 
be always well pleased with and applaud your endeavors foi opening any 
new channels of commerce 


Fifthly of fortifications , buildings and revenues 


Lre 30 Octor 
Pa 64 


41 It is matter of much concern to us to find by Mr Amphlet’s 0 letter 
of the 6th of December 1762 to which you refer for die state of the works at 
Fort William how slowly they go on and particularly the 
little progress made thereon in the course of the precedmg 
season, for which we do not find any reason given either 
by yourselves or Mr Amphlett, we are well satisfied from the whole tenor 
of that gendeman’s conduct during the time he has had charge of diat 
fatiguing branch, that the fault does not lay at his door, but whatever may 
have been the occasion, we recommended it to you m the most serious ma nn er 
to see that the utmost diligence is used for the future, that the works may 
be carried on and compleated m as frugal and expeditious a manner as 
possible We have often taken notice of the heavy expence resulting from 
the extensive and extravagant projects of Mr Brohier, we must therefore 
again recommend to your most serious consideration the contracting his plans 
as far as can be reasonably done, that we may have die pleasure of soon 
seemg a period to the immense charges which have been and we have too 
much reason to apprehend will still be incurred before the works even upon 
the most contracted plan will be compleated 
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4Z W c observe you hare wmc thoughts of fortifying Chittagong'* *hkh 
you represent a* being weal, and indefensible at present and for that purpose 
, ... p . 113(1 wrorc to the gentlemen at that faaory for a pbn 

Pl 32. 7 wIuch yoo ray you apprize us of that we mar acquaint 

t you hmr far we shall approrc of your fortifying that 

settlement from the manner of vour expressing yourselves we arc under some 
doubt you intended to male a beginning before our orders could be r rerun] 
but we hope you ha\c not taken such a hberty for we arc entirely averse to 
your undertaking any new works at an) of our subordinate settlement* except 
such as may be absolutely and really necessary for housing goods and other 
mercantile uses only especially when we arc not fully Informed of all arcum 
stances and the proper plans and estimates of the ex pence have been laid 
before us nothing of which is done with respect to Chittagong you arc 
therefore [not] to suffer any works to be set about at Chittagong without our 
express leave. 


43 We have with great pleasure taken notice of your frequent return 
mendattons of Mr Amphlctt we arc satisfied the) arc no more than arc due 
to his mem and services and sorry we arc that his health 
would not permit of his continuing In charge of the work 
a* Principal Engineer you will consider of some tiauon 
agreeable to his standing uhcran be may be most useful to the Company and at 
the same time advantageous to himself and promote him thereto a* we arc 
desirous he should ha\c all due encouragement- 


Lit 30 Oct 
Pa. 6Z 


44 In consequence of what we wrote to )ou on the 30th December 
CapL Fleming Martin* 1 proceeds on tJ>c Vann t tort to take upon him the 
post of Principal Engineer of our Presidency at Fort William he has bem 
extreme!) well recommended to us as a gentleman of abilities in Jus profession 
and we hope will fully answer our expectations. Besides his post of tapneef 
he is to succeed to the command of Captain of one of our artillery companies 
upon the Cm vacanc) tliat shall happen after his arrival 

45 Captain Martin having no separate in it ructions or powers from os ai 
engineer he n to act under your direction you arc therefore to gi't him 
the necessary orders from time to time and furnish him whh copies of such 
parts of cnir letters and your own proceedings as may be most useful to him 
and of whatever else may he material for his information In doing which 
you wllj always have m slew the conducting the works with the utmost diligence 
economy and frugality so frequcntlr recommended to tour attention «ml cafe 

46. He is to fay before you from time to time die progress m-ule In th^ 
se v er a l works earned on under Ins direction which Is to l*c transmitted to m 
ns often as conveyances offer and at live same tunes you ate to p»r o' joof 
thoughts and sentiments upon the whole 

47 Captain Martin as Principal Ijigmcrf 1» to rank a» Captain jM 
hate the annual salary of three hundred pounds in full ermudefatsno f * l * 
services In that station- If however lie h *t rvus^brury ciprtwn H 
the execution of Ids office they arc to be paid. Wr mmt k i«c « I » > ** 

judge of such rxpemrs. depending upon )uur making n* d.wieo t »t * 
shall appear unavoulabfc and rra*oruh!c 

4^3 Although we hair not agreed to fcod him sn Isoute d spirtr-'e 



22 FEBRUARY 1764 


21 


yet you arc to accommodate him with one if it can be conveniently done , 
but it is not intended that the Company should be at any expcncc m hiring one. 

49 Captain Martin as before observed is to succeed to the command as 
Captain of one of our artillery companies upon the first vacancy diat shall 
happen aftei his arrival for which he is to have the established pay of two 
hundred pounds a year ; in die mean time and until such vacancy happens, 
it is our pleasure and direction that he be allowed die said pay of two. 
hundred pounds a year He is to take rank as Captain upon Ins arrival as 
first of the gentlemen proceeding this season to your Presidency in diat 
rank, and lus pay both as Engineer and Captain is to commence upon such 
his arrival 


Lre 30 Octr 
Pa 63 


50 We sent you last season Mr John Fortnom as a Civil Architect and 
Assistant Engineer, and this year Mr Paul Benfield proceeds m die like 
capacitys to Fort St George but if not wanted there to be 
sent to your Presidency as you will observe by your letter 
of 30th December Upon one of dicse ships we likewise 
send out Mr James Buder to be a practitioner engineer and ensign These 
gendemen we hope will prove an useful recruit to die said corps, and are all 
we can at present engage We must suppose diat Lieutenant Policr to whom 
you have given die rank of Captain Lieutenant, will make a good assistant 
to Captain Martin as you have diought fit to give lnm the charge of the works 
until we sent you a Chief Engineer, and as second in rank , you have our 
leave therefore to continue him m that station 


51 The revenues at your Presidency being now become an object of 
great importance, die care and attention you may discover for die improve- 
ment thereof cannot but be highly agreeable to us 

52 It is widi great pleasure we hear that the revenues of die Burdwan 
piovince 12 have been encreased one lack and a half for die last year, but as 

from die annual advances that have been agreed to by the 
Pa Lr |j ^ 2 ° Ctr 1762 R a J a h which are so much greater dian he at first seemed 
willing to allow this province would admit of, there is 
reason to believe diat the real produce of the lands may be greater than 
you have hitherto been able to discover, and the lands themselves may by 
good management and a state of tranquility be capable of still further improve- 
ment, we trust that the revenues arising from them. will be proportionably 
encreased 

53 As to the provmces of Chittagong and Midnapore, we could not but 
hope to have found an increase answerable to the expectations you had given 

us in your letter of 12th November 1761 but whatever may 

do 53, 54 have been the cause of the litde advance that has been 

made diereon for the last year, we rely on your zeal and fidelity to take the 
advantage of every opportunity that may offer for the enlargement of these 
revenues 

54 As by the method you proposed of keepmg the Calcutta purgannahs 
in the Company’s hands for one year, you will undoubtedly have obtained a 
full knowledge of the measurement, produce, and value of these districts, we 
hope that you have by this time established this revenue upon terms the most 
advantageous to the Company 
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55. The disposal of the salt firmi upon the terra* you hare agreed to, 
we mu« conclude to be the best that circumstance would permit however 
as we ourselves hare not sufficient light* to judge how far these revenue* mar 
or ought to he extended we must rely on you to make such future improve 
menu as you shall find practicable and expedient. 


56 As you mention that these farms male a separate article of the 
Calcutta revenues you nail take care in your statement of the fntr^annah 
accounts to keep this under a dtsttnet head that we roar at all times reathlT 
sec the amount thereof. 


57 The method you hare fixed on for levying on the inhabitants a 
proportion of the expence for repairing roads making drams &ca appears to 
us the best expedient for remonng all difficulties you were under with regard 
to so necessary a charge and you will perceive by our letter of tb~ 9th March 
1763 that we ourselves were under some doubts how far «c might be 
authorized by our Charter to make assessment* for such purposes, therefore 
as the doubling the tax on ground rents (which before was rated very low) 
seems liable to no objections we entirely approve of your determination 
thereon. 


53. Although you have not corn pleated your enquiry Into the fraud* 
committed by several persons concerned in the new works, yet It sufficiently 
appears from the progress you have made therein that the 
Pas! r 58, J 59 0 6| r Company hate been notoriously abused and sorry we arc 
to observe that two of our Utc servants, n I Messrs. 
Mackctt and Boddam are suspected of pardcrpating in the said frauds during 
the times of their respective paymastershlps the first to the amount of forty 
thousand rupees and the other twenty thousand rupees we shall expect to 
see the final result of your enquiry and as you by this time must l>c welt 
informed of the various methods which have been taken to wrong the 
Company yon wb\ be \bc bevies able \t> guard against the bVt In fnvutv 
and we shall accordingly depend upon vour constant care and attention to 
that purpose. 


59 "k ou will omit no opportunities of recovering whatever It shall 
evidently appear the Company hare been wronged of (so) far as the effects 
of nnv of the delinquents may be come at Jlrohicr you Inform us was at 
Col umbo and Low!* his late assistant died at Batavia we fear tlvrfcfocr little 
can be expected from those quarters however so long a* any prohaMfitv 
remains vour care must be continued. 


60 As you assure us that after the strictest tnqulry Mr Francl* CHsrlttm 
ha* altogether acquitted himself of ha sing had anr concern whatever In the 
gross frauds committed in carrying on the works and that 
Lrc JO^Oar you are fully convinced whatever negligence msy *Pl** Jf 
^ 60 1 on his part was owing to hi* ill state of health drpmd n ' 

therefore upon your assurance* and represent a non of Mr Charlton* 
we do convent to his being restored to our servke and lie »• amvd'~g>* 
to take his standing therein In the rank lie stood at the time of 1 «» * 
mission but let him know we shall expect he wilt comlnee «* bv * ***** 
ful and dihgem discliarge of hh doty that thl* favour !» **T fl T rm 

gonfened 
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Sixthly ami seventhly of covenant and military servants and accounts 

61 Having appointed twenty five writers upon the Bengal establishment 
last season and fourteen tins, we arc \ery certain if proper care is taken to 
keep them to their duty, you can have no reason to complain for want of 
assistance, and diat they may be kept to their duty, you arc strictly to attend 
to and carry into execution die instructions and orders we gave on this head 
in our letter of 17th December 1762 


62 Upon the decease of your two chaplains, Mr Cape and Mr Stavely, 
we obsene you have appointed and recommended for our 
confirmation, the Rcvd Mr William Hurst, Chaplain 
to Admiral Cornish and Mr William Parry, Chaplain to 
His Majesty's 84th Regiment of both which gentlemen you 
give good characters, but as we have never had more than 

two chaplains upon the Bengal establishment and we sent out last season the 
Revd Mr Fur nival Bowen as one of diem, he is to be the first chaplain in 
rank, and we confirm your appointment of Mr Hurst who is to be the second 

63 If diere is a vacancy by the decease of Mr Bowen or Mr Hurst then 
we would have it filled up by die Rcvd Mr Parry, but if bodi die first 
mentioned gentlemen are at Fort William, he is to remain there in the rank 
of third chaplain until diere is a vacancy by die dcadi or coming away of 
either of them, or he is to succeed on any vacancy at our Presidency at 
Fort St George or that of Bombay, but after Mr Parry is provided for in 
any of the b aforementioned modes you are to return to the original establish- 
ment of having no more at any one time than two chaplains 

64 We think it reasonable that the surgeons and assistants who are 
employed in attending our troops should be deemed as much upon the 

establishment as others, and be entitled to succeed to be 
Pa^ r 38 ^ 1 head surgeons at the Presidency as vacancies happen 

accordmg to their rank if you are fully satisfied of their 
abilities , altho’ m general we would have them advanced m turn it is 
not to be observed as an invariable rule, for the man of superior abilities should 
always have the preference and this we leave to you to determine upon, 
depending upon your making your choice without any other consideration 
whatsoever than is due to merit 


Lrc |8?] April 
1762, Pa 23 
do 1 3 Dccr 
[Pa] 14 

do 17 Deer 1762 
Pa 41 


65 We have given leave for Mr Robert Nicolson’s proceedmg to any 
of our setdements m India to be entertained as a surgeon where he may be 
\\ anted if found deserving, next after such as have been already recommended 


66 As you had employed a person for so long a space of time to bring 
up your General Books, we had the greatest reason to expect that you would 
have been enabled to transmit them to us compleat to 
April 1762, the omission of which has mvolved us m many 
difficulties, one of which we shall particularly mention, 
and that is the uncertainty we are in with regard to the expences attending 
the French prisoners at your Presidency and this at a time when it was 
material for us to deliver m our demand on this account. 


Lre 1 3 Deer 
1762 Pa 19 


67 Your General Books would have removed part of our difficulties as they 
must have shewn at one view the amount of this expence for the period they 
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£rom 8udl OTT1L,,Mn wc ^ the grew* TUUM ft, mnahn 
that yon have not tent us a teparate account of the expencej of French 
prwODcn at ; your PrarcfcncT The only general state tre haven, rtude u. it 
that received per ;/ wrrw n-Juch ira, elated Site January in& but thn jute 
we can by no meant rely on at It appear, defective for tome penodi In which 
we apprehend exp cnee, mu it necetunly have been incurred. 


ffl. However a, the ex pence attending French prooner, cannot, from 
it, nature be toon finally clowd, we muit here repeat on r former onlm that 
you do not fad to ,tate a icparatc and arcumttanua) account or thl» opener 
from it, commencement to the latest period and traojmir the out ro u, by 
the first advice* and continue to do so by ercry conveyance Inserting the 
additional ci pen ces that may have occurred from time to time and mb if 
to be continued until the whole 1* coroplcatetL 


69 We must further observe to you that as we may be calk'd upon for 
particular voucher* to our account it is requite you should hare your 
statement* authenticated if possible in the same manner as those at Fort 
St. George which arc certified by some French officer or cinl servant, but if 
such signature* should not now be attainable at your Presidency you will 
tale care at least ro give your accounts the best authentication In your power 


70. When we gave you directions in our letter of JPrh February 17 62 
to explain mote particularly the demands made for bonds lost at the capmre 
^ , -j of Calcutta, we had reason to hope that your answer would 

Pa*. 85 « 92. bare been so full and satisfactory as nor to leave m in our 

former uncertainty with respect to the justness of the 
claims, but we ore sorry to observe that from your inaccuracy with respect 
to one of the claims we cannot be entirely sauced of your care in the 
examination of this matter 


71 We arc led to this observation from the claim for a bond In the 
name of Thomas Purnell to the amount of current rupees 39.076- J -6 for which 
sum a certificate had been granted and which you admit as Justly due 
though it appears by your treasury accounts for February 17 56 that run mi 
rupee* 13336-5-3 had been paid off that bond and indeed had you mb met! 
to your General Book* ending Mav 1756 you would have found that the 
balance due to him was no more than current rupees 257-P 12*3 whkh 
ballanec also appear* the same on your General Book* ending Aped 1753 whkh 
are the last received. 


72- However a* the claim* mentioned tn your letter of the 36th Ckto!<t 
1762 have been long in suspener we have taken the same into cwnideratkwt 
and with respect to the demand made at your Presidency for pdnrlpd *J>! 
Interest of an interest note made out in 1754 for current rupee* VV "*3 h 
the name of Messrs. Drake and NUnnmgham on account of 
Tipping and It appearing that a rwrtaml cvudwaie wa* on tlte Tm OvmJwt 
1757 gnen under the hand* of the Goverttour ami Cntmcd cf the *- 5 * 
Presidency that such interest note was not (tn the best of 
paid off or discharged In full or in part between the dnpauh of the 
Cant. Veard and the loss of the settlement in Jut* *v dutrf that the 
«*d principal sum together sn.h all in. rent due tbenon be **™ t r* ?' 
of our cash mi Calcutta upon the *akl onginsl certificate of tlrf I »h 
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1757 being delivered up and also upon leading with you an affidavit to be 
made by Mary Tipping and Catherine Tipping (widow of George Tipping) 
to the purport mentioned in a form we have herewith sent you, and upon 
diis further condition that the said Mary Tipping and Geoige Tipping’s 
personal representative or whoever shall appear to be lntitlcd to the money 
shall execute a bond according to the form now also sent, and you aic to take 
care diat the security be responsible, and lcquirc in all the other cases after- 
mentioned, surctys to be bound with the claimants of the money, and full 
satisfaction is to be given you that no allowance has been made m respect 
of die sums claimed upon lost bonds out of the Restitution Fund 11 

73 We have also considered of the demand for the principal and interest 
upon die seven bonds mentioned m your same letter of the 30th October 
1762 and whatever is due for principal and interest diereon, we direct also 
to be discharged upon the like certificates from our Govcrnour and Council 
for die time being delivered to you and the like affidavits being made and 
bonds of indemnity given as above directed concerning die first mentioned 
interest note The form of the affidavit and bond herewith sent (with varia- 
tions to suit the different circumstances) will serve in these last cases, and 
you are to take care that where the original proprietors do not apply for 
payment, the tides of die parties applying be well made out and ascertained, 
and you are to have discharges or audiorities to pay the money from die 
personal representatives of the deceased proprietors and in every of the 
cases, we desire die best evidence may be laid before you that the nature 
and circumstances of them will admit of 

74 But as the bonds for diese demands are of a considerable standing 
and cannot from dieir circumstances be pioduced to you, we must parti- 
cularly recommend to your attention diat die several dai[es] of them be 
stricdy examined into lest any mistakes should be made in the computation 
of mterest and this we are led into from the perusal of Mr Holwell’s letter 
to you dated 5th March 1759 which we received per Prince George wherein 
Mr Holwell mentions Mr Purnell’s bonds to consist of four and to be dated 
in December 1750 where by your General Books 175.4 to 1755, it appears that 
his demand of current rupees 39,076-1-6 arose m die following manner 

Principal of a note dated 1st January 1753 for C Rs 35,849-10-0 

Interest one year 3,226- 7-6 


C Rs 39,076- 1-6 

and consequently simple interest only is to be computed from 1st January 
1754 allowmg for the above payment of G Rs 13,333-5-3 in February 1756 

75 This precaution arising from the state of Mr Holwell’s demand as 
attorney to die heirs of Thomas Purnell, wall necessardy mduce you to be 
equally careful widi respect to the dates of the other bonds and the mterest 
thereon 

76 We must here inform you that Mr Holwell has given us a bond 
of indemnity and other requisites to our satisfaction m respect of a lost note 
or bond for current rupees 10,000 made out in his name m 1747 which by 
Mr Holwell’s application and the 87th paragraph of your General Letter dated 
30 October 1762 appears to be m trust for the widow of Robert Massey 
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d«««d. Wc hereby direct you to py the utd pnnapl .wl the tntcmi 
due thereon (which is *aid to be from the 1st February 1761) ro Mr HolwdU 
attorney and as Mr Holwdl desires a new bond may be made out in hi* 
name for the principal you may at the same ume receive from his attorney 
the said sum of nirrrm rupees ten thousand into our cash and give a n ck 
bond accordingly As the indemnity bond and other papers girtn by 
Mr Holwd! are to remain in our hands ir is not necessary for you to require 
any further security or evidence relative to this demand. 

77 From the account you gave us in your letter of the 30th October 
1762 of the state of the restitution ro European sufferer*, wherrin 
from you advise us that the balance then due to that fund wa* 

Pw. 94 »od 96 no more than current rupees 58,335-130 we could not but 
be surpnzed at a bill bong filed against the Company in the Court of 
Chancery here by the claimants on the Restitution Fund for a haflance ml 
to be due to them amounting to upwards of one million of current rupee* 
however we have prepared an answer to this bill but find ourselves under 
great difficulties for want of the following materials — the particular* ami 
amount of all the sums claimed and admitted by the commissioner* the 
particular sums paid and unpaid on each claim admitted and of the iwroty 
per cent thereon. 


7& This bill filed in Chancery alleges that the claims admitted amounted 
in the whole to current rupees 39,54 722. The only account wc hare rccciml 
Is the abstract on your Consultation of the claims admitted before the 13th 
October 1757 which makes the amount but current rupees 3942F98— and 
supposing the plaintiffs bill to be right in this respect we must conclude 
that the remaining sums were admitted after October 1757 


79 The amount set forth in die bill with the 20 per cent thereon makr* 
current rupees 47 45,666, hut then the account of the European Restitution 
Fund as appears by the Restitution Book dosed 30th September 1761 (a copy 
of which you hare transmitted to us) makes the amount of the mmer paid 
out of our treasury (whkh we suppose to be to the claimant*) no le** than 
current rupees 523HJ970 — which is current rupee* 5.49.3M— more titan the 
amount of the claims and 20 per cent thereon and by tour treaiurr account* 
from 30th September 1761 to 3l*t December 1762 there appear to be mint 
other payments made on account of thi* fund and ymi gl*r u« rra*on i« 
understand that some part of the claims admitted were mil to be rrccncd nut 


of our treasury 

SO Being In thh state of uncertainty »e are unable to set f«*tth *«*h an 
account as we wi*h to do or indeed such as the nature of the ra*c r»q ‘ fr* 
^ou must therefore not fail to give u* a full account of ilw »un« tU nvt 
and admitted hr flic commisdoners for restitution and for what claimed 
admitted and whether anr part remain* unpaid and to whom *m\ 
voucher* for the several payment*. Wi must likewise inform u* »heth't tt^r 
whole of noydoolub* rommuuon lia* been pat*! and whether he h»* F*™ 
any receipt for it. Tltcsc particular* you roust supplr u» with » 

every other information you may think necessary and J™? L,,. 

to us what i* meant hr reserved rommimofl'* hi the Mn! an* 
craph* of your letter of the Pth Nm ember 1*61 to *^h ^ 

due upon what corrodent*** am! wliat I* the amount theft** 
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SI Wc send vou m dupluaic hv the ships Pule of Alluut\ * nnd 
Vauvltari a copv of the hill beforv mentioned and our answer thereto In 
uluch vou util hr the better enabled to judge wlnt information it is nuo- 
<arv for us to receive nnd \ou mtiM take inre to hr very full nnd explicit 
with respect to every circutmumc required 

82, We cannot conclude the Mibjrtt of restitution to European sufferers 
without txpressing out surpri/t tint the elnttu of Mr Van Standi n vvluch 
appears so equitable and well Mipjwirtrd should have bee n rcjreteel hv the 
commissioners on net mint of his he my a foreigner . hut as to the opinion vou 
give us that this gentle nnn‘< ca v c mas he considered as far as tltc amount 
of the surplus monrv will admit, vou must now he sensible that while the 
surplus Itself is m dispute, u is impossible for us to tome to am determina- 
tion as te> the disposal thereof However, hv our answer to the hill before 
mentioned, vou will perceive how desirous we art of doing him all the justice 
in our power and therefore automat othrr tnforni.ittmts rt quire d. you must 
give us all the materials ton can collect that nm enable us to support his claim 
upon the Restitution Fund 


S3 With respect tea the legacies given hv Omicltmte!'* mentioned m the 
35th paragraph of your General letter of Sih Ajird 1 762, we have no objec- 
tion to vour receiving into onr cash the annual sums to he 
UOMPil 3^ nl remitted to England according to the usual course of 

' “ L ^ remittances for the benefit of the Foundling and Magdalen 

Hospitals, hut as to the capital sum of current rupees 37,500 which you inform 
us Huzzoonmul rcqucsicd he might pav into our treasury at Calcutta 
there to remain for ever and the interest to he remitted annually to these 
charities, wc can by no means agree that the same he received into our 
treasury upon live terms proposed by Huzzoorimul and indeed wc concluded 
you had not taken any step towards accepting it or done anything relative 
to Omichund’s bequest except by giving bills to Hu77oorimul, his executor, 
for the two sums of current rupees 1,500 each, nil the governours of the 
Foundling Hospital transmitted to us copy of a letter from Mr George 
Williamson (Secretary at your Presidency) to their treasurer acquainting lum 
that in consequence of Huzzoonmul’s request (a copy of which 
Mr Williamson transmitted to the treasurer) you had with great chcarfulncss 
taken the management of die stock into your hands by which we suppose is 
meant the capital of current rupees 37,500 bcforcmcntioncd 


84 Wc therefore could not but be surprized at the unexpected appli- 
cation we received from die governours of this hospital desiring us to authen- 
ticate your proceedings and wc diercforc cannot hut express our disapprobation 
of your having taken such a step without first acquainting us with Hu77oori- 
mul’s proposal and receiving our determination thereon 

85 Upon mature deliberation we have acquainted the governours of the 
two hospitals diat we do not consent that the capital sum of current 
rupees 37,500 be received into our treasury at Calcutta as a fund to answer the 
annual sums by way of interest to be paid to these hospitals, and those 
gentlemen have thereupon signified to us that they are desirous the capital 
should be remitted to them m England, to be laid out at interest here, to 
which we have no objection if Huzzoorimul consents to take bills for it and 
remit them , but however that may be, we direct that m ease the 37,500 egrrent 
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letter from court 


™P' e * have b«n paid into pour treannp pou maic n protett bp Inter to 
Huzzoonniul that ire refuse to accept this tnoncp upon the terms proposed, 
and if the money is not paid in yon are to refine it upon those terms but 
you may accept the money at interest and give a common note for it (ulmg 
no notice of the legacy) *o as to leave us at liberty to pay off and Huxzoonraul 
to caU m the principal at any time as we or he shall think fit and upon hu 
remitting the interest to England you arc to draw the bills in common for to 
as for cash paid in, but to take receipts for the interest and let the business 
be transacted in this manner till the method of disposer of the pnncroal 
shall be entirely settled. 

85. From the view presented to us in your letter of the 14th of February 
1763 of the expen ccs and revenues of your Presidency it appears that the 
former amount to the amazing sum of forty lack of rupees out of the shiy 
lack which you compute the revenues ac so that there remains no more than 
twenty lack for providing your investments, for our China trade the assistance 
of Bombay and various other calls for money without drawing bills upon 
us to an ambunt which has been and we fear will still continue to be of 


great inconvenience Co us however we must submit to It so far at rou find 
really necessary for the beforemen tioned purposes. But as the military ex 
pence alone is computed at no less than thirty lack certainly as you obsent 
it should be an object of your most serious attention and we occordmglt 
most strongly recommend your reawumlng the consideration of reducing the 
tame as far as it can be done, consistently with die plan for maintaining the 
number of troops laid down in our letter of the 30th of December in every 
item that can possibly admit Jr and here the article of batta is a very striling 
one and as we cannot but think it may with great propriety ami reason be 
much reduced we shall expect to hear that according to former onlcrs a« 
well a* these you have and will seriously and earnestly set about and succeed 
in a work of such great importance With care and due regard to economy 
we are satisfied much may be saved also in the expence of your wotl« in 
short wherever savings can with propriety be made it is incumbent on and 
recommended to you to make them. 

87 The lists which we receive from your Presidency of persons residing 
or trading under our protection have been hitherto verr imperfect ami tnuifi 
dent to answer the purposes for which they ate wanted "\ou muit tbctrmtr 
cause exact lists to oc taken every year of all persons whatsoever withm the 
limits or jurisdiction of your Presidency specifying tlierein thetr p»rwn* 
capacity whether they reside at Fort William die subordinates or ant whef 
place and if they have or have not the Company < Keener and tou «> 
require the Master Attendant to deliver in to vou annually l«M o f all •ejlst 
W people employed in the Company* or private senkr In whkh rr is 
distinguish their stations ami whctlver they have the Company • pvtrnj < 
or not. and you must take care to forward to u* l*oih t!u>w hut in 


at least every season. 

83, It bring nftttur^ for our Inform*!™ >h*> »' 'I*-* 11 r j£? } 
our mtnl ItatltTinr. a. full recount. >' ™ I* jwumt rl ib ^ ^ 
rororaodinr. import rel anti rrpottrt! br *11 lufrign “” 1 P' t , 

therefore to be punctual In trenira.ttmg ui »nnuill. .u<Ii *«cunt 
prokfcncT in duplicate at lent. 
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89 Instead of sending copies of your foreign and inland invoices leceivcd 
and sent as articles in the papei packets, let them be entered and transmitted 
to us m books kept for that purpose 

90 In some of die bills of exchange drawn upon us from your Presi- 
dency, there has not been room left on the face for our Secretary here to 
write the acceptance which die propel officer must be directed to rectify m 
future 

91 Several of the packets we have lately leceivcd fiom youi Presidency 
have been put mto boxes much too laigc and inconvenient to be fonvarded 
to us by land carnage from die first port the ship arrives at, and very often 
their unsizeable hulks induces die captains to keep diem on board till the 
ship’s arrival in the river of Thames, by winch means, we have been deprived 
of very necessary and important intelligence for a considerable time, and 
upon openmg such boxes, they have been found diree paits filled widi 
cotton To prevent our meeting with such disappointment m future, you 
must take care to make up your packets more compact and m smaller boxes 


Eighthly concerning the West Coast 

92 Our settlements upon the West Coast 10 being now under die care 
and management of its proper Governour and Council as a Presidency by die 
arrival there of President Carter and our other servants, we have litde moie 
to say under this head than to express our satisfaction at the assistance you 
have already given towards their re-establishment, and notwidistanding it 
is a separate Presidency, to recommend it to you m the strongest manner to 
give it every assistance m your power until it arrives to diat state of maturity 
which we hope and expect to see it m, in order to which you will have a due 
regard to the informations and directions you have already received or may 
hereafter receive from us, as also the requests that shall be made to you from 
time to time by our President and Council at Fort Marlborough 

93 By our directions, the said President and Council will probably 
renew then applications for a supply of workmen , they are m the utmost 
distress for want of some, and we positively direct that you give them all the 
assistance m this way that lays m your power whenever they request it 
Those you sent them some time smee were so ignorant m then busmess, and 
such an useless set of people that we find they were under the necessity of 
returning them, by winch we have been put to an extraordinary expence to 
no purpose , you will be particularly careful, therefore, that those you send 
m future are good workmen m their several professions 

94 We observe with satisfaction the provision you had made and was 
making of ophium for our settlements on the West Coast as mentioned m your 
lettei of the 14th of Februaiy 1763 and though we make no doubt of a conti- 
nuance of your care, yet we dunk it right to remmd you of and enforce our 
former orders on this subject, contamed m our letters to you of the 1st of 
April and 31st of December 1760 for reserving the trade m that article upon 
the said Coast to ourselves, and furnishing our President and Council there 
with whatever quantitys they want and indent for m the best and cheapest 
manner , to which we now add, m order to prevent any illicit trade therein. 
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LETTER TroM CDt'Rt 


*“ ill pnraic trader. to the 5\ at Coin UuU ttultc an entry of thru rarroo 
either it Fort Marlborough or N’attal before they proceed to other pone 
under the penalty of rotzure of lU ophJun. earned In nxh ships othenroc 
than on the Company*, account and the offender, forfctting our temce or 
proreaton. Thj. prohibition and the entry of the cargoer is to be fn force 
rvith reipcer to all our Prcwdcncrei and rottlcment. from which any male it 
earned on to the raid Const, and you arc accordingly to far a. roped, youn. 
to take all the care in your power to catne them to be .tndly obwrrci 


95 We continue our dtreettoru to the Proidcnt and Conned at Fort 
Marlborough to .end all the pepper they can collect Dpon the Ccatt to China 
till they hare our order* to the contrary 


Ninthly concerning the charter 


96 } ou will receive by the ship Duke of Albany His Majesty * pardon* 
for the dove girl Cally and the two men named Chumcro and Sabder mm 
tinned in your letter of the 8th of Apnl 1762 and authenticated copies of the 
said pardon* arc lent by the 1 ansitiart 

97 We will turn our thought* toward* obtaining a discretionary power 
from HU Majdty of granting pardons, which Is always given to the judges 
of assize In England. In the mein time a* there 1* little doubt of obtaining 
the King* pardon upon your application* to us, we think the capital comku 
may be more at large and not shut up in the condemned hole until *n 
answer come* from England yet the)* must be kept in Irons and care taken 
to present escapes. 

98. The war ?ritli France and Spain being at an end your diffunihm 
with respect to the applications made to you for granting 
^09° ° ctr 1 ^ letter* of marque expressed in your letter of the 30th oi 
a ‘ ^ October 1762, are at an end al*o hut If the case should 

ever exist again no such power a* you mention for many n eighty reasons, 
can ever be obtained 


99 In answer to the quene* from the Mayors Court referred to in ymn 
said letter wr hare taken the adnee of the Company* Solhcitof and do tbrrr 

upon inform you that it Is certain nt> man I* obfignl l«y 
* I law to confess thar by hi* answer to a lull or any kgil 

proceeding against him which may make himself liable to anv pecuniar* 
or corporal pumdimcm inflicfcd by rtaturc or the common law 

100 At there arc no suit* in India but by bill and answer the May** * 

Court ought never to allow demurrers to the relief prayed but out* to the 
discovery unit*** when the bill l« so absurd that the plaintiff ought t » l J,r 
no relief upon his own case as for example if A btmgt a IhU ag*m« £ 
charging that B owe* him money and without going any b* 

prays tliat C mav pay B s debt a* A hr hi* own slewing hi no don»nd «r* 
C* the demurrer of C both to the thVmrrv and rebel muu l* 4 

wliemer a pbintiff has a right to Ik- relieved if he prove* the trut » * 

case, the defendant can never demur 10 the rrfwf but onlr t-> if- n rrj 
of *v«H questions the answers to which might suljett turn l» 
damages or forfeiture*. 
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101 In the three causes specified, if the defendants had only demurred 
to the discovery of v\ hat might have made them liable to penalties, nammg 
in their demuirers, the questions they objected to, the demurrers ought to 
have been allowed, and the causes would have gone on as they do every day 
in the Couit of Chancery for lelief, upon such evidence as the plaintiffs were 
able to bring m support of then complaints 

102 But whenevei a general demurrer to discoveiy and relief is put into 
a complamt, which if true, die plaintiff will be reheved, the whole demurrer 
is always overruled, because it is a standing rule that demurreis are entire 
thmgs, and can’t be bad m part, and good m part, and altho’ the Couit 
would be allowed the demurrer to die discovery, yet as the relief is included 
in the demurrer, the whole must be ovei ruled 

103 In the diree causes from the Mayor’s Court, die demurrer 
ought to be overruled, if they went to die relief which the plaintiffs are 
entitled to, as well as to the discovery they have no right to, and the 
defendants must put m answers to die bills, whereby they are to msist, 
that the plaintiffs have no right to any answer from the defendants 
to such part of the bills as may make diem liable to penalties &ca 
but nevertheless, the plaintiffs will have a right to prove such parts 
of their bills, and then the court will give such relief as is consistant 
with justice 

104 In die case of Gourlade and DcLabat against Pudiam, die plaintiffs 
bemg alien enemys, certainly by law the court could not entertain their suit 
and their being prisoners on parole, makes no difference in die question of 
law 

105 Nothing are more frequent in England dian actions against 
attorneys for neglect or mismanagement and they are always brought m the 
court of which the defendant is an attorney 

106 A defendant wheresoever he may live must be served personally 
with die summons of the court but the leaving the body of a subpoena at Ins 
house is here good service , we apprehend no attachment or process of con- 
tempt can legally issue but upon such service of the summons or subpoena 
as is here mentioned, dus we mean m cases where no bail is required, and 
where bail is required, you have very full instructions m the former and 
rules of practice at large and a little application to study that and the law • 
books you are in possession of, would have made your question to us upon 
dus head needless 

107 In answer to that part of your letter of the 8th April 1763 [s?c] 
there are hardly any collections of treaties to be procured which can be 

depended upon, the most compleat work of this kmd we 
1 762 C Pa^33^ n ^ are informed of, is m French entided Histoire des Traitcs 
de Pai\ et Autres Negotiations, in 18 volumes, folio printed 
at Amsterdam, it is '.cry scarce , however, we have sent for it and if we can 
procure it in time, we shall send it by one of the ships of this season, if not 
you mil have it next season widi respect to the law books desired, we now 
send you some of the most approved and for the particulars you are referred 
to the imoiccs 
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103. Ami wc now also send a fifth volume of the statute* at huge instead 
Lre. JOih Octr of one of the two sixth volume* nut up bv mis talc for a 
1/62 r*. 110 fifth which you have returned to us. 


Supplement 


109 The beforegoing pan of thu letter was vrrutc before tltc arrival of 
the Lapnng by which we recared on the 4th instant by way of Fort Sl George 
your two letter*, dated the 18th of April 1763 one oi than upon die genera! 
affair* of the Presidency the other upon the very extraordinary tranwctioni 
with respect to the licentious private trade earned on by our servant* and the 
unwarrantable measure* talcn to oblige the Subah Cwnm Aly Cawn to 
•ubmir to the unwarrantable term*, the Council thought fit to impose upon 
him by the deputation of Messrs. Aroyatt and Hay The advice* we rrmmJ 
from Fort Sl George, give ut a further account of the confusion our affairs 
have been thrown into the natural result of those pernicious measure*. 

110 Before the receipt of those advice* we had wrote a letter to yout 
Presidency in consequence of our careful and Impartial enquiry into the 
conduct of our servants m which we plainly pointed our the tendency of the 
measures they were pursuing and the unhappy consequence* which have since 
really happened. In that letter which bear* date the 8th Instant we made the 
necessary alterations in the Coundl and gave wmc directions with respect 
to private trade and other matter* of moment to which all due obedience h 
to be paid. 


Ill In the unhapp) situation oF our affair* in Bengal we judged it 
highly necessary to Invest President \an*ittart or In his absence the President 
and Select Committee for the time being with *omc extraordinary powrn 
a* the only mean* for restoring tranquility These power* are contained In 
our letter to jvu of the 9th Instant and In that addressed to those pern*)* 
therein referred to bearing the same date. 

1J2. Although those persons are vested with the saVl extraordinary 
power* and their order* and direction* arc to be olieyed in the manna men- 
tioned In the wid letter*, yet the rest of the Council and all our tenant* wlut 
soever are to continue to act in their several ranis arid stations and *ent 
the Company to the utmost of their abilities still sulwmient however to the 
said order* and directions. 


113 It U with great satisfaction we observe the readiness of **tt 
President and Council of bon St. George to send you av Urge a rrlnfacrtnrm 
as the circumstance* they were in would possibly admit of ami hr encaging 
Admiral Cornish to *end you two men of war of die line am! two UrfOn. 
From llieir conduct on this and forma ocosVm we have mere teas. *n m 
depend upon llictr continuing to give you all the iswtancc In thru | ^ 
for reestablishing out affairs upon a solid fooiiny hnwrvrt w c hue t 
proper to recommend and leave l( m them {while} p immg rnt any 
plan* or mode* to act In such a manna on ibi» Implant <*«««» a. cmwn 
stance* may from tune to time require 

|H Ba«lr* the rremit* wr wrrul oat this imm f < **** 
Presidencies which we base Ufv<c *d‘t«d sou *( we 
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extraordinaiv occasion dau mined to enciease die numba and foi that pui- 
posc we shall instead of ordering die ships Fori William and Success to 
Madagascar as mentioned m the beginning of this letter, dispatch them to die 
Coast and Bay with as mail) returns as they can possibly carry, consistently 
with dieir healths and we at present bclieic the number in bodi ships may 
amount to about si\ hundred men The terms and eonditions to be agreed 
upon widi the owners for the transport of the said reel tuts will be noticed 
in our letters by those ships 

115 One of the unhappy consequences of your troubles has been foi the 
present at least the cutting off a source from which om China investment 
has had a good supply of cash It is too late and indeed in our picscnt 
situation mcomcmcnt to send out any treasure this year foi that trade We 
hate dicrcfore acquainted our President and Council of Fort St George diat 
w'c must depend upon their making their utmost efforts to iaisc a sufficient 
stock of money and goods to send to China for the ships of this season 
As w'c cannot know your present condition, we can only recommend to 
you m the strongest manner to take the advantage of the first fa\ourablc 
turn m affairs to continue to supply our China supracargos with as large 
and early remittances as may be m your pow'er The importance of this 
object speaks for itself and therefore we hate only to add that unless such 
supplies can be sent, the Company must unavoidably ha\c their distresses 
multiplied 

116 In youi letter of the 18th of April last w r e obscnc the summaiy 
account of your proceedings w idi respect to a snow' called the Susanna Marga- 

r 1 Pa 17 & 25 rctia k° unt l fr° m Mauritius to Negapatam, seized by Cap- 
tain Stephen Iveson, Commander of the Sulivan country 
slnp in Ins passage from Bombay, which you took possession of in behalf of the 
Company, judging her for die reasons therein given to be French pioperty 
Altho’ she w r as reclaimed by the Dutch on account of her having a passport 
from a private Dutch merchant, as w'c arc at present circumstanced wadi the 
Dutch, we could have washed no fresh occasions for altercations had occurred 
and we w r ould as far as is possible have you avoid diem for the future How 
far you have been right in this transaction, w'e cannot say until we have a 
full account of your proceedings, with all the necessary documents and pajieis, 
to prove her French pioperty, which you give us to understand will be sent 
by the slnps Royal George and Earl of Ashburnham As this may occasion 
us a good deal of tioublc, you will take a careful review' of die whole affan 
and consider whether any more infoimations than those by the said ships arc 
necessary and forward them by the next conveyances We observe you caused 
the said vessel with her cargo to be sold and the amount to be deposited m 
our cash bemg current rupees 23,349-9-7 where it is to lay until it is detei- 
mmed here to whom die same legally belongs We cannot see widi what 
propriety Capt Samson of die Hardwicke could seize upon the said vessel on 
her arrival m Bengal Rivei m virtue of his lettei of marque , you did right 
therefore in not admitting his claim , however, his pretentions will have 
their place m the discussion of this affair though they seem at present to be 
very slenderly founded 

117 According to die account you give us of the affair between die 
gendemen of the Danish Company and you, the Second and Zemindar of the 

Vol IV— 3 
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JOS. And wc now al*o tend a fifth volume of ihc statute* at large instead 
Lrc. 30th Octr of one of the two sixth volumes put up b) mistake for a 
1762 Pa. HO fifth which you hate returned to us. 


Supplement 


1U9 The beforegoing part of thi* letter wai wrote before tlie antral of 
the Lapsing by which we received on the 4th Instant by way of Fort St. George 
your mo letters dated the 18th of April 1763 one of them upon die general 
affairs of the Presidency the other upon the very extraordinary transaction* 
with respect to the bccntioui private trade carried on by our servants and the 
unwarrantable measures taken to oblige the Subah Cossim Aly Cawn to 
submit to the unwarrantable terms the Council thought fit to impose upon 
him b\ the deputation of Messrs. Amyatt and Hay The advices we received 
from hort St George, give us a further account of the confusion our affairs 
have been thrown into the natural result of those pernicious measures. 

110 Before die receipt of those advices we had wrote a letter to your 
Presidency in consequence of our careful and impartial enquiry into the 
conduct of our servants in which we plainly pointed out the tendency of the 
measures the) were pursuing and the unhappy consequences which have since 
rcall\ happened In that letter which bears date the 8th Instant we made the 
necessary alterations in the Conned and gave some directions with respect 
to private trade and odicr matters of moment to which all due obedience n 
to be paid 

HI In the unhappy situation of our affairs in Bengal we judged it 
highlv necessary to invest President Vansittart or in hu absence the President 
anti Select Committee for the time being with some extraordinary' powers 
as the only means for restoring tranquility These powers arc contained in 
our letter to you of the 9th instant and w that addressed to those persons 
therein referred to {scaring the same date. 

112, Although those persons ore vested with the said extraordinary 
jwwrrs and their orders and directions arc to be obeyed in the manner men 
noned m the said letters yet the rest of the Council and all our servanti what 
w*cver arc to continue to act in tlicir several ranks and stations and serve 
the Company to the utmost of their abilities still subservient however to the 
said orders and directions. 


113 It iv with great satisfaction we observe the readiness of our 
President and Council of Fort Sl Ccorgc to send you as large a reinforcement 
a* the dreum stances ihc) were in would possibly admit of and hr engaging 
Admiral Cornnh to send you two men of war of the line and two fngates- 
from their conduct on this and former occasion* we have every reason to 
depend upon their continuing to give ruu all the assistance In their powtf 
f rr rrrvumi hm^ our aflair* upon a sola! footing however we liavc thought 
proper tn rrcirmmerd and leave it to them (whilej pointing out any particular 
plan* or m «dr* to act in with a manner on this important oceauon *» nrcura 
sianert mar from lime !' time require 


IH Boedr* the frtruits *r send out thi* *ca*on f 
Prrndentio ninth we have l>cf< rr od»t ed )ou of nr 


w irtir 

lu*c on d I 
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extraordinary occasion detci mined to encrcasc die numbei and foi that pur- 
pose we shall instead of ordermg the ships Foit William and Success to 
Madagascai as mentioned m die begmnmg of this letter, dispatch them to the 
Coast and Bay with as many recruits as they can possibly carry, consistently 
with their healths, and we at present behcve the number m both ships may 
amount to about six hundred men The teims and conditions to be agreed 
upon widi the owners for the transport of the said recruits will be noticed 
in our letters by those ships 

115 One of the unhappy consequences of your troubles has been for the 
present at least, the cutting off a source from which oui China investment 
has had a good supply of cash It is too late and indeed m our present 
situation inconvenient to send out any treasure this year for that trade We 
have therefore acquainted our President and Council of Fort St George that 
we must depend upon then making their utmost efforts to laise a sufficient 
stock of money and goods to send to China for the ships of this season 
As we cannot know your present condition, we can only recommend to 
you m the strongest manner to take the advantage of the first favourable 
turn in affairs to continue to supply our Chma supracargos with as large 
and early remittances as may be m your power The importance of this 
object speaks for itself and therefore we have only to add that unless such 
supplies can be sent, die Company must unavoidably have their distresses 
multiplied 

116 In youi letter of die 18th of April last we observe the summary 
account of your proceedings with respect to a snow called die Susanna Marga- 

r 1 Pa 17 & 25 retta k° unc l horn Mauritius to Negapatam, seized by Cap 
tam Stephen Iveson, Commander of die Suhvan country 
ship in Ins passage from Bombay, which you took possession of m behalf of the 
Company, judging her for die reasons therein given to be French pioperty 
Altho' she was reclaimed by the Dutch on account of her having a passport 
from a pnvate Dutch merchant, as we are at present cucumstanced widi the 
Dutch, we could have wished no fresh occasions for altercations had occurred 
and we would as far as is possible have you avoid them for the future How 
far you have been right m this transaction, we cannot say until we have a 
full account of your proceedings, with all the necessary documents and papeis, 
to piovc her French property, winch you give us to understand will be sent 
by the ships Royal George and Earl of Ashbinnham As this may occasion 
us a good deal of trouble, you will take a careful review of the whole affan 
and consider whether any moic informations than those by the said ships aic 
necessary and forward diem by the next conveyances We observe you caused 
the said vessel with her cargo to be sold and die amount to be deposited m 
oui cash being current rupees 23,349-9-7 wlieic it is to lay until it is deter- 
mmed here to whom die same legally belongs We cannot see widi what 
propriety Capt Samson of die Hardwicke could seize upon the said vessel on 
her arrival m Bengal River m virtue of Ins letter of marque , you did right 
therefore m not admitting Ins claim , however, his pretentions will have 
dieir place in die discussion of dns affair though they seem at present to be 
very slenderly founded 

117 Accordmg to die account you gi\c us of die affan between the 
gentlemen of die Danish Company and you, the Second and Zemindar of die 
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Danish Factory taking upon them to inflict an ignominious punishment upon 
a jemautder hanidar and sepoy of the Company* on account of a trifling 
Pt 28 & 32. quarrel bent ten them and the guard of peons at the barrier 
of their town they seem to hare been guDty of an insult 
which required a suitable satisfaction but whether you should have 
proceeded so far as to invest then factory we cannot form a judgment until 
we arc more fully informed from the papers which passed on the occasion. 
As we find that the Danish Zemindar did at last male the acknowledgment 
required and you in consequence drew your troops off we hope to hear 
nothing more of the affair k our conjecture that Mr Dem archer, who is a 
natirc of France and is Chief of the Danish Factory might hare news to our 
prejudice m this transaction seems very probable it wdl be necessary there 
fore to hare a careful eye upon the conduct of the Danes thus influenced 
b\ him. At the same time we would hare you avoid with the utmost care 
the proceeding to extremities. 

118 We find you still have intenuon* to erect a fort at Chittagong when 
you have caused a proper spot of ground to be pitched upon. We hare 

already in the 42d paragraph of this letter given you our 
sentiments very fully upon this head you ore therefore 
hereby positively ordered not to set about that or any works of the like kind 
at any other place whatsoever without our express leave. 

119 kou inform us jou hare appointed two additional surgeons at 
Calcutta to succeed to the office of Principal Surgeons when those we have 

already nominated shall have been provided for Tint 
some further assistance is necessary on account of the 
cncrcased number of persons in our service civ il and military we cannot but 
admit but with respect to the inhabitants they most certainly ought to 
reward the phyiitians who attend them at their own expence. We allow there 
fore of your /aid appomttneat on these condition/ noire* cr that they arc 
to be deemed assistants only and that their allowances from the Cotnpan) 
shall be propomonably less than the Principal Surgeons. 


120 kou were informed in our letter of the 30th of Dccrmlxr last that 
when there was a vacancy in one of the three majorities upon vour establish 
mem Captain Sir Robert Fletcher therein mentioned was to sure cal qs Major 
and take rank next Mow Major Knox. ThJisJ event having fell out hy our 
dismission of Major Camac Sir Robert Fletcher is upon hit arrival to be one 
of the established Majors and take rank according!) 

121 Me liavc recommended it to the President ami Count d at I oft 
bx George under certain circumstances to advance Capt Dwatd Camj Ml 

a majority at tliat Presidency if that shall Ik* done and the situation of our 
affairs in Bengal tnav have made Jc necessary for the said President ami 
Council to send that gentleman to your assistance he R not however to take 
rank of Sir Robert FTefchrr 

\Z2- By the advices received hr the It evidently appear* thst 

Mr William Phis i conduct 1 ' has continued to \>c such at to rrndrt film 
unworthy of the Ompanv t semce In any station ct shuati n whatsoever V* r 
therefore revoke our orders im his proceeding to and Iwmg one of rhr Omnell 
at Bomlav *» mmtK»rrd in our Letter of the 13th of Msv h»r and we d 
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hereby dismiss him absolutely fiom die Company's service If this letter 
finds him m Bengal, you arc to send him to England by the very first con- 
veyance diat offers after the receipt of dns But m case lie shall be set out 
for Bombay, you arc to signify tins our order to the President and Council 
dicrc by die icry first comcyancc diat offers 

123 Captain Roddam of the ship Godolphtn being in great want of a 
surgeon, we find William Carncc who had been employed in our hospital at 
Fort William, was spared to come to England in diat slnp The pay he 
received for dus service being inconsiderable and being in no way of getting 
Ins living here, [he] has been greatly distressed , we have in some measure 
relieved him and gnen him lca\c to return again to Bengal Upon Ins arrival 
diercforc, we would ha\c lnm (if you think proper) employed m the station he 
was m before Ins departure from diencc 

124 In addition to what is mentioned in the sixty third and sixty fouith 
paragraphs, we direct that you acquaint the Rc\crend Mr Parry, diat there 
is at present a vacancy of a chaplain at Bombay and desire Ins determination 
in respect thereto, which you are to communicate to us and to diat Presidency 
by the first opportunities 

125 We have appointed Mr Benjamin Wroc mentioned in the seventy 
seicndi paragraph of our letter of the thirtieth of December last, an Ensign 
on your establishment, in order to conduct the troops with regularity on 
board the Vansittart whereon lie takes Ins passage , Ins pay for diat rank is 
to commence from die day of Ins arrival and lie is to receive a commission as 
Ensign on the first vacancy that shall happen after Ins landing 

126 Considering to what a degree our forces will be cncieascd by die 
large supplies of men we have sent and arc levying, a suitable provision of 
proper persons to be trained for and to succeed as officers is necessary We 
have therefore entertained more cadets dian usual, and of diose appointed 
before the dispatch of die last ships you have by lists m the packets been 
from time to time acquainted , but as it has since appeared necessary to make 
several alterations in dieir number, rank and destination, the lists winch 
accompany dns letter will shew you dieir proper disposition and are, notwith- 
standing such as you may have before received, to be regarded as the rule by 
which you are to be governed for dieir promotion when vacancies and then- 
deserts shall entitle them thereto 


We aic, 

Youi Loving Friends, 

John Dorrien / Lau Suhvan / George 
Amyand / Cha Cutts / William Snell / 
Wm Webber / Richd Warner / G 
Rooke / John Manship / J Purling / 
John Harrison / Hen Hadley / John 

Browne / Robt Burrow / Fredk Pigou / 
London, Charles Chambers / W Thornton / Hy 

22nd February 1764 Crabb Boulton / Timothy Tulhe 
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LETTER DATED 23 MARCH 1764 

Further instructions on the execution of the Treaty of Pans xrtlh 
France — directions to restore to the French all the faclones tit their 
possession at the beginning of 1749 — restoration of all French records— re 
establishment of the French w the tern tones of the Narcab of Bengal and 
other pnnees 

OUR Presidents and Council* at Fort William Fort St George and Bomba) 

1 In our dupatchet of the month of March 1763 we *cnt to you and to 
our *c \ eral other Presidencies copies of the Definitive Treaty of Peace 1 ju»t 
then concluded with our order* to you and to them to do every thing which 
the said treaty require* on our part to carry the name into full anil com pleat 
execution a* far a* regard* vour respective department*. Hu Majc*ty* order* 
to the commander* of hi* fleet* and armic* in India were dupatched alxrnt 
the *amc time 

2, The Court of France conceiving that those order* were expressed in 
term* too general and having requested a more particular inimiction to the 
Gov emour* of Bengal Madra* and Bomba) Hu Majesty dc*irotu of 
removing ever)' difficulty tliat might retard the execution of the *aid treatv 
ha* iignificd to u> 1m pleasure that we *hould transmit to our several 
Presidencies bcforcmcntioncd these our further order* on this *utncct duph 
cates of which will be conveyed to )ou b) the Commuuar) of the most 
Chn«ttan King who is now felting out for India a* well as by our common 
conveyance* 

3 In obedience therefore to Hu Majesty* commands nc rcj>cat our 
orders and do hcrcbv direct jou to restore to Trance pursuant to the true 
intention and spun of the Hth article of tlvc sawl Definitive Treaty the 
different factories which that Crown possessed in Bengal at the Ivcginmng of 
the year J749 m the condition in which those factories rc*|»cctivcl) were at 
the time of signing the said treaty 

4 ^cni are likewise in pursuance of the 22nd article of the said Ireat* 
to deliver up to the saki Commissary of Hu Most Chri tian Majesty or to 
any other person properly authon/rtl to rccrivc the same all the papvr 
letters document and archives in vour autodr or jtower which were f mud 
in any of the placr* to Ik- restored l» virtue of ihc saw! treaty Bowles tliiw 
it has hern sigmfietl to Hu Majesty m the pare of the Court of trance that 
*omc papers Iwlongmg to the trench Company ami particularly their 
phtrmaundt from the Nabob were seized by the hnghdi at Musadahad *t 
the houve of a Portuguese where JMon)»ieur Ijw had deposited them Thew 
phirmaundf and papers (if any such modem rrallr Iiappened for at present 
we know nothing of it), it i» l!»< Majesty s plraiure and mrr direction tlwr they 
likewise l>e rrsturtd wherever you shall find them. 

(5) ^mi will liVcwtw: signify t* live Nalmfi of Bengal and to wfutrsrr 
other |Wincr* nt*v l»a»c rmattl Inn engagements with m during the late war 
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not to admit the French into the countries under their dominion, that we 
dispense widi those engagements and consent to the re-establishment of the 
French in India upon the terms and in the manner prescribed by the said 
treaty and according to the true intention and spirit thereof 

[6] Finally we recommend to you to live m future in harmony with the 
French in India as with die other nations, m friendship and alliance with the 
British Crown, they on their pait observing and conforming to the terms and 
conditions of the treaty 

We are, 

Your Loving Friends, 

John Domen / Lau Sulivan / John 
Boyd/George Amyand/John Browne/ 
John Manship / John Harrison / G 
Rooke/Charles Chambers/W Thornton/ 
J Purlmg/Timothy Tulhe/Cha Cutts/ 
Rt Buirow/Hen Hadley /Wm Webber/ 
London, Fredk Pigou/Chnst Baron/Hy Crabb 

the 23rd March 1764 Boulton / Richd Warner 

5 

LETTER DATED 10 APRIL 1764 

Restoration of Major Carnac to his rank on account of his gallantry 
against Mir Qasim 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal 

Having with the greatest pleasure observed from your advices by the 
Royal George how much the Company are obliged to Major Carnac for his 
gallant behaviour and good services in the engagement with the troops of 
the late Nabob Cossim Ally, we cannot m justice to his merit omit making 
a due acknowledgment foi the same which we accordingly hereby do , and 
to shew how high that gentleman stands in our esteem, we have unanimously 
agreed to revoke the orders for his dismission contained in our letter of the 
8th February last, and we direct that he be forthwith restored to his rank 
and station in the service upon the receipt of this letter which to shew our 
further regard to him is writ upon this occasion only 

We are, 

Your Loving Friends, 

John Dorrien / Lau Sulivan / John 
Boyd/George Amyand/John Browne / 
Timothy Tullie / Fredk Pigou / John 
Manship /Wm, Webber/W Thornton/ 
Robt Burrow /G Rooke/ William Snell/ 
Richd W arner / Hen Hadley / Charles 
Chambers / John Harrison / Hy Crabb 
Boulton, 


London, 

the 10th April 1764, 
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LETTER DATED 9 MAY 1764 

Recruits and officers for Bengal—Comparty to support Mir Jafar — Circe 
appointed Governor and C tn-C — abolition of Select Committees 

OUR President and Council at Fort Wiliam in Bengal. 

1 The letter* we have wrote to you by the ships of this season which 
left England at the time* mentioned in the hit* in the xc\ era I packets, bore 
date the 30th of December the 8th, 9th and 22nd February We sent also 
a letter directed to President Van* it tart only but In hi* absence to the 
President and Gorcmor and the rest of the Select Committee for the time 
being all which have gone In triplicate at least. 

2. We have alio directed a joint letter to you and our President* and 
Council* of Fort Sl George and Bombay under date of the 28th [23rd] of March 
containing ionic further instructions and directions for the more effectually 
carrying into execution the Treaty of Peace between His Majesty and the 
Most Christian King which has been delivered In duplicate to the French 
ambassador here for each Presidency to be forwarded from France by a 
commissary from that Court, We likewise send to our said Presidencies 
transcript* of the same signed by u* in duplicate bv our own ihips. Those 
to you go In the Fort William and Lapwing 

3 By the ship Royal George which arrived at Spithcad on the 3lit 
March we received your General and Separate Letter* under date of the 29th 
of September last, together with the several other packet* and letter* entrusted 
to die care of Capt. Skottowe. 

4 The gentlemen who compose the Secret Committee for this direction 
are Thomas Rous Esqr our Chairman Henry Crabb Boulton Esqr Deputy 
Chairman John Boyd Charles Cutts Henry Savage and Laurence Sullvan 
Fsquires. 

5. ^\e have very little to observe with respect to the adders in your 
General Letter of the 29ih of September on our mercantile concerns, the only 
matter* of consequence to be taken notice of in this place being the Joss of 
so many ship* passage and your pressing request for a plentiful lupplr of 
fire arms. A* to the Utter «c send as mant this season as can be procured 
In tunc and the ships can conveniently carry The other point affords u* matter 
for real concern as the lots to the Company hr the want of the goods they 
were to base brought and the heary expence of drmorage lias been and will 
be very great. We make great allowances for the accident* which In a great 
measure occasioned their detention particularly the cruUmg of the French 
ships at the mouth of the river and therefore do not blame you at the 
tame time we could hate wlihed you had been forwarder In vour Investment 
am! we mate these observation! that you may for the future exert yourselves 
in every mdeatour to get away our shipping in a proper wawm to save tliHf 
pjisagt* to England, 
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6 As we write a Seperate Letter upon the troubles in Bengal and 
necessary dispositions for composing and allaying them, what therefore occurs 
upon considermg your Seperate Letter of the 29th of September on that 
subject will of course be therein taken notice of 

7 We acquamted you m our letter of the 22nd of February last, that 
we had taken up the ships Fort William, Captain Edward Roch and the 
Success, Capt Henry Gardiner to be employed on a voyage to Madagascar 
to provide slaves for the use of our settlements on the West Coast, and we 
therein gave you the heads of the agreement between the Company and the 
owners of the said ships 

8 In die supplement to die said letter you were informed that upon 
our hearing of the troubles which were unhappily broke out in Bengal, we 
had altered the destination of diose ships and determined to send them 
direcdy to you with as many recruits as they could conveniently carry, 
amounting to about 600 men 

9 Upon further considermg the situation of affairs at your Presidency 
and the importance of your bemg supphed with as large a force as can 
be sent out this season, we have for that purpose taken up two other ships 
which will bring you about 600 more recruits, vizt , the Prince of Wales, 
Capt Burnet, Abercromby and the Lord Anson, Capt George Calbreath, 
Commanders 

10 The said four ships Fort William, Success, Prince of Wales and Lord 
Anson are taken up for the run to India only and when they have duly deli- 
vered to you all the goods, stores, effects, recruits and whatever else belong 
to the Company, they are to be disposed of on account of the owners As 
we send you by each ship a copy of the agreement between the Company and 
owners, we refer you thereto for the terms and conditions which you are in 
every respect to take care are punctually complied with, and m particular 
that part thereof, wherem it is expressly stipulated that none of the said ships 
shall be sold to the French or any other European nation except the English, 
nor be sold to any of the countrv powers m the East Indies without the leave 
or permission of The Company’s Governor and Council, Chief or Resident at 
such place where they shall be sold, and that at whatever settlement they 
shall happen to be disposed of, the purchaser or purchasers thereof shall give 
security to the said Governor and Council to submit to and abide by the 
conditions aforesaid 

11 You will observe by the beforemenaoned agreements that two thirds 
of the freight of the said ships are to be paid m England and the remaining 
thud by you , in order therefore that you may be fully informed what is 
paid by us and consequently what is to be paid m Bengal, we send you by each 
ship a stated account of what the owners receive here to the time of the 
ships’ departure 

12 If any of the said ships proceed to our other Presidencies before 
they are finally discharged from the service, you will take care to forward to 
them copies of the said agreements and all other necessary papers and 
informations, that our respective Governors and Councils may know how to 
act m compliance therewith, 
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13 Upon altering the voyages of the ship* Fort H tiham and Success a* 
beforemenuoned ire have taken up the Bcckmfiam, Capt. Neuman 
Mallach and the SoJeba) CapL WTbam Richard ton — Commanders, to proceed 
to Madagascar to purduuc slaves for the use of our settlements upon the 
West Coast of Sumatra. These ship* are hired also for the run to India only 
and then to be disposed of upon account of their owners. The terms and 
conditions agreed upon between the Company and owners arc the same 
a* those under which the ships Fort II tlliam and Success were to haic per 
formed the said sovage die heads whereof were communicated to vou jn 
our letter of the 22nd Februarv last, 

14 If either nr both the <a id ships shall happen to come to Jicngal 
and fall in any respect under your management we give directions to die 
President and Council at Fort Marlbro to forward with them the copies 
of their chartcrpartics by which vou will be fully informed of our agree' 
menu with the owners and be enabled so far as jou may hair any concern 
with them to compl) with the terms of the said agreements 

15 We hair permitted scicnd persons to proceed thb season to the 
East Indies to be entertained in the Company s service as surgeons at anv 
of our settlements where they may be wanted if found deserving next after 
such as have been already recommended Me now send you In the several 
packets lists of the names of such persons signed by our Secretary and this 
method we shall practice in future which you arc to ob«cne is a sufficient 
authentication. 

Iff. We have rcccncd a letter from the commissioners of Hls Majesty s 
nary a copy whereof comes enclosed, by which jou will observe that the re- 
main* of the stores sent out for the use of the squadron under the commnnd 
of Vice AdmL Cornish after all the ships arc fumldicd with what arc requi 
site for bringing them to England arc to be tendered to our several Presi 
dendes where thev may happen to be jn behalf of the Company upon the 
pices such like spears sell for in the country or if it is desired our agents 
maj dispose of them to His Majesty s best advantage and remit the oluc b) 
lull* of exchange paiable to the treasurer of His Majestj s navr We shall 
learc tins affair so far as jou may haic any concern therein to your dlscre 
tion to determine upon taking all or any part of such store* as may Iw con 
\cnicm and most for ihc interest of the Company upon the term* offered or 
nthrrways to dispose of them in the manner desired taking care to remit 
to tlic Narj Hoard a* well as to us regular and authenticated accounts (f the 
same 

17 The additional number of recruits we send to your Presidency on 
the ship* Furt II tlham Succeit Prince of II airt and Ijord Anmn amount* 
to about twelie hundred men at lean that l« our intention (rue for a 
more exact information vou are rrfrrrrtl to die lot* In the sescral ships 
jwekci*. 

IF The sending a proper number of officer* to Iren the recruit* urn) or 
proper discipline during the sorage and present n unities Iwing a measure 
found to Ik- absolutely hecr**arr »r ha*r apjntnfcd thr following officer* to 
proceed with diem txr/ 
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Grainger Muir 
John Upton 
John Nevil Parker 
John Ross 
John Tottmgham 
Roger Scarhn 
Nathaniel Kmdersley 
Burnet Munifie 
James Thomas 
Luke Hudson 
John Shrimpton 
John Jones 
Charles Thomson 
James Piers 
Alexander Black 
Weston Greenwollers 
William Denman 
Nathaniel Ford 
John Buckley 
Benjamin Bennett 
Keneth Cameron 
John Stone 
Ishmael Jewell 


^ Captains of Infantry 


Do of Artillery 

Do of Infantry 


Lieutenants of Tnfantiv 


First Lieutenant of Artillery 


l Ensigns of Inf anti y 


Lieutenant Fireworkers of Artillery 


19 Upon the arrival of the said officers and recruits in Bengal they are 
to be divided between and mcorporated in the three battalions of infantry 
and the three companies of artillery until those several corps are compleated 
according to the establishment laid down m our letter of the 30th of December 
last, regard being had that the officers and men intended for the artillery 
service and those for the infantry are so placed accordingly, agreeable to the 
rank they are named m the beforegoing paragraph, and regard being also 
had that the officers who have been already recommended to succeed in the 
said several corps are first promoted 

20 If, when the battahons and artillery companies are so compleated 
there shall be any of the said officers and recruits remaining, they are to be 
formed into additional companies of infantry and one of artillery, if the latter 
shall be necessary , but these also are to be incorporated m the established 
corps whenever vacancies happen therein 

21 In the mean time and until the officers can be incorporated as before- 
mentioned, they are to have pay according to their respective ranks from 
the time of their arrival m Bengal, and are to be employed m such manner 
wherein they may be of most use to the service 

22 Capt Nathaniel Kindersley who is to succeed to the command of an 
artillery company in the manner beforementioned, is extremely well qualified 
in the engineering branch of military service , we therefore recommend him 
to your particular notice to be employed m that way if wanted, and to suc- 
ceed to any vacancy that may happen therein agreeable to his abilities and 
merit 
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23 Mr Isaac TuIUc an ensign upon the Bengal establishment and who 
we informed you in our letter of the 30th December is to bare the option of 
being a lieutenant upon the Fort Sl George establishment we are now to 
acquaint you and direct, that he bare the further option of continuing 
in Bengal in which case you are to give him a lieutenant > commission, 
and he is to precede in rank all the lieutenants who ore now going to 
your settlement in the ships Fort William Success Prince of Wales and 
Lord Anson 

24 As a person well versed in the method of making gunpowder is ex 
trcmely difficult to be found Mr [ ] Walton has been for three or four years 
qualifying himself in that manufacture and has offered his service to proceed 
to your Presidency next season when he will be fully master of the whole 
process to give you good assistance in this particular branch As an encour- 
agement to Mr Walton we shall appoint him a factor upon the Bengal 
establishment to rank next after the lowest factor upon the list at the time 
of his arrival. 

25 In our letter of 22nd February last we fully informed you of the terms 
upon which we had agreed to discharge the interest notes or bondj lost at the 
capture of Calcutta and at the same time gave you orders for discharging 
the principal and interest on a note or bond for current rupees 10,000 standing 
in the name of John Zephantah Holwell Esqr in trust for the widow of Robert 
Massey deceased Mr Holwell having performed the several requisites and 
deposited the affidavit and security bond in our hands. 

26 We have now further to inform you that Mr WUlam Fullerton ha* 
in like manner given us a bond of indemnity and other requisites to our satis 
faction in respect to a lost note or bond made out in the name of W'alpolc 
Fyre Esqr for principal current rupees 2273-12 9 Wc therefore hereby direct 
that you pay the said principal with interest due thereon to Mr Fullertons 
attorney and as the said indemnity bond and other papers given by 
Mr Fullerton are to remain In our hands you nerd not require any further 
security or evidence relative to this demand. 

27 The executors of Mr Thomas Purnell ha\c al«o made the necessary 
aflidant and executed a bond of indemnity which are likewise to remain in 
our hands. ^ ou are therefore to pay without further evidence or security to 
the proper attorney of the executors of Thomas Purnell the principal am! 
interest nhich stall be found justly due on the note or bond in the name of 
the said Thomas PumclL But as wc haic before apprized vou that current 
rupees 13333-5 3 appear by your treasury account for February 1756 to tase 
lsecn paid off tliat bond vou arc to take care tliat the same be drductrd from 
the sum of rumml rupees 39,0/6-1-6 claimed by the attorney to the heirs of 
Thomas Purnell in the years 1759 and 1*60 as mentioned In jour letter of die 
30th October 1762, and you arc likewise to be scry careful ttat in calculating 
the intrrett due regard lie liad to tliat paymenL 

23. Smcr writing our letter of the 9ih February last addressed to Henry 
\amittart I-*q President arw! Omrrnnv at Fort William and to him only 
Imt In Ins absence to the President ami Omrmor and tfie rnt of the *VIect 


ttitUn 
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Committee, for the time being, and another letter of the same date to you 
directing you to act under the orders and directions of the person or persons 
empowered m the first named letter, the Royal George has brought us your 
advices of the 29th of September last, by which we find Jaffier Ally Khan is 
reestablished m the sub a ship , we therefore now inform you that the whole of 
our said letter is to be entirely set aside, and it is accordingly hereby revoked , 
and we positively direct and order that Jaffier Ally Khan be effectually support- 
ed in his government, consistent with the interest of the Company of which 
you will be the best judges 

29 We have appointed the Rt Honble Lord Clive, President and Governor 
of our Presidency at Fort William and Commander m Chief of all the 
Company’s forces there 

30 We have likewise appointed Mr William Bnghtwell Sumner Second m 
Council and to succeed to die Government m case of the death or coming away 
of Lord Clive 

31 We have diought proper also to restore Mr John Johnstone to his rank 
and station in die Council 

32 By die next dispatches which will be m a very short time, we shall 
give our further sentiments and directions with respect to all die gentlemen m 
Council who have been dismissed or suspended the service by our orders and 
remain m Bengal 

33 Lord Clive, Mr Sumner and Mr Sykes take their passage for Bengal m 
the ship Kent, which will be dispatched with die utmost expedition 

34 The General Court having on the 8th [5di] instant come to the fol- 
lowing resolution mzt 

“That this General Court do recommend it to and empower the Court of 
Directors to agree with Lord Chve for die Payment of his Jaghire 1 for the 
space of Ten Years, provided his Lordship shall so long live and the Company 
shall be in actual Possession of the Lands out of winch it issues, and die 
Revenues thereof during that period of time ” 

We direct therefore that all former orders from us or our Secret Com- 
mittee to your Select Committee for stoppmg the said jaghire, are to 
cease, and all sums of money which may have been detained m conse- 
quence of those orders, are to be paid to His Lordship on his arrival, or m the 
mean time to his order 

35 In the 4th paragraph of this letter we have given you the names of 
the Secret Committee , their power is to take the necessary precautions for 
the safety of the outward and homeward bound ships, the orders therefore 
they or any three of them shall give for this purpose are to be obeyed by 
the Governor and any other person or persons to whom they are directed 

36 Having taken mto consideration the powers with which the Select 
Committees at our several Presidencies have been invested, we have thought 
proper entirely to annihilate and abolish them, and the said Committee is 
accordingly upon the receipt of this letter to be laid aside and abolished at 
our Presidency of Fort William, the like orders go to our other Presidencies 
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37 Wc having upon appomung Lord Clive to be our President and 
Governor as beforemen tioned come to a resolution that if cither Mr Spencer 
or Mr Pnee shall happen ro be in Bengal the) arc to return to Bombar 
however if at the time of the receipt of thu letter either of them arc in 
Bengal it f* our direction that such person continue* there until Lord Cine 
arrive* to take upon him the Government as we intend to send b) the Kent 
on which he take* hi* passage the ncccwan direction* for the arrangement 
of the Council 

Wc arc 

^our Loving Friend* 

Thos. Roils /H\ Crabb Boulton/ 
Geo Dudlc) / Lau Suhran / Hy Sa 
vagc/\\m Webber /John Manshtp / 
C Hooke /George Cuming /J Purling/ 
FredL Pigou / Hen Hadlc) / John 
Harmon / R. Burrow / John Boyd / 
Willi Barwcll / John Robert* / Charlc* 
Chamber*. 


7 

LETTER DATED 16 MAY 1764 

Circes f>lan for reorganisation of Bengal Artn\ 

OUR Prewdent and Council of Fort William In Bengal 

J The ships Fort II i lltam and Success which carried our bit letter m 
vou of the Mi sailed the f J Instant 1 by these ships the Prince of 11 airs and 
Ijnrd Anson are herewith enclosed triplicate and copv of that letter 

2. For \mir particular information of the consignments to the I’rcii 
denev hr these ships we refer vou to their accompan)lng invmcc* and bills 
of bdmg and at you have alreadr been well Informed of the terms cn which 
liter are hired being the same as those the Fort II tlham and Succrst arc 
agreed for It i material nnlv at present to recommend their respectively cn 
slated chartrrparties anil freight accounts a settled here to your careful 
jktuciI and attention 

1 On the recommcTwbtKin of I»rd Cine wc have appointed the fnl 
lowing gentlemen to the nndcmictmoncd ranks In our military srrvlcr under 
vour establishment t* / 

Jrwph Peach a« Major 

Henry U arson a KeM l-rrginccr ami Captain 

Un'tett Cram Asdr«fe-Carnp to Id* Isnil lup arul Captain etc 

Thomj* ^rorgr* as a Lieutenant rf Horse 


London 
Mi Ma\ 1764 
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they all take passage on die Prince of Wales and are to succeed in the troops 
according to the posts above respectively assigned them as vacancies shall 
happen, and in die mean time they are severally from the day of their arrival 
to receive the pay usually allowed to the officers serving in the like ranks 

4 By our slnp Lapwing and the Kent, which we hope to send away in 
a few days, you will receive our orders more at large on our affairs in general, 
and particularly widi relation to the military system for forming the infantry 
into legiments and odter regulations on die plan proposed by our President 
Lord Clive 2 

5 Our agents at Fort Marlboiough under the 4di of June last describe 
in very affecting teims die entire neglect of assisting diem widi supplies 
not only of treasure but particularly of ophium and cloth, whereby both 
oms and their own trade is in manifest danger of suffering the utmost pre- 
judice and the Dutch greatly benefited , this disregard to our so frequendy 
repeated and urgent recommendations is matter of great concern to us We 
see upon paper indeed preparatory measures for their aid, but these not 
fully and effectually executed must give die last stroke to their distress , foi 
removal therefore, of dieir pressing necessities, it is incumbent upon us 
peremptorily to insist upon youi perfect obedience to our constant injunc- 
tions for affording assistance of every kind to die West Coast, and that in 
future as punctual and speedy a comphance be paid to dieir indents as if 
they were made immediately from us, for we shall hold you in the highest 
degree answerable for the fatal consequences of an undue regard to their 
requests for supplies We observe that some time after the date of the said 
advices some assistance had been given by yours and the Madrass Presidency 
from the latter by means of the Greyhound, Lcopaid and Luconia snows 
and the Prince Henry packet 

6 As you are m want of able seamen to scive as pilots in the River of 
Bengal, you will now have a good opportunity of engaging some of the mates 
or other officers belonging to die foui ships Fort William, Success, Pnnce of 
Wales and Lord Anson which are to be disposed of in India You will do well 
therefore, to engage as many of them as you want and are well qualified foi 
the said service, giving them all pioper encouragement upon dieir engaging 
The like is to be done with respect to the mates and officeis of the ships 
Beckenham and Solebay bound to the West Coast of Sumatra in case they are 
disposed of m Bengal 

Wc arc, 

Youi Loving Friends, 

Thus Rous / Hy Crabb Boulton / 
George Dudley / J Purling / Fredk 
Pigou / John Manship / G Rookc / 
Hen Hadley / Peter Ducane Juni / 
Robt Burrow / Heny Savage / Cha 
London, Cutts / John Harrison / William Snell / 

16th May 1764 Charles Chambers / John Roberts 
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LETTER DATED 1 JUNE 1764 

Tranquillity and security of commerce preferable to further tern tonal 
expansion — constitution of the Council at Fort If ilham — Circe’s allowances — 
Bengal military establishment — repeal of order regarding double batta — Clrnes 
jagir — instructions regarding inland trade 

OUR President and Co anal at Fort William m Bengal. 

J ^ our Separate Letter of the JSth of April 1763 contained a \ cry dis- 
agreeable detail of your transaction* to that time and presented us with a 
melancholy view of the situation of our affairs in Bengal at the ere of a war 
ogainit the then Nabob Cossiro Aly Cawn your following letter of the 29th 
of September by the Royal George continues the detail of \our proceedings 
but almost contrary to any expectation* we could flatter ourselves with ends 
with the most satisfactory account of the succesj of our army and that it 
was your belief the action near Rajamaul by taking of and driving the enemy 
from their works, would be dcasivc of die fate of the war a* dicy seemed to 
repose their chief confidence in the strength of those work*, and b) the loss 
of diem arc, jou say deprived of all supplies of provision* from Bengal and 
which is entirely secured to us. It is our earnest wi*hc* [nc] that )ou may be 
nght in your conjecture*. 

Z In former letters we have given our sentiments upon the frequent 
resolutions in the Government of Bengal and we sull arc of the same opinion 
tliat they must be productive of the greatest mUchief and prejudice to the 
Company s affairs and therefore arc at all time* to be nrotded. Tins la*t 
dicrcforc by the reinstatement of JafTicr Al) Cawn in the subashtp will re 
quirt your utmost care and attention to make it permanent and present any 
future disturbance* in the counin in order to which we repeat what we 
liase directed in our letter of the 9th of May tliat Jaificr Alt Cawn is to lie 
effectually supported in lu* government consistent!) with the treaties Isctwecn 
the Company and the said bubah and the interest of the Company of which 
sou will be the best judge*. It is proper to observe in this place dial we arc 
well salt Red with our present possessions, and arc by no means desirous of 
adding to them Their security therefore the presen ing the country In a state 
of tranquility and die promotion of our commercial Interests arc the objects 
which must lie constaml) in sour view and it i* our poilurc order that no 
tmlitan enterpn/rv or expeditions be undertaken or earned into execution 
unless the Company s interest really and immediately requires them 

3 Before we proceed any further we arc to inform you dial under a 
juvt sense of the good conduct and gallant Iscliaviour of Major Thomas 
Adams* in the sesrral engagements with the troops of die late Nabob Gmrni 
Alv Cawn we came to a resolution on die 1st May to apply to If s* Majesty 
through the Secretary at War for a superior commission for that gentleman 
in regard to the great services lie lus rendered die Company and that he 
mar continue in Bengal will* the Kings trenjw so long as the exigency cf 
affairs mav require lu 
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4 Highly sensible also of the gallant behaviour and good services of 
Major John Carnac on the same occasions, we unanimously revoked our 
orders of dismission, and agreed to restore him to his rank and station m 
the service, which, to shew our great regard to him was signified m a letter 
to you m quadruplicate for this purpose only under date of the 10th of April, 
one of which was sent by the York to be forwarded from Bombay , the other 
three you will receive by the present conveyances 

5 It is with great pleasure we are further to inform you that the Pro- 
prietors of this Company, most heartily concur with us m the highest sense 
of the good and gallant behaviour of those gentlemen as also of the rest of 
the officers and troops under their command , we cannot better convey to 
you their sentiments than by inserting the resolutions themselves of the 
General Court held on the 5th of last month, at winch it is thought there 
was the greatest number of proprietors assembled ever known, vizt 

“Resolved, Nemme Contradicente, That the Thanks of this Court be given 
“to Major Adams for Ins Spirited and wise Conduct m savmg the Company’s 
“Settlements m Bengal from imminent Danger 

“Resolved, Nemme Contradicente, That the Thanks of tins Court be given 
“to the Court of Directors for their Wise and prudent Resolution for an 
“humble Application to His Majesty through the Secretary at War m favour 
“of Majoi Adams as mentioned m their Minutes of the 1st May, and that 
“they he desired to carry the Same forthwith into Execution 

“Resolved, Nemme Contradicente, That the Thanks of tins Court be given 
“to Major Carnac and die rest of the Officers and Troops who distinguished 
“themselves by their Gallant Behaviour m savmg the Company’s Settlements m 
“Bengal from imminent danger under the Command of Major Adams ” 

6 You will notify the beforegomg to the Majors Adams and Carnac 
and the odier officers and troops in the most honourable and publick manner 

7 Upon reconsidering the situation of our affans m Bengal as advised 
m your letters by the Royal George so far as respects the several Members 
of the Council who had incurred our censure, we have thought proper to 
remstate Mr William Ellis in the Company’s service upon die Bengal estab- 
lishment We have also restored Mr John Johnstone and Mr William Hay 
to the service , we have likewise taken off the suspension of Mr Hugh Watts 

8 These acts of lenity we hope (as we are certain they ought) will be 
productive of that gratitude and a proper sense of duty to the Company on 
die part of those gendemen as will influence then future conduct in such a 
manner as may jusdy merit our approbation 

9 Presuming that what is now said will have the desired effect, those 
gentlemen are constituted part of the Councd as hereafter mentioned 

10 As to Mr Stanlake Batson, his violent behavior m many instances 
has been so very extraordinary, particularly at the Council Board, that we 
cannot think of restoring him 

11 On the 12th of March last the General Court of Proprietors hating 
come to a resolution. 
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"That it was the desire of the Mid Court Lord Cine be requested to take 
upon him the Station of President of Bengal and the Command of the Com 
pany * Military Force* there upon his Lordship* arrival at the said Presidency ” 

12. And His Lordship having signified hi* acceptance of the *amc he a 
accordingly appointed President and Governour 

13 We, having ordered Mr John Spencer to return to Bombay as you 
will obscnc bv the 37th paragraph of our letter of the 9th of May dii* order 
extends also to Mr William Andrew Price if he shall happen to lie in Bengal 
in lieu of Mr Spencer accordingly upon the receipt of this letter other one 
or the other who ma\ happen to be there is to return to Bomba) 

14 Under these circumstance* we haic appointed Mr William Bright 
wlII Sumner Second in Council at Fort William and to succeed to the Govern 
ment in ease of the death or coming away of Lord Clive. 

15 Haung premised thus much we arc now to inform \ou of the 
name* of the so era 1 persons who arc appointed to compose our Council 
far mmaging and conducting all our affair* at the Presidency of Fort William 
in Bengal to whom all due obedience is to be paid n~t 

Hie Right Hon*blc Robert l^ord Clive 
William Bright* ell Sumner 

Brigadier General John Camat 

Mr William Whs 
Mr Charles Stafford Pla\ dell 
Mr William lhllcr* 

Mr Ham \ creNt 
Mr John Carnet 
Mr Warren Hasting 
Mr John Johnstone 
Mr firanci Sylc* 

Mr W ilham Ha) 

Mr Rindojph Marrmit 
Mr Hugh Watt 
Mr \ camu* William bcnit* 

Mr John (3iaml>cr> 

16 We wild hr ihc ship Knit a coinmt h n imder tin (.otiijurn * kjI 
ton milling the vu 1 t mind anordingh however it n our further dim 

dial in can- Brigadier fumeral TJi mu Adam* dull continue in Bengal 
with the Kings tri**p* he i< t< hair a scat and vine at the ll-urd when 
mduarv affair* are under con nitration and i* to rani therein neat Iwf nc 
Brigadier General Carnae 

1 Although General Camat i t hair a *cat and n uc m die Conned 

!l rrfrr* w |h<- pwLirutKfi wgtrg It ir» |< |«ni| l»f wr «M Irttrr 

/*— v> rrl! r I 1 ' It' *’'*»» • «J 1 leunr Nrrr f < 1^0 n-er* I< IvJ l*TTt f*U*C/i| 

,»t it (f*l f il< Wtin 


President and Governour 
Second and to succeed to the Govern 
ment in ease of the death or coining 
nway of I/ird Cine 
Third hut ncicr to rise higher in die 
Council 
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in the rank bcforemcntioncd, it is meant that he is to remain fixed and 
neter to rise to an higher station therein, and consequently is not to succeed 
to the Government upon any vacancy, the same to be filled up on 
such an event by and confined to our civil servants according to the general 
custom and usage of the Company 

18 No other military officers arc to have a seat oi voice at the Boaid, 
but arc to be consulted as occasions may require upon military affairs only, 
of which you will be the properest judges 

19 Upon die decease or coming away of General Carnac, no odier 
military officer or officers arc to have a constant seat m Council without our 
express lcaic, but die next in command is to have a seat and voice at the 
Board upon military affairs only 

20 Having considered what allowances should be made to Lord Chve 
as President and Governour, we have agreed to settle upon His Lordship, and 
he is accordingly to be allowed die sum of six diousand pounds a year to be 
paid him monthly, to commence upon Ins arrival in Bengal which, together 
widi die one per cent commission lie is entitled to as President out of die 
two and an half per cent coinage duty, arc to be m full consideration for all 
Ins services both civil and military , consequently His Lordship is to have no 
allowance wliatsocvci by way of commission or odierwise out of the revenues 
from any of our territorial acquisitions whatsoever, and our order thereupon 
as contained in our letters of the 13di of March 1761 and the 13di of May 
1763 arc from this time forward to be null and void 

21 We do not mean to hmder liis Lordship from receiving the usual 
commission arising from die coral and odier licensed articles consigned to 
him by private merchants , dns His Lordslnp is to have the benefit of m the 
usual manner 

22 Considering that some of the Council will be employed at the 
subordinate settlements m order to allow for the same and to have a sufficient 
number remam at the Presidency, die whole number m die rank of Council 
ought not to be fewer than sixteen, the President and mihtary officer included , 
when therefore diat number is lessened by death or otherways, we direct that 
the next covenant servant or servants in standing be directly taken m, if there 
are no well grounded reasons to prevent their admission 

23 In our letters of the 30th of December and 8th of February you were 
informed of our appomting Brigadier General Caillaud 2 to command , our 
forces at your Presidency , but m consequence of the different arrangements 
we have since made, we have thought proper to alter his destination and to 
constitute him commander of all our forces upon the Coast of Choromandel 
next under Major Genl Lawrence However he does not proceed to his station 
untd the departure of the first ship next season, on which he is to take his 
passage 

24 In our letter of the 30th of December last, we laid down the parti- 
culars of the mihtary plan adopted for the Bengal establishment, which is tO 
consist of three battalions of infantry containing seven hundred men each, 
three compames of artillery containmg one hundred men each, and two troOpk 
of horse of one hundred men m each, making together 2600 Europeans , 

Vol IV— 4 
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*l*o four battalions of teapoy* containing one thousand in each moling 
together four thousand teapoy*. 

25. The said establishment u to be adhered to dj to the number of men 
for the present however we earnestly recommend it to you to reduce it 
whenever it may be done with safety on the other hand we give you leave 
to encrease it as far as shall appear to be absolutely necessary and the exigency 
of affair* really requires a larger number and not otherwise. 

26. Lord Clive hanng represented to and satisfied u* of the great utiht) 
of the battalions being put into the form of a regiment by hanng a proper 
number of field officers at the head of each agreeable to the methods practised 
In His Majesty* forces and indeed In all the regular corps in Europe we 
have therefore determined that each of the beforemen Honed battalions of 
Europeans, instead of bong commanded by a Major only have a Colonel a 
Lieutenant Colonel and a Major 

27 And His Lordship having recommended the following gentlemen and 
we being perfectly satisfied with their character and merit do hereby direct 
that 

Major John Carnac who has so well signalized himself In the service as 
has been already mentioned be Colonel of the First Battalion 

Major Richard Smith* to be Colonel of the Second Battalion and Major 
Randfurhc Knox to be Colonel of the Third Battalion. 

28. We further direct that Sir Robert Barker 4 have the chief command 
of the corps of artillery with the rank of Colonel 

29 As we would ha\e the Lieutenant Colonels and Major* promoted 
from the most deserving among the officer* upon your establishment agree 
able to their rank yet we must here add that Sir Robert Fletcher who has 
greatly distinguished himself In our service and to whom we gave a Majors 
brcrct as mentioned to our letter of the 30th of December last Is to be pro- 
moted according to his rank and Captain Joseph Peach recommended b) 
Lord Cine and who lias the general character of an excellent officer in Ills 
Majesty* service and to whom we also gave the rank of Major as mentioned 
in our letter of the 16th of May is likewise to lie promoted accordingly 

30 Ixml Clive having further recommended Iacutcnant Henry \\ atson to 
be a field engineer with the rank of Captain — Captain Cram to lie Aid du 
Camp to his Lordship and to !>c a Captain on a vacancy— Comet Sturges to 
be a Lieutenant of Horse we lease it to IBs Lordship and the rest of the 
Council to rank and station them as they shall sec fit 

31 Each of the field officer* is to has c a company with ten shillings a 
dar pay and as field officer* they arc to base an additional pay n.f a Colonel 
fifteen shillings a da) a Lieutenant Colonel ten shillings and a Major fur 
•hillings 

32. Notwithstanding what is l ^foremen tinned with respect to the pay 
of the colonel* we hereby direct that Brigadier General John Carnac in two 
of the twenty five shilling* a dar is to be allowed as a Brigadier General, 
one of the Council Colonel of the fcrst Battalion and as Captain of * company 
ibe *um of *c»cn hundred pound* * rear in full coniKJrratinn foe hi* services 
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in all Ins said several stations except that in addition thereto he is to have an 
house or apartment to reside m 

33 The beforegomg togedicr with what you have been informed of 
relating to die military system at your Presidency m our former letters of this 
season arc die outlines which His Lordship and you are to perfect and carry 
into execution as nearly conformable thereto as can be consistently done 

34 His Majesty has been most graciously pleased to grant Lord Clive 
a brevet to take rank as a Major General in die East Indies 

35 Upon our intercession His Majesty has been further most graciously 
pleased to grant die following brevets, vizt , 

To Major Thomas Adams to take rank as a Brigadier General, that he 
may have die command next under Lord Clive so long as die King’s troops 
continue m Bengal, 

To Major John Carnac to take rank as a Brigadier General next below 
General Adams , 

And to Majors Richard Smidi and Randfurhe Knox and Sir Robert 
Barker to take rank as Colonels, all which brevets are for the East Indies only 

36 We ourselves give Colonel’s commissions under the Company’s seal 
to the following gentlemen, vizt to John Carnac Esqr , Richard Smidi Esqr , 
Randfurhe Knox Esqr and Sir Robert Barker , as to die Lieutenant Colonels 
and Majors they arc to have commissions as such from die Governour 

37 As our military system upon the Coast of Choromandel is upon the 
like footing as diat in Bengal Colonel’s commissions are given under the 
Company’s seal to John Caillaud, Charles Campbell and Achilles Preston 
Esqrs 

38 And upon our application to His Majesty, brevets are granted to 
John Caillaud Esqr to take rank as Brigadier General, also to Charles 
Campbell and Achilles Preston Esqrs to take rank as Colonels 

39 We gave you our sentiments so fully upon the exorbitant military 
expences at your Presidency m our letter of the 9di of March 1763 diat we 
have now only most positively to enforce the orders therein given for your 
taking every opportunity to reduce them within the most frugal bounds the 
general good of the service will admit of But with respect to the double 
batta , B however, we as positively order that immediately upon the receipt 
hereof, half of it be struck off, that is to say, all our military are to have 
smgle batta only in the same manner as is allowed at our Presidency of 
Fort St. George, and even this smgle batta we most earnesdy recommend it 
to you to reduce whenever circumstances will admit of it 

40 We need only to remind you that all our officers and others m the 
military department are, as they ought, and were always intended to be 
according to the constitution of the Company, subordinate to and under the 
direction of the civil power of the President and Council, 6 and we direct that 
this fundamental right be accordingly kept up and maintained in a proper 
manner 

41 James Oldis is appointed an iron founder for Bengal, and is to take 
passage on the Kent He goes out on the same terms m every respect as 
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the other artificer* heretofore sent is to engage to serve for five year* after 
his arrival at ninety pounds per annum in full for wage* diet money and 
all other allowances whatever 

42. On the Kent will be tent the only few article* which can at present 
be procured for casting shot and consist of three iron cylinders, two pair of 
double chambered bellow* and six pair of shot moulds of one pounder 

43 The Layering being fitted out as an advice vessel on!) upon her 
arrival therefore we leave it to your discretion in concert with the President 
and Council of Fort Sl George to return her to England if wanted for the 
hie purpose ro employ her or dispose of her in such manner o* shall be 
found most for the Company* interest a* she is employed on this occasion, 
no goods arc shipped on our account but we have put on board five hundred 
ounces of foreign silver for her use in the voyage, in case she shall he under 
the necessity of touching at any port for which Captain Griffin u to be 
accountable to you we enclose an inventor) of the Lapsing together with 
everv thing belonging to her the account of the charges of the outset the 
contract of the manner* with the account of their respective wages, the 
manifest of private trade licensed to be shipped, the copy of the Instructions 
to the commander and all other necessary paper*. 

44 The ship Kent one of our ships bound to Bombay with a cargo for 
that Presidency is ordered to proceed fart to Bengal to accommodate 
Lord Clive, his farailv and attendant* with a passage as also Messrs. Sumner 
and S)kes two of the Council as soon therefore as the said passenger* and 
their baggage arc landed as also an) consignment* for your Presidency you 
are to give the commander order* to male the best of hi* way to Bombay 
his original consigned pore 

45 We have *o repeatedly complained of the gTcat inconvcmenacs 
arising to us from the want of the General Book* of your Presidency that we 
could not have apprehended it would be necessary for u* to say any dung 
further upon the subject but we cannot help renewing our remonstrance* on 
observing by your Consultation* of the 27th June 1763 that the General 
Book* to April 1759 only were then balanced and delivered to the 
Sub Accountant. 

V It Is a matter of concern as well as surpn/e to us that when we had 
the greatest rea«on to expect votir General Books com pleat to April 1762, we 
should find them as far behind as ther were two rear* ago and here we 
doubt not but you will condemn yourselves for having suffered to long 
^!r Magee* debs’ In finishing the General Books when you had given him 
an allowancr of A rent Rupees 2500 per annum solely for this purpose. But 
a« we now find you have appointed your Sub- Accountant with the umt 
distinct alkmancr for romplcating the three remaining *ct» of book* wre 
hope tber will be expedited a* much a* possible for we need not observe to 
you dut it must be in tome measure reproachful to us as well as yourselrr* 
that we should not 1* able to examine into the general or partkuhr *tatc 
of the act mints of so important a PrrsttJrncr 

4" We hive further reason to compbln that your other bools hare l>een 
!rr no mnn* regularly and perfect!* transmittal but at we anprrhend iKar 
the business of the wsrfal office* wj)| pot now 1*- rriardol lor want of » 
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sufficient number of hands to compleat their respective books, we earnestly 
recommend to your attention diat for the future these be sent to us m 
regular succession and due course of time , and as the military expences of 
your Presidency have been and may continue to be an object of great 
importance, you must be particularly careful that the Commissary’s and 
Military Paymaster’s books be duly transmitted to us 

t 

48 We find many of our servants have taken the liberty of sending to 
their relations and friends copies from your Consultations, letters and other 
papers containing very material transactions and some of them before we 
have even received the originals or any account of them This is such a 
breach of duty to the Company as cannot be dispensed with, and therefore 
we absolutely forbid such practices in future, under the penalty of our 
highest displeasure, of which you are to give pubhek notice for the informa- 
tion of all our servants m general 

49 In our letter of the 17th December 1762, we represented to you 
the negligence and mattention of our junior servants to the Company’s 
busmess, and gave you very full directions how you were to proceed with 
them , sorry we are to observe that from what has occurred since, we are 
convinced our complaints were too well founded , we therefore enforced our 
said directions on the 22nd February last, and we now most positively direct 
that they be effectually carried into execution against every one of our said 
junior servants who shall continue m a neglect of his duty 

50 The friends of George Godefridus Delagarde, a writer on your 
establishment, have informed us that a relation of his in England has settled 
upon him a small real estate on condition that he changes his name to 
George Godefridus Draycott , you may therefore permit him to take the 
said name of Draycott m future, if he is inclined so to do 

51 By this packet we send you a duplicate of the deed of agreement 7 
entered mto between the Company and Lord Clive relative to his jaghire 
pursuant to a resolution of a General Court which is to remam m the treasury 
of your Presidency to be made use of m India as occasion may require We 
need give you no other directions relative to it than that you are to co-operate 
with His Lordship m procuring a grant of the reversion of this jaghire to 
the Company according to His Lordship’s agreement 

52 In case of Lord Clive’s death before such a grant can be procured, 
you are to take it upon yourselves, that is to say the President and Council 
for the time being, to solicit for and use your best endeavours to obtain one 
m as effectual a manner as if His Lordship had been living to co-operate 
with you 

53 We also send you by this conveyance and shall do so by others a 
deed for covenant 8 to be entered mto by yourselves and all our civd servants 
and another to be executed by all the military officers which agreements are 
prepared pursuant to a resolution of a General Court of Proprietors held the 
2nd of May last, and afterwards approved of by a subsequent General Court 
upon a ballot You are to take care that the same be executed by all persons 
m our service and that the execution of them be attested by proper wit- 
nesses, and we desire that each person may execute a duplicate and that one 



54 


LETTER FROM COURT 


part may remain with you in India and the other transmitted to us to be 
made use of in England as occasion may require. 

54 For the reasons giren in our letter of the 8th of February last we 
were then induced to send positive orders to put a final and effectual end to 
the inland trade in salt beetle nur tobacco and all other articles whatsoever 
produced and consumed in the country to the remarks we made in that 
letter wc must odd one observation which is, it appears very extraord inar y 
that in a trade so extremely lucrative to individuals, the interest of the Company 
should not have been at all attended to or considered. 

55 Those orders were sent it is true, before we received the new treaty 
you entered into with Jaffcir Aly Cawn* upon his reestablishment in the 
subahshtp in which it is agreed that the English shall carry on their trade 
by means of their own dustick free from all duties, taxes and impositions in 
all parts of the country excepting the article of salt on which a duty of two 
and a half per cent is to be ievyed on the nrxantia or Houghly market price 
wherein it is further agreed that the late pencannahs issued by Cossim Aly 
Cawn granting to all merchants the exemption of all duties for the space of 
two years, shall be reversed and called in and the duties collected as before. 

56. These arc terms which appear to be so \cry injurious to the Nabob 
and to the nauves, that they cannot in the \ery nature of them tend to any 
thing but the producing great bean burnings and dissatisfaction and con 
sequently there can be little reason to expect the tranquillity of the country 
can be permanent the orders therefore in our said letter of the 8th of 
February are to remain m force until a more equitable and tatiifnctory plan 
can be formed and adopted which St it is [is] impossible for us to frame here 
destitute as wc arc of the informations and lights necessary to guide us In 
settling such an important affair 

57 'Vou arc therefore hereby ordered and directed as soon after the 
receipt of this as may be convenient to consult the Nabob as to the manner 
of carrying on the inland trade in salt beetle nur tobacco, and the other 
articles produced and consumed in the country which may be most to hts 
satisfaction and advantage the interest of the Company and likewise of the 
Company s servants. 

53. ^ ou are thereupon to form a proper and equitable plan for carrying 
on the said trade and transmit the same to us accompanied In such explana 
lions observations and remarks as may enable us to girc our sentiments and 
directions thereupon in a full and explicit manner 

59 In doing this as before observed, you art to hare a particular regard 
to the interest and entire satisfaction of the Nabob l*>th with respect to hh 
revenues, and the proper support of hit government In short this plan must 
be settled with hts free will and consent ami in such a manner as not to 
afford any just grounds for complaint 

60 In the next place the utmost care and attention must be Iwstowrd 
In forming the said plan that in some proper mode or shape a just and 
equitable consideration be secured for the Company 

61 f f arrv Inconsenlencfes shall he apprehended ro arise m the Oimpany * 
Intrsrmmts upon ramring on such an inland trade you are to gisr us your 
full thoughts thereupon and In **liat manner they may be obsutctl 
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62 You arc to give us your impartial and unbiassed thoughts also 
whether the carrying on this inland trade may affect the just rights and 
privileges of the French, Dutch or any odier Europeans, and tend thereby 
to draw on any national altercations and embroils which are by all means 
to be avoided in forming the said plan , therefore you are to be particularly 
careful to prevent these or any other evils of the like kind 

63 And here let it be remarked that no persons whatsoever have a 
right to trade witlnn the hmits of the Company’s charter without their licence 
if any new tracks of land are fallen into Surely therefore the Company’s 
interest ought to have the preference and be equitably considered m order 
to induce them to permit their servants to participate in the advantages result- 
ing from such trade 

64 In the 20th paragraph of this letter we have mentioned that the 
sum of six thousand pounds a year is to be allowed Lord Clive as President 
and Governour We do not mean that sum is to include his extraordinary 
expences, in' case His Lordship shall at any time be under the necessity of 
taking the field We therefore direct that all such expences be borne by 
the Company and paid to His Lordship out of our cash in Bengal accord- 
ingly, m which all the frugality is recommended that is consistent with the 
service 

65 The said six thousand pounds a year is intended as an appointment 
to Lord Clive only and not to be allowed to any future President and 
Governor We therefore direct that any person who shall immediately and in 
future succeed to the Government after His Lordship, be allowed, over and 
above the commission on the coinage duty, three thousand pounds a year 
as settled m our letter of the 13th of March 1761 for salary, expences of his 
table and all other charges and expences whatsoever as President and 
Governour 

66 Notwithstanding the directions m our letter of the 8di of February 
last for the dismission of Mr Batson and sending him home m one of the 
ships that will be dispatched m the season of the year 1765, we do at the 
request of his friends permit him to continue in Bengal to settle his own 
private affairs, a year from the time of your receiving the said letter, but 
you are to observe he stands dismissed from the Company’s service as directed 
m that letter and confirmed m the 10th paragraph of this 

67 The General Court of Proprietors having on account of the critical 
situation of the Company’s affairs m Bengal requested Lord Clive to take upon 
him the station of President and the command of the Company’s military 
forces there, His Lordship has been appomted President and Governor accord- 
ingly as mentioned in the precedmg part of this letter The intention of 
the General Court in desiring Lord Clive to go to Bengal was, that by His 
Lordship’s character and influence, peace and tranquility might be the 
easier restored and established in that subahshtp , in order therefore to 
answer these purposes in a manner that we apprehend may prove most 
effectual, we have thought proper to appomt a committee 10 on this occasion 
consisting of His Lordship, Mr William Brightwell Sumner, Brigadier 
General Carnac, also Messrs Harry Verelst and Francis Sykes to whom we do 
hereby give full powers to pursue what means they shall judge most proper 



56 


LET TEH FROM COURT 


to attain those desirable end*. But however in all cues where it can be done 
conveniently the Council at large u to be consulted by the said committee, 
though the power of determining is to be in that committee alone. 'We 
further direct that as soon as peace and tranquility are restored and estab- 
lished in the subahshp of Bengal then the said extraordinary powers arc 
immediately to cease and the said committee be dissolved. 

63. As we would hare the said committee so long as it is necessary to 
exist os beforementioned to consist of five members, in ease therefore of a 
vacancy or vacancies by death or absence from Fort William they arc to 
be filled up by the said committee out of such of the dnl members of the 
Council as they shall think proper from time to time. 

69 We arc also to Inform yon and direct that the said committee Is 
to be the committee for defending the settlement In ease of being attacked 
by an enemy agreeable to the directions and rules laid down in our letter 
of the I2th of May 1758 to which is to be added Sir Rohm Barker the 
Colonel and commandant of the corps of artillery 

70 The powers of the said committee are by no means meant to 
im alidate or dispense with or in any wav present the carrying strictly Into 
execution the orders contained in the 53rd paragraph of this letter with 
respect to the deed of cotenant all our servants both dvil and military are 
to enter Into according to the true intent and meaning of the said covenant. 

71 In consequence of the arrangement we have made of the Coundl 
at our Presidency m Bengal and the ordering Mr Spencer to return to 
Bombay as mentioned in this letter Mr Spencer is to be informed that we 
hare appointed him Second in Council at Bombay and that he is to succeed 
to the Government there m case of the death or coming awaj of diaries 
Crommehn Esqr die present President and Govemour 

We are 

kour Loving Friends 
Thos Rous/Hy Crabb Boulton }) 
Purling/Chnstr Baron /Hen v Savage/ 
John Manship / Cco. Dudley / W m. 
W ebher/Charles Chambers/John Harr! 
son / Fredk. Pigou / Cha Cutts / George 
Cuming / John Rolxrts 


London 
1st June 1764 


Proclamation for the appointment of Isnd CUve at Governor and C m-C 
—constitution of the Council at Fort 11 ilham 

The United Companv of Merchants of Copland trading to the Last Indies 

To all to whom these presents shall come send greeting know ye that 
wr the saw! United Company reposing rspeoal trust «nd confidence In the 
fidelity pnulrncr justice anti cimirmpcctktn nf tlir Right Ilononra! !r Rojsrft 
t>ml Clue ILmm One of Plaster in the Mnphrni rf Ireland and Knight 




Monument to Lord Clive at Whitehall, London 
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of the most Honourable Order of the Bath, have made, constituted and 
ordained, and by these presents do make, constitute and ordain the said Robert 
Lord Cine, to be President and Goternor of and for all the said Company’s 
affairs in the Bay of Bengal and other the places and provinces thereunto 
belonging m the East Indies and also to be our Governor and Commander- 
m-Clncf of our Fort William m the Bay of Bengal and all the towns and 
territories thereunto belonging and of all and singular the forts, factories and 
settlements, lands, territories, countries, and jurisdictions belonging to us widi- 
m die subahship of Bengal, and of all the forces which non arc or hereafter 
may or shall be employed for the service of the said United Company m the 
said forts, ton ns and places , and to execute all and every the powers and autho- 
rities thereunto appertaining, by order and direction of die Court of Directors 
of die said United Company for the time being, and to continue in the exercise 
of the same during our and their pleasure, and until the contrary thereof shall 
be signified under the seal of the said United Company of Merchants of Eng- 
land trading to the East Indies, or under die hands of thirteen or more of the 
Court of Directors of the said Company for die time being And to die end 
die said Robert Lord Clive may be better enabled to order and manage all 
the affairs of die said United Company, we do by these presents constitute 
and ordain William Brightwcll Sumner Esqr to be second of our Council 
of Fort William next after our said President Robert Lord Clive, Brigadier 
General John Carnac to be and continue durd of our said Council, and not 
to rise to a superior rank therein, Mr William Ellis to be fourth, Mr Chas 
Stafford Playdcll to be fifth, Mr William Billers to be sixth, Mr Harry Verelst 
to be seventh, Mr John Cartier to be eighth, Mr Warren Hastings to be ninth, 
Mr John Johnstone to be tenth, Mr Francis Sykes to be eleventh, Mr William 
Hay to be twelfth, Mr Randolph Marriott to be 1 3th, Mr Hugh Watts to be 
14th, Mr Ascanius Wm Senior to be 15th and Mr John Chambers to be 16di 
and last of our said Council of Fort William for governing and managing 
all the said Company’s affairs m Bengal, and the places and provinces belong- 
ing to us as aforesaid And we do hereby give and grant unto our said 
President and Governor Robert Lord Clive and to our Council aforenamed, 
or the major part of them (the Council being duly summoned) full power and 
audionty from time to time to rule and govern all and every our factors 
and servants under die said Presidency, and all the soldiers and inhabitants 
of our said Fort William and all the towns and territories thereunto belongmg, 
and of all and singular the forts, factories and setdements, lands, territories, 
countries and jurisdictions belongmg to us within the subahship of Bengal, to 
administer lawful oaths as occasion shall require, and to do and perform all 
such other acts and things and to use and exercise all such other powers and 
authorities as the said President and Governor and his Councd in their several 
and respective places where the said Umted Company have or shall have 
factors or any places of trade are authorized to do, according to such ms 
tructions and directions as the said Robert Lord Clive our President and 
Governor and Council aforesaid shall from tame to time receive under the 
hands of thirteen or more of the Court of Directors of the said United 
Company for the time bemg And we the said United Company hereby 
order and require all our factors, servants, officers and soldiers, within the 
limits of the said Presidency, and all the people and inhabitants of the 
said Fort William and all the towns and territories thereunto belongmg, to 
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conform submit and yield due obedience unto him the cud Robert Lord 
Cbrc our cud President and Governor and his Council accordingly And 
forasmuch as it I* altogether necessary that m ease of the death or remoral 
of the said Robot Lord Clive, our Presidency should be provided for the 
defence and government thereof we do therefore by these presents ordain and 
appoint that m such case the said William Brightwcll Sumner Esqr 
shall immediately be and succeed in the place and charge of President and 
Governor of Fort William aforesaid, and in ease of his death or removal, the 
next in degree of Council below the said Brigadier General John Camac, shall 
succeed m the said Presidency and Government in as full and ample manner 
and with as large and ample powers, privileges and authorities as are hereby 
granted unto the said Robert Lord Clive until our further pleasure be known 
therein- And we do hereby revoke repeal annul and make void every 
former commission or commissions given and granted by us whereby anv 
other person or persons was or were constituted and ordained President and 
Governor and any other persons therein named were constituted and ordained 
to be of the Council at Fort William aforesaid. In witness whereof we the 
said United Company have caused our common seal to be affixed to these 
presents the one and thirtieth day of May in the fourth year of the reign 
of His Most Excellent Majesty George the Thud by the grace of God of Great 
Britain France and Ireland King Defender of the Faith and so forth, and 
in the year of our Lord 1764 

Signed by order of the 
Court of Directors 

of the said United LS 

Company Robt. James, Sec 
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LFTTER DATED 20 JUNE 1764 

Ouk President anil Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

Our lait letter bore date the 1st of this month and went in duplicate by 
the lutfrrtng snow and the Kent the Cm of which sailed from Spit head the 
3rd and thr other the dar following The Pajphtn accompanied by the Tamar 
fngate arc now under their dispatches for the East Indies, liy this conveyance 
in IBs Majesty i frigate the Dolphin is sent a triplicate of the said setter 
The Ortrrlcr dirrctlr from your Pro wiener arrived at Sl I Wien* <»o the 
Pth instant l»r *hlch we received vmir General and Separate Inters both 
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under date of the 19th of December last, together with the sctcral other 
letters hooks and papers agreeable to the lists transmitted with them 

We arc, 

Your lo\mg friends, 

T Rous / H C Boulton / C Baron / 
W Webber / J Manslup / C Cutts / 
C Chambers /W Barwcll/H Savage/ 
W Snell/ /R Burrow’ /J Roberts / G 
Cuming / P DuCanc Junr / J Purling / 
J Harrison 
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LETTER DATED 21 NOVEMBER 1764 

Shipping notes — Nauab of A root's proposal to clothe his troops with 
perpets — mutiny m the army timed with concern — edict regarding French 
East lndta Company 

Our President and Council at Fort William m Bengal 

1 Our last letter to your Presidency went m duplicate by the Lapwing 
snow and the Kent under date of the 1st of June 1764, and we took the 
opportunity of sending a triplicate in His Majesty’s frigate the Dolphin , 
under co\cr of a short letter for that purpose only, bearing date the 20th 
of the same month 

2 You hate been already informed of our having received the several 
letters from your Presidency by the Lapwing via Fort St George on the 4th 
February, by the Royal George on the 1st April and by the Ostcrlcy on the 
13th of June last , since the receipt of your said dispatches, your advices by 
the Pigot came to our hands on the 8th of October 

3 The ship Tilbury being now on her departure for Fort St George, 
w r e embrace this first opportunity of sending by her the following general 
informations and directions for your immediate notice and guidance, deferring 
our odicr advices for the next conveyances, which you will form a judgment 
of, by observing the times proposed for the dispatch of our several ships as 
pientioned in the following part of tins letter 

4 We have the satisfaction of mforming you that since the last advices 
we sent you of the arrival of our shipping, the following have safely imported, 
viz the Britannia on the 28th of June, Hector , Egmont and Hawke on the 
5th, 16th and 23rd of July, the Neptune, Falmouth, Cruttenden and 
Houghton on the 4th, 7th, 14th and 17th of August, all from China The 
Havannah from China, Mamlha and Fort Marlborough, the 15th of September, 
the Pigot from Bengal the 8th of October, the Glatton from China and the 
i Speaker from Bombay arrived the 3rd and 10th instant. 


London, 

20th June 1764 
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to Canton the Essex and Ankerxyke directly for Canton the Grosvenor and 
Thames bound to the West Coast of Sumatra and thence to Canton also the 
Albion, Royal Captain and Horsendon consigned to Fort Sl George and 
Canton, 

14 Messrs Burrow and Walton take passage on the Ankerary ke and 
Messrs. Scarle Thomas and Be van in the Essex all the other gentlemen of 
the Council arc now in China. 

15. The supra cargos appointed Residents at Canton for the year 1766, 
are Messrs. Thomas Fitzhugh Nathaniel Garland William Mackenzie 
Stephen DcVii me, Thomas Smith WTlliam Rous and Thomas Be ran who 
arc as usual to conduct and take care of the Company* affairs upon the 
departure of such of the beforemen tioned Council as arc to leave China in 
the season of the year 1765 and before the arrival of those supra cargos we 
•hall appoint members for the succeeding Council. 

16. If it shall happen that you have occasion to send any ship or ship 
under the description of casual ones to China you are agreeable to former 
orders to lade on them cargos to the amount of £20,000 each at least but 
the more you exceed that sum the greater will be the service to the Company 

17 We positively forbid the commanders of all our China ship calling 
at Batavia which you are also to do with respect to any of our ship that 
may be sent thither from your Presidency 

18 By our instructions to the China Council we continue our orders 
for the homeward bound China ship to call at the West Coast and cany 
such stores thither as the President and Council of Fort Marlborough shall 
indent for and can be conveniently laden on them as also to afford them 
an opportunity of transmitting to us their advices and the necessary dispatches. 

19 The Royal Charlotte being to proceed from Bombay for Media a* 
beforemen tioned the following named persons are the supra cargos we have 
appointed for managing the affairs of that voyage vtz^ hlr James Colltnson 
Capt. John Clements and Mr Thomas Mathewson. 

20 We have given directions to the Presidency of Fort Sl Ceorge to 
forward the several consignments and military recruit* intended for you as 
soon as possible. 

21 Agreeable to our usual method we arc now to inform you of the 
principal articles of our intended export this season not onlv for jour Pres! 
dcncy but likewise for every other part of India and China as follows, 

ft-/., 

For the Presidency at Fort If tlltam 
816 bales of cloth 

7 hales of sundry other piece goods 
100 tons of lead 
130 tons of copper 
50 tons of iron 
10 tons of steel 
( )tons of tin 
9* tons of cordage 
400 barrel* of gunpowder 
125 pipes of Madeira wine 
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The bales go in equal proportions on the new ships Capt[s] Fenner, Barkley 
and Payne 

The lead 40 tons on each of the new ships Capts Brooke and Barkley and 
20 tons in the new ship Capt Fenner 

The copper in nearly equal proportions on the new ships Capts Brooke, 
Barkley and Fenner 

The iron 20 tons on the new ship Capt Fenner and 30 in the new ship 
Capt Payne 

Madeira wine on the new ship Capt Brooke 

For the Presidency of Fort St George 

818 bales of cloth 
79 bales of long ells 

4 bales of sundry other piece goods 

100 tons lead 

150 tons copper 
50 tons iron 

5 tons steel 

21 tons cordage 

200 whole 

400 half 

125 pipes Madeira wine ' 

The bales go in equal proportions on the ships Albion , Royal Captain and 
Horsendon 

The lead 40 tons on each of the ships Tilbury and Royal Captain and 20 
tons in the Albion 

The copper m nearly equal proportions on the ships Tilbury, Albion, 
Royal Captain and Horsendon 

The iron 30 tons on the Horsendon and 20 on die Albion 

The steel on the Horsendon 

The wine on die Tilbury 


barrels gunpowder 


1330 

210 

56 

16 

100 

282 

200 

30 

240 

50 

715 

20 

10 

764 

100 

82 

20 


For the Presidency at Bombay 


bales cloth 

bales long ells 

bales broad long ells 

bales sundry odicr piece goods 

tons lead 

tons copper 

tons iron 

tons steel 

barrels of gunpowder 
pipes Madeira wine 
bales clodi 

bales shalloons 10 pieces each bale 

cases satuns 

bales cloth 

bales long ells 

bales cloth 

bales long ells 


r for die Bombay market 


| For the Bussorah market 

\ for the Budnrc market 
[ for die Sandy market 
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All the bales and the copper go in equal proportion* or near!) to in the 
•ix ships bound to Bombay 

The lead equally on five of the Bombay ships the Fox having none. 

The wine on the Chvc and other particulars in the most com cm cm 
manner 

For the Presidency of Fori Marlborough 

30 chests treasure 
50 tons iron 
5 tons steel 
tons tin 
10 tons flour 

83 half h tds [hundredweights] beef and pork 
60 barrels gunpowder 
18 tons cordage. 

20 tons ironmongers ware of sundry sorts such as anchors, grapnaU, 
&ca 26 tons shot <5. shells. All which articles arc nearly divided 
in equal proportions on the two ships bound first to Fort 
Marlborough. 

For Canton 

£250 /XX) in treasure 
418 bales cloth 
443 bales long ells. 

26 bales camblcits 
10 bales hatrbtnes 
1340 tons lead 

The treasure goes 40 chests in each of the direct ship« and the rest nearly 
in equal proportions on the others. 

The bales are equally dmded on the two direct China ships. 

The lead 200 tons on each of the two direct China ships and the two 
Sl Helena ships, 150 tons on each of the two ships bound first to the West 
Coast and 60 tons tn cadi of the four ships bound first to Fort Sl Ccorgc 

22, It is with particular satisfaction we observe iliat the Nabob of Arcot 
has made a proposal for doathing his troops with t>er[*ts which our 
Presidency of bort St Ccorgc have indented for accordingly and tliat he had 
likewise promised to ihink of some scheme for selling the clotlu This we 
hop- will be a considerable means of extending the export of woollens and 
at you well know we lia\c always had this object greatly at lieart we would 
hate vtw use \our utmost endeavours m Introduce the use of our woollens 
not onls in the cloathmg of all our own troops but those of the Nabob likewise 
and we expect you will con tiler of and carry into execution any other 
measures which can lie found feasible for Increasing the send of the woollen 
manufacture tn as great an extent ns possible 

23 Hating onlv pointed out in the I >c foregoing account the most 
material article* reference it to l>e had for other particular* to the lexeral 
#hips intoiccs hr whkh our set era I Presidencies and you in particular with 
respect to b *rt William wdl l»r informed hi wliat manner die indents bate 
Iktti complied with f tr »forr* and nrirsutles sf tarwnis kind* which 
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have done as far as appeared to us to be really necessary, and the room in 
our shipping can admit of With respect to small arms as you have been 
very pressmg for a large supply and we are sensible of the necessary thereof 
we shall this season fully comply with your mdents 

24 Our agents at the Island of Madeira are directed to make a regular 
consignment to you by invoice and bill of lading of the 125 pipes of wme 
to be shipped by them on the new ship Capt Brooke as beforementioned, as it 
has been near a year m warehouse and they have assured us the quality is 
good We hope it will prove to your satisfaction, however, you are to give 
us a particular account how it turns out both with respect to the quality 
and the condition of the casks, taking care that the owners are made account- 
able to the Company for any deficiencies arising from bad stowage or pilferage 
on board 

25 As our Presidency at Fort Marlborough is m great want of Madeira 
wme, you are hereby directed without fail to send thither by the first good 
conveyance 5 of the said 125 pipes We have given the like directions to the 
President and Council at Fort St George to send the same quantity out of 
that consigned to them 

26 You are stricdy to comply with out repeated orders for furnishing 
our settlements upon the West Coast of Sumatra such goods, stores and 
necessaries as they apply for and whatever else they stand m need of, and 
this is to be done from time to time by the earliest and all good conveyances 
which offer or you can contrive 

27 We have been mformed from the Right Hon’ble die Lord of the 
Admiralty, that no naval or victualling stores will be sent to India this season 
on the Government’s account And as we have not heard of any cloathing 
or stores bemg designed for His Majesty’s land forces, we conclude none will 
be sent, especially as the said forces are under orders for their return home 
except such as enter mto the Company’s service 

28 Bemg sensible of the difficulties you have been under to send 
sufficient remittances of sdver for the investments made annually m China 
as appears by your several advices particularly m those lately received, we 
send thither this season as you will observe m the 21st paragraph to the 
amount of £2,50,000 But as the said treasure and the odier consignments, 
will not be nearly adequate to the demands for this important service, we 
shall however expect and depend upon it, that you have continued your best 
endeavours to make, agreeable to our repeated recommendations and orders, 
sudi a provision of treasure and other articles to be forwarded forthwith to 
our China Council as will not only enable them to dispatch the slups on their 
hands, but also to leave a stock with the resident supra cargos to begm an 
investment for the ships of the following season 

29 As we can not know what remittances will be made to China from 
yours and our other Presidencies before die receipt of dus, or indeed the 
number of ships to be provided for as some of the last season may be there, 
it is impossible for us to form a judgement of what may be wanted We can 
only m general say that if possible each ship’s invoice from Canton is to 
amount to £30,000, diat the total value of the consignments from hence to 
Canton this season is £3,17,250 vizt m treasure £2,50,000, lead £20,050, and die 
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bale good* to £47,200 From this information from the remittances you ami 
our other Preaidenaa will have made before the receipt of this, and the 
number of ship you must well know or have good reason to suppose the 
China Counal mil have on their hands, you will be able to form an estimate 
of the sums wanted, and you arc to use your best endeavour* to send accord 
mgly as before directed such an additional and if possible sufficient supply 
as the service requires, by the way of Fort Sl George and by all good con 
veyanccs which offer 

30 We give our China Counal hbert) from urac to tune to take up 
such sums of money as they stand in need of (if the) have any opportumtj 
of so doing) for bills of exchange upon our several Presidenaes such therefore 
as arc drawn upon \ou must be duly honoured. 

31 As we must in a \crj great measure depend upon ) ours and our 
Fort Sl George Presidenaes contributing every year to the utmost of your 
abilities towards furnishing our agents in China with goods and treasure to 
carry on their investments, you arc therefore to have this object constantly 
in new and lose no opportunity of making the most timely provision and 
remittances accordingly and you are from time to time to give us the earliest 
informations how far )ou shall be able to comply with this standing order 
that we may not be at a loss in future to make the necessary dispositions with 
respect to the amount of the consignments to Canton from hence. 

32. To prerent any ship laying at Canton a scaron extraordinary for 
tram of the means of furnishing them with cargoes you arc to observe 
that none under the description of casual ones arc to be sent thither at any 
time unless they can hate consignments to the amount of £20,000 and up* 
wards on each and also that such consignments are forwarded to Canton in 
addition to those we send as will enable the China Counal to dispatch home 
the ship regularly belonging to their or any former commission with cargoes 
to the amount of £30000 if possible as mentioned in a former part of this 
letter and also to have a surplus stock remaining In China to begin the 
investment for the following season. Thu Is to be observed as a standing 
order from jear to )car until we give orders to the contrary 

33 H anj of our ship should by the Watson (walls?) in China for want 
of a cargo it will tend great!) to the discredit as well as loss of the Compny 
In order therefore to prevent such a misfortune as far as possible we give 
you this carlr notice and positive order that yon send no ship to China next 
year on an) prtcncc whatsoever under the description of a casual one unless 
she can hasc a cargo to the amount of £20,000 and upwards as before directed. 

34 We cannot send rou bv tins conveyance a lut of the investment to 
be made at vour Presidency the ensuing season \ou arc however to he 
making as early and considerable a provision of the several sorts of good* 
uvually provided for the Lurojv market as vcm possihl) can 

33 ^mi must continue tour utmott endeavours to provide a* brgr a 
quantity of saltpetre as possible as well for the supotv of vour own occasions 
as tho»c of our IVcstdenctcs of Km St George and IKmluv whom »r have 
directed (ogive vrni the earliest advices of their wants 

Agreeable to our directions bit vear we would have a» brge 
proportr n of bale goods bdrn on every ship a» the situation of vour in»r*i 
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meat will admit of You will observe upon reference to the charterparties that 
die Coast and Bay ships dns season carry half kmtlagc m iron, the odier 
half must necessarily be made up in saltpetre, but if you shall happen to 
u ant a sufficient quantity of bales, m such case die chartcrparty tonnage is 
to be complcated m saltpetre In loading die several ships you are, agreeable 
to our repeated directions, to put eicry one as nearly as you can upon die 
same footing in point of tonnage 

37 Aldio’ uc do not propose by dns conveyance to make any obser- 
vations upon the general occurrences of your Presidency, yet there is 
one circumstance of so interesting and alarming a nature that we cannot 
avoid taking this immediate notice of it We mean die mutmy m the 
army 3 as advised in youi letters of die 27di of February and die 19th of 
March last received by die Pigot As die late Nabob Meer Cossim was 
drove out of die provinces and lus reception by die King and Shuja Dowla 
seemed to be favouiable rather through die influence of Ins money than on 
any odier consideration, diere was great probability you had no reason to 
apprehend any considerable troubles from diat quarter, provided the army 
had continued firm m dieir duty But it is widi die utmost concern we 
observe, Meer Cossim had as you expected made use of dns unhappy disorder 
as an argument to persuade Shu j ah Dowla to espouse lus interest and invade 
Bengal, and that preparations were making by those powers accordmgly At 
the same time it is some satisfaction to us to find you had little doubt of 
defeating all die attempts of Shujah Dowla, should he even continue die 
design of marching towards Bengal when good order was restored m the 
army Your last letter informs us Major Carnac was usmg his endeavours 
with the troops accordingly, and happy shall we be in learning by your 
next advices that he had effectually succeeded m dns salutary and necessary 
work Your requestmg Commodore Tinker to remain widi and assist you 
with Ins marines and the detaining on dns occasion that part of the 
Bombay detachment which had not left die River, were very proper 
measures and we hope dieir junction with the army will have answered your 
expectations 

38 We can only learn by your said letters diat die mutmy took its rise 
among the European soldiers and afterwards extended to the seapoys on their 
conceiving they were injured m their share of a donation promised them by 
the Nabob The commission officers do not appear to have been concerned 
m tins mutiny whereas if the grievance had been general, we must suppose 
we should have heard something of their discontent , but as that seems 
not to be the case, we apprehend if they had attended properly to their 
duty, they might have discovered this mutmous spirit in the troops and 
quelled it m time to have prevented the complying with their unreasonable 
demands 

39 We have that confidence m the abihtys and influence of Major Carnac 
as to give us good reason to hope he has succeeded in removing the late 
mutmous disorder , however, it is highly incumbent on you, and we shall 
accordmgly expect you will take every prudent measure you can t hink of 
to allay and keep down the spirit so mconsistent with true discipline and 

f which as you rightly observe had well nigh thrown our affairs into greater 
danger than all the strength of our enemys 
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40. If there ihould be any remain* of this mutinous rpint among our 
troops upon the arrival of our President and Govern our Lord Clive, we are 
satisfied he will exert his utmost endeavours to restore that order and 
discipline among them which arc absolutely necessary for the preservation of 
all we enjoy at your Presidency and we earnestly recommend the firm estab- 
lishment thereof as an object of the utmost importance to the Company 

41 We have appointed the following named young gentlemen to be 
writers upon the Bengal establishment who are to be ranked in the order 
they arc named vtzl., Charles Wiliam Bonghton Charles Ingram John Harwell 
John Savage Charles Hutchinson Purling Herbert Harm 'William ^oung 
George Robertson Robert Burford, Henry Faugom Gerard Gustnvus Du 
Carell Rivers Grindall John Figc, Wiliam Byam Martin Willm. Pyc 
John Kosevrdl, Thomas Henchman Jeffrey Wilkins, William H/ppisley Coxc, 
George Bright William Mich ell Gideon Johnstone John Mnrjoribank* 
James Irwin Samuel Lcwu and Isaac Eynard. 

41 Of the above writers Messrs. Martin Johnstone and Lewis are already 
in Bengal "iou are to give them immediate notice of their appointment 
and take care that they execute the covenants we send you for tliat purpose 
which being done and properly witnessed they arc to be returned to us by 
the first conveyances. 

43 Upon the arrival of such of the said writers as proceed from hence 
you are as usual to enquire whether they met with proper treatment in the 
passage aboard the respective ships and report the same to us. 

44 The addition of such a number of writers to the covenant servants 
already upon your establishment will if the) arc all properly kept to their 
duty agrtc-blc to the very particular and positive orders laid down and 
enforced In our letters of the I7th December 1762, 8th and 22rxl February 
and the Jsr June J764 and which must on no account be derlated from be 
full) sufficient to carry on the several branches of our business. Our principal 
motive for the bcforcmentioned great supply of writers b that you may not 
have the least pretence to suffer any monthly writers or black people to be 
employed in any of your offices for the future cither at the Presidency or 
the subordinates who are hereby positively ordered to be discharged, 

45 Me are Informed that Mr John Peter Boileau whom we have chosen 
a writer upon the Fort Sl Ccorge establishment Is at present in BengaL 1 on 
are therefore to give him immediate notice to repair forthwith to his saxl 
station. 

46. We find by your last advices Mr Henry Plowman one of nur Fort 
Marlborough covenant servants wav then in Bengal As we can not dispense 
with his ab enting himself any longer vmi arc to acquaint him it is our 
express order tliat he do forthwith proceed to his station at the said Presidency 
However if he is in charge of Corrmnur \ anuttari • private concern* we do 
admit of his continuing in Bengal until he has discharged that trust 

47 Agreeable to the rule laid down in our Inter of the 1st of June last 
we send and shall continue to do so regular Infs signed br our Secretary id 
all lueb surgeon* a* have our permission to proceed to India who atr to lc 
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provided for if found deserving .it nnv of our <citlcnu tit*:, after such ns have 
iircn .drndv rc< ommrmlcd. 

5$ And ur dinll a*; muni *-ctu! you from time to time list •; of free 
nnrtlnnts prrsom m the *mf,irmg vvnv, and all whirs who have or shall 
lnve our leave to roidr m India under the Company *s protection 

I 0 . Upon lomidcnng the situation of our affairs both upon the Const 
of ( hmnnnndc! and in Bengal. v- rcpre'uited in the advices latch rcctiud, 
and the nm c ‘it* thereupon of haunt: the military establishment*; at each 
fulh cwnplntcd mu! 1 ept up. we have come to a resolution of sending out 
this season l^V* recruits to Ik diudul hrtuicti each Presidency, hut as m all 
human probability these will be more united in lUmtnl than upon the Coast 
of Choromnndih tin Intgc*t proportion is to be forwarded thither accordmgh, 
on which uc shall he more pniticnhr in our nc\t aduces 

5tl \\r purpose to romrt the 'aid ISOn recruits in the following 
manner ; i zt . 

10!) on this <htp tin Ttlbur\ 

36' ) in the three othrr Gust and China ship r 

450 in the four Co i*t md lhy ships 

301 m the *!np Ualor tal.cn up on this occasion for the run to 

India only 
* 

SC / 1 In some other conveyances not \ct determined upon 


1P00 

51 Instead of mentioning in our letters the names of the cadets, uc shall 
continue the method of transmitting sou m the several packets regular lists 
of them, and 11 is our direction that the\ he promoted m the order uc there 
place them if they behave well 

52 We send for your information a copy of the French King’s edict 4 
containing a confirmation of the establishment of the India Company under 
the title of Trading Company given at Compeigne in the month of August 
1764, by which it appears that as the King would give the said Company the 
most sensible marks of a most powerful and beneficial protection, he takes 
back die Isles of France and Bourbon,* 1 and charges himself with die c\pcnccs 
relative to this object With respect to trade and their odicr affairs, die 
Company alone arc to govern them, presenting constantly to the King, for 
His Majesty’s approbation, the by laws and rules they shall think proper 
What plan the French Company intend to pursue, docs not appear by the said 
edict, nor indeed have we any information thereof We can therefore only 
recommend it to you to have a constant and careful eye upon all the pro- 
ceedings of the said Company’s agents, and inform us thereof from time to 
time, and m particular, what are and may be the effects and consequences 
of the King’s taking into his own hands as before observed the said islands, 
which seems to us to be die most striking object in the edict 

53 Having received information that some of die ships of last season 
received on board at Madeira and the Canary Islands, large quantities of 
iron, guns, copper, stores and other contraband goods which had been 
brought and lodged there for that purpose, in order therefore to detect and 
put a stop as effectually as we can, to this mode of illicit trade, a? yvell as 
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all other illicit trade you arc to earn’ into execution the several order* which 
hare from time to time been given on this head and in particular we 
positively direct and lay it down as an invariable standing order that you 
rate every possible method to discover unlicensed goods and the owners of 
them and you are carefully to examine the accounts of goods landed from 
or found in every ship immediately upon her arrival with the manifests in 
the several packet* and whatever shall appear more than arc allowed by the 
said manifests must be seized and sold on the Company* account and you 
arc to transmit a full and true account of all your proceedings herein to us, 
that we may be satisfied in what manner you hate done your duty and that 
wc may take such further measures with the offenders upon their return to 
England as we shall think fin 

54 Mr Charles Hutchinson Purling whom we have appointed a writer 
upon the Bengal establishment has our permission to take passage on the 
Sahsbury bound first to St. Helena and from thence to China. Upon hu 
arrival at Canton he is at his own expence to take the opportunity of the first 
good conveyance to make the bn t of his way to his station In Bengal. 

We arc. 

Your Loving Friend* 

Thos Rous / H. Crabb Boulton / 
Cha. Cult* / John Harmon / John 
Manship / Peter Ducane Junr /Fredk. 
Kgou / Geo Dudley / Wm. Snell / G 
Rooke/Heny Sat age-/ J Purling/ 
Wm Webber /Hen. Hadley / Qiriito. 
Baron / Charles Chambers / George 
Cuming/Robt. Burro w/W Thornton/ 
John Roberts / Richd Smith. 
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LETTER DATED 15 FEBRUARY 1705 

Vo* ementr of ihtps — apprehension about Shujaud Daulah and Mtr Qattm 
persisting in their intention to invade Bengal — recommend leniency in the 
collection of revenues of Burdwan — approve the plan of conducting the bun 
ness of the Presidency in two distinct departments — irregularities regarding the 
Wmchcltea— pro- ett for gunpowder titan u foe lured in Bengal 

Our Prcildcnt and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

I \\c writ lo rou In the ship Tilbury under datr of the 2!«f of 
\mcmbef duplicate and triplicate whereof you will receive by the ship 
Grcinsllc and Pan/irfc 


London 

2!»t Notcmbcr 1764 
[Per Paafick] 
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2 The ship Deptford after a tedious passage from St Helena and 
beating several days m and off die Channel was obliged to bear away for 
Ireland and arrived at Corke the 30th of November, from whence the com- 
mander sent us her packets 

3 The slnp Tilbury beforementioned consigned to Madena, Fort St 
George and China, die Dutton and Salisbury for St Helena and China and 
the Essex direcdy for China saded on dieir respective voyages vizt , the Dutton 
from Spithead, on die 15di December and the other three ships the next 
day from die Downes, and having had the advantage of a settled fair wind, 
we hope diey will have a speedy passage 

4 The ships Ankerwyke for Chma, Albion , Royal Captain and Horsendon 
for Coast and Chma, and the Thames and Grosvenor for Bencoolen and 
China, have also received dieir dispatches For their times of saihng you 
are referred to die enclosed lists 

5 The ships now under dispatch and by which you will receive this 
letter, are die Speke for Madeira and Coast and Bay, the Grenville, Pacifick 
and Ponsborne for Coast and Bay 


First of shipping 

6 In addition to what we mentioned m our letter to you of the 21st of 
November last, we are now to inform you diat our ship Royal George sailed 
the 18th December for the coast of Angola, where we have ordered our agents 
to purchase 250 slaves, 100 whereof are to be left at the island St Helena 
and the remainder 150 are to be carried to the Presidency at Fort Marlbro’ , 
when the latter service is performed, the said Presidency are directed to 
dispatch her to Bombay, where she is to be sold on our account under the 
usual conditions, that she is never to return to England again, nor be disposed 
of to any Europeans except the English, taking security of the purchasers 
for those purposes If the said ship shall happen to be sent to you, the 
necessary informations concerning her noil be transmitted by the Presidency 
from whence she is sent 

7 Agreeable to the intimations in our letter of the 21st November last, 
we have taken up the ship Falmouth to carry 300 recruits to Bengal, and the 
ship Hector to carry the like number to Fort St. George , these ships are 
engaged m all respects upon the same terms and conditions as the Fort 
William, Success, Lord Anson and Pnnce of Wales consigned to your 
Presidency last season, being as follows that the ships are taken up for the 
run to India only, and when they have delivered all the recruits and consign- 
ments belongmg to the Company, they are to be disposed of on the owners’ 
account, upon these conditions that they are not to be sold to the French 
or any other European nation but the English, nor to any of the country 
powers m the East Indies without the leave of our Governour and Council 
or agents where they may be disposed of, who are to take security of the 
purchasers for that purpose But for a more particular information we refer 
you to the copy of the agreement between the Company and the owners of 
the Falmouth sent by that ship, which you are to take care is punctually 
complied with, 
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8, By the said agreement you will observe that two third* of the freight 
of the said ship i* to be paid here and the remaining third by you For 
your particular information, we ihnll also send you a stated account of what 
we have paid the owners and what they arc to receive from you. 

9 If either of the said ships should proceed to any other of our 
Presidencies before they arc finally discharged the service, die said copy of 
the agreement and ah other necessary papers and informations are to be 
forwarded with each of them for the guidance of our said Presidencies. 

10 If the situation of affairs should render it necessary we have given 
leave to the Presidency of Fort St. George to land and detain the troops on 
board the Falmouth and likewise to open our packets for your Presidency 
and after adjusting and settling all the accounts relative to the ship with 
the captain to discharge her our service on the conditions bcforementioned, 
unless they shall think, it necessary to employ her any longer therein which 
is left to their discretion. 

11 As the several ships consigned to the Coast and Bay with the said 
ships Hector and Falmouth are not sufficient to carry out tnc 1800 recruit* 
intended for the Presidencies of Fort Sl George and Fort William we order 
the Fox and True Bnton two of the Bombay ships to call first at Fort Sl 
G eorge to deliver the officers and recruit* which proceed on them a* 
mentioned under the sixth head. And having judged it necessary to send a 
further number of recruits to the Coast and Bay we have also determined 
that the Cltve and Hardxctcke two other of the Bombay ships shall proceed 
first to Fort St. George with 260 more officers and recruits which four ships 
ai soon ns they have performed that service arc to be forwarded Immediately 
to Bombay agreeable to their original destination. 

12. We can not comply with sour desire that vessels may be sent out 
of the size of the Royal George for bnnging home the remains of your 
Investment for we find the expencc* of such vessels would 
I 6J C | , a? < U> he far greater than the advantages arising from any 

services they could render the Company We therefore 
recommend it as an object very deserving of your attention to get down the 
whole of the investment so earlv as to admit of our ships bong dispatched 
in time to get out of the River without danger of losing their passages. 

13 "iou ought not to have paid Captain Skottowes account of disburse 
ments for the Royal George but the captain should hare been advanced * 
sum of money on account and the adjustment of those account* left to us. 
And you arc to observe thU as a itanding rule for your guidance In all »uch 
cases in future 

14 ^our reasons for destining the Doteauren to Madras and China, 
appear to us very insufficient for as you had justly observed but a short 

time before you came to that determination ihe ought to 
3rJ * u ' c ***** ^ nt *enr home a* she was old and 
had been a long time in India and therefore if It had 
Do, 3rd Ttbry necessary to detain a ship anodier season It should 

ccttalolT have been the Athl urnham And hereafter it must lie a standing 
rule with you to dispatch the ships in turn according to their times of arrival 
In India and never deviated from without an absolute necessity 
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15 We are sensible of the difficulty of providing returning cargoes for 
such a number of ships as we have for some time past been under the 
necessity of sending to India , however, the scheme of forwardmg any of them 
to China without a sufficient stock to purchase a cargo, as was the case of 
the Lord Clive, is, what we can by no means approve of , for you might have 
been morally certain, the Presidency of Fort Marlborough could not con 
tribute any treasure towards her China cargo You will therefore strictly 
observe what we have laid down m our letter of the 21st November last with 
respect to ships under the description of casual ones, that we may not run 
the risk of having any ship lay by the walls in China unprovided for 

16 You must be careful to inform us m the General Letters of the times 
of the arrival and sailing of our several Europe ships, as well those bound 
to or from hence as to or from other ports in India, which you have omitted 
this season m the mstances of the Lord Clive, Deptford, Earl of Middlesex , 
Bute and Lord Mansfield 

17 In the course of our enquiry mto the loss of the Winchelsea, there 
appeared great reason to beheve that so essential a measure for the preserva- 
tion of our shipping as that of an annual survey of your River had been 
shamefully neglected, and that the pilots are frequently extremely remiss 
in not ordermg their sloops to be ahead of the ships m going up or 
down the River As such mstances of carelessness are Lequently attended 
with the worst of consequences, we positively insist upon your causing, 
the most exact and careful surveys of the River to be made, once or oftener 
every year, agreeable to our orders 1 of the 2nd February 1737/8 and 3rd 
March 1758 and you are to minute the reports thereof on the face of the 
Consultations 


Lre 19 th. 
1763 Pa 14 
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18 The sending out boys to be trained up to your pilot service, we do 
not think for many reasons, would answer the purpose, and therefore we do 

not for the present comply with your request. We 
observed in our advices to you last season, that the ships 
then proceedmg with recruits, would give you a good 
opportunity of supplymg that branch of our marine from their mates and 
odier officers, and having this season taken up the Hector and Falmouth as 
before mentioned upon the same plan, we also recommend, your engaging 
some of their officers, for that service , from these resources, we hope, you 
will have a sufficient assistance for the present at least, or, until we can fall 
upon some eligible method for supplymg you 

19 The two schooners ordered to be built at Chittagong, we observe 
were arrived with you, and likewise two of the four, desired from Bombay 

We would have you pursue your intention of building such 
vessels as may be wanted hereafter, at die former place, 
if they can be done as well and as cheap as at Bombay , 
and you are to cause regular surveys of them to be made, and die reports 
diereof entered on Consultation, specifying dieir construction, goodness or 
defects, and the difference m die cost and manner of building from diose 
made at Bombay , but you arc under no pretence to establish a marine vard 
at Chittagong for the Company’s account, as our sonants 
DecT nS p63 tl0n 12th ^ iere secm to "ish, for die cxpence diereof would certain!) 

' J be much greater than any adiantagcs we could c\er derne 


Lrc 1 9tli Deer 
1763 Pa 10 
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from ir and more especially as it cm hare no works to defend it having in 
our advices of Iait season positively forbid any to be made there without our 
express leave. 

Secondly of goods from Eurof>e or from one port of India to another 

20 Your indent for naval stores is in general excessively large and 
several articles therein desired arc of a greater sue than can be used in the 
Company s marine service at Bengal particularly anchors and cordage and 
some of these articles indented for are even larger than what arc used on 
board the freighted ships which is the case especially of the eighteen inch 
cables. The great amount of the tonnage of this indent has necessarily 
obliged us to curtail it very considerably but we send as large a supply as 
the ships can conveniently take in of those articles which are judged to be 
most wanted. We hare sent two top masts and two topsail yards of the same 
dimensions with those sent last year as you omitted to mention their exact 
sizes, but we shall not hereafter send cither masts yards or any other articles 
unless you give us their proper descriptions. 

21 We are again under the necessity of reminding you to distinguish in 
your indents m separate columns the amount of each article required for the 
Company s use and what is for sale, it being absolutely necessary for our 
guidance in complying therewith. 

22. And it is further necessary to direct that you do not upon any account 
whatsoever dispose of any naval stores unless they can be very well spared, 
after hanng reserved sufficient for the demands of our marine and the ncccs 
sitics of our Europe ships. 

23 We have complied more fully with your indent for military stores, 
than we have with the naval indent, and particular regard has been paid to 
the observations at the foot thereof the onlv deviation is that the scabbards arc 
sent upon the swords which can not be otherwise as the scabbards would 
shrink without the blades bv the time they reach Bengal. The bayonets being 
short ground hollow and sharp only at the point? arc not subject to cut the 
scabbards ns the swords do 

24 Wc have not sent the hats desired for the same reason? as sc 
gave you some time since for discontinuing to semi the cloathing for the 
military 

25 Should it be found that plates of copper for battery or brass of a 
particular thickness have the preference at the sales you must send us a sample 
of that roost esteemed that wc mar endeavour to get the copper cast agree 
able thereto It Is olxcncd in vour indent that the plates marled MI always 
sold l>rst but on reference to the Warehouse Keeper* letter mentioned in 
vour letter of the I9ih December the preference is given to the copper for lira** 
marked with a swan which males it impossible to determine on this point 
n ir dors the account sale afT nd anv tnforuiati m in this respect for the copprr 
for brass wltich sold at the highest price is onlv called copper for brass fine 
and not distinguished bv anv mark The atownt ulr» is In several other 
Instances serv Imperfect the marls of several different parcels Imng omlttrcl 
Antl the import warehouse remain* In regard in thn article I* rspiallv Im »met 
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for the total quantity of copper in store is sent, without mentioning the parti 
culars of each sort, which is absolutely necessary for us to know, and must 
be remarked m futuie 

26 You are to cause exact and particular surveys to be made and trans- 
mitted to us of all our ordnance mounted and unmounted at your Presidency, 
describing their number, natures and condition, and you are likewise to inform 
us what further ones are wanted to render your works properly defensible, 
describing them also m the same manner 

27 Notwithstanding we learn from your advices that Mr Smith has 
greatly improved the manufacture of gunpowder, yet it appears from a tryal 

made here, of that received by the Ashburnham, by puttmg 
1763 C Pa 9t 31 DCCr mto a mac ^ une two drachms of the powder to raise 37^ lb , 

this powder at the first tryal lifted only 2/10 of an inch, 
and at a second tryal 4/10 of an inch, whereas some powder made here bemg 
tried with the same quantity, and in like manner, at the first and second tryals 
raised the weights each time 3 9/10 mches , and upon examination of the 
materials, the charcoal was found very bad, and the brimstone and saltpetre 
not properly refined It is probable this powder might have lost some strength 
by bemg so long on board that ship, yet we can not think that would have 
occasioned so great a difference in force as abovemennoned, especially as the 
materials were found so defective We must therefore again recommend the 
improvement of this manufacture as a point of great importance to us, hoping 
you will m time bring it to such perfection as to render it unnecessary, if 
possible, to send any powder from hence, which besides the room taken up in 
our ships, exposes them to great danger And as we are informed Mr Walton 
who now proceeds to you is thoroughly experienced m the manufacture of this 
article, with his assistance and the abilities which Mr Smith has evinced therein, 
we hope you will be able to attain so desirable an object In order thereto 
you are to appomt a committee who are to inspect the gunpowder works every 
month and report to the Board the quantity made, it’s cost, quality and other 
particulars, which must be entered on Consultation And you are to continue 
to advise us what further progress and improvements are made and send 
musters annually for our observation 

28 As the extraordinary quantity of provisions sent on the four Bombay 
ships for the accommodation of the recruits prevents their taking in here all 
the bales intended for that Presidency, mentioned in our letter of the 21st 
November, we are under the necessity of sending 450 of these bales m nearly 
equal proportions on the ships Albion, Royal Captain and Horsendon and 300 
more in like manner on the Grenville, Pacifick and Ponsborne making m the 
whole 750 bales , but as the extraordinary provisions on board the Bombay 
ships will be expended upon their arrival at Fort St George and there will 
then be room for the said 750 bales to be transhipt on them, we have given 
directions to Fort St George to tranship them forthwith in equal proportions , 
and if it should happen that any of the said bales are brought to your 
Presidency, you are also to take the first opportunity of forwarding them to 
Bombay 

29 If any of the said bales can be disposed of to advantage at Bengal, 
you may detain as many of them as you think proper, observing in such case 
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that you take an exact proportion of each colour in which you are to be 
guided by the invoice for if only some particular* arc taken out, the remaining 
assortment will be improper for the Bombay market and probably very pre 
judicial to the sale and thi* rule must be observed in future with respect to 
any bales which may be sent by the way of Bengal for any of our other 
Presidencies. 

30 We are very much surprised to observe so little attention given to our 
interest in the long detention of the Nancy ketch with you for the ophlum 

intended for Fort Marlborough as it appear* from an 
1764 C 'pj° l ^ 2 Fcbry Account delivered in to ui by Captain Howe that no las 
than fifty dials of that article were laden on the W'tnchelsea 
belonging to the freighters and we are also well assured that forty chat* more 
were on board the Lord Clrve on private account 

3 1 By not having received any books of invoices since those per Osterley, 
we are at a loss to know what cargoes were on board the Lord Mansfield, Bute 
and Earl of Middlesex for our account To prevent *uch a disappointment m 
future you are to mention in your letter* to us a general account of all con 
signments to the other Presidencies and send us abstract* of the invoices in 
the packet*. 

3Z In our letter of the 2I*t of November you were Informed we should 
send to China about 250 chc*t* of treasure this season but as that trade is of 
such great importance to the Company «c have by exerting our utmost 
endearour* cn creased the quantity to 331 chats notwithstanding this addi 
tional supply the whole Is still scry inadequate to the service you are there 
fore agreeable to our repeated orders to send to our China Council as large 
consignments of treasure and goods as you can possibly collect by every good 
opportunity that offers so long as the season for supplying the present com 
mission of supra cargoes will adroit of and after that the succeeding supra 
cargoes. 


Thirdly of investments 

33 Uc now send lists of the iroestrarat to be made at your Presidency 
for the ship p rocee d ing thither this season and to the several observations and 
directions therein contained you are to pre the strictest attention and 
obedience. 

54 In our letter of the lit April 1760 wc represented the loss which the 
Companr sustained br the great quantities of salt and dirt sent from Bengal 
amongst the saltpetre and strongly recommended it to you to cause the petre 
to lie better refined but wc arc concerned to find those evils are not yet 
remedied wc now direct that you immediately gire this matter o full cons! 
deration and take the mmt eliphle method* for lemming these complaint* 
Mr Walton who now pocttds to vou being thoroughly versed in the mannrT 
of refining this article wc would base you send him to the places where that 
part of our investment i» provided to carrr your resolutions Into execution, 
and give such advice therein as he may judge necessary In which business ymi 
arc to girt him all proper assistance 
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35 The method you have fallen upon for providing the Luckipore invest' 
meiit under the direction of our seivants at Chittagong, 
will we hope answer your expectations, and if it can be done 
there, as well as at the former place, we very much approve 

of dns measure 


Lre 19th Dccr 
1763 Pa 42 


36 As we arc prevented from giving our sentiments upon the Barnagore 
cloth, by the non-arrival of the musters sent by the Boscawen, you must send 
us other musters thereof, lest any accident should have happened to that ship , 
and hkewise samples of any other new cloth for our observation, agreeable to 
our repeated orders, and tins you are to observe as a standing order for the 
future 


Fourthly concerning the country government, European powers 

and the trade of India 

37 We learn from advices received by the ship Deptford, that Shuja 
Dowlah, the Kmg and Cossim Aly Cawn still appeared to persist in their 
intentions to invade Bengal and had thrown a bridge over the Ganges to 
prosecute their march, and diough the same advices assure us, you were under 
no apprehensions of danger from this powerful alliance, yet we can not help 
being m pain for the event of this important affair 

38 The furnishing the country powers with arms is a circumstance of 
such an interesting nature, that it requires your utmost regard and attention 
to prevent dieir falling into hands, who may turn them against us, and which 
is the more to be dreaded, as the continual military operations at Bengal and 
on the Coromandel Coast have diffused the European discipline in a very great 
degree among the natives With respect to such arms as you may be mduced 
to supply the Nabob with in consideration of die alliance between him and 
the Company, we recommended to you in the strongest terms to take every 
prudent precaution m your power, that those arms never fall into improper 
hands , and that no country powers m future be supplied with any arms or 
military stores whatever without the most absolute necessity 

39 In our letters of the 8th February and 1st of June last, we 
gave you our sentiments and directions very fully in respect to die inland 
trade of Bengal, we now enforce the same m the strongest manner, and 
positively msist, that you take no steps whatever towards renewing this trade, 
without our express leave, for which purpose you must not fail to give 
us the fullest information upon the subject agreeable to our abovementioned 
directions 

40 The enforcing our said orders is the more indispensably necessary 
from our observmg the complaints of the present Nabob, taken notice of and 
referred to in your Separate Letter of the 20th February 1764 relating to the 
many difficulties, hardships and oppressions that he meets with, resulting from 
the beforemenuoned unwarrantable and licentious trade , we have such an 
entire confidence in Lord Clive’s great abilities and good intentions, that we 
make no doubt these great abuses will be particular objects of his care and 
attention, and that he will be able to carry these our orders effectually into 
execution 
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41 The trade of pepper upon the Mallabar Coast being an object of great 
importance to the Company wc much approve of your 
JaaTTrfcf* l?th prohibiting private trader* to interfere in our purchase* 
thereof and positively order that you send home an) person* 
who may act contrary thereto 

42. \\c have been to full and explicit in our advice* of the two la<t 
season* concerning the measure* to be taken with the agent* of the French 
Company in India that we think you can be under no difficulty when they 
come to resettle in Bengal. As it will be very important for u* to have the 
fullest information of their transaction*, either with you the country govern 
rnent concerning their trade or any other matter whatever you must care- 
fully collect and transmit to u» all such kind* of intelligence a* early a* 
possible. 

43 After our repeated instruction* and order*, in a succession of our 
General Letters for maintaining a perfect good understanding and hnrmon) 
with the Dutch East India Company and our particular orders respecting their 
free enjoyment of the saltpetre and ophium trade*,* )OU maj gucts at our 
lurpnic on receiving from the Earl of Sandwich one of His Majc*t) s principal 
Secretaries of State on the 20th November last a cop) of a memorial presented 
by Count Wcklercn the Dutch Minister at this Court containing very strong 
remonitranecs and complaints on the part of their high mightinesses in res- 
pect to the injustice done their subjects the Dutch East India Company in 
(he article* of saltpetre and opluum and partioilnrlv charging that tltcy had 
not been able from the obstructions of our servants, to procure a grain of salt 
petre in the year 1763 and but a very small quantity of ophium of which last 
article our servants had made themselves master* of the greatest part. Upon 
the subject of these complaint*, we do require your immediate and explicit 
answer after a full and deliberate enquiry made by jou into the cause* that 
have produced these remonstrance* so displeasing to Government and so 
injurious to our honour and if any of our servants, be they who they may 
shall be found guilty of this flagrant abuse of their trust and disobedience to 
our express command* we direct that their proceedings be truly and impnr 
tiallv stated bv you to us with every necessary particular ami circumstance 
attending such information and enquiry that we may shew our just resentment 
against such unwarrantable practice* and injurious treatment At the same 
time we confirm m the fullest sense and effect our former order* respecting 
the Dutch cnjoring a free trade with ourselves In those article* 

44 With rc*pcct to the capture of the snow Suumna Marganta It appears 
to us, that the Company can have no concern therein on their own account 

but arc to be considered mcrclj as trustee*, ^ou have 
fiX* ,? h •hertfon: verv properly determined to deposit the money 
pf | n j arising from the sale of the pri/c in your treasury until the 

affair shall be decided in luropc and you arc not to di* 
pose of the same until rou receive our further orders 

45 Application luvmg bern made to us bv the several claimants we have 
ftrdcrcd the original* and attested copies of such paper* relative to dir above 
prcrc at v»c liavc reemed from vour Presidency to be deposited in the High 
Court « f Admiraltr and a* we arc dninmt of d »ing evrrr thing In our |»T*rf 
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row aids the f tuhtatmg of justice in tlu^ matter, you arc to take care that tf 
am other pipers should tome to vour hands. relating to this transaction, the 
onir he suit to us with tin lirst ndvitrs in order that all parties may receive 
curt projnr information for the termination of tins affair 

56 We must here oImoc to \ou that h\ the copies of Captain Jv chon's 
auiniut turn ut «>f the pn/t tin net halhntt fiom the sale of the \tsscl 
and tirgo is etirrent rupees 25.3 5° 9 7 and b\ vout f.ciural letter of the 
l^th \prd 1763 \ou adtise us. tint the same Mini was deposited accordingly, 
hut on inspecting your treason *tc<onnt< for that time, we find onl\ a Mini 
of euirint iiipets 23,230 11°. rteeiud on account of the Susanna Maii'arita 
prize, hv which there scum to have been short paid into vour treasury the 
sum of current rupees 02 11 10, of which von arc to talc notice 

57. 'Flos leach us further to observe that In \our treasury accounts for 

* « 

Juh 1763 a mm of current rupees 10*9 6 appears to hue been paid 
Mr Maun. fo r r<gistitmg Mindrv piper, relative to the Susanna Margarita 
pri/e, which cxjvrtui though not included m the account of charges delivered 
m In Captain lvcmn, will we apjirelund hr disbursed to the Coinpam You 
arc therefore to take earc if am oilier charges should have occurred with respect 
to this transaction that the same In collected and transmitted to us 

/V///i/\ o) fhrtifualtnns, buildings and rrttnuts 

*?S l*hc immense and increasing charge of your fortifications, is a burthen 
so sensible felt In the* Company, that we can not avoid earnestly recommend- 
ing to vour serious consideration our former orders for contracting the works, 
and of course the expence*, as far as it can be consistently done The main bod) 
of the fort it m.av he* ntctss.m to finish, hut no more of the out-works arc to be 
done than are absolmclv necessary, and m conducting the whole, you arc to 
have the strictest regard to econom\ m every instance 

*59 You must direct a complete plan of the fort and out-works to be 
drawn out and forwarded to us ,ts soon as possible, m winch must be distin- 
guished those* parts which arc finished, those m hand and those necessary 
to he done, accompanying the same with proper estimates of the cxpcncc, 
which will he incurred thereby 

50 We think it needful to repeat our orders of last season positively 
forbidding you to make any fortifications at Chittagong without our permis- 
sion, as we observe by your letter of the 20th of February last, you continued 
in that intention 

51 You did right not to consent to the making a new fort at Dacca, and 

T in ordering the old one to be repaired, as no such works 
1763° nSn " °' r must he set about without our express leave, agreeable 

to our repeated orders 

52 You arc to transmit to us as soon as possible, exact plans of all the 
lands granted to the Company, as well those m the environs of Calcutta 
as in the provinces of Burdwan, Chittagong, Midnapore or elsewhere, accom- 
panying the same with such remarks and explanations as may be necessary 
to give us a full and satisfactory information of all our possessions, their value 
and the importance they are of to the Company 
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53 It i« a great satisfaction to us to hear that during your late troubles, 

you were able to keep the Burdwan Province free from any 
Lrc. i?ih Dccr material inroad i and the more especially as by this means 

1763 Pa. 45 we may reasonably hope that it’s revenues will not have 

suffered any diminution. 

54 We observe that the revenues of this province have been stipulated 
at thirty four lack for the present year as for the former but at the same 

tunc you girc us your opinion that the lands will not yield 
lae°2ofh^Frff mcrca *^ rent diough by the state of these revenues 

l 64 Pa. is/ entered on your Consultations of the I2th March 1764 it 
appears, that the rents were collected in full Yet as we 
find that this was not effected without difficulties and perhaps some degree 
of ngour we had rather abate of our expectations than subject ourselves to 
any just imputations of seventy for it is our interest as well as inclination 
to adopt such measures as tend to conciliate the minds of the natives to our 
Government 

55 As you were fully sensible of the importance of this branch of our 
revenues we doubt not of your attention thereto, and persuade ourselves that 
you will settle it on such a footing as shall be most beneficial to the Company 
without being oppressive either to the farmers or tenants and here wc observe 
your commendations of Mr Johnstone for his great diligence in procuring 
payment of this part of our revenues which will have due weight with us 

56 It is very agreeable to us to hear that the revenues of Midnaporc and 

Chittagong have not only received some increase but that 
Lre 19th. Deer yield a prospect of being annually improved and that 

1763 Pa. 49 50 Chittagong in particular is likely to become a valuable 
settlement and this wc trust you had a reasonable amir 
ancc of bj your sending two additional members to the Council of that place. 

57 The method you resolred on last year for collecting the rents of the 
Calcutta purgunnahs having not only given you the advantage of being better 

^ y, acquainted with the nature and extent of the lands but also 

given an addition to our revenues wc the more readily 
approve of your continuing the collection In the same manner until you have 
acquired a thorough knowledge of what improvement those lands arc capable 
and consequently how far thetr rents may be advanced This necessary end 
once obtained it mav be proper for you to reconsider this matter maturely 
and we doubt not but you will then pursue such a pbn as shall be most for 
the true Intcrctt of the Company 

S3 ^ou inform us of an increase to our revenues of more than one task 
of rupees from the salt pans in the Calcutta lands by the method of taxing 
u ^taffrryr at thirty rupees each so considerable an 

' * increase seems sufficiently to justify your hating continued 

the same method for the present year taking it for granted that no grievance 
or discontent has arisen from this tax. 

59 With respect to vour making yourselves aniwcrablc to the salt mrr 
chants for the balance* due from the mo/imgerr or bl*ourrr» 

3 we are not enabled to judge of the expediency of this 

engagement which lias the appearance of being attended with some risk hut 
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as }ou ha\c thought it adwscablc to become sureties to die merchants, m 
this ease, we hope and trust that you had a thorough conviction that the 
Company uould not be subjected to any loss thereby 

60 With regard to die state of your mint, diough die profits hitherto 

arising therefrom do not fully answer our expectations, yet die prospect you 

56 gne of its becoming more beneficial is very agreeable to 

us When isc shall rcccisc a complete state of the mint 

svlnch ) on base promised us, we expect to sec not only the nett gains by the 

duties on coinage, but also the amount of the sums coined for private persons 
in sslnch \'our mint account current received per Ostcrlcy is defective 

Sixthly and seventhly of covenant and military servants and accounts 

61 Mr John Bans ell whom sve adsiscd you in our letter of the 21st 
Nos ember last ssas appointed a ssritcr for your Prcsidenc) r , has resigned the 
said appointment 

62 We base thercfoic appointed Mr John Pciarce to be a svnter upon 
) r our establishment and base given him rank next bclosv Thomas Henchman, 
one of the ssriters of this season, and as sve arc informed, Mr Pciarce is nosv 
m Bengal, ss c send cos cnants in the packet, svlnch must be executed, svitnessed, 
and returned to us by die first ship 

63 Mr William Walton svliom sve mentioned in our letter to you of the 
9di May 1764, nosv proceeds to your Presidency, being assured dus gentleman 
has a compleat knosvlcdge of the method of refining saltpetre and the svhole 
process of manufacturing gunpossder It is our intention he should be chiefly 
emplo) r ed in die regulations of those brandies under your direction, and you 
are to give him all necessary instructions and assistance dierein, acquainting 
us from time to time svidi his progress Upon his arris r al he is to take rank 
as one of our writers upon your establishment and remain such until the 30di 
of July 1766 when he will be of age, at which time, he is to commence and be 
stationed as the youngest factor upon the list However, as we have been 
induced to give Mr Walton the said rank on account of die assurances we 
have received of his beforementioned qualifications, if it should appear to 
you diat he has not sufficient judgment m those branches to render us the 
services we have mentioned, he is then to serve five years as a writer 

64 If any of our covenant servants or Mr Wensley the surgeon who 
came to Bengal with Mr Spencer shall be there when this is received, you 
are to acquaint them, it is our positive order they return forthwidi to their 
former stations 

65 We were acquainted by the President and Council at Fort St George 
that Mr Edward Middleton one of our writers upon that establishment had 
resigned our service in order to proceed to and assist his brother of Council 
at your Presidency in his mercantile concerns, who had given him an invitation 
for that purpose , as we can not allow our service to be deserted under such 
pretences, you are immediately to send the said Mr Middleton to England, 
and his brother must be acquainted, we are very much displeased at his giving 
encouragement to such a step 

66 We have signified to our Presidency at Fort St George that we 

Vol. IV— 6 
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consent to Mr Crokes remaining on that coast, and that they may likewise 
pay him his annuity 

67 Mr Christopher Roffe who we are informed is m Bengal, and 
Mr William Altham who went thither last year as a free merchant, bang 
appointed factors, upon the Fort Marlborough establishment they are to be 
acquainted with the said appointment and that we direct them to proceed to 
their stations on the West Coast forthwith. 


6S. You were Informed in our letter of the 1st June last, that we trans- 
mitted to you deeds of covenants to be entered into by yourselves, and all 
our avil servants, also by all the military officers pursuant to a resolution 
of the Proprietors of this Company on the 2nd May hut, to prevent yours and 
their receiving any gifts, grants or rewards gratuities allowances, donations, 
or compensations whatever from any of the country po w er s , otherwise than 
under the limitations therein mentioned. We shall expect that the said order 
of the General Court has been punctually earned into execution and we poll 
lively direct that you take care that every new officer cinl or military does 
without fail, upon his admission into the service, execute the said covenants. 
AU our cinl and military servants who proceed from hence do upon their 
respective appointments execute such covenants here. 

69 It is always necessary that a avil servant of rank should reside on the 
Company's behalf at the Durbar agreeable lo the treaty with the present 
Nabob In this appointment the abilities and qualifications of the person 
should be chiefly regarded and we suppose you had these m view in the 
choice of our present Resident, Mr Watts. 

70 The method you ha\e taken to cxdtc our junior servants to qualify 
thcmsclrcs for the posts of Secretary and Sub-Accountant, by annexing to the 

__ g, duc execution thereof for three years a title to the pre- 
1>x g3 ference of any vacancy of a post of greater trust or 

advantage meets with our enure approbation and such 
persons may be likewise assured wc shall at all times have a suitable regard 
to their menu. 


71 It Is with great pleasure we observe your recommendations of 
Mr Graham the Secretary and Mr Majcndic hU insist 
\ [T l4Ith ant f° r th rir extraordinary assiduity and the regular 
manner In which they execute the business of that office 
and we shall pay due attention to their menu, as well as those of any other 
of our serranu who may distinguish themselves in the like manner 

72. We can not arold remarking that the allowances you hare lately 
made to the Secretary and lus assistants arc much larger than the former ones, 
wlikh we thought very liarxl^omc and sufficient however 
being readv upon all occasions to encourage the fidelity 
and diligence of our servants wc shall acquiesce therein 
if wc find the businesses of the two departments arc properly conducted and 
kept up 

73 The plan you hast established a* a rule of preferment for the en 
eouragrment of the surgeons In our service has our appro- 
. bation for the prevent but we recommend it to you to see 

* sc arc pur to no morr rlmrr on this account than 1* 


Contain. 3rd 
Ncnr 1 &J 
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absolutely necessary, and to take the first opportunity that offers to reduce their 
number, and you must send us lists of them in the packets every season 

74 Being well assured that Mr John Chamier who went out last season 
as a free merchant for Bengal, has a complete knowledge of the manufacture 
of raw silk, having been bred up, and many years engaged in the silk trade, 
we recommend him to be employed in the regulation and improvement of 
that branch of our investment, after the manner of the late Mr Wilder, and 
you must transmit us an account of his services herein, that we may make 
him such an allowance, as he shall appear to deserve 


75 And with respect to Mr Joseph Pouchon whom we observe you had 
employed to increase and improve the raw silk investment, as we are well in- 
formed he can render us more service by Ins judgment in our piece goods, 
you are to make such use of Ins abilities m one or both of those branches of 
our investment as may be most for our interest, giving us the like information 
with respect to his services 


76 In consideration only of your strong recommendation of Mr Cameron 


Lrc 19th Dccr 
1763 Pa 94 


for Ins usefulness to our service, we permit you to con- 
tinue to employ him therein, so long as it may be found 
necessary, but it must be an invariable rule with you here- 


after, upon no pretence whatever to entertain any person in our service who 


lays under imputations of misconduct at our other Presidencies 


77 The friends of Mr Thomas Bagnell, one of our surgeons at Fort 
Marlborough, having represented that he labours under an indifferent state 
of health, and desired he may be removed to Bengal, we have acquainted 
the President and Council there that we consent thereto, and upon his arrival 
with you, he is to be employed as you shall think proper, whenever a vacancy 
shall happen 


78 As you will be the properest judges of Captain Jenmgs’s pretensions, 

and how far it may be right to comply therewith, we leave 
17M e p a 2 °22 FCby xt entirel y to y° u to adjust the same as his services may 
appear to deserve, and as much to his satisfaction as possible 

79 We approve your reply to the remonstrance of Captain Fischer, upon 
Consnita 3rd y our promoting Captain Knox to a majority, as we can not 

Octr 1763 admit of foreigners being advanced above the rank of 

Captain m our service 


80 It gives us satisfaction to observe your success in mlistmg the men 

Lre 19th Deer °f die regiment, and we approve of your offering them a 

1763 Pa 87 bounty of ten pounds each for that purpose 

81 In our letter of the 21st November, we made some general observa- 
tions on the mutiny which happened in your army , but as tins is an occur- 
rence of a most important and interesting nature, we further direct, that you 
make a particular and circumstantial inquny into that affair, and transmit us 
a full and impartial account of the source and causes which gave rise to it, 
and whether any of the officers, or, who else were to blame therein, or, did 
not exert their utmost endeavours to stop it’s progress, before it came to the 
dangerous height, to which it arrived 

82 The last advices from Fort St George inform us, that Lieutenants 
John Bridger, George Buck, Arnold Hunterman, Francis Swam Ward and 
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Robot Phillips, who were with our army before Madura, having taken disgust 
at the President and Council for promoting wmc lieutenant* of the regiment 
to captain* commission* who had rawed fifty men each they left the army 
and came down to Fort Sl George and resigned their com missions. Imme 
diatcly upon receiving this intelligence we wrote a letter to that Presidency 
and sent it express to the Tilbury then in the Downes, solely to signify how 
highly we resented such a mutinous and unsoldierlike conduct and directing 
those persons to be sent to England by the first conveyance, and likewise any 
others who might misbehave in the like manner If any of the said persons 
shall be in Bengal you arc also to send them home whether they may have 
engaged in the service or not, and if any of our officers should be guilty of 
such a misconduct at your Presidency they are to be treated in the same 
manner 

83 In our letter of the 21st of November last we signified our intentions 
to send out this season eighteen hundred military recruits for our Presidencies 
of Fort William and Fort Sl George, and wc then mentioned that the greater 
part of them would probably be wanted at Bengal but the advice* we have since 
received from Fort St George being very pressing for a large supply and 
considering the much greater proportion sent to you last season than to that 
Presidency we have now determined that of the *aid eighteen hundred recruits 
one thousand and twenty be incorporated m our several corps upon the Fort 
Sl George establishment, and the remaining seven hundred and eighty In 
like manner upon the establishment of Bengal The said recruit* proceed 
at follows — 


For Fort Sl George 


On die four Coast and China ships Tilbury 
Albion Royal Captain and Horsendon 
On die Hector 


(already 


sailed), | 


On the Bombay ships Fox and True Bnfon which arc to call 
first at Fort St George 


400 

300 

200 


1020 


For Bengal 

On the four Coast and Bay ships Speke, Grcmnlle Pacifick and 1 iQ£ . 

Pontborne J ^ 

On die Falmouth 300 


780 

PI In order that the said recruits may be proper I v talcn care of In the 
socage and disciplined a* srell as thetr situation on board will admit they 
are tn be ofiimrd for the smrage onlv as follmss mf In each <f tlir ships 
Speke Cremlle Paafiek and Pambome by one captain one lieutenant 
and one ensign, and tn the Falmouth tine captain two lieutenants and t»o 
ensigns. 
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85 The recruits for Fort St George are officered m the like manner vizt , 
m the Tilbury, one captain and one lieutenant , the Albion, Royal Captain 
and Horscndon, one captain, one lieutenant and one ensign in each ship , in 
the Hector, one captain, two lieutenants and two ensigns , and m the two 
Bombay ships, two lieutenants and one ensign each 

86 The names of the several officers destined for tile Presidency of Fort 
William are as follows — 

Captains Scipio Carnac, William Nugent, James Coltee DuCarel, 

Alexander Hannay and John Stamforth, Lieutenants Thomas Hope, 

Thomas Dundas, Ralph Harding, William Bullock, Selby Padman and 

William Powell 

Ensigns George Hoggan, John Anthony Vazeille, Francis Field, Swmy 

Toone Savage Barrell and Thomas Preston 

87 For the ships on which the said officers proceed, you are referred 
to the several lists in the packets 

88 We shall also send for your information, the names of the officers 
for Fort St George, m separate lists 

89 The beforementioned recruits for your Presidency are not to be 
formed into any new companies, but are to be incorporated m the corps, which 
form your present establishment , and with respect to the officers, they are 
to succeed to such vacancies as shall happen after their arrival in the rank 
and order they are named above, and until such vacancies happen, they are 
to receive pay agreeable to their respective ranks, and be employed in such 
manner as you shall think fit 

90 We have given the like orders, both with respect to the officers and 
recruits destined for Fort St George 

91 Altho’ by our beforementioned arrangements, the greater part of 
the recruits and officers are destined for Fort St George, yet as the situation 
of the Company’s affairs in Bengal may require a fuller assistance, we have 
in such case directed the Presidency of Fort St George, to forward as many of 
them as they can possibly spare accordingly , but as they are in all events to 
belong to the said establishment, they are to be deemed and taken as detach- 
ments from that Presidency 

92 On the other hand if they should be under a real necessity of detain- 
ing any of the officers and recruits designed for Bengal, they have our leave 
to do so, for so long as they may be wanted, under the like regulation of 
deemmg them detachments from your Presidency 

93 In general the affairs of our several Presidencies are to be looked upon 
as they really are, a common concern , they are accordingly mutually and as 
effectually as possible, to assist one another, whenever the exigency of affairs 
requires it , and this we lay down as an invariable rule for the observance 
of every Presidency 3 

94 Upon further considermg the great importance of sendmg as effectual a 
supply of military recruits to our Presidencies of Fort St George and Bengal 
as we can possibly find Conveyances for, and the pressing instances of both 
Presidencies on this head, we have determined that the ships Clive and 
Hardwicke, two other of the Bombay ships, shall proceed first to Fort St George 
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with two hundred and sixty recruit* over and above the bcforcracntfoncd 
eighteen hundred which will be officered in like manner a* those in the other 
two Bombay ships. 

95 One circtimitance which ha* been the occasion of greatly increasing 
the military expence* of your Presidency ha* been the employing a great 
many officer* more than were wanted for the number of men they were to 
command *ince we have settled the military establishment the number of 
officer* i* thereby adjusted and must not on any account be dispensed with or 
exceeded, being fully satisfied it i* *uffiaent for the wnce and to answer 
every good purpose this is not meant however to vacate any of the com 
mission* already imied but that in future you will grant no other commissions 
than your establishment require*. 

96. We have appointed Mr Ezekiel Mnckelwaine to be a lieutenant 
fireworker in our artillery at Bengal, and a* he ha* been in the service of His 
Majesty « train and u well instructed in all the engineering branch we recom 
tnend him to be employed as one of our engineers at your Presidency 

97 The plan you have adopted for conducting the business of your Pres! 
dency in two distinct departments 4 both under the management of the Presl 

dent and Counci t, appear* to us a very proper and necessary 
I regulation and we expea you will take particular care that 

the books of each department arc kept in such forwardness, 
that we may receive them by every ship, brought up as near to the time of 
her dispatch a* possible. 

98 It i» with real concern wc still find ourschcs disappointed of recciv 
mg the Ccncral Books of your Presidency to the latest period instead of 

^ w which you give us to understand that you would forward 

(per Bosctrxcn) only one set ending Apil 1760 which set 
unfortunately ha* nor yet reached us. Wc have so repeatedly animadverted 
on your failure In so material a point that it is unnecessary for us to say 
more on the subject but as you tell u» the remaining set* of books are in 
great forwardness, we hope to receive them compleat by the ships of next 
season. 

99 We must here also observe that you speak only of the General Book* 
of vour Presidency without taking any notice of those of your subordinates 
though these books may not he thought to immediately necessary as the books 
of your Presidency vet rou cannot but be sensible that your General Books 
thetmclvcs must be insufficient to answer our Inquiries without the sub- 
ordinate books that form so great a pan of vour transactions 

100 It is unnecessary to mention to you that it Is our standing order 
that the General Books of ail suliordinatc* sliould be sent u< as well as those 
of our Presidencies this order was duly attended to till the capture of Calcutta, 
since which it seems to liare hern totally neglected. We are Indetd apprised 
that many interruptions and difficulties arising from the troubles of the 
country mav have retarded the regular course of Imuness at your out settlr 
menu ret when these troubles dull have subsided we trust that you wfl! 
turn your thoughts also to the giving us a series of the subordinate l>onV.t 
and ibat our servants on your establishment will exert themselves to bong 
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the several books in their proper order that they may be duly transmitted 
to us 

101 As the receivmg your Commissaries books and Miktary Paymaster’s 
books is of essential consequence, that we may not remam m uncertainty m 
a pomt of such importance as your military expences, we cannot but repeat 
our former orders that you by no means neglect to send them m their due 
course 

102 The purgunnah accounts that we have hitherto received are imper- 
fect both with respect to tame and method, consisting chiefly of monthly 
accounts (and those not m regular succession), without any general abstract , 
as these must necessarily have been reduced m a set of books, we apprehend 
you can be under no difficulty m sending us copies of them 

103 We have received per Osterley the account of expences of French 
prisoners at your Presidency to November 1763, and a duphcate per Pigot 
continued to February 1764, and have only to remark, that it does not appear 
you have mserted therein, the charges of French prisoners m the Deccan 
expedition , we are at a loss for the reason of such omission, as this charge is 
mserted m a former account dated 31st January 1762 received per Warren 

104 The copies of the accounts kept by the commissioners of restitution 
are come to hand, but we are sorry to observe, that they are so far from answer- 
ing all our inquiries on the subject, that it is hardly possible for us to draw 
from them any clear state of the transaction The claims delivered m appear 
to be very inaccurate (not to mention that there are many duplicates in the 
same book), some have no names of the claimants annexed to them , other 
claims are blended together, and several sums appear to have been allowed 
to persons whose names cannot be discovered as having dehvered in any 
estimates of losses , the estabhshed claims have indeed references to the 
accounts dehvered m by the sufferers, but these last not bemg entered m 
numerical order, it cannot without difficulty be seen what claims were really 
made, and what particular sum was allowed on each respective claim 

105 By your accounts it appears, that upwards of sixty eight thousand 
current rupees have been paid to the European sufferers more than the amount 
of theu estabhshed claims, as set forth m the books received per Royal George 
and Earl of Ashburnham, so that upon the whole, it is still necessary for you 
to send us such a digested state of this transaction as may remove every before- 
mentioned difficulty 

106 We sent you last year copies of the bill filed against the Companv, m 
the Court of Chancery, by the claimants on the Restitution Fund, that you 
might be enabled to judge what was requisite for our further information 
in tins affair, and we refer you to our instructions on the subject m our General 
Letter, from which we make no doubt, but you will be very sensible that die 
materials hitherto sent us, are absolutely insufficient for forming a statement 
with such precision and exactness as are indispensably necessary in matters 
subjected to litigation , therefore if you should not already have foru arded to 
us such a full and exact account as the nature of the case requires, you will not 
fail to do it by die first opportunity 

107. And as the article of commission charged in the restitution account 
is a pomt of the greatest importance m our inquiries and hitherto stands 
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without any explanation we cannot avoid repeating our former direction* 
that you particularly acquaint uj what is meant by reserved commission , to 
whom such commission is due, upon what consideration and what Is the 
amount thereof. 

10S W c cannot avoid taking notice of an error that occur* in your 
General Books endtng April 1759 wherein you have debited Hughley Captors* 
for current rupees 2930S-S-6 instead of Account Deposits which account has 
credit for that sura m your preceding books though this erroneous trans- 
position docs not actually affect your general ball an cc, yet it must necessarily 
occasion confusion os each of those accounts has a wrong ballancc outstanding 
in case therefore such error has not already been discovered you will tale care 
to rectify the same. 


Eighthly concerning the charter 

109 The paper* concerning the cause of Mary de Lots arc before the 
King in Council whose decree therein shall be advised to you 

1 10 Agreeable to our promise last season we now send you by the ship 
Grenville Htsloirc des Trait Js de Paix et Autres Negotiations in 18 Vols. folio 
which being a scarce work are to be carefully preserved amongst jour records. 

Supplement 

111 There being a great demand for raw silk for home consumption 
and we being willing to contribute as far as lays in our power to encourage 
so useful and national a manufacture we would have you if the situation of 
your finances will possibly admit of it comply with the order* In the list of 
investment as nearly as you can, taking care to lade the same in equal proper 
tions in the several ship*. 

112, The friends of Mr Benjamin Randall whom we permitted to conti 
nuc in India as a free merchant and sent indentures accordingly for him in 
1762 in the Tilbury s packet to jour Prcsidencj hare represented tliat he ha* 
not been admitted to the execution of those indentures Wc arc desirous of 
knowing the reason of that omission and direct that you call upon him to 
enter into his covenants if no just cause shall appear to the contrary and that 
the same be thereupon returned to us by the first ship for Europe. 

113 When directions were given to our several Presidencies for employ 
Ing the 11 inchrlsca it was expressly recommended tliat the said ships 
voyages during her detention m India should be so planned as to be con 
slstcnt with the Company s Interest and consequently that her earnings should 
defrav the drmorage at least how our said directions and rccommmdatxm* 
have been disregarded even supposing five II tnchchea was to l>e put on a 
footing with the Godolphw and the several Irregularities which have 
occurred in the course of the proceedings with respect to the said ship will 
appear from the following deduction of facts and the observation* naturally 
resulting therefrom. 

IH If Captain Howe could not have performed the double voyage from 
llomluv to Ilcngal ami back again alio have been employed oti a freight 
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voyage according to the Courts first directions, contained in their letter 
of the 23rd December 1761, so as to he dispatched home by the 11th of February 
1764, the ship ought not to have been detained for a freight voyage, but in 
all events should have been sent to England by the said time, as the charter- 
party with the owners then expired 

115 Instead whereof, upon the Wnichelsea’s arrival at Bengal from 
Bombay, which was on die 7th March 1763, die President and Council let 
her ’out to freight for twenty months from the 1st of April following, that 
is to say, from that time to the 1st December 1764, but not to exceed the 30th 
January 1765 This was carrymg her detention a year beyond die expiration 
of the charterparty as beforementioned 

116 Upon die Wtnchelsea’s arrival at Bombay m the said freight voyage 
on the 18th October 1763, the President and Council there agreed with Captain 
Howe to prolong the freighter’s term from the said 30th January 1765 to the 
30 th April following 

117 Upon her return to Bengal agam which was on the 20th February 
1764, on which day the President and Council received the Court’s letter under 
date of the 13di May 1763, recommending it to them to let Capt Howe have 
the preference of bemg employed another season, provided it comcided with 
the Company’s interest, upon dus recommendation they took upon them to 
agree with Captain Howe to prolong the freighter’s time to the 1 1th of February 
1766 , she was accordingly dispatched from Bengal on the freighter’s account 
about the 17th March 1764 for Bombay and Surat, but was unfortunately lost 
in Bengal River the 20th of the same month 

118 By the contracts between the Governor and Council and the freight- 
ers, it was agreed that die latter should allow the Company after the rate of 
five hundred pounds a month during her detention, to be paid when and where 
the ship should be discharged , reckoning thirty days to the month, the said 
allowance is sixteen pounds thirteen shillings and four pence a day, whereas 
the demorage the Company was by charterparty to allow the owners, was 
twenty pounds three shillings and four pence a day 

119 Upon the Wxnchelsea’s voyage from Bengal to Bombay, it appears 
she called at Fort St George where one thousand bales of the Company’s 
woollen goods were laden, for which the President and Council of Bombay 
paid to Captain Howe for freight, the sum of eight thousand three hundred 
and sixteen rupees , they also advanced him on account of his owners the 
sum of five thousand rupees 

120 And considerable sums of money must have been paid according 
to the custom of India, to the freighters of the Winchelsea, or to Captam Howe 
on their account, by several persons who freighted goods on the said ship 
under them 

121 The observations which naturally occur to us, from the beforegomg 
statement, are 

122 That the Winchelsea’s detention beyond the 11th February 1764, 
was not warranted by our first orders, and the second orders to take them 
m the most extensive sense, could admit of her detention no longer at the 
utmost than to the 11th February 1765 though the President and Council at 
Fort William took upon them, as before observed, to prolong the freighters’ 
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terra to the 1 Ith February 1766 this we look upon au a wilful misconstruction 
of our order*. 

123 The itep the Govemour and Council of Bombay took to prolong 
the freighter* time form 30th January 1765 to 30th April following was 
highly imprudent and injurious a* they could not but well know If the ship 
wa* at that time to be delivered up she must have lain a long time upon 
demorage at the Company • expen cc before she could have been dispatched 
for Europe. 

124 If it had not been for the unfortunate los* of the Wtnchelsea she 
would hare continued in the hands of the freighter* from the 1st of April 1763 
to the 11th February 1766 that is to say about thirty four months, which at 
file hundred pounds a month amounts to seventeen thousand pounds, whereas 
the Company must have paid the owners for that period twenty thousand 
five hundred and seventy pounds the difference being three thousand fire 
hundred and seventy pounds, would have been an apparent loss to the 
Company And ns the President and Coundl well knew the said fire hundred 
pounds a month was inadequate to the demorage it is very surprizing they 
could so readily admit of the absurd reasons urged in the freighters proposals 
entered on Consultanon 23rd March 1763 to induce them to come into such 
a disadvantageous agreement with respect to the Company 

125. Notwithstanding the Company was not to receive any pan of the 
freight until the ship was discharged by the freighters Captain Howe received 
on their account even of the Company for freight of bales earned from 
Fort Sl George to Bombay as before observed rupees 8316 and he also was 
paid by the President and Coundl at the last named place five thousand 
rupees for the use of his ship these two sums arc now a dead loss to the 
Company whereas the first sum in particular instead of being paid to the 
freighter* ought In all reason to hare been carried to account only and here 
wc must observe that according to the general custom of India the freightm 
ought to have paid the Company freights before the ship proceeded on her 
respective voyage but which was totally disregarded in making the contract 

126. The freighters and Captain Howe have had the advantage of the 
vovage from Bengal to Bombay and back and been paid considerable sums 
by the black merchants and others before the ships departure from Bengal 
on the voyage she was unfonunatclv lost in for goods freighted by them for 
Surat upon the whole It is apparent the Captain and freighters have been 
greatly benefited though the Company have actually been sufferers and 
would have been still more so if the ship had continued in the freighter* 
hands to the expiration of the contract. 

127 To what we have said must be added that the detention of the 
II incheUra beyond her chancrparty time will probably be productive of man) 
hngations at law m which the Company mar be involved in many difficulties 
If not !v great sufferer* not to mention the los*c* of ihr owners in urers and 
all other persons who had anr connections with this ship 

123 That the intended long detention of the II tncheltra would have 
rendered her very unfit and in too dangerous a condition to be trusted with 
a valuable cargo on our account for Furope but this was not at all attended 
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to by our President and Council, tho’ so material a circumstance, and well 
deserving their consideration 

129 It appears upon our examination of Captam Howe, that upon the loss 
of his ship, he forthwith proceeded for and got to Calcutta with the pilot the 
25th March and acquamted the Governour and Council m writing with the 
misfortune, and had their orders to take his passage on the Pigot for England , 
notwithstanding he continued there two days, the President and Council did 
not send any information whatever to us on this occasion, nor did President 
Vansittart, though his letter to the Court was dated the said 25th March, this 
was a great omission, and considering the importance of the subject, highly 
culpable , and we are further to add, that the suffering Capt Howe and his 
chief and third mates to leave Calcutta before a thorough examination was 
made into the loss of the ship, was extremely irregular 

130 Whenever any Europe ships are let to freight in India, you must 
cause a copy of the agreement with die freighters to be entered upon Consulta- 
tion, which you have omitted in the instances of the Godolphin and 
Wmchelsea 

131 We have been thus particular upon the several transactions with 
respect to the Wmchelsea, not only to point out the irregularities and inatten- 
tions to the Company’s mterest m the course thereof, but with a view to lay 
them open for the particular information of all future Presidents and Councils, 
that they may m all instances of employing our ships m India pursue such 
measures as shall be conducive to the real mterest of the Company 

132 Smce writing the former part of this letter the ship Albion has been 
unfortunately lost m her way to the Downes , nothing of consequence could 
be saved except forty six of die forty seven chests of the Company’s treasure 
on board and several parcels of silver belonging to private persons 

133 Of the said forty six chests of treasure, twenty chests were put on 
board the Ankerwyke and thirteen on each of the ships Thames and Grosvenor , 
which were, as before, consigned to China 

134 We have ordered these ships the Speke, Grenville, Pacifick and 
Ponsborne to call first at Fort St George principally with a view of giving 
that Presidency an opportunity of landing such of the recruits as their 
exigencies may require , but whether they do so or not, the ships are ordered 
to be forwarded to you with all possible dispatch 

135 We send only about a tenth part of the tent cloth you have mdented 
for , this is the first time you have desired it, and we can not suppose but 
country cloth may be made to answer the same purposes 

136 Thirty barrels of gunpowder bought of a new merchant is sent on 

the ship [ ] , you are therefore to give us an account of the quality, and 

whether it proves as good as that we have hitherto sent 

137 The friends of Captam Thomas Fenwicke havmg applied to us for 
leave for his coming to England to see his family, and afterwards to return to 
Bengal agam, we have consented thereto, and you are to permit him to come 
to England accordingly upon furlow 

138 The friends of the late Mr Gideon Ferrand, a writer on your estab- 
lishment havmg represented to us, that upon his death in October 1761, 
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Mr Joseph Pouchon administered to his estate, bat has not to this time 
accounted for the produce thereof to the legal representative here it is there 
fore recommended to you to call upon him for and acquaint us with the 
reasons for such his delay 

139 "i ou were informed in our letter of the 23rd December 1761 that 
the gunpowder barrels would in future be hooped with copper and that the 
hoops were to be sold as merchandize this measure is soil continued you 
must therefore direct the copper hoops on the powder barrels to be a separate 
head in the Storekeeper s books, and whenever any Europe gunpowder is sold 
the hoops to be charged in an additional article, according to the price of 
copper but at the same time we hope jou will not be under the necessity of 
disposing of any of the Europe powder to any one whatever as it is very 
inconvenient to us to send it abroad in such large quantities as our several 
settlements require. 

140 As we find your indents very incorrect in several instances we direct 
that m future when the indents arc drawn out, you do observe to have the 
account of remains laid before you from whence you will be enabled to judge 
what quantity of each article, you may have occasion for and the several 
articles must stand m the indents m the very same order they do in the 
account of remains. 

14 1 A pro vet is sent for proving the powder made at your Presidency 
the quantity of powder to be proved therein at one time is two drachms 
avmrdupoisc, which must be weighed with great exactness and for this pur 
pose a small pair of scales with weights arc sent. Two bottle* of proved 
gunpowder arc likewise sent m order to determine the standard of the powder 
made with you and if this last raises the pro vet to the same height ns the 
samples of powder beforemenuoned it may then be pronounced to be of 
sufficient strength. 

HZ To what we have mentioned in the i"th paragraph relating to 
the loss of the If inchelsea and the neglect of having annual surveys of the 
River made we add that the utmost attention be paid to the orders ami 
regulations laid down in our General Letters of the 2nd February 1737/8 and 
the 3rd March 1758 for the conduct and management in marine affairs and 
as we observe it is mentioned In your minutes of Consultations that the 
book of standing orders lay* always before vou frequent recourse must be 
liacl thereto especially with respect to the safet) of the navigation in your 
River on which the Cdmpanv t interest as also that of the individuals so 
much depends. 

143 Since the peace the slaving trade to the coast of Africa having 
grcatlr Increased in course the demand for goods proper for iliac market Is 
verv large and as we arc desirous of contributing as far as lavs In our power 
to the encouragement of a trade on which the well being of the British plants 
tjont In the West Indies so much depends and considering the same therefore 
in a national view we have made some additions and amendments to the list 
of good* to be proridrd at rour Presidency in assistance to the said trade all 
which are comprised in the on let* for the investment now sent you and we 
expect and ponn*elr direct tliat you conform as nearly as you pos Iblr can m 
the whole Im but particularly with respect to the articles for the African trade 
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144 Although we have given repeated orders for )our sending accounts 
of the increase or decrease of the several articles ordered in our lists of invest- 
ments and the reasons for the same, we have only received by the ship Pigot 
such accounts for the Calcutta and Dacca goods which indeed are drawn out 
in a manner agreeable to our orders , we therefore positively direct that the 
investments made not only at the Presidency but at every subordinate settle- 
ment be drawn out upon the same plan and transmitted to us annually m 
duplicate at least, and we further direct that the said accounts be carefully 
inspected and examined into, by and at your Board and then signed by the 
President and all the members present 

145 The animadversions made m the course of this letter upon the 
several transactions at your setdement are addressed as usual to the President 
and Council , however they are not to be understood to affect any persons 
who were not members at the time of such transactions, any otherwise than 
as cautions and directions for their conducting the Company’s affairs m future 

We are, 

Your Loving Friends, 

Thos Rous / Hy Crabb Boulton / Cha 
Cutts / Geo Dudley / Hen Hadley / 
Fredk Pigou / Christr Baron / J Pur- 
ling / G Rooke / Robt Burrow / Peter 
DuCane Junr / Charles Chambers / 
William Snell / Wm Webber / John 
Roberts / George Cuming / John 
Harrison 


London, 

15th February 1765 
[Per Speke] 
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LETTER DATED 26 APRIL 1765 

Apprehend progress hy Indians in the art of -war — condemn conduct of 
Company’s servants in Bengal — clarify the position regarding inland trade in 
salt, betel-nut and tobacco — criticise reported agreement with Mir Jafar 
regarding donation money without their consent and order rendering of full 
accounts 

Our President and Council at Fort William m Bengal 

1 Our last letter to you bearing date die 15th February last, was sent 
by the ships, Speke, Grenville, Pacifick and Ponsborne , for the times of those 
ships’ departure, as well as of the ships Royal Charlotte, Clive, True Briton, 
Fox and Hardwicke since dispatched, you are referred to die list enclosed in 
dns packet 

2 You will recene dus by the Falmouth, Captain George Hepburn, 
taken up for the purpose of carrying three hundred recruits to your Presidency, 
as we have particularly noticed m our abovementioned letter Hov far ve may 
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be able to compleat that number will appear by the list enclosed herewith as 
will the officers who proceed with them. 

3 Our main design in employing the Falmouth being to convey the said 
recruits to your Presidency there are but few consignments in her for the 
Company s account for the particulars whereof you are referred to the invoice 
and bill of lading 

4 Having m our said letter of the 15th February last given you very 
particular directions with respect to this ship we have nothing further to add 
thereto than that you will receive in the packet her chart erparty copy of 
Captain Hepburn s instructions, copy of the amount of freight and dcraorage 
together with all other necessary articles and papers. 

5. The gendemen appointed to be the Secret Committee during the 
present direction arc Henry Crabb Boulton Esquire, Chairman of the Court 
George Dudley Esquire, Deputy together with Charles Cutts Robert Jones 
Thomas Rouj and Henry Savage Esquires. The power of this Committee is to 
talc such precautions as tho shall judge ncccssar) for the safety of the 
Company s outward and homeward bound shipping The orders there fore, 
that they or any three of them shall give for this purpose, arc to be obeyed 
bv the President and any other person or persons to whom they are directed. 

6. A brass three pounder field piece with a carnage of a new construction 
is now sent you by way of trial You are to report to us whether it proves 
of superior utility to those you have now in use of the same nature and If 
these last can be mounted on such new invented carnages. It is to be 
observed that the said new three pounder gun is lighter than usual and there 
fore twelve ounces of powder is the charge for service, lou must also inform 
us ff you think it will answer to mount six and twelve pounder field pieces on 
the same son of carnage*. 

7 As the prove t for proving gunpowder mentioned in our letter of the 
15th February hut could not be sent by the Ponsbome as was intended it is 
now forwarded to you on the Falmouth 

8 If the supra cargoes of the Royal Charlotte shall be under the necessity 
of taking up money at Mocha on our account to assist them in purdiasing 
the coffee cargo for that ship and shall draw bills upon you for that purpose 
you are duly to honour them 

9 It is reported tliac the French Company have been fitting out at port 
L Orient seven ships for the East Indies and China and likewise a frigate of 
war some of which arc said to lie already sailed ou must therefore In addi 
lion to the intelligence directed to be sent in our letter of the 15ih February last 
transmit us an exact account of the number of French ships their force and 
cargoes, which shall arrive at and depart from even port In India that may 
come within your knowledge 

10 On the 23rd March the Duke of Athens arrived in the I>»wnes from 
the Presidency of Fort St George. Hr her we received your General letter 
of the 27th ^cptrml>cr 17M upon the contents whereof we base only time to 
make some general observations by thi* conveyance 

M Uc cannot a»md remarking tliat in the destination of our shipping 
you seem to have m rr rated the numlxr ft» !>c sent home from thr IVtmltay 
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side, and at the same time, it is matter of concern to see only three ships 
were mtended to be loaden home from your Presidency, wheie we think one 
or two more might have been provided with cargoes, especially when so large 
an investment of saltpetre was expected 

12 With particular satisfaction we see so proper an attention was paid 
to that important branch of our affairs the China trade, by setting apart 
ten lacks of rupees out of our revenues to be sent thither, on a ship or ships to 
proceed by the Pitt’s Passage, which you judged might reach Canton m 
February , and although tins supply might not arrive there m time to be of 
any service that season, yet your sending the Plassey schooner to give early 
advice thereof, was a well judged measure for the support of the Company’s 
credit 

13 As we must expect our several Presidencies will annually give their 
utmost assistance to die China trade, we shall accordingly depend upon a 
continuance of your care and attention to this great object 

14 Your saltpetre investment we observe with pleasure was likely to turn 
out very well, and that you had therefore determined to supply Fort St George 
with ten thousand and Bombay with thirty thousand maunds These large 
supplies we hope will have considerably promoted the dispatch of the ships 
mtended to be loaden home from diose Presidencies 

15 In your narrative of the operations of the campaign, we observe our 
army under Major Carnac was m a very critical situation when it was attacked 
by Shujah Dowla’s numerous forces, and with singular pleasure we learn that 
our troops gave the enemy so brave a repulse, that they soon after retreated 
into the Budgpore country Although you apprehend the motive of Shuja 
Dowla’s retreat thither was to secure a commumcation with his own dominions 
durmg the rams, after which you expected his return, yet we hope the great 
preparations you were making to oppose him, will have made him change 
such an intention Major Munro 1 upon coming to Bengal, we observe, took 
the command of the army and wag preparing to take the field as soon as the 
season would permit, intending if no treaty was concluded with Shujah Dowlah, 
to act offensively and bring him to an action as soon as possible From the 
short accounts we have of those operations, we incline to approve Major 
Carnac’s conduct m acting on the defensive, the small number of European 
troops, the mutinous disposition of the seapoys, and the little reliance to be 
had on them or the Nabob’s horse, were circumstances of so alarming a 
nature, that we do not wonder the Major should have declined put tin g the 
whole on the issue of a battle against an enemy, that appears far more formid- 
able than any country power we have ever been engaged against, and indeed 
we think the fate of the provinces should never be exposed to the issue of a 
batde without the most absolute necessity We hope therefore that the 
plan adopted by Major Monro will have been pursued with the utmost precau- 
tion and attention to all circumstances, and as we place the greatest confidence 
in Lord Chve’s abilities and zeal for the Company’s service, we hope that long 
before this he has put a happy conclusion to these troubles 

16 With great concern we learn that your seapoys sensible of their 
own strength and numbers, had mutinied several times, and proceeded to very 
extraordinary lengths but we hope the spirit exerted by Major Monro m the 



96 


LETtER FROM COURT 1 


last instance and his making proper example* of the nng leaden will have 
effectually put a stop to *uch disorder*. 

17 And it is with equal concern wc observe you had resolved to raise 
two thousand country hone at Patna m order to prevent such distresses aj 
our army had lately experienced from being exposed to the numerous cavalry 
of the enemy A» you represent this measure was absolutely necessary we 
hope it will have answered jour intentions especially as tills corps was to be 
under the conduct of European officers. The progress that the native* make 
in the knowledge of the art of war both in Bengal and on the Coast of 
Choromandel is become a very alarming circumstance and we are not without 
our apprehension* of the consequences of your teaching them our cavalry 
cxerase. Wc hope therefore you will have only made it a temporary expedient 
and either disband these troops, or (if they arc to remain m the Nabob s 
service) recall the officers from the command as soon as the war with Shujah 
Dow la is at an end or use such precautions as may best prevent the dangers 
wc think likely to result from such an innovation, and wc here think it proper 
to caution you against letting any European officers or soldiers enter into the 
service of the country government, and that you discourage as far as in your 
power ail military Improvements among them. 

18. This additional charge being chiefly occasioned by the uselessness of 
the Nabobs horse and as jou hereby took the entire defence of the provinces 
upon the Company and relieved him from the greatest part of his military 
cxpcncc you did very right in procuring assignments from him to support 
this increase of expence. 

19 As the province of Bahar is the frontier from which you arc roost 
exposed to invasions wc would recommend it to your mature consideration 
whether it would not be a nght measure to propose to the Nabob to erect a 
fortification to the northwest of Patna in sucli a situation as to check the 
Boujcpore rajahs and Large enough to admit a garrison capable of repelling 
any sudden invasion until the army could march to their support It appears 
to us as far a* wc can judge from the accounts that wc have received from you 
of your military operations, that such a measure would contribute greatly to 
the preservation of the provinces. If you «hould think it prudent to make 
such a proposition to the Nabob and he approve* thereof it must be upon 
no other terras than to be erected at his charge, and garrisoned by our troops 
onlv which would further answer the end of securing his dependency anil 
would also be a means of preserving our Europeans b) having a considerable 
number of them quartered in a climate so far superior to that of Calcutta 
in the healtlnne*J of it* situation 

20 Wc arc extremely anxious for the arrival of Iytrd Clive and the 
gentlemen who accompanied him as they lave been so lately In England 
they are the best judges of the opinion the Company and the nation entertain 
of the conduct of the English In Bengal foe these last four years which **e 
are sorrr to say is in general that they lave been guilty of violating treaties of 
great oppression and a combination to enrich thrmselvr* 

21 \\ c do not here mean to enter into a di tusilon respecting tlw political 

conduct of our late Oovcrnour and Council hut muvi say tlat an unbounded 
limit after riche* seems to have the whole l**lv of our servants to 
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that degree that they have lost all sight of justice to the country government, 
and of their duty to the Company 

22 In reading the opmions of the several members of the late Council 
respecting this illegal trade, by which we mean the articles of salt, beede nut, 
and tobacco, we are astonished to find those among them who pretended to 
found their right on the phirmaunds 2 

23 Treaties of commerce are understood to be for the mutual benefit 
of the contracting parties , is it then possible to suppose that the Court of 
Delhi, by conferring the privdege of trading free of customs, could mean an 
mland trade m the commodities of their own country, at that period unpractis- 
ed and unthought of by the Enghsh, to the detriment of their revenues, and 
the rum of their own merchants? We do not find such a construction was 
ever heard of until our own servants first mvented it, and afterwards supported 
it by violence , neither could it be claimed by the subsequent treaties with 
Meer Jaffier, or Cossun Ally which were never understood to give one addi- 
tional privilege of trade beyond what the phirmaunds expressed In short, 
the specious arguments used by those who pretended to set up a right to 
it, convince us that they did not want judgment by virtue to withstand 
the temptation of suddenly amassmg a great fortune, although acquired 
by means incompatible with the peace of the country, and their duty to the 
Company 

24 Equally blameable were they, who acknowledging they had no right 
to it, and sensible of the ill consequences resulting from assuming it, have 
nevertheless carried on this trade and used the authority of the Company to 
obtam by a treaty exacted by violence, a sanction for a trade to enrich them- 
selves without the least regard or advantage to the Company whose forces they 
employed to protect them m it 

25 Had this short question been put, which their duty ought first to have 
suggested, is it for the mterest of our employers?, they would not have 
hesitated one moment about it , but this criterion seems never once to have 
occurred 

26 All barriers bemg thus broken down between the Enghsh and the 
country government, and everything out of its proper channel, we are at a 
loss how to prescribe means to restore order from this confusion, and bemg 
deprived of that confidence which we hoped we might have placed m those 
servants who appear to have been the actors m those strange scenes, we can only 
say, that we rely on the zeal and abilities of Lord Chve and the gentlemen of 
the Select Committee to remedy these evils We hope they will restore our 
reputation among the country powers and convmce them of our abhorrence 
of oppression and rapaciousness 

27 It is currendy reported here that letters are received by the Duke of 
Albany which make mention of an agreement between the Nabob Meer Jaffier 
and our late Governour and Council since the treaty 3 concluded with him on 
the 10th July 1763, by which it is stipulated that the present Nabob shall pay 
over and above the thirty lacks for the Company mentioned in that treaty, 
forty lacks by way of restitution to make good the losses of private persons, 
besides twenty five lacks to the army, and twelve lacks to the navy, not named 
m that treaty, making together the enormous sum of one hundred and seven 
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lacks of rupees which is above one milhon three hundred thouiand pounds 
sterling 

23, It is a very extraordina r y circumstance that there is no mention made 
in any of the letters from our late Govern our and Council of what sura was to 
be given by the Nabob to ma k e good the private losses, although in their 
letter of the 27th of September 1764 they say they have regulated the payment 
of the restitution to the merchants, which implies the bong m possession of 
a fund for that purpose but wc must suppose if the reports as to the sums 
stipulated to be given for this use, and also by way of donation to the array 
and navy are true that they purposely omitted to acquaint us of the particular 
amount from an apprehension that wc could never approve of an agreement 
with the Nabob of this consequence, and for such excessive large sums of 
money without advising us thereof and giving us very good reasons for a 
proceeding which so nearly aJTccts the honour and interest of the Company 
Indeed when we consider the present state of the country involved for years 
past in continual wars and drained of its riches and the blood of its inhabitants 
it is impossible for us to suppose our own servants capable of adding so grcatlv 
to its miseries, by compelling or even persuading the Nabob to pay such 
exorbitant sums of money and at a time when by all accounts he is himself 
in the greatest distress. Be this as it may we do expect and require from you 
a particular account of every sura received from the Nabob by way of donation 
or under any other denomination by any and each of our servants, civil and 
military whether by agreement In writing or otherwise id what manner it was 
obtained and for what services and that you immediately transmit to us copies 
of all such agreements and the particular account of losses given In by each 
individual together with what proportion has been already paid and we pod 
tivciy forbid any further payment till you receive our further orders. 

29 Wc do require from you and wc have a right so to do a just and 
precise account of this whole extraordinary transaction the honour and 
reputation of the Company and cien of the notion are at state and when these 
particulars if true come to be known they require the fullest and most explicit 
explanation and justification we who arc at present totally uninformed from 
any authentic accounts can only express onr astonishment to hear that such 
things hare been as we cannot suggest to ourselves upon what principles the 
present Nabob could be expected persuaded or required to make good the 
josses sustained by Individuals in carrying on to their great imputation and the 
prejudice of the Company they served a most illicit and unwarrantable 
ahhojgh to them a most lucrative trade in the articles of salt beetle nut and 
tobacco and wc are as much at a loss to comprehend how the services rendered 
to the new Nabob could deserve so exorbitant a consideration to lie given to 
those who were only doing their duty in the service of their King and country 
and of this Company 

30 Wc hare heard such Instances of the want of subordination among 
our servants that wc shall never think you are senmislr Inclined to Introduce 
good order among them until you hare made some example* of the most 
violent and refractory of them by dumivung them our service upon ju*c 
complaints and sending them ro Europe and we also dura that as soon as 
accommodation* can be provided for the junior servants In the New Fort 
that you do no longer make them an allowance of house rent and we further 
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direct that it be a standing order and stiictly adhered to, that no writer on 
die establishment of Fort William be permitted to reside out of the Fort 
without the express hcencc of die Governour and Council 

31 We have paid all possible attention to your pressmg requests for 
recruits for the military, by sending as many as could be conveyed on the ships 
bound to your Presidency and taking up dns ship die Falmouth solely for that 
purpose And you may depend that we shall continue to exert our utmost 
endeavours to supply you m future, it being our firm intention to keep up 
your establishment as settled m our letters of the 30di of December 1763 and 
1st of June 1764 But as we may be disappointed dirough the want of room in 
our shipping, and we send this season very large supplies to Fort St George, 
you must dierefore upon any emergency apply for assistance to that Presidency 
and Bombay, whom we have repeatedly directed to give you the utmost aid 
upon such occasions 

32 And as we find it necessary to send out proper officers to discipline 
the recruits m die voyage, and have and shall continue to send such young 
gendemen as may offer to serve as cadets, we dunk you will not be at a loss 
for officers to complete the several battalions upon your establishment 

33 By the ships of this season we have and shall send you as great a 
number of small anus as w r e could get made, and we shall pay a due regard 
to your representations upon this pomt m future 

34 As during the course of the late war we apprehend that expences 
may have been incurred in your hospitals by His Majesty’s troops, we are at 
a loss for the reason of our not having received any account diereof By this 
means when we should state a full and complete account of all such expences 
at our several Presidencies with such authentications as might entitle us to a 
reimbursement for the same, we cannot even form a judgment whether we 
have any claim for expences in your hospitals Therefore (if such should have 
been incurred), you must not fail to transmit us by die first conveyance a 
distinct and regular account thereof, distinguishing each respective regiment, 
and expressmg what sums may have been received from the Paymaster of the 
regiments out of the men’s pay 

35 At die same time you must furnish us with accounts of all stores that 
have been supplied His Majesty’s troops and squadrons and if it should now 
be too late for you to get these several expences or supplies of stores properly 
certified, you will at least take care that the accounts you shall send may 
receive all the authenticity m your power, giving us also every information 
that may found a demand for reimbursement 

36 If you shall be in want of more surgeons to complete your establishment 
than we have already appointed to succeed on vacancies by our former orders, 
you are to take into our service the surgeons mates of the Falmouth, provided 
they are discharged from the ship and have certificates of their good behaviour 
from the captain 

37 We have taken into consideration the dispute between Captain 
Vincent and his Chief Mate, Mr White, and upon examination we find that 
affair to have been m every circumstance nearly the same as you have repre- 
sented to us, and although Captain Vincent’s conduct and management at 
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Ben cooler was highly meritorious and deserving the mark of favour we hare 
conferred upon him for that piece of service, yet in respect to his unkind treat 
ment of his said chief officer Mr White and his very indecent and disrespectful 
behaviour to you whose authority over him ana his officers he seemed to 
condemn and dispute, wc have judged it expedient to give him a very severe 
reprimand in order to deter other commander* from acting in so unbecoming 
a manner and you may rest assured that we shall always countenance and 
support you in maintaining our authority and your own dignity whenever 
matter* of this kind come under your cognizance- Mr White docs not complain 
of any ill treatment during the passage home. You did well to warn Captain 
Vincent against it, and had he disregarded your injunctions, we should certainly 
have resented it in a proper manner 

Wc are 

Your Loving Friends 
Hy Crabb Boulton / Geo. Dudley / 
Choj Cutt# / Hobt Jones / J Purling / 
Fredk. Pigou / Hcny Savage / E. H. 
Cm t ten den /Thos. Rous /Luke Scrnf 
ton/F W Barrington / Jos. du Pn£ / 
John Stephenson / Thos. Saunders / 
Edvvd. Whelcr / George Cuming /Hen 
Hadley / John Roberts / Charles Cham 
bers / J Pardoc / J Creswicke / John 
Harrison. 


London 

26th April 1765 
*er Falmouth and Harcourt\ 
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LETTER DATED 26 APRIL 1765 

Express anxiety at the continued tear with Shujaud Daulah and Mir 
Qasim — recommend early conclusion of peace — affirm support to Circe in all 
his proposals 

R.IGHT HonTde Robert Lord Clive. 


Wc liavc with the greatest plcaiurc received the news of kour I^irddtips 
amral in good health at the Cape of Good Hope and although your funage 
to that place was not so expeditious ai we could havr wbhed 
wc "i™!* proved more favourable In the latter 

part of vour vovage and tliat thi« letter will find ^mir 
Lorddilp In health and safety at Fort William 

Our advices from Bengal In a Separate letter of the 27th Septcm!** t*‘f 
make u* an\mu* for the i*»ue of the war agalnu Shuja Droja and O” 1m 
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Aly Cawn We hope the expectation of Your Lordship’s arrival will have had 
a happy influence on our affairs by hastening the conclusion of that expensive 
war and leaving you at full leisure to attend to the establishment of a firm and 
lasting peace, to the regulation of the trade m salt, beetle nut, tobacco and 
other articles, that it may be adjusted on such a plan to the satisfaction and 
with the concurrence of the Nabob as may redound to the honour of the 
Company and effectually prevent the confusion and oppression that have 
sprung from the abuses practised m it of late years, to the reduction of our 
enormous military expences, to the establishment of good order among our 
civil servants, discipline m our army, and harmony m the settlement These 
my Lord are our sanguine expectations founded on the experience of your 
great abilities and zeal for the Company’s service in which we have the fullest 
confidence and we must beg leave to add our opinion that success in these 
great pomts will redound as much to Your Lordship’s reputation as any of the 
great actions by which you have already been distinguished 

Your Lordship may be assured of our firm support in everything, that can 
be suggested or proposed for the prosperity of the Company and your own 

We are, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s Loving Friends, 

Hy Crabb Boulton / Geo Dudley / 
Chas Cutts / Rob Jones / J Purling / 
Fredk Pigou / Heny Savage /EH 
Cruttenden / Thos Rous / Luke Scraf- 
ton / F W Barrington / Jos du Pr6 / 
John Stephenson / Thos Saunders / 
Edwd Wheler / George Cuming / Hen 
Hadley / John Roberts / Charles Cham- 
bers / J Pardoe / J Creswicke / John 
Harrison 


honour 


London, 

26th April, 1765 

[Per Falmouth and Harcourt ] 
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LETTER DATED 13 DECEMBER 1765 

Composition of the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors — fortifica- 
tions at St Helena — clandestine trade earned on by commanders and officers 
of the Company’s ships — enjoin stnet care m obtaining information of all 
private trade 

Our President and Council at Fort William m Bengal 

1 The last letter we sent you was under date of the 26th April last, 
and was dispatched by the Falmouth, consigned directly to 50U, and the 
Harcourt carried duplicate by way of Bombay, and by the Britannia you will 
rcccn e the triplicate of that letter. 
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2. We have the pleasure of informing you that unce the date of our 
said Jertcr the following named ships hare safely am red from our sereral 
settlements in India and from China vtzt , the Anson from Bombay and 
Boscaxen from Bengal on the 20th of May the Lord Cine from China and the 
Devonshire from Bengal on the 12th and 14th of June, the Pocock Latham 
Northumberland and Norfolk from China also the Lord Mansfield from 
Bombay between the 1st and 9th of July the Lord Holland and British King 
both from China the first put in at Kinsalc in Ireland on the 30th of Jul) 
and the other at Lisbon the 14th of the same month from whence they did 
not arrive in the Downes until t nzt the Lord Holland the 27th August and the 
British bang on the 29th September the Worcester from China came directly 
to the Downes the 6th of August, the V ansi t tart from Bengal reached Falmouth 
the 29th of August the Pitt from China and Bencoolen amred in the Downes 
the 6th of October the Earl of Lincoln from China imported at Plymouth the 
same day also the Valentine from that place in the Downes the 11th October 
the Caernarvon from Bengal and Fort Sl George at Spithead the same day 
the London from Bombay and Telli cherry in the Downes the 26th of the same 
month and the Calcutta from Bombay at the same place the 6th November 

3 Besides the said ships belonging to the Company the following King s 
ships have arrived from the East Indies mat the Weymouth at Kinsale on die 
10th June the Panther the 12th of the same month at Spithead the Medtcay 
at Spithead the 27th of July and the York at Plymouth on the 9th of August, 

4 For any further particulars widi respect to the arrival and departure 
of shipping you arc referred to the accompanying lists which are sent in the 
usual manner 

5 The several letters from yoirr Presidency in the course of this season 
came to hand by the undermentioned conveyances vut duplicate Separate 
Ccnenl Letter dated the 6th November 1764 General Letter and Separate Letter 
both dated the 26th of that month General Letter dated the 3rd December and 
from President Vonsittart of the 26th November 1761 received per Devonshire 
the 15th June 1765 Separate General Letter of the 3rd January 1765 and 
General and Separate Letter of the 6th February following also from Pres! 
dent Spencer of the said 6th February received per 1 ansittart the 9th 
Sept«*mber 1765 

6, We row proceed to give you such general informations and directions 
as arc necessary for your Immediate notice and conduct and sliall communicate 
our further sentiments upon die affairs of your Presidency by the following 
conveyances. 

7 The gentlemen who compose die Secret Committee for the present 
direction arc Henry Crabb Boulton Fsqr Chairman of the Court George 
Dudlev Fvp Dcput) Charles Cum Robert Jones Thomas Rous and Henry 
Savage rwp% Their power is to tale the necessary precautions for the safety 
of our outward and homeward bound ships the orders therefore they or any 
three of diem shall give for this purpose arc to be obeyed by onr person or 
persons to whom they arc directed 

ft We have talen up the undemamed 22 ships this season for the sereral 
prrts of India and China each of them being let for 499 tons wilh mm and 
guns answerable ther are twenty shillings a ton freight lower than the ships 
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of last season, and demorage in proportion , with respect to all other terms 
and conditions, they are the same as the preceding year, but for a more 
explicit information you are referred to their charterparties , the said ships, 
their commanders, consignments and the times proposed for their dispatch are 
as follows mzt , 


Ships 

Plassey 

Prince of Wales 
Earl of 

Ashburnham 

Neptune 

Glatton 


Lioness 
Hampshire 
Duke of Kingston 
Britannia 

Deptford 
Duke of 
Cumberland 
Havannah 
Hawke 
Cruttenden 

Lord Camden 
Pi got 

Speaker 

Nottingham 
Duke of Albany 
Anson 

Devonshire 

Osterley 


1 Commanders 

William Peters 1 
Jonathan Court / 

Thomas Pearce 
Gabriel Steward 
Richard Doveton 


William Larkins 
John Smith 
Richard Morrison 
Thomas Bates 
Rous 

William Tryon \ 
Alphonsus Glover l 

Thomas Madge l 
John Cotton j 
John Bowland 

Nathaniel Smith 
George 
Richardson 

James Dewar 

Thomas Howe \ 
James Haldane 
Edward Lord 
Chick 

William Mercer ' 
Frederick Vincent 


Consignments 

St Helena and 
China 


l Fort St George 
( and China 


Madeira and 
Coast and Bay 

China directly 

Bencoolen and 
China 

Madeira and 
Coast and Bay . 

Coast and Bay 

Island Thenenffe 
and Coast and 
Bay 

Madeira and 
Bombay 

Bombay 


do and China J 


Proposed times 
of dispatch 

dispatched 
j under dispatch 

| end of December 
under dispatch 

end of December 

middle January 


beginning 

February 


beginning 

March 


9 Agreeable to our annual custom, we have destined a ship for Bombay 
and China and the ship fixed upon for this purpose is the Osterley, Capt 
Frederick Vincent , she is to be employed m India m the most advantageous 
and profitable manner for the Company until early in the year 1767, when 
she is to be dispatched from the Coast of Malabar for Canton, with a cargo to 
die amount of forty diousand pounds sterling to be returned from thence to 
England In case the Osterley shall by any unforeseen accidents, be prevented 
from proceeding the said voyage, the President and Council of Bomaby will 
be directed to send some odier ship in her room* \\hatc\cr assistance may be 
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necessary on your part for the success of the cud voyage, you are to afford it 
in the most effectual manner whenever our said President and Council apply 
to you and even without mch apphcation if you have reason to thin! it may 
be wanted 

10 By the beforegoing destination of our shipping it is to be observed 
that only four of the said ships are consigned to the Coast and Bay with a 
view of being returned from India the same season and five to Bombay for 
the same purpose, but as we are m hopes and indeed have little reason to 
doubt our Presidencies of Fort William and Fort Sr George will be able to 
give full loadings for more than four ships, and on the other hand that the 
President and Council of Bombay cannot provide returning cargoes for the 
said five ships, you are therefore to tale the earliest opportunities of mutually 
with our other Presidencies fixing upon a plan for the return of our several 
ships and m consequence thereof, that such of those for Bombay may be 
forwarded to you and Fort St George without loss of time, as may be necessary 
to bring to England your respective investments. 

11 It is proper to give you this further notice that as the demand for 
woollen goods at our Presidency of Bombay continues to be so considerable 
wc propose yearly unless you arc advised to the contrary to consign six 
ships thither one of which will as usual be directed to proceed to China to 
be laden home m the proper season from thence and one every other year 
from Mocha so that of the six ships taken up this year for Bombay you will 
observe five arc to be returned home the same season from thence or else 
where (with the assistance of our other Presidencies) but the following Year 
there will be only four to be returned as there will then be a ship destined 
for Mocha 

12. As our China Council should ha\c every intelligence that may be 
necessary for their information with respect to the ships which are to be under 
dtetr mjnagemcrtr you xre therefore to observe if at a standing rule whenever 
any ships arc dispatched from Bengal to China, to acquaint the commanders 
that it is our order the) take all opportunities of writing to them in their 
\ojagc to China during their stay there and even afterwards if any thing 
material occurs. 

13 As It Is very difficult for us to supply our Govemour and Council 
at St. Helena with a sufficient quantity of salt provisions for the use of the 
gammon and inhabitants and every demand for them by our shipping which 
call there will greatly distress them you are to give notice to the commanders 
of our homeward bound shipping from time to time to stock their ship* with 
as much as lliey mav want for the voyage home ami you arc further to 
acquaint them that if they have any to spare it will be very agreeable to us 
to make an offer of the same on the Company s account to our said Govemour 
and Council. 

M Notwithstanding the commanders of our ship* arc by the covenant* 
in charterparty and the directions in their respective instructions strictly 
enjoined and directed in their homeward bound voyage not to touch at any 
port whatsoever short of the Downes, except In cases of unavoidable danger 
or by particular direction* yet thev have In this respect of late taken scry 
great *nd unwarrantable liberties under various pretences with a view only 
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as wc arc well satisfied, to run their goods, and thereby defraud the King and 
the Company of their duties , as we are determined to put a stop to this grow- 
ing cul, a strict enquiry has been and will be continued to be made into the 
reasons of the several commanders putting into any ports short of the Downes , 
and seieral of diem arrived dns season, are now actually under our censure, 
and m particular, Capt Mitford of the Northumberland and his four first 
officers, are suspended the Company’s service, for not giving satisfactory reasons 
for putting into Plymoudi , and Capt Pigou of die British King, and his three 
first officers, are dismissed the service for disposing of large quantities of their 
private trade at Lisbon, where the said ship touched to have the mam mast 
repaired, which aldiough in her situation it appears to have been a necessary 
measure, it could by no means warrant their illegal proceedings, with respect 
to their private trade 

15 We have thought it proper to give you the beforegomg notices, that 
you may signify die same to the commanders of all our homeward bound 
ships, that they may have no pretence whatsoever for deviating from their 
charterparties and instructions in the beforementioned particulars 

16 When we recommended the ships bound to and from China to proceed 
to Pitt’s Passage, it was in a time of war with France, and we had m view 
therefore dieir better security from the enemy’s cruizers, and that such ships 
which through the unavoidable necessity of those times, could not be dispatch- 
ed in the proper seasons for making their passages in the usual track, might 
have some chance of succeeding in die odier , but as neither of these cases are 
now subsisting, and finding by experience the Pitt’s Passage is very hazardous, 
and that m general our ships from one accident or odier have had their 
voyages greatly prolonged diereby, you are therefore in future to direct the 
commanders of any ships that may proceed from Bengal, to go m the usual 
track, and if any ships arrive at Bengal, too late for, or are by any accident 
prevented being dispatched the same season, we had much rather they should 
be detained until the following one, dian be ordered to Pitt’s Track, unless in 
very extraordinary cases, but then you are without fail to send them away as 
early as possible , we give similar orders to our other Presidencies with respect 
to the ships which may be forwarded from thence to Canton, as we also do to 
our supra cargoes for their guidance in dispatching the ships from China 

17 The following named gentlemen are our Council of Supra Cargoes for 
managmg the Company’s affairs in China the ensuing season vizt , Messrs 
Thomas Fitzhugh, Henry Revell, Hillary Tornano, Nathaniel Garland, 
William Mackenzie, Stephen Devisme, Francis Wood, Benjamin Torin, 
Thomas Smith, Robert John Harrison, William Rous and Thomas Bevan 

18 Messrs Revell, Tornano, Wood, Torin and Harrison take their passage 
in the two ships bound directly to China, all the others are now there in 
pursuance of our orders last season 

19 The several ships which are to be under the management of the said 
Council are the Fox or any other ship which shall be sent from Bombay to 
Canton in her stead m the year 1766, agreeable to our advices last season, and 
if one of the ships of last season consigned to the President and Council of 
Bombay, was likely to remain on their hands for want of a cargo home from 
thence, or any of our Presidencies, or could not be employed m such a manner 
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until the following season to a to earn her full demorage at lean such ship 
also was directed to be sent to Canton, and the Harcourt was recommended 
ror this service- The other ships which arc to be under the management of 
the said Council are the twelve noted in the list under the 8th paragraph of 
this letter vxzt the two bound first to Sl Helena, the six bound first to Fort 
St. George the two direct China ships, and the two which are to call first 
upon the West Coast also all such as shall arrive at Canton in 1766 from any 
of our settlements in India under the denomination of casual ships. The 
Ostcrley as has been already observed is intended for China In the year 1767 
and will consequently fall under the direction of a succeeding set of supra 
cargoes. 

20 We have appointed Messrs. Fitzhugh Kevell DeVlsmc Torin Smith, 
Rous and Bevan our Resident Supra Cargoes at Canton for the year 1767 who 
arc as usual to conduct and talc charge of our affairs upon the departure of 
such of the beforementloncd Counal as arc to leave China m the season of the 
year 1766 and before the arrival of those Supra Cargoes we shall appoint 
members for the succeeding Council. 

21 We continue the prohibition for our China ships calling at Batavia 
outward bound and you are to notify the same to the commander or com 
manders of any casual ship or ships which may be dispatched from your 
Presidency to Canton if any such shall happen to be sent. 

22. The principal articles of the intended export this season for our 
several Presidencies and China are nearly as hereunder mentioned vtzt^ 

For Bengal 

Cloth 30S bales, long ells 45 bales, other piece goods 3 bales, nils 3 casei 
lead 100 tons, copper 200 tons. Iron 150 tons steel 10 tons gunpowder 400 
barrels of the usual weight small arms 296 chests, Madeira wine 125 pipes 
and vidoma wine from one of the Canary Islands 75 pipes. All the said 
articles are divided in nearly equal proporuons on the ships Britannia Crvt 
tender i Pigot and Lord Camden except the wines which go by the conrey 
antes hereafter noticed. For more explicit accounts of the beforemen tinned 
articles and the other consignments jou are referred to the several ships 
invoices in providing whereof we have had a due attention to your indents 
which are complied with so far as we have judged rrally necessary 

As your indent for woollens this season is small and we observe the remains 
in vour warehouse arc considerable we therefore now send jou no more than 
about the quantity indented for as above mentioned 

For Fort St George 

Cloili 870 bales long ell* 75 hales other piece goods 2 biles velvets 2 case* 
lead 10) tons copper 310 tons iron “TO tons steel fl tons small arms chests 
gunpowder 667 barrels of stxtr pounds each Madeira wmr 125 plp^* *ud 
vidonb wine from one of the Canary Islands 75 pipes The piece goods arc 
divided In equal proportions on the shtpi Earl of Athbutnham Ar/'/o'"’ 
Cb//ou and t^oneii anil all the other articles nearly so on tlr sit Chins ship* 
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bound first to Fort St George excepting the wines which go by the conveyances 
hereafter noticed 


For Bombay Presidency 
For Bombay market 

Cloth 1597 bales, long ells 300 bales, broad long ells 75 bales, odier piece 
goods 7 bales and cases, lead 300 tons, copper 460 tons, iron 300 tons, steel 
50 tons, tin 20 tons, Madeira wine 50 pipes, gunpowder 240 barrels, small 
arms 262 chests 


For Bussorah market 

Cloth 648 bales, 20 of which are of a French fabnck, long ells 200 bales 
of 10 pieces m each 


For the Bushire market 

Cloth 710 bales, long ells 200 bales of 10 pieces m each, other piece goods 
3 bales, velvets 1 case containing 3 pieces 

For the Scindy market 

Cloth 138 bales, long ells 32 bales, velvets 1 case containing 6 pieces 

All the said several consignments are divided m nearly equal proportions 
on the six Bombay ships, except the wine, which all goes in the Speaker, and 
except also 322 bales of cloth and 176 bales of long ells which for want of room 
m the said ships are laden m equal proportions on the Fort St George ships 
Hampshire and Duke of Kingston, m order to be forwarded from thence to 
Bombay The said bales are part of the assortment intended for the Bombay 
market 


For Fort Marlborough 

Treasure 20 chests, iron 100 tons, flour 100 casks, beef and pork 30 half 
hogsheads of each, gunpowder 60 barrels, cordage 26 tons, ironmongers ware 
of several sorts 39 tons 

All which articles go nearly in equal proportions on the two China ships 
bound first to Fort Marlborough 

We are well satisfied that over and above the several consignments from 
hence our said Presidency will be in want of many particulars from our 
setdements m India , you are therefore agreeable to our repeated orders on 
this head to send such supplies thither as they shall stand m need of or 
indent for from time to time 


For Canton 

Treasure about 308 chests, cloth 475 bales, also 9 cases of best superfine do,, 
long ells 600 bales, camblets 35 bales, lead 1360 tons. 
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The treasure goes vtzt 60 chest* on each of the tvro direct ships, 20 on 
each of the six Coast and China and the two St. Helena ships, and 14 on 
each of the West Coast ships. 

The bales and cases arc equally divided on the two direct China ships. 

The lead goes in the following manner nzt., on each of the two St, Helena 
ships 150 tons on each of the two Bcncoolcn ships 150 tons, on each of the 
six Coast ships 60 tons on each of the rwo direct China ships 200 tons 

23 Among other articles of oar export you will observe there are 125 
pipes of Madeira wine to be consigned to you on the Britannia As these 
wines were purchased last season under directions to our correspondents 
for their being the best the island produced and have lain by in their ware- 
houses ever since, we hope and expect they will prove good however you 
arc to give us a full account of their quality condition of the casks, leakage 
stowage and whatever else may be worthy of our information that we mar 
be satisfied how our said correspondents have complied with our orders, and 
be enabled to make the owners answerable for leakage by bad stowage if any 
such shall appear upon a survey to be taken upon them at Fort William 
as usuaL 

24 Having reason to believe vidoma wine will be very proper to be sent 
to the East Indies and in a great measure if not altogether answer as well 
a* that from Madeira, we have therefore ordered the Pigot to take in at Sancta 
Cruz in TeneneiTe one of the Canary Islands 150 pipes, each to guage full 115 
gallon* for which we arc to pay ten poundj sterling a pipe including the casks 
with ten Iron hoops thereon and all charges on board one moiety of which 
is to be consigned to vour Presidency and the other to the President and 
Council at Fort St. George as they arc to be provided at two distinct bouse* 
they arc to be shipped as follows vizt 

By Mr John CoIJogan 50 pipes for Fort Sl George and SO for BengaL 

By Messrs. Coramyns 

Brothers and Powers 25 da 25 do 

For the particular* of the said 75 pipes for your Presidency we refer you 
to the Invoices and bill* of lading and ndnccs our said correspondents are to 
transmit to you by the Pigot from whom also you will receive by our direc 
tions certificates of the gauge and condition of the casks under their hands 
and of the captain or his officers in like manner as is practiced with the Madeira 
wine The cades arc also to be burnt with an iron near the bung with the 
Compan) s mark and the marks of cadi house arc to be on their respective 
casks These precautions will enable jou to send us an account of the eondi 
tion quantities and qualities of the wines you receive from each house whkh 
together with a survey of their stowage on board arc to be sent us by the first 
opportunity 

25 ^ on are hereby positively directed to put up all the said vidnnia wine 
consigned to vou at public sale except wliat is to Ik* sent to Fort Marlborough 
as undermentioned and send us an exact account of the amount of each lot 
or pipe rou are likewise to gne u« your opinion how It Is esteemed and what 
quantifies mar be annually dupowd of And as we arr wry desirous of 
introducing the use of it in the Last Iodic* you arc to take csrrv mtasure that 
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may facilitate the same, and we shall as a further trial send you the same 
quantity die next season 

26 You arc without fail to send to Fort Marlborough out of die parctls 
of wmc consigned to you, four pipes of Madeira and four pipes of vidoma 
by the first good comcyancc that offers The President and Council at Fort 
St George are directed also to send dnthcr the same quantity out of what goes 
consigned to them 

27 It is with particular satisfaction we observe your attention to diat 
important branch of our commerce, the China trade, by sending such supplies 
from time to time as hat c m conjunction widi our Presidency of Fort St 
George pretented and we hope will prc\cnt any of our ships lying by the w r alls 
dicrc, not only those of die season of 1764 but also those of rhe following year, 
yet we mu>t obscnc diat had your assistance by die Argo man of war been 
transmitted by an earlier comcyancc, it would have proved much more 
effectual We hate in our letter of die 21st November 1764 laid it dow'n as a 
standing rule, until you ha\c orders to the contrary, to have dns object con- 
standy in ucw, and we shall accordingly depend upon your having in 
compliance therewith, as well as of the assurances m your letter of die 27th 
of September 1764, continued such efforts as will enable you to send as large 
a supply of money and goods as can be conveniently spared from die invest 
ment and expcnces of your Presidency, and this w r e shall expect and depend 
upon, notwithstanding the considerable consignments made by us to our 
China Council both the last and die present season 

28 The directions tve gave last season w'ere that no ships under die 
description of a casual one be sent to Canton on any pretence whatsoever, 
unless she could have a cargo to die amount of twenty diousand pounds at 
least, consigned on her to our China Council We now direct that no casual 
ship be sent thither, without having a cargo to die amount of dnrty thousand 
pounds at least. 

29 It being necessary for die fortifications, works and buildings at 
St Helena to be repaired and many new ones constructed, and which are now 
carrying on by a skilful engineer, under the direction of die Governour and 
Council, we have directed them to apply to you, our odier Presidencies, and 
China Council, for any supphes of materials of use for those purposes, which 
can be procured and can be laden on our returning ships, consistendy with 
the room that can be spared, after the intended cargoes for England are 
provided for , you are therefore in case of such application from our said 
Governour and douncil to comply with their indents as far as lays in your 
power 

30 As the Governour and Council at St Helena will from the additional 
number of slaves they have lately been supplied with, be in want of more 
provisions than they have usually received from our Presidencies, you are 
therefore to encrease your consignments of rice on each ship to double the 
quantity you have generally sent, and as we are sensible, by those means you 
will exceed the stipulated charterparty tonnage of five tons on each ship, y<?u 
are to inform the respective commanders, that we will pay their owners here 
half freight for such exceedings, bemg the same freight we allow for the said 
five tons, with respect to the other stores and necessaries they are to be sent 
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a* usual without diminution agreeable to the annual indents forwarded to you 
by our said Govemour and Council. This order is to continue in force until 
you are informed to the contrary cither from us or from our said Gorer 
nour and Council. 

31 Wc take this earliest opportunity of transmitting to you the list of 
the investment to be made at your Presidency the ensuing season, to which 
you are to gne all due attention and obedience not only with respect to the 
quantities of the goods therein ordered, but likewise the qualities, and such 
remarks as arc made for your information and guidance. But if you can 
cn crease the quantities so far as to give as full ladings as possible to the several 
ships you may have to provide for it will be of signal use to the Company and 
wc shall confide in your best endeavours for this purpose. 

31 It being now a time of peace and consequently the demand for salt 
pet re much short of what it has been for several years past and as we have 
at this time a very large quantity undisposed of, adding thereto what we shall 
most probably receive by the ships of next season it is necessary to lessen the 
importation thereof as far as may be prudendy done for this purpose all 
the Coast and Bay and Bombay ships taken up this season carry whole kintbgc 
m iron consequently no more saltpetre is to be laden on them than for want 
of bale goods will make up the tonnage they arc let for to the Company 
according to their respective charterparties unless the commanders will agree 
to take In more as surplus tonnage at the low freight 

33 The annual demand for saltpetre at our sales, with the 500 tons 
wc are obliged by the Company s charter to supply the Government with 
amounting together to 2000 tons, it is our mean mg that the ship of each 
season from whatever Presidency they arc dispatched should all together 
bnng home as nearly as may be to the amount of the said 2000 tons, rather 
over than under Wc give you this information that you may take the earliest 
opportunities of concerting the necessary measures with our Presidencies of 
Fort Sl George and Bombay and that you in particular may regulate your 
conduct accordingly with respect not only to the quantity to be laden on each 
ship to be dispatched home from Bengal, but also as to what is to be sent to 
our other Presidencies. 

34 Wc must further remark to you that the Sandy petre received from 
Bombay is so bad in qualitv os well as of an extravagant price wc last season 
gave directions tliat no more should be sent us unless it could be brought 
nearly to the fineness and price of that from your Presidency so that it is 
more than probable no more Sdndy petre will be sent us and consequently 
the whole of the beforcraentioned 2000 tons will be Bengal petre 

35 Wc have chosen and appointed the under named young gentlemen 

writers upon rour establishment who arc to take rank in the order tlirv are 
here mentioned John Fitzherbert William Nixon William Ifosra. 

Thomas Pattle Shearman Bird RoIkti Howur Matiliew Dawson John 
Gordon Ilallburton Henry Revel! Junr„ John Lawson Nicholson Anthonr 
Ilrnnctt Goodlad John I -lord Booth William MaVrpeacc Thackeray Iwancii 
Stoddart John Hogarth Thomas Crodey Cooke William Kcdfrarn William 
Paw ion, Robert Rar Robert Colnlk Suetonius Crant Heady Edward Ritson 
and Samuel Mitchell. The ships thrr proceed In will be notified to you by 
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lists in tlic rcspcctnc packets, you arc as usual immediately on their arrival 
to make an enquiry whether they met with proper treatment in their passage 
and advise us thereof 

36 William Hosca and Robert Howitt, two of the abovementioned 
writers being, as we arc informed, resident at Bengal you are to give them 
notice of such their appointment and they arc to execute the covenants en- 
closed in die Britannia's packet which arc aftci wards to be returned to us by 
the first opportunity that shall ofTcr 

37 Being well satisfied diat the large supply of writers sent you last 
season, and appointed this as beforcmcntioncd, wall if properly looked after, 
be fully and we apprehend more than sufficient m addition to the rest of die 
covenant servants upon your establishment, for every service m the civil 
department We shall therefore depend upon your constant care and attention 
m employing 'in the several stations, not only the writers, but all other our 
covenant servants m such a manner, that die Company may have the utmost 
beneGt of their services, and if an) of them are negligent or m any respect 
misbehave, you arc to rebuke and admonish them whenever you see necessary 
and if diat will make no good impression on them, such unpiofitable and 
useless servants are then to be fordiwidi sent to England 

38 Considering from what we have observed diat our covenant servants 
will widi great ease be able to carry on every branch of our civil service, it is 
diereforc absolutely necessary, and we accordingly positively direct, diat die 
orders in our letter last season of the 21st November be punctually complied 
widi for discharging all monthly writers, as there can be no pretence for re- 
taining diem any longer , we do not mean, however, that you should discharge 
such as arc assisting m die translation of foreign and country languages but 
even m this case no more arc to be retained at any time than are immediately 
and absolutely necessary 

39 We have permitted Mr Thomas Peiarce, one of the writers for Fort 
St George, to proceed first to Bengal to settle some family concerns, where his 
stay is not to exceed six months , he is then fordiwidi to take passage at his 
own expence for his station on the Fort St George establishment, on die first 
conveyance diat offers, and -you will take care that he complies with die terms 
of our said permission accordingly 

40 The names of the several persons who have our permission to pro- 
ceed to and reside in the East Indies as free merchants, m the seafaring way 
or odierwise are and will be sent to you in the several packets, as usual signed 
by our Secretary 

41 The like is done with respect to such persons as we permit to pro- 
ceed to India m the quality of surgeons, who are to be provided for in the 
Company’s service, if found, deserving at any of our settlements after those 
who have been already recommended, if any such there are 

42 We also send you in the several ships’ packets hsts of the names of 
the young gentlemen who are to be cadets upon your establishment, and we 
direct that they be promoted in the order they are therem ranked if they 
behave well 

43 Mr Samuel Bartholomew Case, a writer upon your establishment, 
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who you permitted to come to England on account of his bad state of health, 
and recommending him for his good behaviour to be militated in the icmcc 
if hu health would permit hi* return being now recovered proceed* to hit 
itauon in one of the ships of this season he u accordingly upon hu arrival 
to take rank in the same manner ai if he had not come xq England. 

44 Finding upon examination of the returns from your Presidency as 
likewise those from Fort Sl George and Bombay that the number of commis- 
sion officers at each very considerably exceeds the respective establishments, we 
arc come to a resoluuon to send out none this season and especially as there 
u no occasion for any to proceed with the recruits hercaftermentioncd, 
the number on each ship not returning a commission officer to take care 
of them in their passage, as has been the case for some seasons past when 
the ships carried such large numbers as rendered a measure of that kind 
necessary 

45 In the several ships of thu season bound to the Coast and Bay we 
send out about eight hundred recruits, with a proportionate number of 
sergeants and corporals, which we are of opinion will be fully sufficient to 
keep up the several corps agreeable to yours and the Madrass establishments. 

46. By the lists m the several ships packets you will observe that part 
of the said recruiu are intended for your Presidency they are accordingly 
upon their arrn a!, to be incorporated in the several corps where they are roost 
wanted. 

47 We arc to inform you likewise that the ships bound to Bombay will 
cany thither about four hundred and eighty recruits with sergeants and cor 
porals in proportion, which number will not only be sufficient for the Presi 
dcncy but part thereof may be spared and draughted off for Bengal or Fort 
Sl George if either or both those Presidencies shall have occasion for them 
and we give the necessary orders accordingly to our President and Council 
of Bombay 

48. Notwithstanding what u mentioned in the 46th paragraph if the 
proportion of the recruits intended for Fort Sl George should be more imme- 
diately wanted In Bengal we have directed all or any part of them to be 
forwarded to you from Fort Sl George accordingh On the other hand if 
it shall happen that the situation of our affairs upon the Coast may render it 
absolutely and really necessary for the general interest of the Company and 
not otherwise to stop any of the recruits designed for Bengal the) are per 
rallied during such exigency only to detain so many of them as may be 
wanted provided as before observed they shall not be more immediately 
wanted at your Presidency 

49 As we have frequently laid It down as a rule that our several 
Presidencies are to give cadi other every mutual assistance to the utmost 
of their power we now recommend this object to your constant particular 
care and attention and as In all probability you may want that atustance more 
tlian the others we have stronglv recommended It to Fort Sl George that a» 
far as circumstances there can possibly admit escry application for asihrancr 
he complied with that shall !>c made by you to the Weiidem and Owned 
there and the Presidency of Jlorabav hase the like orders 
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50 The clandestine tiade earned on by the commander and ohieeis of 
the Company’s ships m their outward bound \oyagcs, paruculaily in woollen 
goods, iron, lead, copper, great guns, small arms, shot and other military 
stores, is not only greatly to interfere with, and picjudicc the trade, which 
ought to be most inviolably rescued to the Company, but likew-ise in [is] being 
the means of furnishing the country powers with aims, which we have too 
much reason to belicic has been, and may be turned against the Company, 
and contribute to keep up the troubles which we have been so long struggling 
with in the scicral parts of India In order to put an end to diese injurious 
and illegal practices, we arc taking e\cry possible method to find out the 
persons guilty of them, so as besides dismission from our service, we may be 
enabled to proceed against them with the utmost rigour of the law', and as w'c 
arc thus determined, we shall expect and positnely direct, that you give all 
the aid and assistance in your pow-cr, by stnctly observing and carrying into 
execution all our orders and directions on this head, particularly those of last 
season And w'c now gne you to understand, that if you do not faithfully, 
diligently and strictly comply with them, you will most certainly incur our 
highest displcasme Wc cannot help expressing ourselves m this strong manner, 
as hitherto you have been totally negligent of, or inattcntnc to, tins material 
part of your duty, and notwithstanding what you say in your lcttei of the 
26th Not ember 1764 with respect to the Caernarvon , we cannot help dunking 
you might, if you had been inclined, have made some discovery of the private 
trade you were acquainted, wc were informed, was on board that ship, by 
entering upon such an examination of the captains, officers, ship’s company 
or others as might have in some mcasuic answered the purpose 

51 To die directions w'luch have been already given, w r c are to add, 
that as you arc in general to cause the strictest care to be taken upon the 
delivery of every ship by such w r ays and means, and with such assistance as 
you shall judge most effectual, to get an exact information of all die private 
trade landed or on board , but you arc in particular to be nlore attentive to 
such ships in which you have any informations from us, or fiom any odier 
person or persons w'hatsocvci, any unlicensed goods may have been taken in, 
and if you find it ncccssaiy, you arc to examine in the most solemn manner 
upon oath, all and every passengci m such ship, w'hcthcr in our service or 
odienvays, as to the receipt on board, or delivery front the slnp, of any 
goods whatsoever duung die course of die voyage, and if any of diem shall 
refuse to answer, let an account of dieir names lie transmitted to us, that 
the proper notice may be taken of them The captain and officers aie likewise 
to be examined, but not upon oath , you are to send us by the first proper 
"onveyance full and true accounts of all your proceedings, m which you are 
very particularly to mention and describe die several contraband goods that 
shall be found in such ship oi ships, with the names of the propnetors diereo/, 
and every other information, diat may enable us to deal with die offenders 
in a suitable manner 

52 We have dismissed from die Company’s service, Capt Richard Lewin, 
Commander of die Vansittart, for taking on board in Madeira Road, a large 
quantity of iron, cannon, military stores, clodi and other illicit' articles from 
a vessel which sailed from England for diat purpose, and aldiough it does not 
appear that his officers had any interest m die said clandestine trade, we have 

Vol IV— 8 
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given them a very severe reprimand for refusing through the influence of 
Captain Lewm to acquaint us of what they knew of this transaction. We 
shall have proceeded further had they not at Last humbly acknowledged 
themselves sensible of their error and given us the strongest assurances of 
never giving the Company any occasion to find fault with their future 
conduct- 

53 John Rogers, Chief Mate of the ship Caernarvon having been found 
gudty of taking in on his own account at Madeira six cask* containing each 
one bale and two small boxes of cloth we have likewise dismissed him from 
the Company > service. 

54 Having received certain information that one hundred bales and cases 
of doth were taken on board the Hector m April last off Plymouth but out 
of sight of land from a sloop which followed the ship from the nver 
Thames for that purpose we have directed our President and Council at Fort 
St. George to send Captain Edmund Massey who commanded the said ship 
to England but should he be at your Presidency upon the receipt of this, 
or at any time afterwards, you arc hereby ordered and directed to send or 
cause him to be sent to England without fail and as soon after the receipt 
of this as possible. 

55 With respect to the following named officers of the said ship Hector 
it any of them shall be on the receipt of this or at any time afterwards 
at Bengal wst Thomas Johnston chief mate, Franas Barford second mate 
Henry Kent third mate George Pack fourth mate Richard Penny gunner 
and John McCaba boatswain you arc to examine them in the strictest manner 
if our President and Council at Fort St George should not have done it and 
if you find any one or more of them had any property or concern in the 
bcforcmcntioncd illicit goods )ou arc to send home such person or persons 
likewise to England by the first conveyances if on the com ran' if shall 
appear to your satisfaction that they bad no property or concern therein we 
permit of their staying in India. But as the said goods could not liave been 
reccired aboard without their knowledge and if they liave made no discovery 
to you you arc in our name to reprimand them in the severest manner for 
such neglect to the Company 

56. We have many other informations l>cforc us and we sliall proceed 
against such persons who have or sliall appear to be concerned in such illicit 
trade with the utmost rigour os observed in the 50th paragraph 

57 Notwithstanding the /irttanma is consigned to you we have ordered 
Captain Rou< after leaving Madeira to proceed first and make the best of 
his wajr to Fort Sl George to deliver our packet directed to our President and 
Council there and to give them an opportunity of taking out all or anv of 
the military recruits on Ixiard the said shin if they arc more warned at that 
Presidency than In Bengal in doing which we liave directed them to be a* 
expeditious as possible and then to gbc Captain Rous orders to proem! 
without Khi of time to Fort William 

5S, We liave acquainted our President and Council at Fort *»f Crtifge 
that if it sliall \k more for the Company* interest to forward the said recruit* 
torftenga! or anv numlwr the slop can carry in addition to them they arc to 
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do so accordingly, m which case likewise die ship is to be dispatched as before 
directed with die utmost expedition 

59 Being informed that several of die commanders now outward bound 
had considerable quantities of iron on board their respective ships, o\er and 
above what we had given leave for, upon examining into die same, they 
acknowledged that the following quantities had been laden vizt , 

Laden Of which Victualling Exceeding 
allowed bill 





Tons Cwt 

q r 

lb 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons Cwt 

qr 

lb 

On 

the 

Britannia 

41 

12 

2 

7 

20 

4 

17 

13 

2 

7 

tt 

tt 

Glatlon 

20 

11 

— 

26 

8 

4 

8 

11 

— 

26 

tt 

tt 

Neptune 

55 

2 

— 

7 

16 

4 

35 

2 

— 

7 

ft 

tt 

Earl of 













Asliburnham 

26 

8 

3 

27 

15 

4 

7 

8 

3 

27 

tt 

tt 

Hampshire 

49 

— 

— 

— 

20 

4 

25 

— 

— 

— 

tt 

tt 

Lioness 

45 

13 

2 

16 

14/ 2 

4 

27 

3 

2 

16 









Tons 

120 

19 

1 

27 [sic] 


60 

The said sev cral 

commanders 

assured 

ns 

that 

they 

gav 

c their 


tradesmen orders for the quantities only which they were allowed to carry 
out, and diat diey did not know of die cxcecdings until the Company’s 
orders were given to make die enquiry, however, upon considering c\cry 
circumstance of this transaction, and in order to prevent the like practices m 
future, we have taken for the Company’s use the whole quantities of iron 
shipped as abovemcntioned , excepting only the four tons allowed for each 
ship on the victualling bill, and the same are added to the said ships imoiccs 
accordingly vizt , diat by the Britannia is consigned to your Presidency and all 
the odicr parcels to Fort St George 

61 Although we ha\c retained .ill the iron as above observed on the 
Company’s account yet as the said commanders acknowledged their offence, 
we lia\e been so indulgent as to pay them here the prime cost of the quantities 
we had respectively allowed them , the amounts of all the rest arc forfeitures 
to the Company as illicit trade, in a word, the whole quantity of iron on 
hoard each ship, excepting as before observed what is allowed on the victualling 
bill, belongs to the Company 

62 Besides the said forfeitures we have scvcrch reprimanded the said 
several commanders, and acquainted them, that if thev should m future be 
gmltv of an) thing of a similar nature or concerned in am illicit trade, 
they must expect to meet with our highest resentment 

63 Although vu <ay as above that all the iron aim ml the stid slop 
except what is alinvu'd on the victualling bill belongs ,o the Ounpnm, we 
must add, that what am of the officers are lux need to earn is a)<j> u> 
cxccptcd. tin amount of which will appear in the n<j>tcti\e mat ife***- ami v 
to *er\c for \our guide with risjKCt to the ship Bntm rr„ 
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64 lou mint send u* fen our information a full and particular account 
of all the iron landed from ihc said ship Britannia. 


We arc. 

Your Loving Friends, 

H. Crabb Boulton / Geo Dudley / Tho*. 
Rous / RobL Jones / J Purling / George 
Cuming/John Homson /Fred L Pigou / 
Heny Savage/John Stephenson/Edwd. 
Whclcr/Wm Webber /Thos. Saun 
ders / F W Barrington / J Crctwtckc / 
Charles Chamber* /J Pardoc/Hcn Had 
London ley / Lute Scrafton / Cha. Cutt*/John 

13th December 1765 Roberts/ Jo*. Du Pre/E. IL Cruttenden. 


15 

LETTER DATED 24 DECEMBER 1765 

Crvtl servants above the rank of tenters ordered to attend kotha w rotation 
— mentonals not to be erected xnthoul prior approval— observations on accounts 
of revenues in Burdxcan province — deplore extraordinary expenses of Btirdxan 
Residency — directions regarding Chittagong port and province — object to 2'/i% 
taken by servants from the reminders of Midnapore and Raja of Burdwan— 
directions regarding coinage and currency — method of appointing Resident at 
Burduran — abolition nf double batta. 

Ouu President and Council at bon William in Bengal 

1 We ba»c already writ to \ou under date of the 13tli instant by the 
ships Untanma Glatton Earl of Ashbumham and Neptune Our *aul letter 
contained scicral general informations and directions width were necessary 
for vour immediate notice In this letter we shall make such additions thereto 
as ha\c since occurred to ti and proceed under the usual heads to make 
our ol>*crva!ions upon vour scicral transactions as they stand In rour General 
letters and register* in the Puhhtk Depanmem received in the course of this 
season rrsening wlut rebte-t to the Separate Department for a distinct letter 
which vmt will now also rceriic licaring cicn date with tin*. 

2. Hating in the b*t paragrapli of our letter of the 15th bchnun 1*^5 
otiscrictl to you that although tlic animadicrsions made in the course thereof 
upon tlic sneral transactions at vour settlement were addressed a» usual to the 
President ami Council they were not to Ik- underlined to affret an* prrsom 
who were not metnlx-r* at the time of such transactions otherwise ilsan as 
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cautions and directions for your conducting the Company’s affairs in future, 
you arc to understand we mean the same with respect to the several matters 
which arc taken up m this and our Separate Letter mentioned m the preceding 
paragraph 


First of shipping 

3 We ha\c already given our approbation of the provision you made 
for China, but though the Argo frigate of war was a good opportunity of 

Lrc from 6th Fc- conveying the treasure thither, yet so great a risk as near 
bry Pa 9 [26 £1,20,000 on one ship should be avoided in future, unless 

Consults 22nd & 111 cascs °f absolute necessity How'ever, your sending a pilot 
25th Octr vessel to go with her through the Islands, or even to China, 

if necessary, was a measure that meets wuth our approbation But w r e cannot 
say the same with respect to the allowance of three and an half per cent freight 
to the commander of the Argo frigate for carrying the said treasure which we 
think was an extravagant premium, especially as we have never given more 
than two and an half per cent on silver which has been sent from lienee 
to India on His Masjesty’s ships We therefore expect to bate youi reasons for 
making such a large allowance 

4 The ship Calcutta we observe carried 5000 bags of saltpetre to Bombay 
which are only about 334 tons If you had no more saltpetre or other goods 

Lrc from 26th to ^ lavc <;ent ^ lcrc on our account, notice should have been 
Nov 1764 Para 77 gi'cn for letting the remainder on freight that her cliarter- 
6th Febrv 1765 party tonnage might have been completed It is a very 
Pnra 7 great, and has of late been a very frequent neglect of 

our interest to suffer ships to sail so far short of their proper tonnage, and 
you must therefore sec that this is carefully attended to and prevented 
in future 

5 We have considered that part of your General Letter of the 27th 
September 1764 together with your Consultations on die 26th March and' 2nd 
April preceding with regard to die loss of the ship Wmchelsea, and upon the 
whole we are of opinion you were highly blameable in permitting Captain 
Howe her commander to come to England before you made an enquiry 
mto die said loss, also for not going into an examination of that affair your- 
selves instead of referring it to the consideration of Messrs Scott, Keble and 
Wedderburne We also cannot help remarking that notwithstanding Cap- 
tain Howe left his second and fourth mates at Bengal, it does not appear that 
either of those officers, or any other persons, were examined excepting 
the pilot 

6 And as we agree in opinion with you that the loss of the abovementioned 
ship was principally owmg to the pilot, Thomas Grant, his not keeping the 
sloop ordered to attend her m a proper station when the ship was under sail, 
your dismissing him the service was a very right measure , but as we have 
had an extreme good character of his knowledge and abilities as a pilot, we 
are not desirous of entirely losing him , we therefore leave it to you to reinstate 
him if you have no good reasons, from any instances, to the contrary How- 
ever, you are to give him in such case the necessary cautions for his future 
'■•onduct 
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7 It is matter of surprize to us, that the sloops built at Chittagong should 
have cost nearly the same a* those built at Bombay considering hew much 
cheaper labour must be m so plentiful a country as the 
Tarvrr^TM 26rtl former And it u to be further remarked that the Pegue 
ships built on that coast were never deemed equally service 
able with those of Bombay That we may be enabled to form a judgement 
whether it may be worth while to encourage budding vessels at Chittagong 
we would have you send us m as particular a manner os possible the prices of 
timber and all other the materials made use of for that purpose the wages 
paid to workmen and every expence whatsoever together with all such obser 
rations as may tend to our Information in this matter 


Secondly of goods from Europe or from one port of India to another 

8. As we are apprehensive that a large quantity of lead being put up to 
sale may be productive of lnconveniencies from part being converted into shot 
by the country powers and as so large a quannty as 300 tons was consigned 
to you last year we have therefore ordered only 100 tons to be sent you this 
season and we would have you reserve a sufficient quantity for your own 
use before you put any pan up to sale. 

9 Your indent for military stores is uncommonly great notwithstanding 
the remains of those stores arc very considerable you must therefore be 
extremely careful not to indent in future for more than arc absolutely necessary 
lour marine indent is likewise to an extraordinary amount and so little care 
seems to ha\c been taken in proportioning the demands to your wants that 
we apprehend very little attention has been paid to drawing out your indents, 
and that you have neglected to observe our repeated orders of haring at such 
times the accounts of remains before you These considerations together with 
the want of room in our ships, are the occasion of your indents bang much 
curtailed We have nevertheless taken particular care to send you the GOOO 
musquets desired in your last indent and also completed the dcfiaency in that 
article of bst year 

10 That we may he the better enabled to judge what store* to order 
the marine indents must in future express in separate columns what pmpor 
iron of each article is designed for the Company s use and what for sale and 
you ore to assign your reasons in the indents for desiring any particular 
article 

11 ^our account of remains is imperfect in the article of canvas the 
whole quantitr remaining lieing set down in one sum instead of describing the 
quantity of each number and which we would ha\c done in future ^ ou must 
also patticubnzc the separate number of each different son of flints wlictlwr 
for musquets carbines or pistols 

12. As tlw liats vou indent for would rake up much mom in our shim, 
and it has not lieen usual for the Company to promlc them the captain* 
must continue to furmdi rhemtehe* from pmatr persons a» they hair hitherto 
done ^ 

13 In regard to lire ^**3 pair of times detrm! for the military as thy 

/ 
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appear to us very essential for the preservation of our soldiers’ healths, we have 
ordered 3000 pair being as many as could be conveniently sent in die ships 

14 We hate complied with your indents for books for the use of the 
church and for the utensils for the mint 

15 We arc pleased to observe your attention in affording supplies to our 
settlements upon the West Coast, and we recommend it to you not to neglect 
anv favourable opportunities of continuing tbc same 


Thirdly of investments 


16 On your Consultation of the 17th May we see with great concern 
that you suspended purchasing the investments of Dacca and Cossimbuzar and 
even ordered down two lacks of rupees from the former And here we cannot 
but observe that your diverting the funds destined for the investment to the 
support of the war was distressing us in our most essential interest 


17 We observe with pleasure diat Mr Dc La Porte has been sent to 
make the tour of the atirtings and hope the experience he will dicreby acquire 
will qualify him to be of service to us under the Export 

Lrc from 26th Warehouse Keeper at the Presidency , and as die knowledge 
Novr 1/64 Para 31 r , * r J , ic” 

Cons 30th Octr °f die various manufacturers is so essensial a qualification 

in all our servants, we direct that all of them above the 

station of writers be ordered to attend the cottah in rotation 


18 We recommend it to you as an object wordi your earnest attention 
to turn the channel of the investment as much as you can into our own pro- 
vinces which will make our money circulate within ourselves and return to 
us in our revenues 


19 We wrote you very fully last year on the subject of the complaints 
made here by the Dutch on the obstructions they had met with m dieir opium 
trade of which we expect a particular account from you Your Consultations 
mention an agreement between the Dutch and you respecting this trade, copy 
of which ought to have stood on your registers and in similar cases must not 
be neglected in future We have only to add that you should early in the 
year order the quantity of opium you may require for the Company, and till 
that is provided, no purchases are to be made by our servants on their private 
account 


Fourthly concerning the country government, European powers and the 

trade of India 

20 We are very glad you have had no disputes of a publick nature with 
the Dutch As all foreign nations will be jealous of our growing power, you 
should take great care not to encroach on their rights or give them just cause 
of offence At the same time the like attention must be had to the just rights 
and privileges of the Company in any of your transactions with their represen 
tatives, observmg however, all the moderation that is due to the friendship 
at present subsisting between our respective sovereigns 
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2S As \vc disapprove of die office of Supermtendant of die Bricks, we 
dicrcforc direct on the receipt of this that you abolish it 
1764°^ I9tl1 This branch we would have fall within the duty of the 

Committee of Works , and our engineer and his assistants 
must sec that the Company arc well served 

29 We would ha\c you postpone building the church at your Presidency 

till the accommodation for the servants, barracks for the 
1 764 >n<! I2tI ' N ° Vr idlers an d every other building of consequence is 
compleatcd 

30 We do not concenc the propriety of erecting a new council room, 
as the new buildings m the Fort, whcic all the Company’s business is to he 

carried on must soon be built The objection you make to 
^Coiis 25th Octr t j lc p rc q cnt room for its being contiguous to the publick 
offices appears very singular, as m our opinion it should be 
m the centre of the offices, that lccoursc may be had to the papcis more 
readily 

31 As we do not think you bate given sufficient icasons for making the 
new post of Surveyor of the Publick Roads with the salary annexed of rupees 

ISO per month, we therefore direct that Mr William Altham 
1764 nS 12t1 ' N °' r 110 l° n £ cr continued in that employ and that the said 
post he abolished until the utility thereof more fully 
appears Nor is a free merchant at any time to be taken into the Company’s 
pay unless there be the most evident necessity for so doing 

32 Although we would ever be thought to entertain a just sense of the 
merit of those who have bravely suffered in our service, yet we do not approve 
of your erecting any monuments or memorials of such without first having 
transmitted us an estimate of die expence diereof and obtained our leaie 
for that purpose And here we must express our surprize that you took 
such a measure in regard to die monuments you ordered on die 18di June and 
10th September 1764 to be put up for Admiral Watson, the sufferers at Patna, 
and Major Adams, and direct that you send us plans and inscriptions diereof 
with an account of die expcnce incurred thereby 

33 We observe m your Consultation of the 12th March 1764 anodicr house 
bought for die Nabob , we expect you give us your reasons for dns extra 
ordinary expence, and direct that you buy no more houses for the Company 
as we suppose the buildings m the New Fort will soon be ready 

34 The following observations have occurred to us from the perusal of 
your Consultations and the several accounts relative to our revenues 

35 By die cash account of the Burdwan province from June 1762 to June 
1763, it appears that the cutcherry receipts for that period were sicca rupees 
44,70,324-10-0 By Consultation 4th May 1762, it should appear, diat our ser- 
vants did not interfere in the collection of the Rajah’s 1 own estate, which by the 
account then given m, is rated at rupees 5,73,142 If we err in this statement, 
it is from your manner of representing it , if not, then the sum total collected in 
one year was 50,43,466-13-10 besides 1,46,000 begas of land reserved for the 
support of twenty nine thousand servants 
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Of the above «um there were paid in 
Other disbursements were — 

An interest bond 
Chanty 
Rajahs troops 
Rajahs ex pence* 

Banians wage* 

Charges general 
Charge* Rendency 
Roads and bndge* 

Balance in the cut cherry 
Rajah ■ e*tate collected by Ins 


our treasury 36 09,524*7 10 

Rupee* 
35,500* 0- 0 
2,500- 0- 0 
3,95363 12 0 
2,45,207 1 5 
30,697 4 0 
15,038- 6*10 
53,227 0- 0 
37 756- 0- 0 


8,15439- 7 15 [nc] 
45360-14- 5 
servant* 5 73 142 0- 0 


Rupee* 5043 466-13-10 

In the following year the receipt* under the same 

head are 48,95475-14 4 

Of which the Company receive 34 73301 3-10 

Disbursement* 14,22,174 10 14 


Rupee* 48,95,475-14 4 

From thl* it evidently appear* there are fourteen to fifteen lack* of nipee* 
collected annually more than the Company receive which ha* led u* to remark 
on the several diibursrocnt*. 

36. In Consultation of the 23rd May 1761 Mr Sumner is directed to pay 
the arrears of the Rajah* troops and to discharge all but a proper rcunuc 
ycr in 1763 fhe charge for troop* retained is more than a fact of rupee*. 11 e 
desire to know why the order for the reduction of the troops was not complied 
with and we *cc no reason why thb ex pc nee was not cntlrcl) struck off add the 
province defended by our own troops. 

37 The cl targe for the Rajah s own expcnccs for 1762 1* rupee* 2,18,657 54) 
and in 1763 is rupee* 24J1.269-0-O which a* far a* we can understand Is exclude 
of the Income of his own estate valued at rupee* 5 73 142-0-0 

38. Though a due regard should be had to any agreement which might 
have l>ccn made with the Nabob or with the Rajah respecting hi* support 
and authority in the province at tlie lime it was assigned over to us yet we 
think if he lias really such an allowance made him exclusive of the Income 
of his own estate U Is too great a burthen on the province And with this 
evidence liefore you we cannot think you considered our interest In accepting 
thirty four lacks for the year neither do we see came for any such agreement 
olxernng our servants have liad the collections of the province entire!) mulct 
their management but if for the reputation of our government It Is found 
necessary to maintain the Rajah in his dignitv It must be done at le*i expence 
and the excess of the military ex pence* and of the Rajah • own rxpmce* muil 
In vtnif future a g ree m ent he deducted frmn die didiursmcnt* and a<Mrd to 
our revenue*. 
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39 We shall remark on the great charge of the Residency m another 
place, and shall here observe, that after having ascertamed the value of the 
province, we see no reason for continuing the Residency there, as the revenues 
may be as well attended to by the Board at the Presidency 

40 By your Consultation of the 20th September 1764, we observe upwards 
of six lacks of rupees have fallen coss ", by which we understand that being 
rated too high, the zemindars have returned them on your hands, whereby 
it appears Mr Johnstone had stretched them beyond their real value, nearly 
as far as he exceeded Mr Sumner’s estimation We hope no loss is to ausc 
hereon to the Company and must observe to you that keeping lands m your 
own hands is multiplying business, is liable to abuse, and implies too much 
severity in our Government 

41 We observe in your above mentioned Consultation, a demand on the 
Rajah for debts due by him to several bankers and others to the amount of 
forty three lacks of rupees As the Rajah has had his own estate m his 
hands, he ought from thence to have satisfied his debts You are neither 
to protect these claimants, nor permit the Company to suffer m their revenues 
to satisfy their demands 

42 You did very well to have an eye to defence in the construction of 
the factory buildings at Burdwan 

43 We have reserved for die last remark on this province, the extra- 
ordinary expence of die Residency, of which we never had any particulars, till 
the last Burdwan cash account received by the Vansittart, which was forwarded 
by the Secretary after the General Letter was closed, and explains it to consist 
of the following gratifications to our servants 


The Chief 

3000 

rupees per month 

Second 

1500 

do 

Thud 

1300 

do 

The military officer 

500 

do 


forming altogether an expence of rupees 75,000 per annum [stc] The making our 
servants dependent on the Rajah for their allowances, is m itself a dishonour 
to and quite inconsistent with the nature of our service, nor can we look 
on it in any other light than depriving the Company of a great sum from 
their revenues, for if the Rajah had not paid this vast sum to our servants, 
he might and ought to have paid so much addition to the annual revenue 
for his province We therefore order that such of the Company’s servants 
who have been employed in that station since the provmce was first made over 
to the Company, shall pay into our treasury whatever they have received from 
the Rajah, and shall be allowed for the time past at the following rates per 
annum 


The Chief 

Second 

Thud 


Rupees 6000 
1500 
1000 


for all charges and 
expences whatever 


which are to be the future allowances to the servants who it may be found 
necessary to employ on that service If any of the servants refuse to refund 
what we deem so unjustly obtained, we order you to dismiss them our service 
and they must be sent to England to answer for their conduct to us 
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44 As wc would have the military officer* totally dependent on you so 
we shall only express that we think the charge of rupee* 500-0-0 a month 
exorbitant a* the Company* usual allowance would hare been sufficient. 

45 Looking upon the Chittagong province to have peculiar advantage* 
arising from a great extent of sea coast from bong so detached from the 
other Bengal province*, and having such strong natural barriers, we therefore 
recommend it to be a favourite object of your attention and that you establish 
its future prosperity on the most durable foundation. Mr Verelst his state 
of the revenue* in 1761 tracing them from the assul jumma or original rent 
through all its progressions is very methodical and judiaou*, and we hope 
by his endeavours to discover other source* which should properly fall into 
the publick revenue Of thu land 1 * the inheritance of the property of persons 
dying without heir* beyond a certain degree which law we understand to 
be in force under the countTy government but not knowing what limitation 
it is subject to we gi\c this hint for your enquiry 

46. Although the increase of the revenue of thi* province Is very agree- 
able to us, yet much remain* to be done before we can be assured that we draw 
all the advantage* of which it is capable and therefore direct you to cause 
an actual survey to be taken of the whole province, that we may know what 
is cultivated what waste what pays taxes, what free and how the whole 
is disposed of And as nature ha* marked out *uch strong barrier* it is not 
for our interest to break through them a* in the case of the fruitless Mecklcy 
expedition. * We expect you should give us your sentiments whether it is for 
the interest of the Company to connnuc the zemindar*, or to have the rents 
collected by our servants as is practised in the Calcutta land*. 

47 Though we forbad the building of a fort yet in the plan for the 
factory buildings you should have a view both to present defence and to what 
may be hereafter done, if we should be inclined to enlarge this plan but no 
further ex pence is to be incurred without our express permission. 

•18. From the cheapness of provisions we should judge manufactures mav 
be carried on to great advantage therefore our servants in this province should 
pay particular attention to the general instruction we ha\c given to turn the 
channel of our investment so much as can be into our own provinces and 
as the article# provided for the Company* investment bear a small proportion 
to the whole trade so you must take care to levy such duties a* the trade will 
afford From your account* we cannot discover that any duties whatever 
have been levied on exports or Imports which we think a very great inattention 
to our interest and direct that you immediately establish such customs a* 
vou think the trade will bear that you be very full In your Information on 
this subject tliat we maj come to a thorough knowledge of all the trade 
earned on there and that we mar see we lunc justice done us in collecting 
the duties thereon and for this purpose you must send us an account of the 
annual exports and imjvort* of this prmmcc which must make a numlwr in 
vour packet 

49 Mr Plained* in hi* second survev to die southward of Dmtagoog 
divcovrred a harlwur for shipping of which lie sent a plan anti in hi* letter 
of the 1st June 1761 he writes he wa* to make another sunry hut fnrni that 
lime no mention n made of il \\c wouM June the sunrr made a» correct 


24 DECEMBER 1765 


125 


as possible and direct you to send us all the infoiniation you can and your 
opinion of the use to be made of it, and here we must caution you to keep 
this knowledge of the Chittagong River 5 as confaned as you can, that foreign 
nations may not be acquamted with it 

50 Notwithstanding we forbad die construction of docks and die 
establishment of a marine yard on die Company’s account from an apprehension 
that the advantages would not be adequate to the expence, yet we would have 
private undertakings of the kind encouraged as we would promote every dung 
diat can tend to the advantage of die trade of the country, and hereaftei 
when the expected mcrease of die revenue may have taken place, such 
undeitakmgs may possibly be thought of 

51 As the cutcherry charges form a very considerable deduction from 
die revenue, we expect you send us the particulars of dus disbursment 

52 We are well pleased with the mcrease of the revenues of the province 
of Midnapore, but are anxious to know the result of your deliberations on Mr 
Anselm Beaumont’s proposal to abohsh the zemindars and collect the revenues 
by our own servants We know not what particular local circumstances may 
attend each provmce, but it is our general idea, diat whenever you dimk 
you have nearly ascertained the value of die lands, it will be for the advantage 
of the Company to farm diem out to substantial men What furdier improve- 
ments can be made must arise from die cultivation of waste lands, and 
the increase of the manufacture of each province We are not satisfied with 
the accounts received from this piovince, they are by no means so full and 
satisfactory as diose of Burdwan 

53 There is no account even of die zemindars who hold the lands The 
servants at Midnapore have or ought to have regulai books wherein each 
zemindar is debited for his agreement, credited for what paid, and die 
balance stated at the close of the year, but no such account appears to have 
been transmitted to the Presidency, and without it we do not see how dicy 
could form a true judgment of the value of the province and the conduct 
of our servants 

54 Much remains yet to be done before we can be convinced th.it we 
receive die full value of die revenues of dns provmce, therefore we direct 
you to be very full in your information on dns subject, and you must send 
us a jilan of the Bengal frontier towards On\a, with your ojnmon of the best 
means of jirevenung invasions on that side 

55 We make die same objections to die two and an half jiu cent taken 
by our servants from the zcnnndary of dns province as to what taken by 
our servants at Burdwan We understand no distinction of allowances by 
us, or by the Rajah, and will also have all that our sen ants ha\c rcccncd 
in this province as well as at Burdwan, jiaid into our treasury, and they arc 
to receive for the time past on die footing of the Malda sonants namch 
rupees 2000 per annum to the Chief, at which rate you arc to regulate it in 
future, and if diey refuse to comply widi this order, you arc to dismiss them 
our service and to send them home to answer for diyir conduct to us 

56 Wc haAc already apjiroied of the method you took to ascertain the 
\aluc of the Calcutta lands You write us it has cncrcascd the reienue, hut 
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hc cannot trace the annual produce for want of a general statement which 
may present tlic several purgunnahs under one view Thu you must there- 
fore send us as also a general statement of the revenues of every province 
made up at the annual poonah which may exhibit at one new the receipts, 
disbursments and dear revenue paid mto the treasury which should make a 
number m your packeL 

57 In your letter of the 21st January 1762 paragraph 8 you 
mentioned an agreement proposed for Icttmg the Corry Jury land* for a long 
term at a small rent to encourage the cultivation of them This plan seem* 
afterward* set aside, but we do not find you have substituted an) other measure 
in lieu thereof The object is an important one, and if you have not already 
done it we direct you seriously to attend to the improvement of these lands 
and to inform us minutely of every step you take therein. 

58 We shall suspend our judgment of the plan proposed by the Assay 
Master for regulating the mint until we receive your further opinion on that 

Lres, from 26 subject. We obscnc that he proposes to refine the sliver 
Ncnr 1764 Para*, after the European manner by which he assures that a 
79 BO 81 6 Feby saving will be made to the merchant of one per cult if so 
1765, para 36. that method is undoubtedly to be preferred but tlus as well 
as some other alterations proposed must be left to the proofs which tunc may 
produce. It docs not appear what the charge of refining amounts to nor what 
the charge of allay [alloy] in eases where the silver is finer 
Now"*! *64* & ^2Ut t * ian t ^ lc P ro P°* c<1 standard a very particular account of 
j a n. 1765. which should have been given and you must not fail to do 

so in your next advices, as well as the duties on coinage and 
all other charges attending a parcel of bullion brought to the mint to be 
coined from tlic time it enters the mint a* bullion until it be Issued as specie. 

59 In the second article of the mint regulation* a method is proposed 
for registering the buihon in ihc assay office when brought to J>c coined 
and a umc is limited for tisuing it in coin to this article It is proper to add 
tliat those who bring and register their bullion first shall have their com 
delivered first and tliat no other preference lie given 

60 It is of great importance that the coins be carefully kept up to their 
proper standard and as there is no other check In tills very essential pan of 
the trust reposed in the Assay and Mint Master but the trial which the samples 
or musters of coin* sent over to us undergo at the Tower* it Is therefore very 
obvious tliat unless those samples be very faithfully and impamally taken 
a fair judgment cannot lie made you should therefore make tins an object 
of vour attention and establish some method tliat may answer the proposed 
end Tlic best which occurs to us fs that (not misting to inferiors). )«ti d» 
yourselves at unstated times nkc indiscriminately from any parcel of rupees 
coined in live course of the rear the samples to be sent home 

61 In considering this subject we have been led to some thought* 
the state of the specie in Bengal and what strikes us the most i the scry 
Injurious custom of reducing annuallv tlic balla of a nertf rupee until it sink* 
to a certain value to ns id ct ably less than tliat at which It J**ur* from the mint 
wliatrvcr mar !tav r gum rise and continuance to this usage it rrminlv mint 
be productive of great Inconvenience to trade In general, and t«m*<<jucudy 
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you would do well if by your influence in the government of die province, 
you could procure the total abohtion of that custom or some better regulation 
in that respect We are not perhaps suificienly masters of the subject to see 
all die difficulties and, it may be, improperiety of such an attempt, and there- 
fore we do not enjoin it otherwise than an object worthy of your attention , 
but whether you take any steps to that end or not, we would have you give 
us your thoughts on the subject very fully, explaining to us the cause of such 
an annual decrease m value, and whether any and what remedy can be best 
applied 

62 It appears by your treasury books that sicca rupees thus reduced m 
value are sometimes recoined in our mint, which is attended (as you say in 
your letter of the 12th November 1761) with a charge of two and a quarter 
per cent, but it does not appear whedier it is the constant practice to do so , 
you will therefore explain this to us, in the mean time we must suppose it is, 
for since the difference m value between sunnauts and siccas is as we understand 
generally, greater than that, all sunnauts which come into our treasury (and if 
our revenues be paid chiefly in that specie, the sum must be considerable) 
should be recoined and issued as siccas The profit ansmg on the sunnauts 
you recom and on some other articles is, we remark, in your treasury books 
carried every month to profit and loss, which is an improper entry The head 
of profit and loss should be used only for the close of annual accounts, or 
for such accidental entries as are not worth the trouble of a new head, not 
for a regular monthly entry In the case before us, the head of batta seems 
a proper one , that or any other that may appear to you more applicable to 
the subject must therefore be opened on your books and cleared at their close 
by profit and loss We must here also take notice of the custom of using 
India words m your books, whereby many articles are rendered unintelligible 
to us You must m future avoid that practice, or whenever you find it 
more convenient to use them, always add m English their signification in a 
parenthesis 

Sixthly and seventhly of covenant and military servants and accounts 

63 We have considered die difficulties you were under with respect to 

Mr Johnstone’s returning to his station at Burdwan, and 
Lre from 26th direct in future, when the post to be filled by any person 
No\r 1764 Paras 42 restore j to our service is not expressed in our orders from 
hence , that in such case the servant so restored is to remain 
m his rank at the Presidency and wait until some post suitable to it falls 
vacant 

64 Whenever you think it really necessary to ha\e a Resident at the 
Durbar, we direct you to choose him, not by seniority in the service, but by an 
established character for integrity, abilities and a knowledge of the country 
language We understand he is to be die sole agent for transacting all business 
at the Durbar, and direct die copy of his correspondence vidi die Nabob or his 
officers, with die Presidency and chiefs of the subordinates, officers of the 
army or civil servants on pubhek affairs, be transmitted to us annually in 
duplicate We think his allowance extremely high as also diat of his assistants, 
which you are therefore to reconsider , and as vc lea\c die nomination of this 
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officer to you it behove* you to liave a constant eje to hi* behaviour ns we 
shall deem you in a particular manner responsible to us for his conduct. 

65 We arc much satisfied with Mr Barwclls assiduity in bringing up 
the General Books but shall continue to think you remiss m this important 
duty till you send us the books brought up to tho April preceding the dispatch 
of the ships. We shall send you our remarks on those corac home by a future 
conveyance. 

66. We arc very sensible of Mr Barwclls ment and we shall leave it 
to jou to give him all the encouragement our service 
Lie. from 6th Fe will consistently admit of. The like we would have done 

1765 parai 24 reaped to Mr John Graham who has behaved so 

much to your satisfi cation during the time he acted in 
the capacity of Secretary 

67 Although the establishing relays between jour Presidency and the 
Coast of Choromindcl may be a necessary measure yet ire think die allowance 
of six rupees a day each for three residents is a scry heavy ex pence and we 
direct you to let us know why the Company s servants were not employed 
on these stations which we expect to he done, unless you give us verj good 
reasons to the contrary 

63. As in the course of our late inspection of the letters and I>ooks of 
Consultations from your Presidency we find several matters of consequence 
mentioned in the latter without the least notice bang taken thereof in the 
former we cannot avoid making this observation upon so great an inattention. 
And we hereb) direct that in future you he particularly careful time every 
circumstance of a material nature which appears either in jour General or 
Separate Consultations be likewise taken up in a proper manner in your Central 
Letters. 

69 In the operations of the two last campaigns, it occurs to remark that 
great and important affairs either of alliance possession of country or collection 
of revenues have fallen under the management of the commanding officer hut 
arc brandies of our awl interest. We dunk it necessary and direct that the 
commanding officer of the arm) shall always be accompanied by a aril 
servant in the charancr of a field deputj ^ou will readily perceive from thc*c 
outlines what it i* we intend We expect the instruction jou shall give will 
l>c conformable thereto Tlux is not meant to lake place when laird Give 
takes the field because we place the utmost confidence In him Iwth In hn 
civil and military capaaty 

70 At tlic same time that we arc pk-axil to see jou liavc entered into an 
examination of the military field cxjvencr* and made several regulations which 
we approve we cannot hut express our surprize that this hid not Iktii done 
lieforr which would liave jm«vcd a great saving 

71 We In no means approve of the allowance of four tlimi«and rujxr* 
j*er month for the field cxpcnccs of the Commander In Chief The example 

vou took of the allowance made to Colonel Conte nevrf had 
j ^ ^ U,r ol,r a l > r rn ^ J, l <m nnt l we therefore duett dun vou emtf tm 
a« near at vou can to the I on St. George e*ubh hmrnt 
herein winch it Un the table and other field expence* of the C mmandrr In 
Chief during hit l*dng in die field ten papula* per diem and twentv five to 



24 DECEMBER 1765 


129 


thirty coolies for lus baggage We do not mean to limit the expence when 
Lord Cine takes the field as Commander m Chief, having left m general 
terms that his Lordship is to be allowed Ins field cxpcnces 

72 We arc surprized at die excess of 600 bullocks in one month’s artillery 
charge, and that you should lia\c passed it so slightly over We apprehend the 
fault lay in the Commissary’s neglect to controul the contractor and reporting 
the fraud to you as soon as lie discovered it We direct you to have a retrospect 
thereto and to obtain redress for such a gross imposition We remark m your 
Consultation 31st May 1764, the censure you passed on Mr Parker Hadey 
and for that and lus odicr bcliat lour during the time lie was contractor to the 
army, we order )ou to dismiss lum our service, but before he embarks, brmg 
him to a strict account and make lum make good whatever frauds or abuse 
he may liaic committed in lus contracts with the Company But should he 
ha\c left your settlement before* this order arm es, you are to transmit to us 
full and particular accounts of lus said transactions, together with every 
necessary information all audicnticated in such a manner, that w'e may be 
fully enabled to proceed against him here in a legal way, to recover die amount 
of what it shall appear he has defrauded die Company of 


73 We hope Lord Cine widi your assistance effected die reduction of the 
double batto and that )ou will model die whole military charges m such a 
manner, diat we may at one new see what it costs to put the whole army or 
any part diercof m motion Although these few r reflections have occurred on 
looking over die Commissary’s books, yet we rely on you to make die reduction 
of our ruinous military cxpcnces one of die chief objects of your attention 


74 We remark widi pleasure that you w r ere unanimous in your opmion 
for putting Major Champion 5, under die command of the Chief of Midnapore , 

die supreme power being invested m our President and 

Fcbr C ' *1765 Para Council, they are to delegate tlieir authority to whom they 

33 J ‘ think fit , they are die proper judges who they are to trust 

widi it, and if they think fit to put a military officer, be his 
rank what it will, under die orders of a civil servant, die military officer must 
pay the same regard to the orders of such civil servant, as he would to those of 
die Governor and Council, and here we dunk proper to 
remark on the abuse of that power by our late President and 
Council in calling Mr Tinker to the Board, when affairs 
no way relative to die navy were to be debated, particularly in permitting him 
to sign your Consultations and the letter to Major Carnac on his conduct 

75 You did very well to give Captam Pemble a Major’s commission on 

the Bengal establishment to prevent his bemg superseded 
Novcr r764 Pa 2 55 1 ^y junior officers, but when he returns to Bombay, 
he is not to rank according to that brevet, but to his 
rank on that establishment 


Cons 24th May 
1764 


76 We left it last year to you to setde Captam Jennings’s request as much 
to his satisfaction as possible, which we doubt not you have comphed with 

77 The difficulties, which have arisen with respect to the ranks of 
Lieutenant Thoms and the officers we sent out in the Success and other ships 
of the same season, as mentioned in your letter of the 26th November 1764, 
paragraphs 87 and 88, might have been easily obviated if a due attention 

Vol IV— 9 
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had been paid to the spirit and meaning of our directions. Lieutenant Tullic » 
being promoted by you to a lieutenancy before our order* for that purpose 
arrived we find has been the occasion of this misunderstanding, for we meant 
no more than that if Mr Tullic was an Ensign at the time when the first of 
these officers arrived he should talc rank of them but not that they should 
supersede any heu tenants who should hare been actually appointed by you 
before the arrival of the first of them they are therefore to be ranked upon 
your military list accordingly 

78- An officer of His Majesty s customs at Portsmouth having stopped 
nineteen bukres of diamonds m July last n> they were attempted to be run 
from His Majesty s ship the Medway twelve bulcc* of which 
1764°* ^ UDC were shipped by Messrs. Palk Morse and Hollond six by 
Samuel Moses and one by Daniel Dc Castro the greater pan 
whereof it appeared by the bills of lading were to be delivered at Portsmouth 
particularly those shipped by Messrs. Palk Morse and Hollond, which said 
diamonds being shipped at Fort Sl George without being registered or our 
receiving any advices thereof from our President and Council, they became 
a forfeiture to the Company as unliccnccd trade and were seized accordingly 
on their behalf Mr Palk s conduct herein as President, being by us 
unanimously deemed a direct breach of orders and covenants and prejudicial 
to the Company with respect to their dunes he has been severely censured 
and reprimanded for hu said misconduct. 

79 As have also John Hollond one of our writers Nicholas Morse 
Samuel Moses and Daniel Dc Castro free merchants the first named for having 
in the said transaction been guilty of a breach of orders and his covenants, 
and the other three of a breach of the covenants they entered into as free 
merchants. 

80 Although wc might instantly have proceeded to the condemnation 
of the said diamonds as having been illicitly imported yet when wc considered 
that by such a step wc should deprive innocent men of their property which 
die misconduct of President Palk had subjected to die penalties of the law 
which arc not only a forfeiture of the diamonds themselves but moreover 
double the value wc have thought proper to restore them to the proprietors 
thereof upon their payments however of the customary duties with all 
charges and satisfying the officer who made the seizure. 

81 In order the more effect unlit to deter any person or persons being 
guilty of such transactions in future wc have now enforced the orders we 
sent to Fort Sl George on the 13th March 1761 and which being the same a« 
were contained in our General Letter to you under the same date the following 
orders arc applicable to boih Presidencies and must be strictly observed by 
you accordingly rt / 

81 Wc were very explicit in the last orders wc gave you in our General 
Jvciter of the 13th of March 1761 with respect to the registering all diamond* 
be laden on any ship or vessel for furnpe hut as the saxl orders lia'c Iwvj 1 
in the instances before us so greatly nrglrctcd and ilnobeyrd wc think it 
propeT here to enforce them by directing that you are to give notice In the 
mcHt publick manner before the dispatch or departure for Furopc of any »h»p 
or vessel belonging to Hit Majestr or in dir service of the Company dial csrry 
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person oi pci sons who intend to send any diamonds, gems or precious stones 
by such comcyanccs, do regularly and truly register them with you, which 
register is to be transmitted to us by such ship, vessel or man of war, together 
with the necessary aduccs in your General Letter relating diereto And we 
do hereby declare it to you as our firm resolution and do accordingly positively 
direct that if any of om sen ants of what rank or station soever, shall after 
the receipt hereof, be guilty of a disobedience of these orders, they be imme- 
diately dismissed the service and sent to England by die first conveyances that 
offer And if free merchants or any other person or persons whatsoever residing 
under the Company’s protection shall be guilty of a breach of them, such 
protection is immediately to be withdrawn, and such person or persons are 
m like manner to be sent to England by the first conveyances , and if any 
of die black merchants or natives shall be guilty of a breach of these orders, the 
Company’s protection is likewise to be withdrawn from them and diey be 
immediately sent out of the Company’s bounds We declare these to be stand- 
ing orders and you arc not only to enter them in the book kept for that 
purpose but you arc likewise to make them known in as effectual a manner 
as possible by fixing them up at die usual publick and other proper places 
and giving such other informations that no person in any part of your 
Presidency may have it in his power to plead ignorance of them 

83 Having at different periods laid before His Majesty’s Ministers a 
general account of die cxpcnccs defrayed by the Company for the subsistence 
of French prisoners of war at our several settlements m India and incident 
charges, it has lately been signified to us by the Secretary of State that the 
French India Company required the particulars of all such expences and 
that die same should be accompanied with bills, estimates and receipts or 
other authcntick vouchers or attested copies thereof 

84 In consequence of dus we have delivered to Mr Secretary Conway, a 
collective account of all the Company’s disbursments for the maintenance of 
French prisoners to die time of the latest advices, in as full and particular 
a manner as could be done from the accounts we have received from our 
several Presidencies, the whole amounting to £2,60,000 

85 The disbursments of your Presidency were of course extracted from 
the accounts you have sent us, but we are sorry to observe that your Buxey’s 1 
account (received per Vansittart ) which extends to January 1765 and amounts 
to current rupees 1,74,146-2-, comprehending great part of your charges, consists 
chiefly of general articles with references^ to particulars which have not been 
sent 

86 This irregularity has involved us in difficulties which it is incumbent 
on you to remove You must dierefore not fail to supply us by the first 
conveyance with a complete account in which all particulars shall be inserted 
and the same must be carefully exammed and authenticated in the best manner 
possible, which account must also be continued to the time of your dispatches 

87 And as you are now sufficiently apprized of the expediency of our 
being furnished with vouchers for such charges, you must at the same tune 
transmit to us attested copies of all bills, estimates and receipts or other authen- 
Uck vouchers which you may be possessed of or can obtain, whereby we may 
be enabled to support the several articles of your account 
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88. We heartily wish for the rake of justice for the good of the Company 
and for the relief of ourselves, that we might depend on you our President and 
Council for the true character* of our servants m respect to integrity ability 
and assiduity for without some such competent guide, wc may often be led 
into error and suffer some to me to station* for which they are unfit, and 
you are hereby directed to send us the proper information* from tune to time 
accordingly and a* this is more particularly necessary with respect to the 
taking into Council those persons who stand next in turn upon the list, you 
arc to be extremely careful therefore not to admit any one mto Council unless 
you are fully satisfied that his abilities, integrity circumstance and good 
character in general render him fit for to important a station, and whatever 
person shall be taken by you mto Council to continue as *uch provisionally 
until you receive our approbation. 


London 

24th December 1765 
[Per Lsoncss via Madras] 


Wc are. 

Your loving fnends, 

Hy Crabb Boulton / Geo. Dudley / 
Thos. Rous /Cha. Cutts /Hcny Savage / 
Fredk Pigou/J Purling /John Hand 
son / Rob. Jones / Jos. Du Pr£ / Edwd. 
Whcler / John Stephenson / Hen. Had 
ley / John Roberts / Charles Chambers / 
Thos. Saunders / George Cuming /E. 
H. Cruttenden / Lube Scrafton / Wm. 
Webber 


16 

LETTER DATED 24 DECEMBER 1765 

Strictures against the Council for being aggressors in the xrar and for 
exorbitant demand of restitution money of 53 lakhs from Mir Jafar — approve 
the measures for conducting the xrar till battle of Buxar— opinion regarding 
the demand for Ghaztpur — no justification for the demand of army and navy 
for a portion of donation money ' — forbid future stipulations by treaty or 
otherxnse for any donation or gratification — lines on inland trade — forbid the 
practice of bar jet 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal 

I In our letter by the ship* Falmouth and Harcaurt dated the 2^ tfi April 
last ne expressed our astonishment at the report then current that forty 
lack* had been demanded for private restitution and ordered you to detain 
whatever wat paid on that account We sec but too much rraton to confirm 
that order for it appears to us a mow flagrant aim w of our power to the 
opprrjiion of the Nabob and hit country 
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January 1 764 
July, 6th Augt 


21st 


29 th May 
21st June, 

July 

4th, 10th & 24th 
Septr 

10th Novemr 


2 Although it was thought fit to confirm the treaty made with Jaffir Aly 
Khan in 1757 because the capture of the settlement had involved the inhabitants 
m one general rum, and without such a restitution it must 
Cons 2nd & 9th have sunk under the calamity, or it would have been the 

i ntA y+j, J 

work of many years to restore it to a nourishing condition , 
no such circumstances existed in the present case, yourselves 
aggressors in the war, and m a great measure brought on by illicit trade, of 
which we shall give our sentiments in the sequel We fear too this demand 
Se Cons 17th & W1 ^ ^ oun( ^ f° r t ^ ie mos t part an indemnification for the 
losses sustained m that very trade, which we shall come 
to the knowledge of when we receive the accounts laid 
before the Commissioners, and of which we last year 
directed you to transmit us a copy Therefore we repeat 
our orders to detain all sums paid on that account, assuring 
you we shall deem you responsible should any sum have been issued out on 
this account after the receipt of our orders of last year Our displeasure at 
this proceedmg is infinitely aggravated by the time and manner m which the 
demand was made Your first demand was for twenty lacks for which you were 
content to demand an assignment You soon after increased the demand to 
forty lacks, to which the Nabob is compelled to consent on the condition it 
shall stop there You then increased the demand to fifty three lacks, to which 
exorbitant sum it is raised by flinging m your outstanding debts, force the 
Nabob to make part payment, and press him with the utmost severity for 
further payment, at the very period when the Company’s affaus are m the 
most critical situation, before the battle of Buxar decided whether we should 
not be extirpated the country, and at the same time the Company are dis- 
tressed for money to carry on the war and the investment, and borrowing the 
very money paid by the Nabob to our servants at an interest of 8 per cent 


3 We find by your Consultation of the 24th September, you were in actual 
possession of claims for restitution to the amount of forty seven lacks and a 
half of rupees We cannot therefore but be astonished, that you did not send 
us copies thereof, and by your not doing it, it seems as if it was industriously 
intended to keep us in the dark, both with respect to the names of the 
claimants, and the particulars of their respective demands 


4 By our letter of the 26th April last, we expressed our approbation of 
Major Carnac’s conduct as far as the lights we then had would permit us to 
judge of it We see with pleasure you have since thought him vindicated, 
except m neglecting to give you regular information of his proceedings, in 
which we concur in opmion, and must add, that he often failed in that deference 
which he owed you, and on many occasions carried his idea of military power 
too high, particularly in the dissent he entered against putting Major Champion 
under the orders of the Chief and Council of Midnapore, of which we have 
given you our sentiments in the general advices 

5 The war being begun against Cossim Aly Khan, we approve the 
measures you took in conducting it till the battle of Buxar But the demand 
of the Gauzepoor country, the undertaking to conquer Souja Dowla’s country 
for the Kmg, and the treaty you have made with him 1 , we shall give our 
opinion of separately The demand you made of having Cossim Aly Khan, 
Sombre, 2 and the deserters delivered up to you, was consistent with the objects 
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of the war and your success entitled you to add reparation for the ex pence* of 
the war but to demand the Gauzepoor country a frontier province 
unrounded with warlike people, we concave was a measure b) no means 
adequate to the end proposed, and absolutely a contradiction to our repeated 
directions not to extend our possessions. The anxiety we feci on this occasion 
is not to be compared to what we suffer at the engagement you have entered 
into with the lung to conquer Souja Dowla $ country for him Had you 
pushed on after the battle of Buxar the force of your arms must soon have 
brought Soup Dowla to consent to your terms. But giving away his country 
rendered him desperate. In his conference with Major Munro he plainly 
tells you he can expect no assistance till you have conquered the country and 
then he shall have friends enough and the issue as far as your advices reach is 
such as we imagined you arc entangled by your connections with him seem 
to doubt whether you can accept even your own terms from Souja Dowla, and 
in the mean time your new ally so far from a support is even to be supported 
in the expen ces of his household and Nudjcef Cawn the only man the King 
pretended to a connection with by your last advices is marching against you. 

6 At the tune of our dispatches under date of the 26th April we had it 
only by report that a donation has been made by the Nabob to the army 
and navy of which the first mention on your Consultations is on the !3ui 
February 1764 on occasion of the mutiny In the army which mutiny is all 
that gives us any notice of any such transaction indeed on the 2nd July 1764 
it is said the Company arc to make it good if not paid by the Nabob nor is 
there to this time any thing that can lead us to a knowledge of the amount 
of such donation but by the donation exacted for the navy which is to be 
half that to the army and being mentioned to be twelcve lacks and a half 
points out to us that the donation to the army was twenty five lacks. When 
we consider the circumstances of the Nabob and the Company at the period 
the demand was made for the army we cannot consider this other than an 
act of the most \ valent oppvesavom The example of the fcfyy lacks glvew hy 
Mu JafTir on the revolution in his favour m 1757 will by no means justify 
this. We wctc then at open war with the Nabob of the country If wc were 
victorious the army mtght pretend to the plunder of the capital which would 
have defeated the end. The treasury was supposed to he very rich and the 
Nabob In condition to afford il In the present case no such circumstances 
existed you was [nc] but to restore the same man you had before deposed and 
you could expect only an empty treasury a country involved in war and the 
Companv struggling under every difficulty We do not mean to take from 
the merit of the army The conduct of the officers and men till the mutiny 
would have been an honour to any service but let it be observed no service 
in the work! Is gratified equal to our* by the great advantages that aitrml 
actual service from the balta and other Indulgences allowed them. There was 
no just pretention to any such demand and the experience vou had of the 
fatal effects of the donation given on the former occation which destroyed 
more than lialf the army by the excesses it led them to and the remUsnes* 
of discipline and spirit of mutiny which emued should have warned rmi of 
the danger of such gratifications. But yet flagrant as the conduci of throe 
who demanded or countenanced this meaiurc appears to us every circumstance 
is heightened in the demand of twelve lacks and a half for die navy wbroe 
ships did no service but that of laying by the wall* am! of their men only a 
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small detachment did duty with the artillery There is such a want of 
humanity m the distresses thus wantonly heaped on the Nabob, that your 
conduct will be for ever a stam on the nation, and is enough to raise up 
enemies to us m every part of Indostan Your country correspondence is all 
that flings any light on this transaction The Nabob m his letter of the 
12th July 1764 in enumerating the sums he has to pay, mentions “besides a 
Donation to the Sea Forces under the Command of the Commodore concerning 
which you have several times wrote to me” Yet no mention of this demand 
appears in the copies of any of your letters m the country correspondence 
prior thereto, the evident result is, that the copies sent home are unfaithful 
registers In die margin of the letter book where die above is entered, there 
is die following memorandum “This Letter is directed to the Governour and 
Council, but the Contents of it are addressed to the Governour only”, which 
added to die beforementioned circumstance of the suppression of every thing 
relative to the demand for the navy, implies as if this was the act of the 
Governour alone, but that is no vindication to the Council, who ought on this 
discovery to have remonstrated against the measure and not have joined m it 
The date of this letter points out that the demand must have been made 
during die heighth of the war, and the date of the kistbundee before the battle 
of Buxar proves, that it had your sanction under the same situation of public 
affairs, or else, all mention of it was purposely omitted till the 15th November, 
for the kistbundee being dated the 8th October must, or ought to have been, 
laid before the Council long before the 15th November 

7 From the obscure manner m which this whole transaction has been 
carried on, we cannot discern whether any dung has ever been paid on this 
account We direct you therefore to send us such a full and explicit account 
of every particular, that we may not be at a loss to form a true judgment of, 
and take the proper measures upon so injurious a transaction 

8 The last article under this head is the gift of the inhabitants of Bennaris 
to protect them from plunder Had there been no prior donation, this might 
have been deemed a fan and proper opportunity of rewarding the army for 
their services, but after so large a gift as 25 lacks, we tinnk every contribution 
ought to have been raised for the benefit of the Nabob or the Company, and 
it affords us the melancholy prospect of seeing all the contributions raised on 
the enemy divided as plunder to the troops, though you judge m the 13th 
paragraph of your letter of the 26th November that the Company’s expences 
and losses m the war, exceed the sum paid by the Nabob, notwithstanding 
the amount then paid is more by five lacks than the sum stipulated m the 
treaty 

9 To prevent this dishonorable practice of stipulating for services that 
are but the duties of a soldier’s profession, we positively forbid all future 
stipulations by treaty or otherwise, with any of the country powers, for any 
donation or gratification for services to be performed , and for any donation 
or gratification which any country power may think fit to make for services 
effected, they must be by permission of the Governour and Council, as stipulated 
by the covenants entered, or to be entered mto by our civil and military 
servants in consequence of our orders in our letter of the 1st June 1764 

10 Your deliberations on the inland trade have laid open to us a scene 
of most cruel oppression, and which is indeed exhibited at one view of the 
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13 th article of the Nabob * complaint* mentioned thu* in your Consultation 
of the 1 7th October 1764 "The Poor of thu Country vrho u*ed alway* to deal 
m Salt, Beetle Nutt and Tobacco are now deprived of their daily Bread by the 
Trade of the European*, whereby no kind of advantage accrues to the Company 
and the Government * Revenues are greatly injured" We shall for the present 
observe to you that every one of our terra nt* concerned in this trade ha* been 
guilty of a breach of hu covenant* and a duobedicnce to our order*. In your 
Consultation of the 3d May we find among the various extortionate practice*, 
the most extraordinary one of burjaut, or forcing the natives to buy good* 
beyond the market price which you there acknowledge to have been frequently 
practiced. 

1 1 In your resolution to prevent this practice you determine to forbid it 
hut with such Care and discretion a* not to affect the Company s Investment 
a* you do not mean to Invalidate the Right derived to the Company from then 
Phirmaund which they have always held over their Weaver*” A* the Company 
arc known to purchase their investment by ready money only we require a full 
explanation how this can affect them or how it ever could have been practiced 
in the purchase of their investment which the latter pan of Mr Johnstone* 
minute entered on Consultation the 21st July 1764 insinuates, for it would 
almost justify a *u*piaon that the good* of our servant* have been put off to 
the wearer* in part payment of the Company* Investment, therefore we direct 
you to make a rigid scrutiny into thi* affair that we may know if any of our 
servant* or those employed under them have been guilty of such n breach of 
trust that their name* and all the circumstance* may be known to us. 

12. Wc also order you to give u* the particular instance* which hare 
confirmed you in your opinion that the bur j out ha* been practiced that wc 
may know whose agent* they were, and whether the agent* who practiced 
it were countenanced and protected in it by their master*. 

13 Mr Johnstone* minute on Consultation the 21st July 1764 cannot 
escape our notice wherein he say*. "The support of these and our other 
Pmdedges in their full extent against the Usurpations of the late Nabob 
engaged u* in thu unhappy War and after »o many valuable Live* loit In the 
defence of them I shall ever be against parting with them or liazardlng the 
Los* of them without greater and better cause than ha* yet appeared, and till 
after Wc have found by Experience that all other Remedies are In rain" 

14 As the pnriledge* here meant principally relate to the unwarranted 
inland trade in which our own servants hare been so generally concerned 
greatly to the prejudice of the Company by inrolnng their affairs In dlstrnse* 
and difficulties and manifestly injurious to the country government of which 
every one of you cannot but be fully sensible we *ay wc cannot avoid taking 
notice of the said opinion ns by it Mr Johnstone seems to persevere in atl 
events to prefer the pnratc interest of individual* to the general good, so far 
as respects the said inland trade. If Mr Johnstone continue* In these setiti 
merits, as from the general tenor of hu conduct we hare but too much reason 
to apprehend he cannot but be looked upon as a dangerous servant therefore 
if be or anr othcT person shall persist In carrying on a trade which as before 
observed has been attended with so many bail consequence* we would hare 
him or them dismissed the Company s service 
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15 Wc shall say nothing further at present on the inland trade, till that 
important subject shall hate been taken up by Lord Clive and the gentlemen 
of the Select Committee, only to obsene, that the regulations proposed m 
Consultation the 17th October 1764 of confining the trade of our servants in the 
article of salt to the capital cities of Patna, Dacca and Moorshedabad on paying 
the Nabob 2pa per cent, is a manifest disobedience of our orders of the 8th 
February then under your deliberation, which positively forbid all trade 
in salt, beetle nutt and tobacco Nor docs it by any means obviate the Nabob’s 
objections arising from the distress of the poor and the injury to his revenues, 
for if you pay onl) 2'/ 2 per cent and the country people 20, or perhaps 40 per 
cent it is as much a monopoly as ever 

16 For other licenced trade \\c think it necessary to establish, diat all 
trade to be carried on within die provinces where factories arc established, 
shall be earned on by our sonants at such factories, and their agents only, 
who shall transact the business of our other servants on receiving the established 
commission, and on any refusal to accept with commission, or any tendency 
to monopolize, the servants of Calcutta, or other parts, arc at liberty' to send 
their own black gomastahs who arc nevertheless to be accountable for their 
conduct to the Company’s servants widun whose jurisdiction they reside All 
districts not comprehended within the jurisdiction of each subordinate, shall 
be considered as within the jurisdiction of the Board of Calcutta, diat no 
dtishcks shall be given but for articles of import and export, as was formerly 
practiced, and you are to send us a list of whatever falls under this deno- 
mination 

17 Wc are much concerned for the death of Jafiier Aly Cavvn, 3 the more 

to for die critical juncture at which it happened while die army was at so 
great a distance The acknowledging Ins son 4 seems to have been the most 
prudent measure for preserving die tranquility of die country We wish 
this circumstance may have checked your views of conquering Souja Dovvla's 
country for the King, a scheme which seems to exclude all possibility of peace, 
which alone can make our successes profitable , nor are wc without our 
apprehensions, that you may be led on to support the King m his claims 

to the whole empire, for as you have by taking possession of the Gauzepoor 

country deviated from our repeated orders and departed from the spirit 
of our political views not to enlarge our conquests, so we know not what 
bounds can stop you when our orders proved ineffectual 

18 The converting die temporary assignment of five lacks per month mto 

a perpetual one, would be an enlargement of our revenue that would be 

flattering indeed, could we persuade ourselves it was consistent with that 

permanency which is our only object, and with the peace of the country , but 
unless we find you adopt some system which clearly marks out the barriers of 
the country government and ours, how they may aid and support each odier 
and unite their strength agamst all foreign enemies, we shall deem those 
advantages merely temporary, and this height of prosperity subject to a fatal 
reverse, the first check our arms may meet with 

19 As our servants have too readily laid hold of every opportunity to 
exact contributions or procure donations from the late Nabob, we hope nothing 
of this kind has happened upon the succession of his son the present Nabob , 
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however we would have you make the strictest enquiry therein and inform 
us of every circumstance if any such exactions have been made and m 
particular the names and conduct of all and every the several persons concerned, 
and oblige them to refund the amount thereof into the Company's cash for 
our further orders. 


London 

24th December 1765 
(Per Lioness 
Hampshire 
Cruttenden 
and Lord 
Camden ] 


We are. 

Your loving friends, 

Hy Crabb Boulton / Geo. Dudley / 
Thos. Rous / Cha. Cutts / Hcny Sav 
age / Fredk. Pigou / J Purling / John 
Harrison / Rob Jones /John Stephen 
son / Hen. Hhdley / John Roberts / 
Charles Chambers / Thos. Saunders / 
George Cuming / E. H Cruttenden / 
Luke Scrafton / Wm. Webber / Jos. 

DuPnf / Edwd. Whcler 


17 

LETTER DATED 15 JANUARY 1766 

Our President and Council nt Fort William in Bengal 

I Our last letters to you were dated the 24th ultimo and went to the 
Publkk and Separate Departments by the ships Ijtoness and Hampshire to Fort 
Sl George triplicates whereof you will receive by the ship Cruttenden now 
under dispatch the above ships sailed on their respective voyage the ( 1' 

2. This ship as before advised you is directed to call at Madeira to take 
in the 125 pipes of wine intended for the use of our Presidency at Fort Sl 
G eorge. For the particulars of our consignments to you on this ship you are 
referred to the invoices and bills of lading enclosed 

3 When die consignments to Fort Sl George on this ship arc landed, 
wc have directed the President and Council to give the commander orders to 
make the best of hts way to Bengal without loss of time. 

4 With respect to the recruits on this ship we have acquainted our 
President and Council at Fort Sl George they arc either to be detained there 
or forwarded to you as the situation of our affairs may render absolutely and 
really necessary lor the general interest of the Company 

5 If it will be more for the Company s interest the President and Council 
at Fort St George arc to forward the said recruits and any number the ship can 
carry in addition to them to you in which case likewise we have directed them 
as be foremen t hi ned to dispatch the ship with the utmost expedition. 

6. Notwithstanding what wc liaTc mentioned with respect to the consign 
nicnt of this ship the CnittmJen if the President and Council at Fort St George 
shall End it will be more for the Company s interest to dispatch her directly 
from tliat Presidency with a cargo of coast goods wc hare directed them to do 
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so accordingly, and in such case the consignments and recruits for you are to 
he forwarded by the first good comcyanccs that offer 

7 The ship Butt, Capt Patrick Maitland, from Bengal having for consider- 
able time been beating m the mouth of the Channel against contrary winds, 
with a sprung main mast and being short of provisions, put in at Crook Haven 
m Ireland the 1st instant, and this morning the purser brought to this house all 
the packets bv the said ship 


London, 

15th January 1766 
[Per Cruttenden , 
Lord Camden 
and Pigo/] 


We are, 

Your loving friends, 

Hy Crabb Boulton / Geo Dudley / 
Tlios Rous / Rob Jones / Cha Cutts / 
Heny Savage / Fredk Pigou / John 
Harrison / John Manslnp / Edwd 
Wilder / Hen Hadley / Tlios Saun- 
ders / John Roberts / Charles Cham- 
bers / George Cuming / J Pardoe / 
Luke Scrafton / Jos DuPrd /EH 
Cruttenden / John Stephenson / J 
Purling 


18 

LETTER DATED 21 JANUARY 1766 

Condemn unlicensed trade — order search of the Cruttenden for unlicensed 
goods 

OUR President and Council at Fort William m Bengal 

Notwithstanding the great pains taken by the Court of Directors to prevent 
the commanders and officers of the Company’s ships carrying out any unlicensed 
goods, the many examples which had been made of such persons who had been 
already detected and the vigorous measures they are still pursuing to the same 
purpose, we are well assured that this pernicious practice is still carrying on 
and in particular we are to acquamt you that m a day or two after the dispatch 
of the ships Havannah, Hawke and Cruttenden, we received certain information 
that a cutter named the Good-Intent sailed from the river, laden with bales and 
cases, part of the contents whereof consisted of one hundred and fifty pieces of 
cloth, five hundred stuffs and five hundred serges and that she was to follow 
the said ships m order to put on board one or other of them her said cargo after 
their departure from Gravesend but the Cruttenden is more particularly pointed 
at in the said information You are therefore hereby positively ordered and 
directed upon the arrival of the said ship at Bengal to make the strictest enquiry 
and search for the said goods and any others which may have been received 
on board without the Company’s licence, in domg which you are to pursue 
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the direction* laid down in the Court s letter of the 13th December last, examin- 
ing however all the passenger* in the most solemn manner upon oath and 
whatever private trade you find more than is licensed you arc to seize It for 
the Company s use and advise us of every circumstance of your proceedings 
herein as directed in our said letter 


We are. 

Your loving friends. 

The Secret Committee of the United 
East India Company 
Hy Crabb Boulton / Geo Dudley / 
London Thos. Rous / Heny Savage / Rob. 

the 21 *t January 1766. Jones / Clio. Cutts. 


19 

LETTER DATED 19 FEBRUARY 1766 

Illicit trade aboard Company *s skips end country vessels — administration 
at the aurangs — transfer of Narcab Vaztds country to Shah Alam not justified— 
folly of the treaty until Shah Alam — disapprove the appointment of t ndepen 
dent diwans — treaty rcith Najmud Daulah — prohibit inland trade m salt, 
betel nut and tobacco — Spencer's conduct in Bengal — disapprove concessions 
made to the Burdxcan Raja in collection of revenue — case of Major Camac 
declining to serve as Commander under Vansittart — concern over high 
mortality among the recruits on board the Anson— reduction t n salaries of 
various officers — restitution account of I7S7 to continue— request for more 
details about revenue — forbid the practice of sending to private persons accounts 
of Company s affairs in India — case of Radluscharan Mttra — opinion on HohreV 
and others recervmg large sums from Mir Qasim for enthroning him 

Our President and Council at Fort William in Bengal 

I By the Cruttenden which proceeded on her voyage from the Downes the 
2Sth ultimo we transmitted our last advices of the 15th January bst duplicate 
and triplicate whereof go in the packets by these ships the Pigot and Lori 
Camden The Lioness and Hampshire with our letters to you dated the 24th 
December hit hy a \ cry tedious passage from Gravesend were prevented sailing 
from the Downes umlt the 19ih January following, 

2. Tlie lx>rd Camden Is conugncd to Fort William hut we have thought 
proper to give the commander directions to proceed first and make the best of 
las way to Fort Sl George to deliver our packet directed to the Govcrnour and 
Council of that Presidency and alto to afford them on opportunity of supplying 
tlicmsclrrs with all or any nan of the military rrcTuhs on board tliat ship 
if they are more immediately wanted there- tlian in Bengal In doing whkh 
tlicy arc to u»c the utmost expedition ami then they arc to glvr Captain Smith 
orders to proceed without Ion of tunc to Fort William 
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3 Scvcntyfive pipes of vidonia wine for Fort St George being laden on 
the Pigot, we lia\e consigned her to that settlement to land the same , but the 
other seventy five pipes widi the principal part of her remaining cargo bemg for 
the use of your Presidency, they are to use the greatest expedition m unloading 
the said consignments and likewise landing such of the military recruits as they 
may hat c a real occasion for, and then they are to give the commander orders 
to make the best of his way to Bengal 

4 But should it appear more for the interest of tire Company to send the 
recruits by the said two ships, with any addition thereto, to Bengal, the President 
and Council of Fort St George arc directed to do so accordingly, and m that case 
they are to dispatch die above ships with the utmost expedition Our meaning 
is that dicy are not to detain one ship for the odicr, but dispatch them 
separately as soon as diey arc respectively ready 

5 Considering the great scarcity of provisions at St Helena, and the 
increased number of our returning ships which annually call there, we have 
recommended it to die commanders of die Lord Camden and Pigot, also to 
the commanders of all the Bombay ships of dns year, if the season will admit of 
it, to put in at die Cape of Good Hope in their homeward bound voyage, and 
there recruit their victualling stores in such a manner, as to want but little at 
St Helena as it will be die means of relieving die garrison and inhabitants 
and prevent disappointment to themselves, but diey are nevertheless m all 
events to call at St Helena , and we have informed die captains of die above 
ships, that if diey carry some live stock thidier on our account, to be paid for by 
the Governour and Council, it will be very agreeable to us, and in case of their 
gettmg a supply at the Cape as beforementioned, their stay at St. Helena is 
to be proportionably shortened You are to remind the said commanders 
of the above and all die former ships of this season, widi any odiers which 
come under your management without the said orders are to have direcdons 
to act conformable thereto 

6 In our letter of the 15di January you were acquainted with the Bute’s 
arrival at Crookhaven, by that ship we received your advices of the 1 1th March 
1765 from the General and Separate Departments, upon which we shall now 
make some observations 

7 The late departure of the Bute from Bengal River occasioning a 
passage homewards of so great a lengdi of time through the Bay as to oblige 
Captain Maitland to seek for provisions and water at the French Islands, from 
whence he had a very tedious voyage to St Helena, makes it necessary to 
remind you of our former recommendations to attend to a more early dispatch 
of our shipping by every seasonable preparation for it, and to the appointment 
of such for the latter consignment as from the circumstances of then situation 
may put a risque of passage out of the question, whereby the mconvemencies 
and disappointments we are otherwise subject to will more certainly be 
avoided 

8 By the return of a large number of bales, which Captain Maidand 
alledges there was not tonnage for in the Bute, without the least description 
thereof m the invoice or by separate account of then species, marks and 
numbers, we have been put under very great difficulty m publishing the 
particulars of the cargo We should by no means have a second instance 
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after the dispatch of the Crutlcnd.cn for the Coast and Bay, and the Havannah 
and Hawke for Fort Marlborough and China, information was given that a 
vessel laden with bales and cases was following the said ships in order to put 
aboard one or other of them her said cargo after their departure from 
Gra\cscnd, but die Cruttcndcn was more particularly pointed at in the said 
information In order to prevent a discovery of dns transaction before the 
ships final departure from England, our Committee of Secrecy writ to you 
upon the occasion by die Cruttcndcn under date of the 21st January (as per 
copy of dieir letter m this packet) which letter we hereby ratify and confirm, 
and shall accordingly expect die orders and directions are strictly carried 
into execution respecting the Cruttcndcn , we have writ to the same 
purpose to die President and Council at Fort St George, as likewise to the 
Persident and Council of Fort Marlborough so far as regards the other 
two ships 

13 Our Secret Committee in dieir said letter directed that all the 
passengers should be examined in die most solemn manner upon oath This 
examination upon oath is so proper a measure diat it must be absolutely 
observed as a standing order upon die arrival of every ship notwithstanding 
the latitude implied in our letter of the 13th of December last, by the 
expression there used of it’s being to be done if you find it necessary , and we 
add diat by the word passengers, military officers are meant as well as all 
other passengers on board our ships We furdier direct diat all such examina- 
tions upon oath arc to be transmitted to us in duplicate 

14 We have great reason to believe diat in order to conceal the illicit 
goods carried out m our shipping die same is transhipped aboard country ships 
or vessels and from them landed at our setdements We give you this hint 
that you may and we expect you do take such effectual measures for their 
discovery and seizure m die same manner as if such illicit trade is found aboard 
or landed directly from our own shipping And as we mean all illicit trade 
should be detected not only in the ships bound direedy from hence to your 
Presidency, but likewise those bound to our others, if therefore any such shall 
be found on board any country ship or ships, and upon a strict examination 
shall appear to belong to the commanders, officers or odiers of any of our 
ships which went from England, you are to proceed as before directed And 
for our better information and satisfaction you are not only to transmit us a 
full account of what you may so discover, but you are likewise to send us 
exact and true accounts from time to time of all European goods landed 
from country ships And further as this illicit trade we are satisfied 
cannot be carried on without the assistance or connivance of the Com- 
pany’s servants, or others under the Company’s protection, we positively 
order and direct that if any of our servants are detached therein, let their 
stations be what they may, they be immediately dismissed the service and 
forthwith sent to England, if free merchants or others, our protection is to 
be withdrawn and they also be forthwith sent to England, and if natives 
or black people they are to be immediately banished from the Company’s 
settlements 

15 The ships Success, Fort William, Pnnce of Wales and Lord Anson, 
which we hired to carry recruits for your Presidency, and sailed from hence 
in May 1764 touched at the Canary Islands or other places under the pretence 
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of refreshing the people on board but we are well assured the principal new 
was to take in illicit trade. You arc therefore (if you hare not already done 
it) to male a strict enquiry into the same, and particularly to examine upon 
oath the military officers and other passenger* on the said ships and though 
it may be too late for seizing such illicit trade you arc to send us in 
duplicate a full true and exact account of your proceedings on such 
enquiry together mth the name* of the persons concerned and if any of 
the commanders or others belonging to the said ship have been or shall 
be found to be the proprietor* of such llhat trade they arc to be forthwith 
sent to England. 

16. We have permitted Mr Edmund Matthews late chief mate of the 
ship Elizabeth, which was burnt some tune since in Canton River to proceed 
to India to j*et his living In the seafaring way As he Is a man of character 
and ability in his profession we would have him employed In the marine 
service either at your Presidency or that of Fort St George in such station 
wherein his services may be useful or wanted. If therefore he applies to you 
our said recommendation is to be duly observed. We have writ in Idee manner 
to our President and Council at Fort St. George. 

17 1 our supply to the West Coast of 200 chests of ophlum by the Leopard 
was commendable. We rely on )our continuing to comply with the indent* 

from thence according to our frequent recommendations, 
March iwifW « ant * 33 onr Pr^^ency there has advised a disappointment 
in the procuring timber for the works from Batavia unable 
io point out any other method we directed them to apply to you and Bombay 
for such a* should be wanted lou arc therefore not to fad answering their 
demands for this article m particular by all opportunities. 

18 Since sending you our list of investment to be made at ytxir Prest 
dency some remarks arc made on the goods received by the Devonshire and 
I ansittart and some additional instructions have thereupon occurred which 
arc communicated in a separate article herewith sent to which all due obser 
lance and obedience are to be had and paid 

19 It u a very pleasing circumstance to us to see the atirungs arc so well 

supplied and that we liavc a proipcct of a full investment 
Do, Para. 18. next year for our mercantile affairs ought always to be ymir 
first object 

20 We arc much alarmed at the mention made of large outstanding 
debts at the mining* you must send us a particular account thereof and a* 

we fear it is a great awl growing cnl we expect you W1 'l 
I>» Para. M. tale it Into vour most scrum* cons tderat inn lvow to prevent 
it The method you propose of sending covenant serranti 
to the mining* we cannot entirely approve from mir apprehensions that very 
few of osir junior servants will be found qualified for the discharge of such » 
mm which requires knowledge of the language of the manufacture and 
more prudence and discretion than Is generally to be found at their yvars 
liens ever some method must l>e found out to enntroul the gamattohi and J** 1 
our Investment on a proper footing 

21 No surer** in carrying on the war against Sujah Demi* to g»tc h*» 
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coumrv to the King enn justify the measure Sujah Dow la’s letter of the 3rd 
of January offering to withdraw his protection from Cossim 
Scj)tc_ Comulm- AIK, to enter into friendship with )ou and join your army 

1765 1/1,1 ni r% m pursuing him. was the opportunity that ought to ha\e 

been embraced for putting an end to the war, that passed, 
\our fatal engagements with the King were left to operate with their utmost 
force, all sjght of the Company’s interest was from that moment lost, and 
one error has plunged you into main more The reply you make to the above 
offer of Sujah Dow la when \ou demand he shall put them to death, vve cannot 
suppose* sertoush meant, for if the law of hospitality foibad his dclnering 
them up, surely it forbad his murdering them 


22. In Consultation the 28th January, mention is made of some subse- 
quent letters from Sujah Dowla to Major Fletcher which arc but slightly 
mentioned therein, and appear nowhere entered on your correspondence, the 
onK observation made on them is that you were too far engaged with the 
King to recede In the last letter we m general terms condemned this treaty 
with the King, and flattered ourselves you would have seen the folly thereof, 
or Mecr JafTier’s death or the arrival of Lord Clive would have prevented 
the execution of it, but being disappointed in our expectations, we now shall 
give vou our sentiments at large The dispossessing Sujah Dowla of his 
country is, vve apprehend, breaking down the strongest barrier we could have 
had against the Afghans, Morattas and all the invaders of the empire who 
were checked from penetrating into the eastern provinces by a power so res- 
pectable as his was throughout Indostan The raising the King on his rums 
renders this danger still more striking, because all the northern powers are 
Jus natural enemies being attached to the vizier Gaz-o-dm Cawn, and you 
own yourselves, in the reply to Mr Gray’s minutes in Consultation the 20th 
February 1765 that though the title to the crown is contested, all parties seem 
to unite in opposing the claim of him you acknowledge king, and it is to be 
feared they will come down upon him before his strength is confirmed, and 
thus you may have drawn the wars that have so long distracted die nordiern 
countries to your own frontiers 


23 We have no opinion die King can possibly maintain himself without 
your utmost assistance, nor do we imagine Sujah Dowla is so reduced as not 
to make head again, and the result will be, vve shall have a war to maintain 
six hundred miles from our own setdement, from the success of which no 
possible advantage can be derived, and one defeat may be die total loss of 
the provinces 

24 In your engagements with the King, we remark the stipulation for 
Septc Lre from t ^ ie ch 31 ^ 3 °f the war was unsettled, and we have much 

11th March 1765, reason to apprehend the whole expense will be left on the 
Para 4 Bengal Government 


25 We now come to consider die measures you took on the death of 
Jaffier Ally Cawn We could have wished the succession had been left un- 
determined until Lord Clive’s arrival, but if it was absolute- 
ly necessary to come to a sudden determination, and that 
some one must be immediately acknowledged Soubah, it 
was consistent with the faith we owed the father to adopt the succession he 
Vol IV— 10 
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designed, and the inexperience of the young Soubah conndcrcd you did nght 
to appoint him a regent, but in the choice of Mahmud 
Reza Cawn 1 wc think you pawed too slightly over the charge 
urged against him of being »o very defiaent in account 
mg for the revenues of the province of which he had been 
Gorernour 

26. The appointing of independant duaru appears highly improper to 
us for it is intruding on the power of the regent, weakening his government 
and tending to anarchy nor can we conceive that any Englishman is master 
enough of the forms of government to undertake the dividing thbir depart 
menu without introducing confusion. 

27 With respect to the treaty with Nazem-o-Dowla,’ it is proper here to 
insert at length the 5th article which runs m these words “I do ratify and con 
firm to the English the Privilege granted them by their Phirmaund and severs! 
Husbulhookums of carrying on their Trade by means of their own Dustick free 
from all Duties, Taxes or Impositions m all Pans of the Country excepting in 
the Article of Salt on which a Duty of 2^4 percent is to be levied on the Rovrnna 
or Houghly Market Price.'’ Thu fifth article is totally repugnant to our orders 
contained in our General Letter by the Kent and Lafnctnj* dated 1st June 1764 
m which we not only expressed our abhorrence of an article In the treaty with 
Mccr Jaffier literally corresponding with the present 5th ankle but in positive 
terras directed you in concen with the Nabob to form an equitable plan for 
carrying on the inland trade and transmit the same to us accompanied by 
such explanations and remarks as might enable us to give our sentiments and 
directions thereupon. Wc must remind you too that in our said General 
Letter vve expressly directed that our orders in our letter of the 8th of Fcbru 
ary preceding, which were to put a final and effectual end to the inland trade 
in salt bccde»nut and tobacco and in all other articles produced and consumed 
in the country should remain in force until an equitable and satisfactory 
plan could be formed and adopted as therefore there is nor the least latitude 
given you for concluding any treaty whatsoever respecting this inland trade 
wc must and do consider what you have done as an expreu breach and nob 
uon of our orders and as a determined resolution to sacrifice die interest of 
the Company and the peace of the country to lucrative and selfish views. 

28 Thu unaccountable behanour puts an end to all confidence in tlmse 
who made thu treaty and forces us to resolve on measures for die support of 
our authority and the preservation of die Compjny We do therefore pro* 
nouncc that every servant concerned m tlvat trade stands guilty of a breach 
of hu covenant with us and of our orders nnd in consequence of this rr*olu 
twn we positively direct that if time treaty is now subsisting )<>u male a 
formal renunciation l»y some solemn act to be entered on your records of all 
right under the said treaty or otherwise to trade in salt bcrtk*nut anil 
tnliacco and that you transmit this renunciation of that part of the 
treaty in form to the \al>ob in the Persian language wliatem gorrmmrni 
may lie established or whatever unfnrsem circumstances mar arise it 1« 
resolution to prohibit and we do alnolutelv prohibit this trade of salt l<vtk 
nut and tnliacco and of all articles that arc not for export and import accord 


Ljts. tram the 
Nabob and Mah 
mud Hera Cawn. 
Reed. 30th Deer 
1764 
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mg to die spirit of the phirmaund, which does not in the least give any latitude 
whatsoever for carrying on such an inland trade , and moreover we shall deem 
every European concerned dierem, directly or indirectly, guilty of a breach 
of his covenants, and direct that he be forthwith sent to England, that we 
may proceed against him accordingly , and every native who shall avail him- 
self of our protection, to carry this trade on widiout paying all the duties due 
to the Government equally with the rest of the Nabob’s subjects, shall forfeit 
that protection and be banished die settlement And we direct that these 
resolutions be signified pubhckly diroughout the setdement 

29 Widi respect to the 1 1th article of die treaty, which settles the resti- 
tution for private losses, we gave you our sentiments on that subject very 
fully m our letter of the 24th December, m which we remam confirmed, 
and our orders lelative thereto stand m full force We also continue m the 
same sentiments upon the donation to the navy, which we see is again taken 
up m die instructions to die Resident at die Durbar 

30 We repeat that we have lost all confidence in those servants which 
nodnng can restore but a strict obedience to our orders and a more scrupulous 
attention to die Company's true interests In die mean time and until their 
conduct shall have reinstated them in our good opinion, we must and do rely 
solely on our President Lord Clive and the Select Committee, whom we do 
hereby invest with all requisite powers for securing to the Company all sums 
paid on account of restitution till our orders are known We further expect 
that diey shall give us a clear investigation of the motives that influenced 
the Governour and Councd to engage m a treaty with the King so repugnant 
to our true interest. That they shall examine into die reasons of die Burdwan 
lands being let so low as thirty two lacks, when by the accounts transmitted to 
us the collections exceeded fifty lacks We also rely on the Committee to 
put a stop to die shameful demand made on the Nabob for the navy and 
supported by the Councd to their great dishonour And if any further cor- 
rupt or oppressive practices come to their knowledge, diat they suspend those 
who shall appear guilty of them, and give us the fullest information thereof 
And lasdy we cannot avoid taking notice that the late President and Councd 
neither acknowledged the receipt of the covenants relative to the receiving 
presents from the country government nor have they taken the least notice 
of them We hope there is no further meaning in this neglect than die defer- 
ring it till Lord Clive’s arrival, yet when we consider the total disregard of 
our most solemn orders on the most important subjects we know not where 
their disobedience will stop 

31 We have received two letters from Mr Spencer, 3 the first dated the 
5th February 1765, the last the 14th March, copies of which we enclose for your 
information As they bodi urge his own merit m so strong a manner we find 
ourselves obliged to give our sentiments on his conduct m Bengal 

32 He came down to that settlement with the general good opmion of 
the world, and with our approbation of his conduct during his service at 
Bombay, with this peculiar advantage, that he was free from all the embarrass- 
ments and the party spirit that prevaded m Bengal and had the plain path 
of the Company’s interest before him We shall therefore recapitulate the 
censure we have passed on that part of the administration of our affairs m 
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inform Mr Majendie of his inattention and let him know he must be more 
careful for the future 


38 The President and Council of Fort St George having employed 
Mr Dalrymple, one of our covenant servants on that establishment, to explore 
the Eastern Seas, and he having entered into some engagements with the 
Sultan of Xolo 4 , we have thought proper on account of many difficulties which 
have occurred, for the present to decline engaging the Company m a trade 
to diat and other circumjacent islands , it would therefore without an express 
prohibition he open to our servants and others trading under our protection 
But as we have too much reason to apprehend that adventures of this kind 
may be undertaken by men of desperate fortunes, who by their imprudent 
and violent conduct are apt to enter mto broils with the natives and leave 
impressions on their minds m no wise advantageous to the character of the 
nation, it is therefore our meaning and express orders that none be suffered 
to trade m those seas without a particular pass or licence for that purpose from 
you or one of our other Presidencies (to whom we now give the like caution) 
And if ever you should attempt or permit any such trade to be undertaken, 
we charge you to be extremely careful that such persons only be employed 
whose prudence you can rely on, that so the natives may not be alienated 
from us nor cause of jealousy be given to the Dutch or Spaniards 


39 When we consider the very heavy expence diat falls on the Company 
m building the New Fort, and that it is designed for the general benefit and 
security of the whole setdement, we think it but just and reasonable that the 
inhabitants should contribute a proportion of the expence We are not suffi- 
ciently informed of the number of the inhabitants or dieir abilities to bear it, 
but give you dus general observation, leaving it to you to consider the mode 
of doing it m the manner die most equitable and the least burthensome to 
the poorer class And it is proper here to observe diat a temporary assess- 
ment or contribution was voluntarily submitted to by die inhabitants m the 
year 1743 to defray the expence of a ditch made to secure the town of 
Calcutta against the invasions of the Morattas, which may be some guide 
to you m considermg our said recommendation 


40 Your intention of easing us of the large expence of the construction 
of a fort at Burdwan is satisfactory by agreeing according to plans presented 
on the means of effectually securing the factory from any 
Lre from 11th sudden irruptions of a country force, though no estimate 
of the expence appears to have been laid before die Board 
We persuade ourselves the matter could not have been 
determined unless the charges were previously well considered of, and this 
accordmg to former orders is a rule never to be departed from, diat expensive 
buildings may not be begun before their cost has been perfecdy ascertamed 


March 1765 Para 
17 


41 On this occasion you speak of plans having been laid before you, and 
m several former mstances have done the like, which leads us to observe that 
a very slight respect has been shewn to the frequently 
do repeated orders given for transmitting copies of all such as 

have been and shall be made and laid before die Board, which has only been 
done of the works at Calcutta and the survey of Chittagon[g], yet it has appear- 
ed to us that such have been m private custody here, particularly the survey of 
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the Calcutta land*. You will therefore be deemed highly culpable In for 
bearing to pay the attention due on this important point by furnishing us 
with copies of all draughts, plans and surveys m your custody made of out 
works, lands or of any other land whatsoever 

42. We are very much surprised at and highly disapprove the concessions 
you have made to the Burdwan Rajah We gave you our sentiments on your 
conduct in collecting the revenue* of that province m out 
letter of the 24th December last We think this so glaring 
a neglect of our interest that we direct the Committee to 
make it an object of their enquiry what could have induced you to accept 
any such terms when the cutchcrry receipts sent annually to the Board hare 
made it evident that the Rajah collected more than fifty lacks on his tenants. 
What you write us of the sallamy to be paid on the birth of a son to the Rajah, 
is like many other things relative to the Burdwan province so obscure that 
we do not comprehend it and therefore require an explanation if it is meant 
that the sallamy is to be at the ex pence of the Company it will add to our 
dissatisfaction at your conduct relative to that province. 

43 Since writing our letter of the 13th December 1765 wherein you 
were advised of our having appointed the twenty three young gentlemen 
therein named wnters upon your establishment we have appointed anotheT 
inzt William Wynne who is to take rank on the said list next below Samuel 
Mich cl L and as he had our permission to proceed in 1764 to Bengal covenants 
to be executed by him ore enclosed m the packet by the Lord Camden. 


44 Although we apprehend upon receiving the wnters we have appoint 
cd this season in addition to the covenant servants at present standing on 
your list you will hate a sufficient number of aril servants to carry on the 
business of the Presidency yet we would have you give us your sentiment* 
thereon that wc may either send more or withhold our hands for some time 
and m giving such information you arc to particularize the several office* 
and departments and how many it is necessary to station to each. 

45 ^ou recommend Francis Gladman who has wrote for some time under 


\our Secretary to be appointed a covenant servant as wc 
llth know nothing of him wc do not think proper to comply 
with your recommendation and we direct that you inform 
us how he came to Bengal and what were your motives for 
employing him and if you find he had not our licence to reside in India you 
are to send him to England 


Lit from 
March 1 65 Par«- 
27 


46. At the instance of the friends of the Revd. Mr Thomas Blomef 
one of our eliaplains at Bombay wc have agreed to remove him from thence 
to fill up the vacancy of Chaplain at Fort \\ illlam and do now give direction* 
accordingly to Bombay for hu repairing to Bengal on his arrival there he i* to 
be appointed Second Qiaplain at the Presidency 


47 With respect to Mr Planted s application and ymtr recommendation 
for his haring the same standing on jour cstabhdiment in die rank nf cmr 
l-rr frrxn l|ih nant a * he would have had from the lime of 

Mirth I 65 T*jrs appointing him a factor for Bombay and to rl«e In die *crtkr 
J in the mual course we cannot comply dwvrwidi ** '’ r 

our letter of the 9th March 1763 he was appointed and fired to be the 


I 


~ 19 FEBRUARY 1766- 


151 


youngest factor upon the Bengal list only that he might have the pro- 
tection and advantages in trade enjoyed by our covenant servants However, 
as we are sensible of his merit m the attention and assiduity he has 
bestowed in the stations he has been employed in, we would have you give 
him all the reasonable encouragement his services deserve agreeable to his 
situation, m any other way than nsmg upon the hst of covenant servants, 
which as before observed we do not think proper to comply with, especially 
as we are come to a resolution that no persons m a military capacity shall for 
the future be admitted upon the civil hst at Fort St George 

48 Roger Carter Esqr having desired our permission to resign the 
Government of Fort Marlborough on account of his bad state of health and 
reside in some other part of India, we have accordmgly given him leave to 
resign, but as we cannot comply with the other part of his request, he is 
directed to return direcdy to England upon the expiration of the time It is 
our pleasure he should continue in the Government that is to say, until the 
last day of January 1767, unless a ship arrives upon the West Coast, in which 
he can take passage for England before that time, m which case he is to 
surrender up the Government upon his embarking on such ship, or as much 
sooner as may be convenient to him 

49 We are now to mform you that we have appointed Richard Wyatt 
Esqr , President and Governour of Fort Marlborough and all its dependancies 
upon die west coast of Sumatra to commence upon Mr Carter’s quitting it 
as beforementioned, and we have settled the Council m the following manner 
vizt 

50 Richard Wyatt Esqr , President and Governour as beforementioned, 
Mr Joseph Darvall, Second m Council and to succeed to the Government in 
case of a vacancy therein by the death or otherwise of Mr Wyatt, Messrs 
Robert Hay, third, George Scott, fourth, Robert Nairne, fifth, John Herbert, 
sixth, Hugh Stewart, seventh, John Guild, eighth and Stokeham Donston, 
ninth and last m the said Council 

51 In our letter to yon of the 21st November 1764, we admitted that 
Mr Henry Plowman one of our covenant servants upon the Fort Marlborough 
establishment might continue in Bengal until he had discharged the trust 
reposed m him by Mr Vansittart with respect to his private concerns We 
now confirm the same, but at the same time we direct that as soon as those 
affairs are finished Mr Plowman is forthwith to repair to his station at Fort 
Marlborough or return to England by the first conveyance that shall after- 
wards offer, which you are to signify to him, and also take care to see these 
directions are comphed with 

52 Upon the parncular application of the friends of Mr Robert Hunter 
late one of our surgeons at Fort Marlborough, we appointed him a factor 
there, but as we find he was permitted before notice of that appointment was 
received to proceed as surgeon of the Bute, and you have since appomted him 
to be a supernumerary surgeon on the Bengal establishment we now direct 
that you signify to him that he is to return forthwith to Fort Marlborough 
and take upon him the station of a factor on that establishment or that he 
return to England by the first convenient opportunity, one or other of which 
we give in charge to you to take care is complied with 
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53 lou arc in future to add to your military list the name* of all the 
cadet* unprovided for that we may know how those are preferred who we 
recommend from tune to tune, and this is the more necessary as it ha* been 
intimated that free merchants and others have been often advanced over 
the heads of those who proceed from hence with our directions to succeed in 
their turn as vacancies offer for we lay it down a* a rule that those who proceed 
under our orders arc first to be provided for unless you give us very good 
reasons to the contrary And we further direct that all the cadet* we send 
out be employed in the military service only and not suffered to enter into 
any other employment and further a regular list of the said cadets, distinguish 
mg in what manner they are disposed of must be sent us from time to time 
properly authenticated m your list of military bj the commanding officer 
for the tunc being 

54 On consideration of the case of Captain John Franas de Beck an 
officer who has served with reputation on the Fort St. George establishment 
but being a foreigner an inferior officer was advanced by the President and 
Council there, to a majority over the head of Captain de Beck on account 
only of Jus being a foreigner but as we hare since formed our troops Into 
battalions, with Colonels Lieutenant Colonels and Major* to command them 
we see no reason why officers (hough foreigners should not rise to a certain 
rank provided they arc found deserving, and have therefore directed that 
Captain de Bock do succeed to the first majority at Fort St. George that shall 
become vacant after the receipt of the letter which these ships carry thither 
but that he is not to ri«c to an higher rank in our forces than Major and tliat 
such restraint be observed as a standing rule for the future with respect to 
all foreigners which we make you acquainted with that you maj strictly 
oWne the same that u to say that no foreigner is to be promoted to an 
higher rank than Major and you arc to make it known according!) to all 
foreign officers serving in our troops under your Presidency 

55 We hate received a letter from Brigadier General Camac ditcd the 
5th February 1765 apologising for having declined to accept of our service 
for some time and auignmg as the came of his so doing tliat he could not 
resume his station with propriety or with the prospect of being of an\ utility 
while the person continued in the Presidency whom he liad rendered hi« 
inveterate enemy meaning (as we suppose) our late President Mr \anMttart 
V c find the same apology offered to you in Jim letter to the Board of the 24th 
Dcccmlwr 1764 Tim information from General Camac (witliout which we 
might have remained wJiolly ignorant tliat he had declined our sen ire) has 
led ti« into reflections on vour conduct and Jm in no wive to the advantage of 
either We can hardly impute to an involuntary onnwion your silence on 
this subject Null in vour letter* to us and on vour records We find irulrrd 
on your Consultation the 29th Octolvcr a resolution to communicate to him 
our order of the 10th April 1764 winch reinstated him and we mint suppov 
It was actordtnglv done We tnu*t mppow nl«o that he did not aurpf of srtir 
service at that time although no such matter appears puhlickle am! tJd {» 
one instance wherein toil appear to u« rTprrhenuhlc fir yrui should hare 
puhluUv in ivtrd on tiU declaring Idtmclf and whether ld« rra»on» apj»ejrrd 

r » vou sufficient or otherwjw vour revolution should liavr Ikth rrti rdnd and 
then in either ur vou wrull have firm at idx-rtv n liavr ulrn proper 
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measures concerning the chief command of the army and its operations upon 
Major Munro’s quitting it , but so far was this from being the case, that when 
you received Major Munro’s letter of the 22nd November (read in Consulta- 
tion 6th December) intimating his intention of leaving the army the beginning 
of January, you contented yourselves with writing to him to stay as long as 
he could, and suffered fourteen days more to elapse before you applied publick- 
ly to General Carnac to hold himself in readiness to proceed to the army, and 
it was the 10th of January before he was actually ready to set out from 
Calcutta In the mean time Major Munro quitted the command of the army 
which devolved on the next m rank, Sir Robert Fletcher,® whose conduct (if 
it were rash as you at first seemed to think) might probably be occasioned 
by the ardent desire of effecting something that might give him an eclat 
before he should be obhged to yield the command to another, a spirit very 
laudable when tempered with prudence, but most dangerous to our affairs if 
exerted for the sole purpose of gaining reputation or wealth, and this risque 
might as probably have been avoided had General Carnac wholly declined 
our service and m consequence thereof Sir Robert Fletcher been invested 
regularly with the command, or if General Carnac had accepted our service 
at first and been ready to take the command on Major Munro’s quitting it 

56 It appears then that from the 29th October to the 24th December, 
near two months, it remained a doubt whether General Carnac would act or 
not, and the reason he assigns to us and to you, for not accepting it sooner, 
leads us to another part of your conduct which we disapprove We must sup- 
pose the same reasons were offered to you at first, and are so far from being 
admissible that they appear to us to have the most dangerous tendency, for if 
our officers shall thin k that enmity and resentment to individuals, amongst 
those who are invested with our authority, are motives sufficient to justify them 
m wi thh olding their service, or in other words, if they entertam the notion 
that they cannot act with propriety under those whose opinions and measures 
they disapprove, this doctrine we say if admitted, strikes at the fundamental 
principle of government, which is subordination Tins is so evident that we 
are astonished how you could suffer it to be offered to you without animad- 
version on your part, but indeed when we have so much cause to complam 
of its violation m all degrees of our servants, and whilst you yourselves m the 
disregard you have manifested to our orders, set so publickly the example, 
how should it be expected that those who are subjected to you should respect 
yours? With regard to General Carnac you must signify to him that we 
highly disapprove of his apology as well for the reasons before given, as for 
the asperity of his stile especially as but a few months before. General 
Carnac himself joined with others of the Council, in requesting Mr Vansittart 
to remain m the chair 

57 We sent to Fort Marlborough this season by the ships Havannah and 
Hawke about one hundred military recruits, but being sensible they in addition 
to the present number of our military at that Presidency will very considerably 
exceed the establishment we have directed of three hundred Europeans, we 
have therefore acquainted our said President and Council that after making 
a proper reserve for deaths, they are to take the opportunity of the first and 
all convenient conveyances to send the surplus Europeans to our Presidencies 
at Fort William, Fort St George or Bombay, giving the preference, howeicr, 
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to the two first named where they will be more Immediately necessary and 
in order to prevent any difficulties that might arise at our said Presidencies 
with respect to rani, we have further diretTcd that no commission officers 
do proceed with such surplus Europeans. Should therefore any of the recruitj 
from Fort Marlborough m consequence of the above directions amvc at Fort 
St George, we have given directions to that Presidency on duly considering 
all circumstances, cither to detain them or forward them to you as shall appear 
best for the Company s service. 

58. In order to comply with your pressing demand for recruits, and as the 
ships consigned to the Coast and Bay cannot conveniently carry so many aj 
arc wanted, the Speaker and two of the latter Bombay ships are to call first 
at Fort Sl George with one hundred recruits on board each which when 
landed the ships are then to proceed to Bombay their proper consigned port 
without loss of time. As to die said recruits we have directed our President 
and Council at Fort St George, to forward all or as many as yflu may want 
by the first good conveyances. 

59 In our letter of the 24th December last )ou were directed to give us 
your reasons for entertaining Lewi* du Gloss as an assistant with the rank 
of Captain in the Corps of Engineers. Upon observing the number of persons 
employed in that branch, it is more necessary that you should be very explicit 
in your said reasons and for what particular purposes you entertained him 
which you must without fail send us. And wc further direct that when you 
want mmtnnt engineers you advise us thereof as we shall supply you from 
hence with such as you shall really want from time to time. 

60 Wc cannot without the utmost concern reflea upon the uncommon 
mortality among the recruits on board the Lord Anson by which 205 were 

lost out of 300 which were sent aboard as appears by a 
March t765 p** rc tum our Paymaster received from Captain Parka one 
7 of the military' officers who took passage on the said ship 

though in your letter of the 11th March last you say 224 
died before ha arrival in the River Wc must suppose that you did as soon 
as possible make an enquiry into what may have been the occasion of this 
extraordinary calamity fatal to so many poor creatures and attended with 
great disappointment to your Presidency But if you have not made such 
on enquiry wc direct that you immediately set about it m the strictest manna 
you are able bjr examining all such persons who may be at your Presidency 
or elsewhere within your reach who were in the Lord Anson whetha the 
captain ship* officer* and any of the ctcw or military officers, passengers and 
other*. And send u* an account of such enquiry by the first conveyance*. 

61 Captain Parka in his sakl letta a copy of which wc now semi for 
vnur information attribute* the mortahtr in a great measure to Captain 
Galbraith * not putting into the Cape beating a long time upon the west coatt 
of Sumatra, wjtliout calling at Fort Marlliorough both which he was camesde 
prrvvcd to do and hang almost destitute of any thing proper for dir men. 
Thrw circumstances man vour particular attention in the enquire rnu ore 
to make ami therefore «c shall expect rmi will Ik* vert minute therein foe 
if ther arc true wc mutt conclude the Captain and owners have not cmnpl ved 
with their agreement for laving In a sufficient stock of net a or in (or tlic 



19 FEBRUARY 1766 


155 


voyage, and that the sufferings of the poor people have been aggravated by 
Captain Calbraith’s obstinacy 


March 
8 


62 Considering your great want of recruits for the military service we 
are much concerned that the Prince of Wales was not arrived when the Bute 
left Bengal This delay m Captain Abercromby by his 
Lrc from 11th laying at the Cape of Good Hope from the 30th of Novem- 
1765 Para b er tQ ^ 13 ^ 0 £ j anuar y 1S the m0 re particular, as it 
appears by his letters to us, his people were m good health 
and he was ready to proceed on his voyage the 15th of December We take 
it for granted you have examined into the reasons for Captain Abercromby’s 
continuing so long at the Cape, which we shall expect you will fully inform 
us of by the first conveyances If contrary to our expectations no such exami- 
nation has been made, you are to set about it upon the receipt of this, and 
acquamt us with die result by the very first conveyance afterwards 


63 We find the account of salaries and gratuities has encreased of late 
years so very considerably by the practice you have fallen into contrary to 
our orders, of creating offices and annexing salaries without first obtaining our 
permission, that we have found it necessary to make the following reductions 

64 The Military Pay-Master and Pay-Master of the Seapoys in Garrison 
we see are conducted by one person, we therefore direct that you either abolish 
the last or continue them two offices annexing current rupees one thousand 
to the former and five hundred to the latter 


65 We cannot perceive by the detail of the management of the lands 
that it can require more than one person’s attendance in the duty of Secretary 
and Accountant, and therefore direct you to reduce the office of Accountant, 
or continue it and divide the salary to be to each of current rupees- 50 
per month 

66 When you advised us of your having annexed current rupees 300 
a month to the office of Persian Translator, we then recommended it to you 
to reduce it, to which we find you paid no attention As the knowledge of the 
Persian language now leads to lucrative employments, we do not think it 
necessary to hold out such great rewards for it, we therefore direct you to 
reduce it to current rupees 100 per month and his assistant to current 
rupees 50 per month 

67 As the secretaries have all such ample appointments we expect one 
of them shall at least be qualified for French Translator, and therefore that 
office and salary must be abolished, also that of Post Master which duty must 
be performed by the Assistant Secretary or one of the Sub Secretaries The 
salary annexed to the Clerk to the Committee of Works must be reduced to 
current rupees 50 per month The Sub Buxey and Sub Pay-Master of the 
Works are to go together at the salary of' current rupees 30 per month 

68 We are surprized at the great salary annexed to the office of the Clerk 
of the Court of Requests , it must be reduced to current rupees 1000 and the 
salary of Clerk to the Court of Cutcherry must be reduced to current rupees 1200 
per annum 

69 As we are desirous to have our military expences well attended to, 
we shall acquiesce m the salary given to the Deputy Commissary and shall 
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expect to see the Commissary s book* well kept up and regularly transmitted 
to us, 

70 We observe the clerkship of the Committee of Accounts is held by 
a writer who has three offices it cannot th erf ore be a very laborious office, 
and we therefore reduce the salary to current rupees 500 per annum 

71 Our good mtenuon towards our junior servants m permitting salaries 
to be annexed to offices is m a great measure frustrated by the conferring 
various offices on one servant which indicates a partiality in the distribution 
of favour* wc by no means approve and we therefore positively direct that 
none of our servants out of Council shall on any account be permitted to 
hold tiro gratuity places at one time, and ire expect to see a strict conformity 
to this order In the next account of salary wc shall receive after tin* reaches 
your 1 lands, 

72- The increase of our ex pence in surgeons for the hospitals, subordi 
nates and army has already been taken notice of m our letter of the 15th 
February 1765 and wc expect to find that you have effected the reduction there 
recommended otherwise we positively order you to reduce the pay and allow 
nnee to the head surgeons within more moderate bounds. 

73 The additional allowance of 100 rupees per month which you have 
made to the chaplains at vour Presidency appears to us very great but as you 
have represented the rasuffiacncy of their former appointment and as we are 
desirous that they should support their character in a suitable manner wc 
leave it to you to consider whether the increase of cxpcnces or the particular 
cireumitances of the present gentlemen can mnkc so large on advance necessary 

74 However necessary it might be for the Fort Williams putting in at 
Sancta Cruz and the Cape of Good Hope for supplying the recruits on board 

Lre from Ilth Wlt ^ 1 f rc *h provisions and other refreshments yet 

March 1 65 Para, your so readily allowing Captain Roch such a large sura 
■3 as £1,299 2 10 for that service and some other articles he 

supplied them with out of hn own stores without entering into any cxnmina 
non whatsoever whether the said charge was reasonable or not, especial!) a* 
it appears a shilling a day for each man during the time of the ships laying 
at the said places is included in the bcforcmcntioncd sum shews great in 
attention to the Company* interest and as a further aggravation of your want 
of care you refer us in your letter to the particulars on jour Consultations of 
which that sum is composed but upon turning thereto wc find indeed Captain 
Roch* letter entered but nothing of the account referral to so that He our 
selves for want thereof arc deprired of forming a judgment thereupon anr 
otherwise than as it appear* a part of the charge consi ted of fifteen pipes of 
winr at 250 Arcot rupees a pipe whereas the price at Sanaa Cruz eoukl not 
exceed £10 a pipe ca k and all charges included from which wc may suppose 
the rest of die article* to l>c proportionally exorbitant Wc Insist upon your 
entering into an examination of that account and to see what lias l*-cn 
unnecessary or overcharged ami if Captain Roch or anv representative s f him 
or the owner* arc In India tliat vou rremer the amount if not semi u* a 
full account of vour proceeding* a copy of the aecmint and vour opinion upon 
live whole that wc mav endeavour m recover the amount here 
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75 At the same time that you agreed to discharge the beforementioned 
sum, you ordered payment to Captain Roch of the ballance of the freight of the 
Fort William amounting to £1,645-3-8 making together the sum of £2,944-6-6 
foi which you granted certificates on us, but to shew your further negligence 
and inattention, you have not sent us a copy of the said account, as you ought 
to have done and must still do, and m drawing the said certificate, instead of 
describing that the money was paid into cash on the beforementioned accounts, 
you have expressly said it was on his indulgence, which implies it was the 
produce of his private trade, and consequently lays us under a difficulty with 
respect to the payment of die said certificate 


76 The greatest care and regularity should always be observed in drawing 
upon us for monies paid into your cash, but sorry we are to be under the neces- 
sity of saying tiiat of late but little attention has been had 
thereto, and to shew what we assert is not without 
foundation, we shall point out some particulars on account 
of die draughts by the Bute lately arrived 


Lrc from 
March 


11th 


77 You mention in your letter that you had drawn on us for the 
remainder of the twenty lacks of diat season as per register annexed, but omit 
the amount, and the register referred to is a list of bills without dates, totals, or 
being signed by you, die accountant, sub accountant or any odier person what- 
soever, by which omissions the proper checks are lost, for the future therefore 
you are to take care diat the advices in the body of your letters and the registers 
correspond with each other and diat you sign the latter as well as the letters 


78 The certificates you granted to Capt Maitland, his Chief Mate and 
Purser for money paid into cash on account of their indulgence, are drawn 
payable at ninety days sight and two shillings and four pence a rupee, whereas 
according to our former orders and constant practice, the time of payment and 
rate of exchange should be left to us to ascertain and consequently ought not 
to have been mserted m die certificates Neither these certificates or the before- 
mentioned one granted to Captain Roch are added as they ought to have been 
to the register annexed to your letter, nor are they signed by the accountant or 
sub accountant even with the initial letters of their names It is surprising 
you could venture to sign diem without so essential an authentication, and we 
positively direct that for die future the accountant or sub accountant sign dieir 
names at length to every bill and certificate that we may be assured the money 
for which they are drawn is regularly paid into cash And we further direct 
that you take care that the sums granted for bills or certificates be entered up 
to the very day of dispatch, in your treasury accounts to be transmitted by 
every ship, that they may as a further check exactly correspond with your 
letters and registers which is not the case in those by the Bute 

79 As the draughts upon us in the course of the last season amounted 
to so large a sum as twenty lacks of rupees besides those mentioned in your 
letter by the Bute for Major Munro and the officers of his regiment and the 
captain and officers of the said ship, you did well in refusing to receive any 
further sums, and here we recommend it to you in the strongest manner to 
be extremely careful to draw upon us from time to time for no more than 
shall be absolutely necessary for the Company’s service, for if you lose sight 
of that to serve individuals we shall highly resent it 
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80 As there arc some debits and credits on the ba I Lance* of your books 
endin g 1763 which arc in a great measure imaginary and prevent us £rom 
seeing the real balance of your stock we recommend to you to consider how 
far this may be remedied without any inconvenience. 

81 With respect to the account restitution 1757 though we suppose that 
most parts of it are by this tunc adjusted, yet as the manner m which this 
transaction was at first conducted has prevented the state of the several funds 
from appearing on your books it may be necessary to let the whole account 
continue as at present while the balance to the European sufferers remains 
unadjusted. 

82. But as to the credit given the Nabob Jafficr Aliy Cawn for current 
rupees 11,62,277 9 5 we do not see the expediency of your continuing the same 
on balance that sum appealing to be for pay of the army at Patna might 
properly have been earned to the credit of your campaign operations, and 
indeed we cannot account for your not doing this at the same time that you 
wrote off at once the campaign operations for several years. However if you 
should not have discharged your subsequent books of this sum or have not 
sufficient reason for its continuance, the same should be wrote off as such 
imaginary credits diminish the nett balance of your stock. 

83 Wc also observe that the expedidon against the Dutch and the 
indemnification received from them remain both on balance. If these accounts 
arc compleated and nothing further is to be paid or received on either we sec 
no reason why they may not be closed and the difference wrote off to profit and 

loss 

84 We could not but be surprised to sec account deposits stand debtor 
in a sum of current rupee* 11,674-4-6. Thu wc find to be owing to your having 
paid to that amount more than the deposits in your hands and in examining 
the several accounts comprehended under this head it appears that the over 
payment was to the estate of Major kdpatnek. In order therefore that wc 
may not suffer by the inattention of our servants at your Presidency wc expect 
that jou will without delay take every measure in your power for the recovery 
of the sum that has been overpaid but if by the length of time that has elapsed 
>ou should have lost the opportunity of applying to the proper persons in 
Bengal you must not fad to send us a regular account thereof authenticated 
under die seal of the Mayors Court together with such information as may be 
neccssanr to sujiport a demand in England. At the same time that wc mention 
this to you we must still observe that we sliall not rest satisfied with such a loss 
for in tins or in cverv other like instance of neglect wc consider our servants 
as answerable for the consequences and expect to be indemnifyed by them 

85 There arc other debits n!«o on vour !*>oks which have remained 
invariable for several vear* and ought to liavc liecn adjusted or reason* aligned 
for their continuance particularly those in the name* of John Gx>kc Adrian 
lhsdom Ioikc Scrafton awl William Watts. If these account* dial! not lu*e 
hern clowd on your later bonks tlwv must l>c immediately examined into and 
proper mcaiurr* taken for the rremerr of what slull then appear ju*tlv due 
but if from any cause you »)>ouM not Ik* able to effect the same r "> mu»t 
carefully state »uch account* and tranimh them to u* duly oudwntirarcd 
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giving us a full explanation of them and assigning the reasons why they have 
remained uncleared for so long a time 

S6 As to the balances brought from your books 1756, such as old factories 
and buildings, old outstanding debts, dadney due from the merchants, goods 
from Europe per ship Lynn 1750, chunam contract and charges law suits, though 
it may be diought expedient to continue the same, yet that we may not be 
misled m our estimate of your real stock, we would have such debits as you 
deem irrecoverable, or cannot be considered of any value, follow each other 
on your balance under die general title of desperate or bad debts, that we may 
as we shall sec occasion, give you further instructions with respect thereto 

87 We have from time to time remarked on your omission to supply us 
with several materials requisite for our better examination into the different 
parts of the transactions of your Presidency, but here we cannot avoid remind- 
ing you that as the state of your revenues is become so great an object of atten- 
tion, it is necessary that we should be acquainted widi every particular relative 
diereto, which we cannot discover by your general books even were they trans- 
mitted in due time, as diose books do not shew us what balances are out- 
standing, or the particular charges attending the collection of each respective 
revenue We therefore direct that m future you send us regularly every year 
the purgunnah accounts and those of die Committee of New Lands, digested 
in such a manner diat we may not only see the amount of the gross annual rent 
(where such is ascertained) but also the receipts and particular charges attend- 
ing the collection whereby we may also be enabled to discover the arrears of 
each revenue 

88 And here we are led to remark that had such an account been before 
you when you ordered the President to be paid his commission of 2)4 per cent 
on the nett revenues of Burdwan, Chittagong and Midnapore, you would then 
have known the exact charges and not have drawn such commission on an 
estimate of them as appears by the account entered on Consultations 12th 
March 1764 

89 The expence of your marine being to a considerable amount, and it 
being frequently necessary for us to examine into the articles of which it is 
composed, w6 likewise direct diat a copy of your Master Attendant’s books be 
every year transmitted to us 

90 As you cannot plead the want of a sufficient number of covenant 
servants at your Presidency to transact with ease the business of it, we rely 
on your punctually supplying us m future with copies of all subsidiary books 
signed by each respective officer and here we cannot but observe to you that 
all copies must be carefully compared with the originals, the neglect of which 
appears by the frequent inaccuracies that we meet with m the books you send 
us, and even m your General Books, which we have the greater cause to 
complain of, as those are or always ought to be signed by your sub -accountant, 
who should take care that they are duly examined 

91 By the balances of your accounts current with your subordinates 
(Cossimbuzar and Dacca in particular) we find that they are debited for many 
articles to a very large amount which they had not brought on them books 
This discovers such carelessness and inattention m our servants at your sub- 
ordinates as is highly blameable, and indeed we cannot acquit you of censure 
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for suffering those accounts to continue from year to year without bang 
adjusted in a proper manner 

92. But as we know not how far these differences may have been accounted 
for in their books subsequent to April 1762, we can here only direct that (in 
case this should not have been done) you immediately enter upon a strict 
enquiry into the reasons of the difference betwixt their balances and your own 
and as we have already given you orders for sending ns copies of your sub- 
ordinate books, we hope and expect to recave them in future clear of that 
irregularity and confusion, in wluch we hate such reason to fear they have 
been kept for several years. 


Supplement 


93 Since giving you an account in the beginning of this letter of a vessel s 
following the Cruttenden Havannah and Hawke m order to put aboard one 
or other of the said ships her cargo of bales and cases, we hat-c received certain 
information that the said goods were delivered on board the Cruttenden off 
Dover you arc therefore hereby directed to pursue all the directions and orders 
given in this letter that of the Secret Committee and all others referred to 
with respect to illicit trade in the most exact and punctual manner And we 
must here assure you that if through your neglect the said goods shall escape 
bang seized on the Company s account you will incur our highest displeasure 

94 And further conudermg our proceedings with respect to illicit trade 
were so well known wc look upon the receiving the said goods on board 
the Cruttenden as the highest insult upon and contempt of our authority If 
therefore it shall appear to you upon the strictest enquby as before directed 
with this addition of examining the mates and the rest of the officers of the 
»Yup in the roost solemn manner upon oath that the said goods arc actually 
on board or have been aboard and delivered before her arrival at jour port It 
is our express and positive order and upon no pretence or consideration whatso- 
ever to be dispensed with that you forthwith dismiss Captain Rowland from 
the command of the Cruttenden and send him to England by the first 
conveyance that offers excepting in the said ship and appoint his chief officer 
Captain in his room as wc are thoroughly satisfied Captain Rowland must 
cither be actually concerned in the said goods, or that he knowingly received 
or permitted them to be recaved on board or both which wc look upon in the 
same aggravating light. 


I Jr from <ih 
Tcbry r« Pars. 


95 As His Majesty s ship the Argo was sent to China so late in the season 
with such a large consignment to the China Council as ten lacks of rupees 
you did well as wc have before observed for greater security 
to semi the Cuddalore schooner to accompany her 
Although the said remittance ha* been of signal uv yet 
wc shall be glad to Ikt informed of the expence tire Company 
have l>cm put to on this occasion vou arc therefore to make a calculate of the 
freight firm orage wages am! all other charges ami rxpences wltatsoevrr 
incurred hr sending the schooner to awl in China and her return to Bengal at*! 
transmit the same to us Inr the first conveyances togaher with rmir opinion 
thereupon. 
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96 Wc have frequently represented die bad tendency of sending to 
pm ate persons accounts of our affairs in India, and forbid such practices parti- 
cularly in our letters to you under date of the 1st April 1760 paragraph 116, 
the 19di February 1762 paragraph 57 and the 1st June 1764 paragraph 48, and 
as the hks notices were communicated to our odier Presidencies, no person can 
with, propriety plead ignorance of diem Having premised this, we are to 
inform you, that wc received by die penny post from a friend of Sir Robert 
Fletcher’s, an open letter from Sir Robert, addressed to our Secret Committee, 
dated Eliabad Fort 12th February 1765, relating to the operations of the army 
under his command, so that his friend had the perusal thereof, which on no 
account whatsoever ought to have been done, and even diat m preference to 
ourselves The manner of sending this letter, e\en supposing he should 
pretend ignorance of our beforementioned orders, is so disrespectful and 
slighting, diat unless he shall give you very satisfactory reasons for this his 
imprudent and prejudicial conduct, we shall resent it in a way that will be 
very disagreeable to him, and this you arc fordiwith to communicate to Sir 
Robert and demand his reasons accordingly 

97 In order entirely to put a stop to these prejudicial practices, we now 
confirm m die strongest manner the directions we have given in our before- 
mentioned letters, and we enjoin you our President and Council to take care 
that they are strictly carried into execution for the future And you are to 
make these our orders as publickly known as possible, that no person in what- 
ever station he may be can have it in his power to plead ignorance 

98 Messieurs George Buck and Francis Swain Ward, two of the mutinous 
lieutenants late upon the Fort St George establishment, mentioned m our 
letter of the 15di February 1765, who were so deservedly dismissed the service, 
having applied to us to be reinstated, we have not only rejected their petition, 
but as persons of such turbulent dispositions may be the occasion of many 
difficulties and trouble, we have determined not to permit them ever to serve 
the Company again m any of their setdements, or be allowed to reside m or 
return to India again on any pretence or consideration whatsoever, of which 
we give you this notice that if they should get out without our knowledge, 
you are without fail to send them to England again by the first conveyance 
that offers 

99 As we have not heard any thing of the other three lieutenants vtzt 
John Bndger, Arnold Hunterman and Robert Phillips who were connected 
with and equally guilty with Messrs Buck and Ward, we shall expect upon the 
arrival of the next ships to hear if they have been found within the limits of 
your Presidency, that you have complied with the positive orders in our said 
letter of the 15th February 1765 for sending them to England, but if contrary 
to our expectations they have not been earned into execution, you are to 
enquire stnedy after them, and send them to England by the very first con- 
veyance, as persons highly unfit to reside at any of our settlements whatsoever 
We send the like orders to our other Presidencies 

100 In consequence of your request, in the 1st paragraph of the 
supplement of your letter dated 11th March 1765, we have obtained, and here- 
with send you, an attested copy of His Majesty’s free pardon for Radachurnd 
Metre 6 
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101 Upon the proceeding* transmitted to us of the General Quarter 
Session*, when the convict was tried we are to observe to you that he u Indicted 
for feloniously presenting the forged codial which u not the offence mentioned 
in the statute and therefore we must suppose this to be a mutate in the copv 
and that the indictment preferred wa* for feloniously publishing the *aid forged 
codicil a* a true one. This codial, and also all forged will* and deed* upon 
which capital indictment* are preferred should be literally set form and the 
indictment would have been quashed in our court* here for want of form In 
the present case we find no where amongst the proceeding* or in your packet 
a copy of the forged codicil, and we observe too that one of the subscribing 
witnesses to it positively swears, that Coja Solomon desired him to attest this 
codicil, Certainly the jury were the best judges of the weight that ought to 
be given to this man s testimony but upon the evidence appearing on the face 
of these proceedings without a knowledge of the credibility and character 
of the witnesses, there appears but slender legal evidence to ground a conviction 
of the prisoner upon and we are very glad you have interfered In his behalf 

102. The copy of a letter from Mr John Zephaniah Holwell r dated in 
London the 13 th April 1763 addressed to Mr John Wollaston at Bengal has 
been communicated to us, signifying he had appointed him his attorney there 
for receiving on his account the remaining part of a teep or obligation Mr 
Holwcll had obtained from the Nabob (Cossim Ally Khan) for two lacks of 
sicca rupees whereof he had received before hu departure Rs. 50,000 as a 
grateful acknowledgment for the friendship he bad shewn him and cautioning 
hlr Wollaston to use all hu prudence and secrecy in the said transaction at 
were olio the subjoined copies of a letter from Mr James Arayatt to Mr \\ arren 
Hastings (then m Bengal) dated the 2nd of March desiring to know what 
answer should be given to Mr Holwcll relative to the obligation above 
mentioned which bad been left In Mr Hatting* s management, and of a letter 
signed \\ H. supposed to be from Mr Hastings in reply thereto without date 
ligmfying that he had received a lack of rupees and accounted with him for 
it copies of all which in the manner they were laid before u« wc now transmit 
to >ou for your fuller Information in this affair 

103 The said letter* confirm us in the opinion which wc have had too 
much reason to entertain that Mr Holwcll and others received large sums of 
the late Nabob Cossim Ally Khan for seating him in the subahsfnp liy the 
dcposal of Meer Jafficr as the said revolution has been attended with infinite 
trouble and expense and there u reason to apprehend the lucradrc view of 
individuals liad too great a share in bringing it about wc do therefore positively 
direct tliat you do forthwith make the strictest enquiry in your power into 
the transaction mentioned in the said letters with respect to Mr Holwcll s 
terp for two lack* of rupees a1«o of what further sums he received from the 
Nabob br the war of donation or under any other denomination whether 
agreement in writing or otherwise in what manner they were obtained ami for 
wliat services. And you arc to transmit to us hr the first conveyances, copies of 
such rour examinations authenticated in the most solemn manner br ibr 
oaths of all persons whatsoever who know anr thing of the said affair whrihrr 
tber arc in the Ompany* urn ice or o?her«i*c and in particular of the *a*d 
Mr Amratt who is now at ymir IVadmcr A* we have Iwforc * Inc/vrd 
that there 1» too much rraton to believe others received large sums of money f n 
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bringing about or being m some way concerned in the said revolution, you are 
further hereby positively directed to make the like enquiry, and with the same 
strictness and solemnity whether any of our servants civil and military, or any 
odier persons whatsoever, have received any sum or sums of money on that 
account and what And you are to acquaint us with the names of such persons 
and the sums they have so received, together with all the circumstances 
attending the same, audienticated as before directed We are further to 
acquaint you that it is our meaning diat your enquiry is to extend not only 
to die sums received at the precise period of the said revolution, but also to 
whatever was received on diat account, whether before or after it, as we look 
upon the whole in the same light 

104 We are since informed that the beforementioned lack of rupees 
received by Mr Hastings was paid to him by Coja Petruse, who though he is 
since dead, his family must undoubtedly know of this transaction You are 
therefore to examine them in die same strict and solemn manner as before 
directed, and send us the result diereof at the same time with your other 
enquiries 

105 In our letter of die 13di of December last, we gave you an account 
of the disposition of the voyages of the several ships gone and proceedmg to 
India this season, and although we apprehend you will there find sufficient 
information and directions for their being dispatched home the same season, 
yet to prevent the least mistake in so important an affair, we now declare to 
you that it is our meaning that no other than the Osterley destined from 
Bombay to China (or m case of any accidents preventing it, some other ships 
m her room) is to be detamed a season extraordinary at any of our setdements 
on any pretence whatsoever if it can possibly be avoided, as we are determined 
to put a stop to the ranging about of our shipping from port to port, which has 
been too much practiced of late to the great detriment of the Company and 
the owners In our said letter you were directed to mutually fix upon a plan 
with our other Presidencies for dispatching home all our ships accordingly, 
which we shall depend upon being carried into execution so far as your 
Presidency may be concerned We cannot foresee the several cucumstances 
that may happen, but thus far we can say, it is our further meaning, and 
consequendy our duections that if a ship shall happen to be at your Presidency 
from any of our other setdements, and it shall be too late for her return 
to such settlement or settlements, to be dispatched home m time to save her 
passage, you are in such case, if you have a cargo for her, to dispatch her home 
from your Presidency, even though it may be something short of the charter- 
party tonnage We now give the like orders to our Presidencies of Fort St. 
George and Bombay 

106 We have acquainted our President and Council at Bombay, that in 
case the Osterley should by any unforeseen events be prevented from proceeding 
to China so early in the year 1767 as to save her passage thither agreeable to her 
present destination, m such case the Nottingham is to have the preference of 
that voyage 

107 We have likewise informed and directed them that if the Nottingham 
does not proceed to China, and arrives at Bombay in good time, they are to 
send her to your Presidency and Fort St George, either on freight, or with a 
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suitable cargo on the Company s account or parti) both to be returned back 
again in such a manner as mil make the voyage turn out most to the advantage 
of the Company and we give the like directions mth respect to employing the 
Duke of Albany in the same manner We send you and our Presidency of 
Fort Sl George this information that you raav be ready respectively to take the 
necessary measures for the Company! best advantage by the said tiro ships 
voyages. 

108. Notwithstanding this arrangement for the soyages of the Nottingham 
and Dufce of Albany it is our meaning that they arc to be employed m the 
manner pointed out provided the rule* laid down in the 105th paragraph arc 
stnctly conformed to and upon no other terms, of which you and our other 
Presidencies are to take the necessary care. 


We arc 

Your lonng friends, 

Hy Crabb Boulton / Geo. Dudley / 
Tbos. Rous / Rob Jones / Cha. Cults / 
Heny Savage / John Manshlp / Fredk. 
Pigou / F W Barrington / Thos. 
Saunders / John Roberts / J Crcswjcke / 
Edrrd Whelcr / George Cuming / J 
Pardoc / John Stephenson / Char lei 
Chambers / John Harrison / J Purling/ 
London Luke Scrafton / Hen. Hadley / E. H 

the 19th February 1766. Cruttenden / Jos. DuPre. 


20 

LETTER DATED 26 MARCH 1766 

Prohibition of ofnum in China — no free merchant to be admitted to ctvtl or 
military service without permission 

OHR President and Council at Fort William in BengaL 

I The ships Ijord Camden Pigot and Speaker left the Downes on the 
21»t of February the two first earned our letter to you in duplicate under date 
of the 19th of the same month a triplicate whereof we talc the opportunity 
of sending by the Dnonshtre which ship with die Annin ate now under 
dispatch for kort Sl Ccorgc and Bombay 

2. We hate hern r err fortun ate this season fn the carir outset of mir 
several ships a« rmi will oWnr lor the lots transmitted to you the last we 
dispatched wrrr the Oiterlry Dulr of Albany and Nottingham ditrttlr to 
Bombay which sailed from the Dmnr* on the 16th ami bih if March Wr 
hope the same good fortune will atrmd the alwnemrntkHird ship* />rt nthne 
ami dmott the emir ones if this K-awm remaining especially »• you have 
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been already advised their being ordered first to Fort St George is to land 
about 100 military recruits from each to be disposed of as mentioned m the 
58th paragraph of our letter under date of the 19th of February m consequence 
of your earnest request for recruits 

3 As it may possibly happen that the Devonshire and Anson may not 
reach the Coast of Choromandel in a proper season to land the beforementioned 
recruits, diougli we hope that will not be the case, on such a supposition, 
however, we hate given the commanders discretional orders to make the best 
of their way to Bombay , but as our only view m ordering the said ships first 
to Fort St George was to supply that Presidency and you with the recruits 
they carry we have directed our President and Council of Bombay, m case the 
ships should not be able to reach Fort St George, to carry our intentions into 
execution m the best and most expeditious manner they can by forwarding 
the said recruits either to your or Fort St George Presidency by the first convey- 
ances that offer 

4 It has been intimated to us that sundry articles of private trade to a 
large amount were put on board the Argo frigate and the Cuddalore sloop 
which attended her from Bengal to China among which was a very considerable 
quantity of opium of which no notice has been taken m any of your advices , 
a neglect that is very displeasing to us which we expect and direct you will 
in some measure attone for by immediately making a strict enquiry mto the 
several species, qualities and values of the said private trade so shipped, to whom 
they belonged with every other particular that may give us a full insight into 
this transaction, all which you are to transmit to us without fail by the first 
conveyances that offer after your receiving this letter 

5 As opium is prohibited by the Chinese Government to be imported 
m that kingdom, and the introducing it there can be only in a clandestine 
manner, we have too much reason to apprehend very bad consequences may 
result to the Company by the embarrasment of their affairs with the said 
government You are therefore to be more particularly attentive m the course 
of your said enquiry with respect to this article that we may have the fullest 
and clearest account of every circumstance relating thereto necessary for our 
information 

6 To the many disagreeable circumstances taken notice of m our letter 
of the 19th of February last with respect to the bales which Captain Maitland 
of the Bute returned as not bemg able for want of room in his ship to receive 
them aboard, and the loss of those by the foundermg of the Nancy sloop 
making in the whole 359 bales, we are to add this further mortification that it 
appears upon our Warehousekeeper’s comparing the goods received with the 
invoice and bill of lading that by much the greatest part of the said 359 bales 
were the finest part of the cargo, which you were much to blame in sending 
down last, considering the lateness of the season and the hazard they were 
thereby actually exposed to You are therefore in future to take care that 
the fine goods be sent aboard in time that if any are returned it may fall 
upon the coarse and not the fine goods 

7 In our said letter we mentioned the difficulties we were under for 
getting at the knowledge of the sorts of the goods returned, in order to prevent 
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any future neglects of this kind to what we have directed in our said letter we 
add that upon the dispatch of every ship one of our covenant servants as well 
as the Master Attendant do proceed down the River for that purpose as used 
formerly to be the custom who is to see the whole dispatch regularly conducted 
and to acquaint us by letter of every particular necessary for our information. 

8 As we have reason to believe that persons who proceed to or reside 
in the East Indies with our permission under free merchants covenants, in the 
seafaring way or otherwise have a view therein of getting mto the Company s 
service m order to prevent this illicit practice you are therefore to observe 
it as an invariable rule or standing order that no free merchant or any other 
person proceeding to or rending m the East Indies, whether with or without 
our permission be admitted or taken into either the civil or military service of 
the Company on any pretence whatsoever without our express leave. 

9 As you have not complied with the orders given in the 87th paragraph 
of the General Letter of the 22nd February 1764 for transmitting distinct and 
sufficient lists of seafaring persons and of free merchants inhabitants and others 
residing at Fort William and under the Presidency we are under the necessity of 
acquainting you that a further dday in paying a full and proper obedience to 
those directions will meet with our resentment. We therefore positively insist 
on your immediate compliance with those orders and that the lists to be framed 
and sent in consequence thereof, do include every European (not in the 
covenanted civil or our military service) resident either at Fort William the 
subordinates or nny place within the limits of the Presidency with a predse 
and full description of their quality or profession the time of their arrival 
whether they arc or arc not licensed and every other information that may 
render such lists as complete and perfect as possible. 

10 As the services of so good an officer ns Major Charles Pcmble will be 
of great utility to the Company on the Bomba) establishment he is to return 
thither accordingly by the first opportunity either with or without the rest of 
the commission officer* of the Bombay detachment under his command when 
ever he or they can be spared and as you have granted him a majors brevet 
on vour establishment so long as he continues in Bengal notwithstanding 

^ therefore what was said in our letter of the 24th December 

J last vou arc to acquaint him that upon his arrival at 

Bombay the President and Counal have our directions to grant him a majors 
commission there to bear even date with the brevet you gave him n-/., on 
the first day of January 1764 and take rank next to Major John Oouin and 
jn case of the death of chat gentleman that Major diaries Pcmble is to succeed 
him in the command of the Company s forces upon the Bombay establish 
meni and tliat it is our meaning he is immediately upon his return to hare 
the command of his arttltcrv company again and we hare further directed 
that in consideration of )m lieing promoted to the rank of major hr liavr 
an allowance of five shillings a day in addition to his pay as captain of an 
artillery company 

1 1 As you liave made no reply to the Pth paragraph of our letter of the 
22nd Fclmiarv \ m M requiring that Martin Ihggleston who hail deserted from 
his station of third mate of the Eatl TrmfU should !** sent to England and 
hi* friends being scry anxious for a knowledge of his situation you are to 
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consider our former directions as in full force if he should be living, and m that 
case or otherwise collect and transmit as authentick accounts as vou can obtain 
of all circumstances relating to him that we may be enabled to gne his 
relations all the satisfaction m our power 


We are, 

Your loving friends, 

Hy Crabb Boulton / Geo Dudley / 
Thos Rous / Rob Jones / Hen) 
Savage / Cha Cutts / John Manship / 
John Harrison / F W Barrington / 
John Stephenson/Hen Hadley/George 
Cummg/Charles Chambers/J Pardoc/ 
Edwd Wilder / Jos DuPre / John 
Roberts / Thos Saunders / Wm Wcb- 
London, bcr/Fredk Pigou / J Purling / Luke 

26th March 1766 Scrafton 


21 

LETTER DATED 2 MAY 1 766 

Congratulate Clive on the treaty settlement and on the suppression of 
corruption — request him to continue for another season in Bengal 

THE Right Honorable Robert Lord Cine Baron of Plassev K B , President 
and Governor of Fort William m Bengal 

My Lord, 

1 The Admiral Stevens armed here in a leaky condition at Lisbon on the 
31st March from whence Captain Gnflin sent all the packets committed to bis 
care in one of the King’s packet boats which we rcccned on the 19th of Inst 
month 

2 It gaic us the utmost pleasure to observe In those despatches with what 
7cal and indcfatigablcncss, and which we hate the highest sense of, Your Lord- 
ship has pursued the true interest of the Compam in main affairs of great 
consequence, more particularlv in settling the |kicc of the coiimn upon *o 
advantageous a footing as well to the Compam as nil others toncermd and 
in detecting and in laving open to our \ u w the general corruption, rap uin 

nnd nnnrrssmn nf nnr si>r\nms 
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unanimous request that you will continue another season in Bengal, 1 the doing 
which will further add to the honor and reputation Your Lordship has already 
most deservedly acquired and will lay a lasting obligation upon the Company 
4 This request is of so much consequence that wc have thought it 
necessary to send it overland to be forwarded to Bengal by way of Buisorah 
as it may probably come to your hand before the arrival of the Mercury 
padect which we are using our endeavors to get away in about a fortnight, 
by which wc shall send our sentiments observations, and directions upon the 
several advices received bv the Admiral Stecvens as fully as so short a time 
mil admit of. 


Wc are 
My Lord 

Your Lordships lonng friends, 

Geo Dudley / Tha Rous / Rob Jones / 
Jno Stephenson / J Purling / FrcdL 
Pigou / Hcny Savage / Thos. Saunders / 
Cbnst. Baron / F W Barrington / 
Chas. Chambers / J Creswickc / J 
Pardoe/Georgc Cuming /Peter Du Cane 
Junr/E. H. Crut tendon /John Roberts/ 
London Geo Wombwcll/Jno Hamson / Edwd. 

2nd May 1766. Wheler / Jos. Du Pr6/Luke Scrafton, 


22 

LETTER DATED 17 MAY 1766 

Regret persistence in tlhat trade by captains of Company s ships — 
jealousy of European nations at the graving pover of the Rntuh— approve the 
amicable manner in vhich the French receded the settlements in conserjurnce 
of the treat \ — misbehaviour and corruption of servants on the accession of 
A ajmud Daulah — composition of the Council at Denial — no military officer to 
ha~r permanent seal in the Council — continuance of the Select Committee in 
Bengal — povers of the Select Commt//ee — restrictions on grant of bills and 
receipt of money for certificates— Circe to have bills or certificates for the money 
from Ins jagir — ask for an account of the Diwani of IJcngal Ihhar and Oniia 

0 UR President and Council at Fort William In Bengal 

1 Our b*t advices to \ou went under date of ihc 26th of March pa*t to 
Fort Sl George b\ the shim Devonxhtre and Anton they proceeded on ilinr 
soragrs the 6th of April following dime advices were directed to Ik* rspcditi 
tnnly forwarded to rou and triplicate thereof accompanies tin* 

2. On the 31st March bit the ship Admiral Steevmi wai obliged In a vrrr 
IcaVv crmdition to put into IJdvon to refit from that port came to our hands 
Cm the 19th ulumo bv die Ftpedthon packet Imat to which the same were 
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transhipped, the several packets committed to Captain Griffin’s charge 
enclosing your General Letter, also letter from the Select Committee both dated 
the 30th September last, and letter from the Right Hon’blc the President of 
the same date with the scicral accompanying treaties, sunnuds, firmans and 
other particulars agreeable to the lists which accompanied the respective 
packets, under which the same were enclosed , the said ship arrived in the 
Downes the 10th instant 

3 On the 2nd instant we dispatched overland under the strictest orders 

for the speediest conveyance thereof, a short letter to the Right Hon’ble the 
President, conveying our approbation of the measures his Lordship had taken 
and was pursuing so indcfatigably and zealously for the Company’s advantage, 
a duplicate thereof went by the same route on the and triplicate of 

it sealed is enclosed to be opened by the Select Committee only in case of Lord 
Chv c’s absence 

4 Since the election on the 9rh of April of Directors for the current year, 
we have appointed George Dudley Esqr , Chairman of the Court, Thomas Rous 
Esqr, Deputy Chairman, with Charles Cutts, Robert Jones and Henry Savage 
Esqrs , our Committee of Secrecy, they arc invested with the usual powers 
for giving such directions as they shall see fit, for the safety of our outward 
and homeward bound ships , such orders therefore as m consequence they shall 
give, arc by the persons to whom the same shall be addressed, to meet with 
all due obedience 

5 That you may as soon as possible be informed of our sentiments m 
general, on the important points effected since Lord Clive’s Government, we 
have caused the Mercury snow burdien 140 tons, navigated with 28 men and 
carrying guns commanded by Captain Henry Gardiner to be fitted as expedi- 
tiously as the nature of the service requires as an advice vessel for that purpose, 
on her arrival at the Presidency, it is left to your discretion to return her 
hither if wanted for like occasion or to employ or dispose of her in such manner 
as may appear most for our advantage , the snow being thus employed, no 
goods are shipped on our account, but we have placed in the commander’s 
hands, one thousand ounces of foreign silver for her use m die voyage, if she 
should be under the necessity of putting into any port for repairs or refreshment, 
he is therefore to account for the disposal of any part of it, and deliver the 
ballance thereof to you We enclose an inventory of the Mercury, and every 
thing belonging to her, the account of the charge of the outset, die contract of 
the manners and their respective wages, the mamfest of private trade hcensed 
to be shipped, copy of the captam’s instructions and all other necessary papers 

6 Should there be no occasion for the return of the Mercury to England, 
and it shall appear proper to employ her in any manner or for any time in our 
service, you may contmue the captain, officers and crew m her , if she shall 
be disposed of, we recommend it to you, after paying the wages m full that may 
be due, to provide for them in the Company’s service according to their merit 
and stations, and they are to take their standing from the dates of their 
entering into it, which will appear in the enclosed contract , otherwise they 
may, if they prefer it, engage in the private sea service, but should they be 
desirous of returning to England, and there are no berths procurable m our 
freighted ships, you will give them orders to be received on board, and we will 
make an allowance according to charterparty terms, for their passage thereon 
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7 By this conveyance we wnte to the Select Committee in answer to 
their letter of the 30th September last, but as our letter to them contains 
matter of general and great importance to the affairs of the Presidency when 
it is laid before you it is to be regarded and obeyed to all intents and purposes, 
as if directed to you in the usual manner of a General Letter 

8. It is extremely satisfactory to us to observe how seasonably you entered 
upon the consideration of a provision for the ships consigned to Bengal and 
Lrc. from 30th l *' c measures to be taken for assisting towards the dispatch 
Scptr 1/65 of those to be laden from the other Presidencies. We 

Par* 6, 7 & 8. persuade ourselves considering the situation of your finances, 
your design of sending home three ships with full cargoes will not only be 
effectually executed but that you will be able to extend your provision to a 
ship or two more if such shall happen to be at Bengal at a proper time 

9 It was most certainly right to send us by as early and expeditious a 
comcyance as possible, an account of the important situation of our affairs in 
Bengal and we could have wished the Laptnng had been in a condition to have 
answered the purpose but we find that your reason for not sending her was, 
because you did not deem her a good sailing vessel instead of her therefore, 
you purchased the Adnnral Sleeve ns the prime cost and outset whereof 
amounted about £16,640 over and above the wages which came to about £1,500 
more, making together £18 100 The hull and stores when sold here will most 
probably not produce more than £1,000 It is true there must be brought to die 
credit of the account about £9,500 for freight of the cargo which two sums 
make £10,500 so that this express really stands us in about £7,600 which for so 
crazy a vessel as she appears to be by her putting into Lisbon to refit is an 
extraordinary cx pence when It is considered you might upon so \ cry particular 
an occasion Itare sent cither the Asia or Kent cither of which ships from the 
length of time they were In Bengal must or ought to have been in a proper 
condition by which there would hare been a considerable saving even if such 
ship had brought the very same cargo only as the Admiral Sleevens besides 
saving the demorage which will be incurred by her detention wc are very 
sensible of vour attention being taken up by greater object but still we have 
thought it necessary to point out the beforegoing particulars for your future 
guidancr 

10 Notwithstanding the commanders and all others belonging to our 
late outward bound ships were well acquainted with our measures and inten 
dons for putting a stop to the illicit outward bound trade which has been 
earned on so greatlv to die Compan) s prejudice yet it Is with the utmost 
concern wc arc in acquaint vou with another instance of the highest insult 
upon and contempt of our authnniv as will appear by the accompanying 
copy of an alltdavi! made hr eight manners Ivelongmg to the snow Grenade 
from which vessel thrre was on board the Ptgot Captain George K retard 
son Gimmandrr off the bland ThencnfTc 30 bates liehcvrd to !>e cloth 
and 23 pipes supposed to contain wine that 5 tales of doth more were intended 
to have iKrn put alward the said ship and chat the said snow having on Ixxsrd 
large quantities of iron in bar* copper or shot small arm* also Iron ordnance 
from 2 to ( pounders, as will more panieutarlr appear on refrrmer u» the 
said affidavit it mav Ik- presumed du-v also were intended for the Pi^af and 
pmohlr some » f them mar have Ism delivered a* in fact “W carriage guns 
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would have been sent aboard had not a passenger m the Pigot (supposed to 
be Mr Mackay) dissuaded the Captain to the contrary We have m our 
letters by the ships of this season, given such orders with respect to detecting 
the illicit trade in our outward bound shipping and proceeding against the 
offenders, particularly Captain Bowland of the Cruttenden, a case similar to 
this, that there seems to be no necessity to add any further on the present 
occasion, however, we shall here add, that we expect and direct, that you do 
proceed in the same manner with respect to the Pigot, as we directed m our 
letter of the 19th February last, concerning the Cruttenden, and if it shall 
appear to you upon the strictest enquiry as directed in our former orders, 
with tins addition of examining the mates upon oath that if any of the said 
illicit goods are actually on board, or have been aboard and delivered before 
her arrival at your port, it is our express and positive order, and upon no 
pretence or consideration whatsoever to be dispensed with, that you forthwith 
dismiss Captain Richardson from the command of the Pigot, and send him 
to England by the first conveyance that offers exceptmg m the said ship, and 
appoint his chief officer, captam m his room, if there is no objection to him, 
as we are thoroughly satisfied, Captam Richardson must either be actually 
concerned m the said goods, or that he knowingly received or permitted them 
to be received on board, or both, which we look upon m the same aggravating 
fight 

11 Although these directions will reach you too late for your pursumg 
them upon the Pigot? s first arrival they are notwithstanding to be strictly 
observed if the ship shall be with you upon the receipt of them, or at any time 
afterwards 


12 The assistance offered on your part for the China investment to 
enable our agents there to provide cargoes for all the ships on their hands, 
and for the reserve of a large balance for the service of the 
Lre from 30th season of 1766, is a circumstance which affords us the 

^ PaS ^ greatest satisfaction, and we shall take our measures accord- 

ingly, m our consignments thither the ensuing season , as 
the China trade is so material an object, we shall rely upon your constant 
attention thereto, m such a degree, as shall be annually necessary, which we 
hope will extend to the amount of 40 lacks a year in gold or silver, as you 
shall be advised will best suit the market 


13 Considering as before observed, how much money you will have not 
only to provide a large quantity of goods but also to send a large proportion 
of the more valuable sortments, we have therefore prepared and herewith 
transmit an additional list of investment, wherem you will observe the 
encrease we are desirous of having made m the several species and quantities 
of goods enumerated in the list already sent you, under date of the 13th 
December 1765, to which you will give all due attention, and make an addition 
to your investment m general, to as large an amount as the situation of your 
treasury can possibly admit of 

14 There are many species of goods imported by the French and Dutch, 
as likewise by our commanders and others in private trade, which have not 
been provided for us You are therefore to use your endeavours to procure 
some of those sortments on the Company’s account, in part of your investment 
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dependance there can be had upon then - moderation As they most certamly 
had no right by treaty to dus concession, you acted very properly m makmg 
an agreement to withdraw the terms, whenever you might have reason to 
apprehend an improper use of them It remains therefore, and we shall 
expect it of you, that a constant attention be had to the proceedings of the 
French agents, to prevent their extending the liberty you haVe granted them, 
and to remind them, whenever it may be necessary, that they are to look 
upon it as a mere matter of favour conferred on them, with the sole view 
of cultivating and keeping up a good harmony between the two nations 


20 The time for dus dispatch will not permit our taking into consideration 
the several papers referred to relating to the mmt, and indeed as they were 
under youi consideration at the departure of the Admiral 
Steevens, we shall be better able to form a judgment 
thereon, upon the receipt of your next advices 


Lre from 30th 
Sepr 1765, Para [ 


] 


21 Among other the great misbehaviour of our servants, it has been 
evidendy proved that several of them have received great sums of money 
from the present Nabob, his ministers and others, on his being raised to the 
subahdarry upon the decease of his father Meer Jaffier, as appears upon the 
proceedings of Lord Clive and the rest of the Select Committee received by 
the Admiral Steevens vizt Mr John Spencer, late President, Messrs Charles 
Stafford Playdell, William Billers deceased, John Johnstone, Ascanius William 
Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycester, John Burdett, George Gray of 
Council and Gideon Johnstone, a writer and brother of the beforementioned 
John Johnstone We therefore hereby order and direct, that upon the receipt 
of this the said Messrs Playdell, Senior, Middleton, Leycester, Gray and 
Gideon Johnstone be forthwith dismissed the Company’s service, and they 
as also John Johnstone now in England, and John Burdett who had resigned, 
are hereby declared to be for ever incapable of being again employed therein 


22 With respect to Mr Spencer who we appointed to succeed Mr 
Crommelm in the Presidency of Bombay, he also being unworthy of any 
further confidence, is also dismissed from the Company’s service, which is 
signified m our letter in duplicate to that Presidency, transmitted to you m the 
packet, which you are to forward accordingly by the earliest and safest 
conveyances 

23 As upon the dismission of so many of our servants who have most 
unworthily filled the stations as members of your Council and the difficulties 
which occur to us m appointing others for the present at least from amongst 
the convenant servants upon the Bengal' list, we have thought it proper to 
introduce Mr Richard Becher, some time smee of Council at your Presidency, 
Mr James Alexander late of Council at Fort St George, both at present in 
England, also Messrs Claud Russell and William Aldersey, now upon the Fort 
St George establishment, all of them gentlemen upon whose integrity and 
abilities we place great confidence, the two last mentioned being particularly 
recommended by Lord Clive 

24 Messrs Becher and Alexander will proceed to their stations the next 
conveyance after this dispatch, and as to Messrs Russell and Aldersey, the 
accompanying packet directed to the President and Councd of Fort St George 
contains orders for their proceedmg with the utmost dispatch to Bengal, which 
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admissions mil not in future be practised except under circumstances of the 
mo*t unavoidable necessity 

37 As the situation of our affairs in Bengal requires that every measure 
should be taken which may contribute to the conducting them In the many 
unforeseen events which may occur in a manner the most conducive to the 
general good and the interest of the Company in particular we think it 
absolutely necessary to continue a Select Committee and nc accordingly hereby 
order and direct that the said Committee do consist of the undermentioned 
members cut 


The Right HonTilc Lord Clue 
Mr William Brightvrell Sumner 

Brigadier General Carnac 
Mr Harry Vere 1st 
Mr Francis Sykes 
Mr Richard Bcchcr 


President 

Second and to succeed Lord 
Cine 

'nurd but not to rise higher 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 


33. Upon the coming away or decease of General Carnac Colonel Richard 
Smith is to succeed him as third in the said Committee but nor rise to a 
higher rank therein but we further direct as we did with respect to his scat 
in Ceunal upon Colonel Smith s coming away or decease no odier military 
officer is to succeed him in the Committee, but the commanding officer for the 
time being is to be consulted upon military affairs only at which time he is 
to have a seat and \oicc at the Board as third in Council 

39 Although we have appointed six persons yet tliat number is to be 
onlv for the present being intended to introduce Mr Bcchcr who stood 
high in our service and was formerly a member of the Select Committee nc 
therefore direct that upon \ nancies happening b) the decease or coming 
away of an) of the before mentioned gentlemen the said Committee do consist 
of fiie members only and in ca<c of any other vacancy or racancics in the 
said establishment of five they arc to be filled up by the remaining members 
of the Committee out of such of the civil members of the Council only ai 
tbev sJiall think proper from time to time. 

40 We confirm the power* with which our President Lord Clive ami 
the rest of the Select Committer arc already invested and we hereby give 
them full authority to correct abuses of every kind particularly in the 
collection and management of our revenues to endeavour by legal mran* to 
detect all sort* of corruption in our servants civil and military and to pum h 
immcdiarclr those who dnober the Companv s orders or disregard the Select 
Committers regulation* to take cognisance of all proceeding* in Bengal 
agam*t the person* now dismissed hy the Company for c\aciing or receiving 
present* from the Nabob hi* minuter* and others ami to prosecute them 
conformable to our order* hv thi* conveyance or anv future offender* of die 
hie kind. In *h<wt we give them full power to do every an amt deed which 
ntav contribute to preserve peace tranqulhrr discipline harmnnv good order 
anil sulmrthnation in the settlement hv *u pending the offender* from imr 
ktvhc l>e the) whom llicr mav *11 of Imt j*er»oni rw»t under covenant* to 
u» who shall offend In anv of tbne p inn muu ha»r our prorcermn withdrawn 
from them and be sent Ikwoc 
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41 These powers are to remain m force during Lord Clive’s continuance 
in Bengal, and if the Select Committee should be divided m opinion on any 
question it is our pleasure that Lord Chve have the casting vote But dns 
casting vote is not to extend to any other President aftei Lord Clive’s departure 
from Bengal, nor is the Select Committee to be continued unless his Lordship 
shall judge it for the interest and benefit of the Company But if Lord Clive 
shall have left Bengal before this reaches you and his Lordship has thought 
it necessary to continue the Select Committee, m such case, die said Committee 
is to exist until our fui ther orders are received , we do also hereby delegate and 
lepose m Lord Clive and the Select Committee m case they shall think it 
necessary to the mterest of the Company, and we trust it will be carried mto 
execution upon no other motive or consideration, full power and authority to 
suspend any of our Select Committee or Council and we do hereby furdier 
direct that such suspension be not taken off without our express leave 

42 And as m the course of die important affairs which now come under 
die cognizance of the Committee, many exigencies may arise that we cannot 
foresee in the imperfect knowledge we have at present, we permit Lord Clive 
on his departure fioro Bengal, to make such further regulations in these 
powers to be observed by the succeeding Select Committee, as his Lordship 
shall judge most for the mterest of the Company 

43 Upon duly considering all circumstances, the appointment of Sir 
Robert Barker to the command of the Third Battalion is hereby confirmed 

44 And it is our pleasure likewise diat Sir Robert Fletcher take rant 
of Major Alexander Champion, which we make no doubt the latter will 
readily acquiesce in, when he is assured at the same time that this determina- 
tion is not owing to any demerit in him, but diat on die contrary we have 
a just sense of his merit 

45 As to any odier difficulties which have or may occur with respect to 
the rank of officers, we leave die same to your final decision, having a due 
regard dierem to die judgment of Lord Chve 

46 Lord Chve speaks highly of the merit of Major Charles Pemble, and 
we are happy in having entirely die same sentiments with respect to that 
gentleman’s abilities and character It was on that account we directed in 
our letter of the 26th March last, his return to Bombay, where there is a great 
want of good officers, and m course he will be of signal use to the Company 
there, as he is to succeed Major Goum 

47 According to your desire v r e enclose m die packet by dns vessel, fifty 

Lre from 30 Mutiny Acts and shall by the ships to be consigned to you 

fScptr ?] 1765 m course of die ensuing season transmit a further 

Pi 1 quantity, sufficient to supply jour occasions for diem 

4S Haiing reason to believe that man) of our sen ants have received 
presents or gratuities from the Nabobs, dieir ministers or others, in a collusive 
manner, b\ wav of exorbitant interests on monc\s lent or *aid to be lent to 
them b\ our said sen ants, in order therefore to jnu a stop to sueh extortion* 
and exactions (for m that light we sec them) we do herein order and direct 
that if in future am one of our sen ants end or milnarv, slnH chrecth or 
mdnccih demand accept or rccene from an\ person or persons whatsoever 
for the loan of am sum or sums of monev real or nominal in Bengal or in am 

\o\ I\— 12 
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other part ox province of India (excepting only such moneys as he may from 
amc to time lend on respondentia) any land of premium gratuity or advantage 
whatsoever over and above nvche per cent per annum interest such servant 
upon being contacted thereof let his rank or station be what it may is to be 
forthwith suspended from the Company* service. 

49 With respect to the donation of twelve lad. and a half of rupees to 
the navy we have given you our sentiments thereon so fully by the letters of 
this season that we have nothing more to add by this dispatch than if you 
have any further lights to throw or information to communicate thereon we 
shall expect to receive them by the first opportunities we must add however 
that Admiral Cornish and Commodore Tinker have applied to us in behalf 
of the navy people for our interposition* to have that sum discharged which 
at present we have not had time to enter into the discussion of 

50 As from the apparent summon of our affairs as laid before us in the 
advices received bj the Admiral Sleeve ns we may hare reason to expect you 
will have a much larger stod of money than may be wanted for all the services 
of the Company and consequently the receiving more into jour treasurj for 
remittances by bills and certificates if not limited may greatly distress us 
to discharge, when at the same ume there will remain unemployed cash jn your 
treasurj it becomes therefore highly necessary to make the following 
regulations which you are strictly to observe mzt 

51 lou arc to grant no bills on us, or to rcccirc any money into our 
treasury for certificates unless vou shall be actually in want of cash for carrying 
on our investment or to defraj the end and mditarj cxpcncc* of the Presidency 
or for answering draughts from Bombay or any other of our settlements or to 
send thither or to China or for such like occasions and in all or any of these 
eases, no more moncj must be received than is absolutely wanted for such 
purposes nor must the amount of bills and certificates bv each ship exceed 
one fifth part of the sum total of such ships invoice of goods laden on board 
at the settlement from which it receives ns dispatches for England 

52. We hercbj direct that the exchange from Bengal after these orders 
come to liand be lowered to two shillings and three pence for a current 
rupee to our servant* civil and military and to all others to two shillings and 
one penny onlv for a current rupee 

53 lou are to receive no moncj nor gram bills to am persons not 
under covenant* with us unless immediately wanted for die purposes above 
mentioned 

*\o bill* drawn on U* nunc be made parable in a lr« space of time 
tlian 365 daw after sight and we will allow on such bills an intcrcM of the 
rate of three per rent per annum <m the expiration of ninctv dav* from the 
date of our acceptance thereof lictng the rate of intcrot which our bond* here 
jn I ngland bear except onlv to the amount of about twenty thousand poundv 
a YcaT and this being an indulgence to our eovruanr servants f n providing 
thcm>elvr* with ncccwarin and for other their immediate <x<a ion* wr nrr 
willing to pav them at mnrtr dav* sight but vou are n< i to rxtrml \mif 
draughts for so sh< rt a timr < f pavinent r i a priatrr sum than the saw! twrntT 
ih-mund pound* such being the am rmt all wnl bv our I rmer < rdert 

5* Bills are ruM ti be given <*f certificate* granted for tnnnrr frs run! 
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which may belong to person*; residing at any other Presidency or settlement 
nor subordinate to Bengal unless it is much wanted 

56 Neither arc you to give bills or certificates to such of die Company’s 
servants who have been dismissed or suspended for infidelity or misbehaviour, 
except as before excepted, namely that the money is wanted for our immediate 
occasions 


57. Every person to whom it shall be agreed to give bills on us must 
In fore the same are signed by the Governour and Council, make an affidavit 
before a magistrate, that the money paid into our treasury for them is Ins 
own property, or the propel ty of some other person whom he shall name, 
and the magistrate before whom die oath is made, shall sign Ins name at 
the foot of the bill or certificate so given in attestation of 
CO m the Collcc- diat act, as hath partly been die practice for many years 

o tnne mg p ast m consequence of the orders given m the (a) 92nd 

paragraph of our letter of the 3rd of February 1740 This 

regulation is now absolutely to extend to all bills and certificate whatsoever 

without regard to the exchange 

58 In drawing the certificates that you shall pass on us, care is to be 
taken that dicy only mention the sum of money received into our treasury, 
no rate of exchange or time of payment must be specified dierem , indulgences 
in diose respects arc to be left to our determination here 


non 
Orders, 


59 The fortunes or estates acquired by our good and faithful servants 
may be remitted home in bills drawn upon us at two shillings and three pence 
for a current rupee, if the money is tendered within twelve months from die 
time of their departure for England, but after diat period diey are to have 
bills at only two shillings and one penny for a current rupee 


60 Lord Clive is to be indulged with bills (or certificates) for the amount 
of the money he may receive in India for his jagheer whichever way he may 
chuse to take 


61 All monies tendered, belonging to deceased persons who were under 
covenants with us, must be received, if within die limitation beforementioned 


62 Also the money tendered by the commanders and officers of our 
(a) m the Collcc- Europe ships so far as the produce of their private adventure 

tion of Standing extends, they taking the oath prescribed in the (a) 9th para 
° rdcrs of our letter of the 3rd February 1740 

63 Likewise for all money paid m on account of the produce of coral 
and other articles licensed by us to be exported by the traders in diamonds 

64 In all and every of the beforementioned cases, particular regard must 
be had to the sum total of bills and certificates, that they do not exceed by each 
ship, one fifth part of the invoice of the goods laden thereon as already 
directed in a preceding paragraph, and to this we make no exception, but 
what may regard Lord Chve, whose full remittances must have the preference 
to all others 


65 The treasure you shall consign from Bengal for the China investment, 
must go first to Fort St George early m the year as conveyances offer, so as 
not to have too great a risque on any one bottom, whether Europe or country 
ship It is our intention that the money from Fort St George should be 
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pretty equally divided among the whole number of ships destined from thence 
to China, and that care be taken for as httlc surplus stock as possible should 
be left to be put on board any ship that by accident may be in danger of losing 
her passage or season to Canton. Any sura may be annually sent this way 
not exceeding forty lacks of rupees as mentioned in a preceding paragraph. 

66 We direct that all the outstanding bonds granted by our Presidency 
at Bengal be paid off with the first surplus money that maj come into our 
treasury and that no more money be borrowed without absolute necessity 

67 You arc to send us a \cry succinct and exact account of the Darannet 
of Bengal, Bahar and Orix a, subdivided under the different provinces, specify 
mg the original rents of each division the additional charge on each die 
nezzeranna and durbar charges also the revenues arising from fines and 
customs on salt beetle and tobacco also the other articles of the inland trade. 

68 As it is highly expedient for us to be acquainted with every particular 
that may lead us to form a proper judgment of the military cxpcnccs it your 
Presidency and as we have not hitherto been furnished with every intelligence 
we couki wish relative thereto you arc to take care by the first opportunity to 
supply us with the following materials, together with everything else that y'ou 
shall deem nccessarv for our further information in this matter 

G9 lou arc to send us an exact and particular account of the respective 
ex pence of a battalion of infantry a battalion of sepoys, a company of artillery 
and a company of cavalry (both Indian and European) with their several 
officers, surgeon* &ca. inserting therein the batta and allowances to each and 
also the charge of coolcys and general coolcys for one month on detachment 
including in the account of the cavalry the maintenance of die horses, and 
you ore in like manner to send us an account of die same for one mondi in 
garrison. 

70 The books of your l^csrdcncy not being always n-jiunwird time 
enough to gi\c us the requisite information of your annual cliargcs, you will 
take care to send us by the first ship of each season a seperate account of your 
general charges subdivided and particularL/ed under tltc bezels of end 
military and marine to which also must be added such expcncc of fortifications 
and repairs, ns may hare occurred within the year 

71 ^ou are to use all the means in your power to prevent our servants 
and all others residing under our protection lending their money to the breach 
Dutch or any other Europeans whatsoever and taking hills for the same on their 
respective Company s or others parable in buropc this liclng a measure pro- 
ductive of the greatest detriment by interfering with our investments m Bengal 
and procuring thcrcbv such quantities of goods which the) would not other 
ways liavc it in their power to jwnvidc the natural consequences whereof and 
which arc scnsiliK felt by us arc not ntdv the reducing the juices of the pood 
at our sales hut blew ivc the preventing sour sending us larger quantities which 
in \our present siiuau in we may \rr\ rrasonahtv e\j>eci 'llus Iwtng an affair 
cf great consequence to the (a nijunv we therefore rrcormiwiMl it to >o«f 
most serious attention, 

"2. Since we acquainted you in « ur letter if the f^dt of 1 rbruarr last 
with our ajiprclvm i n* that the caj tains of minr i f our hij » called at the 
Canary Islands principal with a view to talc in illicit trade we hate ircrmd 
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certain and well attested accounts taken from the custom house books at 
ThencniTe diat there weic transhipped from a vessel called the Port Roy all 
on board the Prince of Wales , Capt Burnet Abercrombie, 1100 kintals of iron, 
600 do of steel, 600 do of lead and 12 three poundei guns Also transhipped 
from a vessel called the Fanny on board die Fort William, Capt Edwd Roch, 
400 kintals of lead, 900 do of iron and 40 guns 3 pounders , so far appears 
by the said custom house books, but it is imagined die quantities were much 
laigcr as the manner of transhipping affoided great opportunities of collusion 
m order for paying duties for less than were actually shipped 

73 As the said 'goods could not be received on boaid widiout die 
knowledge of the said Captains Burnet Abercrombie and Edw'd Rcrh, we deem 
them unworthy of the Company’s protection and we do therefore hereby 
withdraw the same, and positnely ducct that they be sent home by the first 
conveyances that offer The like must be done with respect to such of their 
officers if upon the strict enquiry directed to be made by our said letter, any 
of them are found to be concerned as proprietors in the said illicit trade 

74 Upon the further recommendation of Lord Clive, we do hereby 
appoint Francis Gladman to be a writer on your establishment and he is to 
take rank next below' William Bcnsley 

75 Just as w'e were on the point of closing this letter, die purser of the 
Earl of Middlesex- brought us the agreeable news of that ship’s arrival off the 
start from Fort St George, but as we received no packet from your Presidency 
by this conveyance, we have nothing more to add to the bef oregomg than that 

We are, 

Youi loving friends, 

Geo Dudley / Thos Rous / John 
Stephenson / Cha Cutts / Heny 
Savage / Chiistr Baron / Fredk Pigou / 
F W Barrington / Edwd Wheler / 
Luke Scrafton /EH Cruttenden / 
Charles Chambers / J Pardoe / Jos 
DuPre / Thos Saunders / George 
Cuming / John Harrison / J Purling / 
John Roberts / Peter DuCane Junr / 
George Wombwell / Rob Jones 


London, 

the 17th May 1766 
[Per Mercury 
and overland] 


Memo 

Triplicate of this letter was signed by the following gentlemen the 
22nd May 17 66 to he send [sic] overland 

Geo Dudley / Thos Rous / Rob Jones / 
Fred Pigou / Luke Scrafton / John 
Stephenson / E H Cruttenden / Chas 
Chambers / J Pardoe / Christ Baron / 
Geo Cummg/Chas Cutts /Jos DuPre/ 
Jno Harrison / Geo Wombwell / J 
Creswicke/Jno Roberts/Edw Wheler/ 
Thos Saunders / Hen Savage 
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LETTER DATED 17 MAY 1766 

Request Choc to continue for another season in Bengal — end of tear wnth 

Shujaud Da ul ah restoration of Shah Atom — Com pan fs right to trade duty- 

free m Shujaud Daulah s domimon— -sentiments on the Divram -~ mismanage 
ment of Burdvan lands — corruption and rapacity among Company's servants 
— no Englishman to hold any land — acceptance of donations declared unlawful 
— claim to private trade by servants absurd— question of monopoly over veers 
sanes of life— sudden affluence of the servants undesirable— enquiry into extor 
tions practised on the Ntneebs 

OuR President and Select Committee at Fort William m Bengal 

1 On the 19th of hut month wc received the several packets committed 
to the care of Captain Griffin in which was your lerter of the 30th September 
one from Lord Clhc and a General Letter both dated the fame daj 

Z At tome of the most important affair* have fallen under your manage 
ment which have ever occurred since the Company had a being it is with 
the utmost satisfaction we observe with what zeal and true regard to the 
interest of your employer*, rou hate pursued *uch measures, not only with 
respect to the political system of the country but the arduous task of dis 
covering and laying open to our view the infidelity rapacious ness ami mis- 
behaviour of our servant* in general of all which )ou ma) be fully assured 
we have the highest and most grateful sense 

3 A* itabilm to your plan* for a peaceable possession of our acquisition*, 
and a thorough reformation in our servant* in general arc object* of the 
greatest importance and in which the presence of Lord Clive is cssenilall) 
necessary we made it our unanimous and earnest request that his lordship 
would continue another season in Bengal and which we Iictc ag-nn repeal in 
confidence and hopes of his Lordship* ready acquiescence to complete win! he 
Jiad laid so good a foundation for as vou will oliscrvc In the accompanying 
triplicate of a IcttcT we addressed hi* Lordship dated the 2nd instant which 
as the occasion was so important we sent overland for fear the Mercury by 
winch vou will receive this shouki not reach Bengal before the departure 
of his Ijvrdshtjx 

4 Although we think you have made a most unexpected progress In 
investigating the manr new and important affair* that have comr In-fore )*ou 
yrt we consider what you have done as necessarily imperfect till jou have 
liad some experience of die effect of your regulations vou must not thcTrfi»re 
look on the following olnerrations and directions a* carrying any thsappmha 
non of vour conduct in general hut as reflections that occur to u< mt the fir t 
sicw of affair* so totallv new to us ami we trust entirely to the continuance 
of vour zealous endeavours to bring the great work to perfection 

< Before wr proceed anr further wr wool 1 have it fineries! that ahltough 
thi* letter Is addressed to our IVrtidcnt and the ‘elect Ominiliirc try war 
of an«"cr to than of the ^Uli 'cpfrmher lair set as it c* ntain* matter* of 
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general importance to die affairs of die Presidency, it is our meaning that the 
same should be laid before die Piesident and Council and be attended to and 
the same regard paid to every part thereof to all intents and purposes as if it 
had been directed to them m die usual manner of a General Letter 

6 From die sentiments we expressed in every one of our late letters, you 
will easily judge die great pleasure it gave us to see the war with Souja 
Dowla ended so conformable to our wishes We always esteemed the power 
of diat Soubah die strongest barrier we could have against the invasions of the 
northern powers, and of die Morattas which have so long laid desolate the 
nordiern provinces, and had the impolitic, injudicious views of our late 
Governor and Council been followed, and the Kong or Nudjeef Cawn been left 
in possession of Souja Dowla’s country, we are convmced they would not 
have had weight and abilities to have supported themselves And we must 
either have had their wars to maintain at diat immense distance or they would 
have been drove back on us, and brought die war down to our frontiers or even 
into our own provinces Nothing could so effectually restore that country 
to its former state as putting its natural prince in the full possession of his 
dominions And we are equally pleased to see the care diat has been taken 
of all those who shewed their attachment to us m the course of the war , 
Buhvant Sing’s joining us at the time he did, 1 was of signal service and the 
stipulation in his favor was what he was justly entitled to 

7 Equally politic and prudent are the concessions in favor of the King 
whose interest was best considered by the restoring Souja Dowla to his country, 2 
the only Soubah m Indostan who is ever likely to support him in his pretentions 
to the empire The revenue agreed to be paid him must be m die eyes of 
the Indian powers a mark of our respect to the royal blood and an acknowledg- 
ment of his right We approve also the being guarantee for Nudjeef Cawn 
and finally we hope die moderation and the attention paid to all those who 
have espoused our interest m this war will restore our reputation in Indostan, 
and that the Indian powers wdl be convinced, no breach of treaty will ever 
have our sanction We also hope the 50 lacks stipulated to be paid by Souja 
Dowla will be, before this reaches you, discharged and his dominions entirely 
evacuated by our troops and that none will remain under pretence of protection 
to the King’s person, for that may lead to pretensions to support him m his 
claim to the empire, a measure quite contrary to our views being determmed 
to make the provmces of Bengal, Bahar and Onxa the utmost bounds of our 
political views or possessions 

8 The article in the treaty with Souja Dowla, stipulating a trade duty 
free through his dominions we direct to be confined solely to the Company’s 
trade, and even in that sense of it, we mean only if his dominions produce 
any goods fit for the European markets or if it can be made the means of 
extending our trade m the woollen manufactures or any other European 
goods 

9 We come now to consider the great and important affair of the 
Dewannee on which we shah give you our sentiments with every objection 
that occurs to us 

10 When we consider that the barrier of the country government was 
entirely broke down and every Englishman throughout the country armed 
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with an authority that owned no superior and exercising hi* poorer to the 
oppression of the helpless native* who knew not whom to obev at ntch a 
crisis we cannot hesitate to approve your obtaining the Darannec for the 
Company 

1 1 When we look back to the avitem that Lord Clive and the gentlemen 
of the Select Comm i nee found established, it presents to u> a Souba disarmed 
with a revenue of almost mo millions sterling (for so much teems to liavc 
been left exclusive of our demands on him) at the mercy of our servants who 
had adopted an unheard of ruinous principle of an interest distinct from 
the Company This principle shewed itself in laving their hands upon every 
thing the) did not deem the Company s property 

12. In the province of Burdwan the Resident and hi* Council took an 
annual stipend of near Rs. 80 000 per annum from the Rajah in addition to the 
Company s salary This stands on the Burdwan accounts, and we fear was 
not the whole for we apprehend It went further and that tlicy carried this 
pernicious principle even to the sharing with the Rajah of all he collected 
beyond the stipulated mulgaurry or land revenue overlooking the point of 
duty to the Company to whom properly everything belonged time was not 
necessary for die Rajah * support. It has been the pnnctplc too on which our 
servants falsely endeavored to gloss over the crime of their proceedings on 
the accession of the present Sottbah and we fear would have been soon extended 
to the grasping the greatest share of that part of tin Nabob s revenues which 
was not allotted to the Company in short this principle was directly under 
mining the whole fabnek for whilst the Company were .x-riking under the 
burthen of the war our servants were enriching them selves from those very 
funds that ought to hair supported the war But to Lord Cine and our 
Select Committee we owe that the Company arc at Last considered as principals 
in the advantage* as well a* danger*. 

M \\ l must now turn our attention to our acquisitions as permanent as 
human wisdom can make them Tin* pcrmananc) we apprehend can l>c 
found only in the simplicity of the execution We observe the account \ou 
give of the office and power of the Kings Doran 3 in former time* was **dte 
collecting of all the Revenues and after defravmg the Fxpence* of the Armv 
ami allowing sufficient Fund for the support of the Mzamma to remit live 
remainder to Delhi" This dlscnption of it is not the office we wish to execute 
The experience nc have already had in die province of Burdwan conriners 
us bovr unfit an Kngluhman is to conduct the collection of the revenues and 
follow live subtle name through all his arts to conceal die real value of Ids 
coumrv to perplex and to elude the pavmcnt*. We therefore emirclv approve 
of jour preserving die ancient form of government In the upholding dvr 
dtgnitv of the Soubah 

14 We concetre the office of Doran should Ik- exercised nnlr In 
superintending the collection ami di pmal of dir rrvmun width office though 
vested in the Gunpany should < fHcudly lie executed hr our Resident at the 
Durbar under the contmul of the Oov emor and ‘Wrer Commit trr the ordinary 
bounds of which controul *houM extend to nothing l»evond the superintending 
dir collection of the revenues and die receiving dir nmnrr from the Nab« ! • 
trraiunr to diat of the dorannjh in die G mpanv And dii* wr t mcriir to 
l*c neither difficult tv r complicated f »r nt the annual the government 
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retried with each zemindar his monthly payment for the ensuing year, so the 
monthly payment of the whole fiom the Nabob’s Dewan is but the total of the 
monthly pajment of each zemindar, which must be strictly kept up, and if 
deficient, the Company must trace what particular province, rajah or zemindar 
has fallen short m his monthly payments or if it is necessary to extend the 
powci furthci, let the annual poonah by which we mean the time when every 
land holder makes his agi cement for the ensuing year be made with the 
consent of the D clean oi Company This we conceive to be the whole office 
of the Dcicanny The administration of justice, the appointment to offices, 
zcmindarncs, m short, whatever comes under the denomination of civil 
administration, w'e understand, is to remain in the hands of the Nabob or his 
ministers 

15 The Resident at the Durbar being constantly on the spot cannot be 
long a stranger to any abuses in the goi eminent and is ahvays armed with 
power to remedy them It will be his duty to stand between the administration 
and the encroachments always to be apprehended from the agents of the 
Company’s servants which must first be know-n to him, and w r c rely on his 
fidelity to the Company to check all such encroachments and to prevent the 
oppression of the names We gave you our sentiments on the office of 
Resident in our letter of the 24th December last which w'ere what we thought 
suitable to the office as it then stood but now' it has become of so much more 
importance, we shall leaic the regulating of it to you and desire you will 
be \cry explicit on the subject and shall only here fling out some few thoughts 
upon it 

16 We would have his correspondence to be carried on with the Select 
Committee through the channel of the President He should keep a diary 
of all his transactions His correspondence widi the natives must be publicly 
conducted Copies of all his letters, sent and received, be transmitted monthly 
to the Presidency with dujilicatcs and triplicates to be transmitted home in our 
general packet by every ship 

17 In the 39th paiagraph of our General Letter of the 24th December last, 
w'e expressed our disapprobation of continuing a chief and council at Burdwan 
We see you have already adopted that sentiment in withdrawing that resi- 
dency We have been very full m our late letters on the subject of the 
Burdwan country and Mr Verelst’s letter of the 13th September gives us 
still more insight into the affairs of that province and as it has been from the 
transactions of that piovmce that we have acquired the most experience of 
the nature of the collections of the revenues, w'e shall give you such reflexions 
as occur to us on the subject m general and on this province in particular 
We observe that when w r e first took possession of the grant from Jaffier All 
Khan of the Calcutta lands, we immediately turned on all those men who 
stood between the government and the cultivator and put the farm of the 
lands up to public sale m winch we make no doubt our servants acted for our 
interest, according to the best of their judgment, but it appears to have been 
deemed by the natives an act of oppression and contrary to the customs of 
Indostan , however, it was then a partial evil confined to a small tract of 
country, and the Company had this to plead in their defence, that them 
whole territory lying near Calcutta could easily be kept under the general 
administration of the Presidency and this might be very justifiable and very 



186 


LETTER FROM COURT 


proper for so limited an object, but when large provinces fall under our 
government «uch as Burdwan, we do not think the same conduct should hare 
been observed but you should have made the best terms you could with the 
rajah for the mulgazerry or land revenues particular local circumstances 
might have required deviations from the general rule, such as the incapacity 
of the rajah which might have been remedied bv putting proper minuter* 
about him bur our servants should not have interfered in the collections or 
civil administrations and experience has convinced us they have other erred 
in judgment or their duty to the Companv For after all the various expen 
merits of patting the farms up to public sale by which means many families 
teem to hav c been utterly ruined of keeping lands in the hands of the Company 
which you call cou and the vanous methods that have been tried we find 
the collections brought to the Company s credit for the year 1764 arc five 
lacks less than what were paid In Ahverdi Cawns time in 1752. There is a 
passage in Mr Vcrclscs letter very alarming and which requires a full 
explanation "I was greatly surpnzed to find on my arrival there that it had 
been again exposed to a Public Sale, however Purchaser* had been onlv found 
for about 22 lacks, so great was the Prejudice taken at the former and the 
whole of that very considerably under the junineabundy of 1169 excepting 
the farms lately held by Messrs. Johnstone, liny and Bolts on which a great 
advance was bid" 

18 V>c have on a former occasion in our letter of the 13th March 1761 
paragraph 57 permitted our servants to bid at the public sale of tbc Calcutta 
lands but we could not conceive such an indulgence could ever be construed 
to admit servants employed in the collection of the revenues of a province 
to select out the most profitable lands for themselves for such is the light 
in which this transaction appears to us, and it is one more striking proof of 
the general corruption with which all ranks were tainted and of the III use 
that has been made of ever) indulgence. Wc direct a strict scrutiny into this 
affair and if it proves true that you will make a proper example of the 
offenders by dismissing them our sen ice 

19 Tins transaction convinces us of the necessity of shutting the door 
to abuse* and we therefore positively order that no covenanted senant or 
Englishman residing under our protection shall be suffered to hold any land 
for hi* own account dircctU or Indirectly in his own name or that of others 
or lo be concerned in anv /arms or revenues whatsoever 

20 In the 30th paragraph of our letter of the I9ih February last wc 
expressed our surprise that the covenants were not executed nor any 
notice taken of them judge then what wc feel on learning from Mr 
Lcvccsters minute on Consultation I Ith June 1765 that they never were 
intended to l>c executed and wc presume lie speaks not onlv his own sentiment* 
but the sentiments of his colleague* when he sav* the covenants were rather 
the effens of partv than the cool sentiment* of hi* master* and that it was 
probiblc parties would unite in abolishing covenants that could onlv injure 
Individuals and do the Ornpanv no service If our servants prrsumc tbu* to 
call in question our mmi direct and positive order* enforced too by the 
general voice of tbc whole IkwIv of proprietors It i* time for m t • exert the 
autlmntr vested in u* and to do justice to tbc injured names to our tn*n 
Imnor and to the national character 
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21 The proceedings of the Select Committee have laid open to us a most 
complicated scene of corruption in which we have the unhappiness to see 
most of our principal servants involved Gentlemen who have served us in 
the highest offices, in whom we placed the greatest confidence and to whom we 
had given many marks of our favour, yet neither the ties of honor nor 
gratitude, could controul that unbounded thirst after riches that seems to have 
prevailed almost over the whole settlement and threatened a total dissolution 
of all gov eminent The principle on which these gentlemen justify them- 
selves seems to be that donations or free gifts arc lawful when no interest of 
the Company is sacrificed to obtain them 

22 We do not admit that donations arc in any case lawful without our 
consent and appiobation Oui governors and council in our settlements abroad 
are instructed with the command of our troops and with all our influence and 
authority to employ them solely for the honor and advantage of tire Company , 
if they pervert the power thus trusted with them for the public good, to their 
own private advantage, they are undoubtedly guilty of a breach of that trust 

23 Neither can vve admit that the vast sums obtained on this occasion 
were by any means free gifts, the dependant situation of die Subah is itself 
a refutation of the plea and his letter to Lord Clive and the Select Committee 
vvidi the concurrent testimonies of die seals and Mahmud Reza Cawn 4 together 
with the depositions of the several people examined on this matter amount 
to die clearest proofs that they are exacted from the several parties as the 
terms of the protection granted them and lastly we shall say a word or two to 
what those gentlemen vainly imagine makes strong m their defence that no 
interest was sacrificed to obtain them 

24 Tlic Company were engaged m a war which as far as we can judge 
cost them from ten to twelve lacks per month, for which the Nabob had stipu- 
lated to pay no more than five lacks per month and even that fell m arrears , 
the Nabob was at this time pressed for payment of die remaining dnrty lacks 
for restitution besides other unlawful demands on him It cannot surely be 
pleaded that under these circumstances of the Soubah and the Company no 
interest of the Company was sacrificed to obtain them We think these 
gentlemen sacrificed their own honor, the interest and honor of the Company 
and of the nation 

25 We are sorry to see some of the gendemen have thought fit to justify 
their breach of trust by a breach of orders, in pleading the covenants were 
not executed, therefore not obligatory But so totally do we differ from them 
that we think diem not only guilty of a breach of those particular covenants, 
but also of the general covenants which were entered into before these last 
were found so necessary 

26 The cavils and opposition of several of the members of the Council 
to the powers and conduct of you our Select Committee, appear most evidendy 
to have been calculated to screen and obstruct the enquiry into and detection 
of their misbehaviour, but we are satisfied you have had the real interest of 
the Company constandy in your view, in all your researches into die general 
corruption and rapacity of our servants with the spirit and disinterestedness 
which do you honor and merit our approbation 

27 We are sensible diat the security of our valuable possessions will 
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.13 To suppose that the Court of Delhi could mean by these words a 
monopoly of the necessaries of life over their own subjects is such an 
absurdity that we shall not lose time oi words m trying to refute it Such a 
construction seems never to have been thought of till die year 1762 We do 
not find that Lord Clive or the gentlemen who conducted oui affairs at the 
time of the treaty w ith Mir Jaflier in 1757, conccned they had acquired by diose 
tieatics any one additional pnviledge of trade We had indeed in the year 
1762 some, pm ate intimations of oui servants being engaged m such a trade 
which we took notice of in our letter of die 19th February 1762, to winch no 
icplv was made, but there appeared nothing of it m our records till a letter 
from the Nabob Cossim Ah m Consultation lSdi October 1762 wherein he 
complains of the conduct of the Company’s servants at Dacca in forcing the 
countiy merchants to take tobacco and other things above the market price 
Soon after, the debates on the Monghcer treaty 5 explain to us that the Enghsh 
had been concerned m this trade for some years and indeed three years 
possession had taught them to look on it as a matter of right and vindicate as 
such in their negotiations with Cossim All Cawn 

34 As soon as it came to our knowledge, we strictly forbad it under 
date the ISth February 1764 which our Governor and Council took into con- 
sidcranon the 17di October diough diey presumed at the same time to carry 
it on in defiance of those oidcrs 

35 You now' desire our concurrence in it for the advantage of die 
Company and of die Company’s servants 

36 With respect to the Company, it is neither consistent with dieir honor 
noi theu dignity, to promote such an exclusive trade as it is now more 
immediately our interest and duty to protect and cherish the inhabitants and 
to give them no occasion to look on every Englishman as dieir national 
enemy, a sentiment w'c dnnk such a monopoly would necessarily suggest We 
cannot dierefore approve the plan you have sent us for trading in salt, beede 
nut, and tobacco or admit of this trade m any shape whatever and do hereby 
confirm our former orders for its entire abolition and we must here observe 
to you that we continue in the same opinion which you find expressed m our 
letteis of the 24th December and 19th February last diat every one concerned 
in dns trade even befoie receipt of our letter 1st June 1769 [1764] has been guilty 
of a breach of his covenants 

37 The opinions of the first lawyers m this kingdom confirm our 
sentiments and whenever we receive die hst of the claims for restitution, we 
shall then with precision know whom we are to call to account for these illicit 
practices , we are fully sensible that these innovations and illegal traffic laid 
the foundation of all die bloodshed, massacres and confusion which have 
happened of late years, we cannot suffer ourselves to indulge a thought 
towards die continuance of them upon any conditions whatsoever, no regula- 
tions can in oui opinions be formed diat can be effectual to prevent the like 
consequences which we have seen We consider it too as disgraceful and 
below die dignity of our present situation to allow of such a monopoly and 
were we to allow of it under any restrictions, we should consider ourselves as 
assenting and subscribing to all the mischiefs which Bengal has presented 
to us for these four years past At the same time, we don’t mean that the 
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to die resolution of die Gcneial Court and of our orders in consequence 
of it 

42 As mucli depends upon die practice of the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, 
we can only recommend it to you to carry this opinion into execution, so far 
as the usage of that Couit will admit, and we leave it to you to make the 
representation (recommended m die opinion) to the Nabob and his ministers, 
of the detestation m which we hold the behaviour of our servants towards 
them, in respect to die sums of money which were either presented by or 
extorted from them, and of our resolution to bring die offenders to justice 
as far as lies m our powei 

43 We do not mean, however, to circumscribe ourselves to the investiga- 
tion only of what passed upon raising die present Nabob to the subahslnp, we 
gne you full powers and require from you diat you will fully inquire into the 
abuses and extortions practised upon die revolution when Meer JafEier was 
deposed and Cossim Ah Cawn made Nabob of Bengal in his stead 

44 We direct you to enter into a full discussion of that dark affair upon 
the fullest and most explicit evidence of living witnesses which you are now 
able to procure and that you will transmit their depositions, duly authenticated 
togedier with your own observations after a diorough investigation of the 
business to us by the first opportunity in order that we may give to the Indian 
powers a furdier testimony of our abhorrence and detestation of the ill usage 
they have received from our servants 

45 With respect to die legal proceedings, upon the present occasion, we 
shall only observe as regarding Mr Spencer and Mr Johnstone who are absent, 
that whatever effects they have m our custody m Bengal, you will secure and 
detain, and as one of those gentlemen is already here, and the other will pro- 
bably soon be in England, we shall follow the directions of our council in die 
prosecutions against them in His Majesty’s courts here , but we hope and 
expect diat you will furnish us with all such further material evidence as you 
have been able to collect, concerning their behaviour m these matters since 
your last advices 

46 In these prosecutions we depend on diat justice from the Mayor’s 
Court which the nature of our cause deserves , the fullest evidence must be 
laid before them to prove the facts with which the defendants will be charged 
and diough we hope effectual decrees may be obtamed in that court, yet 
should it prove otherwise, we desire, if the ultimate decisions should come 
to His Majesty by appeal, the evidence will be as circumstantial and complete 
m support of our case, both on principles of law and equity, as the nature 
of the different cases will admit off [sic], and m order to this all collateral 
evidence though perhaps only circumstantial to the fact to be proved, we 
desire may not be disregarded or omitted 

47 The former covenants bemg the same in all respects as have been 
for a course of years executed by our civil servants, reference to any one of 
them is sufficient m order to set forth the substance of them m the legal 
proceedings, but we shall send you herewith authentic copies of such of them 
as we find executed here by any of our servants, who may be made defendants 
to these suits 
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48. ^ou will observe by the General Letter to the President and Council 
accompanying this the \ cry ample powers we have entrusted you with for 
preserving peace tranquility discipline, harmony good order and subordma 
non in Bengal power* which ire doubt not )ou will male use of in such a 
manner as will in all arcumstancc* be roost for the Company s interest ns well 
n* reflect honor upon yourselves. 

qt [nr] General Concluding Para 

49 For these two seasons past tve hare taken up and observed upon 
to roan} material points and given such directions even to the anticipation 
of much of what is contained in the advices received per the Admiral Steevens 
that instead of entering into any further discussions which the short time 
limited for this dispatch will not admit of we refer to ns rules of conduct for 
the Select Committee the President and Council nnd whomsoever else it ma) 

We art 

}our loving friends 
Geo Dudley / Thos. Rous / John 
Stepbenson/Chas. Cutts/Hen) Savage/ 
Christ Baron /Fralk. PigoufF W 
Barrington / Edud. Whclcr / Luke 
Scrafton / E. H. Cruttenden / diaries 
Chambers / J Pnrdoc / Jos. DuPre / 
Thos Saundcr* / Geo. Cuming / John 
Harmon / J Purling / John Rolicrts / 
Peter Du Cane Junr /George Wo mb we 11/ 
Rob Jones. 


txmdon 
17th Mat 1766. 

[Per Mercury and orcrlandj 


Memo 

Triplicate of this letter was signal by the following gentlemen the 22nd 
Ma\ I #66 to be sent overland 


Geo. Dudlc) / Thos, Rous / Rob Jones / 
Fredk Pigou / I/uke Senfton / John 
Stephenson / K. II Cruttenden / 
diaries Chambers / J Pardoe /dtnstr 
Baron / George Cuming / Qias Cults / 
Jos Dul*re / Jnn. llarrivm / fm 
Womb* ell / J Crrswrckc / Jfto. 
Rolwrts / I>Ud \\ brier / Tims Saun 
den/Ilcnv Savage 
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LETTER DATED 17 MAY 1766 

'I haul Chit for /m Genius — coiuh.mii impolitic war with Shujaud-Daulah 
mid corruption among stn'ants—monopoly of inland trade to he avoided — 
request Clue to continue for another year in India . 

Mv IvOrd, 

1 'We have received vour IymWnp’s letter of the 30th September last 
which with the letter fiom the Select Committee and their proceedings have 
gntn Us a clear view of the eta to m which your Loiddnp found our affairs on 
\our arrival, and the state m wlueh thev were, at the time of the said advices 

2 When we consider the penctintion with which your Lordship at once 
discerned our tnie interest m every branch, the rapidity with which you 
restored peace, order and tranquillity, and the unbiassed integrity that has 
governed all sour actions we must congratulate your Lordship on being the 
Lapps instrument of such extensive blessings to those countries And you have 
our sincere st thanks for the great and important advantages thereby obtained 
for the Compnnv 

3 We have the strongest sense of the deplorable state to which our affairs 
were oil the point of being reduced from the corruption and rapacity of our 
servants, and the universal depravity of manners throughout the settlement, 
we agree entirely with vour Lordship that the train our affairs were then 
in would in a veiv few months have brought us to a most dangerous situation 

4 The war in winch we were so impolitically engaged against Souja 
Dow la, was carrpng on at such an immense loss to the Company, as would 
in a short space have sunk a great part of our capital and the funds diat ought 
to have been destined to the support of that war, were perverted to the baneful 
purpose of corrupting our servants Nor was tins the only fatal consequence 
of this war rum to the Company might have sprung even from our success, 
for either the King unable to maintain himself would have been drove back 
on the Bengal provinces or if he had been successful through our assistance the 
venality or ambition of our servants might have urged them on to have 
marched our forces with him to Delhi Your Lordship and die Select 
Committee have happily relieved us from diese apprehensions and put a period 
to the war and all such wild projects by restoring Soujah Dowla to his 
dominions 

5 Your Lordship justly observes our danger from within was yet greater 
than that from without The general relaxation of all discipline and obedience 
of both military and civil [s?c] was hastily tending to a dissolution of all govern- 
ment The quick progress of private fortunes was big with very alarming 
consequences, which we do not dwell on, as you have expressed yourself so fully 
sensible of them We hold the means by which they were obtained in every 
sense unlawful 

6 Our letter to the Select Committee expresses our sentiments of what 
has been obtained by way of donations , and to that we must add, that we 
think die vast fortunes acquired m the mland trade have been obtamed by 

Vol IV — 13 
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a scene of the most tyrannic and oppressive conduct that ever was known 
m any age or country We have been u n iform in our sentiments and orders on 
this subject from the first knowledge we had of it and your Lordship will not 
therefore wonder that after the fatal experience we have had of the violent 
abuses committed m this trade that we could not be brought to approve it 
even m the limited and regulated ma nner with which it come* to us in the 
plan laid down in the Committee s proceedings. We agree m opinion with your 
Lordjhip on the propriety of holding out such advantage* to our chief 
servant* aval and military as may open to them the means of honorably 
acquiring a competency in our service but the difficulty of the subject and the 
short time we have at present to consider of it have obliged us to defer giving 
our sentiment* and directions thereupon until the next dispatch. 

7 For the same reason* your Lordship will observe by our letter to the 
Select Committee that we arc under the necessity of postponing the considers 
tion of the present intended for General Carnac* by the Long but by the next 
dispatch your Lordship may be assured wc shall have a due regard therein 
to jour Lordships recommendations and his particular merit. 

& As the inland trade has been abolished principally with a new to the 
encouragement of the names we hope your Lordship wdl find the means to 
prevent its becoming a monopoly in any hands but more particularly m the 
hands of any powerful native from whom the poor might suffer those very 
inconveniences for the prevention of which wc have forbid our servants to trade 
In it and have relinquished those advantages that wc oursehes might make by 
such a monopoly 

9 Wc have had too much occasion to remark the tyrannic and oppressive 
conduct of all European agents who have got awaj from under the eye of the 
Presidency and wc wish your Lordship would make It on object of your 
coniidcrauon how to confine the said Europeans as much ns possible to the 
Presidency and to those subordinates where the largcnc** of the mvc*traent may 
require It to be conducted by covenant servant* preferable to gomastahs 

10 Wc have not at present time to enter Into the thorough examination 
of what your Lordship proposes respecting the establishing of rank and 
precedence between our civil and military servant*. In our letter of the 2-hh 
December we determined that the President and Council might delegate their 
authority to any civil servant they pleased and every military officer be hli 
rank what it might should pa) the same obedience to the orders of such civil 
servant as to those of the President and Council It Is not meant however 
that such civil servant is to controu! the military officer In ihe execution of 
military operations which b lus proper department 

11 We liavc the most perfect sense of your I-ordsldpt di Intcrcstrdnew 
In every pan of ymir conduct and wc shall not fail to represent this to the 
proprietors and shall at the same time inform them of the many gTrat 
advantages vmir lairdshtp has obtained for tld« Company hut wc fear my I-onl 
pan experience will teach them a< it docs us that the permanry (uc| of ihmc 
advantages will depend much on your J/wd hlp» continuing m India till rou 
Jiavc seen the regulations firmlr established for the conducting these Important 
affair* another vear* experience and peaceable enjornteni of our acquisition* 
might fix them on a l«d that would give hopes tlicv mar hr a L ting a 
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tiu\ arc grv.tt And there is no doubt, my Lord, but the general voice of 
tin Lropmtoi'-. imUed we mu\ mv of c\ery man who wishes well to his 
tmimtv, will be to join m our request that your Lordship will continue another 
Neat m India \\i ate \uv Miisible of the sacrifice we ask your Loidship to 
makt m desiring sour cominunnci anoihci tear in Bengal after the great 
wrutfs \ou bare rendu ed the Company and the difficulties ^ou have passed 
through m accomplishing them undu circumstances in which your own 
i simple h is been the pimcipal means of rcsuainmg the general rapaciousncss 
and eoriujuion which had hi ought our affairs so ncai the brink of ruin These 
sen tees m\ Lord, desene mole than verbal acknowledgments and we have 
no doubt that die Proprietors will concur with us m opinion that some solid 
and pumanuit retribution adequate to sour grc.it merits should crowai your 
I/mlships labours and success 


London 

1 7th Mn\ 1766 

(Overland] 


We are, 

Your Loidship’s loving friends, 
Edwd Wilder / Luke Scrafton / E H. 
Ciuttendcn / Chas Chambers / J 
Pardoe / Jos DuPre / Thos Saunders / 
Chas Cutts / Heny Savage / Christr 
Baron / F W Barrington / John 
Harrison /J Purling /J Roberts / Peter 
Dutane Jr / Geo Wombvvcll / Rob 
Jones / Geo Cuming / Geo Dudley / 
Thos Rous / John Stephenson / Fredk 
Pigou 
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LETTER DATED 23 MAY 1766 


To the Right Hon’ble Lord Clive &c &c 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 

[1 ] I have it m command from the Court of Directors to acquaint you that 
the Mercury snow sailed from Portsmouth on the 20th instant and as she had 
a fine outset, it is hoped she will reach Bengal agreeable to the Courts wishes 
diat the very material dispatches she conveys may come to the hands of Lord 
Clive in good time, but least any accident should happen to the Mercury, 
duplicates of the seveial letters by her are now sent you overland by way of 
Aleppo and Bussorah to be forwarded from thence with die utmost dispatch 

[2 ] The Osterley Captain Fredk Vincent which sailed from die Downes 
for Bombay on the 17th March last proving very leaky, bore into Cadiz to refit 
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where the arrived on or about the 3rd of April and Captam Vincent ad met he 
should be ready to proceed on his voyage by the 27th or 28th of the same 
month, 

I am with great respect. 

My Lord and Gentlemen 

East India House Your most obedient and mott humble ten-ant, 

London 23rd May 1766 R. J 

[Overland] Secretary 
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LETTER DATED 21 NOVEMBER 1766 

Shipping news — illicit trade— council of supercargoes for managing 
Company s affairs in China — question of revival of investment through dadm 
merchants — faulty construction of the New Fort at Calcutta — reaction of the 
servants at Select Committees sending for four civilians for assistance 
from Fort St George — consideration of Indian affairs in Parliament — 
inconvenience caused by remittances by Company s servants — limits prescribed 
for the amount of drafts upon the Court— preference in grant of certi 
ficates to be green to ervil and military servants and particularly to Cltvc for his 
jagir — fund for discharge of arrears of navy claims 

OUR Prciidcnt nnd Council at Fort William in Bengal 

1 Our last letter to your Presidency went in duplicate by the Mercury 
trnnv and oicrland under date of the 17th of May last a triplicate thereof 
it cncloted in tint ship* packet. 

Z Since the date of tliat letter \our General Ixttcr of the 29th January 
with a letter from your Select Committee of the 31»t January and one from 
Lord Ch\c of the 1st February last ha\c come to our hands by the ship 
Grenville 

3 We write to the Select Committee by this comcyancc upon several 
matters of general importance to our interests it vour PrrtklcncV the order* 
and instruction* contained in the said letter are to lie obeved by roll a* ftdU 
and effectually a* if ther were inserted m these our general a Jure* This 
howeser i* not at all to lessen nr abate In any respect the powers with which 
wc base inrested our said Committee 

^ \\ c have the satisfaction of informing \ou tint sinco our Ij*i adtices 

the following *hipi base safeh imp* rtn! it / „ the Wu/«n anil Putt m (urn 
Quna on the 10th of June the Admiral P <oeh F^trl of Elgin and J>ufr r>/ 
Richmond from that plarr the Nth and Kill cf die same month the Tall^t 
Duke of Gloucester ) o rk Thtmet and Ftsex al«» from Quna the 7lh |0th 
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14th, 15th and 16th July and the Ankerwyke also from China the 3rd August, 
the Grenville from Bengal the 18th, the Hoisendon and Royal Captain from 
China the 23id and 26di August, the Kent from Bengal the I3th, the True 
Briton from Bombay the 15th, the Grosvenoi from Chma and Bencoolen the 
16th Scptembci, the Tilbury from Chma the 8th, the Hardwicke and 
Clive from Bombay on the 22nd and 23rd October, and the Pacifick from 
Bengal and Fort St George on die 18th of that month at Corke 

5 But for a more particular account of the arrival and departure of our 
shipping, you are referred to the lists ue noiv send as usual 

6 We acquainted you m our letter of the 17th of May last that the 
Secret Committee for the current year are George Dudley Esqr , Chairman of 
the Court, Thomas Rous Esqr , Deputy Chairman with Charles Cutts, Robert 
Jones and Henry Savage Esquires , they are mvested with the usual powers 
for giving such directions as they shall see fit for the safety of our outward 
and homeward bound ships, such oiders dierefoie as m consequence they or 
any diree of diem shall give are by the persons to whom die same shall be 
addressed to meet with all due obedience 

7 The ship Hector being now on hci depaiture, we embrace this first 
opportunity of acquainting you with some general informations and directions 
and making the necessary observations upon your advices received dns season, 
and 


First of shipping 


8 We have this season taken up on freight the undernamed ships, 
those for China at twenty shillings a ton less and the ships for all other parts 
at twenty shillings a ton more than last season The terms and conditions 
in other respects are the same as were agreed on for the ships taken up in 
1765 The ships of this year are each let for 499 tons and carry men and guns 
answerable diereto as will appear by the respective charterparties, their con- 
signments and intended times of departure are as follow mzt 


Ships 

Hector 

Latham 

Lord Holland 

Northumberland 

Earl of Middle- 
sex , , , 


Commanders 

John Williams 

James Moffatt 
Fasham Nairne 
John Mitford 

John Hasell 


Consignments 


Times pro- 
posed for 
dispatch 


Coast and Bay 

Madeira and Coast" 
and Chma 
Canaries and Coast 
and Bay 
St Helena and 
Chma 


under dis- 
patch 


end of 
November 


St Helena and 
Bencoglen 
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Ships 


Earl of Lincoln 
Houghton 
London 
Triton 

British Lint' 


Calcutta 

\ or (oik 
Lord Clr'e 
[ ansittart 
Et*mont 
i\orthtnrton 
Admiral Pocock 
Earl of Elgin 
II orccstrr 

lusrd Mansfield 


Butr 

[ i 

Furopa 

I 


Commanders 


Peter Hardwire 
William Smith 
Thomas Motley 
William Elpliin 
stone 

Richard Wlllmm 
son 

C eorge Thom<on 

John Sandvs 
Barnabt Bartlett 
Roger Fish Palmer 
Cluirlrs Mean 
John Seal\ 

Tlionias Riddell 
Thomas Cooke 
Richard Hall 

Alexander Maclcod 


Patrick. Maithnd 
Arthur Morris 

Henry Hindc Pcllr 
Benjamin Hooke 


Consignments Timer pro 
posed for 
dispatch 

Coast and China 
do 
do 

middle of 

do I December 


Bcncoolcn and 
China 

Madeira and Coast 
and Bay 
do do 

China 


middle of 
Janum 


do \ 

Coast and Ba\ 


do J 

do J 

do ' 

Madeira and 
Bombay 

Fort St George 
Bombay and ' 
China 

do do ami Mocha 
Tort St Ceorge ami 
Bombay v 

do do 

Bombay 


enil of 
January 


middle of 
February 


l>egmning of 
March 


9 The \crv large Indents rctcitrd from mur Presidency fur oil kimls 
of military stores ha\r la k! us under the nrers tty of consigning so many 
hips to Coat i and Hay this \rar and the ships \Jmtral Poe tel and Ear! if 
Flpn mentioned in the Iscfnrrgmng list were taken up in addition t ► thr 
numl>rr fr»t intended merely to comply tilth your pres mg demand* 

19 V»u will of sene the llretirt consignment is (ot lU-ngal we hair 
iiorrthrlrM directed Captain Williams to pros red wilh all dojutih fir*t t I oft 
Si Oe< rge to dr liter tiic pallet ami nidi c« nsi^mnrnt* lie may hate f * 
that I fr»t Jrnev an I that they mat there di etnlurk emit < f thr military at 
they shall hair t ran n ft if they »h oM lie m nr waninl thrre thin with 
amicnthi trrtiir We lute dtrrctrd them rt I i 1 or a m rmrnt • tirnr an 1 
t forward the /tret wuli all »j«ml tn T m William 

II Tlv- I*rr rtlrret if Toff St George arc charred fr tn m if *i if If 
dull appear n t tr f * our intrtot they are r n « i!t t ti ntinu tl d t r» 
ti m c 1 »} r fjwl recruits f rf IV-t **j| Jrit a! t aer mpif y d m wit) a» t n t 
t" tr at max I— r mun ft tn tlu-ir girr * n jr 1 i! r Util f fan « rntry 
thr it alv t |-e p-tf ym d with all | w * * d j ml 
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12 The ships, Lord Mansfield and Bute, mentioned m the preceding 
list arc to continue in India till early in the year 176S, under the direction of 
the President and Council of Bombay, and arc then to be dispatched, the 
Lord Mansfield for China with a cargo proper for the Canton market, and 
the Bute to Mocha with a cargo sufficient for the purchase of a loading of 
coffee, both ships to he returned home, the one from China and the other 
from Mocha 

13 As we shall depend upon one ship’s proceeding from Bombay to Mocha 
as mentioned in the preceding paragraph, in ease therefore die Bute shall be 
prevented by unavoidable and unforeseen accidents from performing the said 
\oyagcs, under such circumstances, we shall give directions that some other 
ship is to he sent in her room , hut in ease of any accident happening to the 
Lord Mansfield . no other ship is to he sent to China in her stead, as it may 
be the means of distressing our Presidencies for shipping to bring home the 
large imestments we may reasonably expect especially from Fort St George 
and Bengal , however, if that should nbt be the ease and rather than any ship 
should lay unemployed, another ship is to be sent from Bombay to China in 
lieu of the Lord Mansfield 

14 You will observe by the foregoing destination of our shipping that 
the Lord Mansfield, Bute, Europe, and new ship, Captain Morris, are ordered 
to call first at Fort St George, which is with no other design than to assist 
in carrying out the military recruits intended for the service of our Fort St 
George and Fort William Presidencies When they arc landed therefore at 
Fort St George, we give orders to the President and Council there to forward 
the said ships immediately to Bombay 

15 It has been our constant recommendation for our set eral Presidencies 
mutually to concert the necessary plans for the returning the several ships 
intended to be laden home the same season of their arrival in India , this 
will be materially necessary at tins time, as there is great reason to believe 
that even the eight Coast and Bay ships mentioned in tire list of destination 
will not be sufficient to bring home those investments If that shall be the 
case, you will take care m time to settle measures with the Presidency of 
Bombay for having one or tw r o of the ships destined thither this season for 
that service as the cargoes of the Coast and Bay ships are much more valuable 
and consequently more interesting to the Company than those from Bombay 
can possibly be 

16 However, as before observed the four Bombay ships which are to call 
first at Fort St George are to be forwarded thither as directed, and if the 
President and Council there are informed the Presidency at Bombay is in real 
w r ant of troops, they are to send such a supply by the said ships as may be 
necessary and order them to be landed at Tellicherry or elsewhere on the 
Mallabar Coast where they may be most wanted 

17 If one of the Bombay ships is to assist m bringing home the Fort 
St Geoige or Bengal investment, the preference is to be given to the new 
ship, Captam Morris, and we give our orders to the President and Council at 
Bombay to send her accordingly, which we hope will be m time for a proportion 
of the Fort St George investment and they and you are to cQncert the necessary 
measures accordingly 
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18 In general. a» you wdl know the importance of the early amval of 
our ships in England from the se\ cral parts of India we recommend every 
practicable measure to be pursued for effecting the same. 

19 Having now modelled the instructions to the commanders of the ships 
in our service you mil reccise herewith copies thereof for your information 
that care may be taken so far as depends upon you that they pay due obedience 
thereto 

20 The President and Council at Fort Sl George having represented to 
us that the long stay and disembarking the recruits from our outward bound 
ships at Joanna 1 has been ven prejudicial to their healths and that the shipping 
which hate only stopped there for a short time proved very healthy the 
captains have it recommended to them to put in the Cape for refreshments 
in preference to all other places if the season will admit of it and arc enjoined 
to avoid Joanna but on being indispensihly obliged to stop there they arc 
required to remain no longer than sfysll be absolutely necessary for taking 
in wood water and provisions and on no account to land anr of the men 
if it can possibly be avoided yet if the disembarking them cannot he dis- 
pensed with the commanders arc positively charged not to suffer them to lav 
ashore at night that prejudice and danger to the healths of the recruits may 
be prevented. We give you this information that if any of the ships for your 
Presidency touch at Joanna you are to call upon the captains for their reasons 
and advise us of the result of your enquiry 
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bv Captain Gill, which information fiom many ciicumstanccs they were 
acquainted with of their own knowledge when the last mentioned vessel was 
in the river, they believe to be tint 

22 The said information is so circumstantial that we cannot have the 
least doubt of the truth of the whole We therefore positively direct, if the 
Nottingham shall at any time after the receipt of this Jcttci he at your 
Picsidency, that vou make the strictest enquiry in the manner directed in 
our letters of last season into every circumstance of the said illicit trade And 
here we must observe that we think it almost impossible that such quantities 
of goods could he landed at any of our Picstdcncies or any other place oi 
places from anv ship or ships on which they may have been transhipped 
without their having some intimation or knowledge thereof We have reason 
therefore to expect our servants at Bombay have taken up this matter in the 
proper manner even before our orders come to hand, hut least that should not 
have been done and the Nottingham is at Bengal, you arc immediately to 
proceed as above directed, and if it shall appear to yon upon the strictest 
enquiry as directed m our former orders with this addition, of examining 
the mates upon oath that anv of the said illicit goods me actually on hoard 
or have been on hoard and delivered before her arrival at your port, it is 
our express and positive order and upon no pretence or consideration whatso- 
ever to he dispensed with, that you forthwith dismiss Captain Howe from the 
command of the Nottingham and send him to England by the first covcyancc 
that offers, except the said ship, and appoint his chief officer, captain in his 
stead, if there is no objection to him, as we arc thoroughly satisfied, Captain 
Howe must either he actually concerned m the said goods, or that he knowing- 
ly received or permitted them to he received on hoard, or both, which we look 
upon in the same aggravating light 

23 We have appointed the gentlemen following, to he our council of 
sujira cargoes for managing the affairs of the Company in China the ensuing 
season, vizt , Messrs Thomas Fitzhugh, Henry Rcvell, Stephen Devisme, 
Benjamin Torin, Mann Horner, Thomas Smith, Thomas Thomas, William 
Rous, Thomas Bevan, William Harrison, Matthew Raper Junior and John 
Bradby Blake We have also chosen Messrs William Henry Pigou and George 
Rogers, writers to our council in China for five years 

24 Messrs Horner, Thomas, Harrison, Raper and Blake with the two 
writers take then passage on the two ships bound directly to China 

25 The ships which are to he under the direction and management of 
the said council are, the Osterley or any other ship which shall be sent from 
Bombay to Canton m her stead m the year 1767 and all such as shall m the 
course of that year arrive there from tire Company’s settlements m India, 
destitute of supra cargoes customarily called casual ships (if any such there 
shall be), also the Northumberland bound first to St Helena and from thence to 
Canton , the Latham bound to Madeira and Fort St George and thence 
to Canton , the Houghton, Earl of Lincoln, London and Triton bound to Fort 
St George and thence to Canton , the British King bound first to Bencoolen 
and thence to Canton, and the Lord Clive and Vansittart consigned direcdy to 
Canton 

26 Messrs, Henry Revell, Stephen Devisme, Benjamm Tonn, Mann 
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Homer William Rous Thomas Be ran and William Ham«on arc appointed 
our resident supra cargoes at Canton for the year 176S, thev are directed as 
usual to conduct and tale care of the Company * affair* upon the departure of 
such of the bcforcmcnuoncd council a* arc to leave China in the season of the 
year 1767 and before the arrival of those supra cargoes we shall appoint 
member* for the succeeding council 

27 We this year forbid our China ship* calling at Batavia outward bound 
except m cases absolute necessity and vou arc to signify the same to the 
commander of any casual ship which mav be dispatched from \our Presidency 
to Canton if anv such shall happen to be sent. 

2$ The supra cargoes we ha\c appointed for purchasing a cargo of 
coffee at Mocha for the ship Bute which is to proceed thither from Bombay 
as bcforcmcnuoncd tn the year I76S arc one of the Company » covenanted 
sonants from Bombay Mr Edward Ironside and Captain Patrick Maitland 

29 Ir plies us great pleasure to obsenc mu hair found firs up (he 

country which the Master Attendant report* are proper for masts and yards if 

the) will stand the climate We hope to find upon trial 

A they hate done so as it will in such case be a \cry important 

dt»cotcfV and sa\c the Company a great ex pence which 
they are now put to in tonnage for those articles and will emblc them much 
liettcr to accommodate the troops sent lo India. 

30 We remarked in our letter of the I7th May last upon the very great 
expence of the purchase and fitting out the Admiral Uertrm packet and we 
liaic l>ccn since confirmed in those sentiments by finding that upon putting 
her up to sale she would yield hut nine hundred and fifty pounds with all 
her stores excepting guns and kintbgc 

31 We arc pleased m find mu ha\c adjusted the Company s demand 
on the owners of the Salrba\ with the commander Ii was certainly ihe Intrn 
tion of the agreement dial the owners should account with the Company for 
the money advanced diem tn England and as the Bechentiom was under the 
same circumstances we hope to hear vou liavc done the like with respect to her 

31 In our letter of the 19th February last we strongly urged the necc uty 
of dispatching home vour ships as earlr as possible to prevent the rl«k ami 
oilier evils which hue frequently attended the keejung them ton late in vmir 
River and of which the Bute last season was a striking instance We arc rum 
confirmed in the necessity of dime injunctions by the non arrival of the 
/ on borne and \dmirat II <Ki n with us we therefore positively thrref you 
t > pay the strictest attention to this Important point liv giving (he earliest 
di patch lo all the ships under vour direction vi u possibly can that wr mar have 
no ctcra i m t » animadvert upon your measures in this respect f * the fumrr 

33 Wr rlixtsr vou recommend to our notice Mr Dean the JVp»m 
Ms ter Attendant f *r In* services }n the marine and t^iog 
j */*! -its J » a)wa\ rracjy to rnrouragr mrrif wr direst that hr sorter I 
l the pwi i f Ma trr Altrtulant up< n dir death of <otnt 
a«ay 1 l jptain f rhV if vmj shall judge him in every rrs{»-ti q iali(Vd f t 
that thsri*T 

'3 We muvt here take r >inr that ih Ion in tlu d pjrrmenr hii 
I'm ru“I mils son fuel t! httle carr ha been film t » r* v *n ! r j df 
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the vessels m a proper manner as appears frequently m such vessels m particular 
employed upon the West Coast service It is therefore recommended to you 
to sec that die Master Attendant, and all the people dependant upon his office, 
do dieir duty to the Company in every respect to your satisfaction 

35 We much approve of your putting in execution the Master Attendant’s 
proposal for cutting a ship and making ways for repairing die sloops, to prevent 
dieir being sent round to Bombay for that purpose, which was attended with 
much loss of time and expcncc to the service, and we hope to find that they 
can be repaired as well, and upon much more reasonable terms than at Bombay 

Secondly of goods from Europe or from one part of India 1o another 

36 The principal articles of the intended export for our several Presi- 
dencies and China this season consist nearly of the undermentioned 
particulars vizt , 


For Bengal 

Cloth 426 bales, long ells 60 bales, other piece goods 3 bales, lead 300 tons, copper 
200 tons, iron 300 tons, steel 10 tons, gunpowder 1510 barrels, small arms 1032 
chests, Madeira wine 150 pipes and vidoma wine from the Island TencrilTc 
70 pipes 
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For Bombay Presidency 

For the Bombay market doth 1560 bale* long cIU 374 bale* other piece pood* 
5. bales and ease? lead 300 tons copper 40S tons iron 300 ton? Heel 50 tons nn 
10 ton* Madeira wine 50 pipes gunpowder 210 barrels small arms ISO chests 
20 pipes of ndonia wine to be tent from St George. 

For Bussorah market doth 324 bales IS of which arc of a French fahnek 
long ells 100 bales of 10 pieces in caclu 

For Bushire market cloth 784 bales long ell* '’00 bales of 10 pieces In each 
other piece goods 2 bales 

For Sandv market doth 106 lialcs long cIU 30 hales of 20 pieces m each 

bale 

All the said bcforcmcntioncd consignments arc diwdcd in nearly crpial 
proportion* on the six Bombay ship* the Madeira mne excepted which all 
goes on the II orccsler 


For Fort i\Iarl borough 

Iaght iron 100 ton flour 20 tons beef and pork 40 half hogshead* of each gun 
powder ( | barrel* cordage 38 tons ironmongers wire of several sort* 16 ton* 
anchors and grapnels 7 ton*. 

All which article* arc laden on the ship* Earl of Middle sex and British Amg 

Over and nliovc the said social consignments we are well satisfied our 
*aid Presidency will lie in want of many particulars from our settlement* in 
India \ou arc therefore to compb in the fullest manner with our repeated ami 
positive orders for sending such supplies thither a* they stand in need of or 
indent for from nine to tune 

^ nu v* ill observe we <end out no treasure this season to Fort Marlliornugh 
a* we shall depend upon that Presidency* l>cing supplied b\ sou ami our 
President and Council at l*ort St George with a* much a* they dull have 
out ion for hr the purchase of their pepper Investment and their mil 
military and oilier expener* and \ou arc to concert tlir necessary measure* 
accordingly the sooner a remittance can l>e made it Hill Ik* agreeable a* nr 
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first at Fort St Geoige, 630 barrels of gunpowder designed for Bengal which 
we have directed our President and Council to forward to you by the first safe 
and convenient opportunities 

38 Our agents at die island of Madeira, Messrs Chambeis, Hiccox and 
Dcnyer are directed to make a regular consignment to you by invoice and bill 
of lading of die 150 pipes of wine to be shipped by them m equal proportions 
on the slnps, Calcutta and Norfolk as beforementioned As it has lain near 
a year in warehouse, and they had our directions foi it’s being die best die 
island produced, we hope it will prove to your satisfaction , however, give us 
\ ery particular accounts how it turns out, bodi widi respect to the quality and 
die condition of die casks, takmg care that die owners are made accountable 
to die Company for any deficiencies arising from bad stowage or pilferage on 
board 

39 We last year sent you a quantity of vidoma wine from the island 
of Teneriffe foi a tryal whedier it might not m a great measure, if not 
altogedier, answer as well m the East Indies as Madeira and acquainted you 
of our intention of sending a furdier quantity dns year We have m conse- 
quence diereof ordered the ship, Lord Holland, to call there and receive 150 
pipes each to gauge full 120 gallons for which we are to pay ten pounds sterling 
a pipe including the casks widi ten iron hoops diereon, and all charges on board, 
seventy pipes of which are to be consigned to your Presidency, and die other 
eighty to die President and Council at Fort St George , as diese are ordered 
at two separate houses diev are to be slupped as follow vizt , 

By Mr John Collogan, eighty pipes for Fort St George and twenty for Bengal 
By Messrs Comyns, Brodiei and Powei fifty pipes foi Bengal 

40 Hefei ence must be had to die invoices, bills of lading and advices 
which we have dnected our correspondents to enclose to you by die Lord 
Holland for die particulars of the seventy pipes intended for your Presidency, 
who are also as usual to transmit to you certificates of die gauge and condition 
of the casks under their hands and of Captain Nairn or his officers, in hke 
manner as is practised with the Madeira wine, the casks are also to be burnt 
with an iron near the bung with the Company’s mark, and the marks of each 
house are to be on their respective casks We last year gave you particular 
directions for returning to us an account of die condition, quantities and 
quahties of the wines you received from each house, together with a survey of 
their stowage and we shall expect your punctual compliance therewidi m regard 
to those you will receive by the Lord Holland 

41 Out of the above quantities of wine consigned to Bengal, you are 
positively directed to send to Fort Marlborough, four pipes of Madeira and 
four pipes of vidoma by the first good conveyances diat offer We direct the 
President and Council at Fort St George to send to Fort Mailborough the 
same quantity of Madeira and vidoma wmes out of what goes consigned to 
them 

42 Notwidistandmg any former orders we dispense with your putting up 
any of the Madeira or vidoma wmes consigned to your Presidency to publick 
sale , and we leave it to you, to divide die same among our civil and military 
servants, in such proportions, as shall appear to you most equitable according 
to their several ranks and stations, and we direct that they be charged at the 
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full prime coil with an advance of thirty per cent thereon observing that the 
loss by leakage is to be accounted a pan of the pnmc con. On there term* 
only the raid wines arc to be dehrerrd to the respective perron* to whom this 
indulgence extend* upon their paring for the same accorduigh 

43 Frequent complaint* having been received of the pasteboard* u*cd in 
the package of the fine cloth* occauoning damage thev arc this year packed 
with slit deal* tnitcad of pasteboards- We desire to be informed bv the first 
opportunity if the method of packing be esteemed more safe and con\cnicnt 
than the former 

44 We have come to i resolution that all the medicines and drug* wanted 
for our several Presidencies, shall in future be provided by the Companj of 
Apothecaries notwithstanding their prices exceed those of other person* as 
there is a certainty of being supplied by them with the best sort* cvety article 
coming under the inspection of a deputation from the College of Physician*, 
and the Surgeons Companj which is not the ease with those of private person* 
^ou arc however to report to ui from umc to time the quality of those sent 
to vour Presidency and if you should find an\ of them not answer our cxpccta 
lions vou will point out to us particular!) the defects with such observations 
a* may be necessary for our information 

45 By the ships of this season you will receive the liars and shoes for 
the mihtan as desired and we shall continue to complv with your indent for 

them annually both thc*c articles arc provided by different 
\o*r^ I frTpa rail's *hom nc have directed to distinguish their good* 

by separate mark* and we sliall expea your Impartial 
opinion which arc entitled to the preference Twenty dozen shoe* of a superior 
quality arc al«o sent for the officers, and )ou arc also to report to u* how they 
answer 

46 We have ordered twenty five thousand inuwjuct of the Inst sort 

reread <j{ r/rrrrr thaa-tand Indented {nr and *c fndpc *n7 txr qovfc 

uffiucnt e»pcaall> when we considered vour Separate Letter of the 30tli Sep- 
trmlKT 1765 wherein vou onlv desire an immediate supply of ten tli iu*and small 
arms and an annual rrcruit of four thousand afterward 
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your advices of this year, we can only say, that all possible care is taken for the 
Lre from Select Company being furnished with the best that can be made, 
Com 1st Oct 1765 and not any of the former are received, but such as are 
P ara 25 proved and passed by His Majesty’s proof masters at 

Woolwich, exactly m the same manner as the Kmg’s, and the musquet barrels 
are proved at the Tower under the inspection of the proof masters , we have 
Genl Lre from entered into a very minute examination of the report of 
29th Jany 1766 the proof of brass ordnance at Bengal on the 14th and 15th 
P ara 21 January last, and are fully convmced, that so many pieces 

bemg condemned is owmg to the estabhshed quantity of powder for the proof 
being gready exceeded The brass 24 pounder field pieces were proved at 
Woolwich widi 18 lb powder but at Bengal with 21 lb , and even the charge of 
18 lb was diought by several to be too much, it bemg the quantity for the King’s 
medium 24 poundeis, which although they are a foot and half shorter dian the 
Company’s 24 pounders, weigh about twelve hundred weight more , the Kang’s 
proof charge for light twelve pounders is six pounds of powder, and for light 
six pounders three pounds of powder, whereas they have been proved at Bengal 
with double the quantity The accident therefore of the twelve pounder gun 
bursting in a salute with three pounds of powder appears to us most extra 
ordinary 


50 We would have the founders names on the condemned guns and 
mortars transmitted to us, and the same is to be observed with respect to the 
gunmakers should any of the small arms turn out defective 


51 Twehe eighteen pounder medium brass guns are ordered to be cast 
instead of the like number of long light twenty four pounders indented for, 
as we are well assured the eighteen poundei mediums will answer much better 


Thirdly of investments 

52 If the revenues come regularly into your treasury, to so large an 
amount as you have given us reason to expect, and which we flatter ourselves 
will certainly be the case if no unforeseen disappomtments happen, you will be 
possessed, after the civil and military charges of the Presidency are defrayed, 
and a reserve made sufficient for all exigencies of such large sums as may be 
difficult to be invested, in order for their annually centering with us, and the 
Company in such case may be very rich in Bengal, and at the same time under 
very disagreeable and embarrassing circumstances at home It will require 
therefore all your attention to enlarge every channel for conveymg to us as 
early as possible, the annual produce of our acquisitions, as well as profits of 
trade , for this purpose, we recommend it to you m the strongest manner, to 
inciease die investment of your Presidency to the utmost extent ) 0 U can, with- 
out debasing the several manufactures by indiscriminately taking in such goods 
as you shall judge unfit for die Europe market, and at the same time using all 
imaginable care and caution, not to give any just reasons for complaints from 
the odier European nations, as we would have harmony subsist between you 
and them, w'hich w r e dunk with prudence may very consistently be preserved, 
even with your endeavours for increasing our investments In order for your 
guidance in this important point, we now send you a list of the species and 
quantities of the several articles to be provided at )Our Presidcncv, von will 
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observe that the quantity* arc larger than usual yet great as they arc we hope 
by cxcrung your best endeavour* they may be extended particularly in those 
articles pointed out in the accompanying account to a* large an amount ai 
you can find conveyance* for for which purpose every ship must have ns much 
surplus tonnage as she can possibly take in but as the number of ships to be 
dispatched from your Presidency will depend upon circumstance* we shall 
confide in your care for concerting with our other Presidencies the necessary 
measures for being effectually supplied with shipping 

53 If your circumstance* are such as we have intimated in the preceding 
paragraph the investment you can send from Bengal will not we apprehend 
with all your endeavours be to so great an amount a* to answer the desired 
purposes, ^ou arc therefore to make such early remittance* to our other 
Presidencies as wilt enable them to extend their investments also to the utmost 
and in particular we shall depend upon your effectually supplying annually 
our council tn China with silver and other article* sufficient for a full investment 
from thence. 

54 With respect to the China investment if you forwarded thither the 
twenty four lacks of rupees mentioned in your letter of the 29th January last 
winch we must suppose to have been done in tliat ease our council at Canton 
will with their stock in Iiand and exports from hence liave enough to load 
home all the ships arrived there in the year 1766 and have after that a large 
surplus remaining to begin the investment for die ships now going out which 
arc to l>c dispatched from thence in the course of the scn«on of 1767 We 
observe with pleasure from Lord Clives letter of the 1st February last that it 
was intended to send twenty four lacks of rupees more to China for the invest 
inent for the last mentioned ship if that measure has been earned into 
execution there will be much more than a sufficient stock to provide full load 
mgs for them and even to have a large surplus remaining but as we apprehend 
our China council have given you some account of their situation the forward 
mg all or jurt of the last mentioned twenty four lacks must necessarily depend 
upon their representation to you and our Presidency of ton St. George and 
nr make no doubt of vuiir carefully attending to tliat important lira nth of the 
Companv * affair* hv proportioning the supplies according to circumstance* 

V5 Though as Iscfon. noticed we mu t *upp»ft*c the China council Informed 
\ hi « f the *titc of their Mock vet to prrvcnt difficulties ninth may an c from 
any < mi ion in th it quarter nc n w gi»c them and the resident »upra cargoes 
for the nnic luring the num \ mvc order* to lake the earliest ojqv»rtunttic* 
i f inf rtning vwi from time to time of what renmumo imv Iht itrtrtory f r 
t! tir annual !nvt tmcftl* 
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from hence for that market do and will m future consist of woollen goods and 
lead only, until we give you notice to the contrary 

57 With respect to saltpetre the directions we gave last season m our 
letter of the 13th December, are to be observed the ensuing season, it bemg 
our meaning that no more be sent us than two thousand tons m the whole 
from all our Presidencies together You will therefore take the necessary 
measures accordingly 

58 We cannot help expressing our Uneasiness at the yearly mcrease of 
the number of subordmates under the direction of junior servants , we are 
sensible of the necessity there is for exerting a degree of influence m the provid- 
ing the investment to prevent our rivals in trade from buymg from the weavers 
at the close of the season, the cloths, for which our money was advanced early 
m the year , but when we reflect on the many mstances of extortion and 
oppression practised by Mr Gray and others of our servants over the natives, 
and the numberless mstances wherein Europeans when at a distance from the 
Presidency, have taken upon them the character of magistrates, have overawed 
the civil administration, and oppressed the country around them, and through 
the abject state of the oppressed natives, then malversations escape unheard 
of, unless their own quarrels or the vigilance of an uncorrupt administration 
brmg them to light , we become extremely averse to the trusting our servants 
from under the eye of the Presidency , you are therefore to consider the spmt 
of this our intention, relative to the new established subordmates, as far as it 
may be proper to carry it into execution without detriment to our mvestment , 
and we further recommend it to your consideration, whether, and m what degree 
it may be eligible to revive the former custom of providing the mvestment by 
dadney merchants 

Fourthly concerning the country government and European powers 

and the trade of India 


59 We approve your spirited remonstrances to the Dutch General and 
Council at Batavia, on the occasion of the seizure of the ophium from the 
snows Cornish and Neptune at Mallacca , you may be 
assured we never shall acquiesce m the pretensions the 
Dutch form to an exclusive trade to the eastward, and in 
order to obtam a suitable redress, we shall depend upon your 
taking such measures, as are consistent with justice, the law of nations and the 
treaties subsisting between our respective sovereigns 


General Lre 
from 20th Jany 
1766 Pa 28 


Fifthly of fortifications , buildings and revenues 


60 We hope the barracks you are determined to build, will tend to the 
preservauon of the men, and to promote discipline by keepmg them more under 
the eye of the officers, though we have doubts as to the building of barracks 
m so populous a city as Patna, where we think the men will be more exposed 
to diseases, and disputes between them and the natives which may have bad 
consequences, and it seems to us that if the barracks were situated at a proper 
distance from Patna, all such inconveniences may in a great measure be 
avoided 
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61 Mr Martin i letter of the 29th January last and the view of the New 
Fort which accompanied it, give ui great reason to be alarmed at the dangerous 
nutation of the work* both from the encroachment* of the River and from 
the ruinous condition they appear to be in. It is a very mortifying circum 
stance to us to find that after the vast turns expended in this great work, it 
should now appear that the want of judgment in those who were immediate!) 
charged with the direction and construction should put u* to so great an ex pence 
as must attend the making an enure new extenor revetement. \\ c flattered our 
selves that the desenpuon Mr Martin gave us m hi* letter of the 26th November 
1764 of the condition of the works, and the apprehension* he then expressed, 
were the judgment formed upon a first view and might be exaggerated for 
we could hardly believe it possible, that with the least experience such gross 
errors in the construction could have been committed as now too evidently 
appear but Mr Martin • letter and perspective new now before us arc confirms 
uons too strong to admit of further doubt and it is become highly necessary 
that some remedy should be applied We must for that purpose in a great 
measure depend on the ability and integrity of Mr Martin to whose department 
it particularly belongs nevertheless as Mr Call our Chief Engineer on the 
coast of Choromandel has acquired great experience in constructing the fortifi 
cations there we arc well pleased to find you had wrote to our Presidency at 
Fort Sl George that he might proceed to Calcutta to assist with hut advice# 
and if agreeable thereto he lias been or shall arrive at your Presidency We 
hope that he and Mr Marttn deliberating together maj concert some effectual 
plan for remedying the past errors and proceeding in the future works with 
as little ex pc nee as possible ^Kr on the spot must be better able to judge of 
tlic propriety of what they mav propose than we who can onlv be furnished 
with dcscripuons however in all events confiding in jour care and attention 
our directions arc only general, that those works which arc most essential to 
render the fortifications defensible be done first That such works as ore 
necessary to the security of the place and (bv wliat cause soever) arc become 
incapable ol substantial repairs be rcbuilu That such expedients upon mature 
dclilxnauon as shall lie judged most effectual to prevent the dangerous cn 
CToachments of the Riser be earned Into execution and iliac until the Ixulv of 
the place the magazines lodgments liarracks ami other buildings immediately 
necessary l»c com plea ted no new works arc to Ik- undertaken or licgun without 
a real nctnuiv 

61 Mr Campbells remarks on the inconvcnicncie# winch would arise on 
the fixing the urea on a jwmiancnt footing do not tarry any oilier conviction 
than tliat of a icmptwarr mumseniencr from the di tress it would I ring t n 
the shrofji and other* who Inc hv the exchange on u t m Ur are n >f t< n»m 
ted it would cxiasron more frauds in deluung or fain- o imn^, of ruj [*-» am! 
wt thrtef rrc recommend it to you to take the subject once more under jtmr 
tonnderattorL 

Sitf/J) onj fr*cnf/i/y of covenant <jrj / milttJfS Jrrtan/i ante «,nunfi 

64 Mr Richard IWthrr ard Mr Jjnv~» Akiitv! r now jk »ml in tlo r 
f/rvl t tl nr stations a-rrranr to our app»untnmt at a 1st n! In rur lettrt 
to vtm of live 1 i!s Mir Jut 
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64 Wi hu\c this season appointed the following pci sons to be writers at 
your Presidency, who arc to rank upon the list of covenant servants in the 
order they arc here named vizt , John Purling, John Brisco, John Mosden Hatch, 
Christopher Keating, John Shakespear, Edward Parry, Robert Jacomb, Adam 
Dawson, Matthew Da\ie, Joseph Sherburn, William Holland, Nathaniel Price, 
David Anderson, John Dick, and William Cotes 

65 We hate also appointed Mr Roger Anthony Dumbleton to be a 
writer upon your establishment on lus attaining to the age of sixteen years, 
which as appears from the registers, formerly transmitted us from your 
Presidency w'here he was born, will be on or about the 16th March 1768 

66 We gave \cry particular directions in our lettei of the 13th Decembei 
1765, for keeping all our covenant servants closely employed in their several 
departments , for taking proper measures with such of them as prove negligent 
or refractory, and for discharging from our service all monthly waiters We 
now confirm those orders, aild require your strictest compliance therewith, as 
we are satisfied, that with die great numbei of servants already at your Presi- 
dency, and the ample supply now sent, die business in every blanch may be 
performed with great case and leave no pretence for continuing any monthly 
writers in our employ 

67 We hate recencd the remonstrance of oui servants on the Select 
Committee's sending to Fort St George to be assisted with the foui gentlemen 
from that Presidency, and aldiough the remonstrance in itself is decent, yet 
the behaviour of our servants on the occasion, has been so extraordinary, that 
if passed unnoticed, there would be an end of all order and subordination, 
and consequently the Company’s affairs fall into the utmost confusion We 
do not wonder that some few of those who had served us widi zeal and fidelity, 
thought themselves aggrieved by a measure, which reflected on the whole 
body of our covenanted servants , but we fear very few were m that situation, 
and even those few, lose the merit of that plea, by having joined with some, 
who have been conspicuous for their misconduct and with unexperienced 
young men, to fly in the face of Government Mr Majendie’s refusal to reply 
to the questions put to him, respecting the general agreement to refuse the 
President’s invitations, to treat widi disrespect the members of the Committee 
who concurred in this necessary measure, and with contempt and indignity 
the gentlemen called from Madrass, sufficiently prove the existence of such 
a combination, and the Committee did well to suspend Mr Majendie 2 the 
service 

68 We look on it, as the most wanton insolence and the highest insult 
to our authority in the young servants to have presumed to treat with dis- 
respect the noble Lord who stands so high m our esteem, and a Committee 
distinguished by such marks of our confidence And we do therefore order 
and direct you to summon the whole of those servants residing m Calcutta, 
who were guilty of die said misbehavioui before you, and order them to make 
the most satisfactory concessions to die President and to the Select Committee , 
and the servants of the subordinates to do the same by letter , in case of dis- 
obedience either to the letter or spirit of this order, whether by an absolute 
refusal or by the manner of doing it, we leave it to you to dismiss the most 
refractory among them, and to send them to Europe 
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69 These concessions arc a jujucc due to the President and to the 
gentlemen to whom they are made but it must be a long course of decent 
deportment diligence and fidelity that can restore these young tenants to 
our good opinion let them know that until they have learned to obey they 
are not fit to be trusted with power and that unless we have some scry con 
vmcing proof of their good behaviour they shall be kept back m the service, 
and never suffered to rise until the) arc worthy 

70 We hereby direct that upon receipt of this IctteT Mr Hugh Watts 
be dismissed from the Company s service and sent to England by one of the 
first conveyances that offer for reasons given in our letter to the Select 
Committee of this date unless you may judge it necessary to indulge him with 
liberty to continue in Bengal to settle hu private affairs not exceeding twelve 
months and that only on condition he behaves to your satisfaction. 

71 We have filed a bill against Mr John Johnstone in the Court of 
Chanccty to make him account to the Company for the money he received 
from the present Nabob on his succeeding to the subahshtf) on the decease of 
his father Mir Jafficr contrary to and in breach of the most express orders 
of tlic Compattv ami we intend to proceed in the same manner against all 
the other servants of the Company who have been confederates with lum or 
arc concerned in the like offence. 1 We shall not stop here the instances in 
Mr Johnstone and others applying part of die revenues of Burdwan, 
Midnapoor and Jclb'orc during their residence at those places to char own 
private emolument to the great prejudice of the Company do not escape our 
notice for these and all other frauds we shall use all legal endeavours to 
bring die offenders to justice and we Jwpc by thc«c means we shall put an 
entire stop to that venality and corrupuon which has been of late so prevalent 
In almost every rank of our servants 

71 We shall expect and accordingly direct tint you furnish us with all 
the evidence and in the mon auihcnuch manner you can not only with respect 
to the wrong the Companv lias sustained as bcforementioncd In their revenues 
but also to every other fraud that comes or shall come to your knowledge 

71 The Companv s great acquisitions in Bengal ami the immense 
fortunes acquired with such rapuhtv bv their servants and others arc objects 
of *o striking a nature tliat dies could not fail of attracting general olmrrvation 
ami accordingly we have some tlmr since been apprized bjr Hu Majesty* 
mini teT» tliat the c«m* idem turn of J.a%i India affair* would in all likelihood 
come before I jrlumetit we arc preparing the necessary information* dial 
we miv l*c ready ti give the l>c*t sati factum we can with ropect to the situa 
lion if the Company* affair* Imt wliat such enquiries may Ik- and the imie 
of them cannot p* ihlr l*c furrserti Inr u we tan therefore at jirrscnt < nlr 
make dm remark that it i incuinlirtu on every mrmlKr t f die Onnpany anil 
tarry imant Iwl-mping t > them to evince that fidelity anil attention t the 
true interest if the (auupanv will Ik- the governing rw rises if dinr conduct 

*4 In mir letter t » the Select Gtmnmtre under iUfe t f di«* l"th May Inf 
paragraph we pie them t under rami tliat vmi itiq lit e\j*rct to frcritr 
or this nievjnce imf direct* n« with roprrt to a plan f *r the r«< mrapnertit 
of our servant / y mane wrl 1 tv r awm wr are or let d r m-tr its if 
defetrinr the same t a f B «*in- dnpati.lt rf dm s«mw m am •og i <1 r» tl f 
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preparation for the Parliamentary enquiry into the Company’s affairs as 
mentioned m paragraph 73 of this letter too much engrosses our time and 
attention to enter into the discussion of a subject which requires the maturest 
consideration In die mean time we shall depend upon your having upon 
the receipt of the said letter fully and effectually complied with die oiders 
therein contained tilth respect to the inland trade in salt &ca 

75 In the several ships packets you will as usual receive lists of the 
scieral persons whom tie have licensed to proceed to and remain m the East 
Indies as free merchants m the seafaring way or otherways signed by our 
Secretary 

76 The like is done with respect to such persons as we permit to take 
passage to India in die quality of surgeons and who are to be provided for in 
die Company’s service, if (mild deserving, at any of our settlements, after those 
who have been already recommended, if any such there arc 

77 Having taken into our consideration the number of military recruits 
necessary to be sent to the several Presidencies this season, we have come to 
a resolution, that two thousand be raised and sent out this season, non 
commission officers, artillery men and cadets included vizt , nineteen hundred 
to die three Presidencies and one hundred to St Helena and Fort Marlborough 

78 The lists in the several ships packets will inform you what part of 
the said recruits arc intended for your Presidency, and who are upon their 
arrival to be incorporated m the several corps where they are most wanted 

79 We have always laid it dow r n as an invariable rule, that our several 
Presidencies arc to consider the affairs at each as a common concern, and are 
accordingly to mutually assist each other, whenever the exigency thereof 
requires it , if dierefore, the recruits intended for Bengal are more immediately 
wanted at Fort St George, they have liberty to detain them during such 
exigency , on the other hand, if you should be m want of any further assistance, 
m addition to the recruits designed for your Piesidcncy, die President and 
Council at Fort St George have our directions for supplying you accordingly 
The like orders are sent to Bombay 

80 And here it is necessary to inform you that we do not send either 
to your or any other of our Presidency any commission officers this season 

81 List of persons nominated for cadets in our troops under your 
Presidency we send enclosed, and direct their promotion in the order they 
stand therein, with this exception, diat such of them as have borne His 
Majesty’s commissions are to have the preference, and to rank at the head of 
the said list, according to the dates of those commissions but as we have 
not been able to come at the said dates, we must leave this point to be adjusted 
by you on their producing those commissions, or authenticated copies thereof 
to you They are not however to supersede any of the cadets sent out last 
season, and have been accordingly acquainted by us 

82 The 8th paragraph of our letter of the 26th March last, conveyed to 
you our directions for returnmg to us very particular lists properly authenti- 
cated of the cadets unprovided for, or preferred m Bengal, also for preventing 
the employ and undue preference of free merchants and others in the military 
line, to the prejudice of the cadets appomted by us, whom we then especially 
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confined to our military service only These and the other rule* prescribed 
in the said paragraph we hereby confirm 

83 We shall be pleased to hear that all vour bonds arc paid off and 
cancelled To us it appears that no register of them has been regularly kept 
in a book by itself at least no copy of such book has ever been sent to us, 
which ought to have been done annually And it should have been a standing 
rule with you never to liavc put the Company » seal to any bond but in the 
presence of two gentlemen of the Council after the money nad been paid Into 
vour treasury And the gentlemen present at fixing the seal should put the 
two initial letters of their name to the register in the said book as is the 
practice at this house and we accordingly now direct that the said method 
be observed by )ou as a standing rule for the future. 

84 On >our Consultation 12th August 1765 appears a demand of 
Botackvdass for payment of two hundred and ihlrt) thousand rupees lent 
the Compan\ shortly after the breaking out of the war with Mhir Cossim and 
which sum vou represent had liecn passed to the CTedit of Mhir Jafficr on 
appearance of its having been the property of Mhir Cossim and agree that 
the President shall apply to the Nmb Sitbah to obtain him recovery thereof 
hut as we cannot trace any further steps in this nffair you arc to inform tis 
of the issue or if no such application was made vou must assign your reasons 
for it as it docs not appear to us vou Iiad sufficient grounds to believe the 
money to have been Mhir Cossim s property 
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the other method has been certainly attended with great prejudice to the 
Company by putting it m the power of the French and Dutch to bring home 
such \aluablc investments this season, which they could not otherways have 
done 

57 And here we cannot avoid remarking, that the cargoes of the French 
and Dutch ships, seem to appear much more valuable than ours, owing to the 
larger proportion of fine goods than we ha\c received, from which this natural 
conclusion may be drawn, that this measure was pursued to encrease die 
remittances through those channels, to as large an amount as possible for the 
benefit of indniduals, though to the great disadvantage of the Company 

58 Either way of remitting home private fortunes to an unlimited 
amount, must as before obsened be attended with great prejudice to die 
Company We could wash therefore some other mode could be found out, 
but as we cannot think of an) at present, we now' inform you that the furnish- 
ing the agents of the European companies with money is so evidently detri- 
mental to this Company that there wants no further elucidation, and you are 
accordingly hereby directed to discourage and prevent the same to the utmost 
of your power 

89 The said channels being thus to be entirely stopped, we will allow 
of remittances by draughts upon us, to as large an amount as is consistent 
with die Company’s interest and circumstances m England, as well as reason- 
able until respect to the remitters You are therefore hereby directed, notwith- 
standing the regulations in our letter of the 17th May last by the Mercury, 
punctually to observe the following rules and orders, and not deviate from 
them on any pretence whatsoever 

90 The amount of all the draughts upon us as well certificates as bills 
m any one season is not to exceed one fourth part of the invoice price of the 
cargoes of all the ships of the season consigned to us from your Presidency 

91 The amount of the draughts upon us by any one ship is not to exceed 
one fourth part of the invoice price of such ship’s cargo 

92 The exchange from your Presidency is to continue as settled by 
our letter of the 17th of May at the rate of two shillings and three pence for 
a current rupee to our civil and military servants, and to all others (except as 
hereafter excepted), two shillings and one penny only for a current rupee 

93 The indulgence in our said letter of the 17di May for drawing bills 
on us to the amount of twenty diousand pounds at ninety days sight for the 
purposes therein mentioned is hereby revoked 

94 And no bills whatsoever must be made payable m a less space of 
time than three hundred and sixty five days after sight , and they are to carry 
no interest, that indulgence being also hereby revoked 

95 In granting certificates payable by the Company, care is to be taken 
that the sum of money only received into your treasury is mentioned therein 
no rate of exchange or time of payment must be specified, as mdulgences in 
those respects are to be left to our determination here 

96 In granting bills and certificates upon us for money received into 
your treasury, the preference is to be given to our civil and military servants, 
particularly our President Lord Clive on account of his jaghire, for the 
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produce of our deceased servants estate* the amount of what the commander* 
and officer* of our Europe ship* mav pay in on account of their adventures, 
also all money paid in on account of the produce of coral and other article* 
licensed by u* to be exported by the trader* in diamond* then to juch other* 
who want to make remittance* as you *hall judge may be mo*t interesting 
and necessary provided all the *aid draught* together do not exceed the 
limitation beforemenuoned of one quarter part of the cargoes consigned to 
u*. With respect to bills to be drawn for the purpose* hcrcmentioncd they 
arc to be at the rate of two shilling* and three pence for a current rupee 
but all other* arc to be at the rate of two *hilling* and one penny 

97 Every person to whom tt *hall be agreed to give bill* or certificate* 
on u* must before the same arc *igncd by the Govcmour and Council make 
an affidavit before a magutrate to be imerted on the back of *uch bill or 
ccrtificaie that the moncv paid into our trcaiury for them i* hi* own property 
or die property of lomt other person whom he *hall name and ihc magistrate 
before whom the oath i* made »hall *tgn hi* name at the foot thereof in 
attestation of that act and the agents for the coral merchant* are also to make 
oath that the sums for which they arc to be indulged with bill* arc the 
produce of *uch coral or other article* a* have licen earned out under our 
licence. 

9S In order that you may distinguish to whom Mils of certificate* arc 
to be granted we arc to inform you and accordingly direct that the amount 
of what the commander* of the Furopc ship* pay in for their adventure* 
the amount of deceased person t estate* and of what shall be paid in on 
account of the estates of such of our civil and military servant* as hate lieen 
out of the service a Year from the time of their quitting it on these several 
accounts certificate* onlr are to be granted on all other accounts the draught* 
arc to be bv bills drawn upon us 

99 \\c have given similar direct ion* to our other Presidencies and hate 
settled the rate of exchange at Fort St George for civil and military servant* 
and other purpose* a* bcforrmentioned at seven shilling* anil cighr pence for 
a current pagoda and to others at *cven shilling* ami four j*ence ner pag<da 
and Honda y at two shillings and five pence per Bonduy rupee i >r the first 
named clai*c* and to other* at two shilling* and three pence per rujiee but 
wr have limited the amount at the fint named place to one quarter part of 
die invoice price of the whole consignment* from thence ami at liumluy 
die while amount cf bill* and certificate* upon u* from thmer with all If* 
sulKiriJinatr* i» not to recced fifty thousand pound* in any one season 

100 ^ ou were acquainted in our General letter of the I7ih May last l«y 
dtr Wctcun, that Admiral Gum h and Comm uforr Tinker liad apptjrd to 
us fir « ur interposition f i the discharge <f dir twrlvr bcl* and an half 
• f rupee* promised by die btr \al* 1 In his written grant to the i ffiert* ami 
mrn if His Majesty* na»Y ft their *ervicr» to Mm «imr <« n firmed lv dir 
pfrwnt \al«nl we also acquainted sou wr lad mu tune n> enter Jntr a d * 
ru s m t f ihai aFair f-rf ur the di patih cf the Mrrruf* wr are no* f» 
inf urt yu that dir oil cbim I wing a maltrf of I » great |mp»*t*mr f if 
us to dre*dr Upon wr lli'urht If n*xr Ufy t bv tl r »iafr duTr* f Jwf <cr • 
Cerrtal Gwirt s f I r jyk! »*n tl e M|h « f t *-ptrml«rf bit w|t<n d^Y tarr 
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to the following resolution — “That it be recommended to the Court of Directois 
to cause so much of die Donation to the Navy as can be recovered, to be paid 
out of the Arrears of the Revenues due to die Nabob of Bengal, and for so 
much as they shall fall short of the amount of the said Donation, the same be 
paid out of the Company’s Dcwanny at such reasonable times as shall be most 
convenient to their Affairs” 

101 In the letter from your Select Committee under date of the 31st 
January last, we are informed when the collections of the year are closed 
Mr Sykes is directed to enquire strictly into the ballanccs due to the Govern- 
ment, and to use every possible endeavour to recover them, as they entertain 
die most flattering hope, that from these arrears will arise a fund sufficient to 
discharge all the publick demands on die late Nabob for which our honour 
may stand any way engaged 

102 In 'carrying the resolution of the General Court into execution, 
die first object, is to use your best endeavours to procure all or as large a 
proportion of the navy claim to be paid out of jthc said fund of arrears as 
considering all circumstances can consistently be done — and the next, agree- 
able to the said resolution, must be, to discharge the remainder out of the 
receipts of the dewanny , wc need not tell you that by the last measure the 
Company will be absolutely so much out of pocket, therefore it will require 
your attention to recover as before observed as much out of the arrears as 
possible 

103 The whole money so to be recovered for the navy officers and men 
is to be paid into the hands of their agents in Bengal on their giving proper 
discharges for the same 


Supplement 

104 As it is our intention and orders, that no other ship or ships shall 
be detained in India a season extraordinary than die annual China and Mocha 
ships from Bombay, you arc therefore punctually to observe the same If 
consistently therewith, it may be necessary to send any ship a country voyage, 
m such case, we recommend the Hector for that service, provided such voyage 
will be advantageous to the Company, and as before observed, she can be 
returned to us from one or other of our setdements the same season she arrives 
m India 

105 We remark with great surprize, the extraordinary allowances in 
Consultation of the 3rd July 1765 to be settled upon the Second m Council, 
and to every second who may hereafter be appointed to succeed to the Govern- 
ment, of fifteen thousand rupees per annum, and to the Import Warehourse- 
keeper, a salary of four thousand rupees, represented to have been formerly 
annexed to that post , though we can find no precedent for it, our approbation 
is not once desired to it, neither is there any mention of it m your letters We 
direct them to be both abolished, and shall take the subject further into our 
consideration, by our next advices 

106 Having by our letter to you of the 17th May last appointed 
Messrs Claud Russell and William Aldersey of Council, Mr, Robert Maddison, 
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factor abo Messn. William Bcnslcy and Francis Gbdwrn writers at your 
Presidency we now send covenants to be entered into by those gentlemen to 
be executed witncs<ed and returned to us bv the first conveyance. 

107 We have appointed Mr David Penman a cadet in die artillery 
upon your establishment who has been well recommended to us for hw 
qualifications as an engineer He is therefore to be employed either in the 
artillery or as an engineer In such manner ns you shall find most suitable to 
our service and his abilities 

I OS We have entertained Thomas Gardiner a cadet also for your 
artillery and as he has served above three years as such in the royal tram 
and has made a great proficiency in his studies at the academy at Woolwich 
he is to be appointed a practitioner engineer on vour establishment when a 
vacancy shall happen. 

109 W c arc come to a resolution to receive money Into our treasury 
here of such persons who want to make remittances to their friend* in the 
East Indies and to grant hill* of exchange for the amount upon our rc*pcc 
me Presidencies which bills will under our direction be signed from time to 
time by our Secretary and arc to be as punctually honoured as if signed h) 
ourselves 

110 We arc now to advise you that we have accordingly drawn 
upon vou b\ this ship the following set of hill* of exchange at the 
rate of two shillings and one penny for the current rupee and at thirty davs 
sight it t 

One sett for current rupees two thousand 
eight hundred and cightv payable to 
Mr Charles Houghton in futl for pound* 
sterling three hundred received of Mrs. 

Man Houghton dated the ^flth Novcmlnr 
it (A. 

111 In stating accounts with the owners of ship Avert/ we observe tliat 
a large quantitr of woollen goods were damaged and returned bv vmi to 
Captain Millet w!m» disposed of them as usual. Hr which means a large sum 
of the Cmn pan v s monev remained in his )iand« without any premium T« 
prrvrni iht in future we isi old have )<ni pursue the method practised at 
H* mbit wherr the Import Warehousekeeper <1 ids mmmi n a commuter if 
I lack merchants t > survey the damage who m ln» pr*enrr and the prscnce 
c f the t rnimandrr of the slop settle the pumlter i f yard* pi p r to |*e sharp- I 
on each peer winch nines Ixing pit into writing it signed lit all the said 
petv m an 1 l*nrp annexed t the Warehouse k rtqwr s rrput of the ibmayr 
anti sIm r ft tlelnrfv is Laid re ilir Govern mr anti (jiuntil afterward if r 
Voxintant « f the settlement stares an account of all tin* p* !* damaged an I 
b rft d htrretl IrY ill thlj chary ng them at tl r hit nir pKr with tfw » ftit- 

t! on *1 attending t • chaftrrpjrtv «t j u-* i f wlmh Uin* 1-rvd |r lln <r f 
dvr ffrtnrtarvlrt of the ship arr transmitted lo u» t » I-* dufpl t tin* trmp rt 
acimini I rtr T«» prrtrnt n« tales v»r lute sent in tl is picket S t Jl a srpr 


CRs £ Sterg 

2 J$n jno 
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of one of these reports, and of the account, which states the damage and short 
delivery as a form to be obseived by your Accountant m future 

We are, 

Your loving friends, 

Geo Dudley /Thos Rous/Rob Jones/ 
Cha Cutts/Fredk Pigou/Heny Savage/ 
J Purling / John Harrison / Christr 
Baron / Thos Saunders / Jos DuPre / 
J Creswicke/E H Cruttenden / George 
Cuming / John Roberts / J Pardoe / 
London, Peter Ducane Junr / Luke Scrafton / 

21 November 1766 Charles Chambers /F W Barrington / 

[Per Lfec/or] ' Edwd Wheler / George Wombwell 


27 

LETTER DATED 21 NOVEMBER 1766 

Approve of Sykes’s settlement of revenues and the account produced — pay- 
ment of qistbandi by landholders — jagirs m Bihar — Sykes to continue as Resi- 
dent of Durbar — drain of treasure from Bengal — inconvenience caused by large 
sums of money remitted to Europe through foreigners — proposal for farming of 
Calcutta lands — disapprove letting of lands in perpetuity by private contract — 
residency charges m Burdwan, a stigma on administration — corruption among 
Company’s servants in carrying on inland trade — apprehensive of corrupt junior 
officers’ being entrusted with responsible tasks — resentment of Bengal servants 
at the appointment of four Councillors from Madras — extension of powers 
of Select Committee to correct abuses — conduct of Messrs Leycester and Gray 
— Company not to give military protection to Shah Alam 

Our President and Select Committee at Fort William m Bengal 

1 In our General Letter to the President and Council bearing even date 
with this, we have acknowledged the receipt of the several letters received 
since the departure of the Mercury from hence, 'among which is that from 
you of the 30th January last received m duplicate by the ships Grenville and 
Kent, upon which and the proceedings accompanying them, we shall now give 
you our thoughts and directions 

2 But we must here premise, that although we address this to you as 
our Select Committee, the orders, directions and instructions herein contained 
are to be duly attended to, observed and obeyed by our President and Council 
as effectually to all intents and purposes as if they were inserted in the General 
Letter to them , tins, however, is not at all to lessen or abate m any respect the 
powers with which we have invested you as our Select Committee, 
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3 It gives us very great satisfaction to find that an experience of six 
months has confirmed you in the opinion you entertained of the necessity 
and utility of the important steps you had taken for the establishing of our 
advantages on a solid and permanent footing The peace with all foreign 
powers and the tranquility with in the provinces aiTord us the prospect of 
seeing your expectations answered and we rely on the continuance of the 
same zeal and attention to bring this great work to perfection, ^our expres 
sion that the misconduct of individuals “hath rendered the English name so 
odious that we arc no longer secure than while our hands arc armed for the 
defence of our lives and property ” will make a lasting impression on us but 
we hope the disapprobation we have shewn and the measures we arc taking 
against those who have so disgraced the English name in the eves of the 
natives together with the good faith justice and moderation which wr have 
shewn since our new acquisition of power will by degrees efface those had 
ideas nnd attach the names to our Government from a thorough conviction 
of our lenity justice and power to protect them 

4 We arc very sensible of Mr Sykes s merit in the laborious research 
he has made into the revenues The accounts arc so full and clear as we 
could possibly have cxpceicd from so short a view and the amount shews your 
expectations to have been well founded. 

5 The account of the revenues seems to include the land only and we do 
not find one head of customs in the whole accounts We desire therefore to 
have it explained to us under what form they arc included for we conceived 
they were farmed and should have expected to have found the farms had 
for mol a head in the revenues An deamination into lids seems the more 
necessary from the frauds committed by the Palchnulhah at Muxidvvad nnd 
from Chiinbrovs having omitted to account ns Kings Doran' for some 
revenues and customs received at Patna as appears by Mr Srkes letter entered 
after vour jiroccrdmgs of the 5tlt November 1765 
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method might be pursued m the province of Bch.ir and Purrunma This we 
recommend to be carried into execution if practicable, at least wc shall expect 
\ery satisfactory reasons why it cannot 

7 We aie verv much pleased with the reduction of the cxpcnccs of the 
province of B.ihnr, we hope the same mil take place m the Purrunma prowncc 
and that we shall In your care and attention find the provincial military 
expences regulated in such a manner, th.it as on the one hand, we would 
not have the provinces labor under any oppressive difficulties , on the other 
there may not be such country force kept up as may be attended with any 
danger, or ill-conscqucnccs to the Company 

S Although the jaghtre lands form a very considerable deduction of our 
revenues m Baliar, yet we would not have those resumed, which may have 
been allotted for the support or dignity of the great families, or faithful 
servants of the Moguls, or former Stibars [sic] at the same time you arc not to 
admit any new jnghircs either from the Mogul or the Nabob without our 
express permission and here vve must give you a caution to guard against 
favoritism The instability of eastern governments has commonly been 
owing to the treachery of their military commandeis or the trusting too much 
power into one man’s hand The reduction of the country force and out 
system of military discipline exempts us from the former, but we may be 
exposed to the latter and therefore we caution you against any partiality 
m favor of particular officers, a caution that occurs to us from what wc wrote 
to you in our General Letter of the 19th February last paragraph 25 respecting 
Mahmud Rcza Cawn, who appeared to us to have been deficient in accounting 
for the revenues of the Dacca province, and now it appears to us that Clntabroy 
has presumed on the favor shewn him in his conduct as mentioned in the 
5th paragraph of this letter 

9 Wc have been very full in our sentiments on the office of the Resident 
at the Durbar m our letters of the 24th December 1765 and 17tli May 1766 
Wc are very glad to sec that important charge so ably conducted and vve direct 
that Mr Sykes continue in diat office as long as his conduct merits your 
approbation We observe that Mr Sykes has also charged the factory at 
Cossimbuzar Wc apprehend die attention to so large an investment as is 
made at diat factory will take him off from the more important objects of 
his office of Resident at the Durbar , if you find our conjecture well grounded 
vve recommend it to you, to appoint one of the other members of the Council 
to diat clnefship diat die Resident at the Duibar may apply himself solely 
to the supcnntcndancy of the revenues 

10 We are equally sensible with you of die inconveniencies apprehended 
from the annual export of treasure though we dunk the danger yet distant 
when we reflect on the great sums diat used to be sent annually to Delhi, 
not less than a crore of rupees besides die rents of jaghires held by the great 
men at court and presents from the Soubah and crown officers also the great 
hoards of money that used to be secretly laid up, and often buried and lost 
through fear of the rapacity of die government (for which we pursuade our- 
selves they will have no cause under our administration), but more than all 
the great drain from the Bengal provinces by the number of foreign troop9 
which used to be hired from distant parts and carried away annually large 
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mm* which they received for their pay We hope these drain* of 
treasure being Hopped wdl be more than equivalent to the loss the pro- 
vinces sustain from the want of our usual supply of bullion or the decrease of 
foreign trade. 

11 We hope the method we point out in our General Letter of this date 
for receiving money into our treasury will in some measure lake off the large 
sum* which are wanted to be at present remitted home and prevent their 
going into the hand* of the foreign companies, who then roust *cnd their 
uiual annual *upplv of bullion for the purchase of their investment* and 
those together with the balance of trade in favor of Bengal with all foreign 
part* and all the neighbouring provinces (though perhaps not to great a* 
formed)), will we hope keep the danger of a dcfftcicnc) of specie )ct at a 
distance and give u» time to form measure* to provide against so great nn 
evil. 

12. From the vast amount of the money due on bond* a scry great part 
of which appears to be tnglish property and much of it belonging to the 
estates of deceased persons we suppose considerable sums arc read) to Ik: 
remitted to Luropc and very great inconveniences are likely to result from 
it cvcr\ waj Although there t* no part of your conduct tliat gives us more 
satisfaction than vour liavlng limited the remittances to *o small a »um by the 
ships Grenville and Kent in which >ou have shewn a proper regard to the 
Company s interest who could not possibly have answered draughts if they 
bad been much further extended. On the other hand great inconveniences 
have resulted from the large sums paid into the lundi of foreigners by which 
they liavc enlarged their investments rivalled ns in die markets m kurtipc 
and have been enabled to make an early provision for the following year 
Con idering the detriment the Companv ma\ suffer in their trade by this 
flow of monev into foreign hands who would otherwise |>c obliged to import 
treasure into the province we arc come to a resolution to allow money to l* 
paid into the Companv ■ cash for draughts upon us to as large an amount 
js we dunk rcavmablc with respect to the remitter* and consistent with die 
(auTtjvinv » inirrest for the particular* of which we refer you to our l*eforc 
mentioned General Letter 

13 We sen much approve of the several regulations you liavc made 
(* r die reduction of our enormous military evpmcrs and we make no d min 
liter will l«-fc re tin* reaihc* your hind* have l>cm tffeUiutlv carnal ini » 
execution 

H We arc well plcawd to rcro ak Tour attrnium t » our order* in calling 
drwp the frir merchant* their jui jw-r crop! vmetit i» m die *ea unitr a* 
cjj tain and supra cargoes ui the t mntrv trade «r settled at mmliarm 
at Calvins ami if hrrcaftrr «c find an) Infringement of our « rtlrts in 
dm rrtpctl we dull at uredlv *rn I f r them home ami trstjfv our di* 
p’cj ure at th **r who lute protected them or permitted them t» go uj die 
nrtintrr We are determined t> lute at few I unu*ejn» at |«m dir di 
petted al ut the country ^oti are to Irrp r» the ipmt of tbit our 
rr* lutv n at until at pm ibV f r we lute the itrimpr t *rn»e of dr 
injun t the rutitv lute tuffrrnl ffwn hat|pg Inph hmen etmmng *n 
auth ntv voir d*Mn 
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15 Your proceedings m the nflf.nr of the Calcutta lands- arc far from 
hung clear or satiMnuorv m Consultation 28 October, the proposals foi 
farming the land for tluee years arc first made and the 
I rr 1? Ji!n Cl ^ ur ^ Kr consideration thereof appeals to he postponed to 

\our nt\t meeting m consujuence of an opinion offered 
bv Mr Vcrelst that it would he more eligible to let them as talooks or 
perpetuities The subject is accordingly resumed at vour next Consultation 
on the *f th November and without any explanation of voui motives it is 
rcsoh eel to let the lands to the /arsons and upon tin terms proposed w'hich 
propos.il was for three years Nevertheless it appears from the tenor of the 
petition delivered bv those farmers to the Committee on the 3rd of December 
following, that the aunu ehwmnuu s. or deeds of possession wue made pcipetual 
for which there appears no atuhoritv on the faec of your pioceedings and 
Mr Sumner remarks m Committee the 3rd December, th.it the petition of 
the present farmers to hold the lands for three \cais was presented to the 
Conned before their resolution in favor of taltickdarries was made known to 
the farmers which seems to linplv that such a resolution had been taken 
although we do not find throughout the whole of this affuii more than Mr 
Verelsis single opinion in favor of taltickdarries 


16 'I lie letting the lands even foi three years bv private contract was 
against the spirit of our orders, but the letting them for a perpetuity by private 
contract was a measure we cannot account for When we express our dis 
approbation of proceeding b\ private contract, we do not by a public contract 
mean a public salt or auction, but a public notice fixing a day on which 
proposals will he received we therefore disapprove of your having proceeded 
In private contract, in an afTair of such importance nor can we be silent on 
the want of attention in the members of the Council who pass the whole of 
this important transaction in their above quoted sboit minute of the 4th 
November Thus by the irregularity of vour proceeding by private contract 
you give offence to many considerable people, who were desirous to have 
farmed the lands for a greater rent and by inattention you expose your 
grants to be reversed in a few days after they arc made 

17 Although vve approve and have repeatedly recommended the letting 
the lands on long leases after the value is nearly ascertained, yet much 
stronger reasons must be given than have yet appeared before we appiove the 
granting them in pcipctuity We desire you will make the great expences 
on these collections the object of your particular attention 

18 Mr Vcrelst stands very high in our opinion for his judgment and 
integrity in bringing to light die great and secret frauds committed in die 
Midnaporc collections , when vve reflect on this transaction and on the great 
sum charged under the head of residency m the Burdwan province, with all 
the circumstances attending diem, these alone will for ever stigmatize the 
administrations under which such transactions passed and declare them corrupt 
m every sense of the word 

19 We find in the Burdwan accounts die Committee of Lands and the 
President and Council who passed them never required as it was their duty 
to have done an explanation of the enormous sum passed under the head of 
charges residency so that successive governments and councils winked at this 
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abuse and in the present ease many members of the board had passed through 
the office of chief of Midnaporc each treading in the corrupt steps of his 
predecessor and b) Mr Wans letter entered on your proceedings of the 
20th January it appears that these things were no secret to the Governor and 
Council nor even to the public. \\ c direct you to demand the sums of which 
we have been thus shamefully defrauded from Mr Watts and such of our 
servants as have been guilty of the U»c practice and that you send us over 
every thing that can tend to a legal proof of such sums having been taken it 
being our resolution to demand the same of such of our sen ants as have 
returned to England and to prosecute them for the recovery of the same if 
the) refuse our just demand. 

20 The argument you offer in extenuation of Mr Watts conduct of 
his having been corrupted by the example of his predecessors cannot be 
admitted b) us and we therefore direct that Mr Hugh W atts be immediately 
du missed from the Company s service and be sent home by one of the first 
convc)ancc* that offers. 

21 At the same time that we assure Mr Vcrclst of the high sense we 
entertain of his upright conduct in the bringing to light these fraudulent 
practices in the province of Midnaporc and adding so grcatlv to our revenue 
we would also have you assure Mr Graham that lie suffers no imputation 
on this account and that we regard him as a valublc servant 

21 Our letters for these two years past sufliacnilT testif) how entirely 
mc agree with you in your opinion of the corruption and licentiousness of our 
servants. The horrible abuses committed in the carrying on the inland trade 
the vast sums extorted for rcstitudon and for donations the contempt 
and violation of our most positive orders and lastly the glaring frauds known 
and connived at in the collection of the revenues at lJurdwan and Midnaporc 
ampl) justify your opinion that all ranks arc tainted with it. and we readily 
tunenve the difficulty jou were under liow to fill up the Council. Peace and 
trancjuditv could not be said to be firmlv established while so factious and 
licentious a spirit prevailed and you therefore did well to extend (he cons- 
truction of dune words to an act so csscntiallv necessary as the calling down 
the four gentlemen from Madras. 

2J We arc convinced the gentlemen wlio agreed in this measure were 
actuated hv the warmest real for our interest but hope no such nctr* ity 
will ever occur again we do not mean tliat it shall Ik- ota! lulled a» a precedent 
fn future time* reserving the regubth n and appointment of our servants 
t » ourselves 
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as the factors who arc worthy of promotion and that you do this fice from all 
partially and according to the best of your judgment We saw the necessity 
of this measure so strongly at the time of our despatches to you per Mercury 
that we then directed Messrs Russell, Aldcrsly and Kclsall to proceed from 
Fort St George to your Presidency and now' confirm the appointment of 
Mr Flo)er* to the station you hate called him to and direct that he rank 
between Mr KeKill and Mr Campbell and after these gendemen you will 
obsenc the directions laid down m our last letter for filling up the vacancies 
in Council 

25 We hate reccncd the remonstrance from our servants at youi 
Presidency on the occasion of calling down the gentlemen from Fort St 
George Had they confined themschcs to that appeal to their masters m a 
case wherein they thought themschcs injured, we should have thought it 
neither unbecoming nor inconsistent wudi the rules of our service, but when 
they presume to form combinations to insult Go\crnmcnt, they gi\e the fullest 
confirmation of the propriety of the \cry measure they complain of for there 
cannot he a stronger proof of a general licentiousness than such a combmation 
denotes The refusal of Mr Majcndie to reply to the questions relative to 
die indignities intended to be offered the President to the Committee, and to 
the gentlemen then expected from Fort St George, clearly indicates the trudi 
of die charge How far we may be influenced by the favorable mention Lord 
Cine makes of him m his letter to us will depend on lus behaviour when he 
arrnes This subject is treated at large in the Public Letter, so u r e shall here 
only add, that we shall nc\er think the great end of pcrmancy [sic] to our 
acquisitions, for which we ha\c vested you with such ample powers is 
obtained, till you have established that subordination among our servants 
so essentially necessary in all w'cll regulated governments but more parti- 
cularly at a juncture when the example of disunion among yourselves, 
may tend to depreciate die dignity of our Government in die eyes of die 
names 

26 And here we cannot help expressing our concern that in such an 
important affair as restoring order and subordination among our servants, 
that there was a w r ant of unanimity We w r ere m expectation diat Mr 
Sumner w r ould have heartily seconded Lord Clive m Ins salutary endeavors 
for diat purpose Judge then of our surprize in finding diat gendeman’s 
opposition to the suspension of Mr Majendie and to the depriving those 
junior servants of dustuks who had so notoriously misbehaved 

27 We do not wonder diat gendemen who m the high stations they 
have passed through have themselves set diose examples of licentiousness and 
corruption on which die measure of calling down the gendemen from Madras 
w r as founded, should be forward in testifying their disapprobation , yet their 
joining in such a remonstrance (they whb were not mjured by it) sets the 
weakness of their judgment in a very strong light Mr Pl[a]ydell is already 
dismissed our service for Ins corrupt conduct on the succession of the present 
Sou bah 

28 With respect to Mr Marnot we find a charge against him by Mr 
Bolts in his letter from Benaris dated the 12th August 1765 of his having held 
the office of mint master which he had obtained by earnest solicitation from 
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the King and we sec he acknowledges the faa in h is letter to you the 1st 
October 1765 in which he offer* to refund the profit* he had made on the 
Compan) $ money coined in his mint. HU accepting an office by which he 
become* accountable to another power is so unconstitutional repugnant 
to the nature of our icmce and a violation of the order* on )our Con*ul 
tation* of the 13th May 1762 and 5th of March 1763 and 4th January 1764 
that we cannot overlook il However as this affair wa» under your con 
*idcrauon we *hall defer our further censure until we receive the result of 
your enquiry 

29 This is one among the many instances of the great deviation from all 
the established rules of our service Another violation of all former customs 
attended with the most fatal consequences appear* very frequently in the 
course of \our proceeding* we mean the correspondence earned on with the 
Governments officers indiscriminately b) all ranks of our servants We 
remark with pleasure the regulation you have established on this subject 
We expea )ou to be very attentive to a iinct compliance therewith and that 
you immediately suspend or dismiss an) of our servants that break through 
them 

30 We recommend it to you to put the most extensive construction on 
tile power* vve Jiavc vested in you to correa all abuses. It w impossible for us 
to point out remedies for malversations that have l>ccn hitherto unheard of 
The covenants guard against donations the 9th para of our letter to you of 
the 17th May last forbids the holding of farms the 4Sth paragraph 
of the General Letter of that date forbids the lending money to the natives 
at more than 12 per cent interest and we now make it a standing 
order that no servant of die Compan) nor Engh hman rending under their 
proieaion shall hold any post office or cmplo) under an) country power 
whatever 

31 We condemn in the strongest manner that spirit of cavilling and 
declamation which appears throughout Mr L*)ccstcr » minutes 1 we disapprove 
the ol> tailc* he raiwd to every prop'll tending to a reformation in our 
icrvjir and he who had cxjvncnced the leiiitv of the Committer in not 
su pending him f >r his conduct m the deputation was one of the last who 
ou,Ji( to luve cliargrd the I resident and Gcnrral Camac with a design to 
subvert the civil power hr military force We therefore very much approve 
v ur imncndim* him the servirr 
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sorry that he could not be immediately compelled to make restitution of 
such sums at least as are proved to have come to his hands by such unjust 
means 

33 We are very glad to find you continue on friendly terms with Suja 
Dowla, and we flatter ourselves the regard you shew m relaxing from the 
letter of the treaty with him respecting the time stipulated for the payment 
of the money due to us will have a good effect , we wish you to inculcate 
in Suja Dowla the idea that we have no views of extending our possessions, 
no interest diat can clash with his, and that fidelity m our mutual engagement 
must give strength to both and be productive of mutual harmony between the 
Company and him 

34 We cannot but be anxious for the continuance of Colonel Smith’s 
brigade at Ulahabad We hope you recalled that detachment before the rams 
set in , we cannot admit dieir being kept diere as a protection to die Kmg’s 
person Our engagements extend no further than die payment of the sums 
stipulated by die treaty , his revenues must furnish him widi the means of 
defending himself, and we highly approve you[r] discouraging his attempts on 
Delhi and we positively direct diat you do not on any pretence whatsoever 
support him m such a measure 

35 We should be glad to hear your negotiations with the Mharattas 
succeed In our letter of the 24th December 1765, we directed you to give us 
the best plan you could of the Bengal frontier on die Orissa side, we hope to 
receive it by the next years ships 

36 We have the pleasure to assure you we highly approve your conduct 
m general and we most earnestly recommend it to you to persevere m the same 
zealous attention to our mterest 

37 If the presence of any of the members of the Select Committee can 
at any time be dispensed with, we have no objection to their being employed 
in the chiefships of such subordmate factories as their rank may entide them 
to, provided it shall appear to you compatible with the Company’s interest, and 
that there shall at all times be three members on die spot 

We are, 

Your loving friends. 

Geo Dudley / Thos Rous / Rob Jones / 
Chas Cutts/Fred Pigou/Hen Savage/ 

J Purling/Jno Harrison/Christ Baron/ 
Thos Saunders / Jos DuPre / J Cres- 
wicke/E H Cruttenden/Geo Cuming/ 
Jno Roberts / J Pardoe / Peter DuCane 
Jr /Luke Scraf ton/Charles Chambers/ 

F W Barrington / Edwd Wheler / Geo 
Wombwell 


London, 

21 November 1766 

[Per Hector, Lord Holland 

and Latham ] 
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LETTER DATED 21 NOVEMBER 1766 

Slate of Cent pony s affairs to be discussed in Parliament— unjust and 
op pres me conduct of the servants — Clives intended tour of all provinces— hope 
for hts further stay of one year in Bengal 

To the Right Honourable Robert Lord Chic, Baron of Plavjcy Knight of 
the Most Noble Order of the Bath President and Go \ cm or of Fort 
William in Bengal 

My Lord 

I We have received your Lordships letter by the Granitic and Kent 
which confirm us m the favorable opinion we had entertained of the measures 
taken by your Lordship and the Select Committee for establishing our afTairs 
in Bengal on an advantageous and permanent footing 

2. We arc thoroughly sensible hem irksome it must be to struggle against 
the corruption and licentiousness of almost a whole settlement We pursuadc 
ourselves the powers vested in your Lordship jointly with the Select Committee 
by our letter per Mcrairy will have facilitated the task of reformation ami 
put into your I^ordships power to establish such a system of economy ami 
subordination as can neither be sliakcn h) the combination of many nor the 
designs of an\ one man in our service 

3 Our letters per Mercury and l»v the present dupateh will convince your 
Ijnrddiip that >our zealous endeavours for the Company s welfare will meet 
with the firmest support from us 

4 We saw the necessity of appointing some of our senior servants from 
Fort St George by our la«t drvjsatch and we have now confirmed the appoint 
ment of Mr Floycr to your establishment and hope with the assistance of 
thove gentlemen vnur ljtnl hip will lie able to reduce every department in our 
sefvuc under proper regulation* 

5 We received notice in ScptcmlKT last from Hi* Majesty# ministers 
that it was pri bablc the state of die Company # affairs would Ik - called for In 
Parliament this session when it i* likely the unjust and oppressive c< ndurf 
of our servants will |>ca»mr the object of their attention We are jrm ceding 
in that dutv we owe to die Company ami to die national honour In calling 
t!io*c servants who are come home to an account wli have l«rn pithy of 
fraud* ojvprr i m ami evtortton A lull Is already filed in Chamrtv again f 
Mr Johnstone anl others are r rrparing a* well for dir sums taken from il»e 
young Natwb as for the frauds commuted in the c« licet Km of the rrsrtiur* 
of llurdwan ami Jellasore ar I Mtdnaj «r 

6 Wr lope die e |ui*mhng* will awalrn our servant t » a sense t f du-ir 
duty ami c msmtr dirm that bow murh so r vrr the r frr | imt peattwr 
cf suih criminalities rosy have famdun/n! d» rn t di sr mu f* we I M 
d rm in all uter te ami hall c mitandv lust g the a i-o m rl-ctn t a p Hie 
account 
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7 We observe with great pleasuie your Lordship’s intention of making 
the tour of die provinces , we pursuadc ourselves it will very much tend to 
conciliate the minds of the people to our administration and will furnish 
your Lordship with diat local knowledge and experience which is so necessary 
to understand die separate interest of each province, and to form a judgment 
of the conduct of the administration at the capital 

8 In our letters to your Lordship of the 2nd and 17th of May last we 
represented the great importance of your Lordship’s continuing in Bengal 
until the great affairs which required your presence were settled upon a 
permanent footing , we now lepeat oui request and pursuadc ouiselves of your 
Lordship's cheerful concurrence 


London, 

die 21st November, 1766 
[Per Hector, Lord Holland 
and Latham ] 


We are, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s loving friends, 

J Creswicke / E H Cruttenden / Geo 
Cuming / Jno Roberts / J Pardoe*/ 
Peter DuCane Jr / Luke Scrafton / 
Charles Chambers / F W Barrington / 
Edwd Wlieler / Geo Wombwell / Geo 
Dudley / Thos Rous / Rob Jones / 
Chas Cutts / Fredk Pigou / Heny 
Savage / J Purling / Christr Baron / 
Jos DuPr6 / Jno Harrison / Thos 
Saunders 
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LETTER DATED 24 NOVEMBER 1766 

My Loid and Gentlemen, 

[1 ] I have the pleasure of acquainting you by order of die gendemen in 
the direction, with the safe arrival at Plymouth on the 21st mstant of the ship 
Admiral Watson with your advices of the 24di March last, Captain Money 
having put into that port for the recovery of his sickness 

[2] Although it appears from the Master Attendant’s letter that the 
Ponsborne was to be despatched the 10th of April, two days after the Admiral 
Watson, yet as the former had not reached St Helena the 26th September when 
the latter sailed from thence with the Harcourt (not yet arrived), it is doubted 
whether that ship would gam her passage 

[3 ] The Admiral Watson and Harcourt left no ship at the St Helena, but 
the Asia was early expected 


I am very respectfully, 

My lord and gendemen, 

Your most obedient huniblc servant, 
R J, Secy 


East India House, London, 
the 24th November, 1766 
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LETTER DATED 19 DECEMBER 1766 

Parliamentary enquiry into Company s affairs — appointment of a committee 
of the House of Commons for the purpose 

O UR President and Council at Fort W ilLtam in Bengal 

1 Our last General Letter dated the 21st November and letter to the 
Select Committee of the wmc date were transmitted by the ship Hector which 
hating pawed her destined port of Sl Hcllcns and afterwards received the 
packets and passengers off the Isle of Wight proceeded on her \ovagc live 1st 
instant the Lord Holland and Latham earned other transcripts of those letters, 
and sailed on their voyages the 16th instant from the Downes 

2. Thu letter goes by the ships Calcutta and Triton and Houghton 
the transcripts by the two latter wall be dupatched to you from Fort St George 
To the Calcutta s imolccs and bills of lading you arc referred for the 
consignments as well from hence as Madeira 
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£ s d 


600 


5 We are now to advise you that m consequence of the resolution 
mentioned m our General Letter of die 21st November last, we have drawn 
upon you by the Calcutta, the following setts of bills of exchange at the rate 
of two shillings and one penny for the current rupee and at thirty days 
sight 

One sett for current rupees five thousand seven ] CRs 

hundred and sixty payable to Mr Thomas 
Shecles in full for pounds sterling six [■ 5760 

hundred received of Mrs Ann Ehzabedi 
Shecles dated the 4th December 1766 
One sett for current rupees five thousand and' 
forty payable to William Holland or 
George Vansittart in full for pounds ster- V 5040 
ling fi\c hundred and twenty five received 
of Frances Fowlh dated 15di Deer 1766 
One set for current rupees four thousand eight'] 
hundred payable to James Alexander 
Esqr for the use of Matthew Davie m full 
for pounds sterling five hundred received 
of the Rcvd Mr Joseph Davie dated 16th 
December 1766 

One sett for current rupees nine hundred and 
sixty payable to Adam Dawson in full for 
pounds sterling one hundred received of 960 
Thomas Saunders Esqr dated 18th Decem- 
ber 1766 


525 


4800 


500 


100 


One sett for current rupees two thousand four* 
hundred payable to Richd Becher Esqr 
m full for pounds sterling two hundred - 
and fifty received of Mr James Norman 
dated 19th December 1766 
One sett for current rupees three thousand 
eight hundred and forty payable to Mr 
Thomas Shecles m full for pounds sterhng - 
four hundred received of Mrs Ann 
Sheeles dated 19th December 1766 


2400 


3840 


250 


400 


Rs 22800 £ 2375 


London, 

19 December 1766 
[Per Calcutta, Tnton 
and Houghton] 


We are. 

Your loving friends, 

Geo Dudley / Thos Rous / FredL 
Pigou / J Purling / Thos Saunders / 
George Cummg / John Roberts / F W 
Barrington / Charles Chambers / Peter 
Ducane Junr / Christr Baron /EH 
Cruttenden / Will Barwell / J Pardoe / 
John Harrison / Edwd Wheler / Jos 
DuPr6 
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LETTER DATED 20 FEBRUARY J 764 

Movement of ships — council for the collection of Burdwan revenues — 
death of Majors Adams and Knox — services of Capt Archibald Smnton 
commended — repatriation of French prisoners — list of bills of exchange 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

1 We addressed you in a letter under the established heads dated the 

19th December 1763 by the Osterley which ship received her 
Cons 16th Janry ^p^hes at Ingelee the 31st of same month A duplicate 
of our said address now goes by the Boscawen 

2 We have smce had the honor to receive your commands of the 6th 

and 27th April 1763 by the ship British King, which after 
Cons 19th Janry j an( j iri g at ]? ort g t Q eor g e her consignments for that Presi- 
dency, arrived safe here the 1 8th of January 

3 When we transmitted our last address, neither the Lord Mansfield or 

Lord Bute had arrived from Bombay They have, however, 
Cons 5, 6 & 19th smce imported together with the Earl of Middlesex, which 

ship the gentlemen there thought proper to add m order to 
transport to us, a remforcement .of troops, which we had requested they might 
send to assist our affairs 

4 In our last we advised your honors of the appointment intended for 
the several ships, we should have on hand , and according to that disposition 

the Lord Clive has proceeded to Fort St George and Fort 
Cons 6th Fcby Marlbro’, the Deptford to Fort St George to fill up for 
England, and the Boscawen is now under dispatch from hence The saltpetre 
and bales for the Pigot are not yet arrived from the subordmates As soon 
as they do, we shall begm loading her cargo and endeavour all m our power 
to prevent her being late 

5 After the arrival of the British King and Bombay ships, we took into 
consideration afresh the manner m which we had best employ them, seeing 
it would not be m our power to dispatch them directly to Europe and it was 
accordmgly resolved as follows 

6 That one ship, the Lord Mansfield, should be stationed to return to 
Bombay, agreeable to the desire of the gentlemen there, with 200 tons of salt- 
petre m order to enable them to dispatch their second ship to hurope 

7 That the Bute should proceed to Fort St George, with a supply of rice 
and part of the Bombay detachment, and from thence go to Batavia to bring 
us a cargo of arrack, timber and plank, of which we are much m want for die 
Company’s use Agreeable to this destination we expect she may return here 
by the month of October, when we intend to dispatch her an early ship to 
your honors. 
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8. That the Earl of Middlesex should proceed to the island of Mauritius 
with dispatches for the French government in order to receive over and carry- 
back to Fort Marlbro the gentlemen who were taken as hostages and the 
Chinese families who were made prisoners of war at that settlement That she 
should at same time take on board a further supply of stores for the West Coast 
and having performed this service, that she should return to Bombay to go 
home from thence the first of next season. Knowing the great usefulness of 
the Chinese families under the government of Fort Marlbro we chose to take 
the first oppommit \ of miking this destination and as we imagine the French 
will not hesitate m giving them their release we hope it may prove of material 
service to that settlement and as it will easily be performed within the season 
the ship loses no time bv it 

9 The British King we at first intended to let it freight with a view to 
retain in our liands as much money as possible for the ensuing years invest 

menu but no proposals offered for freighting her and we 
Febt* 1 *' 2nd ^ ,4,h have therefore resolved to consign her to the supra cargoes 
at China with a loading of cotton and lead and two lacks of 
rupees in rcadv monev as well to answer for providing her with a homeward 
bound cargo as to form a stock for nnv other casual ship thc\ may have thrown 
on their hands without sufficient provision 

10 Of these several destination*, we have given due advice to the oilier 
Presidencies and the ships dispatches shall actordinglv be compleatcd without 
loss of time 

11 Tlic President having received advice from the Chief of Vl/agapatam 
thit about one hundred md fifty bales of the Madras* investment were lying 

at tint place for want of a convevancr we intend to dispatch 
Cmi 6th r>bv thither the ( ootr schooner lo tike them in and cirry them 
to Matin imagining thev mnv be wanted there to complnt the cargo of the 
fief* If >rd 

12 The \dnr\ ketch belonging to hort Mirlbro establishment still 

remain* on our hand* for want of ophium and «r are sorry 
( n nh F h to olisersc to tour honors that we do m i think the conduct 
i f die gentlemen at Patna ha* in this [ciriiaihr Iwen free 
fr< m blame for ince the tim c f rhrir rc-e*tabh hlng that factnrr rnn filer 
al le port haws f that article have Ivern made b\ private merchant* We l>rg 
leave f » refer sou to i perusal of our letters for the order sent them regarding 
the i j hittm and t > their an wen for the reasons they have not l*m able t » 
ci mpJv with thrw « nice* Us our last letter wrntr them v»ni will o|nmr wr 
luse dirntnl them is send <! >wn u me immediately and on the arrival t f the 
fr t pvrtcl the f rr menu net! ketch shall l>e dnpatched 
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cannot therefore omit mentioning him to your honours, as an officer well 
deserving your regard, and one on whom you may always depend for such 
assistance and protection as he shgll have it m his power to give to the Com- 
pany’s interests m India 


14 Agreeably to what we mentioned m the 48 paragraph of our letter 
of the 19th December, finding that the revenues of the Burdwan province from 
being increased into a number of branches became too ex- 
Cons 29th Deer tenslve f or management of any one person, we have 

stationed two more gentlemen there as council and given them besides, a writer 
as assistant We have recommended to them upon tins foonng to part off 
the business m branches under their different mspection, and we doubt not 
if such a plan is carefully pursued that much benefit may accrue to the Com- 
pany in detecting the frauds of the black servants and preventmg the oppres- 
sion of the nots[ryots] or tenants 


15 We must again commend the diligence of Mr Johnstone, which has 
always been exerted with the most unwearied application and this good effect 
that he completed the payment of the Company’s share of the rents Although 
considermg the large ballances due from the farmers, we have still reason to 
believe that some of the lands at last sale were inci eased beyond their real 
value and produce At the end of the present Bengal year, We shall have an 
exact account of what the ballances are and endeavour them to settle the rents 
on a reasonable footing 

16 We acquamted your honors m our last address that we were doing 
our utmost to engage as many men of the 84th Regiment as it was possible 

to remain in the country and that it was judged it would be 
l6^Feb 3 essential therefore to admit some of their officers into the 

1 " Company’s service We have accordingly received five 

captains and five subalterns of that corps and have enlisted of non-commissioned 
officers and private men, three hundred and fifty two agreeably to the certificate 
granted the commanding officer, of which a copy is transmitted a number m 
the packet We have also received into our stores, the arms etc of the regi- 
ment, and enclosed m the packet are copies of the receipts which we have 
granted for them to the commanding officer 


17 It is with the deepest regret we have here to mention to your honors 

the death of Major Adams, 2 who was carried off by a short illness immediately 

„ , „ , , after his return to Calcutta Although the resolution he 

Lons 16th Janry , , . , ° t , 

had come to of returning to his native countiy had put a 

period for this juncture to his services m behalf of the Company, yet his 

untimely and unexpected loss, was not less the subject of our grief and concern , 

and m relating it we cannot help adding this small tribute of praise which 

we dunk due to his memory — that m his capacity as an officer, his conduct 

and intrepidity rendered hun fit for any station of command, and m his 

character as a gendeman, his virtues qualified him for all the duties of society 

18 We are sorry we are obliged at the same time to advise you of the 
loss of a very brave and good officer in Major Knox, 3 who died at Patna the 

28th of last month , he had long laboured under a bad state 
Consn 14 Febry j iea j t j lj which however, there is the greatest reason to 

believe was brought on by the constant vigilance and fatigue to which he 
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subjected himself in executing the duties of hu station* He may therefore 
justly be said to have sacrificed his life in a service to which he was always 
a credit and by the members of which as well cml as military he is now 
universallv lamented* 

19 B) the death of Major Adams the command of die 84th Regiment 
devolved on Major Richard Sherlock who with seven officers and thirty men 
now embark for Europe on this ship the Botetrsett A particular list of their 
names is transmitted as usual a number in the packet The remainder of 
the regiment who ore either unwilling to remain in the country or being worn 
out arc become unfit for service will take passage on our next ship the Pigot 

20 In the 72nd paragraph of our last address we acquainted you of 
our having offered the commission vacant bv the death of Major Imng to 

Cons. 6th Feb Capt Charles Long another officer of the Kings Regtment 
’ and having according!) obtained Major Adams s consent to 
hts stay in the country we appointed him a Major But upon the death of 
Major Adams he advised us that that event had made a sensible alteration 
in hw affairs and requested our permission to rrsign his commission which 
was complied widi. 

21 At the time we appointed Major Long it was also agreed in const 
deration of the merit and good lichaviour of Captain Champion during Ids 

. long standing in the service and particularly for die good 

V ** conduct and bravery lie had testified in the course of the 

late campaign to promote him to a majorit) by hrcvcL imm the death of 
Major Knox and resignation of Major I^ong he now becomes the second 
Major on our establishment and ns vve esteem him a capable and deserving 
officer we lieg leave to recommend him to your honors to lie confirmed in 
that rank 

22. In our Consultation of die 1 2th of December you will olxcrvc an 
application from Capram /enmngs likewise for a commission as Major 
wherein he illedgrs he received rotir promise !>cforc he left I nglarnl that he 
houkl rise to that rank But as vou had not intimated anv such intention 
to us ami a we had never vet had a major of artillery upon this cstahli h 
mrnt wr did not choose to grant hi request unul we arc informcil of )otir 
further pleasure in this rcsjscct. 
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all circumstances we arc persuaded that your honors sensible of Ins zeal for 
) our service, will show lnm marks of your favor and regard 

24 The great want of capable and experienced men to assist in conduct- 
ing our engineering business lias induced us to entertain Captain Lewis Du 
Gloss belonging to the artillery establishment at Bombay 
30th 1 Jnnrv'' anf l George Burghall in that branch To the formei 

we have granted a bievct commission as Captain intending 
to employ him at the New Fort under Captain Policr, the latter we have ap 
pointed a Captain Lieutenant, and given him directions to proceed to Chittagong 
to take charge of the works which are to be carried on theic 


25 We have received from Chittagong Mr Plaistcd’s survey and opinion 
in regard to building a fort and factory at that place, and having consulted 
our engineer, Mr Polier, we have directed a plan to be 
Cons 16th Febj. f orn , t( j according to his opinion, but we shall not begin 
tins work until we are fully acquainted with the nature of the soil With other 
necessary information and when begun, we shall proceed in it with die greatest 
economy 


26 Having received a more circumstantial .account in a minute of 
Mr Lcyccster’s of die directions the gentlemen .at Dacca had given”' for securing 
„ , . , _ . the treasure, removing the sick and wounded and in every 

respect providing tor making their retreat from the factory 
in a regular manner, it appears that they left no means untried for effecting 
those purposes and that dvey were unavoidably disappointed by the irregular- 
ity of the scapojs of which a great part deserted and the remainder embarked 
in the boats without orders and while the gentlemen were yet in the factory 
endeavouring to save the treasure We arc therefore satisfied that it was not 
m their power to prevent this loss in their then unfortunate circumstances, 
and we must say further in commendation of the gentlemen of that factory, 
diat the investment provided this year is as good m quality as any which 
has ever been received from thence, and notwithstanding these troubles, very 
little deficient in .quantity, which must be in great measure attributed to dieir 
early return with the detachment from Mcckley and their great diligence m 
collecting in the effects which were dispersed and outstanding 


27 Mr Campbell, our Assay Master, arrived in the Bulish King, and 
Cons 26th Janry "C have directed a proper office to be built for conducting 
14th Feby his business 


28 Mr Bowen, the gentleman who ai rived this season by your appoint- 
ment to be one of the chaplains at tins Presidency, not choosing to remain 
in the country, has returned to England in one of his Majesty’s ships Before 
his departure he discharged his bond 

29 After finishing our letter by the Osterley, the account which we 
had directed to be drawn out of the charge of French prisoners was prepared 
and delivered m Our Secretary therefore forwarded it in that ship’s book 
packet, and a duplicate copy is now transmitted , also the General Books of tins 
Presidency ending Aprd 1760 

30 As no commissaries are yet arrived on the part of the French nation 
and we have still about fifty prisoners remaining on our hands, we have sent 



240 


L ETTER TO COURT 


home thirty by this ship agreeable to the list transmitted in her packet and 
the remainder shall embark on the P‘got 

31 By this ship we have also sent home other samples of the ponder 
and charcoal prepared by Mr Smith and the Export Warehouse Keeper having 

_ acquainted us that in her cargo arc included 13 bales of 

Con*. 2d Febv * r , , , D , _ , , 

new musters of cloths purchased at Bam a go re minced 

Muster No 1 to 13 we beg lease thus to refer them to jour honors particular 
inspection. 

31 Since writing thus far we hate had advice from Madras* of the arrival 
of vour ship Pitt there the 7th ultimo and by o country ship imported from 
„ „ , _ . thence we hate received your packet by her for this Presi 

denev and have therefore to reply in pan to your General 
Letter of die 13th May 1763 

33 We obscnc and shall pay due regard to vour orders respecting the 
II inchclsea. That ship u just now returned here from her voyage to Bombay 
and the freighters conformabtc to the conditions of their agreement have 
declared that the ship will be delivered over to the Com pan) at the Presidency 
of Bombay 

34 Agreeably to your directions we shall pay to Mr \nn Sittart the 
amount of the commission* due him on the revenue* of the land* and he Ix-g* 
leave here to render you his grateful acknowledgement* for tin* fresh mark 
of vour favor 

35 In consequence of your orders in regard to Mr Bat«on we have re 
called him from the chicfsutp of Patna and as Mr Spencer on hi* arrival 

r will be next in succession to the Government we have ap- 

pointed Mr Biller* to the chtefship of Patna factory 

36 We shall transmit to Bombay information of jour order* in favour 
of Mr Spencer although n* we learn that the Sfrakrr arrived ai Trlhcherry 
the 7th of December we imagine they will have already received vour 
command* by that ship. 

37 We have laden and con Igned to your honour* h\ tin* ship the 
ll uccrrm sundry good* and merchandize amounting to current rupee* 
P49P6-I3 3 the particular* whereof arc agrcahle to die invoice and Or»t I ill 
of Lading enclosed 

JW We have also laden on her sundry store* for die u*e of vour idand 


of Si Helena amounting to current rupee* UPH ai per invoice and I dl 
i l Lading enclosed to the (wivemor and Oiunol dirfc 


r*f William 

the ^th let ruarr I 0 1 
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Setts Value received of Current Rs To whom payable £ Sterling 


1 Do Dccr. to the estate 
of Jama Borind 

1 The Praidc A. Co of 

7102 8-9 

William Fullerton 

Laurence Sullivan Esqrc. 

328-12 7 

Fort William 

2533- 0-0 

for the use of the 
Marine Society 

296- 2 0 

1 John Grant anti Rus- 
sell Skinner Adms. to 
the atatc of Major 
Adams That. Adams 
Acer the atatc of 
Captn Jno Irving 

14397 9-6 

Edward Irving 

1679 14 5 

1 Caput Chari Long 

1 Rand Marriott and 

7300-12-0 

Himself 

Wlllm McGwire and Ar 

851 15- 1 

Jno Graham Acct. the 
atatc of Rd. Wilder 

2533- 0-0 

Annalcv 

295-10 4 

1 Anselm Beaumont 

18549 6-6 

George Challoncr 

2164- 1 11 

1 Jno Graham Acct of 
Iacut Alex, Do* 

20SS-14 3 

Alexander Crant 

243 14 1 

1 W arren Hasting* 

59393- 7-6 

Jno. 7cph Holwcll Wm 
Birch and John Dan* 

69^9 4 9 

1 Do and Tnod Saul 
Hancock 

5000- 0-0 

Francis Svka 

583 6- R 

1 Captn- Chari. Marsh 

49000- 0-0 

Himself 

5716-13 4 

1 Captn- Hugh Grant 

4463- 8-9 

Alexander Crant 

520-14 11 

I Samuel Middleton 

857 2 3 

Anne Lane 

100-0 0 

1 An •elm Beaumont 

I Hurzuramull Execut 
to the estate of Omi 

11100- 04) 

George Clialloncr 

The President or Trea 
*urcr of the Founding 

1**95- 0- 0 

chtind 

1500- 0-0 

Hospital for the time 
being 

175- 0 0 

I Do £xcul to Do 

I <00- 0-0 

Do or Do of the Mag 
clalcn Hospital for the 
time !>emg 

icon 

1 William Biller* I *qr 

K571 6-9 

W iJJiam Biller* I vjr 

|OK) 0 ft 

1 Captn Charles Dmg 

2130- 04) 

Himself 

10 0 

I Wlllm. Majcndie 

lft»- 0-0 

Bad John Jama Sfajen 
die 

186-13 4 

44 *mt» Current Rujh 3-0 

C Sterling 7 

l ir 9 l 


40 \\c base al*n ilrjHn on tihi <8 *cti» pjvjble at “*/ 4 per current rupee 

ant! *>) dan after arm tinting t > CK* 10* .2*6 9 9 nr C Sterling I *1*1* 
as f tin** — 


5rf/i I ii'ur re ere J ft intent Ft T -/< m {*t\*tl f r C<t~n * v 

1 Tli^ C lr 1023-90 {^riyr Jhrnr I' 1 * * 

| Jj A'Mrttrnrr Am Mr Mnun lUPantinr l u ^ 0 

Th >» \n let* n 


r mu 
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* I aluc n ct n't <! of Current Rs 

To whom payahh 


£ Sterling 

las Ashburncr 

•128- 9-3 

Himself or ordei 


50- 0- 0 

Rus] Skmncr Acct 


Sarah Mapletoft 

• 

481-15-11 

Sarah Mapletoft 

4129-11-0 




13a Acer Captn 'i hex 


Himself 


539- 5- 7 

'In del 

4622- 6 6 




Major Alex Champion 

1S85-1 1-3 

Mrs 1 ms Champion 

and 




Mr Jno Edison . 


220- 0- 0 

Rml Skinner Acct M 


Mrs Mary Rowland 


500- 0- 0 

| Row land 

4285-11-6 




John Bathoc Acct 11% 


Robert Goodwin 


20- 0- 0 

Goodwin 

171- 6 3 




Joseph Cr.ihh 

2000- 0 0 

Himself 


233- 6- 8 

Geo Williamson and 


William Daws 


78-17- 3 

Phil Milner Dacrcs 





Exrs io Edwd Oakes 

675-15 6 




Do and Do Exrs of 


Mrs Eh/ How itt 


200- 0- 0 

Sam How at died 

1714- 4-6 




Plul Milner Dacrcs 

857- 2-3 

J'hos Stone Street 


100- 0- 0 

James Bonwicke 

1714- 4 6 

Himself 


200- 0- 0 

Richard Barwell 

373-11-3 

Richd and William 

Bai- 




well 


66-18- 7 

Captn Charls Marsh 

4285-11-6 

Himself 


500- 0- 0 

Captn Robt Aber- 


Himself 


500- 0- 0 

crombie 

4283-11-6 




Capt Hugh Grant 

1807-12-0 

Alex Grant 


210-18- 1 

Benjamin Randall 

257- 2-0 

Richd Palmer 


30- 0- 0 

Captn John Tate 

4285-11-6 

Himself 


500- 0- 0 

William Billers 

857- 2-3 

Thos Walker 


100- 0- 0 

Thomas Rumbold 

1885-11-6 

Francis Southby 


220- 0- 0 

Captn Archibald 


John Swinton Junioi 


100- 0- 0 

Swinton 

857- 2-3 




Chars Child Acct 


Richd Cooke 


70- 0- 0 

Jno Thwaitc 

600- 0-0 




Do Acct John Corsar 

428- 9-3 

Messrs Johnstone 

and 




Sothringham 


50- 0- 0 

Chas Child Acct Lt 


Lt Henry Powell 


252- 6- 4 

H J Pow'cll 

2162-10-0 




Richard Pembroke 

2000- 0-0 

Himself 


233- 6- 8 

Lt John Hattland 

2123-12-0 

Himself 


247-15- 5 

Lt Thos Wiltshire 

1929- 6-0 

Himself 


225- 2- 0 

Peter Gallopmc 

800- 0-0 

Ann and Hannah Gallo- 




pine 


93- 6- 8 

Henry Plowman 

4285-11-6 

Miss Eliza Motte 


500- 0- 0 

John Machmath 

2561-12-6 

William Fullerton 


298-17- 5 

Do 

1714- 4-6 

Granville Elliott Mack- 




math 


200- 0- 0 

John Taylor 

514- 4-6 

Mary Gleen 


60- 0- 0 

Lt Jolin Grant 

857- 2-3 

Himself 


100- 0- 0 
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Setts \ aluc received of Current Rs 

To whom payable 

£ Sterling 

1 Ll John Grant 

42S- 9 3 

Himself 

50-0-0 

I Ralph Ridley 

4285-11-6 

William Charlton 

500- 0-0 

1 Robe Brown 

2160- 04) 

George Dunbar 

252 0- 0 

I Ascans, WTllm. Senior 

3554 10-0 

RobL Halsey Balwick 
Nassau Thus. Senior 
and Mis* Rachael Senior 

414 14 I 

1 John Carrier 

9 

t- 

1 

Stephen Law 

230- 0-0 

1 John Bat hoc Acer 
W ra Steer* 

900- 0-0 

William Steer* 

105-0-0 

I PhiL Milner Da ere* 

693- 4-0 

John Henry Merlins 

$0-17 7 

I Fitz Owen Jones 

S97 13-0 

Himself 

104-14 11 

1 John Burden 

1285-11-6 

Thomns Burden 

150-0 0 

I Edward Hardwtchc 

1 Ralph Lc) cm ter 

3000- 0-0 

Thomas Hardwickc 
Christopher Baron and 

350- 0 0 

Esqrc AccL John 
Robmwn 

4285-11-6 

George Me Auley 

500- 0-0 

1 Ralph Lcyccstcr 

1200- 0-0 

Rev Henry Lushlngton 

HO- 0- 0 

I Do Do 

2000- 0-0 

Ralph and Geo Leyccstcr 

233 6- 8 

1 Hand Marriott Senior 

2160- 0-0 

Ll William Browne 

2S 1 0- 0 

1 Charles Roper* 

1000- 0-0 

W dim Roger* 

116-13 4 

1 John Dawdson 

1714 4-6 

Alexander Grant 

*>00- 0 0 

1 \\ illiam Bolt* 

800- 0-0 

Mr*. Elizabeth Fcnwlcke 

93 6- 8 

I CapL Arthur Morru 
Acer the citatc of 
Timm a i Philip* deed. 

3000- 0-0 

CapL Arthur Morris 

350 0- 0 

1 Wlllm Magee Acer 
Geo. Hay 

857 2 3 

James Ran me 

100- 0 0 

\ Do Aero. Hugh BaiNic 

1 John Johnnone Acer 

42S-9 3 

Hugh Baihic 

Robt. BrooLe and Tho* 

50-9-9 

RobL Brooke 

$09 124 

Pattlc 

94 9 5 

1 Major John Camac 

685-114 

Ch rules Boileau 

$0-0-0 

1 James Moore 

4285-11-6 

Mabel b Moore 

500- 0 0 

1 W ilium Biller* 

999 139 

Him*clf 

ii6-n o 

84 Sett* Current Rupees IJ07 276-9 9 

C Sterling IL5I5 P 0 


\\c arc 
Hnn*b!r S«n 

1<nir nw it fattliful humble umann 
I fmry \ an Smart / W m Biller* / \\ ar 
rm Ha ting* / Ramlh Marti rtf / Varrt 
MhI He* n ’ Ralph la-xrsfrr / J htt 
Burden 


Fori W ilium 

the ^Hh klmurr I »M 
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LETTER DATED 20 FEBRUARY 1764 


Flight of Mir Qasim to Shu ] an d-D aul ah’s country — Shujaud-Daulah asked 
to surrender Mir Qasim — Mir Jaffads endeavour to procure sanads from Shah 
Alain — friction between Company’s and Mir Jaffads Officials — siege of Madura 
— mutiny in the army 


T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies 


Hon’ble Sirs, 

1 In our address by the Osterley upon country affairs dated the 
19th December, we advised fully of the success of our arms, and that 
the late Nabob Meer Cossim incapable of making any further resistance had 
fled mto Shuja Dowla’s country with the remains of his troops, effects 
and treasures 


2 We were m hopes that Shuja Dowla m compliance with our demand 
would have given him up to us, or at least have made him prisoner and seized 
upon his effects, but we find he proceeded without interrupnon through Barnans 
and Eliabad to the banks of the Jumna where die King and Shuja Dowla are 
encamped His reception at the court appears to have been radier favourable 
than otherwise owing we suppose to the influence of his money, yet we do 
not apprehend they will be prevailed on to give him any assistance or engage 
m a war with us at a time when they are scarcely able to support themselves 
against the other chiefs of die empire who wish but an opportunity of reduemg 
Shuja Dowla 

3 As the surest means of deterring as well Shuja Dowla as all others 
from attemptmg to disturb the peace of the provmces, we keep our whole 
army on the banks of the Caramnassa and the President has wrote repeatedly 
to Shuja Dowla that we shall never accede to any treaty of alhance or 
friendship with him until Meer Cossim is either dehvered up or brought 
to justice for his cruelty and oppression Before the dispatch of the 
Pigot, we shall probably know for certam what will be his fate In the 
mean time Major Carnac is gone to take the command of die army, and 
we have given him instructions to reduce the field expences, and put the 
troops in cantoonments as soon as it shall appear consistent widi die safety 
df the country 


> - 4 The Nabob remams likewise on the banks of the Caramnassa He 
is endeavourmg to procure the saneds or grants for the soubadary of these 
„ , ^ t provinces from the King, and m his last letter to the 

President advises that he was in daily expectation of receiv- 
ing them He seems to think it of very great consequence to obtain these 
grants, and we were informed had offered the immediate payment of mneteen 
lacks of rupees, and an obligation for twenty eight lacks yearly 'to' be remitted 
to the King As we knew it would ill suit the 'Nabob’s circumstances to comply 
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with iuch engagement*, and that it would incapacitate him from making good 
hi* payment* to the Company the restitution for losses in trade during the 
late troubles, and providing for his own necessary expcnccs, objects of much 
more consequence than the possession of the grams, we therefore srrcnuouslv 
advised the Nabob not to put himself to an) such charge or enter into anv 
such obkgation as might distress his own affairs but rather trust to our 
influence to procure him the grants with little cxpencc and to our force 
to secure his government whether he was possessed of the grants or not For 
it must be confessed those titles arc of little consequence m the present situation 
of the affairs of the empire. The King is the slave of Shuja Dowla and accord 
ing to all appearance will never be in possession of his capital nor of anv 
real authority All remittances said to be made to the King arc in truth 
so much money thrown into the hands of Shuja Dowta to be cmplovcd perhaps 
against the very person that gave it 

5 As yet the Nabob has made but a small advance in the payment of 
the thirty lacks 1 stipulated for the Company s loves and cxpencc* \\ e expect 
him next month in Calcutta when wc shall procure from him assignments 
for the ballancc of this money to be paid in such places as may be most 
convenient for supplying the investment and wc have in view at the same 
time to settle with the Nabob some necessary regulations for establishing due 
limits of authority between hu officers, and our subordinate factories agents 
and gomastaks. At present they frequently clash and occasion disputes of 
a very bad tendency the more so as the) never fail to be represented on 
both sides with violent exaggerations. Already you will see many instances 
in the Nabobs letters entered in the book of country correspondence parti 
cularly No. ( ] and containing complaints against Mr Batson our Chief at 
Patna whose answer and explanation arc likewise transmitted in the book of 
letters received. 

6. Uc have been advised from Fort Sl (Tcorgc of there (ncj having been 
obliged to raise the siege of Madura representing at the same time the absolute 
necessity of reducing that placr and their resolution to 
Crm Mth Peer attack it again as soon as the season would permit In 
order to assist them in this design to the utmost of our 
power wc determined to send to Fort St Ccorgc the whole of the reinforce 
merit received from Bombay and the most part of them arc already rtntarlrd 

We are with the greatest ropect 
HonliJe Sir* 

^our most faithful humble servant*, 
Henry \*n Swart /Mm Billers / 
Warren Hasting* f Bandit Marx lot / 
^am Middleton / Ralph lawcotef / 
John Runlet? 

Poiltcnft 

T ^mce chw ng our f>rege»tn- ad !rr*» wr Iu»e l**-m ahrmed with so 
accident as sudden a* urea peered and which had well nl^’i rtpMrJ the** 


Tor? Milium 
the February |”7d 
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provinces to fresh disturbances and thrown your affairs into greater danger 
than all the strengdi of your enemies The soldiers of our army which was 
encamped about six miles from the Caramnassa havmg conceived that there 
was a design of stopping their share of the donation promised them by the 
Nabob, or that some injustice had been done them m the division, which 
notion we suppose had been industriously propagated and aggravated by some 
among them who wished to raise a defection, assembled themselves by general 
agreement on the morning of the 11th instant, and having formed and chosen 
themselves a leader, loaded their musketts, fixed their bayonets and marched 
off declaring they would go over to Shuja Dowla and Meer Cossim The 
Nabob went out to them and offered them immediate payment of their share 
of the first division of the donation but they were not satisfied and contmued 
their march as far as the banks of the Caramnassa, where Captain Jennings 2 
who at that time commanded the army and the rest of die officers followed, 
and at lengdi prevailed on all the English to return to their colours but a 
French serjeant with about 150 soldiers of that nation crossed the Caramnassa 
and proceeded towards Banans 

8 The troops on their return to camp were paid the money the Nabob 
promised, and the next day the whole body of seapoys followed their example, 
took to their arms, and m the same licentious terms demanded their share, 
nor could they be quieted until they were paid 20 rupees each man which was 
more than their share came to 

9 By our last advices from Capt Jennings, all was quiet again and the 
only loss we have sustained is that of the Frenchmen above mentioned, a 
loss no much to be lamented as it is highly probable these were the promoters 
and firmenters of this extraordinary revolt 

10 But our greatest concern is the difficulty of restoring good order 
to an army who have got such a spirit of licentiousness amongst them, and 
have proceeded to such lengths unpunished Lest therefore any further dis- 
orders should happen or the advice of this dissention should encourage Shuja 
Dowla and Meer Cossim to engage m fresh attempts for disturbing the 
provinces, we have thought it necessary to request of Commodore Tinker to 
remain with us in the Medway, and to stop that part of the Bombay Detach- 
ment which had not left the River 

11 Considering the great value of preserving the security of Bengal, we 
think this measure must appear to the other Presidencies entirely consistent 
with the general good And as the Presidency of Fort St George will be 
strongly reinforced by the troops landed from the Pitt, those returning from 
Mamlha 3 and the Bombay artillery company which went from hence in his 
Majesty’s ship York, we flatter ourselves they will be able to prosecute the 
siege of Madura with success 

12 At the time when this meeting happened, Major Carmac [Carnac] and 
Major Champion were on their way to join the army, and we hope will have 
now reached the camp We have wrote to Major Carmac our opinion and 
advice of the measures most proper to be taken on this occasion and we trust 
by his discretion and viligance [51c] that he will be able to quiet the army and 
prevent any repetition of these irregularities, and we purpose m a few days 
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to reinforce him with a detachment of three hundred European*, that *uch 
a* may appear to have been the promoter* of thi* rauunou* *pint may be 
removed. 


We arc 
HonTdc Sir* 

Your most faithful humble servant*, 
Henry Van Surart / Wm Biller* / 
Warren Halting* / Rand. Mamot / 
Fort William Sam Middleton / Ralph Letewter / 

the 27 February 1 764 John Burden 


3 

LETTER DATED 19 MARCH 1764 

Stoppage of payment to Lord Clive on account of Ins jagir — list of bills of 
exchange 

To the HonTde the Court of Director* for affair* of the HonTdc Umtc<! 

Company of Merchant* of England trading to the East Indie* 

Hon*blc Sir* 

I We addre*»cd you hit under date the 20th ultimo by the Bosetrren 
Coni 19 March. *hip d c p Jrtc>< * f rom Ingcllec the 8th Innant and 

quitted her pilot the 11th 

2. Me have nnee diipatched the Earl of Middlesex Bute and Ixird 
„ , . . Mansfield to proceed on the voyage* of which vour honor* 

were advited in our *aul addreM ol the 20xh ultimo 

3 By a Macao ililp armed on the Mataliar Coait we hate received letter* 
from the »upra eargor* at Canton dated 8th Novemlter 1 <63 which odthc ut 
of the *afc arrival there of all the *hip' of the rcaton l/f* excepting the I den 
tine Glatton and Porock which they were afraid had Imt their patoge anil 
the Earl Temple which ther apprehended to he Imt on the matt of fjjcnnia 

4 The same adder* inform lit tint the large lupphe* of treamre o*n 

rignrtl to them from hence and from hort St Deorgr would enable them to 
complete the eargoc* of the nine *hipi thm at Uampo hut that unf munatrly 
llic di»trr»» of tiic Deputy Otnemor and Omned at Manilha f *r mofler t> 
par the hating obliged them to take out of the Houghton ami Ibrxle 

44 client of treatufe tliey ilirndd m« hate it In thnr power to leave anr 
*tocl m the handt of the re*i lent* and that therefore a lupplv earlr thi* 
teaton wouf 1 l*e td the grratett a» nfance to the C<*mpinr • tradr under tl ni 
management 

< \U ad>iml •mtt h«im in out Uti »<i<irn« th,i »r Kj d mil-nnj 
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the British King to proceed to China with a cargo of cotton and lead, and 

Cons 19th Mar two ^ ac ^ s ru P ces ln ready money, and she is accordingly 
this day dispatched But notwithstandmg die earnest re- 
presentation of the supra cargoes, the present situation of our own affairs, the 
large demands for our military e\pences, and for the provision of next year’s 
investment, render it impossible for us either to increase her stock, oi to be 
of any further assistance to them dns season 

6 In consequence of the indulgence which you have been pleased to 
grant Capt Howe for remaining with the Wmchelsea another season in India, 

Cons 8 & 12 Mar wc ^ a ' e accepted a proposal from the present freighters, for 
prolonging the affreightment to the 11th February 1766 
which is charter party day And Capt Howe on behalf of his owners has 
prolonged the ship’s charter party with the Company to the same time 

7 We duely observed the orders m your letter of the 26th April 1763, 
respecting Lord Clive’s jaghtteer , we at the same time received a letter from 
his Lordship, insisting that we should not refuse payment of this claim , and 
his attorney has accordingly presented a demand for four months now due, 
amounting to sicca rupees 1,18,451 We have in answer acquainted him that 
it is not in our power to comply with it and transmitted him a copy of your 
said orders for his satisfaction A copy of his Lordship’s letter, you will find 
entered m our Consultation of the 26th January, and of the letter and account 
presented by his attorney after Consultation of the 12th instant The account 
you require of the payment already made to his Lordship, goes enclosed in the 
packet together with a copy of the kistbundee or terms of payment of the 
jagheer 


8 As we learn from Capt Pigou, it will not be agreable to your inten- 
tions, that the Russian officers, who came out on his ship 1 should proceed to 
China, we have returned them to Europe on this ship, the Pigot, and directed 
Capt Pigou to pay Capt Richardson one half the money which he received 
for the expence of theu homeward bound passage 


9 Three officers of the 84th and one of the 103rd Regiment embark on 
this ship for Europe, together with twenty seven now commissioned officers 
and private men belonging to different regiments which were m India A 
particular list of the whole is transmitted as usual, a number in the packet, 
as well as an amended list of those winch embarked on the Boscawen after 
Major Sherlock had permitted a detachment of the 84th Regiment to remam 
another season in the country 

10 Three of his Majesty’s officers vizt , Lieut Hodsden and Crabb and 
Ensign Falck with about thirty men took theu passage from hence to Madrass 
m the York and Liverpool , men of war, m order to go to Europe, m anv of 
his Majesty’s ships from the Coast and these are all that Commodore Tinker 
could accomodate. 


1 1 We have likewise embarked on this ship sixteen more French 
prisoners agreable to a list m the packet, and there now only remam here a 
few other persons who are at present sick in the hospital 

12 Before we close our advices for this season, we beg leave again to 
take notice to_your honors of the diligence and assiduity of our Secretary, 
Mr, Graham, 2 who notwithstandmg the great increase of the busmess of this 
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Presidency in the two departments conduct* it wnh great regularity and to 
our entire satisfaction We must also mention Mr Majend c our Assistant 
Secretary as one who by his close applicanon to business has alrcads rendered 
himself a very capable and useful servant 

13 We have laden and consigned to vour honors by this ship the Pi^ot 
sundry goods and merchandize amounting to current rupees 1048100 the 
particulars whereof are agreeable to the invoice and Cm bill of lading enclosed. 

M We hare also laden on her sundry stores for the use of your island 
of St Helena amounting to current rupees 1216 as M per invoice and hill of 
lading enclosed to the Governor and Council there. 

We arc with the greatest respect 
Hon'blc Sirs 

lour most faithful and obedient 
humble sen-ants 

Henry Van Smart / Warren Hastings / 
II Watts / Sam Middleton / Ralph 
Ixvcestcr / John HurdctL 

Postscript 


(15 | We have drawn upon your honors by this ship I" setts of bills of ex 
change at 365 days and the usual terms The particulars whereof arc as follow* 
and amount In all to current rupees 2 41,540-5 9 £ Sterling 28 1/9 14 n 


l alar reemed of 

r Ri 

To t chom payable 

£ Sir 

William Sh erven 

1 714 

4-6 

Himself 

200 0-0 

Jno Craham Attv 
to Robt Campbell 
adm to the estate 



Tlie Ilonhle Alex. Fraser 
Fsqrc 

163 6.8 

of Amelia Camp- 
bell deceased 

1400 

0-0 



Jicob Carmac 

857 

2-3 

John Carmac 

100 04) 

Chav C reenhill 

1.071 

6-9 

Mrs rs. Ache and Ijlrd 

125- 04) 

Cco Wllliam*on 

1.000. 0-0 

Flizal>cth I limit! or 





onler 

116-134 

1 Tliomas Pearson 

4.285 11 4 

Daniel nraidmaifc 

vio on 

! fames A h burner 

4.28J \\-f 

Do 

VY) 04) 

Joseph JcLvlI 

857 

2-3 

Jno I^angmore 1 lut 





Rromnsord arul Tho- 
mas JrlvII 

inn no 

1 fames I J»trr 

3AVL 04) 

fame* hinc or Order 

i<o no 

1 D tto 

IV*0 

on 

Mm n MaMman Tarry 





and Kin- or either of 
their order* 

i Mr ft 4 

[ Hennr Van Smart 



Arthur Van 8htart an 1 


1 s/jr 

cn/rtv no 

lArnur 1 IWhtm 

(* 


“H/ rfn «» — r 1 1 f l-tfff i 4 tb* r»tKTi-< Inn i i't*J *1 et V. ** in f " O 
sM Rj M rfi~i In f-K* tl II 


Fort William 

the 19th March 1764 
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Value received of 

C Rs 

1 

John Grant acct 



84th Regiment 

85,714-4-6 

1 

Major John Carmac 

12,000- 0-0 

1 

Robt Gregory acct 



Wm Bright well 



Sumner 

12,000- 0-0 

1 

Do acct Culling 



and Smith 

12,000- 0-0 

1 

Ditto 

5,400- 0-0 

1 

John Burdett 

32,954-10-6 

17 

Setts Currt Rs 

2,41,540- 5-9 


To whom payable 

£ Str 

Col Eyre Coote and 

Rich Cox 

10,000- 0-0 

Geo Clive 

1,400- 0-0 

W m Bnghtwell Sumner 

1,400- 0-0 

Culling Smith 

1,400- 0-0 

Edward Holden Crutten- 

den 

430- 0-0 

Thos & Chas Burdett 

3,844-14-2 

£ Str 

28,179-14-2 


[16] The total amount of bills drawn on your honors by the ships of this 
season is current rupees fifteen lacks vizt , 

By the Osterley 67 setts 5,41,261-13-6 

By the Boscawen 102 setts 7,17,197-12-9 

By the Bigot 17 setts 2,41,540- 5-9 

Setts 186 Currt Rupees 15,00,000- 0-0 

We are with the greatest respect 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithful obedient humble servants, 
Hemy Van Sittart / Warren Hastings / H 
Watts / Sam Middleton / Ralph Leycester / 
John Burdett 


Fort William, 
the 19th March 1764 


4 

LETTER DATED 19 MARCH 1764 

Shu-jaud-Daulah’s preparations to invade Bengal — necessity of an adequate 
European force in Bengal for safety 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies 

Honorable Sirs, 

1 In the postscript of our address by the Boscawen on military and 
country affairs, we acquainted you of an extraordinary mutiny m our army 
which ended in the desertioh of about one hundred and fifty Frenchmen 
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2. These deserter* went o\cr to the army of Shuja Dow la who has enter 
tamed them in his icmcc and wc find that Cossim Aly Cawn has as wc 
expected made use of this disorder in our army as an argument to persuade 
Shuja Dowla to espouse his interest and invade BcngaL By our last advices 
the King Shuja Dowla and Cossim Alv Cawn were at Elia bad and It is affirmed 
that preparauons were making to march to Banana which fie* close to the 
frontier of these provinces 

3 Major Carmac is usmg his endeavours to restore good order in our 
army which done wc shall have little doubt of defeating all the attempts 
of Shuja Dowla should be continue in the design of marching this way but 
wc arc of opinion the prosecution of that design will depend on the intelligence 
he gets of the state of our forces and when he finds that we are prepared 
to receive him on the frontier or even to march and meet him In his own 
country and hears of the reinforcements wc arc sending to the army by the 
assistance of the Bombay Detachment and the marines of hu Majesty s ships 
Urdtray and Argo he will rather wish to make us his fncndi than his enemies 

4 But (tjhi* disposition of our neighbours to take every advantage if they 
find us in an unguarded situation will naturally lead your honors to a re 
flection upon the necessity of keeping a respectable European force at this 
Presidency and supplying it with continual recruits as this is evidently the 
ontv method of preserving the tranquility of the country and the safely of 
vour possession* 

Wc arc with the greatest respect 
HonTilc Sir* 

^our most faithful and obedient 
humble servant* 

Henry Van Sittart / Warren Hastings / 
Fort William Ji Wan* / Sam Middleton / Ralph 

the 19th March 1 <64 Ixvccster / John Burdctt 


S 

I KTTTR DATFD 25 MARCH 1764 

Mr 5pencer In refine Mr I anuttart at Co- ernor of Bengal— grogoted 
irratjon of Bengal b\ Shujatid Davtah and Qjum dli Avfian 

T O the ll‘m*Wc thr Court if Director* for affair* of the Hon'ble United 
Ounpanv i f Merchant* of Iji-bml trading to the I jit Indie* 

If m-fal \r «fir 

[I 1 Uilxwph 1 base returned mv tltanl* in the Cmrral \jntn fw tlw 
grrat fast* *! nr mr I r vour tut order* to thl* !*rrtldrncv I v the «f ip Pit# set 
! tl ml it mv dmv fine aram to rxprr* mv grateful «mnment* pot oolv 
ftr the mdjlgerre granted ne in the cnmnUihn upon the rr*ctvar* hut 
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likewise for the honorable manner in which you have been pleased to confer 
that indulgence and the favouiable light in which you have regarded my 
endea\ours for the Company’s service 

[2] The appointment of Mr Spencer 1 having relieved me from the 
difficulty I was under with respect to a successor to this Government, I flatter 
myself you will appro\ c of my leaving it as soon as I have given that gentleman 
all the lights and mformation in my power I expect to see him the beginning 
of May, and shall resign the Government to him (unless some very extra 
ordinary emergency should intervene) in the month of July, when I shall 
endeavor to get out of the River in order to a\oid the sickly season, which the 
physicians are of opinion, I could by no means go through 

[3 ] My first care after my arrival in England will be to pay my respects 
to you and to present you with a memorial 2 of all the transactions since I have 
had the charge of your affairs at tins Presidency, m which the rise of the late 
unhappy troubles is traced through all its channels, and I hope plainly proved 
to be owing to no fault of mine 

[4] The last advices I have received from Major Carmac are dated the 
15di instant, the same reports still continue of Shuja Dowla’s intentions to take 
part with Cossim Aly Cawn and invade diese provinces but I am far from 
thinking these reports to have any certain foundation, neither have I die least 
doubt of the success of our arms if such an attempt should be made, as die 
cause of the late mutinous disorder in our troops is in great measure removed 

I am widi great respect 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithful and obedient 

Fort William, humble servant, 

25th' March 1764 Henry Van Sittart 


6 

LETTER DATED 27 SEPTEMBER 1764 

Shipping news — investment in saltpetre 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

1 We take this opportunity of the Madrass October ship to foiward you 
a dupheate of our last address dated the 19di of March and to notifie a few 
general advices previous to die dispatch of our first ship from hence 

2 We have had the honour to receive your commands of die 30th Decem- 
ber 1763, 8th, 9di and 22nd February 1764 and we can inform you in general 
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that the orders which they contained have been duly complied with for 
particulars we beg to be referred to the usual advices by our foremenuoned 
first ship. 

3 The four ships detuned this season for Coast and Bay armed at 
Madrass the 1st 4th and 7th July and 23rd August and the first three u -I 

the Caernarvon Demnshtre and Vanstltart have since 
Cofu- Au^t imported safe in this River The Duke of Albmx\ thev 

I Do* detain at Madrass to be dispatched home in the ensuing 

month. We have also the pleasure to noucc the safe 
arrival of all the ships destined for China and their bang again dispatched on 
tli nr passages thither the particulars whereof as well as of the consignments 
the gentlemen at Fort Sl George have been able to make by them mil no 
doubt be advised to your honors in the letters from that Presidency 

4 We informed you in our last letter that in consequence of your 
indulgence to Capt. Howe, we had prolonged the agreement with the freighters 

Cons 4th March. ^ mchelsca for another \ear but we arc now con 

cemcd to acquaint your honors that the day after the date 
of our said letters the ship was totalfv lost in her passage out of the River 
Capt. Howe on the 24th of March delivered us in a report of this unfortunate 
accident and it appearing upon an enquiry made that the misconduct of 
the pilot was in a great measure the cause thereof we ordered him to lie 
dismissed from the Company* service. Capt Howe took his passage to 
hngland on the Pig of Capt. Richardson 

* The Earl of Holland in her passage outward I>ound having touched 
at the island of Mauritius found there the Middlesex Capt. Fletcher from 
this place and she also learned that the Pigof Cant 
Richardson had put in at the Islands the 8th of June the 
length of her parage from lienee having rendered it necessary that she ihoukl 
touch there to reenm her store of water 

6 We liavc also rctcivtd advice by a French vcswll to the Coast that 
die /losctfo-rn in her pa sage homeward bound sprung a leak about 10 de g rees 
to the eastward of the Cape whkh obliged her on the 25th 
of Mar to bear away for the bland of Mauritius where she 
arrived the V ill of June tliat the Captain Is cndravsniring 
to repair die damage ami that he hopes to be able to proceed again on his 
voyage aUnit the middle of Octnlier Major Sherlock with the detachment 
i f the Fill* Regiment arc to l>c accommodated nil that time with quarters on 
the is’and of Itatrlson and the Major lut dobed tliat \ ini will make tnmtum 
of hii situation to die ministry at lie lia* not lia 1 time to adtbest rtdtcf die 
‘ktreurr of State or the Secretary of War 

We acspumtrd tour h ti ns in our last letter of the consignment sent 
|o China hr the ship // ifii/i Kin and if die reasons which (hit it mu sf 
. .. . smr r s-rt t all *d th m anr furtlwr sum lies this sn«m 

( ti j , ' , / . 1 * , , , 

I mt as wr are ai»av* atimtisr I dir rmpr^tancr <1 dm 
lt*-cl> <f t!»e Omvpamr v ita W and n *w ham In v«ut nivurv Iwf nr w* 
i)ut v>4 have r l*et-n able t> *rrd out any in n-ry form l^ir«n*- v*r hair 


Cons IJ \upt. 
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of rupees out of the collections of oui leNcnues and the moneys we expect to 
rcccnc from the Nabob in the latter end of the year 

S This supply isc have determined to dispatch on a ship or ships to 
proceed by the Pitt’s Tract, so as nvc judge it may arrive at Canton m the 
month of February and as an early intelligence giving the 
Cons 6 Augt super cargoes the assurance of such assistance might serve 
to support the Company’s credit We dispatched the Plassey schooner the 
beginning of last month to Malacca, with letters to their address directing the 
commander to forward the same by any of the outward bound ships he might 
find there or in fadure thereof to carry them himself to Canton 

9 Notivithstanding the troubles in Bahar, nvc have the pleasure to 
acquaint you that our investment of saltpetre nviII fall very little deficient As 

Cons 25th Tunc therefore Nvith the remains of last year and ivliat nvc 
J receive from Poornea, nvc shall have no hand a large stock 
of that article, nvc have determined to supply Fort St George ivitli ten 
thousand and Bombay ivitli thirty thousand maunds, and nvc have begun to 
freight the supply for Bombay round on country ships that it may arrive 
with them early in the season 


10 We have also granted that Presidency pei mission to draiv on us for 
five lacks of rupees Nvluch nvc hope may prove of good assist- 
lo ancc to them in stocking their ship or ships for China 


1 1 We reckon that there nviII be fourteen ships this year to be provided 
for from this and the other side of India vizt , eight at Bombay, including the 
Bombay and China ship and the Middlesex and Lord Mansfield of last year, 
and six at Coast and Bay, including the Bute and Admiral Pocock also ships 
of last year 


12 In a deposition for diose nvc calculate that the above mentioned 
quantity of saltpetre Nvhicli we have engaged to send to Bombay and die produce 
Cons 3d Se tr t ^ ieir own investments nviII enable the gendemen to 

return five ships from thence direedy to Europe , and 
we hope from the latitude Nvluch ourselves and Madrass Presidency have 
given diem to draw, that they nviII have it m their power to send tivo to 
China according to your recommendations, so that we judge, only one slnp 
on that side of India nviII remain unprovided for which we conclude diey 
will send round to us Two of the Coast and Bay ships nviII be furnished 
ivith cargoes from Madrass, three at least we shall be able to dispatch home 
from hence and one or two will be wanted to carry the money by the Pitt’s 
passage to China 


13 Upon this plan therefore, there is full piovision made for all the ships 
on hand and we gave as early advice thereof as possible to Bombay and 
Madrass that they may either concur with us m fulfilling the same or inform 
us m due tame if circumstances should oblige them to make any material 
alteration 


14 The mvestment at the seveial subordinates will be complied with so 
far, as their advances will go and we hope to be able to dispatch our first ship 
to you (which we design shall be the Bute) about tire end of Novembei 
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15 Mr Spencer arrived here from Bombay in the month of May last and 
took hi* standing on thi* establishment agreeably to your 
appointment, as has alto Mr PJayddl who arrived lately in 
the Vans: t tart 


Fort William 
the 2/th September 1764 
(Original vta Madras 
Duplicate per Devonshire 
Triplicate per Caernarvon] 


We arc with the greatest icspcct 
Honhlc Sirs 

^ our moit obedient and faithful 
h*blc servant*, 

H.V/JS/C.SP/W PL/ 
R\\ /SM/R.L/JB 


7 

LETTER DATED 27 SEPTEMBER 1764 

Shujaud Daulah s march towards Bengal in league with Qasmi Ah Khan — 
Major Carnacs withdrawal due to scarcity of provisions — skirmishes between 
Shujaud Daulah s and English army — retreat of Shujaud Daulah towards 
Buxar — differences between Maj Carnac and the Board re decisive action 
against the enemy— preparations by Major Mttnro against Shujaud Daulah — 
mutiny among the sepoys and necessity of maintaining sufficient English troops 
for security of Company s possessions— army strengthened by a body of cavalry 
—agreement with Mir Jefar re payment of Rs 5 lakhs a month for extra 
ordinary military expenses— restrictions on prrrtrfr trade 


To the Hon*blc the Court of Director* for affair* of the Honhlc United 
Company of Merchant* of hngland trading to the Fait Indies 

Jlunlik Sir* 

1 Our btt address dated the I9tli of March wa* tran muted hv the Ibgat 
•met which we hate had no opportunity of informing you of the occurrence* 
here Inn we now dnpatch tint to Madras with a duplicate of the forrohl 
Jtldrot to In: forwarded bv their Octdicr *hip and shall confine nurvelvr* to 
a *ummarv of the mint interesting event* reserving particular* to lx* advised 
liv our fir»t *lnp from hence 

2* In our f rrcsa>d a hire* of tltc 19th of Marrli wc incntwnrd the report* 
( I Shu|a lk»wb * intenti n» to invade these province* anil that he wa* advanced 
with Comm Air Cawn a* far a* I lluhad tontrarv to our rvpoctat»on* thrr 
proceeded from tJirncc without kn» of time to liman and a* w*»n a flier 
CtrjM prepare litwlgr* f >r tire pa» j rif flreir iroopi thnr cfmwd tire Canges 
and marched to tl-e Carumnatia with a very numrr mi* a nor lioth * t h <v arvl 
ftvrt hut tlietr principal *irrttgih ommtctf In live mmd*rr arvl po»*fnn* rl 
the caulrr 
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3 Majoi Carniu had taken the command of our army at Doudnagur on 

tire banks of the Soane and matched it back to Buxar, where 
3(1 A P 1 lie took post with an intention to meet die enemy and bring 

them to action whcncvci he should have ceitain intelligence of their rout 
But m dns situation lie soon expeiicnced a want of provisions arismg from 
the difficulty of transporting it to so great a distance and fearing least diat 
distress should be increased by die motions of die enemies cavalry, having 
no sufficient body cidier in our service or the Nabob’s to oppose them and 
escort our convoys he took die resolution of retiring with die army nearer to 
the city of Patna Here he was join’d by the Bombay 
16 A P ! Detachment, and having collected a small supply of provi- 

sions, advanced again towards die enemy, who had by this time crossed the 
Carumnassa and come to die banks of the Soane, and begun to make invasions 
with then cavalry between our army and the city These ravages soon renewed 
the complaints m oui army of a scarcity of provisions, and 
7 Major Carnac found himself again obliged to retire to 

Patna and thinking it most advisable there to wait the approach of the enemy, 
made choice of an advantageous post which was not only m itself well calculated 
for defence, but also effectually secured die city 

4 The army of the enemy incouraged we supjiose by this necessity to 

which our troops were duven of retiring, advanced with 
^ great expedition from the Soane, and on the 3rd of May, 

which was w ithin four or five days after Major Carnac had taken possession of 
his post, their whole force, attacked our army Different bodies continued die 
attack from nine m the morning till near sun sett, but finding diemselves 
repulsed in every quarter, diey drew off to dieir camp which was about six 
miles distant Major Carnac thought it more advisable to remain m his post 
than to pursue the enemy who two days after advanced again, and passmg a 
body of their troops to the eastward towards Futwa, effectually surrounded 
both our army and die city 

5 In this situation both armies remained without any dung material 
occurrmg from the 6th to the 23rd of May, when Shuja Dowla collected his 

troops together and marched back across the Soane mto the 
Budgepore country and cantoned at Buxar 

6 We have never been acquainted widi any certainty of the reasons 
for this conduct m Shuja Dowla, and we therefore can only give you our 
opinion upon conjecture that he retreated m order to secure die communica- 
tion with his own dominions during die rains, which allways swell the river 
Soane to so great a degree as to render it impassible 

7 Forming an opmion upon the experience of the former successes of 
the Enghsh arms m every pait of India by carrying on war always offensively, 

Ma and making vigorous attacks upon the numerous but 

ay nregular armies of the country powers, we constandy re- 

commended to Major Carnac to endeavor to bring Shuja Dowla to an action , 
and this we thought the more necessary in hopes thereby to put a speedy end 
to the war, and reduce the very heavy increase of expences which must have 
attended the continuance of it Major Carnac at the same 

Ju y time that he joined with us m that opmion, declared that he 

found it impracticable or unadvisable to execute it, assigning several reasons 

Voi IV— 17 


7 June 
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which however we must add were not satisfactory to u*, but we refer you 
for a further detail of our rentunent* on this subject and Major Carnac s reason* 
to our Consultations and book* of letter*. 

8. We gave constant adnee of the *ituauon of your affair* to the 
Presidencies of Madras and Bombay and in consequence received from them 
such reinforcement of Europeans as they had it in their 
g power to send. A detachment of the 89th Regiment arrived 

from Bombay under Major Munro who in virtue of hi* 
rank in His Majesty * renter became Commander in Chief of the army in 
Bengal and finding that Shuja Dowla *tdl remnincd at Buxar we requested 
him to proceed to Patna with the troop* he had himself brought ana those 
which had armed about the same time from Madras. 


9 Major Munro i* now making all necessary preparation* for taking the 
field ngnin»t the enemy for although overture* have at different time* been 
made toward* a negotiation we cannot place any dcpendancc on the sincerity 
of their proposal* while they remain m arm* in tl>c Nabobs territories neither 
in *uch arcumstance* can we treat of peace without running the n«k of 
encouraging Shuja Dowla in hi* hostile intention* by giving him too high an 

opinion of hi* own strength We continue therefore to 
* Bjjy insist on lus retiring out of the limits of there province* 

and delivering up Sombre who was the executioner of the 
massacre at Patna 1 hoping that by forcing him to a complnncc with there 
term* we shall give luch a proof of the superiority of our arms as to deter 
not only him but all the other chief* of Hindustan from any attempt to invade 
this country 

10 If no treaty l* concluded which at prerent we think there will not 
Major Munro propose* to take the field as soon as the reason will permit and 
It i» reported that Shuja Dowla u in the same intention the Major i* resolved 
to proceed on the plan of acting offensively and to bring Shuja Dowla to 
an action at toon at possible 


II We lw\c received the troops intended for us by the four first ships 
of tins season amounting to aliout three hundred men of width one half 
arc now under order* to march to I*atna and the remainder arc detained 
here to form a detachment for the protection of the IlunUan country if 
necessary 

11 All the brcnchmen which remained in the amir at Patna after the 
mutiny liavc liem draughted and brought ilnwn in Calcutta anil wr have 
not »mce had any thiturhance among the 1 up pean troop* 
4 * Aupt * but the seajioy* too sensible of their own strength from die 
nurnlxr we arc now obliged to keep up liavr mutinied two 
or three tune* and proceed to »err extraordinary length*. The last in tame 
luiwcsrr winch happened was quelled hjr Maj rr Munro with m much *j*lnt 
and *uch proper example* made of the ringleaders a* we flatter ourwlve* will 
effectually rot me p *d r pier in tliat c»up* 

| \ The great danger to width the Company* internt hrrr bx*r l*rn 
c\j wed Irr there frequent muttnir* among the reapny* Irad u» a, am i» »r 
j-foenttosmi the lndnpcn*aMe nrtrsdtv of lerjung up »uch a I l* * f laid h 
in* yu ar thl» rettlrtnent a» mat of ihrntwhr* 1< a *uf r KKt»t retimrr t" * HJf 
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possessions, and always overrule die country forces which the great extent of 
our connections now obliges us to keep up, although we can have but little 
depcndancc on dtcir fidelity and attachment The establishment of 2600 
Euiopeans mentioned in your letter of the 30th December 1762 if always kept 
complcat of effective men, we think might answer this purpose At present 
we want about sixteen hundred men to fill up this establishment, and as you 
are acquainted with the numbci embarked on the ships not yet arrived, we 
hope you will take die earliest opportunity to complcat the whole and allow 
at least fix c hundred men annually to recruit and keep it so 

14 We must also recommend to your attention die continuing to send 
out every year a number of cadets, and diat all possible care be taken to chuse 
such young men as may by having been bred at Woolwich, or otherwise, be 
best qualifyed to make officers 

15 As you will perceive by the detail of your military concerns the gicat 
number of men m your service who arc to be furnished with arms, you must 
be sensible how inadequate the supply which you have sent this year are [sic] 
for that purpose, and we hope you will not fail to comply widi our indent of 
last season for 6000 stand with bayonets and flints of at least 200,000 

16 The Nabob was with our army at Patna the whole campaign but his 
troops as we have before observed were of little service against die enemy, 
neidicr can diey at any time be depended on, for which leason we have been 
under die necessity of encreasing die number of our seapoys to a very great 
degree We have now eighteen battalions making with officers near thirteen 
thousand men 

17 We have also found it absolutely necessary from the experience of 
the last campaign to keep m our service a body of horse sufficient to secure 

our army against the distresses to which they must otherwise 
4 Sc'T he exposed by the cavalry of the enemy One or two troops 

p of European cavalry will by no means answer this purpose, 

as we acquamted you m our advices of last season But it is judged that two 
or three thousand good country hoise may be so disposed under die conduct 
of European officers as effectually to cover our army from being alarmed, and 
harrassed, although the number of die enemy may exceed diem tenfold, which 
is at present the case with Shuja Dowla Therefore as the Nabob has no 
one in his pay that can be depended on for this service, we have come to the 
resolution of raising two thousand of the best country horse at Patna, 
and ordermg the officers lately belonging to the European cavalry to do duty 
with them 

18 But as by these additional forces we have taken upon us in a manner 
the entire defence of these provmces, and reheved the Nabob from the greatest 
part of his military charges, it is just that he should provide for dns encrease 
of expence by further assignments out of the revenues of the country 

19 It was of great consequence to setde this point with the Nabob as 
soon as possible , the regulation and restriction of the private trade conform- 
ably to r the mtent of your commands of the 8th of February was another 
point necessary to be adjusted with the Nabob, whose complaints on that 
subject have been very frequent and a third point was a provision for the 
reimbursement of the losses of the merchants m the late war 
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20 Having prevailed cm the Nabob to come down to Calcutta to regulate 
those affair* he *ct out from Patna the latter end of July and armed here 

^ __ the *econd of this month. After many conferences it was 

8 £2* at la*t agreed that he should pay fire laaks of rupee* a 

10 Da month for the «upport of our extraordinary military 

15 s< T r ex pence* *o long a* it *hall be necessary for the security 

of the country to keep up such a number of force*. Of these two laaks arc 
to be paid at Patna and three at Cossimbuzar the payments to commence 
from the 1st of August last as it was in the course of that month that Major 
Munro began to take into the service the beforonenuoned body of horse. 

21 We have also regulated the payment of the restitution to the 
merchants and arc now employed in putting the private trade under such 

restrictions as we flatter ourselves will pre v ent any further 
7 Sc P r complaints from the country government, and fulfill the 

purpose of your commandafstc] on thi* subject. 

22. Upon the whole we hope to transmit to juur honor by the first shin 
from hener a well regulated system for conducting all those matters which 
concern your connection with the country government such a one as may 
give a future prospect of lasting tranquillity to these provinces. 


We arc with the greatest respect 
Honlric Sir* 

■\our most obedient faithful! 
humble servants, 

Henry Van Smart / J Spencer / C S 
Fort William Plavdcll / W arren Hasting* / Sami 

the 27th September 17G4 Middleton / Ralph Levee* ter / John 

(Per Devonshire] Burdett. 


8 

LETTER DATED 6 NOVEMBER 1764 

Court informed of victory over the forces of ShujatuJ Daulah at 
Huxar 

To the Honlilc the Court of Director* for affairs of the Hnnlitc United 
Companr of Merchant* of England trailing to the l.a«t Indie*. 

Honlilc Sin 

1 Ahlimigh we ha»c your own ship the Devonshire at ptewnt under 
diipatch and think dtr mat pmviblr arrive with too a* soon a* tin* conveyance 
of a Dutth ship di patched Inr the Governor and Gnineil if 1 1 xjrhlrv yet 
we d v not chute to omit anv probable opportunity of gvvinr you die rattiest 
inicHrgrmr of a signal %ict«nr gamed Iw vimr armv over tl»e ( >ttr* i f 
DowU at Buxar* on die ZJni if (Xmlier Tlw particular* we received In a 
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letter from Major Munro dated the 25th, and for your honors further infor- 
mation, we transmit you enclosed a copy of die said letter, and the papers 
which accompanied it 

2 Major Munro’s dispatches to the Government shall be sent with our 
further advices by die Devonshire 

In the mean time we beg leave to congratulate your honors on this im- 
portant event, which we have great reason to expect, will be the means of 
speedily restoring tranquillity to these provinces 

We are widi the greatest respect 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most obedient and faithfull 
humble servants, 

Henry Van Sittart / J Spencer / C S 
Playdell / Warren Hastings / John John- 
stone / Sami Middleton / R Leycester / 
John Burdett 


9 

LETTER DATED 26 NOVEMBER 1764 

Details of the war with Shujaud-Daulah and Qasim Alt Khan — overtures 
for peace by Shah Alam and Shujaud-Daulah turned down by the English — 
surrender of Rohtasgarh — Major Munro’s offensive action against the enemy 
praised — battle of Buxar, a decisive victory — surrender of Mir Qasim and 
cession of territory up to Benares demanded — complaints of Mir Jafar on the 
subject of inland trade — payment by Mir Jafar of extraordinary military 
expenses — Major Munro recommended in high terms — reflections on Major 
Cumae’s military conduct 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

1 By the general advices transmitted to you by the way of Madrass, 
under date the 27th September last, you were informed of the invasion of 

- these provinces by Shuja Dowla , of the repulse he met with on the 3rd of May, 
m an attack upon our army then intrenched near the walls of the city of 
Patna, and of his. retiring towards the end of that month back, over the Soane, 
and taking up his quarters at Buxar You were informed likewise, of our 
resolution to attack him there, if he did not retire before the breaking up 
of the rams and comply with our other demands 

2 The King Shah Aulum accompanied Shujah Dowla in this expedition. 


Fort William, 

die 6di November 1764 

[Per Devonshire ] 
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5 Iiis utmost care and vigilance was employed in reforming all the dis 
orders of the army, and particularly in conquering that mutinous spirit, which 
had so long prevailed, and of which the last instance was 
Cons 24 Scpr in a battalion of sepoys, who marched off with their arms, 
demanding an cncicasc of pay and prize money Major 
Munro brought them all bach prisoners, executed 27 according to the sentence 
of a court martial, and broke the battalion with infamy, by which example 
and a constant and regular course of discipline, lie brought both the soldiers 
and sepoys under due command His next attention was to secure the army 
from a want of prousions after taking the field, for which purpose he, with 
the assistance of Mr Billers, the Chief of Patna, embarked a sufficient quantity 
for two months sen ice in boats, which accompanied the army, and secured 
himself by this precaution, against all the difficulties to which he might other- 
wise ha\e been exposed by the superiority of the enemy’s cavalry 


6 Thus prepared, he crossed the Soane in the manner before mentioned, 

and marched towards the enemy who ga\c him little opposition m the way, 

but waited with their whole force and a numerous artillery 

Cons 1st No\r „„ t>.. n-t , J 

at liuxar I he armies came to a general engagement on 

the 23rd of October, and our troops gamed die most complcat victory possible 

The enemy fled across the Carumnassa with the utmost precipitation leaving 

Cons 6 No\r ^ lclr whole camp standing, and about 150 pieces of cannon 
°' r For a more particular account of the action we beg leave 
to refer you to Major Munro’s letter of the 25th of which we have already 
transmitted a copy by a Dutch ship with a short address dated die 6th mstant 


7 This victory has proved so compleat and decisive, that our troops meet 
widi no further opposition Major Munro, in consequence of our directions 
that he should prosecute the war against Sliuja Dowla in the most effectual 
manner to force him to a compliance with our terms, is on lus march through 
Gauzepoor, a part of Shuja Dowla’s dominions towards Benaras, and we cannot 
too much commend his care m keeping die troops in order and securing die 
inhabitants of the country through which he passes, from the rum and devasta- 
tion which is commonly seen on such occasions Shuja Dowla himself has 
fled to Iliabad The King widi Beny Bahadre 2 (Shuja Dowla’s principal officer) 
are at Benaras, from whence they have sent letters to the President and to 
Major Munro offering their alliance and desiring to know what are our terms 3 
Having fully considered dns subject in Consultation the 6th of November, 
we resolved in the first place to insist on the performance of the conditions we 
have demanded from the beginning vizt , the delivery of Meer Cossim, Sumro 
and our deserters, and m consideration of the risque and expences of the wai 
as well as to assert our superiority, we determine to keep possession of the 
country as far as Benaras and to apply die revenues to your benefit , if Shujah 
Dowla will comply with diese terms we shall be ready to enter mto an agree- 
ment with him so far as that he shall not assist our enemies nor we his , if 
he still holds out we shall favour the designs of his competitors and do our 
utmost to drive him out of his dominions, and give the possession of them 
to the King or some other who shall be named by him 

8 Our view in requiring this cession of territory from Shujah Dowla is 
more to give a publick testimony to all the powers of India of the success of our 
arms m the unjust war he commenced against us, than the increase of revenue 
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it may bring \\ c do not with to extend our connection* beyond what mat 
appear necessary for securing the future tranquillity of these province* which 
is the first object of our consideration and if we enter into am further engage 
ment* they shall be auch a* tend to that point. 

9 If we were to be guided by the law of retaliation we might with great 
juitice refuse to hearken to am terms from Shuja Dowla He entered the 
province with so high an opinion of his own strength that he scrupled not 
to make the most extravagant demands. In hi* first letter which i* entered 
upon our Consultation of the 26th April he require* u* in the mott haughty 
term* to withdraw all our force* from the country and send them back to 
Europe Afterward* while he la\ encamped near Patna he demanded the 
lurrender of the three province* which he said the King had granted to his 
son and next when he -found he wa* not Iikcl) to meet with the success 
he had first flattered himself with the hope* of he contented himself with 
insisting upon the cession of the province of Bahar We answered to nil the*c 
demands that under the name of protector of the King* country he wa* 
himself the greatest destroyer that we would defend our own right* and 
tho«e of the Nabob to whom we arc allied and that we trusted in the event 
we should free the King from the restraint in which he had kept him for some 
year* for hi* own purpose* and concluded with warning lnm that we should 
carry the war out of thu country into his. 

10 He ha* seen to hi* misfortune our declaration* verified and with tin* 
experience if he submits to the term* we have demanded and a peace i< con 
eluded with him we think it will be hi* care in future to live in friendship 
with u* 

11 In our Consultation of the 17th Octolvcr you will see the particular* 
of the Nalvoh s complaint* on the subject of the inland iradc ami the rcstne 

lion* we had remised on in consequence of thorn complaint* 
Con* H OcsntKT an( j y 0ur n f ,j lc pq, Februarv 1764 It 1* true the 

Nalmh in hi* last treaty 4 of the 10th July 1763 expressly consented that all tliat 
trade should lie fire hut as we have found by repeated experience tliat some 
branches of it arc productive of continual di pute* with the officer* nf the 
Covcmmrnt and the country people we have endeavoured m distingui h those 
article* and resolved to prohibit all the Companv s servants and other* hung 
under your protection from any further dealing* In them at the same time 
we thought it reasonable to preserve such other parts of the pri'drdgc panted 
u* hv tlvc sail tttaiv a* had not l>cen found productive of *uih ihspuirs ami 
complaints The orders we wrrr almut to give upon this 
Cnei 1st Snf subject have however tx-en impended uj*>n the receipt of 
tout commands of the fhlt Mav I 64 where vmi Inform us tliat vou hall trnd 
hr the Kmr vour more particular ini n and In miction* concerning the 
a^ain nf the country government fkf >re the Nalmh • c» ming d mn wr had 
te-mbed f n the reasons menu net! in G nsuhanon 3rd Mat ami 2lst July 
that no I uropeam sftnull lx- |trr mined to trod up the < untry as B~mts 
and that all who arr at jvtrvm rmj 1 nrd tn tint wav »h ull rrturn t Gduuti 
\ r the 31 t IVxemltrt which re f idati m ha Ixrn p dh hnl ar 1 otd r» pi rn 
n« nvoj ir rur t v the tul*>rdirstr fact n s 

1 — In v nit I ttrr nf tl" f b I r’ niirr I 61 y itr mum tl nir- t « f 
t*-*rral free merchants a*rtm in tb tejntrv wf o appear t v have t-'en f -rward 
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in fomenting disputes with the officers of the country government In justice 
to the character of Mr John Robinson, one of the gentlemen therein spoke 
of, we must acquaint your lionois that we never rcccncd any complaints against 
nor had cause m any icspcct to be displeased with his conduct in carrying on 
his business The only occasions in which his name has appeared on our 
proceedings have been such where he has found it necessary to complain to 
his constituents of obstructions gnen to their business by the officers of the 
Government 

13 The Nabob is yet here, and we have recommended him to remain 
untill the arrival of Lord Cine, that he may be on the spot to confer upon 
any alterations that may become necessary in our intended plan for limiting 
the pin ate trade or any fresh points of business that may occur, in consequence 
of your expected instructions by the Kent He has gnen necessary orders to 
his officers at Patna and Moorshedabad for the discharge of the five lacks per 
month for our extraordinary military cxpcnccs as more particularly mentioned 
in our address of the 27th September last paragraphs 16 to 20 The Chiefs of 
Patna and Cossimbuzar factories hate it m charge to receive this money from 
the Nabob’s officers and we hate been advised that the payments for August 
and September hate been fully discharged at both places For a more distinct 
view of the present state of the cxpcnccs of our army in the field, we beg 
leave to refer you to the Commissary’s General Books which are now sent, 
ending April 1763 and shall be sent by the other ships brought up to April 
1764, from the time of the army taking the field last year under Major Adams 
up to the month of August when the monthly payment of five lacks com- 
mences as beforemcntioned The Nabob paid to the army and our different 
factories about thirty five lacks of sicca rupees As yet the particular state- 
ment of die Company’s cxpcnccs and losses in that war is not compleated but 
we judge, it will exceed die sum paid by the Nabob, although die amount 
paid exceeds by five lacks die sum stipulated by the treaty 

14 Since our last address Major Carnac delivered in a letter in answer 

to ours of die 5di of July which is entered on Consultation 
Cons 8 Octr the 8th of October and as you will find the whole corres- 
pondence at length in our Consultations and books of letters, we beg leave to 
refer you entirely diereto 

15 Mr Tinker has given us notice in his letter dated the 6di mstant 
of his intention to return to England widi the squadron agreeably to His 
Majesty’s orders, and he will accordingly leave this River about the 20th of 
next mondi It is but just we should again assure your honors that Mr Tinker 
has afforded every assistance m his power for promoting the success of your 
affairs with the greatest readmess 

16 The detad we have given of Major Munro’s conduct m the beginning 
of this letter, speaks his merit as an officer in the strongest terms possible , 
but still we cannot conclude without repeating the high sense we entertain 
of his services and requesting that you will m justice thereto take a proper 
opportunity of recommending him to His Majesty’s favour 

17 Major Carnac having further sent to the Board dns day a letter 
addressed to him from the prmcipal officers of the army dated the 26th of July, 
by which it appears that they approve of his conduct during his last command 
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of the amir we therefore think the Major has justified himself as to hu military 
conduct and it only blamcablc for not hanng informed the Board fully at 
the time of his own and the officer* real opinion of the *tatc of the army 
For the particular sentiments of the different members of the Board we beg 
leave to refer you to the Consultation of this date. 

We are with the greatest respect 
Hon*blc Sirs 

lour most faithful and obedient 

Fort William humble servants 

the 26th November 1764 J Spencer / C. S. Playdcll / Ralph 

[Per Medzeay] Leyccstcr / John Burdett 


10 

LETTER DATED 26 NOVEMBER 176+ 

Return of I analtart to England 


X o the Ilnn’blc the Court of Directors for affairs of the Honlilc the United 

Companv of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honlilc Sirs, 

1 As you luitc liecn regularly informed of ill the occurrences in the 
affairs of this Presidency since you did me the honour to appoint me to the 
Government nothing remains for me to sav at quitting it hut again to express 
nit ihanLs for vour repeated favours. I am rxtrrmclv happy in leaving the 
cnunirv at a time when the signal success of our arms gives a prospect of 
so much security and tranquillity 

2 The particular instructions' which you were pleased to address to me 
smglv under date the 9th of February 1764 shall be returned Into vour hands 
upon mv arrival in I/vndon ^ ou will sec Inr vour imoks of Consultation* am! 
t mntnr letier* that I have never made the least ti*c of the authority therein 
lonhdrd to me ami that Immediately on the receipt thereof 1 wrore to the 
Nal* h to assure lum I had vour ortier* to do every thing m my powrr for 
the establishment and support iff hi* government Ami my conduct toward* 
him m all tire intercourse we base Iiad together lias hern conformable to this 
a luraner 

I mmt heartily wt h ucrrss t » all vour affair* ami am with the utmost 
inpret 


If mlitc ''in 

faithful and id«rdn-nt sersani 
Henry \an SittaiL 


I srt \\ ilhatn 

“V h \i imilfT I 61 
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LETTER DATED 26 NOVEMBER 1764 

Shipping news — question of Company’s investment vis-a-vis Dutch invest- 
ment — service matters — payment of Lord Clive’s claims — establishment of 
constant communication with Madras by means of qasids — shares of European 
and other sufferers in the payments made by Mir Jafar — committee for the 
recovery of the losses sustained by merchants during the war with Mir Qasim — 
Vansittart resigns — list of bills of exchange 


X O die Hon’ble die Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to die East Indies 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

1 We have already advised you of the arrival of your ships, Caernarvon, 
Devonshire , Vansittart and Albany, and acknowledged rcceit of your commands 

29 of the 30th December 1763, 8th, 9di and 22nd of February 

1764 The Success Capt Gardiner imported the 26di of 
October and brought us your further commands of the 10th April and 
9 th May 

2 We now proceed to reply to such parts of these several letters as require 
an answer and to give your honours a general account of affairs at this Presi- 
dency under die usual established heads , and 


First of shipping 

3 The Albany having been detained at Fort St George to be immediately 
returned to England, it remained with us to fix upon die destination of the 

Qctr odier diree ships We have accordingly stationed die 

Caernarvon to carry the supply of saltpetre for Fort St 
George, and be from dience dispatched home m die month of February, and 
the Devonshire and Vansittart to return directly from hence 

4 We have the Devonshire at present under dispatch and we hope we 
shall be able to give die Vansittart her loadmg about the beginning of January 
For our third ship, we depend on the arrival of the Bute from Batavia 

5 We received a letter from Capt Maidand dated at Batavia the 2nd 
August advismg of his transactions at that place, and informing us at same 

time that the arrival there of the troops from Manilla had 
8 October occasioned an application being made to him to assist in 

transporting them to Madrass, as His Majesty’s ship Falmouth intended to 
repair at Batavia and proceed from thence to Europe With this application 
he intended to comply to which, we attribute his not yet appearing, supposing 
him to have gone to Madrass with those troops 

6 We are advised from Fort St George of the arrival of the Revenge, 
one of the ships employed m withdrawing the garrison from Manilla The 


8 October 
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22<1 Octr 
25 Octr 


Admiral Pocock wiled from Manilla at the fame time but was not advised 
at Batavia when the Revenge left it We learn from private 
Sect. Dtp. 15 Octr a( j ncet that *h c ]uid been obliged to put into Borneo and 
that it was uncertain whether she might continue her passage to Bn tana or be 
under the necessity of bearing away for China, 

7 By letters from Bombay of the 30th of September we find that the 

^ Lord Mansfield had not then arrived and of course we 

0TT cannot help being uneasy for her safety as she left this River 

about the end of March 

8 But supposing that no misfortune happens to the Lord Mansfield we 
conclude that her being so late will prevent our receiving the ship we expected 
from Bombay so that from the uncertainty also with respect to the Admiral 
Pocock vre shall be deprived of two of the sit ships we reckoned upon for 
Coast and Bay 

9 From the consideration therefore of this circumstance together wuh 
the advantage it will be to the super cargoes to receive the supply of money 

intended for China without the burden of an additional 
tonnage we determined to apply to Mr Tinker to permit 
the /Irgo frigate to proceed to China with the treasure on 
the usual terms of freight With this request Mr Tinker has complied ami 
we think upon the whole It will be much more for the Company > Interest as 
besides the advantage above mentioned the ship Is cxtrcamlv handy to make 
the pa sage speedily by the intended tracL 

10 We observe vour directions with respect to the four ships taken up to 

Sth Nenr bring out troops and we shall settle accordingly with the 

agents for their several owners The Success Captain 
Gardiner was discharged from the Company* senke the ISth of this month 

11 We enquired according to vour orders for the journals of the outward 
\>ound voyage of the ships <\or/o!i ami Chesterfield The former we find was 

lit Octr Knt ^ nmc ,f> tb* owners In hngbml with Capt 

McConoeldes other papers and the latter we suppose from 
the Information of Captain DufT has also licen transmitted among the papers of 
Capt Merchant. We shall make it a rule in future to demand the journals 
of all ships tliat mav Ik- taken up for the run to India 

11 We base gitcn directions to the warehousekeepers to preparr the 
rectified accounts you require of the Ondrrx s cargoc from I u rope ami of 
the returning cargoes of the Drake ami Jlardvscke and tlmv: 
paper* will accordingly lie transmitted In this hips paclct 
H In the TtprfiTt W arcliouselrrper » report lie has acquainted u» with 
the rcsulrof hi* mauirirs regarding the deficiencies in the hales per hot which 
wr l>cg Irate to refer to \nur honors observation 

H In cnnsequrticr of vi ur orders to the President rebute to die Infor 
mall n i f contra! an 1 g wsl shipped t n the Carmjrwn we pate Imfncslulr 
dimnons on her arrital for a strict search in the plates » f 
the ship p< mted out in dtr Inf irmam n but nntmthttand 
ing tins search was accordingly made without hm of timr 
ar 1 thr IV-joitr ( mt *m M» try continued on l-rurd dunn- 
f the greatest part < f tlte cargo ilirfe c nit I }+■ m d u >ri y 


** \uft 

l n <<r*r 
J fVt 

the drhtei 
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made of any of die ai tides mentioned or othei illicit goods For further parti- 
culars, we refer you to the report of the Sub Import Warehouse Keeper and 
Deputy Custom Master entered after our Consultations of the 10th September 
and 22nd October 

15 The gentlemen of Fort Marlbro’ finding it necessary to give some 
repairs to the Diligent snow belonging to their own establishment, dispatched 
j her to us under the commander of the Syren, and detamed 

p diat \esscll there untill the Diligent shall return We have 

accordingly gi\en the Diligent die necessary repairs and she will soon be ready 
to sail for Fort Marlbro’ 


16 The Plasscy, Greyhound and Leopard, die former belonging to Fort 
St George and the odier two to this establishment, have likewise been lately 
c returned from the West Coast The Plassey has at the 

16 Ju”y desire of the gentlemen at Fort St George been disposed 

1st No\r of at publick sale, and we have also sold off the Greyhound 

20 Augt The Leopard we purpose keeping as before, to go on 

occasional services to the odier Presidencies 


Secondly of goods from Europe oi from one part of India to another 


17 Our last general sale of goods from Europe was made die 1st of August, 
and amounted to CRs 4,54,218 as will more particularly appear by the 

J3 Au t account thereof transmitted in this ship’s packet By this 

account your honors will observe that none of die broad 
cloth sold to advantage, excepting die auroran, and that perpets continue 
entirely out of demand We have therefore formed our indent for woolens 
according to die run of diose sales, and the large account of remains m the 
warehouse leaving it to your honors to do further therein as you shall think 
" proper 

18 In this indent we have desired a supply of five thousand pair of strong 
shoes for die use of your military This quantity will now be fully wanted 
according to the establishment which you propose for this Presidency, and as 
it is an article so highly essential for preserving the health of the men when 
engaged m service during the rams, we shall depend on your ordering it to 
be fully complied with Any advance you may think proper, shall be charged 
upon this article m like manner as upon the hats which we mdented for last 
season and have now repeated 


19 On the 8 th of October the Import Warehouse Keeper reported to 
us that there had been landed from a country ship from Madrass five bales 

25 0ctr of ordinary broad cloth of different colours and assortments 

from what are usually sent out by the Company, and 
desired our orders thereupon We immediately directed them to be confiscated 
and sold at publick outcry, and enclosed m the packet is an account of the 
sales, the amount of which has been brought to the Company’s credit 

20 We have received by the several ships of this season the consign- 
ment of Madeira wine , the condition and quahty thereof will appear by 
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the Warehouse Keeper s report which goes a number in the packet but 
2-d Ncrtr " c mu,t ^ url ber remark to your honors that the quantity 

is very inadequate to the wants of your servants alone 
exclusive of the inhabitants of the settlement as mil appear by the distn 
buuon entered on our Consultation of the 5th of November The number 
of sen ants both on vour aval and mil nary lists is now so much increased 
that there will always be wanted for their use only at least three hundred 
pipes we hope therefore that you will enlarge the export of this article as far 
a* vou possibly can. 

21 In our indent from the military store house vou will find no further 
demand for heavy cannon the supplies we have received from the other settle 
menu and His Majesty s shins particularly the Medway and 1 ork proving 
full) suffiaent for the use of our fortifications. The account remains from 
that office will shew you the number now in store exclusive of those from the 
Medway and ) ork not yet brought to account as they arc not all landed 
but we find it impossible to distinguish what part of these have been taken 
during the war as the lists we received with those from the other settlements 
did not explain how they came into the Companv s stores. As this hcarv 
article of the militars indent will no longer interfere we hope it will enable 
you to comply fullv with die other articles and we here l>eg leave to repeat 
the absolute necessity for vour sending the full number of muskets and 
bavoncu. 


22. We advised you in our last address of our resolution to set apart ten 
lacks of rupees for the assistance of the China trade and you arc informed 
in the *>th paragraph that we have requested Mr Tinker 
17 to pernm t f,c Argo frigate to carry the consignments to 

China liaving no ship of our own to spare In pursuance 
of tlm resolution we liave purchased of the owners of the Mocha ship and 
other person t a quantity of bullion to the amount of about tlx lack* of rupee* 
anil we have passed an order to the Mint Master in melt down into Ingots 
of dollar standard such sums as can l>c spared out of the treasury from our 
other ivcca inns bv those means we expect to !>c able to cnmpleat the sum 
intended of ten lack by the I Oth of l)ccenil>cr when wr sliall immediately 
di patch the Irgo with u lo China 

2d The I*Tcudcncv of kort Martino havr transinntrd m us their u«ual 
tndmi for stores winch we have ordrrrd to l>e prepared bv the proper 
I? % ,rmr officers A small part of the rice and seventy foe dints 

of cpium we purpose to forward hr the /Ji/igrnt snow 
the beginning of next month and the remainder of die indent we shall 
transput mi the tsvpirj snow to Madra >t i lie fiuwardol fn m dimer i n die 
Adrura! II diun which we arc atlvoed will arrive frt m ILatavia in die in *ndi 
rf January 


4 Wr inf rmrd sou m our Last <f the supplies of sjhpeire Intrndrd f * 
loft Si Gempr ami B- unbar The wb V if the I rt Si (*i r r swpjtr will 
lr la !rn i n the (jionjr i that fn It mlur we pit pw i > tntra r a* our 
o»n sl-riar ! mav al r» t duns six m f uiv th » i at I mint I» an 1 wr !ia»r 
al ra lr frn liml n d! rmt »n ells f d at quamuv thirty f* 1 tB«n»r 1 
rvaun U 
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Thirdly of investments 


25 Notwithstanding the regular collection of our own revenues and the 
discharge of die monies which the Nabob engaged to pay, die cxpences of 
our army has occasioned such large drafts on our treasury that it has not 
been in our power to supply die sums required to compleat the investment 
We judge, howevei, that die cargoes of our three ships will not fall short of 
dnrty lacks of rupees, to which is to be added die amount of the saltpetre 
supplied the other settlements 

26 We are concerned to perceive that your honors still entertain an 
opinion, that the Dutch ini estment exceeds ours both in quantity and quality 
It is an opinion very different from the judgement ive are led to form from 
the experience and informations ivc get here, for as to die quantity, we are 
credibly assured that die invoice of one of their ships does not usually exceed 
four lacks of rupees and w'e know- that for these four years past, they have 
only dispatched three and usually but tw'o ships to Europe in a season , this 
also agrees with the informations from our gomastahs at the aurungs, which 
assure us that their purchases fall far short of ours As to die quality, if there 
is any truth in the repeated remonstrances of the Dutch Directore to the 
President, our gomastahs have die first choice of the goods at every place, and 
they can only purchase w hat we refuse m die sorting 

27 Now' w'e are speaking on this subject it may not be mipropei to 
explain to you the nature of the Directore’s complaints , the manner of con- 
ducting our investments is to make advances to the weavers early m the season 
and take contracts for die delivery of goods to then amount agreeable to 
muster The Directore argues that this is an undue advantage and that the 
weavers have an equal right to sell to their gomastahs for ready money m 
the middle or latter end of the season , but as we have an undoubted tide 
to a preference for the risk and mterest of our money, and there is no certainty 
m providing goods but by this mediod of advancing, w r e have always asserted 
the justness of our proceedmgs, acquainting diem at same time that we give 
strict orders to our gomastahs not to obstruct diem in carrying on dieir business 
in any manner they think proper The proceedmgs of the Committee of 
Aurungs 1 of the 15th and 29th of May treat fully on this subject 

28 We are endeavormg to obtain a certam account of die Dutch exports 
for one or more seasons In die mean time from the above circumstances we 
cannot help concluding that your informations with respect to their mi estment 
must be very ill grounded Upon the whole we beg leave to assure you that 
your own investment has always been compleated as far as our supplies of 
money would admit and we have never failed to do our utmost to remedy 
all the defects m quahty that have been pomted out to us m your list 
of investment, and m every respect to keep up the fabrick of the different 
assortments 


29 It is probable the Dutch mvestment may have been enlarged m this 
and the last season by our inability to supply money for compleatmg the pur- 
chases we ordered, and from the same reason our cloths will 
appear enhanced m then price, die same number of servants 
continuing in pay at the aw wigs although the quantity of pieces falls short 


Cons 1 st October 
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30 We informed you in our General Letter by the Ostcriy that we should 
not let the Dutch have any share of the saltpetre of that year unless we had 

Lre. 19 Deer more than sufficient for our own occasions. They made no 

1 63. further application on the subject which no doubt was 

99 owing to their being sensible they could have no right to 

expect any indulgence from us after such a dealing on their part. The new 
Con*. 22 Deer Directorc and Council revived the application at the end of 

1 63 last year whereupon we resolved to give them the share 

N°- 368 1763. before agreed on and have accordingly ordered their thud 

to be dehvered to their factory at Patna. 

31 Agrccabl) to your orders we have increased Mr Dc la port 9 sallary to 

Con*. 3 Septr three hundred pounds per annum In the course of tins 

I M ia*t season he has been employed in making n circuit of the 

Calcutta aurungs and has delivered us in a report of the remarks which occurred 
to him on the different assortments. The Export Warehouse Keeper has had 
strict direction* to attend to these remarks and we forward a copy of them in 
this ships packet for jour further observations. Mr Dcia 
Com. 30 October j, now about to suit the factories of Maulda and Patna 

and upon the whole we have reason to be satisfied with his attention and 
endeavors to improve the investment 

31 We have ordered tins jear 200 chests of opium to he provided at 
Patna for the service of the West Coast and one hundred 
Con*. 19 Notctot and fifty chests arc now on the wa\ down of which we shall 
immediate!) dispatch seventy five chests by the Diligent a* 
mentioned in the 23rd paragraph. 

33 As our investment this season will still lie deficient we had resolved 
to limit the drafts on vour honours to the sum of fifteen beks hut finding that 
we should he difficultcd to raise the money for China ami 
Com. October ai wrnc time that much more money would offer to be 
remitted home than that sum we liavc encrca*cd it to twenty lacks Iscyorul 
Com, 12 \ovtmr uc *ha1l not draw this season ^oii will oIkotvc by 

the postscript that we have accordingly granted by eld* ship 
bills for fifteen beks and the remainder sliall be drawn by the other 
dispatches. 


Fourthly of fortifcatiom and l udduigt 

31 Capt Fleming Martin arrived in the I anuttart and agreeably to your 
appointment l»a» taken upon lum the charge of the fortification* Tile clucf 
work which wa* done in the Fort to the end of b*t season 
Cem t ‘^gtr complcatmg the barracks ami the Calcutta ami water 

pate* together with the outwork* to die northward a* will more jurticularly 
appear l»y the laigmeef s letter entered after the Consultation of the -Idi June 
We then rrmin led him that die facing * f the amntrrwarp of the ditch should 
always lie <n*mdrrt*l a* a principal n! jnt untill It wj» (ml died ami it 1* nmr 
alrooir ornipWated to the northward <f the l *rt 

*5 A* Captain Martin transmit* to y ror Inrun 1 r thh *hlj a jbn « f 
the l «! with a full state of all t!»e different ** fk» at the tune he l« l clurpr 
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wc shall rcfci you for further particulars on this subject to his said letter and 
plan 

36 We had gicat reason to be satisfied with the conduct and application 
of Capt Poher during the time he continued to act as Engineer He has now 
proceeded to the army with the command of a Company of Pioneeis, and wc 
beg lea\e to recommend him to your honours as an officer deserving vour notice 
from his diligence and capacity as well as being a proper person to succeed 
again to the same charge m case of a vacancy 

37 In consequence of the resolution which wc advised you of in the 
63rd paragraph of our letter of the 19th Dccembci 1763, w-c had proceeded to 
collect all the necessary informations with a \icw r of constructing a fort at 
Chittagong and a plan for the work itself had been transmitted to us by Capt 
Lieut Burghall, but as in your commands of this season you disapproved of 
any such work, wc immediately forbid [sic] die Chief and Council from begimng 
upon it, and only directed them to send us a plan for a factory to consist of the 
neccssarv appartments for the residence of your servants and warehouses for 
conducting the business , and such a plan we have now' before us to determine 
upon 


o 

Fifthly of rents and revenues 


38 On the subject of the reicnucs, w't have ncdnng new' to mention by 
this opportunity The settlements of the three provinces of Burdwan, Midna- 
porc and Chittagong, as well as of the Calcutta lands continue on the same 
footing as last year , and all possible diligence is exerted in making die collec- 
tions agreeable thereto As yet the statements of the year ending last April 
have not been complcatcd and adjusted by the Committee of Lands 2 When 
they are, such observations as occur shall be noticed to your honors by one of 
the other ships And we have gnen directions that the rents arising from 
the salt farms shall be stated according to your directions under a distinct head 


39 In dns ship’s packet we transmit you a copy of the leport of an assay 
of four rupees coined in our mint and a like number from the mint at 
Cons 1st Novr Moorshedabad, w'hich we ordered to be made in conse- 
quence of the Nabobs mentioning to die President diat our 
rupees had fallen below the standard of those coined in his mints , but it 
appears on the contrary by the Assay Master’s report that ours upon the 
average are better about one per mille It is observable, however, that the pro- 
cess of melting and refining m tins country must be very 
Cons 12 Novr uncertain as hardly any two rupees are found to be exaedy 
of the same fineness We understand also that for want of a sufficient know- 


12 Novr 


ledge in the process of melting and refining, and some necessary utensils 
for that branch of business, there arises a loss of bullion 
Cons 15 Novemr w h lc h d oes not happen in Europe We have therefore under 
consideration the remedying these losses and xnconvemencies as far as possible 
with the assistance of the Assay Master, Mr Campbell 


40 The Nabob has paid up the full money agreeable to his treaty of last 
year, and has since granted further monthly assignments for defraying the 
encreased military expences, as you will be more particularly informed by our 
Separate Letters on country affairs 


Vol IV— 18 
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Sixthly of covenants and military servants and their accounts 


41 In consequence of your command* of the 8th of February 1764 Major 
Camac Mr Batson and Mr Johnstone were dismissed from 
Con*! 1? Jot t ^ 1C * crTlcc bur die receipt of your letters of the 10th 

Cons. 3 Septr April and 9th May Major Camac and Mr Johnstone were 

restored to their stations as was also Mr Francis Charlton 
agreeably to your orders of the 22nd of February 


42 Upon the dismission of Mr Johnstone we appointed Mr Marriott to 
be Chief at Burdwan, but when Mr Johnstone was re-admitted to the service, 
we restored him again to that chiefship understanding this to be the sense of 
your orders and Mr Charlton had been for the same reason appointed second 
at Dacca. However we should be glad of your sentiments whether it Is your 
intentions that a gentleman thus restored to your service after being dismissed 
it entitled to all the appointments he held before his dismission. In favour of 
this title it is argued that by restoring a servant you mean to restore him to all 
his former advantages and it raaj be urged on the other side that another 
servant who has succeeded to the appointments of die one dismissed and 
regulated his affairs accordingly is exposed to an unmerited loss and mcon 
vemcnaes by such immediate change. 

43 Tills question may be considered in two hghts one where a senior 
servant has succeeded to the affairs of a junior servant dismissed of which there 
is an example in the case of Mr Ellis and McGwire where the Board 
considering the seniority of Mr Ellb continued him Chief of Patna and 
another where a junior servant has succeeded to the affair* of a senior serrant 
dismissed of which we lute an instance in the ease of Mr Marriott and 
Mr Johnstone where Mr Marriott being junior was recalled from the Chief 
ship of Burdwan We therefore request that vou will consider the whole sub 
ject and give u» such explicit directions as may occasion no doubt here. 


44 On rcceit of your order* of rhe 8(h of February we signified to 
Mr Watts the part thereof which related to him and received an answer which 
is entered on Consultation the lGih July explaining the reasons for lib conduct 
in the point ihcrcon mentioned and these reasons being deemed entirely sails 
faclorr we immediately restored him to his station m the Council 


45 Judging it necessary on account of the importance of die collection* 
cf Midnaporc and its bang a frontier pounce to appoint a manlier of die 
Council at iliat station and finding at same time thai it 
Cr«i J Oet corresponds with your opinion expressed in vour Iciter of 
die 8ih of Fcliruary we lute appointed Mr Waits to that rrswlencv in the 
room of Mr Beaumont i»1k> was desirous of returning to Calcutta in order 
tn prepare for his passage to I uropc 

46. Mr Middleton lias succeeded Mr Watts as Prudent at the Nabob* 
Court and Mr Marriott is appointed thief « f an auhti h 
ment intrrded f r c dialing dir revenues if such part of 
$huja csnintrr a* we mar Iwtmnc possessed of eiflter bj om pic t «»r 

trratv P r llw i thrf app» intmrnts atm ng the cl* it 
C-n tf wrtrr-r s,nfe our law we refer jot* It the umsl lot 

trarmitted in die piclct- 
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55 To prevent Capu Pembles being superceded by junior officers on our 
establishment being promoted to be Major we also gave him a brevet for that 
rank whilst he should remain m the command of the 
Cons. 16 June Bombay Detachment serving under this Presidency of which 
appointment the Governor and Council of Bombay ha\e signified then- 
approbation. 

56. The vacancy occasioned in our chaplaincy by the return of Mr Bowen 
to England was of course filled up by the Revd. Mr Parry 
Coos. 26 No'cmr h ut ^ Mr Hurst having also resigned the service to 

return to Europe this season ire must request that you will appoint another 
chaplain for this Presidency as soon as possible. 

57 We take the liberty again to mention Mr Benjamin Lacam who 
senes in the office of Muster Master at the New Fort as he sets th to us that 
a representation of his diligence and good behaviour is the 
On*. 19 Noremr on ]y dependence he has for obtaining an appointment upon 
vour list of cmcnantcd servants. We beg lease also to recommend Mr John 
Peiarcc who has served for some time as a monthly assistant under the Secre- 
tary and has been mentioned by him to us as being extreamlj diligent and 
in every respect qualified for an appointment in the service which he is desirous 
of obtaining 

58. We mentioned in our letter of the 19th of March 1764 that agrcably 
to your orders we had refused payment of Lord Clircs jaghucr upon the 
? demand of his attorney Soon after we received a letter 

Con*. 25 April from the Nabob insisting tliat the amount of the jaghucr 

Con*. 7 Mif should be paid to him if the Company lias forbid the 
Con*. 2 No*etnr parent c f j t lo Lord Clive and this claim being deemed 
unquestionable we accordingly paid to the Nabob the amount tlicn due In 
conformity to your last orders of the 9th of Mav we shall continue to male 
the pavmcnts as usual to Lord Clue or his anomies. 


59 We hasc found it necessary to add one hundred rupees a month to 
the allowances of jour chaplains and head surgeons at the Presidency The 
great increase of expences especially in the article of house 
On* I Sosrtnr rcnt by t i, c increased numlier of inhabitants of 

all denominations bears particularlv ltarrt on the gentlemen in those stations 
who base no prospect of further adsanccment and for the most part base 
families to support 

tf> We base for some time cstabbslud a constant correspondence with 
Madras* bv land br the mean* of stage minds which ha* l*-cn attended with 
all the adsantagr we could expect both in regard to the 
Om I* Trio puhbek affair* and tlir cunmumcin of trade and wr base 
btelr *utu netl an Imghth gentleman resident at Ibllasorr another at Cuti.nl 
awl another lK-twrrn tliat and M/agapatam to pav dime < rods and we 
that thrr do their dutr so tliat the paclrt* mar meet with n > delays 

f| Mr IlunJett represented to the tV>ard tliar in the mi nth 1 f Mari It 
last he pari monrr int the trrasurv for a sett «d 1 ills on die Ompanr and 
trantmittrd the first t ifl I v thr *hip tie t Hut basil,, 
tV-n. I' *sm r , t } trf <ff tm f Ja j j|h- other thfre I iff* Ite requested Wr 
wtnill either grant him <th am! 6th f dl or such crrtif-satr* a* tmyht » rxr 
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him in r<utvu jmmrni. *hmtld tin* hr-i lull not ,nriu safe in England 
Pu. Kid'u- <>f (Ik «. ml Inll*. .tit »■. follow*. 

iiu 1 Mh Mati.lt 176?. ,i mii of lull*, drawn h\ the Gouinor and 
(amuil at Port \\ tilt tm on tin ( ottrt of Duct tors, (tax able to 
\h -t- I Imm e- and ( h irl< - llmdi tt fot CSt 3.SH-1I-2 .it 36 s * d.tx** Mglu 
\ dm rcvctvctl lu n of Jtm Burdtu ( IN 32.951-10 6 

In km<i tpn nu <*f tlu aliox i r< pri -t mat ion. m ttftrrcd to our triusuiv hook 
and found tin*- ‘■tint to haw bun paid in a- sputfkd. we therefore art to 
rujuut th it notw ith-tandtng am .undent max befall the fir*-t bill, xou will 
i nin tlu amount of tlu ntt to In di-eh.ug<d 


f nll,J\ nf (H { omits 

62 The Co m ral Bool *. of tin*’ Pr< '•ult m \ < tiding April 1760. wm forward- 
ed In tin /ion u-l cn ‘I hr m it ending \pnl 1761 now i^«»e •- in the Pcvonshtrt , 
and u< It t\ c tlu ploMirt to obune In tlu Dcputx A<<omptant\ lettn 
tint two moit in will lu r< idx t<» go this m t-on After Mr Damn 
appointment to Patni, Mr Kuhtrd Barwill w.t*. ordered to bring tip those 
bonks and ve think th it gre »t tturit n tint to him for his diligence 
and mention in bringing this lit i\% work on to so great forwardness in so 
short a time 

64 We n< surprised eqtnlh with x on at die demand made In 12 gentle- 
men. late inhabitants of C altnttn for nee mint of the restitution stipulated by 
the Nabob Metr Jaflur m Ins treats’ of 1757 to be paid to the European 
sufferers m the capture of Calcutta tlu proceeding sear Their demand i c 
cntirels erroneous and groundless us we shall plainls esmee 

64 First we must premise that we base examined the original treaty and 
the term is "rupees” and not “sicca rupees”, but supposing it had been sicca 
rupees the Compans were b) no means ansutiablc for the performance of 
(sac] and all that can be required of them is to account with the concerned for 
as much as they reeeiscd into their treasury, and moreover supposing that 
sicca rupees bad been specified in the treaty and that the Company svcrc 
answerable for the performance of the stipulation, yet the charge of 20 per cent, 
to bring the siccas to Calcutta currency is most unjust, for the regular and 
established bat l a on sicca rupees has always been 16 per cent, nor have they 
e\er been passed at a higher rate, but at on a particular period and that for a 
\crv short time 

nf 

65 The complainants set forth m their bill that the amount of claims 
delivered into the commissioners, before the 13th October 1757, amounted 
to thirty nine lacks, fifty four thousand seven hundred and tu r cnty tw r o rupees 
(39,54,722), which xvith the 20 per cent interest allow-cd thereon, amounted to, 
forty seven lacks, forty five thousand six hundred and sixty six rupees (47,45,666) 
Perhaps the amount of claims brought before the commissioners to that day 
might be the sum they have specified, but the commissioners sat for three 
years afterwards and passed in the whole claims, amounting, as you will find 
by the enclosed list extracted from the book of dividends, to the principal 
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mm of forty three lacks fifty thousand, nine hundred and thirteen rupee*, 
twelve annaes and three pice 43,50,913-12 3 

and that the amount passed for interest at 20 per cent was eight 
lack* fifty four thousand and nine rupees fire annaes and 
nx pice 8,54,009 5-6 

and the amount of interest at 6 per cent further passed on 
goods recovered was forty one thousand nine hundred and 
nineteen rupees ten annaes and six pice 41,919 10*6 

making altogether the sum of fift) two lacks fort) six thousand 
eight hundred and forty tv\o rupees twelve annaes and 
three pice 52,46,842 12-3 


66. We must here remark that the European sufferers proportions, out 
of the first payments made by the Nabob did not pass at all through the 
Compan) s treasury the commissioners received and divided It to the sufferer* 
themselves but finding this created a great deal of confusion they afterwards 
requested of the Governor and Council that the money might be received 
in the Compan) s cash and issued from thence. Notwithstanding this when 
we came to make up the Nabobs accounts we found It necessary to debit 
him for the whole sum granted by the treaty Including the European sufferer s 
proportion and to credit him and debt [debit] the treasury for all the sums he 
paid on account of the treaty as if paid wholly Into the treasury such of those 
sums as liad been Immediately paid to tbc commissioners for account of the 
European sufferers without having really pasted through the treasury were 
adjusted by debiting them to the treasure ns If the) liad been paid from 
thence and in order to reduce the fifty lacks of rupees to currency we added 
the usual baiia of 16 per cent making fift) eight lacks of current rupees 
(5800000) but ns the payments rmdc by the Government here never turn out 
full occur every party concerned in the sum granted must lie charged with 
the proportion of tbc lots on batta 

67 The whole sum paid out of the treasury on account 
of furopean sufferers Including the transfers before mention 
rd is fifty two belt ninety four thousand nine hundred am! 
fevrntv rupees two annae* and eleven pier up to the clow 
of the restitution bonk* the 30th Septcmlier 1761 52 94 970- 2 11 

We arc informed although there is no record of it that 
Itmdimluh was promised a commission of 5 per tmr on the 
win le sum granted 1 v the treaty rserpt on the fifty beks given 
to the armv am! navy Thr um! commission was rrally paid 
him on a con ulrral tc part ami wr not Iwtng ablr in drtrr 
mine whethrf the rest stamld lie paid him nr not kept {t in 
ymir cash I *vmp it s n the N* V* urvlrr thr head nf rnmnl 
mnirtis n ami drlutrd all thr parties conerrrtrt! the full 
anvwmt s f that j»ei»j>'rtuin» thr J uropcan sufferm are ar 
(ntdiryly slel up! m fifty eight btks at 5 pry cent making 


29/wY) 0 0 
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The loss of batta on the whole amount received from the 
treaty was four lacks, seicnty fi\c thousand, seven hundred 
and fifty fi\e rupees fifteen annaes and five pice, of which the 
European sufferers’ proportion being as fifty lacks to two 
hundred and twenty seven, amounted to 1,04,792- 1- 1 

The loss upon sale of goods delivered m part of the treaty 
and the Company’s cxpcnccs in collecting the money 
amounted to two lacks thirty five diousand six hundred 
and thirty four rupees eleven annaes and six pice of which 
the European sufferers’ proportion, being as before 50 to 
227 is 51,901-14- 9 


Ballancc remaining in your hands as per restitution books 
closed 30 September 1761 

whole sum granted to the European 
suffreers by die treaty Currt Rs 58,00,000- 0- 0 

Since which w'e have paid according to die extract from 
die treasury books inclosed in die packet 14,071-11- 3 


Now remaining m die Companys hands 

44,264- 2- 0 


58,335-13- 3 

But if it be determined diat Roydoolub shall not receive the remaining 
part of Ins commission, a furdier sum will come to the credit of die European 
sufferers as follows 

Roydoolub was to receive 5 per cent on all the money 
except the fifty lacks to die army and navy that is to say on 
one hundred and seventy seven lacks of sicca rupees making 
sicca rupees — 8,85,000 at 16 per cent batta 

10,26,600- 0- 0 

He appears to have received 

6,48,340-14- 0 

And there remams in your hands under the head of re- 
served commission 

3,78,259- 2- 0 

Which if it is net to be paid him must be divided as 
follows 


To the Company 100 / 177ths 

European Sufferers 50 

Natives 20 

Portuguese „ 2 _ 

Armenians 5 

2,13,706- 0- 0 
1,06,853- 0- 0 
42,721- 2- 0 
4,274- 0- 0 
10,685- 0- 0 


57,41,664- 2- 9 
58,335-13- 3 


177 


3,78,259- 2- 0 



280 


LLTTOl TO COURT 


63. The copies of the dividend book* which were lent to you by the Royal 
George and Ashburnltam in the month of October 1763 will shew the pan! 
cuhrj of the claim* passed by the commissioner* amounting a* before 
mentioned principal and interest to 52,46,842 12 3 which appear* to hare been 
paid out of your treasury we believe to have arisen from allowance* made 
to the Secretary for himself for writer* employed under him and for other 
charge* attending the distribution of the money 

69 The \ oucher* taken for these payments were thus. The claimant* *ign 
cd a dn tdend paper for the respective *ura» as they were passed and on signing 
that paper received an order from the commisjioners upon your treasury to 
receive the mono from thence a* you will be informed by the cop) of a 
letter in the packet from Mr Cooke the first Com mi** loner here to our 
Secretary The dividend papers arc lodged in the Mayor* Court. Of those 
papers copies have already been sent to you The order* given bv the com 
missioner* on the treasury arc in our poucision and may also be sent to you 
if you shall so direct 

70 We cannot help remarking that the twelve gentlemen who liavc filed 
the lull have therein set forth that they claim on behalf of themselves and 
of all the Fngli*h mliabitants of Calcutta for which we believe the)’ arc not 
sufficiently authorized. 

71 Mr Van Stadens claim is full) stated In his letter to the Board 
entered on Consultation the 18th October 1762, to which we nerd only add 
tliat his claim is very just and we think he ought to be considered 

72. >ou have !>ccn informed bv the last )nr* treaty with the Valwb 
tliat all lone* sustained bv the hnglish merchant* and others residing under 
the Company * protection in the course of those trouble* should !>e made 
good to them according to the account which should be proved to the sail* 

1 action of the Ptcttdctn arul Conned. We according^) fonned ourndvcs into 
a committee for tint purpose and established regulation* by which all clihns 
were to lie determined these vnu will find were calculated to reduce the 
demand* to the prime cost of every article and upon which we admitted a 
reasonable interest and allowance for n*k We opened tins committee the 
Pth of Februan and continuer! to receive the claim* of the merchant* untlll 
the Pih of Ot toiler when the whole wa* nearly closet! and the amount to 
our great surprise turns out lictwcrn fifty and mtv laak* of rupee* This 
large amount i* chirflv owing to the great extension of the inland trade which 
of course suffered in all quarter* on the breaking out of the troubles parti 
cubrlr at Patna wbrre the whole fortune* of a numlier of gentlemen were 
rntirrlv inn bed The Nalmb lias paid to the suffer rr» «me fourth of their 
K-rrral (him* ami promised to discharge the remainder a* ipcrdTlv a* the 
situatl m of !»» affair* will admit 

“3 In < insoptettcc rf vnur order* fw discharging the bonds f nt at the 

cap urr of C-akutta we have pan! off the principal ami Interest of one In 

the name t f Mr Tin mas Purnel according to an acrswint current cntctrsl 
aftrf Consultation the I Mi s f CXtnlsct In whUh mu will nfm-oe is deducted 
the jsivmmt l»rf ur made on tlut l*r>rul 

"I \\r luvr alw discharged tlir principal ami Interest t( one in the 

name of Mr lb**rrt Massey ate -rding t an act *»mt current entered on tl e 



26 NOVEMBER 1764 


281 


same Consultation, having observed in both eases to take the security and 
indemnification you were pleased to direct 

75 With respect to the legacies mentioned m the 83, 84 and 85 paragraphs 
of your letter of the 22nd February, Ha7zoorimul will settle them in the 
manner you direct We had never received the pnncipal money into the 
Company’s cash but he will now pay it m for an usual interest bond and 
appoint agents for remitting the intei cst annually to the chanties 


Eighthly of the Dutch and othei European nations in India 

76 We ha\e only to mention under this head that no commissaries on 
the part of the French nation are yet armed and with respect to the Dutch 
that we carefully avoid all disputes with them and m the course of this season 
have had none of any publich notice 

Supplement 

77 Since we began to draw up this letter, your ship the Calcutta has 
arrived from Bombay, dispatched by that Presidency in consequence of our 
adnccs of 25th June, to carry them a loading of saltpetre We have therefore 
determined to increase the supply which was first intended and stationed the 
Calcutta to return immediately to Bombay with six thousand bags 

78 As they acquint us at same time that they shall be in want of 
tonnage for their intended disposition of six ships for Europe and two for 
China, on account of the non-arrival of the Lord Mansfield, and their being 
obliged to unload the cargoc of the Mocha ship and send her into dock, 
we have wrote to the gentlemen at Fort St George to send them round the 
Admiral Pocock as soon as she arrives and if the Kent shall import from 
England in any tolerable time, we have determined to send her round also 
with a furdier quantity of salt petre 

79 Mr Campbell, the Assay Master, laid before us on the 19th instant, 
die regulations 7 winch we directed him to prepare, for remedying die defects 
of the mmt, and having again considered them in Consultation the 23rd instant, 
they appeared to us so well calculated for the benefit of the merchants, and 
so necessary for supporting the credit of the mint, that we determined they 
should be immediately carried into execution 

80 We have appointed Mr Campbell, Mmt Master, with the entire 
charge of die business of the mmt, being the only method we have for proce- 
cuting those regulations unless you shall think proper to send out a person 
as Mmt Master equally qualified in the art of refining and assaymg 

81 We have required of Mr Campbell the necessary accounts for 
exemplifying the regulations he has proposed, and that the same may be 
further improved under our directions and 'we have also ordered him to 
proceed immediately m teaching two of the Company^ covenant servants, 
the art of refining and assaying, that they may be ready to take charge m 
case of accidents 

82 As the arrival of our remforcements from England, and the late 
decisive victory obtained over Shuja Dowla leave no further plea to delay 
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the execution of his Majesty * orders for the return of hn regiments to England 
the small remains of the eighty ninth and ninety sixth regiments now here 
will be embarked on the other two ships of this season. 

83 The few men of the 84th Regiment who have remained since last 
season on our application to Major Sherlock arc to be accommodated by 
Mr Tinker with a passage in the Meduray and we take this opportunity to 
mention CapL Mnngin the officer who commanded them as having parti 
cubrh distinguished himself in the course of last campaign on a sepernte 
command in the sircar Sarang country 

84 Having had such frequent experience on the little dc pen dance to be 
placet! in the Frenchmen who have served in our military we determined 
to withdraw them from the army after the mutiny In the month of February 
and we now intend to return them to Europe on the different ships of this 
season Twenty six arc accordingly embarked on the Devonshire of whom a 
list goes a number In the packett. 

85. We have also ordered a passage [on] board her to Lieutenant Van 
Riel of the manners belonging to his Majesty s ship Liverpool and paid 
CapL Quickc the sum of £10 for his passage on account of the owners the 
further sum of £30 for furnishing the lacutcnant with provisions at his table. 
We have refered him to receive payment from you according to the instruc 
lions in vour letter of the 31st March 1763 

86 Amongst the indents in the packet there is one sent by the chaplains 
for I looks wanted for the use of the church which we request may not l>c 
omitted to be complied with. 

87 At our Consultation this day we received a remonstrance from the 
officers who came out in tlic Success setting forth their claim to take rank 
in the rrrsjcc from the dates of she commission* which you granted them in 
I ngland and containing a further claim from Lieutenant Thomas In con 
sequence of the tenor of his commission to take rank next after Mr Toe 
Tulbe who was promoted bv \ou to be a lieutenant on the amral of your 
orders nf the 9th May but who b\ course of the service had Ivern appointed 
a lieutenant on this cstabli htnent the 4th February 1764 We have answered 
to this application tliat as your intention with respect to their rank is not 
ilrarlv ascertained we cannot preicnd to determine on their remonstrance 
untill the arrival of ihc other officers named in rnur letter of the 9th Mar 
1764 die nature of whow com mi siont inav probably furnish us with funhrr 
hfhtv 

R4 Rut m the meantime we have agrrrd to reftT the case to sour honours 
f *r vour determination ami wr must further recommend to you to leave no 
*oth <Kiau mi for d rubt a* to the rank of vour officer* in future 

F> Mr J< hn tone l«rps leave to express Ids gratrfull acknowledgements 
to lm honide rrajihmi fir having rrstorn! him to his f >rmer rank and 
statkn in their w-nur ami t> auure them it ilia!) l»c as it ever has Iktu 
I ds »iu W to supj it the f nor and tromote the Intrfrst of the Gunpanr 
hutnl Ir hoping that lit* endrav *rs hitherto in the stations hr has f lied have 
l«-rn »w h as tr net it tl nr appr I ate n and the continuance e f ilu-Ir tonGdeme 
ar I fnrT 
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90 The entire defeat of Shuja Dowla’s army by Major Munro, on the 
23rd last mondi, affording a prospect of tranquility to these provinces, 
Mr Vansittart acquamts us that he purposes to quit the Government m three 
or four days and proceed m his Majesty’s ship York to Madrass, where after 
a very short stay he shall embark for Europe m the Medway and he has 
accordingly dehvered m a letter this day, advising your honours of his inten- 
tions, winch goes a number m the packet by the Devonshire 

91 By the Devonshire we have hcensed a bulse of diamonds value Arcot 
rupees eleven thousand six hundred (11,600) as will more particularly appear by 
the manifest in the packet 

92 We have laden and consigned to your honours by this ship sundry 
goods and merchandize amounting to current rupees 8,00,000, the particulars 
whereof are agreeably to the mvoice and first bill of lading enclosed 

93 We have also at the request of Capt Quicke, laden on board her, 
fifteen hundred bags of salt petre as surplus tonnage at half freight, for which 
we transmit m the packet a seperate bill of lading 

94 We have further laden on her sundry stores for the use of your island 
of St Helena, amountmg to current rupees 1,272-8-6 as per invoice and bill 
of lading enclosed to the Governor and Council there 

We are, 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithfull and obedient servants, 
(Signed) Henry Vansittart / John Spencer / 
Chs Stafford Playdell / Warren Has- 
tings / John Johnstone / Samuel 
Middleton / Ralph Leycester / John 
Burdett 


Fort William, 

26th November 1764 
[Origmal per Devonshire ] 


Postcnpt [sic] 

We have drawn upon your honors by this ship 63 setts of bills of exchange 
at 365 days sight and the usual forms the particulars whereof are as follows 
and amount in all to C Rs 13,68,476-12-6 or £ St 1,59,655-1 1-8 



Pttrr IXixnri acct. Ralph Itullcr -US5-1I 6 Mmitj. Wm and Robbcrt Charlton or 
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LETTER DATED 3 DECEMBER 1764 

Capture of Madura — Mr Vansrltart s departure 


To the HonTsle the Court of Director* for affair* of the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the East Indie* 


Hon*b!e Sir* 

{ l J Since closing our dispatches by this ship the Devortshtrr we have re 
caved certain advice by private letter* from Fort St. George of the fall of 
Madura which wa* delivered up to our army on the Hth October by U*off 
Cawn * own troops 1 and the French deserter* upon a *uspiaon that U*ofT Cawn 
intended to provide for hi* own escape with a few follower*, our honour* will 
no doubt be advised of the particular* by the Duke of Albany from Fort 
Sl George but we also judged it proper to give you the general information* of 
that success. 

[2.J Mr Vansittart having agreeably to the intimation given you m the 
Pubhek LetteT of the 26th ultimo embarked for Fort St. Ceorge. We arc ro ac 
quaint you that Mr Spencer ha* taken upon him the charge of the Government, 

[3 J The supply of treasure for Chtna having been compleatcd to ten lacks 
of rupee* is now embarked on the Argo fngatc and *he will *aU in two or three 
days 

We are with rrspect HonTdc Sir and Sir* 


Ion William 
VI Dccctnlwr I m (A 
[Original per De-onthtre 
Duplicate per I anmtart 
Triplicate per l lute 1 


^mir most faithfull ami criictlicm 
humble servants 

(Signed) John Spencer / Chs. Staffd 
I’laytlcll / Warren Hastings / John 
Johnstone / SamL Middleton / Ralph 
Lcjrccsttr / John Burden. 


13 

I ITTi K DATI l) 1 JANUAM 176* 


t alt m t if \fj * f \tunrn tith lien i flafu fur onj 1 

«7 c*t r ft f rsr'ur n tj Vuh AUm— fst'urr t>f ijuju'i t>* thef rt of l hunst 
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garh — Shah Alam’s execution of the articles and making over to the English 
the zemindari held by Balwant Singh 


T O the Hon’blc 


the Court of Directors for affairs of die Hon’ble United 


Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies 


Hon’ble Sirs, 

1 Our last address bearing date the 26th November, was transmitted by 
die ship Devonshire directly from hence , and we now embrace the opportunity 
by the Caernarvon and Ins Majesty’s ship Medway via Fort St George to 
give you information of what has since occurred m the prosecution of the 
war against Sliuja Dowla, reserving other points to be advised by our next 
ship from dns place, which we imagine will arrive widi you nearly as 
soon as these 

2 Major Munro having continued his march towards Benans, found the 
King and Beny Bahadre still diere on his arrival, and received our letters of 
die 6di November prior to which some messages had passed between him and 

the former, and he had had an interview with Beny Bahadre 
Cons 6th Dccr w ] len } ie positively acquainted him that before any accom- 
modation could take place with Shuja Dowla, Sombre, and our deserters 
must as we had all along msisted be given up to us , with this information 
Beny Bahadre accordingly repaired to Shuja Dowla, promising if he did not 
comply that he would leave him and be at disposal of the English But the 
Major m a few days after received a letter from each of them acquainting him 
that his demand could not then be complyed with, though they hoped it 
might some time hence , Major Munro having on receipt of our instructions 
acquamted the King with our resolution in his favor, he expressed great satis- 
faction thereat, and a readiness to act in every respect conformably to our 
desire, and the Major with his address advising of these particulars, trans- 
mitted to us sundry letters from him, together with a paper of proposals, 
which were wrote before he was acquamted with our instructions to the Major, 
urgmg us to establish ourselves and him m the possession of Shuja Dowla’s 
country 

3 Finding ourselves thus obliged to continue the war, we thought it 
proper to demand from the King whom we were to support as Shuja Dowla’s 
competitor, some further considerations, besides the tract of country as far as 
Benaris which we informed you we should keep possession of, supposing we 
even acceeded to a peace with Shuja Dowla, and we accordingly transmitted 
to Major Munro a paper of articles 1 to be executed by His Majesty, assigning 
to us the whole country of Gauzeepoor, and the rest of the zemindarry of 
Bulwant Singh, with the same rights, and m as full a manner as enjoyed by 
Shuja Dowla , and engagmg himself moreover to reimburse to the Company 
the expences of the war from the time of his joining us We at the same [ 51 c] 
transmitted the Maj'or the necessary instructions, but we have not yet received 
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an answer from him For your more particular information on these points, 
we refer you to our Consultation of the 6th ultimo a copy whereof 3J far as 
relates to them we transmit you in the packer 

4 After Major Munro had been furnished from Patna with the stores 
for which he waited and had also taken the necessary precautions for having 
the army properly supply cd with provisions and that his 
Om. 1/th Deer boats might be able to proceed he marched towards Ulla 
bad whither we advised you Shuja Etowla had fled after his defeat, 
and when he came opposite to Chimagur Fort, he crossed a proper 
detachment in order to lay siege to it. A practicable breach having 
been accordingly made in one of the curtains in the morning of the 
2nd ultimo the same was ordered by dawn of day on the 3rd to be stormed 
but by the bad behavior of the scapoys who would not advance but kept a 
close fire into it which prevented the Europeans also from getting forward the 
assault miscarried a disposition having been made for a second attempt the 
same evening thirty volunteers turned out of the pioneer company and from 
the rest of the Europeans who begd to lead the ran which was consented to 
Irut after having got to the breach they were struck with such a panic, although 
the opposition made by the enemy was not near so great as at the first assault 
tliat they ran back upon the grenadier company and they upon the rest who 
were to support them and by this means the whole gave way nor could be 
prevailed on to rally although the officers exerted every endeavor and means 
for the purpose. The officers were so much disconcerted and chagrined at 
this unexpected behavior in their men that they offered to go themselves on 
the forlorn hope and storm but as it was to lie apprehended from the former 
backwardness of the troops that they might not properly support them it was 
not judged advisable to make the attempt. 

* In die mean time Major Munro laving rcceircd intelligence tliat Shuja 
Dowla had advanced from Iliabad within seventeen eors of him and was strik 
mg out of the road to get in his rear either to cut off his communication with 
Ins Ikuis or endeavor to carry off the King he was obliged to turn the siege 
into a blockade for which service he left two liaitalions of scapoys with two 
eighteen pounders and a howitzer and returned with the rest of the army 
to Benam but soon after finding that Shuja Dowb approached still nearer 
him and that he had sent a party to the relief of Chlmarghur he recalled the 
detachment from tliencc and waited with the whole army in hope* of bringing 
him to another general action. The President ha* lud advices from the Major 
d mn to the 2’nd ultimo when he Informed him that Shuja Dowla still avoided 
cmuing to on engagement though hi* horse were constantly moving round our 
ramp ami had that dar approached so near a* to oblige him to turn out the 
line tliat three or four days before on the occasion of hr* ordering a salute 
dir rnrmr thought we were marching to attack diem ami Immediately 
n-timl dim- rot* further awl that ihctr artdlmr wai then aliout eighteen 

Cr|» ofjf] 

( We hope howc*rr I y our rent »hlp to !w able to adslse vou dial the 
Mijvf Ins <ucct» fullr rPnrtrtl ht« intrnt^m lumping them again to action 
t uniter with the reduction in crtfiscrjumcr of Chtmarphur and the rttr of 
II at a 1 am! dm we dunk mint crtulnlv put a final period to die wtr am! 
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firmly establish the King in the intended possession of Shuja Dowla’s country 


Fort William, 
the 3rd January 1765 


We are with the greatest respect 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most faithfull and obedient 
humble servants, 

J Spencer / C S Pfaydell / Ralph 
Leycester / John Burdett 


Postscript 

Since writing the foregoing, the President has received advice from Major 
Munro, that die King has executed the articles we transmitted him and was 
also preparing proper sunnuds for making over to us die zemindary held by 
Bui want Sing 

We are 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your faithful humble servants, 

J Spencer / C S Playdell / Ralph 
Leycester 


14 

LETTER DATED 6 FEBRUARY 1765 

Details of the war withShujaud-Daulah and his offers for peace — assure 
the Court of not extending the English influence in India — Shah Alam agrees 
to defray the expenses of war from the time he pined the English — payment 
towards restitution fund by Mir Jafar — Maratha designs in Midnapore — news 
about illness of Mir Jafar 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

1 Since our last general address from this Department by the Devonshire 
of die 26th of November, we wrote you under the 3rd instant by the Caer- 
narvon and His Majesty’s ships Medway via Fort St ‘George with other copies 
thereof and giving you a further detail of what had occurred to that time m 
the prosecution of the war with Shuja Dowla, of which address you have also 
herewith another copy 

2 Our army and Shuja Dowla’s have since continued nearly in the same 
situation, no opportunity having offered for effecting the design mentioned 


[Per Medway] 
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to you of bringing him again to action from the nsk we should be exposed to 
by advancing of haring the communication with our boat* 
Coot. 23 Jinr 0 f gtorc4 and provisions cut off In a letter of the I4th from 
Major Fletcher upon whom the command of the array ha* devolved on Major 
Munrot quitting it to embark for Europe we were informed of hi* intention 
of marching that evening to endeavour to *urpn7e them and at least get 
possession of their baggage but by hi* la»t we learn that the people employed 
in com equ cnee to cut a road aero** a nulla about two mile* in the front of our 
encampment had fixed on a place *o steep on the opposite bank that day light 
appeared before the whole were pawed. He was therefore obliged to halt but 
as he found Shuja Dowla continuing on the *ame ground he had determined 
to pursue his scheme in the cxentng and we hope before the close of the 
dispatch to be able to give you a satisfactory account of this step We hope 
and suppose Major Fletcher has taken the necessary precautions for the 
security of his boats and he mentions that he was further engaged to the 
scheme he has pursued from Iiulwant Sing having left our army and the 
reports that NudjefI Cawn a principal chief of the empire whom Major Munro 
had been endeavouring to engage to come in to the King was on the contrary 
about to join Shuja Dowla. Brigadier General Camac is now on his wa) up 
to resume the command. 

3 ^ou will understand from the foregoing advice that Shuja Dowla lias 
not yet thought proper to acquiesce in our first demand In hi* last letters he 
has however appeared much more earnest In his ofTers for peace than he had 
Iwforc and though this is a measure we should some time ago have rejoiced 

to see talc place \ct as through his obstinacy we have now 
Com 1 J ,nr entered into engagements with the King no accomodation 
can lie effected without a due regard to the interest of Ills Majesty and those 
engagements and previous to all the alisolute delivery Into our hands of Mccr 
Cos im Sombre and the dc*CTtcrs If this demand is Implicitly complied with 
and the Kings affairs can be settled to lus satisfaction an accomodation may 
l>c more eligible than a continuance of the war We find Major Munro before 
his departure had sounded His Majesty on this subject but that lie declined 
giving anv rcplv thereto till he saw the part which Shuja Dowla should act 
upon our first demands should this l>c complied with we have directed lus 
(die King s) sentiments on a peace in general to be transmitted tis as soon as 
po ihlc tliat we mar nrmc to die necessary regulations At the same time 
least this should create anv doubts with him in rcsjvect to our conduct we have 
thought it proper to renew in the strongest term* the assurance of our firm 
attachment to him and given directions that in anv correspondence with 
Miuja Dmla particular care i* observed that we do not appear Inclined to 
desutr from our engagements with Hi' Majesty without his approbation 
These en-agrtnents we muit however mention are onlv such as our interest 
and the circumstance* of the war naturally led u* into 

4 ArJ line It i» prnp*-r in ronsequmcr of die ’ml ptragraph of )mtr 
lettrr t f the l t s f June to trfrt \our honors again to the Pth of out last 
slims rf th ^li Nr srndwr hr the pr whirr ami to rrjwat and confirm 
d)«- at urarcr s«e thernn gave vnj dut we s! > n< t wi h to extend our ccmnrc 
t> n l«-s -ri 1 whit rtav apj»-jr netrsurr f * •'■curing the funtrr tranquility c f 
0 c cv*J*’tTT Tint d i* i» ar 1 will always l*c die Cr t c bj ct < f our c m tdctan*m 



Walter Reinhardt alias Samru 
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and that whatever engagements we may enter mto, they shall be such 
only as tend to this point and the promotion of your commercial interests 


5 The King has continued to remain always with our army, and has 
executed m part die phirmaund 1 we mentioned m oui last What was omitted 
therein, although His Majesty afterwards appears in some degree to have 

assented thereto in a letter to Major Mimro, is the article 
Cons 28 Janr Much relates to hi9 defraying die expences of the war from 
die time he joined us As our army is now employed so much for his benefit, 
it is highly reasonable lie should bear the Company clear of expence in die 
service and wc have therefore desired that an opportunity may be taken of 
conferring widi lnm on die subject, and his compliance m writing pressed as 
far as prudence and propriety may admit 

6 His Majesty having no resources for his immediate support, and judg- 
ing it proper that he should receive every testimony of oui respect and attach- 
ment we directed such sums to be advanced him for the expences of his house- 
hold as his exigencies might absolutely require till he was put m full possession 

of Shu jah Dowla’s country, and we find he has m conse- 
Cons 28 Janr qUcnce reC eivcd die amount which has yet been collected 

on our new revenues, being about ninety thousand rupees, the proper receipts 
and promissory notes for the refunding of the same having been rst t en 


7 It appears diat little more dian one third of those revenues are yet 
secured and seven laaks of rupees is dierefore esteemed to e as muc as 

be collected for dns year 

8 The Nabob having executed die kistbundee for the payment of the 

ballance due of the restitution fund, could no longer e P r< ~™ Hive's 
remain in Calcutta, as we had recommended till W Give s 
Cons 13 Deer arrival He accordingly set out for the city the 1 
1764 December and Mr bfidleton agreably to hts appomnnent 

proceeded to his station at his Durbar , after receiving om us gs 

tions as appeared necessary to be given him, which were in g t p e 

the Nabob for die regular payments of his assignments t0 !^ h ist })u n dee for 
expences of the war, and his compliance with the terms o an( j trans- 
payment of the ballances of die restitution , to endeavor o P ^ 

nut us as soon as possible an exact state of the Nabobs revenues and of the 

expences of his government, also an account o e - a good harmony 

to make it his particular study to promote m y P 
and understandmg between us 


^^lVJ.tiOLaiIUXUg UCLVYCUl UJ 

9 The payments on the first accounts have been 
regularly, and twenty laaks m tale [sic] of the resntu 
„ compleated , on the other points, we have 

Cons 31 Janr m f 0 rmed by Mr Middleton but we arc ^ was 

Jiat by advices to the President lately receive we ea^ up a party 

dangerously ill , and we have in consequence to p t0 coun 

af sepoys with a view of preventing any confusion in 
tenance and support his family in case of his emise 

10 By the 11th paragraph of our address p^D^on^r^and^ ^ 

tataon of the 1 7th October therein referred to, y ° 
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into oar consideration the subject of the inland trade and formed some reso- 
lution* thereupon but that the order we were about to gtvc 
Con*, 25 J*nr. m consequence had been suspended on receipt of your 
commands of the 9th of May wherein you informed us you should send by 
the Kent your more particular opinion and instruction* concerning the affair* 
of the country government. We observe what your honors have now further 
said per La[m ng but as Lord Clive and the other gentlemen may be now early 
expected to arrive, we have continued to defer for the present at least any 
further proceedings on the subject. 

1 1 In consequence of advices received of motions making by the Morattas, 
which seemed to indicate a design of giving us some disturbance m the Mrdna 
poor province and as any irruption from them must prove very detrimental 
to our collections as well there as m Burdwan and to our 
Cons. 17 Deer affairs in general, we ordered n proper detachment under the 
command of Major Champion to march and take post so as most effectually 
to avert their design if such it should be, but we now learn that the)' seem 
to have too much trouble in subduing their own zemindars to admit of their 
entering these provinces. 

12. On our resolution of supporting the King in the possession of Shuja 
Dowlas country judging that from the sickness and the accidents of war our 
European forces would possihl) be much reduced which 
Cons 17 Dcvt besides was shortly to luffer a very considerable and 
certain diminution by the return of Hi* Majesty* troops to Europe 
and a* from the late departure of the transports from thence we 
did not expect they would arrive in time for the recruits on board to prove 
of any assistance to us we determined considering the situation of affair* on 
the Coast from the reduction of Madura to applv to the gentlemen there for a 
reinforcement both of infantry and artillery A further reason which rendered 
vhw appUcation necessary was the appearance beforcmcmionctl of an invasion 
from (lie Morattas. We have since received a part of vour recruit# by the 
Fori H tlham and should the reinforcement be no longer wanted on their 
arrival we shall take the first opportunity of returning it 

?u/»p/emen/ 

13 Since willing the foregoing have received two letters from Major 
Fletcher advising of hi* further proceedings from the time of his address of 
the 13th of which for sour more particular information we transmit you copies 
in the packet ami though we are liappy to communicate to sou such advice 
of his sucens and hope It will be productive of very good consequence* yet 
wr cannot help thinking he lia/ardcd rather too much on the occasion Major 
Munro is now armed ami we dial! with hit assistance Immediately proem! 
to take Into our consideration the present situation of our affair* with the 
King ard **huja Dow la. 

14 \\e lias r also rrcelsn! a letter from the Red Jem at the Pur! ar of 
the “^b ultimo ct nfirming the information of the \a!mb Iwtng dangrtmuly 

itl Irut the President ha* had private adsicr from Mr 
f ' r ’* 4 ^ ' Mr*! llrton of the 1st instant that hr is to much am rented as 

to Ik cut cf air immediate danger and tl>ou f h from hi* age anj natural 
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infirmities, Im decease cannot be tery remote 1 yet as such an event m the 
present juncture of affairs would occasion much confusion thiough the pro 
uncos, we must earnestly hope for his reem cry 

We are with the greatest respect, 
Hon’blc Sirs, 

Your most faithful and 

Fort William. obedient humble servants, 

the 6th February 1765 J Spencer / C S Playdcll / Ralph 

[Per Vansittart] Lcyccstcr / John Burdett 
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LETTER DATED 6 FEBRUARY 1765 

Representation of Mr Spencer against supersession by Mr Sumner 


T O the Hon’blc Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East Indies 

Hon’blc Sirs, 

[I ] As I have already addressed myself to you joindy with the gentlemen 
of Council in relation to the affairs of this Presidency, T shall here confine my- 
self to the representation that I dunk it necessary to make to you m conse 
quence of the arrangement of your affairs in your orders of the 1st June, lately 
recencd by the Lapwing Sorry am I to have occasion so to do as dtey respect 
myself, having till lately an entire confidence that near twenty four years of 
faithful services to die Hon’blc Company w'ould have secured me from the 
disagreable circumstances diat have attended me since my removal hither in 
consequence of your directions to Bombay by the Speaker 

[2 ] Those orders found me at Bombay m the management of an extensive 
commerce , however, I hesitated not a moment to relinquish my prospects and 
advantages there, diough by my so doing, die manner in which I was obliged 
to finish my concerns at so short a warning as I had, did much prejudice my 
fortune At the same time we had at Bombay such accounts of the desperate 
situation of your affairs here, that after the honor you had done me by such 
a confidential appointment, I can with truth assert those accounts were with 
me an additional inducement to proceed hither without delay, and at all 
hazards, thinking I ought to sacrifice everything to the confidence that was 
reposed in me by your said commands 

[3 ] Your own registers here shew that I arrived at this place m May, and 
from that time to Mr Vansittart’s departure, the end of November, I reaped 
no advantage from any office m your service, dedicating my whole time to 
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acquire the necessary knowledge in the details of vour affairs ond the business 
here which onlv was requisite for mv long residence in India and the extensive 
correspondence I base for manv Tears earned on with the heads of your settle 
ments hating made me master of the situation of affairs in the general at all 
vour Presidencies Mv assiduity in this was encouraged b) the absolute 
appointment of me in your commands of the 8th February 1764 second and 
successor at this Presidency This then being the ease judge what must have 
been my mortification and what mv chagrin to find in so short an Interval 
of time as between that and the 9th Mav without an) delinquency of mine or 
cause assigned this absolute nomination by yourselves set aside not only m 
fas or of Lord Give but of Mr Sumner his second and successor and myself 
entirely excluded* and indeed unprovided for in an) shape by the tenor of 
the said letter It being there onl) intimated that I was to return to Bombay 
without further explanation. 

[4 ] Certain it is, that from the sense of my treatment at that juncture, 
nothing but the united wishes of the place for m) Keeping charge tUl Tour 
ultimate resolves were known Mr Vansittarts pressing instances, and m) own 
knowledge of the confusion that might otherwise ensue in vour affairs could 
base induced me to remain longer abroad after such a want of confidence in 
me as this vour nomination and appointment seemed to indicate However 
the al>ovc considerations operated so strongh ns to induce me to forego cvcrv 
other consideration for what the voice of the place esteemed to be for the 
general good 

(5 ] As your honors have been cntircl) silent on the motives that Induced 
vou after so firm!) appointing me to the succession to set it aside in this 
manner I can onlv guess at it from what appears in the pubhek papers n t 
the (It gu«t and opposition that might an«c here from the nomination of a 
servant from one settlement to another and tliat I-ord Gives coming would 
conciliate the affect i m of the Government and quiet the minds of the con 
ccrnrd at home 

\( ] Happv is the reflection to me tliat my appointment here so far from 
Ix-ing productive of die tli consequences apprehended at home that it is hut 
d ung the gentlemen of the settlement Justice to sa\ the strictest unanlmht 
lias | rev ailed among u and 1 was confident that with such a disposition in 
o die greatest good must haw resulted to \nur concerns in general It will 
!*• a liapj v circumstance for the place if the same harmonv continues after 
mv leaving it As Mock on the sentiment* of the gentlemen a' a mark of 
h **i n t me in particular I liave taken the ld>crty with tlwm and vou to 
end v in this copies c f the letuv from the IViard to me ami also n f several 
gentlemen which will shew the » n e the place in general had of vour appoint 
ment ami the fair pnopett of unanimity tliat I had afore me 
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from that time till my taking charge, obstinately persisted m the appeaiance 
and dress of a faquir 

[8 ] Mr Sumner 2 I am not known to, or know, but believe his character a 
respectable one, but to one who knows these people, it can not be supposed 
lie can ever regain the confidence of the Government, as he was one of the 
committee that promoted and supported the deposition of the Nabob, and active 
dicrein He is called, I sec, and supported as a senior servant to me , by turn- 
ing to your own registers it will be seen that I commenced a writer in September 
1741, Mr Sumner in No\ ember 1744 And I became one of your Council in 
September 1754, and Mr Sumner not till January 1759 It ill becomes any 
man to say anything of lnmsclf or point out his own conduct I shall there- 
fore in this respect beg lea\e to refer myself to your own approval of it m your 
several commands to the Presidency of Bombay 

[9] My sudden removal from Bombay hither, as before observed, much 
prejudiced my fortune, as you must yourselves be sensible how inconvenient 
it is to a merchant who has extensive dealings to wind them up at a short 
warning My friends pointed it out to me as a desireable object to revive a 
spirit of commerce here, a thing so evidently calculated for die general good 
of die place, that it is a fact diat I have since my arrival here entered into 
some voyages chiefly with diat view, and with the hopes that I should be able 
in time to lead die views of the gentlemen to a sea commerce to induce them 
not to depend solely on the inland trade, which, as lately carried on, has in- 
volved the concerned and you in so many disputes and is in several respects 
so disagreable to die country government With these views I have since my 
arrival and in confidence of your nomination entered deeply into business here, 
and have many outstanding and depending concerns that can scarce be adjusted 
but by myself m person, or at best much to my disadvantage These views led 
me to engage in heavy ships and blocks, and let me leave it to your considera- 
tion gendemen, how much I must suffer in my fortune to have it thus launched 
out m trade and thus abruptly called m again by this your sudden intendon 
of removing me to Bombay, as I see in your orders of the 1st June, received 
a few days since by the Lapwing, exclusive of the heavy expence diat has 
attended the removal of my family backwards and forwards within the course 
of a year 

[10 ] These however, are not the considerations that have the most weight 
with me or that lay me under my present difficulty Where my fortune is 
concerned only, it relates only to myself and family, but give leave to say 
diat m the present case both your and my reputation are nearly concerned 
By your own appointment, by your own nomination, unexpected by me, I 
came down here , I have in consequence thereof been received and respected 
by the Europeans and by the country government as your President of this 
setdement, and have been for sortie months to all intents and purposes your 
President and Governor of this important settlement I have the pleasure to 
say I filled it with satisfaction to myself and the place, as you may judge by 
the letter addressed to me by the Board on your pacquet by the Lapwing, 
putting a period to my power here, by which you will see I am requested to 
continue it till Lord Clive may arrive This, inconvenient as it is to me, I 
have consented to, that at such a critical conjuncture your affairs may not suffer, 
though I do imagine it will keep me here a longer time than I could wish, as 
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the season is near expired and we yet hear nothing of the Kent I shall hour 
ever if Ins Lordship arrives in time proceed to Bombay But l cannot with 
any degree of reputation to myself or for the credit of your service accept 
to act as a second at another settlement having presided at this. I will never 
thclcn go there I will in ease of accidents take charge there nil your further 
pleasure on this my situation is known. From your justice and candor I shall 
hope and rely on the immediate succession at a Presidency and as affairs arc 
circumstanced I flatter myself that mj appointment to this wdl be confirmed 
when my case comes to be ducly considered 

(U J If in the course of this any thing improper has dropped from my pen, 
impute it to the earnestness of a man pleading in the warmth of hi* heart 
hi* own cause. No offence is meant bv me but only to state mv situation 
honcstlv and candidly to you and in confidence that vou will do me the justice 
mr ca«c requires on a further consideration of it. I shall here only add that 
1 have the honor to be with respect 


Fort William 
6th February 1765 
{Per 1 annliart) 


Honlde Sirs 

^ our most obedient humble servant 
J Spencer 


16 

I rTTCR DATED 6 rEURUARl 1765 

Lots of the Nanc\ — construction of a nrr building for the factory at 
(■ /n/fdtjong — settlement of ( ansiltart j account of the commission due to him 
on Compan\ s lands— reduction in batia payable Id I he army deferred — ctvil 
and mniforv appointments— subordination of military officers to mil authority 


To the I! mlilc the Court of Directors for affairs of the Ifnnldc United 
O mpan\ i f Merchants of hngland trading to the ha«t Indies 

II ml le ^tr* 

\ l n lef date thr ” > 6th November we (lt*pauhnl to tnu the ship Devon 
if ire an 1 l v lies tran mitird \mi our General Ixttrr from this IXrpartmmt 
mater tlw u u a! eMabh hnl head* We al*<> afterward* addre**c<l vou a few 
line* l»v her tn admr \ou i f thr fall of Madura awl hair since forwarded to 
v i-i « dirt c *}vn if iW aduert bv the Cornanon ami Hu Msjrttvs ship 
Mr f**u via 1 n( *vt George 

Z In tl r f rner **r acquainted viu that we tiait t tat ton td t!ic I anutta*t 
f v i it ~d imttrrd »’np I^s cargo halin'* l*ren accordingly laden «hr U 
r o* 1 >pi it It's i a" ! 1 1 lire wr jnixenl t p»r sou iudi further inf *r 
mu *-i» a* rur appear rrer atv 
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Cons 24 & 27 
Jany 


Cons 4 Do 


Cons 1 7 Dccr 


Cons 3d Dccr 


3 Your packet die Lapwing and die ship Fort William anothei of the 
transports have bodi safely imported and brought us your commands of die 

16th May and 1st June last We observe your instructions 
in regard to die former, and shall shordy determine on some 
proper method of disposing her In die mean time she has 
been ordered upto town We have heard nothing yet of die odier two expected 
transports or of the Kent You will observe by the supplement to our last 
addiess, our intention of sending die latter round to Bombay 
should she arrive m time and you may depend on our 
attention to your orders now received for her proceedmg thither as soon as 
possible after she has landed her passengers and consignments 

4 The Success having as advised in our last address been discharged the 
Company’s service, the agents for die owners tendered to us 
their bill for the ballance of her freight amounting to 

£ St 1,126-13-4 which on reference to die account transmitted m her packet 
appearing to be die just amount due the same, was ordered 
to be paid out of our treasury The journals and odier books 
delivered to us by the captain are now transmitted to you 

5 We have directed the commander of die Fort William to give us 

immediate advise when she is clear when we shall m like 
Cons 28 Jany manner discharge her from the service and require the 
books of her voyage 

6 The Caernarvon received her dispatches for Fort St George the 3rd 
instant when not hearing any dung yet of die Bute since Capt Maitland’s letter 
to us from Batavia mentioned in the 5th paiagraph of our last address, we 

requested the President and Council there m order diat we 
Cons 21 Jany might be provided against the disappomtment of a latter 
ship, to dispatch round to us die Princess Augusta , which diey informed us 
they expected to arrive with them towards the end of the year widi a part 
of the Manilla garrison But we have now the pleasure to advise your honours 
that soon after taking this precaution, die Bute safely miported with us For 
information on the causes of her so late arrival, we refer you to letters from 
Capt Maitland entered on our Consultation of the 21st ultimo , her Batavia 
cargo has been landed and as soon as she has been surveyed and leported 
m fit condition, her consignments for Europe shall be loaded widiout loss of 
time 

7 The Calcutta having received her loading of salt petre was dispatched 
to Bombay the 17th ultimo and as she was just on the point of her departure 
when the Bute arrived, and we judged it essential to give the gentlemen at 
Fort St George the earliest information of our being no longer m want of 
a ship, we directed the commander to call there in his way and leave with 
them a letter of advice 


8 We have further the satisfaction of informing you that our apprehen- 
sions for the safety of the Lord Mansfield are removed as she was met by 
the Success galley, a country ship, the 20th of October, off Fort Victoria in her 
way to Bombay But of the Admiral Pocock, we have yet no certain account 
All we hear further of her is that she was left by a proe the beginning of 
August endeavoring to get round the island of Puto Laut near Borneo m 
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order to make her passage to Batavia but that she was not arrived at the 
latter place the I3th of October from which it was apprehended she had been 
obliged to bear away for China. 

9 The supply of treasure for China having been com plea ted as advised 
In our latter letter b) the Devonshire the /lrgos dispatches were immediately 

prepared and delivered to CapL AfTlcch and as she had 
On*. 26 Ncm- w large a propert) on board on account of the Company 
and was to proceed by a passage not )ct perfectly known we determined for 

the greater security of the treasure that one of our pilot 
Con*. 3d. Deer vessel 1* should be fitted out to accompany her through the 
islands or even unto China if found necessary and the CuddaJore schooner was 
accordingly dispatched on this service. 

10 We arc sorry here to advise your honours of the lots of die Nancy 
ketch belonging to the Fort Marlbro establishment which happened die 
beginmg of September last in the strcights of Mallaca bj* the villamey of 
the carpenter and gunner as you ma) be more full) acquainted on reference 
to our Consultation of the 2/th December on winch arc recorded the informa 
tion* thereon of the second mate and the captain of a country vessel! who 
you will find Mr Robert Lindsay used all his endeavors to save her and 
we liavc only to add that we liavc not as yet heard any thing either of the 
commander or of any thing either of the accomplices and that we shall take 
care to demand from Mr Lindsav the value of the small quantity of opium 
and any other articles which he saved out of her 

11 The rice and opium for Fort Marlbro laving Ixrn laden on the 
/h/igenl snow she wa* accmdinglv dispatched thither the 26th of November 
but the nccc-svarv and unavoidable services on winch the leopard wa* employed 
down the River and the repairs which on her return the Master Attendant 
found it requisite to give her leading us to apprehend she could not arrive 
at kort St Ccorgc in time to meet the Admiral Watson we determined to 
forward b\ the Carrnanon the remainder of the opium then in the ware 
hou*c together with the whole of the packing stufT indented for and 

hortlv after receiving a further di patch of fifty chest* of opium from 
l\una we directed the same to Ik- laden on the leopard mow with the remain 
ing articles of the indent with which she will accordingly proceed now in a 
fiw djv* 

12. We obsenc the strong term* in which in your letter of the lfith May 
v« u trjwat vour rcvommrrwhti m for our affording cverv po* ihlc a i tance 
i • this settlement and \ >u mar rest a* ured that the same shall Ik always 
a j srtKutar t bject oT mir attention Hr the fi reg ring rou will observe rlut 
we have ftdlr tom) bed with their last indent sent u« in every oilier article 
ar i m the r cntial innf «>t mm we shall ext ml it hv sixtr eight ihr*t* the 
Ipisnmv tr mired onlr i nr hundred and fifty ami < or supplies two 

bun bed ami eighteen dinn With regard t » nnno iIh- vrn large amount 
«f our military rxprnrr ar \ other il maml luvr n n left It in our p^mrr to 
suj^S i*s m h frin I ut « n m ipt c f t!i ir h t a; j heat* n in tin suljryt 
in th m 'll*! » f \pd wr w» rt the g nt! mm i f I rt *gr rrprrv-nt 

i -mt ind In* jelnpmir-tlrMi d Ilf j ul f a i t th m \\ r inn t 
rr- ml that in if nr » I if f M «1 rv did i i specify the warn of any cl ith 
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which you mention as one of die articles we had neglected to supply them 
with 

13 The furdier quantity of salt petre for Bombay ordered on board the 
Calcutta was decreased foi the reasons mentioned m Consultation the 17th 
January, to ten thousand maunds, but die whole amount of our supplies of 
dns article do now almost double the quantity at first promised them of 
dnrty diousand maunds, so that diey will have considerable remains on then 
hands for the eaily dispatch of their tonnage of the ensuing season, and this 
mediod of keeping diem supplied in advance, we shall continue in future to 
observe as far as possible widi a view of saving die heavy expence of demorage, 
which you have been subjected to from die late arrival of the saltpetre with 
them We have now also supplied that Presidency with some what more dian 
the five laaks of rupees which we advised you we had pei nutted to draw for 

14 We have given our final oiders to the Chief and Council at Chittagong 
for die construction of die new factory m that province agreeable to the plan 
mentioned in our last address and for the particulars, we beg leave to refer 
you to our Consultation of the 24th of December when diey were determined 
on, observing here only, that we have on the present, considerably contracted 
the plan originally proposed 

15 The gendemen at Burdwan have also agreeably to former oiders 
transmitted us plans for houses for die chief and other members of the factory 
which from die moderate expence diey have represented will attend the execu- 
tion, we have approved of with some additions foi accommodation of the 
seapoys stationed with them and to render the factory defensively against 
any flying parties of cavalry , such a plan of the whole together with a sketch 
of the country round about, we have duected them to transmit us for our 
further consideration 

16 In our additional letter by the Devonshire we advised you that on 
Mr Vansittart’s departure, Mr Spencer had taken charge of die Government 
till your directions by the Kent oi Lapzlnng should arrive, which last havmg 
imported, he was acquamted with your destination respecting him, but as the 
rest of the members judged his continuance here requisite for the manage- 
ment of the Company’s affairs till Tord Clive’s arrival, they addressed him a 
letter contaming a request for that purpose m which he has acquiesced 

17 Mr Vansittart before his departuie delivered into us a calculate 
account of the commission due to him on the Company’s lands, requesting at 
same time that whatever on the adjustment of your accounts appear further 
due to him might be paid to his attormes, together with the commission on 
such part of the outstanding ballances for three years past as may be further 
recovered, and the amount demanded being CRs 1,05,192, was accordingly paid 
him out of the treasury We observe and shall attend to your directions now 
received, that tins additional emolument, is not to be continued to Lord Clive 
or any other future President and Governor 

18 On the receipt of your letters of the 16di May and 1st June we imme- 
diately communicated to Brigadier General Carnac your resolutions and orders 
in his favor and also gave directions for notifying to the army in die manner 
you duected the thanks of the Company for then services in the campaign under 
Major Adams 
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19 Wc also gave some other necessary directions for information of which 
beg leave to refer you to our Consultation of the 25th ultimo But with regard 
to the reduction of the batta 1 to the army wc hare thought it proper and 
necessary on account of their being engaged in actual service of so much 
consequence to defer it for the present at least till the arrival of Lord Clive 
and the other members with the expected field officers, hoping by the example 
and support of the latter whom wc conclude came out acquainted with your 
orders to meet with less difficult) therein. Wc shall however carry them into 
execution ourselves, if the gentlemen should not soon arrive. 

20 Wc some time ago permitted Mr George Godefndus Dc La Garde 
to proceed round to Bombay in order to see some of Ids near relations and 
settle some family concerns on hts return he shall be made acquainted with 
the contents of the 50th paragraph of your lajt letter 

21 'lour complaints of remissness in duty of your junior servants conti 
nued in your letter of the 17th December 1762 and the directions you were 
pleated to give in consequence were duel) communicated to them and in 
answer to the 49th paragraph of your letter now before us wc must do them 
the justice to assure your honours tliat wc have not since had any cause for 
Innng disatisfkd with them on that account 

21 At our Consultation of the 20th of December Mr Hastings delivered 
in a letter returning )our honors thanks for the benefits he had reaped In 
sour scmcc and desiring to resign the same and he accordmgl) took his 
pa vage for t uropc on board his Majest) s ship Medway To fill die vacancy 
iKea loncd bv this resignation wc called Mr George Gray the next servant 
on vour list from his residency at Matilda and )Ou will observe tliut according 
to the mmdxrr you base now directed )our Council to consist of he will when 
I-nrd Cine with the other expected gentlemen arrive exactly compleat the 
same 

23 We further appointed Mr Playdcll fxport Ware House Keeper in 
the room of Mr Hastings Mr lltcliard Harwell’ Resident at Maulda in the 
t mi of Mr C ra\ and Mr Kit ltd \Vttt« lm Head Assistant to succeed 
Mr Parnell in the office of Sub Accomptant 
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other respect to our entire satisfaction, and we cannot m justice but recommend 
him again here as a servant vciy paiticulaily deservmg your notice and favour 

26 On die appointment of Mr Graham, a member of the settlement at 
Benans, Mi William Majendie, the Assistant Secretary, was nominated to 
succeed him as Secietary and has since entered upon and from his diligence 
which we have already mentioned to you we are persuaded also of his giving 
you and us entire satisfaction m die discharge diereof 

27 Mr Witts will we hope exert himself in like manner as Mr Barwell 
and we need only further assure your honours diat it shall in future be a 
particular object of our attention that your general and other books are regularly 
and properly kept up and transmitted We observe your directions in regard 
to die Military Pay Masters and Commissary Generals in particular, on account 
of die great part of your expences which from the troubles we have been 
involved m must be therein stated , diose of the first office were transmitted 
you to November 1763 by the Pigot and a sett of die Commissary General’s 
ending April 1763 by the Devonshire We now send you further a duphcate 
copy of these last together with the contmuation jiromised to April 1764 

28 Mr Anselm Beaumont agreeably to the intention intimated in our 
last has also resigned your service, and proceeded to Europe on the Medway 
Mr Stanlake Batson took passage on the Devonshire 

29 On die appointment of Mr Barwell to die Residency of Maulda, we 
judged it necessary on account of the extent of your business at diat factory, 
as likewise that you might have some person on die spot to take charge m 
case of any accident to that gentleman diat he should have an assistant 
stationed with him, and Mr William Barton was accordingly appointed 

30 We have received representations both from Major Champion and 
Major Stibbert on the occasion of your appointment of Sir Robert Fletcher 
to a majority on this establishment, by which they think themselves aggrieved , 
in our letter by the Boscawen, we strongly recommended die former to your 
honours and must now do the same justice to the merit of Major Stibbert, 
referring you for the rest to his address to you on the occasion now transmitted 

31 On die very particular recommendation of General Camac and 
Commodore Tinker, we granted captam’s commissions to __ Capt Frederick 
Thomas Smith and Lieut David Scott of his Majesty’s marines , as we are 
willing however to avoid as much as possible giving any cause for umbrage 
to your officers from such appointments, we have declmed complying with 
those which were made us by Lieuts Wakely and Humphreys of the 96th Regi- 
ment For your information of the casuahties and military promotions which 
have occured since our last, we refer you to a fist in the packet agreeably to 
the advice given you m our last, of die method we should in future observe 
for this purpose 

32 But we are here to acquaint you with die lesignation of Capt James 
Forster of the battalion of Captam Lieut Adolph Wilmers of the artillery who 
takes passage on this slnp We have granted them both certificates of their 
good behaviour in your service, but we must here do the former the further 
justice of mentioning him as an officer who m every station and on all occasions 
has particularly distinguished himself And the only cause of his now resign- 

Vol IV— 20 
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mg is tlic continued ill state of health under which he has laboured for these 
four years pare 

33 In our address from the other Department sou arc advised of our 
having ordered a detachment into the MidnapooTC prm incc m consequence of 
motions making by the Marat tan. And we are here to inform you that at our 
Consultation of the 31st of December General Comae delivered in dissent 
from our sentiments and orders that the Major on this service should in any 
respect act under the directions of the Resident in that province founding it on 
the circumstances of the party s being sent for the defence of the province and 
not for forwarding the collections and that the officer in command should 
therefore be under as lttdc controul as posstblc we confirmed our order in 
consequence of your repeated command* for the subordination of the offices 
to the avd authority but for the prevention of any further room for the least 
doubt we must request you will be more expbat on this particular subject 
which now appears to us still more requisite on account of the appointment 
of so many officers of superior rank on this establishment since It has already 
been urged that field officers should be subordinate to and under the direction 
of die President and Counal only 

34 Mr James Robertson one of the cadets, who came out on the Success 
preferred a very heav\ complaint to ui of his ill treatment during die passage 
from the Commander Captain Henry Gardiner which it appearing he could 
not acquit himself of after giving him every opportunity he could desire for 
that end we determined to mention to your honours as requiring your 
particular notice to present the like behavior in others. The complaint itself 
and proceedings in consequence you will find recorded in our Consultation of 
the 26th November and 6th and 10th December to which tc beg leave to 
refer you for your more full information on the subject. Capt. Gardiner after 
wards delivered us a letter requesting our permission to return to kuropc by 
anv opportunity that might otter with which we complied 

35 Ilestdes the principal and interest of die two bonds lost at the capture 
rf Calcutta which in our last general address we advised vour honours to have 
paid oJT in consequence of sour orders we have discharged the amounts due 
on two others in the names of Dnrothv Bellamy and Underam Capprcc and 
have granted an interest note for what became due on the particular one 
mrrmonrd in your letter in the names of Messrs Manningbam and Frankland 
aert George and Marry Tipping observing conformably to tour directions 
to l>e fully satisfied in each ca c that the claimant was die legal representative 
ard to take from him the proper security and indemnification 

V Mr CamplwII has delivered in a letter to us m consequence of the 
accounts winch we required for exemplifying the regulations proposed by him 
in order to remedy the defects of die mint and we have the same now 
under our tonod ration Hr has also delivered in an Indent of some articles 
he i in want of for rhe same purpose which is accordingly enclosed In 
the paclrt 

V Ur have mntrd fr mi C «nm d nc Tinier a tf nsidrrahjr part <f 
t!ie ordnarcr ar ! st *r» I*-L ngmg r dir slop, VrJ~u\ and I nrl for wlmli 
wr granted him tl e p tuprt errtif atn aw! coj t f diem arr now transmitted 
10*4. 
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58 The marines of the former, not having arrived from camp m time 
to proceed on her to Fort St George, were embarked on board the Caernarvon 

39 The remammg men of the 84th Regiment were accommodated as 
advised m our last by Commodore Tinker, except a few whom Capt Mangm 
was obliged to leave behind from sickness These with Lieut Grant left in 
command of them and the detachment of the 96th Regiment consistmg of five 
officers and forty five men are now accommodated on the Vansittart , a list 
of them is transmitted as usual in the packet 

40 On the Calcutta were sent home a further number of the French 
men who have served m our military agreeably to the resolutions advised m 
our letter by the Devonshire and of whom a part was then returned, and the 
papers relating to their embarkation were forwarded in that ship’s packet 
to Bombay to be from thence transmitted to you with her general dispatches 
for Europe 

41 The goods and merchandize we have consigned to your honours by 
this ship amount to current rupees 9,49,700 Fifteen hundred bags of saltpetre 
and one hundred and twenty bales of piece goods, in part thereof have been 
shipped m consequence of offers made us by Capt Lewm as surplus tonnage 
at half freight, for which we therefore transmit you a seperate bill of lading 

42 We have further laden on her the usual supplies for your island of 
St Helena amounting to current rupees 1,248-5 and have granted on the usual 
terms die following setts of bills by her m part of the remaining five laaks 
to be drawn this season vizt at 365 days amountmg to C R 3,65,018-2-6 or 
£ St 42,585-7-10 
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LETTER DATED 8 FF13RUARY 1765 


Report the death of Aft r Ja/an— nomination of Najmtid Daulah as Navab 
proposed — perpetual assignment of 5 lakhs to the Company by the Ntrxab for 
defence of the province 

To the Hon'blc the Court of Directors for affair* of the Hon*blc United 
Company of Merchant* of England trading to the East Indie*. 


HonTjle Sir* 

\\ ) \\c base ads i*ed vou in the letter already addressed by thu »hip of the 
ill *ratc of the Naboh* health and arc sorry now to he obliged to add the 
certain information received this morning from the Resident at the Durbar 
of his demise about noon the 5th in*tant 

2. It i' at present Impossible for us to determine so hastily on the measures 
proper to be taken on so important an occasion but as vou will lie anxious 
to know the plan we arc intending to pursue we shall here just inform you of 
what immcdtatly occurs to us observing at the same time that considering 
the few members of the Board now at the Presidency we have called 
Mr Johnstone from Iiurdwan being so near at hand to assist «* m our 
deliberation* 

3 Tlie Nal»ol» has left three children behind him the eldest about sixteen 
rear old we base not a \crv fasorablc opinion of tins young man* abilities 
or character but as the rrmrnal of the »ueec*'ion out of the famdv of the 
late Nalxih might at tins critical juncture of affair* throw the country into 
cnnfu mn we propose to nominate him therein, gning him at umc tune 
fuilv to understand that he rccencs and must hold the government hv the 
influence and auihwm of the Company ‘ The younger children we must 
obvne arc as unequal to nnv actual charge from their minority as the 
other appears to Ik* from his incapacity In order therefore lo Mipph this 
want of a capable person in the famih we shall take everv precaution that 
j roper c fflerT* arc appointed for the management of the affair* of tlir 
nrrnmmr 




Mir Jafar and his son Miran 
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6 \\\ Imc nh<> gm tt tin n< < < tr\ flint imn m the subordinate factories 
on dm fVtiu and w< ln\t flu pli > iiw u> mfmm \nu th.it ui do not ns vet 
forcer ih.il am itmihlc’ .t»< hi < l\ ;<» oimk fi out it \\ i sh dl linnudiatly 
cimr into thr in mm vt «!t* * m*.t<>n of .dl tin < n < mmt.uu t s ,ut< ndmg this change 
and then fn.m ‘■mh t< ‘.■>iutn>m t m n ippr u t<> ns hist tuliuluud fot ilie 
Cotnjmn’*' imitcm md the y*»*d <>f du munit* tn tiim.nl And when we 
hue <o done *-h dl ippmnt i uimtimtu of tin limit d to punted to tin ntv 
tn ouhr to m it th< Miutoit on thrH.tn' *»i/ t.ul r i< tin i u solutions < fltcttially 
c.urird imn tv etmon 


Port Wiiltim, 

tin Sdi IVhru ir\ !7<o 

fl\r I ctidh'rJ} 


\\ * in with tin uk ate n icspcct 
Honoi.thli Sus 

Tout mo t faithful and obedient 
humble ‘ii \ant‘, 

sp ( n< < t ( S Pl.twlell / R<tl])h 
I < mi let / John Ihudctt 


I s' 

uem'.K »ati:d ii march ms 

Execution of Mir Ot's'tn <.nd surrender of diserlets as a coilditioil foi 
peace u.th Shitjaud-Daulah — full <>} ( hunarghar mid Allahabad and retreat 
of Shujmid.Dnulah~appreaat.on of Sir Robert I'h tiller's measures against the 
cncm\ — arrangements far i government of Bengal during minority of Najmud- 
Daulah — ixectilton of fresh treaty '.nth iX/ijinud-Daulah — agreement soith 
Bal scant Singh for pa\ment of res. emus of his ze mindan to the Company 

To the Ilon’blc the Court of Directors foi affairs of the Hon bl c United 
Compnm of Merchants of England tiadmg to the East Indies 

Hon’blc Sirs, 

1 We now continue by the slop Bute a detail of the few- occurrences 
under this Department since our last addresses by the Vansitlart of t ic t i an 
8th ultimo 

2 Immediately after her dispatch w-e met as you were advised to consider 
on the situation of our affairs with the King and Shuja Dowda, and the measures 
proper to be taken for bringing the war to as speedy a period as possible, 
and as our preliminary demand of the surrender of Mcer Cossim, Sombre an 
the deserters had appeared to be the principal obstacle, Shuja Dowla urging 
always that it was inconsistent with his honour to give up people who had 
fled to him for protection, it w r as agreed we should recede from that part o 
it which respected Cossim and Sombre provided he would himself cause to 
be executed die punishment we think due for their crimes by putting them 
to death m a publick manner as an act of justice, and so that we could be 
certified thereof and have no doubt that they were really die persons executed, 
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of his disposition to which nc had had some intimation. With regard to the 
deserters we were of opinion it vras proper stall to insist on their being delivered 
into our own hands as there was not the same reason for hu objecting to 
this part and m order that an example might be made to the army of their 
scandalous behaviour It was not however our intention in consequence to 
relinquish the suunutfs before obtained for the Temuvdarry of Bulwant Sing s 
countrr or vield the tern tore again to Shuja Dow la but if terms could have 
been revelled through the king for a peace in which the aforesaid ankle 
should be agreed to and the interest of His Majesty provided for to his satis- 
faction that he might not remain a burden to the Company without the 
absolute expulsion of Shuja Dowlt from all hts dominions as was at first 
proposed it appeared to us that it would be adnscablc to encourage such an 
o\ enure. 

3 Major Fletcher agTcrably to the advice in his letter of the 21st o! 
January ot which a copv was transmitted you having proceeded with his 
detachment to Ftvabad and sent Major Stibbert with the 
Conv 19 Feb remainder of the army to Chtnargur we have the pleasure 
to acquaint vou that both places after a very trifling opposition surrendered 1 at 
discretion on the 8th ultimo Shuja Dowla continued his precipitate retreat 
innards Lucknow the capital of the province of Oud and as by all our advices 
his affairs appear to he m the utmost confusion and jvartlcularly bis people 
entirely disaffected towards him and he has notwidt 
Com **th Teh ftan( j, n g made no further overtures for an accommodation 
we have mm determined to pursue immediately the advantages we have gamed 
over him and drive him entirely out of Ins country putting the king in 
posse* ton agreeably to our former resolution. NldjttfT Cann the Chief 
mentioned in the ‘’nd paragraph of our last address has since joined our armv 
with about 4000 horse 


4 No proper opportunity ha* vet offered to obtain from His Majesty 
the agrrrmrm we mentioned ro you in our last for defraying the expener* 
of die army since he joined it owing to the Kings not being with the part of 
the armv undeT Major Fletcher and with which Mr Marriott continued til! 
latclv but we doubt not of Ins rcadr acquiescence herein. 

5 In the supplement to our last letter we mentioned to you that we 
ill uighi ‘hr ftnbcri Fletclwr bad hazarded rather too much in the movement 
be made after receiving the command of the army It is with the greatest 
»ati fsiti >n we base now to oltscrve to you that the vigorous measures be 
put ucd have tiutrad of anv !»ad consequences lurn attended with the most 
hajrpv i ue hv reducing the rtiemv to the greatest distress am! we tlierefnrc 
Iteg leave t»» rr< tmmend htm tv your panicular nonce and favour 

f V u were ad»t»ed in our U»t letter I» the I an Sittart of the decease 
of the Nal h Merf JaPler of what then occurred to tlv on the ocrasion a* 
c ^ , t° the r^n proper to Ik- punuc l and that wr should 

* immediately enter into the matmest dorm ions of all the 

cmurmtances atirrdmg the change of government ami fnmi fur) such rrso- 
lilt -i at tnrdit ajTpear to uv IwM-olruiaird f» r the Company* Infemr ant! 
the p 1 * f tlie < untrt in gereral 

V c ati t bn Iv l*~*jn to meet for tlm | urpose in entuhattf-fl d»e 
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Cons 12tli Feb 


12th ultimo when the point of succession being first taken into consultation, 
it was agreed that it should continue in the family of 
Mccr Jaflicr, and in the person of his survmng eldest son 
Najem-o-Dou la, Mr Burdett only dissenting to this latter part m favour of 
his grand son, the son of Miran 2 

8 Ha\ mg afterwards considered the arrangements and regulations neces- 
sar) to be made in the Go\ eminent, 3 it was resohed on account of Najem-o- 

Dowlas minority and his entire ignorance in the affairs of 
Cons 14 Do Go\ eminent, haung been ne\cr in the least engaged therein 
till lie went up to the city about two months before, that the whole charge 
should not rest upon him nor upon Nundcomar in w'hom lie had expressed 
an inclination of reposing Ins entire confidence Since then the whole trust 
appeared roo great to be placed m one man, and that from former circum- 
stances in Nundcomar ’s conduct we had much reason to distrust him it was 
thought proper that another person should be appointed at die Board’s re- 
commendation in the capacity of Naib-Stibah, who should have immediately 
under the Nabob the chief management of all affairs , and no one at the same 
time appearing so fit for this trust as Mahomed Roza Cawn, the Naib of 
Dacca, lie was accordingly nominated for it Under this Natb-Subah it was 
agreed that the business of the collection of the revenues should be divided 
into two or more branches as might aftenvards appear proper, and die appoint- 
ment or dismission of the mutscddics of those branches and the allotment of 
dieir several districts be with our approbation, and that we should also be 
at liberty to point out and object when improper persons w'ere employed 
under them 

9 With regard to the monthly assignment of five laaks of rupees granted 
by Mcer Jaflicr to assist m defraying the cxpcnccs of our army, and which we 
proposed getting converted into a furdier fixed resource for that purpose, we 
agreed that Najcm-o-Dowla should for the present engage to continue it to the 
Company while the troubles obliged us to keep the army in ye field leaving 
the matter to be further and finally determined on when peace should be 
restored 

10 These points with a confirmation of die necessary articles of die last 
treaty with Meer Jaffier, lus son was to acceed to, previous to his being 

established by us in the subadaree A treaty was accord- 
lcDy ingly prepared conformable thereto, and a deputation 
appointed widi die proper instructions to get our resolutions carried into 
execution and we have the pleasure to acquaint you that after proper pains 
and attention taken to give Najem-o-Dowla the clearest 
Cons 28 Do anc j p] ainest notion of the several articles and of the sincerity 
of our intentions to support him on those conditions faithfully and steadily, 
he agreed to accept the treaty m the form it was offered and accordingly 
executed it on his part m the presence of die principal men of the Durbar 4 
He has been since pubhckly seated on the musnud by our deputies and pro- 
claimed everywhere m proper form , and we learn from those gendemen that 
he seems perfectly happy with what has been done for him and fully content 
to receive the government only from the Company and to rest himself entirely 
upon our advice and protection 

1 1 The effecting the execution of your orders for obtaining the reversion 
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of Lord Clive* jaghire to the Company is a principal point in the instructions 
to the deputation this appearing the most favourable 
Corn, H Feby opportunity that could have offered for that purpose. For 
\tmr information on the other point* we refer you to our Consultation of 
the 14th ultimo where they arc entered at full A copy of the treaty Is 
transmuted in the packet to which we also beg leave to refer you. 

11 Mr Cray having arrived at Calcutta took his scat at the Board just 
after the other members had formed their resolutions, and dissented from 
lhc first part of them* but as his arguments produced no alterations in their 
sentiments we have only to rcfcT you to the minutes on both sides 

13 The gentlemen of Fort St. George have advised us In an answer 
to the application mentioned in our last for a re lnforccracnt of troop that 

they purpose sending us about two hundred men, which 
On*. 25 Feby , 5 ihcy can possibly spare u» ami we have already 
received m part about fifty enlisted for tht* establishment by Lieutenant John 
Scagravc of Hi* Majesty * 79th Regiment 

14 We are al*o adn«cd from them of the arrival there of Mr Ijw* 
with four ship under hi* command and the ncce**arv powers which he pro- 
duerd to tlicm for receiving over the possession* to be restored to the French 
in India b\ virtue of the treats of peace He hat since left them to proceed to 
Tnwjucbar in order to receive hack ktrrical with its ancient district* after 
which they learn he purposes proceeding to Pondicherry and having sent 
persons co Mu suhpatam ^anam and Mahie to come to Bengal We received 
(nun them at same time a cop of )our letter of the 23rd of March last 
to the different Presidencies containing your more particular instruction* 
for tirrving inio execution the articles of the treaty which respects your 
affair* 

15 By all the information we could get the French at the Iveginmng 
>f tlir vrar I 49 possessed factories in thr*o pounces at Qiandernagorc Patna, 
fivdaltad Dacca ami Jugdia md vou were advhed In otic address hr the 
Oitrrlr\ that we had in con*e*picnee procured from the Nabob the necc**arv 
oriltr* fi r their restitution and dial! put the mmmi ant* in posse* Ion of 

mb i thrr proved their title to, agreeably to the treaty to which we shall 
c >nf >rm accordingly on the arrival of Mr I.aw 

Ifi But in an wer to vnur order* i>n the subject of the 22ml am fc we 
are t tnf itm \mt that we had l>efnrc mailr a strict hut entirely inrfTccinaJ 
tearili f r any pprr* winch might have fallen into our hand* in particular 
wi invi t inform uni that we know nothing of the seizure of their /dorm uiwd* 
at M r Itcdtl il if anv if their papers should hereafter api»rar they dull 
he dutv drtivctnl 

r I *r the prr*^nt *c have i nlv to add furtliet mi tins subject tlut sou 
max | la e an entire rcluticr «pn our attrtm m to sour dirrcti >n* to hsr 
« far a mas depend iijwm u» in futurr harmony with tin* rum n here taking 
rare at lhc imr nnir t | revent their (braining any undue Infiuetue in the 
« mtn 

t 11 M tattav having tetitol ti C utia k an f mamfrviid n » ford rt in 
trnti *v * * d tuil mg u we have cavnl \i o i f the rsj»mrc f thr driuhio ni 
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advised in our last to have been sent into the Midnapoor province in conse- 
quence of their motions this way, and recalled it to Calcutta 


19 We have received a letter from Mr Van Sittart at Fort St George 
referring to one which he was informed had, after his departure been delivered 


Cons 25 Feby 


m by General Carnac m which this gentleman had mention- 
ed him with the same -want of candour, 7 he had shewn on 


many former occasions, and informing us that he hoped to find a copy of 
the same with you , before whom he should make the truth appear and m the 
mean time that the consideration of the General’s not having produced the 
letter while he was present would prevent us or any others from being 
prejudiced by it This letter of the General’s with the papers therem mentioned 
are recorded on our Consultations of the 27th December and 31st January, to 
which we refer you 


We are with respect Hon’ble Sirs, 
Your faithful and obedient 

Fort William, humble servants, 

the 11th March 1765 J Spencer / George Gray / J Burdett 


Postscript 


1 Since writing the foregoing, we have recen cd letters from Mr Marriott 5 
at Benaris, advising of Bulwant Sing’s having returned, and enclosing copies 
of die agreements entered into with him for the revenues of his zermndanr 
to be paid the Company, of which for your particular information others are 
transmitted in the packet, and we shall immediately meet to consider the 
points dierein referred for our determination We ha\e also reccn ed a letter 
from General Carnac on the same subject and advising furtlier that the 
coming m of Bulwant Sing rendermg a force unnecessary in the parts pear 
Clnrnargur, he had left only a battalion to garnson the fort and cost th e 
rest of die detachment widi Major Stibbert o\er die Ganges, that tier tw 
proceed on to Ilhabad from whence he should march to reduce hxhioip a H 
such odier parts of Shuja Dowla’s dominions as had not yet suborned Jy, ° 

you will observe corresponds widi our resolution mentioned the 3 
paragraph 

2 We have also received a letter from die gentlemeti o{&ikp ut 

advising diat die Nabob has readily acquiesced in our appipy f Qr atl0n 
curing the reierse of Lord Cine’s jnglnrc , 5 and piom f ] pr °' 
immediately a proper grant confirming the same L 


Fort William, 
the 11th March 1765 
[Per Bute] 


We are with ,], rr - 

Hon o'- pecT 

Your mo* , 

J Spencur c 

Ct J Burdt 
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Request for European recruits for Ben gal-account of Burdxcan revenues — 
military appointments— Major Munro to be commended to His Majesty’s 
favour 

To ihc Honlile the Court of Director* for affairs of the HonTde United 
Company of Merchant* of England trading to the East Indie* 

Hon’blc Sir*, 

1 In our last address by the Vansitlart under date the 6th ultimo you 
were adrued of the safe arrival of the *lnp Bute from her Batavia vovage 
and that *hc this preparing to proceed to you as our last ship agreeably to 
her destination advised by the Devonshire She is novr accordingly dispatched 
to you with a full cargo as per invoice* and bills of lading tranimitted in the 
packet the former amounting to ( J. 

2. Fifteen hundred bags of her saltpetre liavc been shiped as surplus 
tonnage on the charter party terms of half freight of which 
Cmun. II Feby a 

seperatc invoice nnd bill of lading is therefore *cnt 

3 We have alio laden on her the uiual supplies for the Island of 
St. Helena amounting as per invoice and bill of lading enclosed to the Governor 
and Council to CRs. [ J. 

4 Agreeably to the advice in our letter of the 26th November the few 
remaining men of the 84th and the detachment of the 96th Regiments were 
returned to Europe on the I ansi t tart and Major Munro with the detachment 
of the 89th under his command now proceeds on this ship. 

5 When we dirccied Captain Lewin to receive on board those passengers 
we referred him to you for payment of the whole cxpcncc ngTCtablv to your 

commands in the 21st paragraph of your letter of the 

im,n * * 3 1st March 1763 He thereupon addressed us representing 

that his instruction' laid him under the necessity of requesting the same might 
l>c paid him Iictc agreeably to charter pans, and a< all your said agreements 
jsotmvrlr ipeeifr that the sum of £10 to the owners ihall be paid in India 
for even charter partv passenger embarked for Furope we directed the amount 
due on that footing to lie accordingly paid him out of our 

** ** f * treasury hut referred him as before for what was due to 
himself for enimainmg the officer* at hi' table We have done in like manner 
with respect to the detachment embarked on board the Bute 

6 Captain larwm in hf» said letter al«» requested we would put on Imard 
a quantity t f strong liquor for the use of die private men or chc allow him to 

r - n v rd-ms P f,MM ^ c 0 *°PP^ V the Gimpanv » rxpencr An applura 
n * Tu ’ ti n of the like nature has Iwen a!*o »mcr made hr Captain 
Maitlan I with this furtlirr ad Iitmn that w r would male him an allowance of 
t mna r f n them Rut as wr had tv t rrtctvetl such from any of the com 
pund-r wh» carried home V |* last *ea« ti and we bail motrmrr no 
dirvtti ms form v au cn this subject w r base rrfrrnl them to he answeteil \*J 
scunrlirs 
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7 The Lord Anson imported with us the 1st instant but we are extremely 
sorry to remark to you that the length of her voyage has proved fatal to most 
of her recruits from the scurvey and other distempers which raged among them, 
no less than 284 having dyed before hei arrn al m the Rivei We immediately 
ordered all die relief m our power from fresh provisions &ca to be sent down 
die River to die survivors, and we hope most of them will now recover 

8 We yet hear nothing of die Prince of Wales from which we cannot but 
conclude that the recruits intended by her have too severely experienced the 
same calamity and as dierefore our engagements widi the new Nabob (as you 
are advised from die other Department) leave the entire defence of the pro- 
vinces upon us 1 and the troops we have here already must unavoidably be 
much reduced in die field by the contmuance of the war, we cannot but press 
your honors for a further recruit as soon as possible and we must repeat as a 
further argument for your complyance, the disproportion of our European 
force to die number of seapoys we are dierefore obliged to entertain, the 
dangerous consequence of which we have so much experienced in their fre- 
quent mutinies at die most critical junctures At the same time you will 
immediately perceive die necessity of dieir dcpai ture (from the mstances before 
mentioned) at a more -early season and at die same time we must also repeat 
our earnest application for a proper supply of small arms 

9 The Leopard's cargo having been compleated, she received her dis- 
patches for Fort Marlbro the 11th ultimo and we at same time came to the 
resolution of supplying that Presidency annually widi die quantity of 200 
chests of opium unless they should advise otherwise 

10 We are advised from Fort St George of the safe arrival diere of the 
Caernarvon on the 26th of January 

11 We have determined nodimg yet m respect to the disposal of the 
Lapwing till we hear from those gentlemen whether or not diey have any 
material service on which to employ her for your benefit She is no longer 
under the same commander, Capt Griffin having quitted her with our per- 
mission m order to proceed to Fort St George where his private business called 
him, and we thereupon appointed Mr Alexander Wilson, the Chief Officer, 
well recommended by Capt Griffin, to the command of her We at the same 
time called upon Capt Griffin for his account of the bullion put on board the 
vessell which on his delivering in the whole appeared expended in necessaries 
for her use at the places where she touched, and wages to different persons 
discharged here and a ballance due to Capt Griffin of £43-8-4)4 The same 
was accordingly reimbursed him 

12 Captn Maitland has also delivered m to us his account current on 
his Batavia voyage, the ballance whereof bemg m your favor — rix dollars 
1,692-37 or AR 2,708-5-4, he was accordingly directed to pay into the treasury, 
besides the said sum, he advanced to Mr Francis Jourdan at Batavia who 
was late one of the Council at Manilla, 2,600 rix dollars to enable him to pay 
off the money which Mr Jourdan himself informed us was taken up to pay 
the King's troops while there 

13 Captam Roch of the Fort William delivered in a letter to us re- 
presenting from the copies of letters accompanying it which he transmitted 
you from those places, the necessity of his putting m at the island of La Cruiz 
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and the Cape of Good Hope and supplying his recruits with fresh provisions 
and other refreshments and requesting we would reimburse him his expence 
on those accounts. For the particulars we refer you to hi* letter and our Con 
sultation of the "tit instant on which it is recorded We at the same tune 
paid him the ballance of freight agreed to be discharged in India the whole 
amounting to £S 2^44-0-6 

14 Some accounts of the Burdwan revenues received just after the 
I onsittarts dispatch were ordered to be transmitted in the packet to }our 
Secretary We have since received a letteT from the gentlemen there advising 
us that the Rajah had applied to them for permission to levy from the ralts 
{robots] a talamy of adda mha or half a month on account of the birth of a 
son as had been usual on such occasions. This application having been con 
sidcrcd it was not thought proper to compW therewith hut agreed however 
that the ballance* of former years which had been collected in the course of the 
present should be given up m part compensation for the salary and that as 
much more should be advanced him out of the treasury of the said province 
as would com pi cat to him on occasion the sum of one laah of rupee*. 

15 Taking at the same time into consideration the great deduction that 
would this season arise in the tents of the province from so many farms 
purchased at outcry l>clng relinquished and held coat and the allowance* 
winch it would he found nccessarv to make for losses by overflowings in the 
comer lands as also the disposal of the lands after the expiration of the 
outcrv terms this year it was agreed on the subject of the first point that 
the sum of thirtv two laaks should be stipulated at for the mo/gu ary of the 
pn ent vear which is the same as it was settled by Mr Sumner With regard 
to the disposal of the land the second point considered die most eligible 
rrveth x\ appeared that of putting them up at outcry as beforc In teperate lots 
for the terms of 3 Years and with the restriction that no huropcan should he 
primmed to hid 

16 Hie neccssarv directions were nccordinglv given to the Chief amt 
t mnul oWmng *o them tint the stipulation of the present vear was not 
t » Ik- esteemed as a precedent hut a resolution in respect to u only for ibe 
reasons mentioned 

17 These gentlemen have al o transmuted us the plans we mentioned In 
our last to have required of them which answering the object in view of 

< n it p b securing die factorv from anv sudden irruptions of horse 

n n * T fuel without putting die O mpanv to the large expener 
i f a fort we have directed litem to cam into execution. 

1 M Ur l*eg leave to refer vou f »r the usual account transmitter! m the 
I 51 krt s f d ie decrease and increase of sour insistment of jhis season Wr 
base httheft i made the neers arc adsaners to the different sul* rdmare* ami 
the *rm nn f >t the ensuing season* ami we expect to !«• able to stipplv them 
in uch manner that sour tin wdl !«c fulls u tnj bated m particular wr must 
n it r 1 1 v m that the part pr mdrd at Omtagonp ha this wawm much 
ext res' r ! the f trmrr jmixi i n that the grntlrmrn luvr ajijlscd to us f -f 
an a barer f two Ual» s*f tuj'rr inf eft nng tit that thnr ecjx-ct with do 
a it ante n l< jl' n ci tnj Vat tli wh i f their h t 

Mr |*vjh fSriclr n having drlisrrrd m a letter to m rn~i*iny t» 
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make considerable impioiemcnts in the silk maiiufacuue and accompanying 
it with samples of that article wound up under his dncctions from cucons 
collected near Calcutta, which appeared to he much supcrioi m the winding 
to what is generally produced from the same place, wc ha\c agreed m order 
to give his proposal m a fair tryal, and to enable us to judge how fai it may be 
attended with benefit to the Company, to pci nut him to piocced to Cossim- 
bii7ar factory, and imest to the amount of about 20,000 rupees and the gentle- 
men there ha\c had the nccessaiy directions in consequence 

20 With the other papers of the packet is an addicss to you from General 
Carnac which lie informs us contains his acknowledgements foi the hon’ble 
distinctions you have been pleased to shew him, 2 and explaining and apolo- 
gizing for the cause of his having for some time declined accepting the service, 
after his rc-appomtmcnt 

21 The particular objection against complying with Cajit Jennings’s 
application for a majority "that w'c ncvci before had Field Officer m the 
Corps of Artillery”, being now' removed by the appointment of Sn Robeit 
Barker to the rank of Colonel and Major Munro, having also warmly lequested 
his promotion in addition to the former recommendations in his favor, we 
hate thought it unnecessary to wait for your answer to our representation on 
this subject and ha\c accordingly appointed him a Major 

22 Captains George Hay of the cavalry and George Whichcott of die 
battalion have, since our last, resigned your service, and take passage to Europe 
on this ship, the usual certificates having been granted them of their good 
behaviours 

23 We have appointed Captain John Graham, captain of cavaliy, m 
consequence of Capt Hay’s resignation , and Captain Whichcott having last 
year been permitted to exchange a commission m the King’s scivice for one 
on dus establishment, and being now' desirous of resigning die same in favoi 
of Captain McPherson of the Bombay Detachment, who was strongly re- 
commended to us by Major Munro for his good behaviour in the late cam- 
paign, W'e appointed Capt McPherson accordmgly, a captain on dus establish- 
ment on die resignation of the former gentleman w'lth Ins rank on the Bombay 
establishment 

24 Lieut John Seagiaie of His Majesty’s 79th Regiment liavmg enhsted 
a company for this establishment out of the regiment, and His Majesty’s 
marine, we have also granted him a captain’s commission 

25 Lieut Fredrick Vincent of the same regiment, takes passage on dus 
ship having been permitted by his Commanding Officer when at Batavia, to 
proceed home by die w r ay of Bengali 

26 Wc have appointed Capt Lewis Du Gloss to whom we had befoie 
granted a brevet in the corps of engineers, an additional surveyor on this 
estabhshment and Mr Robert Huntei who w'as late a surgeon at Fort Marlbro’, 
a supernumerary at dus Presidency We have appointed Mr Madiew Allen 
belonging to die 96th Regiment, a supernumerary surgeon to the army 

27 We beg leave to recommend to you for an appointment on die list 
of civil servants, Mr Francis Gladwin', a gentleman who has wrote for some 
time under the Secretary and well recommended by him for his assiduity 

28 Of the Frenchmen ordered on board die Calcutta to be transported 

Vol IV— 21 
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home by the way of Bombay tome were returned not hit mg armed below 
in umc for the ship and a list of them is therefore enclosed in the packet 
that you may recover from her owners the amount paid Captain Thomson 
for accomodating them at the stipulated rate of £10 per mam 

29 These with the oilier few remaining would have been sent home by 
this opportumt) had there been any possibility of Captain Maitland s nccom 
modating them on board. 

30 We ha\c drawn on )ou by this ship the remainder of the twenty 
laaLi of this season as per register annexed. Besides which we Iiavc granted 
bills to Major Munro for a laak and an half of rupees as follows n_t 

Current Rs. 1,00,000 for Inmsclf 

25,000 for his officers 

and 

25,000 for the regiment 

and certificate* to Capt Maitland for CRs. *13,200 io Mr Charles Deane 

Chief Mate of the Bute for 3.240 and Mr W illiam Pcirson Ihirscr for 8,610 

31 Considering the particular sen ices rendered the Company b) Major 
Munro and his officers that it lias not been in their power to make any 
remittances b) former conveyances and the difficulties it would subject them 
to to leave the whole of their property in India and as it has been assisting to 
u as well as obliging them we hope on duel) weighing all circumstances 
that this addition will neither be inconvenient or disagreeable to )ou 

32 The ccrufkatc* to Capt Maitland and bis officers and the amount 
received in pan of the principal and profits of their voyage arc not included 
in the ballancc of the twentv laaks because not appl)cd for till aftcT the 
clow: of the register \3c agreed however to gTant them on account of the 
particular clause at the end of tour established indulgence and as the whole 
amount would I* so small an addition to the rest though at die same time 
a very great inconvenience to the concerned it refused it is necessary to 
remark that l>csidci the drafts granted we received applications for remittances 
bt this *hip to a very considerable amount 

33 As Major Munro is now proceeding home and we think the Company 
«> much indebted to him for Ins great services while in the command of the 
army we cannot conclude without referring you to the particular mention 
we made i f them in our addrc'v hr die Dewnthtre tliat vou mav take the 
proper notice thereof on bis arrival The recommending lum to lbs Majesty 
a* requested in the paragraph Is a point we must particularly repeat and urge 
as dur to hi* great merit. 

Supp/rmcnl 

I Hie Imp tt Ware Jlmsc Krej^r lus tint day delivered In the 
account * f the Bit general »a!e made die *dt In tant amounting to curtail 
rupees * V? [M rrtnarling at the f «ot dial though live nn remaining in the 
ware It aw Ins l<cn e\\ rwd dime no person las « flcird even the inwmr 
P'ur f *r It ar ! tint ih small quantity * I c< pprt j ut up to sale Is du- teas' n 
wbr this atttcle now v l *o much Iwtirr dun at dir bit ouirrr The auoont 
i» ttarsmttM vuu n thr \ atVei as »!w an aummt sale < f dir damaged p 1* 
irmimiog in tf rvpmt warr !i 
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2 The Export Ware House Keeper has delivered in a lettei complaining 
of the ill management of the gomastahs at the minings both in respect to the 
provision of your investment and die leaving large ballanccs lemam uncollected 
at die close of every season and dierefore recommending our sending a covenant 
sen ant to die principal ones of Hurriaul and Buddaul winch are contiguous 
to each other and if die business is found to be better conducted undei his 
direction that then die long proposed scheme of placing all the minings under 
your servants be carried into execution , and we shall take die same accordingly 
into consideration immediately after die dispatch 

3 Mr Plaisted has also delivered in a letter requesting we would re- 
commend him to you for obtaining the same standing on this establishment 
as he would have had, had he continued at Bombay from Ins appointment 
there in the station of a factor, and dtat he might also afterwards rise m the 
service in the usual course, and as he has always manifested great attention 
and assiduity in whatever blanch he has been employed we cannot but 
readily comply with this his request and hope he will meet with your mdulgence 
therein 

4 Capt Lieut Paul Neidrich of the artillery has further addressed us re- 
questing our permission to resign your service with which we have accordingly 
complyed granting him the usual certificates 

5 We have also received an application from Captain Roch of the Fort 
William for certificates for die amount of the ballance of freight and disburse- 
ments paid him here which wc have complied with 

6 And Captain Maitland has delivered in die usual piotest for not receiv- 
ing his dispatches this day agreeably to charter party, a copy of which is 
transmitted in the packet 

Fort William, We are &ca, 

the 1 1 tli March 1 765 (Signed) John Spencer / Clias Staffd 

[Original per Bute ] Playdell / John Burdett / George Gray 
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End of war with Sliujaud-Daulah and treaty with Shah Alam — Shujaud- 
Daulah’s relations with Napbud-Daulah — Bengal to pay 5 lacks per month 
for its defence — settlement with Najmud-Daulali regarding Clive’s jagir — 
Northern Circars to be secured for the Company to check French designs — 
measures to check mortality among troops during voyage — appreciation of 
Major Munro’s services 


T 


O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the East Indies 


Hon’ble Sirs, 

1 I addressed myself to you by the Vansittart respectmg my own parti- 
cular situation m your service in consequence of your orders by the Lapwing 
Duplicate thereof accompanys this, so that I have very little to add, having 
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referred m\ ca*c to vour justice except to remark on the endeared dmagree- 
ablcne** of m) situation from my bang obliged to remain nt the request of the 
gentlemen of Council a* noticed in the duplicate- B\ this I am now fhtit up 
for the rain* as the season is too far expired to think of going to Bombay till 
after the rams acn if Lord Cine was soon to arrive but of whom we yet hear 
nothing I am however \cry happy that vour affairs arc so lthclv to be bene 
filed b\ mv *ta\ at so critical a juncture and which might otherwise have been 
thrown into the utmost confusion. 

2. \ou have in our General Letter from the Pubhch and Secret Depart 
menu, an account of jour affairs here however it may lie ncccssarj bj waj 
of elucidation for me to something on some points, and which gives you 
the trouble of this letter 

3 ^ ou will sec that the warr with Suja O Duwb is nearly brought to an 
liappj period by it s being I believe out of his power to girc vou any material 
disturbance He is di*po**c**ed of the principal part of the country he held 
and his forces wall never 1 hope make head again with ans effect and when 
General Gamac po**cs*cs himself of Iaicknow ' which 1 make no doubt a few 
clay* will effect lie will then hate no footing left His troops arc mostly di* 
per Hal and disheartened and mam have abandoned hi* parts and come over 
to the King who i* going to and will now be settled in V liabad and Ik put m 
|Kr»*es ion of Suja O Dowla s country on the term* of treaty When »c have mi 
done there end our engagements with lum and there they ought to end f< r 
f cannot but think that more di*tant engagement* would at la*t prose ruinous 
to vour affaits and shall not therefore be adopted by me nor l hope liv dime 
that may hereafter succeed to the management of jour affair*. 

4 The king dius seated and countenanced b\ u* we have rcawm to Ik lieu, 
will be able to support litm*elC without anv way invobmg u*. Our plan 1 to 
tease him there as toon a* we can and return to the frontier* of tltesc prouncr* 
or rather in the Caziporc country a* igned to you a* you will see in our advice* 
for uni mu t alwavs canton troop*, so a to cover these provinces at all times 
am! dies should l>c a Urge proportion of vour troops not onh a* a more health 
Inti tiuattt n hut a ncccs arr to prc*enc vour influence in tliesc province* 
likcwiH The King so situated will Ik a good barrier to tin coutitrv and we 
shall not need t » appTclieml from lum 

5 ^mi wdl pi caw: to oliwrrvc tint till* warr with Suja O l>mb lia never 
Itren a mailer < f choice Inn of aim lute nccc itv ami the same In Id* good 
t^'l’ecnng die treaty with die King h would have l>ccn prudent in u and 
it **a imr ife»iic n it to luvc rtitirclv ruined Suja 0 Dowb Ihu to Jiavc bail Inm 
rather a hatritf I*ct*iin u ami other pmrf*. could we have once brought him 
n a t rmttem that it wa* hi real in err*t t > luvc lern cm friendly irrro with 
u ^ m will Mr in ll»c ctmrM- « f our jvrocetding* that thi* wa i*ur dc*ur even 
after the futile f linear luit lie c umnoed ultimate an 1 tin we were alv 
hd H n imfrr t aund cngjgvmcht with the King I m when he flighted all 
i *crturr* amt anv meriting no ihu part waned to pti bur the contrary effect 
* mr intrmt i •mpefhtl »» t wt tin King j r*rf again t hi ami ofninu 
tfir trnj Ur »r were n «t i! ttfmirxd t drvtloY the Mu ulman | mrr wh*h 
wav art! dlv inunuatnl ami which our m t receiving the King wihjVI |«a»r Ihji 
i *nfm«*l ai t |V«r*cT stminll. t talk bed a l«cl»rf tliat our real view wefy 
< mi 1 live «rrp*ir fr *m tl eir lut it 
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6 Thus situated, we had no otbci system to act by, but that we have 
adopted, and happy I am that I have had such a shaie m restablishing [sic] 
your alTaits here You will sec that we, since our engagements with the King, 
have even receded so farr as to consent to rcccne as a satisfaction, that Mil 
Cossnn and Sumro should he punished by him, (instead of being delivered up 
to us) as an act of justice for the blood they have so unjustly spilt, provided we, 
through the King, could ha\c brought about a peace in which the interest of 
the King could hate been also considered, but this took no effect, and there 
now seems no othci choice but foi the King to hold the country in his own 
name and support proper people under him In short to leave him die entire 
management of those countries except that part next to Bengal assigned to you 
as mentioned in our advices. Even that, had circumstances made it lequisitc, 
or that we could thereby have procured peace satisfactory to all patties, we 
should not ha\ c been averse even to have given up m some degree our preten- 
tions to, had that been the only obstacle to so desirable an end as a solid 
accommodation would be, having an eye in this to the reluctance you so justly 
express to new expeditions or distant acquisitions But as matters arc circum- 
stanced, it was but om duty to secure you such funds as we could, to support 
so hca\y a warr 

7 Suja O Dow la is retired from Lucknow r and the province of Oud, and is 
said to be gone to seek refuge and assistance among the Rohillas, a power 
situated near Delli, undei Nejib O Dow'la 2 who is their head, but it's a power 
under independant chiefs who do not draw together, and though Nejib O 
Dowla and Suja O Dowla have outwardly professed friendship, yet it’s a truth 
that their disagreements about the division of pow'ci have been the chief 
obstacle to the King’s acquiring influence in the empire, and though they 
nc\cr came to a rupture about it, yet it’s a point on which they always greatly 
diffeied I cannot indeed pretend to say he will not assist him in distress, espe- 
cially if he is possessed still of treasure, yet I bcheve they wall make no great 
effort in his behalf, being themselves involved with the Jauts and Marattas 
who support Gazo Dm Khan, the late Vizier's mtcrest, and who are of course 
enemies to Suja O Dowla, die mortal enemy of Gazo Dm Khan Cossim Alii 
has been plundered of his effects, and is now an object from which we have 
nothing to fear in future Where he is retired I do not yet exaedy know but 
I believe that Ins fate, and that of Suja O Dowla subsequent to it, will imprint 
such an idea in the minds of diese eastern people of us, as will deter die chiefs 
of dns empire from disturbing the peace of these provinces m future, especially 
while diey are convinced we are on our guard 

8 Thus are our affairs situated up country, and you may rest assured of 
my vigilance while I remam in power here, to seize every opportunity to benefit 
them as far as it can be consistently done I shall now proceed to make some 
observations on our tiansactions m consequence of the demise of Jaffir Alii 
Khan, the late Nabob 

9 We have diought it most prudent to support Ins eldest son m die 
government, as pointed out by the late Nabob Certainly he is not equal to 
such a charge, but as much so, or more, than any of the family To have 
sought for any one out of the family might, as affairs are circumstanced, have 
been attended With very evil consequences to your affairs and the country m 
general at this juncture besides the appearance of injustice it w'ould wear, 
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and what vrc have done is consonant to your late orders to support Jaffir and 
his family This therefore was our plan as to the successor and our proceedings 
now sent home shew the steps we have taken to prevent too much power falluig 
into any one man s hands under him especially in those of Nundocaraar * 
whose cul disposition to our affair* in general is too notorious to you and us, 
but during the time of the late Nabob it was thought too disgusifull a measure 
to enforce his removal. We shall however by the measures pursuing reduce 
his power wuhm moderate bounds if not prevail on the Nabob totally to 
remove him which must depend on the advices of our deputies at Muxadabad 
who arc now there carrying our agreement with the Nabob into execution 

10 To present revolutions or changes In future we thought it safest for 
\our affairs to let the defence of the provinces lay on u* and us only or in 
fact that there should be no military force but yours. This will put it out of 
the power of any one ever m future to disturb your affairs by commotions or 
otherwise and also gi\c you a sufficient fund for such military force I would 
ha\c fixed this at fi\c lacks per month by rendering the temporary assignment 
of tliat sum a perpetual one but this being thought by some to betr too hard 
on the provinces, it is modified as you will see in the treaty My sentiments 
are that considering the ha7ard your affairs ha\c from time to time ran your 
heavy expenees of sending out and maintaining troops and the heavy di»« 
apointmcnt vou have sustained in your investment* that such a sum should 
\k assigned you for vour military cxpcncc as would leave you the major part 
meaning of your revenues as a rcsoursc for your trade and 

Hurd wan &cx other expenees or In other words, that as your forces 

defend die provinces the pronnees should pay them and this in fact 
will be the case still till your pleasure on this head is known ns to the 
force vou will add to vour present destined number of Furopeans to 
vour establishment of this season. And it will be necessary tliat you arc 
explicate (or if you point out that the provinces us situated should pay this full 
sum of fne lacks only mention it in your letters as your intention and It will 
lw done without hesitation Tins step will so effectually preserve your In 
fluencr Iictc and on a footing not to l>c shaken that I cannot but most earnest 
l\ recommend it m you to make vour establishment here including four com 
j»anics i f artillery four tlwmsand Furopeans Tills would lie a force full 
adequate to all purposes respecting the country gmemment lessen your 
dcp*-ndancc on sepoys whmc numl>ets In proportion to jour Furopeans liair 
at all times rendered them so extremely dangerous ns has l>ecn so fatally 
c\j>rricncrtl last year ami which ought to l>c lessened as soon as prudently mat 
Ih- and null an I uropcan force would put it out of the power of and deter 
anv ether I utojean nan m from attempting to disturb you in vour present 
m 1 tc aupu iiKins especially co-operating with ifir force you late determines! 
to Vrvp up also on the coast of Coromandel Tim great object was my motive 
f r s«rminin- to you a permanent fund to enable you to keep such a firfrc 
as »b mM put sour affairs out i f all hazard and as It stands In the ttcaty 1* 
will ju’ wnlaUir W whatever you ptrasc I » base it and happy will alwav* 
l< the reflet* ntimr that 1 have Ixm in anv degree Instrumental In putnn r 
yiuit affairs nn fl nsridnn s a ting as they n mr arc 

1 1 The p her a ! In* n» to the treaty ami n ir | r vmlin s thereon steal 
vi planlr fn* themselves as to need no rrmaik here 1 base ihrtef nc imljr t » 
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obscnc that this was so fair an opportunity to secure to you the reversion of 
Lord Cine s jaghire that I thought it a duty not to let it slip in expectation of 
his nrrnal, when the go\ eminent being once settled it might not be so easily 
effected, especially as Lord Cine had not the connection with, or knowledge 
of, the present Nabob that he had with Mir Jaffir It was therefore made a 
part of the mstiuctions to our deputies, and I hate die pleasure to advise you 
that the Nabob has consented to cede to you this considerable addition of 
rupees 2,22,000, to youi estate here, and which will in due time relieve you from 
the disagrcablc circumstance of being accountable to any one for this jaghrre, 
which by changes might lia\c fallen into very improper hands 

12 You arc adwsed that Mr Lais is arrived on the Coast of Coromandel 
at the head of the French affairs in India I do not expect him here till May, 
nor is anj one vet armed here In the mean time I am taking every measure 
that appears necessary to present their acquiring any other influence than is 
by treaty intended they should Iiasc, and as a necessary precaution, I have 
wrote to the Commanding Officer of the army and your Chief at Benares, to 
be sigilant that no emissary of Mr Law’s endeavours to procure prmatcly any 
improper grams from the King, which Mr Lasv’s former connections svith him 
might prompt him to ask and the King to grant And this nesv connection 
of ours with the King I look on in this respect as a most fortunate circumstance 
Immediately on forming it, I wrote to your President at Madras to know 
svhether any grants from the King, or what, could bentfit your affairs that way, 
either by confirming the Nabob more fully there, or othersvise In answer 
Mr Palk has requested of me to endeavour to procure for you the right by 
< nnnwds to the five Northern Circars 4 adjacent to Masuhpatam which would 
put your affairs with Ni7am Alh, the acting Suba of the Decan on a more 
respectable footing These I am privately managing at the request of Governor 
Palk through General Carnac, to prevent it's giving umbrage, which measure 
I take it for granted I shall succeed m, without expcncc, and it will be more 
necessary to prevent the French designs that way, who, notwithstanding tire 
restriction of treaty, may be led to fortify drcmselvcs with every plausible grant 
or protection they can, and tins previous precaution of our& will add to the 
security of your already valuable possessions on that coast 

13 The only thing I could think of to benefit your affairs on the Bombay 
establishment would have been to enlarge your grants at Surat, by procurmg 
sunnuds for the whole, leaving it to the consideration of tire gendemen to use 
them or not, but as such grants might only serve to excite the jealousy of your 
Maratta neighbours, and would perhaps unite them and the Moors drat way 
against your interest, I thought it most prudent to desist, and leave things there 
as they at present arc, and if such grants should be hereafter found necessary, 
it would always be m our power to procure them 

14 The burthen of the war before the assignment of the 5 lacks per 
month, fell so heavy on you that almost every rupee was diverted to the purposes 
of ir, and this unavoidably You have felt it in your investments of the past 
season, however even in them you will find more done than considering every 
thing, could have well been expected This must also account for the large 
drafts on you this year , much more was tendered, and with convemency to 
your affairs here might have been received, but the consideration of the m- 
conveniency such drafts might be of to you at home with held our hands, and 
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I hope those drafts tint necessity alone ha* compelled us to give will be 
approved of 

15 The draft* on the whole will be about 22 lacks of rupees by the three 


ships of the season Our invoices by them will be better than 27 lack* 

We liavc remitted to China b) the Argo 10 

Tlic draft* from Bombay answered b) u* and the amount *cnt them 
in petre falls very little short of 9 

The draft* from Madras on u* and our supplies of opium to the \\ cst 
Coast will be little short of 3 

49 licks 


vi that you will please to observe that exclusive of the drain on us for the 
support of the warr we lnvc applied 49 lacks and upwards to your mercantile 
purpose* of the season And well knowing the high importance of it to jou 
it lias Iiccn my itudy to promote by every mean* m ray power your mercantile 
interest* which the fatality of the times till Lately hare made almost a secondary 
object with your tenant* here I mean not in thi* any reflection on thetr 
conduct a» you have manv valuable *cnant* here but to *hcw the situation 
vour affair* have been in I liavc the pleasure to advise you that you have 
i fair prospect of a Large investment for the ensuing season timely advances 
iiaving l>ccn made for this purpose within these two months and being thus 
carlv and to the extent of what has l>ccn required at each aruitg amounting 
to upwards of twenty lack* already I Ivavc the greatest hopes therefrom and 
shall particularly attend to keep the arun^s and factories in thi* respect as 
fullv supplier! as our circumstances will admitt of and if possible to *cnd a 
further supply to China. 

16 ^ou will observe no less than 25000 bag* of saltpetre sent to Bomluy 
in the course of tins season this is intended not so much to *upply their wants 
of this reason as to give them a ^car* petre beforehand thereby to ease you of 
the demurrage and inconvcnlenciet arising by laic dispatches from that Bren 
denry which lias for several year* past been obliged to keep its ships till the 
arrival nf the petre from Bengal Ircforc they could be loaded and which was a 
hraw burthen on >nur afTair* that way and which hr this step will be 
rrmmtd and h) it 1 hope \nn will not liavc anv ships on hand In India pft>* 
vi led tlicr arrive in time to l>c sent home but as l>eforc observed the /v-nf is not 
vet arrives) nor liavc we any advice this wav of the Adnnral Vocock since her 
putting back to \nlo on lirr war from Manilla Should she return to India in 
time she i* destined one of vour homeward ships from Bnmhar 

P Tlw gentlemen at live West Coast within the course of eight months 
past have liail large supplies of opium sent tlirni and *cn»ih!c of the lmj»or 
tame of it tn vour interest tlirrr it is fixed dial diev liavc large annual supplies 
i f that material article agreal 1c i • their indent ami Uuh at Bnmliay ami 
here the welfare » f that otal h hmrnt os far a* lias |»cen in mr power alwav* 
hail particular attmtnn shewn to it 

|h One circumttancr more I have in nbvnr l>ef *c I tL>se thi atblress 
ard tliat ft m a me me nf humanity anti at the um time as It # of the utmost 
imj utance tn \ njr aPaits respecting dir tn rps sent out The tad mortality 
Iry d r tjr*J lot n i pntHrs! ami worse is | i Ik- apf*rhrodnl from the Pn*t < 
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of 1 Vales, which ship we hear nothing of since hci leaving Sta Ciuz Late 
dispatches do not answer for the com cyancc of troops to India in crowded ships, 
as the length of the passage is generally attended with fatal consequencies 
It was a case of necessity this year, but m such eases the commandcis should 
posnnelv be enjoined to touch at such ports as conveniently may be to refresh 
their people, and some ampler provision made of wine &ca for refreshing and 
heai temng the sick in the course of the voyage, the want of which and a suffi- 
cient stock of medicines to such an cnci eased numbci of people, added much 
to the mentality on board But an early dispatch, and thcicby shortening 
the passages, will he the surest preservame of yom troops 

19 Major Munio now leaves us, w'hosc eminent sen ices speak so much 
for themsehes as to lca\c little necessity to remark on the publick conduct of 
this \aluable officer It is, how'ever, but doing justice to his private character 
to say it is in all lcspccts amiable, and this happy disposition in him produced 
the unanimity and spirited conduct m our troops at the impoitant battle of 
Bu\ar which broke the force of Suja O Dowla His conciliating obliging temper 
made everything between him and the Board pass on with such unanimity as 
has been productive of happy effects, and I shall, as the last act of justice in 
my power, beg lea\e to recommend him m the strongest terms to youi notice 
He has mentioned to me the sen ices of Major Pemblc,’ 1 who came down m the 
command of the Bombay Detachment , he ranks here ne\t to Major Champion, 
and as from the importance of your affairs here, officers of his rank and expen- 
encc in the country arc so highly necessary, I beg leave to recommend him to 
your notice, to fix him in the lank he now holds on this establishment His 
services when at Manilla, and now here, render him worthy of this distinction, 
and Major Munio will, if necessary, bear ample testimony of his merit, and he 
is of himself so esteemed here, that lie w'ould be received without objection by 
your officers m general 

20 It is not, I hope, necessary to urge here, that I have been perfectly 
disinterested in my transactions relative to the Government or odierwise, and 
that what has appeared to me the best calculated for die general and lasting 
good both of the Honourable Company and the country has been, to the best 
of my judgement, adopted and steadily pursued, and I hope such a foundation 
is now laid, as that your influence and power in this country w'lll not be easdy 
lessened in future, and that diese provinces will be free from the calamities 
that they have sustained, which a litde vigilance on our side, and your firmly 
supporting from home the plan now' adopted as in the treaty, will at all times 
prevent Let me also add my hope that my endeavours for the general good, 
and your interests in particular may meet your approbation, which will give 
me particular satisfaction whatever may be the success of my application to 
you in my address accompanying this, it having been my constant endeavour 
during a series of 24 years to manifest myself on all occasions a faithfull servant 
of the Honouiable Company 


Fort William, 

the 14th of March 1765 

[Per Bute'] 


I have the honor to be with respect 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
J Spencer 
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LETTER DATED 30 SEPTEMBER 1765 

Sudden and unxcarrantable acquisition of riches by Company s servants — 
all pervasive spirit of disobedience and tndtsciphne — military also affected by 
the spirit of aiance — CIn.es praise for General Canine's integrity — possessions 
to be confined to Bengal Bihar and Orusa — reasons for restoring Shujaud 
Daulah s do mi mo ns — Clive s vtevs about the poveers of a Governor and Ins 
Counal — expediency of a Select Committee — suggests appointment of Madras 
cniltans to Bengal establishment — ban on use of dajtak* by renters ineffectual 
— increase in Company s revenues by the acquisition of Diwani — attitude of 
Indian poxcers toxrards the English — regulations for trade in salt betel nut and 
tobacco — i encroachment of the military upon the civil jurisdiction — rr 
commends Sir Robert Barker — praises Verelsl and Cartier for incorruptibility 
— Circes title to the jagir 

TO the HonTilc the Court of Director*. 

Gentlemen 

1 Bv the letter from the Select Committee and copy of their proceeding* 
which arc transmittal to vou by this conveyance you will be enabled to form a 
general idea of the *tatc of tin* settlement on the arrival of the *hip Kent 
together wnh the measures we thought necessary to purrue in order to *cttle 
the Company t affair* in these provinces upon an nd\aniagcoui and permanent 
foundation k ou will permit me however to lay before you my own sentiments 
in particular concerning those measure*, and to communicate also by tills 
earliest opportunity such other* as I wish should be adopted before I quit the 
Omernmrnt and which I hope will !>c not onlv approval of but likewise so 
fulls confirmed ami established by the Court of Director* that the abuses 
winch mar otherwise lie revival br the ambition and avarice of some future 
Gmtmmir* or Councils mav lie effectually prevented 

2. l pon ms amul I am wirrv to sir I found vnur affair* In a condition 
so nearh desperate as would base alarmal any *et of men whose sense of 
honor and dutv to their cmplo\cr* bad not been estranged by die too eager 
I ursuit of their own immaliatc advantage The sudden and among many 
the unwarrantable actjui it inn of riches liad introduced luxury In every shape 
and in it* most pernicious excess These two enormous crilt went hand in 
hand together through the whole Presidency infecting almost every memlwr 
of each department I verr infenour *ccmcd to base graspal at wealth that 
be might Ik- enabled 1 1 a stinir the spirit • f profusion which was now the onlr 
th tincunn lx-rwrtm lnm and Ms *uperiour Thu* all distinction erased anil 
ntrr rank Iwcame in a manner ujmn an equahtr Nor was this tlie end of 
the mischief It a contest rf such a nature among vour servants nrcrsvatily 
destrmed all pr ^ >rtif n lwtwrcn their wants anti die honest means of satis 
fving then In a c untrr where money Is jlcntr where fear Is the pnneip'e 
of pmrrnm m am! wlierr rtmr arms are esnr victorious In such a country I 
sav It l» m w **t!rf that cornipt*' n should fm l its war to a spot *o well per 
pared t rctrne It It i n » wnr ler tint die lust rf rurlio s)w>uM rra !dr 
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embrace the proffered means of its gratification, or that the instruments of 
your power should avail themselves of their authority, and proceed even to 
extortion in those cases v here simple corruption could not keep pace with then- 
rapacity Examples of this sort, set by superiors, could not fail of being follow- 
ed m a proportionate degree by mfcriours The evil was contagious, and spread 
among the end and military, down to the writer, the ensign, and the free 
merchant 

3 The large sums of money acquired by donation, besides the means I 
have already mentioned, were so publickly known and vindicated, that every 
one thought lie had a right to enrich himself, at all events, with as much 
expedition as possible The monopoly of salt, betle, tobacco, &c was another 
fund of immense profits to die Company’s servants, and likewise to such others 
as they permitted to enjoy a share, while not a rupee of advantage accrued to 
the goi eminent and very little to the Company, from that trade Before I had 
discovered these \anous sources of wealth, I was under great astonishment to 
find individuals so suddenly enriched, that dierc was scarce a gentleman in the 
settlement who had not fixed upon a very short period for his return to England 
\\idi affluence From hence arose that fonvard spirit of mdependancy which 
m a manner set all your orders at defiance, and dictated a total contempt of 
them as often as obedience was found incompatible with private interest At 
the time of my arrival, I saw nothing that bore the form or appearance of 
Government The authority and pre-eminence of the Governor, were levelled 
with those of the Councillors , every Councillor tvas as much a Governor as he 
v-ho bore the name, and distinction of rank, as I have already observed, was 
no longer to be found in the w r hole settlement Notwithstanding a special 
order from the Court of Directors, founded on very wise and very evident 
reasons, diat all correspondence with the country powers should be carried on 
solely in die Governor’s name, I found, that our whole correspondence with the 
Great Mogul, the subahs, nabobs and rajahs, had been of late carried on by 
and in the name of the nholc Board, and that every servant and free merchant 
corresponded with n r hom they pleased 

4 Your orders for the execution of die covenants were positive, and ex- 
pressly mentioned to be the resolution of a General Court of Proprietors your 
servants at Bengal, however, absolutely determined to reject them, and had 
not the Select Committee resolved that the example should be first set by the 
Council, or a suspension from your service take place, it is certain they would 
have remained unexecuted to this hour You will not I imagine, be much 
surprised at this breach of duty, if you look over the General Letters, where you 
cannot avoid seeing how many are annually committed, and how fast every- 
thing was tending to a contempt of your authority From a short survey of 
the late transactions, I was convinced, that no other remedy was left, than an 
immediate and vigorous exertion of the powers with which the Committee were 
invested Happy, in my opinion was it for the Company, that such powers 
were granted , for that die settlement, so conducted, could have subsisted 
another twelvemonth, appears to me an impossibility A great part of the 
revenues of the country amounting to neat four millions sterling per annum 
would have been divided among your servants, and the acquisition of fortunes 
being so sudden, a few months must have brought writers into Council Senio- 
rity must have been admitted as a just claim to a seat at the Board, without 
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the qualification of age or experience because the rapidity of succession denied 
the attainment of cither 

5 Nor were these excesses confined to your end servants alone the mill 
tary department also had caught the infection and riches, the banc of dt«a 
plinc were daily promoting the ruin of your army The too little inequality 
of rank rendered the advantages of captains, lieutenants, and cnsigru so nearly 
upon t par and so large that an independent fortune was no distant prospect 
even to a subaltern If a too quick succession among those from whom you 
expect the studv of commerce and polity f is detrimental to your end concerns, 
how effectually destructive must that evil prove to your military operations. 
The most experienced \ uropcan ofliccr when he has entered into the East 
India service although he mas be able in many points to suggest improve 
ment to other* will nevertheless find that *omething new remains for himself 
to learn peculiar to this service which cannot he attained In a day Judge 
then how the cue must stand with youths, who arc either just sent out from 
the acadcmv or which more frcquentlv happens who liavc had no education 
at tII for to such have we often been reduced to the necessity of granting 
commissions. How much must the expectations of your army be raised when 
they arc nufTcrrd without con tr on I to take possession for themselves of the 
whole lxxitv donation money and plunder on the capture of a cm r Tim 
I can assure vou happened at Benares,* and what is more surprizing die 
then Governor and Council so far from laying in a claim to the moiety which 
ought to have lx*cn reserved for the Company agreeable to those positive orders 
from the Court of Directors a few vcar$ ago when they were pleased to put 
their forces upon the same footing with those of His Majesty gave up the 
wliole to the captors, \ou have heard of live general mutiny tliat liappcncd 
among vour scapoys a little before my amvaL Wliat would have been vour 
con tematmn had vou also heard of an unanimous desertion of your European 
soldiers r Thc*c werr very serious events indeed and liad it not been for 
me well timed vigorous act of Major Munro and the unwearied zeal anti 
military abilities of General Carnac who totally suppressed die spin! of mutiny 
am mg the wildier* your possessions in India might at this time liavc licrn 
destitute of a man to support them and even the privilege of commerce 
ores ivrrahlv crushes! Common justice to the principles and conduct of 
(K-ncra) (..arnac oblige me fartlier to add dun ! found him the only officer 
of rank win liad resisted the temptations to which by his station he wa« 
i n tantlv object i f acquiring an Immense fortune and I question much 
whether he i not the only man who has of Late years !>een honored with 
the command of vour forces without acquiring a very large Independency 
Hie letter from the f rcat M igul to the Govern** ansi Couned requesting 
thsir pcrim snm f n him In accept a present if two laak which His Majesty 
i desirous of Inflowing on him as a reward f n his disinterested sen ices will 
urn! irate wlut 1 base »aal in Ids fatour and a* this affair agreeable to 
the ten >r i f the t< scrums t» referred t i die Coon of Direct*** I male no 
d nilit ibex will rradilr rml race the njiporumitv , f »l«-«ing their fryard to *uxh 
sb tmguv 1 cd incut hr t nsetvung t<» Its acceptance i fib* Majesty » bounty 

( If the picture 1 luve drawn !*- a fauhful 1 Veness < f this Prowlmry 
ar 1 1 rail uprm the m nt guilty f * guilty thrrr are tn shew that I ha»r 
a-gravattsl a fratutr t wlnt a drpkxafV n ndttlon mu t vour affairs base 
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soon been reduced? Eveiy state (and such now is your Government in India) 
must be near its period, when the rage o£ luxury and corruption has seized 
upon its leaders and inhabitants Can trade be encouraged for public benefit, 
where the management unfortunately devolves upon those who make private 
interest their rule of action^ And farther has sudden affluence ever failed from 
the infancy of military discipline to the piesent perfection of it, to corrupt the 
principle and destroy the spmt of an army? Independency of fortune is 
always a\eisc to those duties of suboidination which are inseparable from the 
life of a soldier and in this country, if the acquisition be sudden, a relaxation 
of disciplmc is more immediately the consequence I would not be thought, 
by these obsen ations, to exclude riches from the military honoi alone is 
scarcely a sufficient reward for the toilsome service of the field But the 
acquisition of wealth ought to be so gradual as to admit not a prospect of 
completing it, till succession by merit to the rank of a field officei, should 
have laid a good foundation foi the claim Such is the idea I entertained 
of this matter, in hen I delivered my sentiments to the Court of Directors, in 
my letter of the 27rh April 1764, and I have acted in conformity thereto, by 
regimenting the troops m the mannet I then pioposed I need not repeat 
the observations I troubled you with in th.it letter It is sufficient to remark 
here, that the good effects of the plan aie aheady visible, that subordination 
is restored, abuses corrected, and yom expences, of com sc, already greatly 
diminished 

7 The war, which to my great concern I found extended above 700 miles 
from the Presidency, is now happily concluded, and a peace established upon 
terms which promise lasting tranquillity to these provinces This event has, 

I find, disappointed the expectations of many Nvho thought of nothing but a 
march with the King to Delhi My resolution, however, W'as, and my hopes 
will always be, to confine our assistance, our conquests, and our possessions, 
to Bengal, Baliar, and Orixa To go farther, is m my opinion, a scheme so 
extravagantly ambitious and absurd, diat no Governor and Council in their 
senses can ever adopt it, unless the whole system of the Company’s interest 
be first entncly new modelled 

8 I forbear troubling you with a detail of the negotiations of Genual 
Carnac, and me, with the country powers, and the particulars of the tieaty 
of peace with the Vizier 1 of the empne, as they will be spoken of at large 
in the letter from the Select Committee, and appear likewise upon die face of 
our proceedings I will, however, just remark that our restoring to Shuja 
Doula the w'holc of his dominions proceeds more from the policy of not ex- 
tending the Company’s territorial possessions, than the generous principle of 
attaching him for ever to our interest by gratitude, though this has been the 
apparent, and is by many thought to be the ical motive Had we ambitiously 
attempted to retain the conquered country, experience would soon have proved 
the absurdity and unpracticability of such a plan The establishment of your 
army must have been largely inci eased, a considerable number of civil servants 
must have been added to your list, and more clnefships appointed , the acts 
of oppression and innumerable abuses, which would have been committed, and 
which could neither have been prevented, nor remedied, at so great a distance 
from the Presidency, must infallibly have laid the foundation of another w^ar, 
destructive and unsuccessful , our old privileges and possessions would have 
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Ixrcn endangered by every supply we might lia\e been tempted to afford in 
support of the new and the names must have finally triumphed in our in 
ability to sustain the weight of our own ambition. 

9 To return to the point from which this digression had led me I must 
carry you back to the description above given of the situation in which I 
found your affairs on my arrival. Two paths were evidently open to me 
the one smooth and strewed with abundance of nch advantages that might 
caul) be picht up the other untrodden and every step opposed with 
obstacles. 1 might have taken charge of the Government upon the same foot 
mg on which I found it that is, I might have enjoyed the name of Governor 
and have suffered the honor importance and dignity of the post to continue 
in their state of annihilation I might have contented myself as others had 
before me with being a cypher or what is little better the first among sixteen 
equals and I might have allowed this passive conduct to be attended with 
the uiual douceur of sharing largely with the best of the gentlemen in all 
donations perquisites &.c. arising from the absolute government, and du 
posal of all places in the revenues of thu opulent kingdom by which means, 
1 might soon have acquired an immense addition to my fortune notwith 
standing the obligations in the new covenants for the man who can so easily 
get over the bar of conscience as to receive presents after the execution of 
them will not scruple to make use of am evasions that ma) protect lum 
from the consequence The settlement in general would thus have been my 
fnends and onl\ the natives of the country my enemies. If vou can conceive 
a Governor in such a situation it is impossible to form a wrong judgement 
of the inferior servants or of the Companv s affairs at such a Presidency 
An honorable alternative however lay before me I liad the power witliui my 
own hrcasi to fulfil! the duty of my station bv remaining incorruptible in 
the mid t of numberless temptations artfully thrown in my way by exposing 
mv character to every attack which malice or resentment arc so ajn to invent 
against any man who attempts reformation and by encountering of course 
the odium of the settlement I hesitated not a moment which choice to make 
1 took upon my shoulders a bunhen which required resolution perseverance 
and con niuiion to support Having chosen my pan I was determined to 
evert invself in the attempt liappv in the reflection that ihe honor of the 
nation and the very licmg of the Company would be maintained by the success 
and c* nscnnis that if I failed mv integrity ami good intentions at least must 
remain ummpcachcd. The other memlierx of the Committee joined with me 
m tijuni n that in order to pr xrrrd upon hu mess n was absolutely necessary 
for ut t» a» umr the powers wherewith we were invested We saw plainly 
tliat most i f die gentlemen in Council had Ixm too dreptv concerned them 
sehrt in the measure's whirli required amendment f r u* to expect any 
a» i tance fn in them on the contrary wr were certain of finding i ppmimm 
t » rserv plan » f inn vatum and an unanimous attrmpt to drfrit the Intenti ki» 
of die i tmpttetn?, wh i sollictted mv acceptance i ( the (#o\crnmem The Cams 
inittet' thetrf itr immediately met ami ( had the liapjnnes* to find rny»r|( 
hv pentlrmrn whom n > temptatnm could seduce n Inconvenirnert 
*-r threats i f malice d trr Our pr *rrdmgs will cimvmce you that wr liavr 
dared t > a t with Crnirm ami integrity ami will at the ame lime d nwmmate 
that tmjs-T unanimity an l th j atch mu t ever marl die pr nrrdmps f n*en 
un! i w I I \ prime timers! 
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10 The gentlemen in Council of late years at Bengal, seem to have 
been actuated in every consultation by a very obstinate and mischievous spirit 
The office of Governor has been in a manner hunted down, stripped of its 
dignity, and then divided into 16 shares Whether ambition, obstinacy, pride, 
or self interest is usually the motive to such a pursuit, I will not take upon 
me to determine, but am sure it can nevei arise from a just idea of govern- 
ment, or a true sense of the Company’s interest In my opinion it is the 
duty of the Council to make die power of the President appear as extensive 
as possible in the eyes of the people, that all correspondence widi the country 
princes, should be carried on through him alone, some particular eases except- 
ed, that die Council should upon all occasions, be unanimous m supporting, 
not in extenuating the dignity of his station, and diat he ought to be con- 
sidered among die names, as the sole manager and conductor of pohtical 
affairs This should be die outward appearance of administration, diough in 
reality, die Council must be allowed a freedom of judgement, and when they 
perceive in the Governor a tendency to absolute or unjustifiable measures, it 
dien becomes their duty to check him If diey at any time have reason to 
distrust the rectitude of his principles, they should not allow him to execute 
designs eicn of die smallest moment, without previously laying them before 
the Board, and obtaining their approbation In short the best Governor should 
not, except in eases of necessity, be suffered to conclude any points of im- 
portance without the sanction of the Board But the expedient of a Select 
Committee 1 equally prevents any ill conduct in the Governor, and is besides 
attended with advantages which can rarely be expected from die whole body 
of councillors Fnc gentlemen well versed m the Company’s true interest, of 
abilities to plan, and resolution to execute, gentlemen whose fortunes are 
honorably approaching to affluence, and whose integrity has never suffered 
them to exceed die bounds of moderation, a Select Committee composed of 
such men will transact more business m a week, than the Council can m a 
month The opinions and judgement of five men, are as securely to be relied 
on, even in affairs of die utmost consequence, as sixteen , they are less liable 
to chssention, and it may be said beyond a contradiction, diat their administra- 
tion is more distant from democratic anarchy The Council, however, would 
not be a useless body, for whilst the attention of die Committee was chiefly 
engaged m watching and repairing die mam springs of government, die Council 
would as materially serve the Company in attending to the many other move- 
ments of the great machine, which are as essentially necessary to the public 
advantage and security And that the Committee should not be able to carry 
their powers to any dangerous length, they might be ordered annually, before 
die dispatch of the Europe ships, to submit their proceedings to the review 
of the gentlemen m Council, who might transmit their opinions thereupon to 
the Court of Directors Your present Select Committee have from time to time 
laid most of their proceedings before Council, and we intend to continue the 
same system of candour, except in any political cases of secresy, when prudence 
may require that our resolutions should be confined to the knowledge of 
a few 

II Thus freely I have given you my opinion upon the sort of govern- 
ment I could wish to see established in this setdement, nor shall I think my 
duty done tdl I have pointed out every measure that seems to me best calculated 
to preserve your affairs from destruction At Bengal the rule of succession 
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among your servants 15 perniciously exact there ire frequent occasions where 
it ought to be ret aside where experience understanding integnty modern 
uon ought to take place of occidental seniority The dementi of most of 
your jupenor serv-tnis have been so great ai you will learn from the Com 
mittcc proceeding*, that one can hardly imagine their future behaviour will 
entitle them to farther favor* than you ha\c hitherto bestowed on them. I 
do not pretend to surmize what sentence you may pronounce upon the 
gc mlemcn who came under the censure of the Committee but whether it be 
moderate as our*, or severe as it deserves, it will not much concern them 
since all of them ire now in very -diluent circumstance*, and will probably 
return to Europe by thi* or the next )cars shipping Peruse tlicn the list 
of )our covenanted servant* upon tin* establishment, ^ou will find that many 
of those next in succession arc not only scry young m the service and con 
scqucntly unfit for such exalted stations but arc also strongly tainted with 
the principles of their superiors. If vour opinion should correspond with 
mine some rented) will lx: judged necessary to be applied ami I confess I 
see but one. The unhappy change which within these few years has arisen 
in the manner* and conduct of \our servants at Bengal is alone sufficient to 
remove the objections I once had to appointments from another settlement* 
and tlie difficulty winch now too plainly appears of filling up vacancies in 
Council with the requisite attention to the Company* honor and welfare 
inclines me to wish such appointment* more frequent In the present state 
of this Presidency no measure can I think prove more satuian than to appoint 
five or six gentlemen from the Coast to the Bengal establishment and there to 
po*t tlicni agreeable to their rank and standing in the service Messrs. Russell 
Klo)cr Aldcrscy and Kclsall arc among tliov: wlio would lx. well worthy your 
attention if tins plan sliould be adopted I cannot help farther return mem ling 
to vonr consideration whcdicr if ever) other method sliould lie found in 
effectual tlie transplanting a few of the )oung Bengal servants to Madras*, 
would not be of signal service Ixitli to themselves and the Compan) Vw will 
likewise consider whether the settlement of llomliav n capabk of furnishing 
ii> with a few meritorious scrvanls Willi regard to Madras the conduct of 
the gentlemen upon that establishment 1* in general w> unexceptionable tliat 
10 present Bengal with such examples of regularity discretion and modem 
tun would I think lie a mean* of restoring it to good order ami government. 
It 1 just a <1 mbt that even attempt of reformation must fall unless tlie 
superior servants lie exemplary in their principle * and conduit. If we see 
nothing hut rajutitv amimg councillors in vain sliall w c look for moderation 
among wriirrs 

12 . Hie MKiru-s if t)rann\ and ojvjhvs hui whkh havr Ihch •►jsettet! by 
the I uropean agent* acting under tlie atitWity of tl»c Company* servant 
ami the numberless Mack agent* ami subagent* acting al«» umfer them wtfl 
I frar Ik- a Luting rqtmaih t 1 the latglrdi name in tin 1 mntrr It 1 ini 
j w ible t ► cmtmrrate die tnmpbint* dial luvc Urn bid M uc me hr tire 
unf Ttmiati inhabitant wb » hail n ri forgot that I wa* an rheniv to upper* I *U 
The two jtv of Ktoring live c rnfoltrxe < f the native* i an idea I liavc r»*r 
maintained and wa in w wild Ik- invariable adojttrd bv « diet* hut 

ambitrm »tuirv ami luxury have I fmd imrodiurd a new »y tern of politick* 
at ibr wwrrr txpcmr of Imgh h lyrtxff id iIk- Company* faldi and r»m if 
xormtw n ju tne ai*| humanity 11 k- nrdif w» fr» pienitv I no I that n* 
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"thus ■dinll have the privilege of dustucks, 1 have strictly obeyed but I am 
<orr\ to inform you th.it all the wMicd-for consequences arc not to be c\pectcd , 
the ollitcr*. of the Government ate so sensible of our influence and authority, 
that thev dare not presume to search oi stop a boat piotccted by the name 
of a Comp tin’s servant, and \ou ma\ be assured that frauds of that kind, so 
ease to be practised, and so dilhenlt to be detected, aic but too frequent 
I have at last, however, the happiness to see the completion of an event, which 
in this respect, as well as in mnnv others, must be pioductne of advantages 
hitherto unknown, and at the same time prevent abuses that have hitherto 
had no remedv I mean the tint mint t which is the supcnntcndancy of all 
the lands, and the collection of all the revenues of the provinces of Bengal, 
Bnhar and Orissa The assistance which the Great Mogul had lccencd from 
our arms and treasury, made him i tacitly bestow this grant upon the Company, 
and it is done m the most effectual manner jou can desne The allowance 
for the support of the Nabob's dignity and power, 6 and the tribute to His 
Majestv, must be regular!) paid the lcmauider belongs to the Company 
Revolutions are now no longer to be apprehended , the means of effecting them, 
will in future he wanting to ambitious Mussulman, nor will yom servants — 
civil or miluarv — be tempted to foment disturbances, from whence can arise 
no benefit to themselves Restitution, donation mony &c &c will be perfectly 
abolished, as the revenues from whence thev used to issue will be possessed 
bv ourselves The power of supervising the provinces though lodged in us, 
should not. however, in m\ opinion be exerted Three times the present 
number of civil servants would be insufficient for the purpose whereas if 
we leave the management to the old officers of the Government, the Company 
need not be at the cxpencc of one additional servant, and though we may 
suffer m the collection yet we shall always be able to detect and punish any 
great offenders, and shall have some satisfaction in knowing that the conup- 
tion is not among ourselves By this means also, the abuses inevitably 
springing from the exercise of territorial authority, will be effectually obviated, 
there will still be a Nabob with an allowance suitable to Ins dignity, and 
die territorial jurisdiction will still be in the chiefs of the country acting under 
lnm and the Presidency in conjunction, though the revenues will belong to the 
Company Besides, were the Company’s officers to be the collectors, foreign 
nations would immediately take umbrage, and complaints preferred to the 
British Court might be attended with very embarrassing consequences Nor 
can it be supjiosed, that cither the French, Dutch or Danes will acknowledge 
the English Company — Nabob of Bengal, and pay into the hands of their 
servants the duties upon trade, or the quit rents of those districts which they 
have for many years possessed by virtue of the royal phirmaund or by grants 
from former Nabobs 

13 Your revenues, by means of this new acquisition, will, as near as I 
can judge, not fall far short for tire ensuing year of 250 lacks of sicca rupees, 
including your former possessions of Burdwan &c , hereafter they will at least 
amount to 20, or 30 lacks more Your civil and military expences, in time 
of peace can never exceed 60 lack of rupees The Nabob’s allowances are 
already reduced to 42 lack, and the tribute to the King is fixt at 26 So that 
there will be remaining a clear gam to the Company of 122 lack of sicca rupees, 
or £1,650,900 sterling, which will defray all the expence of the investment, 
furnish the whole of the Chma treasure, answer the demands of all your other 
‘ Vol IV— 22 
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settlements in India and leave a considerable ballon ce in vour crcasurv beside*. 
In time of war when the country may be subject to the incur* son* of bodie* 
of cavalry we shall notwithstanding be able to collect a tulTiacnt »um for 
our civil and military exigencies, and likewise for our investment* because 
a very rich part of the Bengal and Bahar dominion* are situated to the eastward 
of the Ganger* where we can never be invaded What I have given you i* a 
real, not imaginary state of your revenue* and you may be assured they will 
not fall *hort of mv computation. 

14 Permit me here to have the honor of laying Indore you one striking 
circumstance which ha* occurred to me in considering the subject of the 
dneannee and the consequences of your large increase of revenue*. I have 
already observed, that our acquisition wdl give no umbrage to foreign nations 
with respect to our territorial jurisdiction *o long as the present appearance 
of tltc Nabobs power is preserved but I am convinced they will ccr long 
entertain jealousies of our commercial supenorm Public complaints have 
indeed been already made from both French and Dutch factories, that the 
dread of the hnghsh name added to the encouragement of jour servant* 
at the different minings had deterred the weavers from coniplving with their 
usual and ncccssaiy demand* and I am perswaded that sooner or later national 
remonstrances will lie made on lhat subject Perhaps one lialf of the trade 
being reserved to the hnglish Company and the other divided Ix-twcen the 
French Dutch and Dane* in *uch proportion* as may be settled lictwccn 
their respective com mil varies might adju*t these dispute* to the mutual satis 
faciton of all parties. Beside* a* every nation which trades to the Fast Indie* 
constantly bring* out *dvcr for the purchase of mcrchandcrc in return nnd 
as our revenues will for the future enable u* to furnish all our investment* 
without any remittance from Tngland it seems necessary tliat we should in 
*omc degree encourage the trade of other* in order lhat this countrv mav 
lie supplied bv them with bullion to replace the quantitv we *hall annually 
tend to China or to anv other pan of the world, ft is mrpi'KSfMc for me 
to l»c a sufficient judge of the practicalilht\ or propriety of admitting other 
nations to such a proportion of iradc with us in these parts nor will you 
•it pect that I entertain a thought of taking anv step without Instructions from 
you In an affair of such national Importance I do not even presume to argue 
upon the subject I only mention it as a point which lias occurred to me ami 
which I think well inent* vour most Miaou s consideration 

|S Considering die exes cs we liavc of late Year* nianifcsteil in out 
conduct the princes of Indostan will not readily imagine us capable of mndcra 
tion nor can we cxjxxt they will ever l>c attached to us by any i ilier motive 
dun frar Mter Jafficr l n im Allv die present \al* b and even Mahomed 
Allv tin* Nalsli of AreM (die Ik- t Mu suhnan I ever knew) have aff mlcd 
in tame* sufficient of ihcir mcluuu n t > throw t ff the I nglt h superiority 
\i 1 4 port units will ever l»c nighciid that seem to favor an attemj t i 
rxtirjvair u ih ugli the ci n*cmtcwr» while wp Its p ntir artnv t mjMr mu i 
in dir erd Ik- n» ie fatal to thrntH.hr* Hus Impatience urn! r die su! jrc 
ti m, a« I mar tall It t I mi psans is natural I at * • great is dir infatuati 
if the tutnrt if tin t mntrv lhat thnr 1 k n» farthrr t!un die |*cwnt 
n untnt and will put ilinf all t v tl r ln/anl if a single I attlr 1 »rn our 
j rung \al*b wh i tl*r i unfa j**miitutr wh lui hide a! dm aid 
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less education to supply the want of them , mean, weak, and ignorant as 
tins man is, he would, if left to himself, and few of his artful flatterers, pursue 
die very padis of his predecessors It is impossible therefore to trust him 
widi power and be safe If you mean to maintain your present possessions 
and advantages, the command of the army and receipt of the levenues must 
be kept in your own hands , every wish he may express to obtain either, be 
assured, is an indication of Ins desire to reduce you to your original state 
of dependency, to winch you can never now return widiout ceasing to exist 
If you allow the Nabob to have forces he will soon raise money , if you allow 
lnm a full treasury widiout forces, he will certainly make use of it to invite 
the Maiattas or other powers to invade die country, upon a supposition that 
we shall not suspect die part he takes, and that, success will restore him to 
the full extent of his sovereignty , for so ignorant is he even of the nature 
of Ins own countrymen, that he would never imagine die very men he had 
paid to rescue the dominions from us, would only conquer to seize the spoil 
for themselves Such is he, whom we now call Nabob, and such are the 
faidiless politics of Indostan We have adopted, however, a plan, which, if 
stricdy adhered to, must effectually prevent his involving the Company or 
himself m any difficulties Mahomed Reza Cawn, Roy Dullub, and Juggut 
Seat, 7 men of die most approved credit and moderation, are appomted jointly 
to the management of all Ins affairs, 8 nor is eidier of them to act singly in 
any measure of government The royal treasury is under three different locks 
and keys, and each of these ministers of state has a key, so that no mony 
can be issued for any service whatever, widiout the joint knowledge and consent 
of them all Our Resident at the Durbar is to inspect the treasury accounts 
from time to time, as he or the Governor and Council may think proper 
but we are never to interfere in the appointment or complamts of any officer 
under the Government, nor m any particulars relative to the abovementioned 
departments, unless some extraordinary conduct of the ministry should render 
alterations requisite This form of government I thought proper to recom- 
mend, in order to purge die court of a set of knaves and parasites, by whom 
the Nabob was surrounded, and who were always undermining our influence, 
that they might the more firmly establish dieir own So far you will observe 
we have exerted ourselves in the arrangement of die Nabob’s affairs, but it 
is a measure of the utmost consequence, since it lays the foundation of that 
tranqudlity, moderation, and regularity, which will support the government 
agamst any future attempts (at) a revolution, and we are determined to 
interest?] ourselves at the city m no other respect I need only add, diat 
Mr Sykes, 0 for whom we intend the Residentship, is a gentleman from whose 
inflexible integrity, and long experience in the country politics, we have reason 
to expect the most exact performance of every duty in such an important 
station 

16 The regulation of the Nabob’s ministry, the acquisition of die 
dewannee, and the honorable terms on which we have concluded a peace with 
the Vizier of the empire, have placed the dignity and advantages of the English 
East India Company on a basis more firm than our most sanguine wishes 
could a few mondis ago, have suggested These, however, alone will not ensure 
your stability These are but the outworks, which guard you from your 
natural enemies, the natives of the country all is not safe, danger still subsists 
from more formidable enemies within , luxury, corruption, avarice, rapacity, 



340 


LETTER TO COURT 


these hare possession of your principal posts and arc read) to betray your 
citadel These therefore must be extirpated or they will infallibly destroy 
us for we cannot expect the same causes which have ruined the greatest 
kingdoms should have different e fleets on such a state as ours. That sudden 
growth of riches from whence those evils principally arise, demands our most 
senous attention The affairs of Bengal however glorious and flourishing the 
prospect may now be cannot be successfully managed by men who«c news 
extend not beyond a year or two and who will set all orders from the Court 
of Directors at defiance, well knowing they must have acquired an affluent 
fortune or at least a comfortable independency before resentment can reach 
them. A competency ought to be allowed to all your servants from the time 
of their arrival in India and advantages should gradually increase to each 
in proportion to his station but I would have few of them entertain hopes 
of returning to then- native country till they shall have attained the rank of 
Councillor then the prospect should open to them and they should be certain 
of being enabled to return in a few years with independent fortunes. This 
certainty would arise from the freight ship from the privileges of trade (the 
advantages of which you arc not unacquainted w-ith) nnd also from the profits 
upon sale bctlc and tobacco agreeable to the new regulation which we liavc 
made in order to rcctif) the abuses thar have been so long committed in those 
branches of trade to the great detriment of the country government without 
view of benefit to the Company 

17 The regulation now established for the salt trade will I hope be 
cnUrclv to your satisfaction I at first intended to propose that the Com 
nany and their servants should be jointly and cquall) concerned in the trade 
itself but upon better consideration I judged tliat plan to be rather unbecoming 
tlic dignity of die Company and concluded It would be better tliat they should 
give the trade entire!) to thar servants and fix a duty upon it for themselves, 
equivalent to half die profits This duty we have computed at the rate of 
35 per cent for the present but I imagine it will be able next year to licar 
an increase The articles of bctlc nnd tobacco being of less consequence ami 
yielding much less advantage the duties upon them of course must be less 
fcor farther particulars of these regulation*, 1 * I beg leave to refer vou to the 
Commuter letter and proceedings as I would not here trouble )ou with the 
repetition of a matter which is there so fully laid l>eforc )ou 

18 The advantages proposed for the Governor and G»uncil 11 would un 
dmihtcdlv appear extremely large to those who arc unacquainted with the riches 
of Bengal ansi the numberless opportunities which the Companj s servants 
have of acquiring monr But vou who are now |>crfretlv informed of the 
revenues of these kingdoms and the prodigious emoluments within (lie rraih 
of gentlemen high in the service will I am persuaded agree with me tliat 
if nunc plan of the nature proposed !>c not adopted the Governor and Council 
will noi fail to acquire much larger fortunes h\ other means In a much shorter 
time wlmli muit alwavs l*e productive of that qukk succrsn >n not only n* 
detrimental to mur commercial interrst hut to totallr incompatible with the 
acquimmn of political knowledge which might now to !<• (imddrfrd a* a 
verv matrfial qualifies tu n in all votir civil as well as mditarr servant* To 
obviate an objection winch mar *nw that thrv mav n Iv |*otrrd In the 
old war i f procuring m torT c »t»»ith tan ting thrv attej t r f thrse aB*mjmr< 
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I would have an oath tendered to them of as strong and solemn a nature as 
can be penned I have drawn out the form of one agreeable to my idea of the 
expedient, and have die honor to enclose it for your consideration To this 
may be annexed a penalty bond of £1,50,000 to be executed by the Governor, 
and of £50,000 to be executed by each of die Council Thus the conscience 
of some will be awakened by die legal consequences of perjury, and pecuniary 
punishment will be a sure guard over the honesty of others Could the hearts 
of men be known by dieir general character m society, or could their conduct 
m a state of temptation, be ascertained from their moderate attention to wealth 
whilst the sudden acquisition of it was impossible, the proposal I make would 
be an affront to religion, and to morality , but since that is not the case m 
any part of die world, and least of all so m the east, we must for our own 
security impose such restraints, as shall make it impossible even for hypocrisy 
to introduce corruption 

19 Having thus fully submitted to you my sentiments on the civil depart- 
ment, permit me to trouble you with a few observations on the military, which 
deserves a no less serious attention In die former part of this letter I have 
mentioned, diat luxury and an abhorrence of subordination had overspread 
your army, but that the good effects of appointing field officers 12 had already 
become visible The Committee(’s) letter will enclose a general return of their 
number, and enlarge upon the necessity of keeping each regiment complete 
to die establishment I dierefore avoid saying any thing here upon those 
subjects That letter will also specify the proportion of emoluments proposed 
for the field officers from the new acquired advantages upon salt The same 
objection may perhaps be made to this, which I supposed was likely to occur 
with respect to the plan for the benefit of the civil servants If so, I beg leave 
to refer you to my proposal, and remarks upon that subject, which are equally 
proper and applicable to this These points then I conclude are sufficiently 
before you, and I proceed to recommend to your consideration diat the regi- 
menting of the troops has introduced a much larger number of officers of rank, 
than has hitherto been admitted upon your establishment and that this regula- 
tion, beneficial and necessary as it is will, notwithstanding, be prpductive of 
one dangerous evd, if not constantly guarded agamst by the authority of the 
Governor and Council, supported and enforced by the higher powers at home 
The evil I mean to apprise you of, is the encroachment of the military upon 
the civd jurisdiction, and an attempt to be mdependant of then authority 
A spirit of this kind has" always been visible , our utmost vigilance therefore is 
requisite to suppress it, or at least to take care that it shall not actually prevail 
I have been at some pams to inculcate a total subjection of the army to 
the Government and I doubt not you will ever mamtam that principle In 
the field, m time of actual service, I could wish to see the commander of your 
forces implicitly relied on for his plan of operations Orders from the 
Presidency may frequendy embarrass him, and prejudice the service At such 
a time, he is certainly the best judge of what measures should be pursued, 
and ought therefore to be trusted with discretionary powers But he should 
by no means he permitted to vary from die fixt general plan of a campaign, 
nor from his own idea of the Company’s interest to prosecute operations of 
importance, when they are not also of real utility and emergency I dwell 
not, however, entirely upon the conduct of a commander of the forces, as 
such, in the field He is to understand that upon all occasions a gendeman 
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in Council u hu superior unless he also has a scat at the Board and then he 
will of course rank as he stands in that appointment* The whole army should 
m like manner be subordinate to the aril power and It is the indispensable 
duty of the Governor and Council to keep them so. If at any time they should 
struggle for superiority the Go\ ernor and Council must strenuously exert them 
sches ever mindfull that they arc the trustees for the Company m this settle- 
ment and the guardians of public property under a avil institution. 

20 It would give me pain to see a regulation so salutary as that of the 
appointment of field officers, attended with anv inconveniences, and therefore 
I would earnestly recommend the following very easy and effectual mode of 
prevention Let the equality in civil and military rank be immediately settled 
by the Court of Directors. Were disputes about precedence the only points 
to be adjusted they would not be worth a moment s reflection hut we arc to 
consider that opportunities will sometimes happen when military gentlemen 
may assume power and authority from the rank they hold among the avil 
sonants and perhaps pay no attention to orders issued from their supposed 
inferiors. Such contention may have disagreeable consequences, and to prerent 
them I propose that all the Colonels {the commander of the forces excepted 
who is entitled to the rank of 3d in Counal) shall be equal in rank to the 
Councillor* but always the youngest of that rank the Lieut Colonels should 
rank with Senior Merchants, the Majors with Junior Merchants captains with 
factors and lieutenants and ensigns with writers. The rank of all officers below 
Colonels and of dvd servants below Counallors may be considered according 
to the dates of their commissions and appointment* respective!* When such 
a regulation has taken place I think the appointment of field officers cannot 
be charged with a single Incom cniencc. 

21 Before I quit the subject of the army I must repeat what if 1 mistake 
not I mentioned to Mr Rous before I left England the propriety of appoint 
ing Sir Robert Barker to the command of a regiment in ease of a vacancy 
On the death of Colonel Knox I hesitated not to appoint Sir Robert to the 
3rd Regiment but it met with opposition not only from some of the gentlemen 
in Council hut afterwards from Sir Robert Fletcher who thought himself 
atywir\ctl though at a time when Barker was a captain he was only a volunteer 
in your sen ice and besides Sir Rolicrt Barker must on all occasions as the 
eldrr officer base commanded in die field in the absence of General Camac 
anti Colonel Smith e\cn if this appointment had not taken place If I could 
imapne that hi* *cniontr in the service did not suffiacntlr entitle him to this 
preferment I *ould urge ld« experience which is greater than that of the 
other gentleman, ami bis disinterestedness which made him accept what is 

mfiniTclt inferior in point of emoluments to the command of the artillery 
IaruL Colnnrl Peach 11 la* in like manner been objected to by the major* 
appointed bt the Gmrrnor and Council but a* it la* alnav* Iwcn customary 
to prrfrr officer* of vour msn appointment to tI>o*e of the »amc rank nondratid 
hr the Cos ernor and Counal I need not point out thr prnprlrtv of your ton 
firming this gentleman* commission. The introducing IJrut Col ne! 
Chapman 11 also to that rank ha* met with the same ohp-cttrm* With regard 
to him permit me to acquaint you t!ut he I* a scry oM major in the bine* 
*er»»cc tlat he s*a» tronplr *nl!rfttnl at Madras* to murmur there ami on 
xtry adsantageou* terrm when hh regiment *a* ordered home Imt that I 
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found him at the Cape m lm way to Europe, and it was with the utmost 
difficulty that Mi^m** Sumner, and Sykes and myself could prevail upon him 
to uturn to India, next m rank to Lieut Colonel Peach His merits on the 
Const ha\e bu.ii virv gii.u and I consult! him as a very valuable acquisition 
to votir '•er\iee I therefore most earncsth u quest you will be pleased to 
confirm his appointment as Lieut Colonel on this establishment Ncithci 
of the^t tluii gmtkmen I ha\e hue spoken of can be censured for that 
spirit of licentiousness and mdepemkncN. which I have pointed out as the great 
euls we ought to guard against and the \ariity .is well as length of their 
sen lees, will certainh be of consideiable advantage to corps like ours I must 
at the same tune confess that I cannot he responsible for that discipline and 
reformation we mean shall take place, unless the field officers arc men I can 
depend upon Most of the captains now in your service, have had so little 
experience, and are I fear so liable to the genual objection, that I could wish 
to have live or si\ captains suit out who have seen service, who understand 
discipline, and who are well recommended by then colonels If you should 
think piopu to extend this plan to mnjois, u will be so much the better, but 
there is no occasion to go lughci Among the appointments you may be 
pleased to make in England, I could wish to find a majority upon this establish- 
ment for Major Pcmblc, agreeable to the date of the brevet given him upon 
his arrival at this place 'Hut gentleman has seen much service, both on the 
Coast of Choromandel, at Manilla, and at Bengal but being on the Bombay 
establishment, where the rise is so very slow, he has had the mortification 
to see himself constantly superseded by the Coast and Bengal officers You 
mav be assured I would not trouble you with this recommendation if I did 
not know him to be worthy of your notice 

22 The enquiries I have found myself under the necessity of promoting, 
the regulations which I judged proper should take place without delay, together 
with those I have here had the honor to propose for your mature deliberation, 
will I doubt not meet with that candid discussion, winch the importance of 
the subject requires You will be pleased upon the whole, to observe, that 
the great object of my labor has been (and it must also be yours) to stem 
that torrent of luxury, corruption, and licentiousness which have nearly over- 
whelmed the interest, and I might add, the existence of the Company in these 
parts , to reduce your civil servants to a sense of duty to their employers, and 
moderation m the pursuit of their own advantages , to introduce discipline, 
subordination, oeconomy into your army, and to prevent m general that sudden 
acquisition of riches which is evidently the root of almost every other evil, 
both in the civil and military department 

23 Is there a man anxious for die speedy return of his son, his brodier, 
or lus friend, and sollicitous to sec that return accompanied by affluence of 
fortune , indifferent to the means by which it may have been obtained? Is 
there one, who void of all but selfish feelings, can withhold his approbation 
of any plan that promises not sudden riches to those, his dearest connections, 
who can look with contempt upon measures of moderation, and who can cherish 
all upstart greatness, though stigmatised wuth the spoils of the Company? If 
there is such a man to him all arguments would be vain — to him I speak not 
My address is to those who can judge coolly of the advantages to be desired, 
for their relations and friends, nor think the body corporate wholly unentitled 



LETTER TO COURT 


344 

to their attennon If these should be of opinion that an Independent fortune, 
honestly acquired in a faithful service of 12 or 15 yean is more compatible 
with the interest* of the Corapanv than the late rapidity of acquisition* and 
at the same time satisfactory to the expectation of reason I will venture to 
alien that the regulations already made together with those proposed will 
when enforced by the authonty of the Court of Director! ensure to the Com 
pany their commercial and political advantages and be productive of certain 
indcpendancy to every servant who endeavors to deserve it 

24 The general terra* in which I have mentioned the depravity of this 
settlement oblige me to point out to your attention the instance*, the very 
few instance* of dutmguishcd merit among the superior servant* To find a 
man who in the midst of luxury and hccnnou*ncss had retained the true 
idea of commercial ceconomy who inferior in fortune to most of your civil 
servants in the rank of Councillor*, wa* yet superior to all in moderation and 
integrity whose regard for the welfare of the public and for the reputation 
of individuals Iia* made him warn others from falling into the temptations 
of corruption which he saw were approaching and who could actually resist 
those temptations himself when a share wa* allotted him of money he thought 
unwarrantably obtained — to find *uch a man m such a settlement would 
appear incredible to those who are unacquainted with Mr VcrctsL 1 * I liasc 
represented thi* gentleman to you as I would every one in his real character 
and shall only add that if you wish to sec the measures we arc now pursuing 
supported with integrity abilities and resolution you will endeavor to prevail 
on him to continue in your service by appointing him to succeed Mr Sumner 
in the Coicmmcnt To omit mentioning Mr Cartier would be injustice 
as he al<o standi high in opinion. His character Is clear and his attach 
ment to your service wliat it ought to be unbiassed by any mean attennon 
to his own advantages. I wish iinccrclv your list of superior servants would 
enable me to detain you longer on subjects of commendation, but I have finisher! 
the picture and l cannot add another figure that deserves to be distinguished 
from the groupe 

25 Having filled *o manv pages upon the subject of public affairs you 
mil indulge me with a few line* upon a circumstance which concerns myself 
Mr Johnstone in his last minute in Council has thought proper to throw out 
some observations' upon the validity of mi title to the jaghtre insinuating 
that the defect which he pretends to have diwoicrcd was not known at the 
time of my litigation with the Company As I would not wish that o point 
in width mv lionor is concerned should pass unnoticed 1 must observe that 
the Kings tunnud whkh Mr Johnstone affirms was requisite to be obtained 
within 6 months from the granting of the jaghtre for the confirmation of it 
is a matter of form onlr and not understood to be essential As a proof of 
this 1 rndo«c translations of various jaghirr grants properly attested by 
Mr \ ansittart the I ersun Translator as atso an attestation of the same gentle 
man. that the gram to me was as complete as other grants of tlvat nature 
gmrrallv are hut to put thi* matter mil of dispute the juprr of agreement 
winch Mr J dinstonr alluded to is of no more consequence than a plrrc of 
Manl paper since tt was nnrr neeuird hr me or hv any agent m saqorr! 
on mv am unt n r was anr agent ever named or thought of hv mr ! .nr tows I 
I transmit vou a translation of the- paper attested also by Mr \ ansittart 
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26 Permit me now to remind you that I have a large family, who stand 
in need of a father’s protection, that I sacrifice my health, and hazard my 
fortune with my life, by continuing in this climate The first great purposes 
of my appointment arc perfectly answered Peace is restored, and my engage- 
ment to procure for the Company the reversion of my jaghire is completed 
in the fullest manner, since it is not only confirmed by the present Nabob, 
but by the Great Mogul I now' only w’ait to be informed, whether my conduct 
thus far be approv cd of. and whether the whole or any part of the regulations 
I hate had the honor to lay before you, are conformable to your ideas of the 
reformation necessary to be established If they meet with your approbation, 
I doubt not you will immediately empower me m conjunction with the Select 
Committee, to finish the business so successfully begun, w'hich may easily be 
effected before the end of the ensuing year, when I am determined to return 
to Europe, and hope to acquaint you m person with the accomplishment of 
every wish you can form for the prosperity of your affairs m Bengal 

27 I shall conclude this tedious letter by observing that my anxiety to 
know whether you approve of my conduct or not, can proceed from no odier 
motive than my concern for the public, since I continue invariable in the lesolu- 
tion I formed, and expressed in a General Court, long before the covenants were 
proposed, of acquiring no addition to my fortune, by my acceptance of die 
Government and I beg leave also to assure you, diat in order to obviate all 
suspicion of a collusion in this delicate point, I have not permitted either of 
the gentlemen of my family <o hold an employment in your service, nor to 
receive presents, although they arc not bound by covenants to the contrary 
The small congratulatory itazurs, elephants, horses, &c which I have been 
under a necessity of receiving, do not, I imagine amount to any considerable 
sum, but whatever it may be, not a fardung shall go into my owm pocket I 
have ludierto been too much engaged m matters of public importance to 
attend to a particular valuation , but I have caused an exact account to be kept 
of every, even the most trifling present, which at my return shall be submitted 
to your inspection, and m the mean time the amount of the whole shall go 
towards defraying my extraordinary cxpences as Governor The only favor 
I have to solicit for myself, is, that although your treasury here wall for the 
future be so full as to render it difficult for individuals to obtain bills upon die 
Company payable at home, you will be pleased to indulge me with the usual 
channel of remittance of my jaghter, untill it reverts to the Company 

I have the honor to be with the utmost respect, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Clive 


To 

The Honourable the Court of Directors 

28 I cannot help requesting your attention to Mr William Wynne, a 
young gentleman whom I brought out to India with me, and whom I was in 
hopes of seeing appointed a writer on the list of that year I have caused him 
to transcribe this letter, that you may see he is qualified m point of penman- 
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ship and as he has lived constantly with me and acted as assistant to my scctc 
tarv I can take upon me to be responsible for his conduct and abilities in 
every respect. It is therefore my particular request that you confer on him 
the station of a writer to take rank from the time of his leaving England 
29 I beg leave also to recommend to your protection Mr Mnddnon a 
gentleman of a liberal education and who promises to be a very valuable 
servant to the Company from an uncommon facility m acquiring the Persian 
language As he is 27 years of age you will not think me unreasonable in 
solliciting for him the appointment of a factor 

Clive. 

30th Scptcmlxrr 1765 
[Per Admiral Steams ] 
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LETTER DATED 30 SEPTEMBER 1765 

5 /upping nezes— restitution of French settlements in India— appointment of 
military officers by Lord Clive— acceptance of presents from country gnrrrn 
ment prohibited— -enquiry into the question of monry received b\ the members 
of the deputation for the c\ecution of treaty snth Psajmud Datdah — Lord Cities 
complaint against Mr Rurdett and the loiters resignation — Mr Sykes appoint 
c d Resident at Murthidabad in place of Mr Middleton — enlargement of the 
Council undesirable — regulation for conducting inland trade in salt betel nut 
and tobacco— question of regular payment to Commodore Tinker and his 
squadron of the donation monr\ from Mir Jafar — acceptance b\ General 
Comae of a present from Shah Alani recom mended 

To the Hnnlilc the Court of Director* for afTurs of the llonlilc the 
United Company of Meriliants of England trading to the 1 a t Indies 

Ilnnlile Sr* 

1 Tin ship the \dmtral Simms having !>ccn purchased to proceed to 

Cm 4 h 1 ' nu a a packet in convquencr of a recommendation from 

Cm n 1 Julv^ *hc Select Committer we embrace the npportunitv of iran« 

muting to von hv her some general ncccuarv information 
mcr i nr lavt address i f the lltli of March hr the Rule 

2 \m» were then advucd of the arrival of the Enrd Ant n hut that we 
ha I n >l a* vrt tiad ant annum tithrr of the remaining Iran p< rt die Prime 
nf It oV» OT 1 f die krni The f unit! imp< rted with uv It mevrr n» la t on 
dir 1 ih 1 1 \j id havm,, f a die purpose i f rcfrrdung hrr rrtruit* pm in ai 
S Mlvj 1 nr i n the «» a t of llrarit and the C-ij«r i f (* 1 llijir Tin Irnlrc 1 
rrtardctl her 1 ut ill j It n*etpicnce» theft* f weir happdv rtf iirrurd lor 
die j^-opfe aim *o all f them having l>em landed line (mj |*rtfret bralih 
Tlse / rnt v pj*-d aN at lUi l>e Janeiro ard the latter place and have ai 
Jj id Char ptrtittdir d ire put in afterward* at 1 «ri *>r (.v upr f * a f * 
tlavi ami hr !<*1 at d nqu«-»t « f the I rr lent an 1 C until the r run m 
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board, about fifty in number arrived with us on tire 3rd of May when his 
Loidship being acconrpanyed to town by a proper deputation, took charge of 
Consn 3 & 6 the Government from Mr Spencer A lettei of thanks was 
VTay at the same time addressed to this gentleman for the regard 

he had shewn to the Company’s affairs m continuing m the mean tune to 
hold die charge, and on die return now of die proper season, he will proceed 
immediately to Ins station at Bombay Messrs Sumner and Sykes having 
also ai rived, took dieir seats at the Board according to then appointment 

3 We have only yet this season had the honor of your commands of 
the 21st of Novembei last by the Tilbury winch ship imported at Fort St 

George the 25di of July The Horsendon and Royal Cap- 
16 tain arrived there also the 23rd and 24th of June and we 

since learn, proceeded on their destmations for China the 19th of July, the 
Tilbury being to follow diem about the begmmng of this month We have 
not received any intelligence of your other expected ships on this side but we 
are apprized from Fort Marlbro’ that die Thames and Grosvenor imported 
with them on the 20th June and 4di July 

4 We have furdier the pleasure to acquamt you with die safe arrival of 
the Earl of Middlesex at Fort St George on die 27th of May from Fort Marlbro’ 
and Batavia having been under the necessity of returning to die last port after 
an unsuccessful attempt to gam her passage against the northerly monsoon, 
and as this ship was now on high demorage, the gendemen thought it would 
be for the interest of the Company to return her to Europe and resolved to 
keep her accordingly for their first dispatch We have been informed from 
Fort Marlbro’ of her having landed with them from the French Islands the 
remainder of prisoners of war who were left there and chose to return 

5 The Caernarvon sailed from Fort St George on the 28th of March and 
the Asia havmg been dispatched from Bombay on the 13di of April to call on 

die Coast for timbers and plank diere provided for us, 
3rd°Tune 16 A ^ r arrived here the 3rd of June We were at the same time 

advised that the Calcutta and London were under dispatch 
for Europe from diat Presidency, and of die departure of die York and Talbot 
from Telhchery for Canton on the 30th of April From Fort St George we 
learn that the Duke of Gloucester, Duke of Richmond and Earl of Elgin bound 
likewise to diat place, were at Batavia by die last advices diey received from 
thence dated the 27th of April, die Argo frigate with the consignment of 
treasure to the supra cargoes havmg sailed by the Pitts Passage on die 29th 
of January , and from those gentlemen we aie informed under date die 4th 
of March of die arrival widi them of the Princess Augusta on the 12th of 
January and that she was dien undei dispatch to you together with die Earl 
of Lincoln 

6 Having taken immediately under consideiation your advices, widi those 
we had before received from the gentlemen at Fort St George and Bombay 

and from Canton widi respect to the ships which would be 
Consn IS July on hand dns season and attending to die state of our lm est- 
ment and other necessarv circumstances, we diereupon formed a disposition 
of -diem which is entered for the sake of reference after our proceedings , and 
you will please to observe, that besides this packet carrying a cargo chiefly of 
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fine goods and the Earl of Middlesex under dispatch from Fort Sl George 
we expect to provide for five fro to this side vtzt to the Pan fit k Grtnvtlle Pons 
bourne Falmouth and Speke of these the formcT will proceed to that Prcsi 
dency in the month of December with a supph of saltpetre which they have 
requested ma) not be less than 200 or 250 tons, as the Earl of Middlesex would 
take off most of what they had on hand to be from thence returned home in 
February The three following vessels certainly return direct from hence fully 
laden and we hope our investment will enable us to send you the remain 
ing one also but if this should not be the ease we purposed employing her 
to carry the annual supplies from here and Fort St George for Fort Marlbro 
and then proceed on to China to be returned to you in the season of 1766/7 

7 The great assistance which the gentlemen at Bombay received from 
us last season in the article of saltpetre and what we mean to supply them 
with this at least 25,000 maunds, will we expect enable them to return home 
the four ships consigned to their side as well as the Kent of last year which 
we shall immediately send round to them her late arrival having prevented 
her proceeding last season we also intend returning thttlier the Asia leaving 
to that Presidency her further disposal either by despatch to Europe or pro- 
viding her with a stock and sending her to be returned from China In the 
following season 

8 This plan we must observe is made upon the supposition that the Fal 
mouth comes out on the same terms and footing as the rest of the ships, in which 
ease we conclude it mxy stand good but if on the contrary she is an old vessel! 
for sale in India we can forward home the whole of our Investment by en 
creasing the bale cargoes of the other three from the usual proportion of one 
thousand or twelve hundred bales to fourteen or fifteen hundred and least 
anv accident should Iiappcn to either of those we shall defer the dispatch of 
the Ana till the beginning of November when we hope to l»c upon n certainty 
anil shall determine accordinglv 

9 Tlie consignments to the supra cargoes at Canton for the service of 
this season arc so verr considerable including the remittance of ten lacks of 
rupees made to them Iff the /Irgn and wliat the gentlemen at Fort Sl George 
adv»*e ut tlicv liavc sent them by the Ttlbury Hnrsendon and Ro\at Captain 
l>eing pagodoo 3.57.23/ that they will Ik* able to return home all their ships 
and the three of last rear bcforcmentioned to at Batavia as well as the 1 ork 
and Ta'I nf from the Malalsar Coast with cargoes to the full stipulated amount 
in sour present commands of £3HJW) for each ami upon a computation from 
their advices have afterwards remaining in their hands a large haltance near 
pMWo L Sterling in order to liegin their investment for the f< 11 ns mg rear 

lt> Having thus toil i lered the subject wr gave immediatrlv the n«c* 
♦an adsuc t> tit gentlemen at I ort St George ami Botnliar 

II On the arrival « f the Kent the f irmrr Presidency Ixnrimcd fn m Mr 
Sumn r ti a t t in making up their consignments to the sujrra cargoes tlie 
quantity of of Spam h silver i j !*• j*awl him here 

n A *' at tlie saluatu n m our mint making Arc* f "*9 We 

aft f»ard uj m thnr rrprrwntan m tlut the grnd m n at 
It nl av t’epende 1 t j n them t » cmnj ’ at the »t <k f >r the Tall r »f 1 ) rk 
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was deficient near five lacks of lupccs, offered to assist diem theiem by drafts 
as far as four lacks , and if the Asia should as we at present 
^ intend, proceed to Bombay, we shall, m case of her after un- 

avoidablc destination to Canton, make further provision foi this branch of 
your commerce by a remittance of two or three lacks of rupees We must here 
add diat we pay due attention to your fresh instructions and commands res- 
pecting it , and shall on all occasions afford it every assistance m our powder 

12 Reckoning upon the Asia's proceeding to Bombay accordingly, she is 
now r receiving 400 tons or 12,000 maunds of the proposed supply of saltpetre 
and wc have also shipped on the Kent 100 tons or 3,000 maunds We have 
likewise supplyed diat Presidency with money since oui last advices, to the 
amount of above five lacks of rupees, and shall continue honoring such further 
drafts as they may make on us either by immediate payment or interest bonds, 
which they advise they shall leave to option m the terms on which they grant 
them 

13 The Bute did not receive the dispatch from Ingellee till die 25th of 
March owing to very tempestuous weather and other difficulties and impedi- 
ments in receiving on board the latter part of her cargo , after all 280 bales 
and chests were returned to town, beside 79 bales, which we are sorry to mention 
w r ere lost in one of the sloops as she was waiting to deliver diem, making toge- 
dier tons 64 10 These Captain Maitland aftei wards represented to us he was 
unable to take in on account of the detachment of troops we had put on board 
the ship and die large quantity of baggage they had carried with them, for 
which we had refused to make him any allowance of tonnage But we beg 
leave to refer you foi a full relation of all die cucumstances to his letters and 
the Master Attendant’s and Export Warehouse Keeper’s reports entered on our 
Consultations of die 25th March and 1st and 4di of April, upon the last of which 
you will also particularly observe a protest and counter piotest on the occasion 
from die Master Attendant and Captain Maidand, togedier widi our remarks 
and sentiments , and w r e shall here only add further that die returned bales 
and chests are now sent you by die Admiral Steevens, marked as we directed 
with the letter B to denote m distinction from the rest of her cargo, their 
having been intended for die Bute as also die Warehouse Keeper’s account of 
them and the lost bales referred to in his reports 

14 We mentioned to you in our last address from the Secret Depaitment 
die arrival of Mr Law, the French Commissary on the Coast , and we are now 
to inform you that havmg received the restitutions to be there made to that 
nation, he proceeded to Bengal and on the 15th of June was put in possession 
of Chandernagore by Mr George Vansittart whom we appointed upon this 
occasion, Commissary for His Britamck Majesty , havmg afterwards advised us 
of the nomination of his deputies for receiving the subordinate settlements at 
Sydabad, Dacca, Jugdea and Balasore, the necessary appointments were also 
made on our part and the two first places have been accordmgly restored We 
have yet heard nothing concernmg Jugdea , and with respect to the Balasore 
factory some objections have occurred upon its not bemg m the condition 
required by the terms of the treaty which have prevented its bemg yet made 
over , Mr Law has, however, now given his orders for its being received m its 
present state, leaving those circumstances to be adjusted between us upon 
further accounts from our respective commissaries He has further set forth 
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the title of the French Companj io two spoil of ground nt Slnghu nnd Chuprah 
near Patna which wc have advised him »houkl m like manner be restored upon 
his appointment of a perron to receive them. We transmit in the packet for 
vour inspection copies of the Act of Restitution of Chandcrnagorc 1 those for the 
other places bang the same with only the necessary alteration of term*. 

15 Upon the occasion we received a representation from Mr Law touch 
mg the incom cnicnccs and difficulties the French Company would be exposed 

to from our direct adherence to the terms of a treaty which 
It June restricts them from erecting fortifications or entertaining 

any troops m these provinces accompan\cd by the cop) of an answer on the 
subject the original whereof he had before communicated to Lord Clive, which 
the Minuter for the India Affairs had on hu departure from France received 
from the Secretary of State. He therefore expressed lm hope that we would 
lie induced to allow tliem a small number of armed Europcins and scapoy* 
with a few pieces of cannon and a proper lodgement to winch they might 
retire in ease of anv surprize from the country people assuring us particularly 
that he meant not to elude in the least !» ihis application the effect of the 
conditions of the treaty 

16 lhning pro perl) considered the same we agreed with a reserve to 
ourselves of the right of withdrawing the terms whenever we might have reason 

to apprehend an improper use of them to permit one officer 
Con n 2 t June mcmv j uro pcnn infantr) with one hundred scapov* to lie 
entertained nt Chandcrnagorc and fifty of the latter at each of the sulmrdi 
nates also to allow them a wall at Chandcrnagorc such as they formerly had 
at Los imhuzar and twent) pieces of cannon not of a heavier weight than 6 
pounder* for the purpose of salutes on the usual occasions winch would nt 
the wine nmc full) answer the end of imposing a proper respect on the country 
jwroplc We further agTeed to allow them five artillery men for working these 
gun and having communicated our determination to Mr Ijw we received 
lu (hanks in the nunc of the nation for the same and a further assurance 
that no improper use would ever be made of anv indulgence we might gram 
them 


I# Having al^j received an application from Inm Milfictting a supplv of 
iu.ht »r nine tlum and inaunds <f saltpetre on the same terms as the ))iiuh 
to a t t in complcaung their cargoes from hence and their 
< is jut other settlement and finding l»v our advices from Patna 
that our investment thi* season wmitd enable n without 
anv me ntrnicmr to romplv therewith hc agreed to spare them atroribngJv 
lhr la i inrnnoflril ijuamitv and gave orders for their l>cing form lied witli 
I ^ . . seven thousand maumlv immediate!? and the remaining two 

thousand in tic month of IKcrmlwr remarking Ivoworf 
t i Mr 1 iw ai the same time that no right to anv part of tin branch of torn 
Imttr wa fr «n heme t > lie c-*tahh Iwtl tb High tte dnml 1 alwav with espial 
tea fire* a i t the < nijunv when it coufd l*c d me with the *amc i« nsrtmmr 


It* Imiiu hardy uj n the arrival if I/ml Clive we protrrdn! t i fis tic 
aj mtimnis i f the fid l « ffierrs agtcablv t » tlir evtahh ltment m % itr t 

( n t matul if the l*t of June l ft and Central tarn and 

C t nc! ^nnili wrrr in comrspumr staiiomd i< the f*t and 

“'rid lutulh m 
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19 The command of the 3rd being vacant by the death of Major Knox, 
it would of course have devolved to Sir Robeit Fletcher, but Lord Chve in- 
formed the Board that aldiough Sir Robert Barker was only mentioned in the 
letter as commandant of the artillery, he knew from what had passed between 
him and some of the gendemen of the direction respectmg the appointments, 
that it was the intention he should have the choice of succeedmg to the com- 
mand of one of the battalions m case of a vacancy and bemg at dns time 
desirous of having the 3rd, it was agreed to appomt him thereto accordingly 

20 Sir Robert Fletcher became m consequence Lieutenant Colonel to the 
1st battallion and it was also agreed to promote Major Peach to the 2nd till 
the pomt of priority in rank between him and Major Champion was deter- 
mined by your answer to die applications made to you respectmg this gentle- 
man and Sir Robert Fletcher 


21 Proceeding then to the 3rd appointment of Lieutenant Colonel, Lord 
Chve further informed die Board that on Ins arrival at the Cape, he found 
there on his passage to Europe, Major Charles Chapman of His Majesty’s 79th 
Regiment, and Messrs Sumner and Sykes widi Colonel Smith and Barker 
represented to him diat as die number of field officers was not compleat ac- 
cording to die establishment an opportunity offered m their opinion of doing 
the Company gieat service by introducing that gendeman as one, having on 
account of his particular merit been solhcited by die President and Council to 
remain at Fort St George m the command of their troops under General 
Lawrence which although we had declined, he was willing to come to Bengal 
with his Lordship, provided he had tank next after Major Peach That he 
jomed m sentiment with those gentlemen and brought die Major here accord- 
ingly under such a promise and Ins Lordship therefore proposed he should 
have this appointment, not doubting in the least your confirmation diereof 


22 Some debate passed at the Board on this occasion upon winch Ins 
Lordship mformed them that m virtue of the power vested m him, for which 
he referred to the 36th paragraph of the General Letter he should certainly 
grant the commission m question but would wish to have dieir concurrence 
and desired the sentiments of the several members might be collected, which 
you will find recorded accordingly on the proceedmgs and Major Chapman 
was appointed the third Lieutenant Colonel 


23 Majors Champion and Subbert and Captain Hugh Grant weic aftel- 
wards appointed the Majors to the three battalions, and m consideration of 
the long and faithful services of Capt Christian Fischer, and 
Consn 28 May as t j ie f ormer objection to promoting him was now removed 
by the appointment of so many officers of superior rank a Major’s brevet was 
also granted to him 


24 Before Colonel Smidi piocecded to join the army, we recened a re- 
presentation 2 from lnm touching his apjiomtments at this Presidency, setting 
forth diat he was positively assured he was to succeed to 
Consn 28 May a p t j ie same both civil and military which General Carnac 
now holds in the service, and expressing dierefore his surprize at finding himself 
on Ins ai rival, precluded from die former by the 10th paragraph of your 
beforementioned letter Much expressly says that after die death or departure 
of die General, no officer shall hate a constant seat at die Board without vour 
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leave but only when mtlitary a flair* arc under consideration We beg leave 
to refer you to the representation itself of winch a copy u transmitted in the 
packet and we request your order* in answer taking at the tame time the 
liberty to offer it as our opinion to you that the commanding officer of the troops 
should ipon all occasions have a scat at the Board 

25 The Select Committee agreeably to your appointment* was also formed 
directly upon the Kents arrival Their power* were therefore communicated 

to our subordinate factonc* and to the Prcsidcncic* of Fort 
Con n. 6 May gL an( j j^mbay and the necessary direction* given 

in consequence to the former to obey all order* which they might receive from 
them and the Committee have from time to time laid before the Board such 
of their proceeding* a* they judged adnseablc and proper 

26 The covenants which you were pleased to send out regarding the 
acceptance of present* from the country government not having been at this 

Comte th Ma time ,u ^ )5Cn ^ c ^ t0 t ^ u * wa * |U hjcct of their Tint const 
y deration and they thereupon communicated to the Board 
their opinion that the «mc should he immediately executed in the form 
prescribed by the member* of the Council and all other servant* of the Com 
pany which was conformed to accordingly by the member* present and the 
Secretary was ordered to prepare and transmit *ct(* for the several other 
gentlemen both in the civil and military Those to the former have liven 
all returned ducly executed as well as the greatest part of the latter But 
the distance the army has been from us and the officers being variously dis- 
persed has occasioned some trouble and delay in getting these complcatcd 
and we wait the remainder of them to forward to you the whole together 


27 The next proceedings which the Committee Iakl before the Council 
contained their resolution for enforcing immediately the Boards orders with 
. j 0 respect to the return of the European ogents from up the 

countrv granting them a further indulgence of two months 
to the 1st of August which was afterwards prolonged to the 21st of October 
puhltck notice of this resolution was accordingly [nc] in consequence whereof we 
understand many arc arrived in Calcutta and we shall take care tliat the rest 
return aim in dim time 


Their su!>«cqucnt proceedings for some time were on enquiry into the 
circumstances of some sums which liad iteen received from the present \al*>b 
and others hr the gentlemen who composed the deputation 
Con n i»k 7 I for the execution of the treaty with his hxtellcncv on the 
j I, V ° decease t f his father 1 1 t Messrs Johnstone Senior Middle 
n n and I^evtcster os aim lor the other mnn!>cr« at the 
I re tdeno Mrs r> Spencer PlavdcII Jhirdelt and Cray We beg leave to refer 
sou Id the juoccrdings them elves on this subject and to the several nnnutr* 
an 1 shfrntrs tntrtcd ihrrni|»on the registers of Council anil < f the Gunmittrc 
and request umt sentiment ami determinations on the wh !e We havr onlv 
line ti n tier t sou in particular that Mr John t me ha in ion rqurncr 
and f t • ihcT truon set firth In lu» minute resigned v mr service ami 
proceed hune b\ ihit < pj rriunur 


\t our OimultJiK n of the Nth of June \t rd Give entered a irprr 
sciTMion and <« mp'amt a~aimt Mr Burden f * luung m lib of£<e of 
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Zemmdai confined, and detained after application for his release, a ghaut- 
Consn •?.} June '> nan J cc > i or over-seer of boats, employed by his Lordship on 
. the occasion of intended expedition up the country to take 
upon him the command of the army and settle affairs with the powers in 
those parts , Mr Burdctt not being picsent at tins meeting, an order was 
immediately issued to him for the man’s enlargement and his answer to 
the same, ha\ mg been received, assigning die reasons for his proceedmg winch 
did not appear sufficient, and conceived in terms esteemed disrespectful to 
the Board, they determined that he should make a proper acknowledgement 
bodi to Lord Cln c and themselves , Ins Lordship at die same time took leave 
of the Board to proceed in die business befoie intimated, 


30 Mr Burdctt complied afterwards with this determination and his 
Lordship hawng desned to be acquainted dierewidi, it was accordingly com- 
municated to lum but Mr Burdett entered a minute on 

22nd n Do 3 ^ lc stl ^ c ^ 1S ^ etter ’ m consequence whereof further 

proceedings occurred , and diese being likewise transmitted 
to his Lordship, we received an answer from him confirming the opinion 
he had before given of diat gentleman’s conduct, m terms, which deter- 
mined Mr Burdctt having intimated his intention of returning this season 
to Europe to sit no longer at die Board and he also resigned your service 
accordingly 

31 Lord Clive has since delivered in a minute setting fordi that he cannot 
accuse himself of having given cause for die resentment expressed by 

Mr Burdett, and his opmion concerning his resignation 
°nsn 11 c P r referring to a letter from Raja Doolubram to Mr Sumner 
when President, in respect to a note of hand 5 for a sum of money which he 
represented he had given to Mr Burdett upon the Nabob’s accession to die 
government under the promise of his endeavours, to procure him a share in 
die administration, which he had not fulfilled and therefore solhcitmg 
Mr Sumner’s assistance for the recovery thereof Of this minute and letter 
Mr Burdett has had a copy and we expect his answer 

32 Lord Clive havmg arrived m town and resumed his seat at the Board 
die 9th instant, laid before them an extract from the proceedmgs of the Select 

Consn 9th Se t Committee held the 7 th upon his return, accompanymg the 

p copy of a treaty of peace concluded by him and General 

Camac on the part of the Hon’ble Company and the Nabob, with Shuja doula, 
together with the translation of a grant and sunnuds obtained from the King 
for the dewanny of these provinces and an agreement subscribed to in con- 
sequence by the Nabob through the means of his Lordship and Mr Sykes, 
as also translations of other sunnuds from the King confirming to the Com- 
pany their former possessions and securing to them the reversion in perpetuity 
of My" Lords jagheer For this last his Lordship had before 

Consn 15 July 

on Ins way up, obtained die Nabob’s sunnud m duplicate 
one of them to be forwarded to you if we judged it proper which is accordingly 
transmitted in the packett with an attested copy of the translation We also 
send you lik e copies of the several papers above mentioned to which we beg 
leave to refer you and to oSer you at die same time our hearty congratulations 
on this happy event of the return of peace, which we hope and have now all 
reason to expect from our established influence and power, will in future be 
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un interrupted. The fame was proclaimed here in proper form on the 12th 
and ordered to be also published at the subordinate*. 

33 At the Coniultation of the 9th of June, Mr Sykes entered a minute 
informing the Board that the Select Committee had ordered him to proceed 
to Munhedahad* on affair* of importance which would be communicated to 
them when the proceeding* were drawn up and that he should *ct out ac 
cordingly without loss of time. Messrs. Leicester and Gray dissented upon 
this occasion not being able to judge either of the object of Mr S)Lcs com 
mission or the necessity of his appointment and as Mr Middleton a member 
of the Board was already stationed President {sic] at the Durbar to transact 
whatever points of business might occur with the country government had acted 
in that capacity to the entire satisfaction of the Council and could not be super 
seded without i reflection on his ability to conduct such business The pro- 
ceeding* were afterward* laid before the Board when those gentlemen confirm 
cd their dissent esteeming Mr hCddlcton *ull the proper person to transact the 

Cog»h. 18 T t business entrusted to Mr SyL.es and upon Mr Middleton* 
,n- Ju y receiving intimation from the Select Committee of this 
appointment he addressed the Board ns appears on Consultation the I8di 
of the same month setting forth how much it must lessen the weight and 
influence winch it was absolutely necessary lie should maintain in his station 
and diat he could not therefore widi on) credit to himself remain any longer 
in it, more especially a* Lord Clive had told lnm on hi* waj up that it was 
intended to remove him shortly and place Mr Sykes in Ins stead and *olh 
citing in consequence Chicfshlp of Patna, which had become vacant a few 
day* before b) the sudden decease of Mr Biller*. To this he was accordingly 
appointed and ordered b\ the majont) to proceed immediately delivering over 
to the Chief of Covwnbuzar the management of *uch hunnc** a* lie had been 
entrusted with from the Board. Mr Sumner being the only member of tlie 
Committee then present minuted at the same time a declaration on their part 
that no reflection wliatcvcr on Mr Middleton nor derogation from Ins necessary 
weight and influence as public Resident wai intended by them and produced 
the copy of the letter wrote him on tlie occasion setting forth the iniproprict) 
of charging an) other than a member of the Committee with the nnnage 
ment of busincs* which liad not been disclosed to the Council as an agreement 
for bis satisfaction. Mr SvLes liaving proceeded conformably to Ids deputation 
be returned to tlie Presidency with Lord Chic. 

34 Mr \crclit upon being called to Calcutta to talc !m scat in the 
Committer resigned the chiefthip of Chittagong factory In width Mr Playddl 

<ih Imw ,UCCCT< ^ him And upon the resignation of Mr John 
r’ftuu ' »i"nc he was appointed by die Committee to the charge 

of supers! ton of the lturdwan rrsenur* 

At the Consultation < f the 2’nd of July a motion was made lit 
Mr lUirdctt for filling up the vacancies in Council from Mr Jrhnstorw* said 
resignation and the draih of Mr Biltcr* agreeahlr to yiKir last appointment 
anil order*. l!| m winch Mr Sumner Informed them that the Committer hail 
ahradr talm the *ul p-cr < f dime order* under consideration a**! *hmiM 
determine on them at their fir»t meeting uj»on the rrtum of the absent 
nwtnlwr* to the I re ulencr and therefore dc irnl that the filing up of die 
vacant K* mi^ht till then l»r j xrp net I die maj'ftitv of the IWord mtrnn" 
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tlieir opinions that the matter should not be defferred and proposing accord- 
ingly to call to the Board die two next gentlemen on the list Mr Sumner 
dissented diereto m his own and the name of the Committee, reserving to 
them a revisal of die measure, but the majority confirming their opmions, 
Messrs Francis Chailton and Thomas French, the two next servants were in 
consequence ordered from Dacca to take dierr seats 


36 Upon the assemblmg agam of the Committee, Mr Sumner related to 
diem accordingly what had passed at die Board, and diey recoided their senti- 
Consn i6 sc tr mcnts thereon offering at die same tune their reasons for 
p not enlarging the number of die Council which latter were 
first, diat die collection of the Burdwan revenues should no longei be managed 
by a chief and council but as proposed m a representation to them from 
Mr Verelst at die same time communicated to the Board by a jumor servant 


residing always on the spot, and a supervisor who, if a member of the Board, 
might stdl retain Ins seat, as such Ins charge would only require an occasional 
attendance , secondly with respect to the business of the Midnapore province, 
that it was not of sufficient consequence to require the direction of a member 
of the Council and might be as well conducted by a junior servant , and thirdly 
dieir having under consideration the recalhng die factory at Benans m con- 
sequence of the treaty concluded with Sliuja Dowla Upon which different 
circumstances, diey recommended die Board to reconsider the appointments 
of Messieurs Charlton and French We beg leave to refer you to the pro- 
ceedings of die Committee for diose sentiments and a particular explanation 
of their reasons for die proposed changes respecting Burdwan and Midnapore, 
as also to the opmions of the several members of the Board diereon and shall 
here only add that die majority being of opinion the first alteration should 
take place and the members of the Board joining widi die Committee as to 
the latter, die appointments of the new members were in consequence set aside 
and orders given to the factory at Dacca accordingly Mr Leycester however, 
entered a minute confirming his opinion against a reduction in die number 
to which we further refer you 


37 We received a letter from Lord Clive durmg his absence at Benaris 
representing his opinion of your tide to a moiety of the mony obtained there 
by our army in consequence of the deed of gift* from 
[19?] Augt the Kong to the Company of such proportion of all plunder 

and which should be taken in India by his forces on land and your orders 
putting their own military upon the same footing and reserving to them the 
odier moiety , he at the same time pomted out as an argument the stipulation 
in favor of the Company of one half of what should be taken at Manilla, 
esteeming it a similar case with the one now m question and referred the 
subject to the consideration of the Board 


38 It appearing on reference to the registers of Council before his 
Lordship’s arrival diat the Board considered the said money as a voluntary 
gift from die merchants rather than a ransom foi the town obtained by 
military force, and that for the reasons assigned they thought proper to consent 
to the army’s receivmg it without reserving any claim to the Company We 
did not think this being the case that a demand on them for a share of the 
money could now with any propriety be made and we communicated these 
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our sentiments accordingly m answer to his Lordship transmitting for his 
particular information extra cu of those registers viz l 

Of the letters to the Commanding Officer of the 6th November and 6th 
December last and 

Of the Consultation of the 3rd January upon an application received 
from the officers and men of the 76th Regiment and His Majesty s 
Marine* to which we beg also to refer jou on the occasion, 

39 Upon his Lordship a return to the Presidency he informed the Board 
that while he was with the army he had formed it upon the establishment 
and plan laid down in your commands of the 1st of June 1764 and purposed 
for the better regulating their pay in future and the prevention of an) abuses 
that there should be seperate paymasters with deputies and a commissar) to 
each brigade. The Board agreed with him entirely in the propriety of those 
appointments and the pay masters were accordingly nominated the oilier 
offices remaining to be fixed at a future meeting 

40 The Select Committee having taken under consideration your orders 
touching the inland trade in the articles of salt bcctlenur and tobacco the) 

communicated to the Board in their next proceedings a sett 
aE * L of regulations formed thereupon as the ground work of a 
plan for carrying it on in future we beg leave to refer to proceedings them 
selves for your particular information of this pbn and have hereto informed 
you that Messrs. Sumner Verclst Leycestcr and Gray were in consequence 
commuted the Committee 1 for receiving charge thereof and managing it on 
behalf of the body of proprietors with authont) to correspond with the sub- 
ordinate factories and to pursue all such measures as might conformably 
thereto appear to them eligible and that the necessary advice and orders 
were given accordingly and publication made prohibiting all persons depend 
ant on the Company* Government from entering into an) new engagements 
In those articles unless as contractors with the Committee for the purchase or 
sale of them \\c have also to notice to you that Messrs, Lc)cotcr and Cra) 
dissented to the authority the Select Committee had taken upon themselves 
on this occasion esteeming it in no wi*c delegated to them b) the terms am! 
intention of their appointment and tliat the subject should liavc liccn con 
sidcrcd and determined on in Council. 

41 The Committee of Trade having entered upon the prosecution of the 
plan we have received from them a representation for liavlng the Societv 

secured against any innovations, in the course of their 
Om n. 16 Aupt engagements and snlhciting from us such a deed as 

we might think sufficient to insure to them the rxihmvr right to the trade till 
those engagement* arc concluded die same to l>c renewed every seaum *<► 
long as it shall be agreeable to \ou that the pbn should subsist. We could not 
but agree with them entirely in the jwoprietr of this measure and having given 
direct i m* ft drawing accordingl* such writing as mar l>e tlwmght sufficient 
to secure 1 1 the present propriety the right in question and we arc nm ii 
request vour permi not to renew the same for the futurr oncern* if the pbn 
meets with vour approludon. 

42. Commodore Tinker lias mg received from the late Sal jb Mm 
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Jafficr a grant of 12,50,000 rupees as a donation to himself and the squadron 
under his command, 8 for their services m the war against 
Mecr Cossim, he presented to the Board on departure a 
translation of die same and requested dieir assistance in 
procuring regular payments conformably to die terms , to which the Board 
rcplycd expressing their satisfaction at the Nabob’s having diought proper to 
considci the services of the squadron and assuring Mr Tinker 
Consn 9 Scptr that <?o far as it might appear to them m his power con- 
sistently Midi the performance of the engagements of his treaty, the Commo- 
dore might depend on their complyance widi Ins application Two of die 
periods of payment having expired and no part been yet received, die agents 
liaie now addressed us enclosing the translation of a letter from the present 
Nabob with a confirmation of Ins father’s grant, and solliciting our interposi- 
tion for procuring them die amount due , representing with a view of adding 
weight to their application that many of the officers and men of the squadron 
having contracted debts during their abode in Calcutta, their drafts on the 
donation had upon the strength of the Board’s promise been accepted in dis- 
charge thereof by merchants of the place whose private fortunes had already 
suffered and must suffer still more by any further delay of payment 

43 Tins representation having been considered and debated on, the 
majority of the Board were of opinion the dewanny of these provinces, and the 

agreement thereupon made with the Nabob by which after 
Consn 1 cptr ^ stipulations for the King and his Exxellency, the re- 
maining part of the revenues devolves to the Company, they could not of 
themselves determine upon the subject but that it should be referred to your 
decission , and the circumstances being accordingly thus stated to you, we 
wait your answer and orders thereon 

44 The ships Lord Anson and Prince of Wales having been reported 
clear of their consignments on the 29th of April and 24th of June, they were 
immediately dismissed your service and their journals and other books of their 
voyage, required conformably to your orders to be returned to you, the same 
Are transmitted you by tins opportunity and we have discharged the ballances 
of freight remaining to be paid the owners m India as per their respective 
accounts received m the packets We have also reimbursed the commanders 
for sundry necessaries provided m the course of their passage, for the use of 
the recruits whom they brought out vizt to the former CRs 1,98,957 and to 
the latter CRs 9,044-6-0, both accounts being properly vouched and certified 


45 The Solebay one of the two ships taken up last year for furnishing 
your Presidency of Fort Marlbro’ with slaves from Madagascar having con- 
cluded her voyage, arrived with us on the 22nd ultimo and we received by her 
a packet from the President and Council, under a general address to either 
of the three sentiments, enclosing several papers respecting her in consequence 
of a demand made on the commander upon account of the owners for the sum 
of £2,500 advanced them m England which he refused payment of These 
papers they therefore transmitted pointing out particularly to the observation 
of those who might receive them, that your instructions to them were very 
explicit, although the charter party appeared rather defective in the wording , 
that If it appeared eligible, an attempt might be made to recover the money 
by course of law. We perused and examined the different papers but not 
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choosing to proceed upon our judgement in a cue of this nature, ire referred 
them to the attentive consideration of an attorney in the Mayors Court 
Mr Richard Whittall who we understood was most capable and verted in hit 
profession requiting his sentiments at full whether or not there was sufficient 
ground on which to found a prosecution here on the occasion and having 
received an answer from him stating his opinton in the affirmative we have 
ordered him to repeat the demand in due form and upon a refusal still of 
payment to commence an action against the owner accordmglv 


46. \\ c tend you further the General Books of this Presidency with their 
„ „ subsidiaries to April 1764 and hope from the Sub-Accomp- 

Consn. 16 Sept. / , , * 

r tants report to forward to you the subsequent sett in the 

course of this tea son hawng upon his application some time ago wrote m very 
urgent terms on this subject to the subordinates. The enure loss of their books 
and accounts at some of them in the late troubles has un 
Cram. 20 May avoidably occasioned great delay in bringing them up 

47 We are to advise you of the decease of Capt. Alexander Scott our 
Master Attendant on the 12th ultimo and of Captain Page hcble s succession 


Conm. 15 Augit. 


to the charge of that office agreeably to your nomination 
i this occasion. We received a petition from the Deptm 
Mr Richard Dean representing his long sen ices to the Company in the differ 
ent gradations of the marine which he hoped had full) qualified him for the 
appointment and solhating it accordingly He was adnsed In answer that 
Capt Kcblc had obtained it in pursuance of your orders, with an assurance 
however that we had a just sense of hb services and should take care to 
make proper mention of him to you and we beg lease therefore to recommend 
him to your notice 


48 Mr Robert Hunter whom you have this season been pleased to appoint 
a factor on the Fort Marlbro establishment having some months before come 
mcr to this Presidency had on account of his particular merit and abilities 
in the profession, been entertained by us as one of our principal surgeons 
On l>cing therefore advised of )Our appointment he delivered in a letter to 
us representing that it was obtained entirely without his knowledge and inten 
lion while he ssas detained on the French Islands and six rears after his first 
application and hating then quitted the place with lease from the President 
and Council ami upon his admission into the service here had from a depend 
ancc of continuing in it enterrd into connections ami concerns wuh others 
whose interest mutt suffer and rum attend his own Inr a speed* removal He 
for these reasons solhcited our permission to rchnqui h tliat appointment and 
l>c continual in his nation here expressing at the same time ni» just sense of 
the fasor am! honor thrrchv cnnfcrrcsl on him f«>r wh 5 ch he returns you his 
grateful thanks ami his hope that in consideration of his misfortune* and 
long senicrs vnu would not Ik* displeased with hi» proceeding From till* 
representation and the character Iwforc pvrn of him wr could n it liut sery 
readdr acquiesce in in* tlnirr and as wr are cxtrrcmelv solhcitous if Ids 
continuance with u» we hope fur and rarnntly entreat fits confirmation here 
actordmglr 

4*> Ur further Iwg lease to rtm for an appointment on your h t of ci»il 
servants Mr <; 4ttcn Ranks a gentleman who has for a kmg white r coded 
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m the place as a private merchant, much esteemed, and is entirely deserving 
the fa^i we sollicit for him 

50 Captain George Burghall of the Corps of Engineers, having been 
accused by Captain Martin, his supcnoi officei, of disobedience of orders, he 
in consequence of the opinion of a court of enquiry underwent a tryal by a 
court martial Appointed and approved by Major Munro before his departure, 
at which haling been found guilty of the charge, he was cashiered die Com- 
pany’s service by the sentence of the court , and he proceeds home widi his 
family by this opportunity Majoi Munro carried with him the proceedings 
of the court martial 


51 You will find the reasons of die Select Committee in which the Board 
acquiesced, for the purchase of die Admiral Steevens on the occasion of this 
dispatch, and not employing die Lapwing which still remained upon our hands 
recorded on the Committee proceedings of the 21st of June and 4th of July , 
and the season now opening wc shall fordiwith determine on some method 
of employing or otherwise dispose of her as may appear most eligible The 
Board previous to the arrival of the Kent has had some intention of sending 
her to Fort St George to return to you with early advices from thence and this 
Presidency 

52 Upon a report from the Master Attendant of die condition and value 
of the Admiral Steevens, we agreed to pay for her at die price demanded by 
die owners of 59,000 Arcot Rupees , and Captain Griffin who we advised you, 
had quitted die Lapwing to proceed to Fort St George on his private concerns, 
having returned to this place, we gave him die command of her appointing 

upon proper recommendations, Messrs Janies Angus, James 
J “ ' ! Lenox, Edward Wilson and Robert Fairful, her officers 

We at the same time wrote to Cossimbuzar and Dacca to send us down from 
each factory for her 100 bales of dieir finest piece goods, and we have the 
satisfaction to find she carries you upon die whole considering her size, a 
valuable cargo die amount being as per invoice Crs [ ] 


53 With a view to encrease it as much as possible, we determined upon 
26 Au st an a PP^ lcatl0n fr° m the captain and officers on the subject 
K of dieir pnveledge to make them a tender, in lieu of any 
allowance m the tonnage, of the sum of 10,000 Arcot Rupees and the same 
having been accepted we required from diem an acknow- 
Consn 2nd ledgement of it with an obligation not to ship m consequence 

p thereof any merchandize as adventures 


54 We have also given in charge to Cap tarn Griffin 1600 ounces of foreign 
Silver for the use of the ship in case she should be under the necessity of 
touching at any place, and advanced him the sum of 
onsn eptr 3,918-4-0 on account of four mondis impress of himself, 

officers and Europeans, his table allowance for the voyage and usual batta on 
dus account from Ins appointment to this time 


55 Since writing the foregoing we have received advice from the gentle- 
men at Fort St George of the arrival at that place of the Grenville and Fox 
on the 6th and 7th instant, the former having touched at St Jago and False 
Bay from whence she sailed the 21st of July and lost there by desertion 13 
of her recruits besides 12 buried on the passage But we are sorry to learn 
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at the same time the long detention which the Speke , Pacifick and Ponsboume 
met with at Spithcad from contrary winds. We hope, however they tool the 
opportunity of sailing about the same time as the Fox and that we shall soon 
have some accounts of them in these parts. We now find by your advices 
to that Presidency of the 4th of January that the Falmouth is not to return 
to you but only taken up for the run to India to assist in bringing out our 
recruits. Those gentlemen expected to give the Earl of Middlesex her dis- 
patches about the end of this month and at their request we transmit you a 
copy of the invoice of provisions put on board her here for victualling the 
prisoners from the French Islands, that the commander ma) account with 
you for the same. We also forward a packet reccned from them to your address 
with one from the gentlemen at Fort Marlbro The Buckingham having con 
eluded her destination to that place ftc understand is likewise arrived at Fort 
St. George. 

56 The Mint Master having laid before the Select Committee a represen 
tatlon setting forth the inconveniences resulting to the Company and the 
publick from the stop put to die issuing of new siccas and the difficulties and 
danger consequent on any attempt to a general rccolnagc or abolidon of the 
annual fall of the batta on nccu rupees, the same has been referred to us 
and is at present under our consideration. He has now presented an address 
to the Board with seperate statements of the mint for a year before and after 
he took charge of it and the assay book from the latter time to which he 
referred us for an explanation of the advantages arising from the regulation* 
proposed by him in the month of January and at his request wc transmit you 
in the packet copies of those different addresses, as also the assay book and 
copies of the statements accompanying the last to the Board that by referring 
them to and consulting the Towrr Office you may be perfectly satisfied of the 
nature of the improvements he has made and how far his appointment to 
the direction of trie mint has answered expectation. 

57 The members of the Select Committee hare entered a minute In reply 
to Mr Leicester s beforemenuoned confirming his dissent to the diminution of 
the Council Messrs. Lcycester and Grav have also on their part* delivered 
in other minutes upon the *entimcnt* recorded by the Committee on their 
conduct anti Mr Burden » in not conforming to Mr Sumner* desire upon the 
*amc subject Mr Lc\ccmct a further one touching the power* of the Com 
mittee to which last they have Informed him they shall reply to you In their 
own department and Mr Cray another In consequence of Imputations laid 
to lus cliargc before Iyud Give which he has desired mav Iht enquires! 
into before the Board and his Lordship lias acquainted him shall lie commu 
nlcatrd accordingly ^ou will find all these recorded on the proceedings of 
the 15th Instant ami wc Iwg to refer them with the rest to your perusal 
and consideration 

54 We have also reccned an answer from Mr Burden to l/m\ (lives 
minute upon hi* resignation and the letter referred to in It from Rajah 
IXffubram confirming hi* first reason assigned for quitting the renter at the 
timr he did ami declining to answer to the demand from Hoy Dohih till he 
ihmild l*e first Informed what punishment would be inflicted on him If he 
should ptme him gtilltr of a falseh up*m winch his lordship lias minutrd 
that he lus not J«/ure at present to rqdy hut will do u fully by the neat »hlp 
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50 Upon perusal of ilio draft of this letter, Loicl Clive remaikcd on die 
circumstance mentioned m Mi Middleton s address to the Board quoted in 
the 33rd paragraph, that he did not tell him as there related, it was the inten- 
tion of the Committee to remove him shoitlv and place Mr Svhes at the Durbai 
m his stead hut onlv that this gentleman was soon to proceed to the city on 
particular business from them 

60 The Select Committee have laid hcfoie us a copy of their proceedings 
containing their conclusion of the plan for cariymg on the inland trade with 
respect to the Company and the classes of proprietors, and the same has been 
delivered over to the Committee for managing the same with instructions to 
proceed conformable thereto 

61 General Carnac having declined leccning a present from the King as 
he had not the consent of the Governour and Council, His Majesty has written 
a letter to the Board, representing that the General has always refused to accept 
am reward for his great services, that to permit him to remain unrewarded is 
injurious to his roval digmtj and that it is therefore His Majesties [sic] pleasure 
that we do grant General Carnac permission to receive from his royal bounty 
the sum of two lacks of rupees 

62 You are so well acquainted with the merits and moderation of this 
gentleman that we need not add our sentiments on the subject The great 
attention and respect he has always paid to the King from the time of His 
Majesty's misfortune when lie surrendered himself at Patna, to his present 
state of peace and affluence together with the attachment shewn to him on 
many occasions in the field, demand some return of gratitude We trust, you 
will rejoice that an opportunity should at last offer of placing General Carnac 
in a state of independency at the eve of a long and faithful service 

63 There being some doubts whether the power of permission on such 
is intended to be lodged with the Governour and Council, we have not absolute- 
ly granted it but refer it to you and should be glad of your instructions for 
our guidance in futuic We beg leave only to observe that such power would 
perhaps be a means of keeping the military in proper subjection to the civil 
authority in this settlement 

64 Mr Peter Downes having some time ago requested permission to 
resign his offices in order to prepare for Ins return to Europe, has now resigned 
the service and proceeds by this ship 

65 The Mayors Court have presented to us a list of several law books 
wanted for the use of the Court, which they request may be sent them out by 
the first opportunity , and the same is transmitted you m the packet 

66 We have only further to add that the necessary papers respecting 
this ship are enclosed And wishing her a safe and speedy arrival with you, we 
have the honor to remain with respect, 

Fort William, 
the 30 of September 1765 
[Original per Admiral Stevens 
Duplicate per Grenville ] 


Honble Sirs, 

Your most faithful and 
obedient, humble servants 
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Postscript 

1 Since concluding this address it ha* occurred to u* that we arc much 
in want of several printed sett* oE the Act of Parliament for the punishing of 
mutiny and desertion among your troops here with which we request you will 
furnish u* accordingH by the fir*t opportunity 

2. At our Consultation of this day for die ditpatch of the ship Mr Ley 
c ester entered a further minute respecting the present which he rcccncd from 
the Nabob when on the deputation to him Mr Gray recorded one likewise 
on the same subject as that mentioned m the 57th paragraph upon certain 
imputations bid against his charge which he requested might be enquired 
into to both which we beg as before to refeT you. And we remain with respect 

Honblc Sirs 

Fort William ^our most faithful and 

the 30 of Scptcmlxr 1765 obedient humble servants 


23 

LETTLR DATED 28 NOVEMBER 1765 

Reinforcement of the Council by civilians from Madras-incompetence of 
most of the members of the Council — state of the treasury — request for support 
from home 

To the Honorable the Court of Directors 
Gentlemen 

1 I embrace the opportunlt\ of a ship licing under dispatch for Busvira 
to make known to you such occurrences as ha\c happened here since the salting 
of the Admiral Stnens on the 9ih of last month in hopes It mas arnve In 
time for us 10 receive vour commands by some of the biter ships of the year 
U(/ 

2 Tile resignation of Messrs Senior Burden and Cray anti suspcti urn 
* f Mr l-rvccsicr lias reduced us in Committee to the necessity of t!c*mng the 
gentlemen of Madras to spare u Messrs Russell Abler wn kc( all anti Flmer 
who we propt *e dull gi\c us their a istance in Gmncil until your pleasure 
l>c known 

3 To enter into particulars would take up too much time and might l>e 
imprudent in a dispatch of tins nature I shall there! ire onlv rrjwat what 
1 ha\c alreatL Jiad the bonne of representing to you ilut luxury extras agance 
and i irrupt! n togrthef with an imlcjwntlant way of thinking anti acting fuse 
arisen t> such a lieigtlt in this *ettlemcni that the mo t xigofotii measures 
arc alr'olutrlv neecs arv and if vmj gentlrmen do not strengthen iny hands 
bv apptc sin" the trps we base taken parncularlv hr confirming the Madras 
gentlemen in the pint* to wlmh wr base appointed them and by mtrusting 
me with stif r iirnt J men I am c« nsincetl tlut the semte I mar base rendered 
the Company hr tuv ic aurj lancr i f this Coscrnmrnt will be in many respects 
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of a very short (duration when) my bach is turned The measures hitherto 
proposed and pursued for the attainment of that reformation which must take 
place lia\e been strenuously supported by Messrs Carnac, Verelst and Sykes 
General Carnac intends resigning the service and accompanying me to Europe 
Messrs Verelst and Sykes are highly deseivmg of every encouragement that 
can be offered to prevail upon them to continue m this country Not one of 
the gentlemen next in Council even so low as Mr Bolts 1 (Mr Rumbold except- 
ed) is worthy a seat at the Board , many of them are deficient in abilities, and 
all in principle , and as to the gentlemen of lower standing, they are not only 
too young, but too strongly tainted with the corruption of late times to be so 
soon entrusted with power The only measure therefore that can ensure stabi- 
lity to the plan of Government and reformation which I have been labormg 
to establish is the appointment of die Madras gentlemen and the limiting (I do 
not mean curtailing) die advantages of future Governors, together with a power 
lodged somewhere, to nominate the members who shall compose die Select 
Committee, after my departure 


state of 

4 I can now with the greatest pleasure inform you tliat the 9579 7453 

the treasury 2 revenues 

9897 30353 30575 6585 is such and the 8938 8939 5935 of the 

country since the acquisition of the dewannee 

3787 ' 9400 9897 93 7453 9897 381 6 40 82 50 1250 6 6 

flowed m so fast draw 

have 5057 5900 9469 4959 that we shall not through necessity 4507 

upon you for a rupee send £ 

30538 9946 5077 8 8895 although we have determined to 9065 9953 

300,000 this year to China 

5770 9949 12 7939 9943 30750 9978 3457 The returns for coral 

amount to five or six 

and small bills drawn upon you for necessaries may 443 9978 5034 

laaks 

7495 9409 6466 

5 The refusing to grant bills will undoubtedly throw large sums mto 
the hands of foreigners particularly of die Dutch (Some words illegible — 

as immoderate riches acquired 

Copt ) * 9897 4553 . 543 5857 have been lately 93 But I do 

to the 

not think we can be justified in wantonly drawing upon our employers 9978 
amount of several hundred thousand pounds while we 

9897 443 7453 9097 5770 9949 7939 30663 

have more cash than is sufficient 

30634 5643 6938 3358 9894 9697 to answer every purpose of 

the Company However as the acquisition of fortunes will not be so rapid 

remitting the money 

m future some method may be fixed on for the 8663 7453 6903 

servants so much benefit to our rivals 

by your 9083 without 9469 6963 778 9978 7555 8846 

* Copyist’s note m the copy available m the National Archives of India 
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pay 

6 In the course of the ensuing year we shall certainly 7696 

off upwards of thirty laaks Company* bond 

7454 30544 609 7453 9940 6385 6466 of the 3589 35 36 50 

debt 

38 3948 

7 By this conveyance I *hall only further add that it is ray resolution to 
adhere firmly to the true interest of the Company in these paru notwithstand 
mg the odium I undergo in the pursuit of impartial and disinterested measures. 
Permit me gentlemen to hope that whilst I am framing and carrying into exe- 
cution such regulations in every department abroad as I am convinced are 
essentially and immediately requisite you will not be Insensible to the danger 
of their being soon relaxed and perhaps totally neglected unless supported and 
enforced by the strictest orders from home. 

8, If what I hare done be approved and by the authority of the Court 
of Directors rendered incapable of being subvened by my successors, I shall 
return from the laborious accomplishment of your wishes and expectations 
with the fullest *ati|faction. 

I have the honor to be with the 
greatest respect 
Gentlemen 

Calcutta ^our most obedient and most 

28th November 1765 humble sen-ant 

(Overland] (Signed) Clive 
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LETTER DATED 29 JANUARY 1766 


Proposal for making sicca ruffes of fixed value injurious to the Company — 
request for arms and more European recrmls— relinquishment of four districts 
contiguous to Patna to the French to avoid dispute — French and Dutch com 
plaints of English obstruction in their investment — Purdett s resignation- 
suspension of Lrycester from service — Cray s resignation — erection of fortiflca 
twns at Chittagong al andoned — expediency of hazing cantonments and 
headijuirtcrs at Patna Mongh\r and Cassimlm~ar 


To 


the I It able tl»c Court of Directors for affairs of the Ilonhlc United Com 


junv of Merchants of laigland trading to the Ijst Indin 


1! mlilr Sir* 

1 Having In our letter bv the admiral Stenent adviwd you of the arrival 
of the ships tj}td Anmn Pnnee of II ales and Kent we must request jrtrttf 
rrfvTrncc ft*r jurncuhr* to that dispatch Iwing now too much pressed for time 
to enter into a muiutr detail realms for which shall Ik* assigned In our prvt 
ails lees hr the Pntuhnne 

1 We row lusr the hnn w to enclose a duplicate of that letter to which 
wr also |«rg leave to rrfrr for infc rmatmn rnprcting the several occurrences at 
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tills Presidency, from die dispatch of die Bute to diat period Yet notwidi- 
standing the hurry of business prevents our taking a retrospective view in the 
usual form, of die proceedings of the whole year, we flatter ourselves that die 
subsequent recital will give you a clear and satisfactory sketch of the present 
situation of your civil affairs 

3 Your commands by die Grenville were received on die 15th day of 
October last, when we immediately dispatched die necessary orders m conse- 
quence to the different gentlemen employ’d m providing your investment The 
cargoes now shipped on the Grenville and Kent , as well as those prepared for 
die Pacific, Ponsborne and Admiral JVatson evince diat no attention hath 
been wanting on our part to comply with your instructions 

4 The Asia we have sent round to Bombay with a cargoe consisting of 
7S50 maunds of saltpetre, and we have made it our request to diat Presidency 
either to extend her voyage to Canton widi the four laaks of rupees we shipped 
on board for the purpose of your China investment, or to dispatch her direcdy 
for Europe, as may be thought most conducive to the service 

5 The Grenville, now dispatched will convey to you 1058 bales, 9080 
maunds of saltpetre and 900 maunds of red wood As to the Pacifick, our orders 
direct diat she shall touch at Fort St George to receive on board die remaming 
investment of that Presidency, and also to accommodate General Lawrence with 
a passage to Europe, as he has intimated to die President his intention of 
returning this season In this ship we send six laaks of rupees to be forwarded 
from Madrass to China by die first conveyance , and also a cargoe of 7660 
maunds of saltpetre and 900 maunds of red wood 

6 The Speke will immediately proceed to Bencoolen with stores and 25 
chests of ophium for that Presidency and six laaks of rupees for die supply of 
your China investment, being first ordered to stop at Madrass to take on board 
such additional stores as die gendemen there may think proper to send to 
Bencoolen, from whence we expect she will be dispatched direcdy for Canton 

7 As the cargoes for the Ponsborne and Admiral Watson are already in 
great forwardness, we hope to dispatch them likewise widun the time limited 
by charter party We shall have occasion to mention in the course of this 
letter the number of bales remaining in the ware house and our expectations 
from the factories and aurungs. 

8 It is necessary we observe, that the sum we proposed furnishing for 
the China investment is now fully compleated and dispatched in the following 
manner vizt , four laacks in the Asia by the way of Bombay , six laaks m 
the Speke directly for Canton , six laaks in the Pacifick to be lodged at Madrass 
until an occasion offers of carrying it to China , two laaks in the Fort St George, 
four laaks in the Bengal Merchant and two laaks more m the Carlisle, country 
vessels, to be also deposited at Madrass , in all 24 laaks which we hope will 
enable the gendemen residmg at Canton to secure a large and valuable invest- 
ment by means of the early advances 

9 By a letter we lately received from your supra cargoes, we undei stand 
that the remittance made last year from hence, by the Argo frigate, proved 
extremely seasonable and usefull to die provision making this season We have 
likewise the pleasure to acquaint you upon the same authority, that Captain 
Affleck, commander of the frigate, behaved widi a moderation and prudence 
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highly bcncfiaal to your allairs which we hope will prove no way injurious to 
hw own interest. The Chinese refusing to admit the Argo as a Kings ship, 
on account of her carrying treasure for the Company insisted that Captain 
Affleck should pa\ duties as a merchantman pleading that the Centurion 
could not be regarded as a precedent since she earned nothing on board and 
put m for refreshment only This argument they urged with so much obsu 
nacy that unless Captain Affleck had prudently yielded to its conviction your 
ships might probably ha\c returned without their cargoes or been detained 
another season 

10 B) a letter dated the 25th June 1764 which the President received from 
Mr Dawson Drake, we learn that the Admiral Pococke is happil) arrived in 
China after escaping a variety of dangers. Having lost her passage to Europe 
and 22 of her crew she put into the port of Touron in Cochin China In great 
distress for water and provisions, and remained there for the space of sue 
months and eleven da vs, the natives treating the passengers and seamen with 
the greatest humanity On the 31st of \Ia) 1765 the da) before the Captain 
proposed sailing Mr Drake with clc\ cn more of the passengers and crew were 
attacked l>) several thousand of the King s troops. They stood on their defence 
and in the tumult tliat ensued two of your servants Messrs F)fc and Nodes 
Mr Orandan a Spanish gentleman and his daughter lost their lues 

The ship was afterwards attacked by several galleys but without success 
and it is imagined that either revenge for the death of a native murdered b) the 
ship s crew or some intimation of the treasure on board was the Inducement 
to this perfidious attempt 

Mr Drake proposed taktng Ills passage on a Portuguese ship to Madras. 

11 As we had no immediate service for the Lapsing packet and that she 
wav unfit for the purpose of your small vessels in tins country we liavc thought 
it adviscablc to dispose of her for the sum of 14500 current rupees is you will 
perceive by the Master Attendant s report enteral on the Consultation the 25th 
N >vcml>er 

II Besides the quantity of saltpetre already specified we arc to observe 
that we shipped in the Admiral Stmens 3000 maunds of that article and also 
75*1 bales and 900 maunds of red wood In the Lord Anson 8000 maunds of 
saltpetre were sent h\ the wav of Bomba) and in the Duma we sent round 8000 
maunds more to \k transmuted bv dial Presidency or dl posed of as they 
should judge expedient to \nur Interest 

13 Bv consulting the articles of disbursements fn»m the trrasunr and al*o 
the aiming accounts from the 1st of May 176/1 to the 22nd January 1766 you 
will see the several advances made in order to procure a considerable Investment 
for this season. It appears from the following statement made to us bv the 
1 \j*»tt \\ arc 1 louse Keeper tliat the cargoe i f the Admiral V/rc- ms amounted 
to 7 9tfts> rupees whu.Ii we imagine mutt have proved very acceptable at h 
will pr 1 a! lv arrive in time for vour sale* in March and al«o as you were iht 
apj nnted s f great |>art i f the hales intended for the llute which tmild not !*■ 
mvors! s n Isoard f r ihc realms as tgned in our last address 

|4 In ihr ( rrrrtf/e we liavr shipped a targ < valued at 8.37 1*0 rupees 
and the Kmf carries p **1» amounting to 8.5 *.6 5 ruj«ecs the total I t the three 
ship making rtijwr* 
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15 At picscnt there remains m the ware house 1007 bales, and we have 
reason to expect an immediate supply of 1193 bales from the factories and 
anrinigSj but should we c\cn be disappointed in a part of the latter, there will 
still be sufficient to complcat cargoes for the Ponsboinc and Admiral Watson , 
so that the whole imestment of the year will amount to thirty seven laaks 

16 From the an rung trails, ictions above mentioned, it appears, there now 
remains an outstanding ballancc of 7,69,712-2-9 besides die advance of 
8,30,000 rupees already made towards the ensuing investment, and as we are 
now preparing to make farther %cry considerable advances, we have the fairest 
prospect in new of a large enciease 

As to the particulars of package and tonnage, we beg lea\e to refer to die 
accounts of the Export Ware House Keeper inserted in the packet 

17 You will pcrccnc a deficiency in the Cossimbuzar investment, notwith- 
standing it still far exceeds the provision of any former year Tins Mr Senior 
ascribes to the difficulty which the Borne! had in making advances of money 
at the proper season to secure the contracts, and also to the bad quality of the 
latter bunds 

We cannot howcicr help giving it as oui opinion that the deficiency arose 
m some measure cither from the neglect or dishonesty of die factory gomastali, 
who retained m Ins ow-n hands part of the money lie w r as dnccted to advance 
the werners to secure their contracts and enable them to fulfill their engage- 
ments Mr Sykes and the other gentlemen of that subordinate are now exert- 
ing dieir utmost endeavours to repair the loss, whence w'e entertain hopes, die 
disappointment will prove inconsiderable 

18 It is with satisfaction w r e observe the prospect there is youi books will 
be brought up in die manner you enjoin Those ending m April 1 765 are now 
in great forwardness and shall if possible be transmitted by the latter dispatches 
The Subaccomptant representing to us how much it w r ould assist the business 
of Ins office if printed bonds w'erc sent out widi vacant spaces for the names, 
sums and dates, to be occasionally filled up , we enclose a form of the same 
m the packet, and request your compliance with a proposal that will certamly 
facilitate the current business 

19 The Mint Master’s accounts delivered in to the Board since die 
Admit al Steevens w r as dispatched bring die books of that department up to the 
first day of January 1766 We now' transmit in the packet the sequel of the 
assay and mmt accounts compleat for the space of fourteen mondis, whereby 
you will observe the great encrease of coinage and of duties arising to the 
Company, as well as the advantages resultmg to the imestment and to indivi- 
duals from the improvements m the dispatch and accuracy of the busmess 

20 In consequence of the Mint Master’s memorial to the Select Committee, 
referred to die Board and transmitted by the Admiral Steevens, we have also 
directed that the batta on sicca rupees shall continue to fall annually, m the 
usual manner, being fully persuaded by the reasons there assigned, that the 
proposal for making sicca rupees of permanent value, would prove injurious to 
the Hon’ble Company and dangerous to publick credit 

21 So much depends on our receivmg due supplies of arms, that we most 
earnestly request you will comply with the Military Store Keeper’s indents 
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which go in this packet. e arc also to beg you mil pay the utmost attenuon 
to the quality of the ordnance and small arms sent to this Presidency since 
almost all those lately received were so badly tempered as not to bear a single 
proof Several of the cannon even the brass guns, and all the mortars burst 
at the first discharge and we may affirm that the barrels and locks of the small 
arms are of the basest composition and workmanship. When you reflect that 
on your attention to this circumstance depends the security of the great reve- 
nues you now enjoy we hope we will stand excused for repeating our destre 
that a matter of such serious consequence may not be o\ crlooked. 

22. The accompanying general return mil demonstrate the reduced condi 
non of the European infantry The supply of recruits this and the last season 
fall greatly short of expectation on account of the mortality on board the 
Lord Anson the tedious passages made by the other transports and the non 
arrival of the Hector and jou are equally sensible with us of the great danger 
of resting our whole dcpcndancc on scapoys and the necessity of keeping those 
troops in awe b) a respectable body of Europeans. Permit us therefore to 
entreat of you that the establishment may be complcatcd agreeably to the 
plan settled before Lord Clive s departure from England. 

23 It would be unnecessary to enter upon the paruculars of your expons 
last season since you will find ever)' thing fully explained in the different 
accounts transmitted from the import ware house and also the reparation 
for deficiencies made by the commanders. 

24 Our last dispatch advised you of the amicable manner in which we 
adjusted the several articles of restitution with Mr Law Commissar) General 
in India for his most Christian Majesty This gentleman hath since made 
application to die Board for four small districts contiguous to Patna which 
formcrl) belonged to the French Company and as these arc certainly included 
m the meaning of the treat) and the claim properly attested we relinquished 
them without scruple licing desirous of removing every cause of altercation 
and dispute with the European settlements in Bengal 

25 It must however be observed that our endeavours sometimes fall of 
producing the desired effect. The investments pronded by the different nations 
ever have been and ever will remain the subject of mutual complaints and 
recrimination The French and Dutch having bodi lodged repeated complaints 
that ototnicixm was given to their people bv your servants residing at the 
eurongr to superintend the cloths we wrote to those gentlemen upon the subject 
and mav now venture to declare not only upon their positive affirmation but 
on the testimony of the gomaitahi themselves, tliat almost all the complaints 
arc frivolous and ill founded \o interruption lias eser been given nor vhi- 
Icncc used with the weavers further tlian obliging them to comply wldi con 
tracts made licfore a single rupee liad been advanced by either of those nations. 
In fact it appear* tltc Dutch used their utmost influence to seduce the maser* 
bv extraordinary |*r1cr» to transfer to them the vrr) gnrds l*tj>nkc and paid 
f »r 1 r our agents 

% \\t- must likewise rrtnaik tliat the Dutch In particular vrm to regard 
with a jealmis eve our fl Hirbhlng situation in Bengal ami listen with ton much 
attention to rscrv trifling matter of dispute Isctwttt their agent* and our 
axnlung t our exertion of authority a variety < f utrumitatur* art ing ft 
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accident, and the well known disposition of the people of tins cotintiy The 
gentlemen stationed at the minings have the most positive ordeis of the Boaid 
to take no other advantage than what naturally flows from then making eaily 
contracts and advances of money Not the slightest proof appears of their 
deviating from om msti uctions , and indeed the very laigc investments made 
during this and the last season sufficiently evince that the Dutch could not 
ha\c suffered greatly from the impediments they alledge, and may possibly 
set forth to then constituents with many aggiavations 

27 To obviate all disputes about the article of saltpctic, we dchvcicd 
to the Dutch agents perhaps a largei piopoition than we ought vizi , 
58,474 maunds , winch we hope will be considcicd as undeniable evidence of the 
strict attention paid to your orders and the desne we have to promote a cordial 
friendship Certain it is, the two nations might live in the most uninterrupted 
amity wcie the example we give of model ation followed by them in the parts 
of India where they maintain a superior influence 

28 How much the conduct of the Govcrnoi and Council at Malacca 
hath deviated from that justice ncccssaiy to a good understanding appears 
fiom their violent sci/uic and illegal confiscation of the eaigocs, to the amount 
of 68 chests of ophium, of the Cornish and Neptune snows, vessels winch 
sailed from this port on trading voyages to the eastward The particulars 
of this extraordinary proceeding arc explicitly set forth in the letters from 
this Presidency to the [Governor] General of Batavia, copies of which with the 
several relative evidences, we now transmit From these you will peiceivc that 
we could not avoid making such lcmonstrances, without sacuficing the duty we 
owe to the rational character, your interest and the trade of this settlement, 
to the tame inclination of remaining passive under every injury and indignity 

29 Mr Spencer after delivering die Government in charge to Lord Clive, 
remained here in a private station, untill the month of October, when the 
favourable season returned foi his departuie to Bombay, puisuant to youi 
orders Before he embarked he wrote to the Boaid, presenting a clann to die 
commission of 2 pa per cent on die Company’s first acquired lands from the 
time he commenced President to Ins Lordship’s arrival , and tins claim appear- 
ing to us conformable to your instructions, we issued upon diat account from 
the tieasury CRs 8933-13-8, being die sum certified by the Accountant to have 
aiisen durmg that period 

30 The same gentleman having likewise submitted to the Board, whethei 
the usual allowance to the President of 2,000 Rs pel mensem should not be 
continued to him , we also directed the same should be advanced for the month 
of May only, as Mr Spencei held the station of President a few days of that 
month , but we thought ourselves not authonzed to extend die allowance 
beyond that period of time 

31 We also took dns occasion to acquaint the Piesidency of Bombay, 
at Mr Spencer’s desire, that we would duly comply with such diafts as the 
Mocha supra cargoes should find necessary to compleat then investment in 
coffee 

32 You are already advised of Mr Burdett’s resignation on pretence of 
ill treatment from the President, notwithstanding he long before declared his 
intention of returning to Europe m consequence of having acquired a very 
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opulent fortune The enquiry regarding the tcc[> for 90,000 rupee* which he 
received from Dulubram to secure icmct* which he never performed you 
tull perceive is necessarily suspended by reason Mr Burdett refuses in very 
express terms answering to the authority of this Board 

He now requests a passage in the Kent and we have complied with his 
desire leaving you to determine from what appears in the face of the Con 
jultittons whether Mr Burden has actually received the ill treatment he re 
presents t' Whether Doolubram hath not a just claim to restitution of Ins condl 
tional obligation And whether the President could in dut) to hi* station 
avoid taking notice of Dulubram » complaint and accusation? 

33 From the opinions delivered in Consultation of the 28th October 
\ou wilt observe the reasons for which we thought it necessary to suspend 
Mr Ixvccstcr from the service These reasons will further appear from the 
following resolution of that day 

"Resolved that the Minute delivered in hv Mr layeexteT on the 18th 
InMant is a most gross and injurious Reflection upon the Honor and justice 
of our Consultations That nil the Assertions and Insinuations therein eon 
lamed relating m the hstabluhmcnt of Military lVmcr in subversion of our 
Jjws and Constitution ore false scandalous and malicious and that a Para 
graph expressing our Abhorrence and Detestation of the same Ik: Inserted In 
our next General Letter to the Court of Directors ” 

To the above paragraph we shall onlj l>cg leave to add tliat Itad 
Mr Iasccstcr conducted himself with anv tolerable degree of moderation 
in In avowed opposition and had lie avoided a lichastnur the most factum 
and seditious, he might at this instant he exerting in sour service t! at vehement 
/cal winch he professes to entertain for vour honor and interest 

H A few tlav* after Mr I>cvccstcr s suspension Mr Crav thought proper 
m resign vour service for such reasons as he as igns m n remonstrance con 
i ting of 90 pages m folio which he delivered in to the Board since live ships 
were under dispatch When you have patiently perused that angry exposm 
lau m we then appeal to vour Judgement whether we could in duty to our 
i mstimcnis delay vour cargoes until) liad replied to every charge dictated 
hv ill- pas ion the prejudices and die resentment of this declamatory 
memorial! i 


I aainme the evidences delivered in upon oath l*-forc die Board— Krflrct 
vij m Mr Cray » leaving the country Iwfo e lie has offered to refute or invah 
date them ami dim determine whcdicr Mr Cray has accumulated the 
ha n ) some firtime he turn rnjov hv the gradual advances of fair trade die 
till nf tmlii try and tlic reward of «crslic* performed to Ids ma ter* or 
father whether he hath n it « burned serv targe sum* and nearly to die 
am mm • f Ins wh de f utunc hr unwarrantable act of sinlmcr hv f wlmfdctv 
ami illicit prrwnt* amt liv the undue exertion of an amlmriiv always injmi hi 
ti v hit intetest Iwtavne it t* destructive of the tranquillity and hapjnnc* 
i f tin c niniry? 


\\r ate futthci t i remark tliat o twidutandiug the win tc pf wrtdmg • f 
i!k* h at I felative to the enquiry base l>nn drhvrrrd near a in nd» ap* t v 
Mr Cray ! r has vet made tin tty Iv whence we are j trsenicd from coming 
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we beg lca\c to transmit in the packet an abstract of the particular fully 
proved upon oath, the tiuth you may prove by reference to the proceedings 
themselves 

35 Some months since Mr Semoi desired our permission to leturn to the 
Presidency wudi a view of preparing foi his intended voyage to Euiope , upon 
which we appointed Mr Sykes to Ins station at Cossimbuzar During his 
residence here Mr Senior attended the business of the Board, and now resigns 
the service, taking Ins passage on die Grenville , as do likewise Messrs Leycester 
and Gray 

36 Those testimonies which their faidifull seiviees mented, we chear- 
fully bestowed on the Captains S win ton and Stables, who have desired leave 
to resign The former of those gendemen goes passenger m a French ship, 
the latter takes his passage in the Grenullc We are also to acquaint you 
that die Captains McLean, Scotland, Brown, Whyte, Hudson and Lieutenant 
Rowe have been permitted to resign, and pioposc icturning by the next oppoi- 
tumty that offers of a passage to England 

37 As we imagine it would conduce to the benefit of your affairs to 
admit gentlemen into the service, who by long residence in Bengal have 
acquired a knowledge of the country, we beg leave to recommend Mr Grant 
to such station or employment on your civil establishment, as you may judge 
the most suitable to his advanced years, his confessed experience and his 
long services in a mihtaiy capacity 

38 Captain Henry Weddetburn determining to return to Europe, we 
think it incumbent on us to recommend him to your particular regaid, in 
consideration of the very essential services he has done the Company , more 
especially in course of the late war with Cossim Aly and Sujah Dowla, during 
which he had the direction of the several expeditions by water, all of which 
he conducted with great courage and ability We likewise take this oppor- 
tunity of requestmg a station on your cml establishment to Mr Charles 
Wedderburn, nephew' to die above gentleman He w'as for some time employ- 
ed in the Secretary’s office, and is now recommended to us as well qualified 
for your service 

39 When the last ship was dispatched, the multiplicity of affairs in hand, 
would not permit us to come to any resolution respecting the charge of neglect 
brought against Mr Lacam, Muster Master on the new works We have since 
enquired very particularly into that gentleman’s conduct and character, both 
of which are so unexceptionable, that we cannot m justice to him avoid 
repeating what has been often recommended, diat you will promote him on 
your civil establishment, m reward of the sobnety, diligence and integrity 
he hath shewn during the course of four years spent in your service 

40 The writers mentioned in your appointment for the present year arc 
all arrived except Mr Purling, who obtained your permission to go round 
by the way of China They are placed in the different offices and many of 
them conveniently lodged in the barracks of the New Fort, whereby they are 
eased from the burthen of a heavy rent charge at a time when the growung 
number of inhabitants hath raised that article to a most unreasonable and 
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exorbitant expence. We must likewise observe that your cncrcascd influence 
and revenue* in thu country hath so widely extended the nature of business, 
that we find it absolutely nccctsary the number of junior servant* for thu 
establishment should be considerably enlarged. 

41 From the Consultation* it appear* that a great variety of promotion* 
were made in consequence of the resignation* and also of your order* for a 
nerr. arrangement of the miktarv establishment. In granting commissions we 
paid all possible regard to the character and capacm of the several gentlemen 
promoted mo*t of whom have been verv particularly recommended a* men 
of merit or had distinguished thcm*che* in the station of volunteer*. In a 
word it i* our desire that the officers should l>c cntirclv composed of j)ci>onv 
of education of honor and of ability 

42. At the request of the Presidents of Bomlxav we sent hack the 
and loftasses of that detachment but detained the I uropenn soldier* 
on account of the great deficiency in the numlwr proposal to lie maintained 
at this Presidency In the Sa!eba\ went 117 sepoy* for whom we advanced 
to the commander of the slop at the rate of two Arcot rupees per diem for 
three men ami two rupee's each to the surgeon The lofxisscs were sent round 
in tile 1 sui we making the usual allowance of /, ruj>cc each clay to Captair 
Ingh 

43 Captain Martin the Clucf Tngtncvr encloses m the packet the u ml 
U|s rt of the progress made in the new works, which ltavc already Incurred 
an cvpcucc far beyond expectation and more than adequate we fear to tlvetr 
titihtv 

Upon receipt of votir order* we relinquished all thought* of erecting font 
fxatums at Chittagong and confined our views solely to the constructing a 
faitorv for the convenience of vour servants and investment We have latch 
received a letter from the Clilcf and Council w herein they offer It as their 
opinion dial wart house* will lie quite sufficient with rcsjx.xt to which we 
luve vet come to no final resolution 

44 Taking into ton deration the expedience of creeling cautonmuits 
and est dill lung headquarters at Patna Monjglhcrr and (-os tmhu/ar for the 
greater security of the provinces ami facility of sending off detachment to 
a i t in live collection or sujiprex such luimdts ns may arise in different 
jurts t f die country we rcfcrrval the same to the judgement of the field officer 
Huh sentiment appear m the Om uhatton* and we have accordingly 
directed tjpiain Martin to proceed ftrihwith to (.<* unhu/ar to superintend 
the wi tks intended in that ucighhmrlH *1 width wr expect to cmiiplcat at die 
e\j»rtice «f 2 , ot three laak* of nijwrs at die highest csiimatmn Th nr at 
I atua wr compute will atimunt t » nearly the same rxpciut hut at M utghrtr 
little in ire iliau tquir ami a few adiliti n will lie necessary 

4* Tlie vrrv um mm wlum imam u t f the Chief and (amuul at 1 jiiij 
M lHr the dinmhtiwi f die fail try liv C n tin Ah dtlrrmimd n* t * t overt 
dir Lr'ld ini a fait uv Ihium f r tlir greater tettuitv rf vour irvr timrti 
a« well a i mrnieiuc i f yi ur viviim The Nalwdi has mm removed fr» n» 
theme with lu family and wr expect die Chtrf will take J hk- o »n in a trw 
da\» Put here we think it necessary r rrmark that we never proj rw-tf to 
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mcui the expcncc of building regular fortifications, but only to render the 
place defensible against slight and sudden attacks 

46 The Master Attendant having represented to us the great incon- 
venience of sending the Company’s vessells round to Bombay to be lepaired, 
and the advantages which would acciuc to the Company and the publich 
fiom culling ,i ship and making ways foi heaving small vessells above high 
water mark, we thought the pioposal so usefull, that the Chief Engineer was 
directed to suivey the spot of ground lecommended for this purpose His 
repoit to the Boaid is, that it can be attended with no dctnment either to 
the old fort or the new works, and we have accordingly dnected the plan 
to he executed with all possible dispatch 

47 Upon the Zemindar’s representation, we hate also advanced to the 
amount of 6,000 lupees towards the building a cutchciiy, undei direction of 
Mi Foitnom, the Civil Architect 

4S We communicated to Mr Chammier his appointment to the direction 
of the raw silk investment, for which he requests youi acceptance of his grateful 
thanks, but applies to the Board that he may be indulged with an allow ance 
of two months to compleat a scheme in which he is engaged at a considerable 
cxpencc 

49 We arc further to acquaint you, that upon the Select Committee’s 
recommendation, we thought it advisable to recall the member of the Board 
Resident at Midnapore, and to appoint Mi* John Graham to transact the 
business of that province, under direction of Mr Verelst, nominated Supravisor 
of the Revenues by the Committee, and approved by the Council 

50 Before we close this address, we tlnnk it necessary to inform you, 
that private letters to tins Presidency bring advice of the Argo frigate’s arrival 
at Malacca, after sustaining a violent gale of wind in which she carried away 
her mam and mizen masts The same letters further acquaint us, that 
Capt Biron arrived safe at Batavia, having made his passage round Cape 
Horne 

51* We must also beg leave to recommend to your encouragement and 
protection Gerard Gustavus Du Carel 1 a young gentleman who had in- 
advertently signed the remonstrance from die junior servants, but on recollec- 
tion thought propel to request his name might be erased from just sense of 
the impropriety of his presuming to pass judgment on the measures of those 
who arc entrusted by you with the administration 


Fort William, 

29di January 1766 
[Original per Grenville 
Duplicate per Kent ] 


We are with the greatest respect 
Honble Sirs, 

Your faidtfull humble seivants, 
Clive / Wm Brightwell Sumner / John 
Cai nac / Harry Verelst / Francis Sykes / 
Hugh Watts 


* This paragraph is missing from iTe other copj 
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LETTER TO COURT 


Register of bills of exchange per ship Grermllc (2) 2u/4<L and 365 days 


To xchom grant d 

£ jferg s-d 

To tr/iom payable 

CRsAsPc 

John WTme 

500- 0-0 

Himself 

4285-11 6 

William Cluttcrhuch 

500- 0-0 

John Maggot 

42S5-U 6 

John Robin vm 

500 0- 0 

Himself 

4285-11 6 

George Scott 

500 0- 0 

Robt Roglc and Wm Scott 

4285-11 6 

Geo Scott A ecu Ja*. Nicol 

300 0- 0 

James Nicol 

2571 7 0 

Uarthow Planted 

200- 0 0 

Thomas Burnet 

1714- 4 6 

John Noll chins 

500- 0-0 

James Forster 

4285-11 6 

Thomas Lewis 

500- 0-0 

Himself 

4285-11 6 

John Adams 

50- 0 0 

Eleanor Adams 

428- 9- ft 

Thomas Woodward 

<00- 0- 0 

Marmaduke Williams and 
the Reid Mr Jno 
W oodward 

4285-11 6 

James Rees 

VX)- 0- 0 

Cliarlcs Dmgle% 

4285-H 6 

Reynold Tliomas 

a00- 0- 0 

John Maggot 

4285-1 1 6 

Anthony Policr 

500- 0- 0 

Himself 

4285 11 6 

John Fortnom 

500-0-0 

IItm*olf 

4285 11 6 

Pm l<ct1ucuHtcr 

500-0-0 

Hmuclf 

4285 1 1 6 

Piter Galtopim 

500- 0-0 

Daniel Galtoplnc 

4285 II G 

Oiarlcs Bkimer 

500- 0-0 

W dliam Ferguson and 
Susanna Pencau 

42h 5 tl 6 

\\m Rnghtwell Summer 

1000- 0- 0 

The Rod Mr Robt Sum 
ncr Culling Smith and 
Wm. Birch 

8571 7 ft 

Hugh Railtr 

S00- 0 0 

Hinuclf 

4285 11 6 

Richard Will* 

Ri lit Hurrcl Acct Arch* 

via- o- o 

Himself 

4285-11 6 

bald heir 

IV» Acct Andrew WT1 

500 0 0 

Ctllicrt Rertram 

4285 It 6 

liann 

151 4 0 

George Dunliar 

0- 0 

WTlham Uiclinrd*on 

Jacob RuIct Acct W m 

vm o- o 

Charles l>inglc\ 

4285-1 1 6 

W alker 

on o o 

William Walker 

514 4 (> 

Rolx-n Todd 

25o o n 

Himself 

2ir 11 9 

R >1kti Todd 

W R Sumnrr in full for 
cmal impt rtnl jht hip 

250 0- 0 

Ihm*cH 

George Wilton Aemi 

2M 1 H 9 

Rent l fid 

Ru ell Skinner Accnt 

\W 8 0 

(»eoTgr Tlmmjw n 

1P14 11 9 

*Wtah Maptei if; 

VL 0 o 

John Zephaniah Hnlwrll 

1714 4 f 

l>i \cn t Mary R<*dlr> 
\cc u I tatr Jatnr* 

lt-6- 4 O 

Marr Rodlcv 

1596- 0 ft 

Hnuijhri 

•">5 ft ft 

Tlmmat Tydd 

2528 9 ft 

|Vi \<cot Wm Smith 

145. 0- ft 

J bn Trrakr 

rr n ( 

lVi Ate t Manr lb*wUnd 

ft ft 

Marv Rrmbnd 

4V5H ( 

IV \c i Th * flimd M 

<J»1 |L ft 

\!e r» Netllrton and 
Berber 

WII ( 
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To whom granted 

£ sterg-s-d 

To whom payable 

CRs As Pe 

Do Accot Mary Bradley 

40- 6- 6 

Mary Bradley 

345-10- 3 

Do Accot John Cox 

372-19- 9 

John Cox 

3196-12- 9 

Do Accot Isaac Sage 

500- 0- 0 

John Sage 

4285-11- 6 

Do Accot Estate Sami 


Mrs Elizth Gosling and 


Howet 

500- 0- 0 

Ann Susanna, Sarah and 




Maria Howet 

4285-11- 6 

Do Accot Benjn Wild- 




ing 

280- 0- 0 

Benjamin Wilding 

2400- 0- 0 

Thos Forbes Jum 

500- 0- 0 

Thos Forbes Senr 

4285-11- 6 

Thos Cooke 

371- 9- S 

Himself 

3184- 2- 0 

Do 

120- 0- 0 

Himself 

1028- 9- ft 

James Scotland 

500- 0- 0 

Himself 

4285-11- 6 

David McKenzie 

300- 0- 0 

Henry Davidson 

2571- 6- 9 

Ditto 

200- 0- 0 

Himself 

1714- 4- 6 

William Majendie 

500- 0- 0 

Revd Mr Maiendie 

4285-11- 6 
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IXTTER TO rounT 


To zcham granted £stcrgs-d 

Messrs Vansittart and 
Plowman in full return 
for one chest of coral 
heads marled I L No S 
i m p o r 1 1 d per ship 


( arrnarvon 1764 

455-19 

5 

Messrs Johnstone am! 




Petra Aitov to John 




Johnstone 

1000- 

. 0 

0 

James Ijster 

soo. 

ft 

0 

Kusscfl Slfnncr account 




( n» W iltinmvm 

St Ml 

ft 

ft 

Mo r\ \ aiisittan and 




PI mman in fitll return 




for jewel Is tm ported per 




lup }1<rxir tn 1761 

•400 

7 

11 

Francis Scott 

•179 

5- 

r, 

W llham Boh* 

500 

ft 

ft 

Ralph I*\cc*trr Actot 




Irmcis Cliarltott 

son 

0- 

0 

Kit/ Owen Jones 

m 

ft 

o 

Richard Harwell 

soo 

ft- 

ft 

Do in full return for coral 




lx ad imported per ship 




Ij nJ An>nn in 1761 

3515 

0- 

ft 

C des Subtler! 

500- 

0- 

ft 

Arthur Ahtmm 

SiXV- 

0 

ft 

) «eph JcVtU 

400- 

ft 

ft 

IX* 

100- 

0 

0 

[ / hirrnandrT 

500 

0 

0 

( i In n John u nr 

son 

0 

(i 

Samuel Middleton 

St>0 

0 

ft 

Do 

vm 

ft 

n 

Sunrnn Dr< / 

126- 

0- 

ft 

l)t \at James Watts 

'*00 

0 

0 

Mrit/trs (lathe 

too 

0 

0 

Atesandrr C jmlx It 

<00 

0 

ft 

f l tn 1 aimer 

Til 

0- 

n 

I ho Ilutchmwn 

'0 

(1 

n 

n iu lr IV la 1 ute 

130 

n 

n 

f hn H fmr 


■> 

IV 

ir 

7 1 

it 

I hn Ratline 

4M 

(V 

n 

Mathr* \llm Junr 

40 1 

IK 

f 

W dim i I smlieit 

sn 

n 

0 


To tr/tom payablr CRsAsPe 


Judah Suptno 

3908- S 

3 

Samuel Hannav Sami 

Swinton and Jnn Grant 

8571 7 

ft 

Himself 

4285. 11 

6 

Mrs. Alice Forster and 

Maximilian Western 

■lift'; n 

6 


Mount Cumpert7 

and 


Hayman 

543! 15 

3 

John Adams 

4108 1 

0 

John Misonor 

4285-1 1 

6 

William Harwell 

4285 11 

r 

Samuel Rush 

4285-11 

6 

Himself 

4285 (1 

6 


William Harwell 


30-»H 4 6 

J fimseir 


4285-11 6 

Himself 


4285-11 6 

lfim«clf 


34T3- 9 ft 

Math Waller and 

Jno 


W aller 


857 2 3 

Ixwis Hrovm 


4285 II ( 

Jim Jolinstone A 

Sami 


Swinton 


4285-11 6 

Henre Hastings 


4285 11 r 

Anne Ijne 


4285 11 ( 

Cliarles Itnitrau 


10*1 o n 

John W atts 


1714 4 ( 

Himself 


1571 r 9 

T1h»s Kmis 


4285 11 ( 

James Shan 


1714 4 ( 

Itenjamm Randal! 


4Tt 9 0 

Mr f-rtTand 


1114 4 f 

77k * }l il me 


HS& f> f> 

1 fimwlf 


\((Vv. \ Q 

IHmwIf 


v/«i n o 

Mallirw M!rn Senr 


4 4 II 0 

(ainrs Hath* 


4* 5 |1 6 
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To whom granted £sterg-s-d To whom payable CRsAsPe 


John Fortnom 

30- 0- 0 

Himself 

257- 2- : 

Messrs Vansittart and 
Plowman m full return 
foi 1 chest of coial beads 

maiked No 1 nn- 

poited per ship Lord 
Clive 1763 

128- 0- 0 

/ 

Hanamcl Mendez da Costa 

1098-11- 3 

Messis Vansittait and 
t Plowman m full jetuin 
foi 1 chest of coial beads 
> marked ME No 1 im- 
ported pci ship Earl of 
Ashbnrnham in the ycai 
1762 

110-1S-11 

Hanamel Mendez da Costa 

949-10- 9 

Messrs Vansittart and 
Plowman in full return 
for 1 chest of coral beads 
marked DS No 2 im- 
ported per Earl of 
Ashbnrnham 1762 

160-16- 9 

Abraham Levy Sonsino 

1378- 9- 9 

Messrs Vansittart and 
Plowman m full leturn 
for 1 chest of coral beads 
marked [symbol] No 34 
imported per ship 
Caernarvon 1764 

488- 9- 9 

Judah Supino 

4184- 6- 9 

Messrs Vansittart and 
Plowman m full return 
for two chests coral 
beads marked AB No 23 
& 24 imported per ship 
Lord Clive 1763 

1784-16- 3 

George Challoner 

15298- 6- 3 

Messrs Vansittart Plow- 
man m full return for 
one chest of coral beads 
mark’d [symbol] No 4 
per slnp Plassey m 1763 

881- 6- 5 

Jacob Moseh and Raphael 
Franco 

7554- 3- 9 

Russell Skinner 

500- 0- 0 

Joseph Skinner 

4285-11- 6 

Bryan Scotney 

500- 0- 0 

Himself 

4285-11- 6 

Robert Sanderson 

500- 0- 0 

Himself 

4285-11-6 

Hugh Watts 

1000- 0- 0 

Jas Farquliarson and 


Jas Amyatt Accot John ] 

500- 0- 0 

Thos Watts 

Geo Clive Yng Burgess 

8571- 7- 0 

Orfcus Yates f 

and James Amvatt 

4285-11- 6 

John Holme , , , , , 

187-10. 0 

Thos, Holme , , 

1607- 2- 0 
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letter to coukt 


To whom granted 

Page keblc Accor Robt j 

£slcrg r-d 
| 500- 0- 0 

Campbell 

Page keblc 

500- 0 0 

Do Accot John Davidson 

500-0-0 

Ralph W inwood 

500- 5- 0 

Thov. Pearson 

500- 0-0 

\\ llham Hutchinson 

100- 0 0 

Randolph Marriott Junr 

1000- 0- 0 

Francis Robertson 

200- 0-0 

Francu Hare 

500-0-0 

Patrick Duff 

100 0- 0 

Henry Grant 

500- 0- 0 

John Cummtrtgs 

500- 0-0 

William MaePheTKm 

soo 0 0 

|amcs Ellts 

500 0- 0 

Thm Anderson 

mo- o 

James Campbell 

500- 0-0 

Alexander Qiampton 

500 0- 0 

Hugh Cram 

Harry Vcrclst Accot 

500 n o 
j 50-12 8 

FJi/th Master 

Do Accot Mr* l U/th 
Heard 

Archibald Svunion Accot 


v>i n o 

the estate of John 

I X tv, n ics 

500 0- 0 

C rotgc \ an mart 

500 0 0 

Philip Milner Daeres 

2‘Ht- 0 0 

Uii sell Skinner Accot 
Thus. Tv.ld 

| 500 0- 0 

J« hn Wood 

500 0 r 

Ralpli Irecrstcf Accot 
tianus Ru ell 

| 395 0- 0 

IV Acci t Jttlin Canier 

.20- 0 0 

DUard Ward 

500 0 0 

| 1m Petrie 

Jj l.awit-11 Aic« t )« bn 

cm 0- 0 

C rafum 

105. tv 0 

Rand lp!» Marti* ft < Vnr 

ir> o- o 

IV, 

|00 0- 0 

C iHk-h Inm *lc 

VI 0 0 

|amr» D V 5n 

tm o ii 

Ijlwatd ^trphrn* h 

Jirni-v W7n 'ex 

5m o n 

Hi n n 


To whom payable 


CRs-AiPr 

R abort Campbell 


4285-11 6 

Himself 


428S-II 6 

Messrs Beecher 

and 


Ncttleton 


4285-1! 6 

Himself 


4285-1! 6 

Himself 


4285-11 6 

John Miscnor 


857 2 3 

The Retd. Dr Randolph 


Marriott 


8571 7 0 

John Bigger 


1714 4 6 

Ladjr Fleming 


4285-1! 6 

John Duff 


857 2 3 

Himself 


4285-11 6 

John MacVcn7ic 


4285-11 6 

William Ferguvm 


4285 U 6 

Himself 


4285-11 6 

Jno W abh and 

Geo 


Clive 


4285-1! fi 

Da Do 


4285-11 6 

John Edison 


4285-11 fi 

Alexander Grant 


4285-11 6 

Hkhd- Beecher 

Accot 


Ffu-th. Massey 


434 8- 3 

Fli7a1>cth Bcartl 


3W7 4 3 

Archibald Swinton 


4285 1! a 

! Hmself 


4285-11 fi 

Thomas Stone Siren 

1885 11 fi 

Tlmmax Tvdil 


4285-11 6 

Himself 


4285-11 fi 

Wiflm Russell and 

f like 


Grafton 


3385 11 fi 

Sirpbm J-aw 


f)7l fi- •> 

Himself 


42K5H fi 

Himself 


4285-11 ( 

Wdliam Shmert 


wi n 4 

William Brrmne 


2if» n n 

Marv Mam, tt 


8C 2 3 

I fim»r]/ 


15* - 3 

R liett lfrphurn 


4’43 1l ( 

(•eorgr Ihm»nr 


4V3II ( 

lfim»elf 


I-83 II fi 
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To whom granted 


£ sterg-s-d 

To whom payable 

CRs As Pe 

Do 


150- 0- 0 

Himself 

1285-11- 6 

Francis Sykes 


1000- 0- 0 

Robt Nettleton, Richd 




Beecher and Culling 
Snndt 

8571- 7- 0 


Harry Vcrelst 

Do in full return 

for 

500- 0- 0 

George Gray Senr 

4285-11- 6 

one chest of coral beads 




imported per 

ship 


Hanamel Mendez da 


Grenville 

427- 2- 6 

Costa 

3661- 1- 0 


25 

LETTER DATED 31 JANUARY 1766 

Advantages of acquisition of Dnvam — highly satisfactory condition of the 
revenues — urge restriction on export of specie — reduction in military expenses — 
regulation of inland trade — increase in rent from Calcutta lands — embezzle 
ment of Midnapore revenues — observations on Johnstone’s defence — sub- 
versive activities of Leycester and Gray — insubordinate conduct of junior 
servants on strengthening the Board with civilians from Madras — suspension 
of Majendie — negotiations with the Marathas for cession of the northern part 
of Orissa for a stipulated annual revenue 

To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

1 We have now die honor to transmit the sequel of those proceedings 
of the Select Committee which were dispatched the 30th September by the 
Admiral Stevens and also a duplicate of our letter of that date 

2 The conjectures we then formed with respect to the system which the 
Committee found it necessary, have in the event corresponded to our warmest 
expectations, and it is with extreme satisfaction we can assure you that a happy 
piospect is daily opening to our view of security and opulence to the Company 
Money flowing into your treasury, contentment expressed by the country 
government and peace deffusing her blessmgs throughout e\ery district of the 
Nabob’s dominions, are to us the most pleasing testimonies of the rectitude 
of the measures we pursued when the late grants were obtained The more 
we reflect on the situation of your affairs the stronger appear the reasons for 
accepting the dewanee of these provmces by which alone we could establish 
a power sufficient to perpetuate die possessions we hold and the influence we 
enjoy While the Nabob acted in quality of collector for the Mogul the 
means of supporting our military establishment depended upon his pleasure 
In the most critical situations while we stood balancing on the extreme border 
of destruction, his stipulated payments were slow and deficient The revenues 



LETTER TO COURT 


ISO 

were often withheld by disaffected rajahs and turbulent zemindar*, who des- 
pised the wenkne** of hi* government or they were squandered in profusion 
or dissipated in corrupnon the never failing symptoms of a declining constitu 
tion and feeble administration whence we were frequently disappointed of 
those supplies, upon the punctual receipt of which depended the \cry existence 
of the Companv in Bengal 

We cannot indeed look back, without liorror upon that desperate crisis 
to winch \our affair* were reduced when a mutinous spirit prevailed among 
your troops, when disscntions distracted )our consultations, ami a powerful 
cncm) was invading the provinces, to sebe and desolate )our possessions anil 
proliahl) to extirpate your sen anu. To us it evidently appear* there remained 
but the alternative to advance as we have done and grasp at the whole power 
or to shrink liack into our primitive condition of simple merchant*, to aliandon 
our possessions, disband our force*, and rest our future lmpc* on the clemency 
of prince* who will not casih forget or forgive the »upcnnnt) we have so long 
maintained In a word this last measure was in itself impracticable for we 
must observe although with much regret that tl>c misconduct of individuals, 
hath rendered the English name so odious, that we arc no longer secure than 
while our hands arc armed for the defence of our lives and propertv 

3 The several statements that go number* in our packet shew clcnrl\ the 
amount of rrvenue* to lie collected this year into the treasury exclusive of those 
i suing from the provinces of Burdwan Midnaporc and Chittagong ihc 
Calcutta lands and all vour former possessions. At present the) stand cncum 
Ixcrctl with a variety of superfluous charge* which we liope to reduce when 
we come to adjust the collection* of the ensuing year hut we thought it 
mlviseahlc to avoid introducing innovations which might create disgust anil 
dissatisfaction at so earlv a period of our Covemment The net 1 tala nee 
amounting to 212 laaks of sicca rupee* &226.000 pounds sterling will !>c the 
more rcadifv paid thar the minuter* and officer* of the Corernment can have 
nothing to plead in excuse for deficiencies and we have reason to ItcHevc it 
will not fall greatly short of the atated amount. This balance is abundantly 
sufficient to supplv your China trade provide for our own Investment anti 
defray all the evpcnecs of vour civil and military establishments Wliatrvct 
surplus mav remain in the treasury after the stipends to the King anti Nalmli 
arr discharged anti all other mort immediate demands arc answered this to- 
gether with the revenue* of Burdwan Ac shall then lie applied to relieve the 
wants of the other Presidencies to pav off vour l>ontI« anti to such oilier pur 
pose* a« mar appear to us most conducive to vour Interest 

4 Mr Sykes who was some time since appointed NrsMcnt at the l)ur!iai 
ant! *tij»ra\i*ff of the collections hath now taken charge of the factory at 
(•*►» imlw/ar upon Mr Senior s application f »r leave to return 1 1 h urojw Tlte 
great diligence he has exerted in settling the revenue* and homing the statr 
nietif* a* »rll a* attrnti m to the oilier several rhjrtu of mlmmlstrati m afford 
u tlte utmost rrason to Ik- highly satisfies) with hu conduct lie i< daily 
malmg remittaners the first fruits of the collections to the trrasurv whereby 
we are already enabled to set apart a supply of 24 laaks for v iur China invest 
nirnt twelve of whith arc now under dispatch f >r Canton tlir remainder will 
Ik- sent m tlte month of f-clmtarr to Madras to Ik- f awarded from theme to 
China I v the ratlte*t com frame W hen the c tlectiom of the year arr rkned. 
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wc have directed Mr Sykes to enquire strictly into the balances to the Govern- 
ment and to use every possible endeavour to recover diem, as we entertain 
the most flattering hope, that fiom diese arrears will arise a fund sufficient 
to discharge all the public demands on die late Nabob, for winch your honor 
may stand any way engaged 

5 Notwidistanding all these immense revenues of which die Company 
is actually possessed, wc must carnesdy request your serious attention to die 
consequences of oui impoveiislnng die country by such considerable annual 
export of treasure to China We must also recommend that you devise some 
method of cnabluig youi scivants and die inhabitants of die setdement to 
remit dieir own fortunes and the effects of deceased persons in their hands, 
by some odier channel than diat of bdls on France and Holland You are 
now in a situation which will never require youi lcceivmg private effects into 
the trcasuiy to be able to complete youi own investment Youi collections are 
adequate to every purpose and demand diat wc can foresee The Governor 
and Council could not diereforc with any propriety subject you to die in- 
convenience of answering bills to the amount of forty or fifty laaks merely 
for the benefit of youi servants, and suffer your own money to he dead and 
unappropriated m the treasury Indeed we were particularly cautious of draw- 
ing largely for dns ycai, in older diat you might be able to discharge your 
more nnmediatc and pressing engagements at home , yet should die necessity 
continue of remitting private property by foreign funds, the French and Dutch 
will not only be enabled theicby to provide eaily and valuable investments, 
but the provinces will also be depnved of a very considerable addition to the 
current species, which diose nations will odierwise be obhged to import every 
year in leady money To obviate as far as possible any immediate bad effects 
to the public from die above causes, the President has now undel considera- 
tion a proposal to prevent the exportation of treasure from occasioning a 
scarcity of money for some years at least , yet as this proposal rathei tends to 
palliate than effectually to remedy the evil, it is from your instructions only 
that we aic to expect a radical cure 

6 The oppoitumty which die restoration of peace affoids for cairying 
into execution your orders relative to the bat la aflow'ed to military officers, 
will greatly contribute to the increase of your surplus fund Those orders 
although reasonable and necessary could not, however, be conveniently enforced 
before public tranquility and military discipline and subordination were firmly 
established It was also requisite before wc entered upon a reduction of their 
pay to devise die means of their living cheaper and of supplying them with 
hquois and other stores at a more moderate price than these articles had 
usually been furnished We must likewise observe diat regimenting die troops 
hath not only conduced to die reformation we proposed, but also facilitated 
the reducUon of expence you enjoin A soldier who know's and performs Ins 
duty will neither expect nor require the superfluiues and fuxunes of life 

Accordingly w r e have ordained that on the first day of the present month 
the batta should be struck off 1 from die troops m general, excepting die brigade 
stationed in Shuja Dowlali’s dominions who, on account of die high price 
of provisions and die difficulty of procuring stores, will be allowed double 
batta m the field and half double batta m cantonments and m garrison until 
they are recalled to the provinces For the same reasons half batta is continued 
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to the uoops quartered at Patna and Monghcer but the rest of the army we 
mean the detachment* at subordinate* and other places that arc not engaged 
in actual *cmce arc reduced prccwclj on a footing with the Company s forces 
upon the Coast even those *tationcd at Monghccr and Patna receive the same 
exact batla as jour troops at Tnchtnopoly From such regulations and also 
from the check given to the many shameful abuses committed m musters 
returns, hospital bills boat* and other articles, we may affirm with confidence 
that the charges of your whole establishment cml and military including 
vour fortifications will fall short of the amount expended during the course 
of the late war on your arm) alone and )ct it is proposed if )ou suppl) us 
dulj with recruits, to maintain the complete establishment projected by lairtl 
Cine and the most formidable army that c\cr took the field in Bengal From 
what causes )our military cxpcnccs swelled to such immcasuretblc bound* 
requires no explanation Certain it is the) far exceeded the liberal supplies 
so lilicrally voted by the British Parliament for an army of auxiliaries ctn 
plojcd to oppose the combined forces of the most powerful princes in 
Christendom 

7 To these schemes of cconoim permit us to add the life resolution 
of this Committee regarding the new work* erected for the security of )otir 
servant* ami property These worl * have for several years past lutm a perpe 
lual dram for tm urcs which might have l>ccn more uscfullj applied vet 
should nc ever meet with the misfortune of Inring driven ofT the field and 
cooped up mthin the wall* of this fort your nffur* may then lie considered 
a* desperate and irrecoverable It ts therefore the unanimous opinion of till 
Committee confirmed bj the sentiment* of the Chief Engineer tliat we ought 
to regard the new work* a* a temporary security only for which purpose the 
ditch ramparts bastions and ravelin already finished arc sufficient to withstand 
the greatest force which the powers of this country arc ever like!) to assemble 
(..apiain Martin further deliver* u as his opinion that enlarging tin fortdka 
Hons conformably to the plan of the intended outworks would add nothing 
to the strength of the place unless we could at the same time maintain a garrison 
proportioned to their extent We resolved therefore not to proceed on the 
plan beyond what is now completed but to use all possible means to cheek 
the cncTuaihments of the River which hath advanced within a few vatd 
of the covered wav and threatens to sweep away one entire side of the fort 
he will also make all the dispatch we are able in completing the barracks 
v>mc of winch we have converted into very commodious appartments for the 
writers lately arrived and arc convinced it would l»c much for the Ivenefit of 
the Krvut if all the vming servants ami the public office* were collected within 
so narr iw a compa s as might subject them to ihiscr inspection than ts pm tide 
in their present situation 

fi Mahomed Rc/a Ca«n and the mini ter* we assoctatttl with him to 
tv inluct the lm ints of the tnuntrv government proceed with aLuritr and 
unammitv under the direction of Mr Svkrs the Rr«Hlm» Tliev a« well a» 
the jxroplr in general exprrs great *at» faction at the order we lately » urd 
and cut uird f n retailing to the IVesidmer all free mmliani* ami other 
1 utopcans wb ate nn in v nr covenanted servur manv cf w)i m Iwd by 
interfering wuli pul Ik affairs I»y act* of opjurs i m ami vinlmir and Inr 
awuming and evening a judnul authonty t talk jwtvettcd the ndinarv 
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course of justice and gnen gicat intciruption to the business of the adminis- 
tration \ct we must lament that the just and necessaiy punishment inflicted 
upon those who had committed abuses, should unavoidably extend to otlrers 
w'lio always acted with integrity and honour 

9 Idle more effectually to remove every cause of complaint and render 
the ministers responsible for the collection of the stated revenue, we have 
directed diat none besides those w'ho are employed in certain public stations 
shall m future concspond with the officers of the Government, hold lands, lend 
money to the zemindars oi take any othei means of improving then fortunes 
or acquiring influence in the country that may tend to disturb, distress or de- 
fraud eidicr the administration or the people, and dns prohibition w r e have 
extended to all your servants civil and military and their dependants It was 
the earnest request of die ministers that we should impose such restrictions 
and we thought compliance but reasonable as w r e w r ere well assured that die 
rc*\ enue had suffered from die excess to which these practises were earned 

10 In one instance, howcvei, we have taken the liberty of deviating from 
your orders for recalling die free merchants &c The plan for conducting the 
joint inland trade in the articles of salt, betclnut and tobacco, is m itself so 
extensile, the capital required so very considerable and the difficulty of pro- 
curing money at a moderate interest so gieat, that it becomes mdispensibly 
necessary, the accounts of die Society should be closed and their books balanced 
ivith more dispatch than can be expected, should black gomastahs and agents 
be employed , for this reason and because we are willing to promote to the 
utmost of our power a scheme that appears well calculated for your interest 
and the public benefit, w r e have permitted the Committee of Trade to appoint 
European agents for disposing of the Society’s concerns 2 at certain established 
marts m different parts of the country And as for this purpose, Company’s 
servants could not be spared from the Presidency and subordinates, those agents 
are therefore chosen from the list of free merchants with die utmost attention 
to dieir character and former behaviour Besides which we have stnedy con- 
fined them to the business of the Society by such severe penalties and restric 
tions as we think must effectually prevent their giving offence or molestation 
Should we find these limitations insufficient to secure die peace of die country 
and remove all cause of complaint, we are dien determined to recall diem 
and remit the business to black agents 

11 Further to assist this valuable branch of commerce and promote die 
credit of the infant Society, the Governor and Council have at the request of 
the Committee of Trade, signed and executed a deed for the better securing 
to die Society, the free and exclusive purchase and sale of the articles of salt 
&c from the 1st September 1765 to the 30th August 1766 , allowing a sufficient 
time to dispose of such stock as may be provided for the season m order to 
prevent the great loss that must arise to the proprietors should any alteration 
take place, by your order after the concerns of the year are begun and before 
the same are concluded We therefore flatter ourselves with your entire appro- 
bation of this measure, so essential to die due execution of the plan formed 
by your permission and with all possible regard to your interest 

12 Our proceedings point out clearly the increase of your rents issuing 
from the Calcutta lands and the general minutes entered upon that subject 
explain our sentiments on the prospect we have of rating the pergunnahs still 
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higher without exaction or oppression It evidently appear* to us that conn 
dcrablc frauds were formerly committed in these collections with a view of 
correcting which we have determined that the lease* granted to the present 
farmer* »houkl expire on the 1st day of Not ember next. By that time we 
hope to find leisure to ascertain their value md more exactly nt least we sliall 
then silence the clamour of the inhabitants against what thc\ deem a mono- 
poly by universally diffusing and extending die benefit* arising from the 
possession of lands, among the most substantial and reputable banyans and 
black merchants living under your protection 

13 Most earnestly do we wash that such shameful cmbcra'lcnicnt of -the 
public money were confined to those lands situated more immediately under 
the eve* of the Governor and Council *mcc nothing besides the greatest in 
attention and misconduct could then prevent the detection of abuses. But 
should a general depravity of manner* prevail and your servants acting in the 
highest stations l>c restrained neither by motives of conscience nor by principles 
of honor the discovers of frauds at places remote from the Presidency will then 
Income more difficult and mcrclv accidental Tills evidently appear* from 
the state of the Mtdnaporc revenues which for three years |ia*t liavc Melded 
2J523XK) rupees more than were ever placed as thev ought to the Company* 
credit. Our recalling the factors, and appointing Mr Vtrclst Supmivir 3 and 
Mr ( ralnm Resident at Midnaporc under hi* direction brought this un 
warrantable transaction (to) light which might otherwise have lain in |>m- 
found ol)M.untv until chance had produced a Resident whose sense of honour 
ami feeling* of conscience were stronger tlian the impulses of private interest 
hot ytKir further information we l>cg leave to refer you 10 Mr Vcrclst * letter 
ami the statement of those revenues inserted In the accompanying list of 
packet ^ ct fortunate to the Companv as tin* discovery will certainly lie toml 
dcrctl we must confess it occasions great ctnliarrassmcnt to our proceeding 
unless we would deviate on the one hand or the other from that dutv which 
we <me to our ton titucnts It was firmly our intuition to avoid further retro* 
|Kiin»n of the conduct of an administration so notoriously corrupt and meanly 
venal throughout every department in hopes the examples already nndc would 
ufTkicntlv deter other* ami work a reformation It was tlve correction of 
abuses ami not the puni hmem of misconduct tliat we proposed although we 
etidiav mired to avoid exposing ourselves either to the ten lire t f partiality «w 
the hcavirt tliarge of unfaithfulness to our employer* 

fit tin a in mam other in tanccs we considered that a scrimm into the 
particular* <f the tmlKv/lcmcnt would Ik iinjirofiiable to von while it 
would nt the same time ixca ton great olwtrituum to our cimsultattou and 
might uhI tn the macs itv of diminishing the numlK-r « f vmtr Council alrradv 
much reduced hv the death of one the *u pen ion of another and the resign i 
tKrti < f f rur tmnilK-r* <f the Ikiard We mu r further l»eg lcavr to observe 
that we raniK I help regarding the late RrsMletit as far less culpable than am 
« f lu immediate fircdrcnv r who mav \*c *akl t • have dutknl i nt the patfi 
ami guwlrd hit »trj« liv the false light that tin led him (ertaui It i that 
U uttl sou disap^Kuvc our lemvv the same dnrrc in law i*r vepnty wlmh will 
1 1 Irgc Mr U am t » refund wilt alto oblige hi prrdnr««>ct to make mtituti >ti 
1 rom these c nuderatems iherrf »rc wr resolve to leave it in the njrtbm « f you r 
honorable Board to |«ftm-cutc m rchrjrjui h ynur claim to mb habnees a 
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ought to hu\c been applied to your ciccht, contenting ouisches with giving 
vou the necessary information of facts and taking the most eOeetual means to 
proem such practices in future 

14 For reasons of a simil.n natuie we decline icsuming any fuithei consi- 
deiation of the conduct of the Board and deputation during die late negotiations 
at Moorshcdabad Ahe.tdy om Consultations have been too much interrupted 
with cawlhng debate and faction We aic heaitily sick of the funtless laboi 
of raking m the jakes of corruption and should we entei upon fresh enquiries, 
we must again wholly suspend the course of current business You have before 
you sunicicnt proofs whether gentlemen distinguished most zeal for youi 
service or attachment to then own interest and should you he disposed 
for the sake of example to attempt the rccoveiy of those sums obtained so un- 
warrantably from the Nabob and bis ministers, we apprehend the evidences 
transmitted are strong and explicit enough to giound an action upon in any 
court of judicature 

15 It remains with its to olfei a few r remarks upon that letter which 
Mr Johnstone sent m to the Board just as the Admiral Stevens was undei sail, 
as if he apprehended least some bold assertions he advanced might be refuted 
before he tvas out of reach of the shame consequent on detection Many of 
these assertions are so mean, so contrary to truth and to Mr Johnstone’s one 
[ow-n] know’ledge that w'c read them wadi equal surprize and contempt , sensible 
that he must be hardpressed indeed to support a sinking reputation w'ho has 
recourse to falsehood to justify misconduct. 

16 This gentleman thinks it necessary after three months preparation, to 
apologize for a lame and unreasonable defence by affirming that he was denied 
all access to the papers relative to himself, until a few days before Ins departure 
Mr Johnstone forgot that he acknowledges the receipt of diose very papers in 
a note he wrote to our Secretary m the month of June before we came to any 
determination , which note is now' in the Secretary’s possession He also forgot 
that die letters of Messrs Senior and Middleton inserted in our proceedings of 
the 21st June, prove that all die evidences and proceedings upon that occasion 
were regularly transmitted to those gentlemen w'lio were not present at the 
Board He ought therefore radier to avail himself of his first jilea and refuse 
acknowledging the authority of die Committee dian dius to skulk behind a 
pitiful untruth 

From the deep fund of critical learning which Mr Johnstone displays in 
the country language, w'e might reasonably expect a more perfect knowledge 
of the power and idiom of his mother tongue For after torturing die phrase 
cooch boohgam [kuchh bolunga nahtn or kuchh bhuloonga nahin] to make oui 
proceedings appear unfair and impartial, he is at length forced to construe 
it into a signification that implies a stronger menace than can possibly be 
conveyed in the words of our translation The least acquaintance with die 
English language will enable any man to determine whether m the circum 
stances there represented Mr Johnstone’s expression “I wall be silent” doth not 
imply a more emphatic menace than the words which w r e ascribe to him “your 
business will meet widi no countenance” inasmuch as the one declares all 
that is meant , whereas the other intimates a harsher meaning than he would 
choose to express 

Mr Johnstone insinuates by way of reflection on the management of the 
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Committee that nc Here under the necwmtj of applying to the Sect? for 
the loan of a Lnk and t half of rupees Tlic fact is true htrt it rests with 
Mr Johnstone and hu associate* at the Board to explain how the Company* 
treasury came to lie at so low an cbh a* to want so poor a supply It also rests 
with him to explain how the Nalxrb (for our first application was to the Nabob) 
time to be so impoverished hv presents made to the deputation that he could 
not furnish even tins small relief to the necessities of the Companj And it rests 
particularly with Mr Johnstone to assign the reason why a balance of six laaks 
was due from Hurdvvm to \our exhausted treasury while he was filling hu 
own pockets at the Durliar which balance was afterwards collected hv 
Mr Vcrclst 

What lie remarks <>n our opinion of Mr Lcyccstcr delivered in our pro- 
ceedings of the 2 l*t June is also very true That gentleman had joint!) with 
Mr Johnstone received bills from M R. Cawn but as he dcchrcd upon oath 
that he liad no intention of licncfiting h) them it was surely mcumlicnt on the 
Committee to acquit him in a public opinion. We should liave acquitted 
Mr Johnstone likewise, if he lnd made the same solemn declaration but our 
pmatc sennmenis of that oath we should lunc reserved ns In Mr Ixyccstcrs 
ease to our letter to the Court of Director* for an oath mav silence an acctisa 
non of crimes, hut it doth not necessarily produce conviction of innocence. 
Mr Johnstone hath tacked to this extraordinary defence certain letters written 
to him by Mahomed Reza Cawn and his own agent Mootcraum' as vouchers 
for ho gixxl ln-haviour during the negotiation Whh respect to these letter* 
ut must observe the) were obtained at a period when it may rca«onahlv lie 
supposed tliat such testimonies durst not lie refused on account of the extra 
ordman authority which Mr Johnstone hail just licforc assumed at the Durbar 
It nnv also Ik- ol>*crvcd from M R, Cawn* Idler that great apprehensions 
were conceived lot the Nalvob should come to Calcutia to Jay lus complaint* 
Ixrforc the Committee and Mr John lone knows that inieTcst was made with 
the dim Re idem to puvatl on him to exert his utmost influence in preventing 
a vi it which it wa tlunight would not bring much honor to tJic deputation 
\\i leave it tlunforc to vnur lumltlc Board to determine whether at tin l*c*t 
th «v tcvtun ones will justify Mr Johnstone from the clnrgt of extortion and 
weigh down again i tin mo»i jMwitivc evidence dial ran Ik: given upon any 
matter >f fict Ik this as u will we think it netessnry to correct Mr Johnstone s 
mt take when hr affirms that M R. Lawns first dcpoMttnn take* no tw tuc of 
auv demand made in die name of the deputation A reference to tint depo 
tin n will sail fv von dial Mr Johnstone either read without atuiiti m or dm 
lie qu tc witfi uit candour 

It wimfd Ik indie* to pm ut Mr Joint tone through the leth m nu/e ‘ f 
tn n and mi n prcHUlattnn «i evident m tverv page of In letter Permit it 
thvtcf rr t 1 refer v m for a m ur pariutiLir npfv to die proceeding* thcinwlvr 
and 1 1 Duel Hi c imnutr and t * dune « f the tnrniliers of the VUtt (-nm 
tmttre entered m the appmdiv atrradv tran nutted liv the Admiral Sir cm 
A t Mr l hrt t nr management in the Ihirtfwan jumintr wr tmifd wi h 
Ite had tiflrrtsl « * * s m with thr veil < f it mr transaction* that will not 
Uar evammatr m He hath n rw he lit ill nidged sttuturr* n Mr \rfrt t* 
memorial rlfigtd that gentleman to di^lo-c wlur out if lendernot to 
Mr J fimtnnr hr wa* unwilling 1 1 rrvrjk 
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17 You will obscivc from the Consultations that Mr Leycester stands sus- 
pended, and that Mr Giay resigned the service while his conduct during his 
residence at Manilla was undei consideration of the Board , you will also 
perceive die obstiuction given to all public business by cavilling debate, and 
'unreasonable minutes, while these two gentlemen remained at the Board 
Those minutes arc of themselves sufficient testimony of the spirit which actuated 
so extraordinary a behaviour They aie indecent, violent, and factious beyond 
anything cvei before tolerated m dus Go\ eminent m the m6st licentious times 

Messrs Leycestei and Gray no sooner perceived the lash of correction 
lemoved, than they, unmindful of the lenity of the Committee when we might 
with propriety and indeed ought to have suspended them the service, set up 
a determined opposition and dared to ridicule and insult the Government upon 
all occasions Yet we bore this usage widi patience out of regard to your 
situation, and replied to their minutes with temper, until Mr Leycester pro- 
ceeded to such lengths of licentiousness as tended to involve the settlement in 
anarchy and civd dissensions He published an expression hastily dropt by 
General Carnac at die Board, with such additional and aggravating circum- 
stances, as weie best calculated to raise a ferment in die minds of die people 
and excite the inhabitants to open sedition The alarm that we were about 
to introduce a military government, became so general, we thought it incum- 
bent on us to trace die author of such dangerous calumny, and upon a convic- 
tion that Mr Leycester had forged and published it with a design of weakening 
the hands of die administration, we judged it necessary to suspend him as 
unworthy of Ins station in your service 

18 We need not take up your time in justifying a measure that became 
indispensably necessary, unless we meant to relinquish all attempts to effect diat 
general reformation so essential to the stability and permanency of your pos- 
sessions Mr Leycester had strenuously opposed every measure which tended 
to the correction of abuses , and even whde he was acting in the capacity of 
a magistrate and judge, most shamefully endeavoured to suppress, pervert, 
and stifle evidence relative to Mr Gray’s conduct His own minute upon the 
occasion produced his suspension so strongly points out the violent designs he 
entertained diat we could sit no longer at the same Board widi any regard to 
oui own characters or prospect of advantage to your service From the loud 
cry raised by Mr Gray and Inm against military force and arbitrary power, 
one would naturally have conceived the President had deprived half the British 
subjects m die settlement of dieir birdiright , the fact, however, was nothing 
more than that Lord Clive had ordered a guaid of sepoys over Ramnaut 5 a 
man of infamous character said to be employed by Mr Gray m the most iniqui- 
tous acts of extortion and a native of Manilla who himself refused to claim 
the protection of our laws, because he should dicrcby become subject to the 
punishment to which those laws condemn his offences Whereas numberless 
instances* occur m former goternments m Bengal of natives, inhabitants of 
Calcutta being confined by nnlitaiy guards, upon accusations of infinitely less 
consequence to the public weal Li shoit these two gentlemen were so discon 
tented and industrious in piopagating die seeds of their humour that we are 
firmly convinced the suspension of die one was necessary, and die resignation 
of the other conducive to die benefit of your service, yet these are the gentle- 
men who wc are told, flatter themselves with the hopes of justifying their 
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Committee that «l were under the necc* ltv of applying to the Sect# for 
the loin of t link nid n lialf of rupees Tlic fact if true hut it rest* with 
Mr Johnstc nc and lu* a socialc* it the fkiard to explain how the Company s 
trta urv came to Ik- it so low an chh it to want so poor n xupph It -iIh> rests 
u nil him to e\phin how the Ndxib (for our first application was to the Nabob) 
tame to l>c *o impoverished In presents made to the deputation tint lie could 
Hot fumt h even tins small relief to -the necessities of the Company And it rests 
particularly with Mr Johnstone to assign the reason wh\ a balance of six laak« 
was due from Hurdwan to xour cxliau ted treasun while he was filling his 
twn jkkV.cis at the Durbar which balance was afterward* collected by 
Mr \crclst 

\\ hat he remark on our opinion of Mr Ixrvcestcr delivered in our pro- 
ceedings of the list June is also very true That gentleman had jointl) with 
Mr Johnstone ret civ a! Inlb from M R. C-awn but ns he declared upon oath 
that he had no intention of benefiting by them it was surely incumbent on the 
(amimittcr to acquit him in a public opinion. We should have acqutttcd 
Mr Johnstone likewise if he hid made the same solemn declaration but our 
private sentiments of that oath we should have retcncel as in Mr Leicester i 
eve to our Icuct to the Court of Directors for an oath maj silence on accusa 
non of crimes hut u doth not nccessanl) produce conviction of innocence. 
Mr John lone Itaih tacked to this extraordinary defence certain letters written 
to him h\ Mahomed Rc/a Lawn and hi* own agent Momentum* as vouclicrs 
for lu good Miavimir during the negotiation With respect to these letters 
we must observe thev wctc obtained at a period when it may reasonable, be 
supposed that mill testimonies durst not lie refused on account of the extra 
ordinary authority which Mr Johnstone had just Ixrforc assumed at the Durbar 
It ma\ also Ik- oh med from M R. Cawn s letter that great apprehensions 
were conceived lest the N sixth should come to Calcutta to lav lus complaint* 
“Iwh u the Ct uuiuttec and Mr Jolvunowe knows, that interest was mark with 
die dun RcsKlcfit to proail on him to exert his utmost influence in presenting 
4 u it which it wa thought would not bring much honor to the deputation 
We leave it therefore to your lionlilc Hoard to determine whether at tlic ltc*t 
ih teMitn unes will justify Mr Johnstone from the charge of extortion and 
weigh ilmn again t die most positive evidence tint can l>e given upon an) 
mailer <ffut IW* tin a it will we think it necessary to correct Mr Johnsiotic s 
tm take when hr affirms that M R Cawns first deposition lake* no notice of 
anv demand nndr in the name of the deputation A reference to dwt depo 
in m will mi fv vi u that Mr J« lm tone either rend w idiom attention or that 
he «pw*tv wulw ut cand nit 

li « Mill Ik indie* t |hii uc Mr J Ijn tone through the ndum nu/c of 
cit r and tm r -j rrMntatmti « evident in every page of hi letter IVrmit u 
tf cref re t t fet v mi f k a in «r particular reply In die proceedings tlinn*rUr* 
and i I arid Cll't minute and t » ill »*c < f the nirinl*rT* of the Select ti*n 
mutte mure l m die af pui hx alrra Iv transmitted Irr dir Admiral Stnrm 
\ I Mi John t tie injttJgt mmt in tlw Ihmlwan jm vbuc we could widi 
h lu l * Fmil 11 t i vet with thr vet! if sdrmr transaction dial will not 
fw at examitutt *n Mr lutli run* In hi dt judged tftiturr* on Mr \ rfebt * 
tr<m **ul < * hgrtl that g nib-man t duel >w wlut out of tenderness to 
Sir ] 'met ne tw was unwdhng u> text ah 
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17 You will obscnc fiom the Consultations that Mr Leyeestei stands sus- 
pended, and that Mi Giav resigned the sen tee while his conduet during his 

residence at Manilla was undci consideration of the Boaid, you will also 

✓ 

percent. the ohstiuetion given to all public business by cavilling debate, and 
unreasonable minutes, while these two gentlemen lcmaincd at the Board 
Those minutes aie of themselves suflicicnt testimony of the spirit which actuated 
so extraordinary a behawom They aie indecent, violent, and faetious beyond 
anything e\ei before tolerated m this Got eminent in the mbst licentious times 

Messrs Leyeestei and Gray no sooner perceived the lash of correetion 
lemovcd, than they, unmindful of the lenity of the Committee when wc might 
with propriety and indeed ought to have suspended them the seivice, set up 
a determined opposition and dated to ndicidc and insult the Government upon 
all occasions Yet we bore tins usage with patienee out of regard to your 
situation, and replied to their minutes with temper, until Mr Leyeestei pio- 
cecded to such lengths of licentiousness as tended to involve the settlement in 
anarchy and civil dissensions He published an expression hastily dropt by 
General Carnac at the Board, with such additional and aggravating cucum- 
stanccs, as w'cic best calculated to raise a ferment m die minds of the people 
and excite tbc inhabitants to open sedition The alarm rhat we w'ere about 
to introduce a military government, became so general, w r c thought it incum- 
bent on us to trace the author of such dangerous calumny, and upon a convic- 
tion that Mr Lcyccstcr had forged and published it with a design of weakening 
the hands of the administration, we judged it necessary to suspend him as 
unwoithy of his station m your service 

18 We need not take up your time in justifying a measuie that became 
indispensably necessary, unless w'c meant to relinquish all attempts to effect diat 
general reformation so essential to the stability and permanency of your pos- 
sessions Mr Lcyccstcr had strenuously opposed every measure which tended 
to the correction of abuses , and even while he w'as actmg in the capacity of 
a magistrate and judge, most shamefully endeavoured to suppress, perveit, 
and stifle evidence relative to Mr Gray’s conduct His own minute upon tbc 
occasion produced his suspension so strongly points out the violent designs he 
entertained that wc could sit no longei at the same Board with any legard to 
oui owm characters or prospect of advantage to your service From the loud 
cry raised by Mr Gray and him against military force and arbitrary power, 
one would naturally have conceived the President had dejirived half the British 
subjects in the settlement of dicu birthright , the faet, however, was nothing 
more than that Lord Clive had ordered a guard of sepoys over Ramnaut 5 a 
man of infamous character said to he employed by Mi Gray m the most iniqui- 
tous acts of cxtoi tion and a native of Manilla who himself refused to claim 
the protection of our laws, because he should thereby become subject to the 
punishment to which those laws condemn his offences Whereas numberless 
instances occui in former governments m Bengal of natives, inhabitants of 
Calcutta being confined by military guards, upon accusations of infinitely less 
consequence to the jiubhc w'eal In short these two gentlemen were so discon 
tented and industrious m piopagatmg the seeds of their humour that we are 
firmly convinced the suspension of die one was necessary, and die resignation 
of the other conducive to the benefit of your service, yet these are the gende- 
men who we are told, flatter diemselvcs with the hopes of ]usttfying dieir 
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conduct to \oui van. (act Km and of mvwmng ag*un to the management of 
\mir concern* in Bengal Should this event ever liappcn we have only to 
ntsh although contrary to nil human probabihtv that )our affairs may 
prosper 

19 The Board being now reduced far liencvtli the establishment we pro* 
jwmxI and to a number insufficient to conduct the necessary business of the 
CrO\ eminent filling the vacant scats became an object of immedntc considers 
non. By the idmtm! Slnrnt we freely delivered our sentiments of the unfit 
ness for that station of some of those gentlemen who stand next m succession. 
We a\*o recommended with the greatest earnestness that in composing your 
Council \ou would admit of no claim but tint of merit and approved services. 
We must now again beg leave to repeat that from a lut of fourteen Junior 
Merchants we arc not able to select n number sufficient to make up the defi 
tiemy of tlic members at the Board unless we abandon all hope of curbing 
licentiousness reforming abuses and subduing (Jut universal passion that pre 
vails among vour servants of accumulating riche* in a manner inconsistent 
mth the good of the country and your interest The factious spirit which 
latch bla/ed out so violcmh m Council, hath reached the lower classes so we 
can entertain no reasonable hope of thetr cordial services until they have felt 
the weight of correction and experienced die Influence of example Still how 
ever nr should be sorn to deprive them of all prospect of rising hr promoting 
their juniors on this cstabli hment since lime and the certain assurance that 
merit not standing will entitle them to your favour may produce the desired 
effect upon their conduct. 

2ll hor these reasons we applied to the Presidency at bon Si Cenrge rr 
questing that Met rs. Ku sell Aldcrscy hclsalt and Kloycr might lie permitted 
iin mu in the present exigenev umtl vour pleasure should lie known being 
fully j*tr*uadcd that this preference of the servants of another Presidency will 
perate tn we effectually than if we had recourse to the more irksome and 
in irtifvmg indignity of superseding them from this cstahh hinent V* c arc 
» mi) find that our endeavours to sene the Company in a manner the least 
injuimu tn vour senants here sltmild lie mi'consiruciL As soon a* this 
measure liecamc kn *wn hs reports frtm Madras and prevums to our laying 
•>m jo nettling* Iieforc die Board the young gentlemen of the settlement bail 
*st ihrtu*ebc-s up for judges of the propnetv of our conduct ami tin* degree 
1 thetr own metit each would seem to think himself qualified to transact vour 
weiphtv affairs m Council at an age when tlie laws of hi* uwmrv adjudge 
lum unfit tu manage lus <mn concerns to the extent of forty shilling* They 
have n t < nh et thetr harnl* to the memorial of imuplamt hut mtrrrd into 
a '-Kian* n unlwMnmng at their year* ami dcstruitivc of that lulKirdtnaiurn 
wid«m wltuh n > gntrnmcm saw land All * 1 * 11 * to »hr Prrsidrm arc for 
I *1 !cn all mvttau ms from him and the members i f tlir Untimnirr are to !>r 
hghtr l The gentlemen tailed d *n hv our auihoriu fn m Madras arc to l»e 
treated with neglect an l o ntrtupt 1 very nun win drvutr* from do ti>nfe 
defat* i t Ik* ttgmati/ d and a\ idsd In a w ml the mmdtct arr totally 1 
»ej fat them ebrs fr m the load dr% mm an 1 uni m arr t » Ik- set at defiance- 
ant it Nstmte* a fair struggle whether we it the s ting grnilrmm *J all m 
fututt gut! the helm «f (n vrrnmrnt 1/ *k at thetr tntnn examine thnr 
standing tn pure tnt their «o«n an 1 irffrti upon the agr f f mr ffthi i f 
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the subscribers to this bill of grievances and who now support the association, 
and you will be equally surprised with us at the presumptous intemperance of 
youth and convmced that a stop of three or four years in the course of promo- 
tion is indispensably necessary if you would have your Council composed of 
men of experience and discretion 

21 From this sketch of the behaviour of your junior servants you will 
perceive the dangerous pitch to which the independant and licentious spirit 
of this settlement hath risen You wdl then determine on the necessity and 
propriety of the step we have taken In the meantime we are resolved to sup- 
port it or we must submit to the anarchy and confusion consequent on sub- 
jecting the decrees of your Select Committee to the revisal and repeal of young 
gentlemen just broke loose from the hands of their schoolmaster Earnestly 
do we wish diat every member of this Board had cordially joined m the same 
sentiments, smce dissents serve only to break the force of resolutions, to weaken 
authority and give vigour and courage to faction and disobedience As to the 
pomt of indignity of which your petitioners complain nothing can be more 
evident than diat the Committee regarded the present supei cession as less 
injurious than a selection would be from this establishment, smce we even 
declined promoting upon this occasion die very persons whom we particularly 
recommended to the most distinguishing marks of your favour In this light it 
is considered in every other service, had such promotion been the choice of the 
Committee 

22 Our proceedings explain the motives of our conduct and also the 
measures we enforced to reduce the settlement to order and obedience 
Mr Majendie, the Secretary to the Councd, is dismissed from his office, and 
suspended the service for having eminently distinguished himself in forming 
a combination so unwarrantable in itself, so dangerous in the present conjunc- 
ture and so peculiarly unbecoming to his age, to his station, and to his employ- 
ment Should this example suffice, we shall avoid proceeding to the extremity 
of punishing widi the loss of bread, young men who have been artfully spirited 
up to faction, to giatify the resentment and promote the selfish views of men 
in whom you have reposed unmerited and much abused confidence 

You will be astonished to observe at the head of this list two members of 
your Council who subscribe dieir names in testimony of their sense of the 
injustice done to the younger servants Possibly this testimony might have 
weight with your honorable Board had those gentlemen fiist cleared up their 
conduct from certain imputations which intimate how little dieir interest dis- 
poses them to co-operate in a reformation for the public benefit At all eients 
whether the proceeding of the Committee be in itself right or wrong it is most 
certainly their duty to repress every factious combination, to temper the heat 
and vehemence of youth, to maintain die authority of the Board, and to avoid 
giving countenance to a seditious and rebellious humour that might ha\c jiro- 
duccd the subversion of Government and die most fatal consequences to the 
Company’s affairs before your decision could arrive 

23 This incident occurring four days only before die dispatch of the 
ship, you will not expect that our letter from the Public Department should 
enter so minutely into the transactions of the Board as we proposed The 
business is now suddenly taken up by Mr Campbell, our Sccrctar\, who wc 
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Mr Sumner conceiting this pmagraph to be particularly levelled against 
himself, begs lca\c to enter his dissent to that and such othu pails of the lettu 
as differ from the sentiments he hath alieady evpiessed upon the face of the 
proceedings as well of the Council .is of the Committee 

(Signed) Clnc/W B Sumnei / John 
Cumae / H Verelsi / Chas [Franeis] 
Sykes 
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LETTER DATED 1 FEBRUARY 1766 

Reasons for icquisi turning services of Russell, Alderscy, Kelsall and 
Floyer — plan foi n formation in every depot Intent- — new regulations regarding 
batta and other army reforms — special com mission to the Governor foi foie- 
going the advantage of pi mate trade — excess profits of the Society of Trade 
to be retained by the Company — licit' plan for car lying on salt trade sudden 
acquisition of fortunes by yeitmgci servants through illicit trade deploied 
suggests changes in the method of proem mg investment suggested— confi- 
dence regarding improvement in financial position Sumner opposed to bring 
mg in civilians from Madras — i csl oration of Majendie recommended 

To the Honorable the Comt of Pncctois 


Gentlemen, 

1 My lettcis to you of the 29th September by the Admiral Stevens and 
the 28th November, overland, were so full and the circumstances which have 
since occuned arc so few that I have little more to tiouble you with by this 
conveyance, than a confirmation of the disagieeable tiuths respecting the licen- 
tiousness of dns settlement which have aheady been so faithfully commum 
cated to you by the Select Committee as well as by me 

2 It was not long after the dispatch of the Admiral Stevens that T saw 
clearly the absolute necessity of our carrying into execunon as far as we cou 
the measure I had the honor of lecommendmg to your consideration ot pro- 
curing the assistance of a few meritorious servants upon the IV A las csta i is i 
ment The resignation of Messrs Burdett and Gray, the suspension o 
Mr Leycester, the unfitness of Messrs Semoi, Watts, and Marriott, ma e a 
considerable deficiency at the Board although die absence of them all from this 
country would in fact be reckoned as a clear gam to the Company carce > a 
day passes wheiern I do not discover that abuses and even frauds have been 
practised m almost every department , the absolute necessity o sue i an imesti 
gation, as may prevent a continuance of them must be adnntte ut or me 
to attempt it without proper assistance, were absurd as it would fill up every 
moment of the time I have remaining in India, and prevent my attending e\en 
to the current business of my Government, 



392 


IXTTDl TO COURT 


3 The incapacity either from understanding or principle of some who 
rank next to Council and the unfitness from youth inexperience or tainted into* 
gntv of others who have abilities, made \w m vain search m this Presidency for 
proper persons to assist u* in our labours The homd massacre by Cowim All 
Cawn of so many of the most able young men upon this establishment who 
would ncm hate entered into high stations which they would have filled with 
honor tortured our memory but left us without hopes of retrieving the loss. 
It was not only m\ opinion but the opinion of the whole Committee excepting 
< nc man that m the present exigency of \our affair* no measure coukl be 
ad iptcd to answer so effectually the great purpose of restoring order subordina 
turn economy and 7<rd for the service as requesting the assistance of four 
gentlemen from Madras till your pleasure should lie known. These gentlemen 
arc Messrs Russell Aldcrsev Kclsall and Flayer each of whom I consider as a 
tr mg reinforcement of those necessary virtue* winch arc wanting to complete 
on this establishment In the 11th paragraph of my letter by the 
Admiral Sfetens I had the honor of recommending this measure to you 
and I hope for the sake of the success of your affairs lliat you wall ere this reaches 
>ou hare given the fullest and most podurc orders thereon for I am convinced 
it is the only plan lliat can secure your present prosperity The clamour which 
this proceeding of the Select Committee has raised amongst the disappointed 
and factious will be observed upon in our General Tx-ttcr and I imagine \ou 
will confess that what ha* passed upon the occasion confirms more strongly than 
anwhtng I have licforc or now base urged the propriety of what we have done 
Objections from gentlemen who rank immediately next to Council arc not un 
reasonable but we here see an alisunl combination set on foot by men whose 
fortunes enable them to quit your service without a gmtefu! sense of tin 
benefits received from It and !>y !>oys wlw cannot possibly form an\ judgment 
of the politic* or government of your immense concerns ^ on will undoubtedly 
con tder whether thev or the Committee in whom yon have !>crn pleased to 
place vnur power and confidence arc most fit to determine upon the expediency 
of such a measure The point in short is reduced to this whether you would 
hoo«e to have such a thing ns government or not whether the junior shall !>o 
in sut Minimal ion to the senior servant and wlirihcr the revenues of Bengal 
Uahar and Orissa hall lielong to the Company or to individual 

* lor tns own part till l know your determination I nm resolved to 
j top* and m mdeavour lu cam into execution as far as po* ddc every 
regulation that appears wholesome Vnir service Iicrr has Iktm rotting in 

* mtptmn Twin to revive it and defv the world to suggest that I liave anv 
mtcrcvt to serve hut \ wits. M\ ahdittrs mv const mm m arr cxrrtnl to the 
utm t 1 ut 1 cann t prtwetd in the work 1 have l*cgun ami am determined 
t v vet nnpti h without pr vper a i tancr 

* Hr the minutes ami preceding* in O until relating to Mr Cray vmi 
will learn that I wav not inclined to Krutim/r jojiuntarU int * that grntlmian * 

* nhwt till called uj»m Iv lunivrH in tilth language if tlefiantc lliat 1 wa« 
f tferd to prt lute the inf rttuatt n charge* which had l*crn laid Iwf »Tr me 
t hi j»frju<hcr and tf lie ha* twm hr *uglii t ^ hamr he can tmly blame In 

t *n tmp*mlcnce 

f \ rrtr Hj«reiit n I wi «M l»r tndlo* were 1 u trarr hack the 

t t loft if rvrrv it jv<tr I ervant I am jm-t ttt 1 d vrrv few wt*dl r 
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vour severest censure, to such a height had corruption and licentiousness pre- 
vailed Oui late discoveries on enquiring into the state of the Midnapore and 
Jellasoic revenues, give me much real concern since m doing justice to the 
Company the characters of individuals became necessarily exposed As the 
conduct of many of }oui servants may appear to merit even the rigour of the 
law, let me entreat you not to carry vour resentment so far as a prosecution 
Many have been guilty from bad example, and to deprive them of then 
fortunes, would he to deprive them of life, since it is absolutely impossible for 
gentlemen brought uj) in die luxury and indolence of Bengal to gain a sub 
sistencc in England My endeavours (unless discoveries unsought for should 
fall in my wav) shall be confined to preventing the like practices in future 
As soon as the four gentlemen arrive from Madras, T propose that a committee 
shall he formed for examining into the state of every department, and for 
establishing what is much wanted, method as well as integrity, and economy in 
each The present state of voui public offices here, is so exceedingly confused 
eitlici by ignorance or design that it is with the utmost difficulty I can at anv 
tunc investigate the true balance of any of their accounts but T doubt not with 
the assistance of the Madras gentlemen, to be able in a short time to reduce the 
management of such affairs to a rcgulai form of business 

7 I have issued orders to the principals of every department, civil and 
military, to send in monthly an abstract of the expences incident to each 
These and the particulars if I judge necessary shall be entered every month 
upon our Consultations by winch means you will be able without much trouble 
to form a complete annual estimate and discover readily the articles upon 
which any cncrcasc should cvci arise. 

8 T have at last succeeded to youi wishes, in the reduction of the military 
expences The new legulation of bat la took place the 1st January and your 
army is now modelled upon the plan of the Coast frugality By the latter 
ship I shall send you a complete abstract of the military expences from January 
1765, by which you will sec how very considerably that heavy charge is reduced 
Great as the saving is to the Company upon this head, I consider that the 
most material advantage consists in preventing luxury and extiavagance or too 
sudden an independency which is the destruction of discipline My principal 
object is the field officers, on them will always be our greatest dependence, 
and therefore I proposed by so handsome an allotment to thci^of the salt 
profits, to inspire the subalterns with an emulation of attaining that rank , and 
I hope at the same time that we shall never see it filled but by men of real 
ment, for I lay it down as a fundamental axiom that as in the civil line, no 
man who is not fit to be a Governor should rise to the rank of Councillor, so m 
the military, no man who is not fit to be Commander m Chief should rise to 
the rank of field officer Widi respect to your military establishment, I must 
observe that it is absolutely necessary you should keep it complete sending 
us regular supplies of men We shall have occasion for frequent recruits, not 
only for completing the battalions, but for the security of the collection of 
the revenues 

9 The adjustment of the revenues and the re-establishing proper notions 
of the Company’s pow r er, moderation, honor and resolution amongst the natives 
are become objects of the greatest importance since the acquisition of the 
dewannee In order that these particulars may be expeditiously settled accord- 
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jng to mv own satisfaction that is according to my idea* of the Company * 
good f am determined a* soon as the ship* of this season arc dispatched to 
go up the countrv and supervise vour affair* mv*clf The arrival of 
Messrs Russel! Aldcrtcy kelrall and Floyer (which we now daily expect) will 
enable me to quit the Presidency with satisfaction since I shill then see men 
and t!img* in such a channel for promoting reformation a* I could wish. 

tf> If the Court of Directors will exert their au thorny m a vigorous anil 
resolute manner dm settlement corrupt at it u mav still be retrieved The 
possession* of the Company in Bengal are so immense and the manners of your 
servants so totally different from tho*e of former times, that the interest of 
individual* must give vvnv to integrity and ability iF not he assured that this 
oppuient government must either end in extirpation or fall into the hand* of 
higher powers. 

11 Allhough gratitude one might imagine would hind those who have 
acquired great fortune* in the service to exert thcmsche* In securing every 
advantage to the Company a conduct directly opposite seems to have prevailed 
md even the Cnmpanys property has l>ecn filched into the pocket* of 
individual* \our rights however are now so clearly ascertained and 
vi much ma\ lie expected from our new regulations, that abuses arc not 
likelv to happen in future unless you should unfortumuh rthx in vour 
own suthontv 

11 The advantage* of trade to a Governor mow lie \en great vet l 
tannut help thinking the Company would do well to allow him even a full 
equivalent and aWluuh forbid lus having any concern whatever in trade 
tin vmi mav rmumlwr wav one of mv principle*, and I am convinced by 
t ajKfiiTH c that yiHir affair in Bengal arc so extensive and important that a 
f*mcmor vannoi jxr» ihlr do hi* dm\ to the Company and at the same lime 
jinnd n mercantile concvmv of lit* own. "\o\tr extensive commercial affair*, 
tin tud\ >f % mr finanic* t!ic p« htu* of the countrv the epistolary coirr* 
j n liner ihc proceedings of Conned and Committer thc*c arc sufficient tn 
mpl v ivitv moment i f hiv time and l am confident vmir affair* cannot lie 
mini ud with die reqm nc attention to vour interest if the mmd of dir 
\rtn r 1 h domed hv vomplicaird accounts of his own eiihcr of shipping or 
inland iradr 11ns together with mv proposal hv the 1 dm trot Stmt* of an 
Mih and jK-tialiv Iwmd mmplctch convey* to vcm mv ulra of thr restrictions 
uj m jwtvatc mteTeM where it hv any mean* mav effect dir jnihhr go**l will 
Ik- dwifiitrlv nrtr sarv after mv departure 

13 I ha\e l»een inf wnird that there arc not wanting among vour sernm*. 
gendetmn wit » t rmplatn that tnv inca ttrr» are all planned for the ititerc t 
I die ( mqunv idv without rrgard ti the emolument of mdmdu d If mli 
ttUgtatiful nmnrmnng Ivould reach viwtr ear* jndgr hv tlu riulovd state 
f the !ntr t f advantage-* • f thr «alt allottnl to diem whether 1 liavc f uyotti n 
di ir itn<rr»t in tie itudv of v«mr< Tltc truth ! su pret is tin having nevrt 
tl fti'-ht pr n*cr t i a ivn u thr <-onipan\ anv part i f thr pn fit ttj n tint 
AftKlr th«-v think they are dirmvhrs i milled to the wlu Ip But a the jlm 
{ their tin hittirnn j« milrd v hi jpjm vr « f it a fisid 1 »bdl irriaiidv nm 
u- an\ atti tali »n m ilinr fav Hir » n thr r mirarv hj*m< nUn Inr « n 
it Icfatt rft the v«tv rxtm ivr capo l wlm.li i trqmrrd fur curving on the 
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trade of salr, betel and tobacco, and the \cry great profits winch will arise to 
individuals, grcatei perhaps than even the highest merit can entitle them to, 
and without doubt greater than is consistent with your interest, I shall soon 
propose in Council that if the net profits exceed 50 per cent, which I believe 
will lie the ease, the surplus shall be bi ought to the Company’s credit 
Pciquisites in what shape so cvci introduced, unless they be allowed of by your 
authority, I consider as a fraud upon the Company or distress upon individuals 
Those who arc not contented with such noble advantages, as the share in salt 
added to the pnvilcgcs of the shipping and inland trade, are too rapacious in 
their disposition to merit oi indeed to be entrusted with any rank m your 
SCI \ ice 

14 Permit me gentlemen to return von my most grateful acknowledge- 
ments, for the confidence you arc pleased to repose in me by the 40th paiagiaph 
of youi General Lcttci of the 15th Fcbiuaiy 1765, m relation to the important 
article of the salt trade and though I hope my conduct in your service will 
entitle me to your approbation in cvciy other instance, I cannot but congra- 
tulate myself on the success of that particular plan, since it was ongmally 
proposed by me during mv voyage to India The only doubt that arose with 
me was whethci the management of the trade of salt, betel, and tobacco, should 
be entrusted to Europeans oi to natives, and although I acquicscd with the lest 
of the members of the Select Committee m having it earned on by the ficc 
mci chants, gne me leave to assure you my acquiescence proceeded lather fiom 
a principle of humanity than a conviction that it was more foi the interest 
of the Company, oi for the interest of the Society But .is cvciy day’s expci i- 
cncc demonstrates the impropriety of the present mode, it becomes my duty 
to explain to you my sentiments on that subject 

15 The original capital for carrying on this trade being 24 laak which is 
speedily to be cnci eased to 32 and the salt being to be disposed of at so many 
different and distant parts of die countiy gives loom foi boundless expense 
An astonishing number of boats must be provided and kept in constant repair 
and aimics of sepoys must be maintained to piotect them as well as the agents 
at then several places of lcsidcncc These sepoys undei the sanction of their 
mastei’s name will lay the whole country undei conti lbution whcievci they go 
Remonstrances and complaints without numbci will be made by the country 
government and the revenues m which you aic more immediately affected will 
fall shoit These agents besides drawing 5 pel cent upon the net sales, will 
build elegant houses for then own convenience and I venly believe that an 
hundied and fifty thousand pounds, will scaicc defiay the extraordinary, and 
m my opinion useless expense By confining the sale of salt, to Calcutta, 
Dacca, and two or three other principal places where the salt is produced, all 
those inconveniences will be remedied, the Company will receive as much as 
they do upon the present plan, the immoderate charges of agents, boatmen, 
houses, boats, and sepoys, will be saved, the capital need be but half what it 
now is, and consequently the interest of a large sum of money will not be 
lavished , instead of confused and complicated accounts and returns not [sic] in 

> 2 years, the accounts will be simple and plain and the returns immediate , but 
what weighs more with me than all the arguments hitherto advanced is, that 
we shall avoid the odious imputation of monopoly Thousands of the natives 
will have profits out of this article by pui chasing it at two or three places only, 
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and disputing o{ it afterward* all over the country for 1 pmposc that no 
Furopcan whatever »hall have any further concern In it 

16. If \ou should think proper to adopt this net. mode of carrying on 
the *ah trade 1 and agree with me in the expediency of withdrawing all the 
free merchant* humanii) will call upon \ou to make wmc provision for those 
w!k> arc deserving of your favour I cannot m juiticc to the characters of the 
following gentlemen avoid recommending them to vour consideration Their 
age behaviour and experience entitle them to the rank of factor* and I doubt 
not they will liccome mentonous servants of the Company 


Mr Archdekin 
„ JJadhc 
M ]lcn*lc\ 

„ Blunter 
„ Cohham 
Craigtc 


Mr Ix-ihicailhcr 


Mr Dalrympfe 
„ Kcllican 
„ Knott 
„ lister 
„ Mudic 
.. ^ ate* 


Tlic vm sensible bcliaviour of Nfr Ducaril upon tire signing of die memo* 
rial of the servants to the Court of Directors obliges me to point out to \mi 
as parmubrK deserving of vour favour Although he was onfv appointed n 
writer b t vear vci his agt and understanding qualify him for a higher station 
Some cnumragemcni you will undoubtedly ivcsirm upon him for hi* conduct 
in die late affair 

17 In inv former Utters T have said and I now repeat that if some means 
Ik- n >t devised to prevent tlu sudden growth of fortunes among vour vouogir 
servant tin ( cnemmcnt mu i soon perish if I cannot obtain Ixrlicf Jet futurity 
l* ik f »r mr Our mflmme is so intensive and the wan of acquiring fortunes 
l>\ trad nlv an *n \nn< u that some Iwunds mmt l>c put to them The whole 
ir « l f Ik ngal has I find liccn monopolized by your servants their agents 
mil ^ rn i l j/ji limn sands of the natives arc starving for warn of those their 
i in i im-d pri fit wlmh arc now diverted and confined to one jiartictdar 
lunnrl anti the servants in far from making a moderate use of the power 
wlmh they rnji v through )our inffncnct make not only die interest of dir 
inhabitant ubwrvicnt to their own will hut the intcrcit of the Ornijianv also 
Hinr art even tif t pim in that the advantages of trade which l have always 
ton uU-ml as an mtlulgence of your* to them is as much their right as the 
tjunpauv l learn fnm very good aiidiornv that there arc not less tlian 

fan nes rstahli lud throughout the country hv your servants or b) their 
agents win cither carry i n the iratlc for their ma trrs or for tluinMtvrs untl r 
the uiKtvn f dtnr master name* jud e now whrthir tin govrrnmrm 
< mtminl up* n mb -i plan can b ng miIim t ami whrdur the time might n i 
c mir whin the wh I 1 mm|v if servants would threaten if resign vour smite 
ii[ n v mr aucnipttng to rxert am antlu nty «\cr them imntwnant with 
their own views and design* 

IS Iirtoetlr mum! of tan ming Oitnpjnv servant at the different 
ftumn t that branch <f trade wa earned M , |»y the rfutnry m nlunr \ 
g turd a «Kutt>m am n t them to macaw dir price i f j*»* ! anil thru 
jKfjKtn Hv Itavm,. rr ir r i » »}» *» umr v mnmnil f r f r m i wjf » 
tl v dwt tv t t mjlv with tlitir t m»a t and wire in v«Hif del r war dv* 
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principal 1 casons foi youi chopping that method of providing yom investments, 
those reasons, aie now entirely at an end , you are become sovereigns of the 
countiy yoniselves, you can oblige them to perform their contracts, and keep 
up to the musters , you can attach thur persons and effects wherever they be , 
the large and needless expense of sepoys, factories, and asswarries, mcuircd to 
set off the grandcui and authority of young wntcis (for such most of the 
Residents at present arc), will lie saved and if at any time the cloths should 
fall shoit in quantity 01 quality, yon can send to the different (tunings, an 
intelligent member of the Boatd as occasional supervisor to lcmcdy the evil 
This I am pcisuaded would be the means of a great saving to the Company 
and could be no impediment to the collections of the revenues, it would at the 
same time remove much of that odium and jealousy, which we now labour 
under, not only from die natives but from other Euiopcan nations What is 
the reason that none of diese inconveniences subsist on the coast of Choro- 
mandel where youi sovereignty is as fully established as at Bengal? The 
reason is because there you have no minings, the piece goods are provided by 
die black merchants, and the servants cannot interfere m the country govern- 
ment , the method here proposed will not however put an entire stop to the 
evils complained of, because die factories of Cossunbuzar, Dacca and Patna, 
must be maintained, and some servants must be employed diere but the great 
number stationed at die minings, being recalled to Calcutta will be in my 
opinion the completcst possible remedy and that sudden independency which 
is now the lot of all dien be confined to a few 

19 Permit me now to acquaint you at die same time that I dunk some 
apology for my own ignorance necessary, that neidier myself nor any one of 
the Council have known die true state of your bond debts at least Mr Sumner 
when he was asked the question by me declared he did not We always under- 
stood diat your bond debts were considerable but to my very great surprise upon 
balancing die treasury books I find them to be much greater than I could 
possibly have imagined Such a discovery may give occasion for evil minded 
people to accuse us of imprudence in not drawing upon you to the amount of 
at least the 24 lack sent to China I would not have made such public mention 
of this matter were I not certain that no inconvenience could arise to your 
affairs from it If diese provinces remain m peace as in all human probability 
they will, I stake my honor and reputation to you diat by this time twelve 
month, if necessary the whole of your bond debt shall be discharged, yom 
civil and military expences shall be defrayed, 50 lack shall be advanced for 
your investment, if goods to that amount can be provided, 24 laak shall again 
be sent to China , and every bill drawn upon us by the different presidencies 
in India shall be duly honored I do not assert this widiout considera- 
tion, I assert it from the knowledge I have of your revenues and if any 
man has contradicted me m lus pnvate letters, I desire only to be judged by 
the event 

20 Confident as I am of die deliberation and judgement, with which you 
will determine actions diat proceed from principle, I am little apprehensive that 
the regulations I am establishing for the welfare of the East India Company 
can be overset by the combination of mterested and disgusted individuals 
To lay every circumstance candidly before you, is a duty I owe not only to 
you, but to myself, that I may be acquitted m the eyes of the world, if your 
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affairs in llcnga! lion Id nLc to unfortunate turn after 1 *halt In't toigncd 
the charge of them. 

21 A change in tin. mural* mil principles of thi* settlement t> i!i<otutcly 
mtc**an The onh zed for \our service u centered in the fen I have men 
tionetl — General Camac. Mr VcrcUt and Mr Syke*. The i*«»ci3tion hlcly 
entered into again i the jrocccding of the Committee in desiring the a<st<tnncc 
of the gentlemen of Madras was promoted by gentlemen whose rank as Coun 
cdlor* in the nmcc could not l>e affected by the measure and )*ou may cud) 
imagine that die inferior sonant* writer* of yesterday very rtndiK cnlutcd 
under ilicir banner* That a remonstrance would l>c made by those who stood 
next to Council ua* what I always expected 15ut fiction alone cuukl prompt 
other* on or below tint rank to join in it. The agreement not to visit or 
accept of imitation* from me the Governor however puerile i> fact and I 
cannot help dmrvtng to you that the *amc spirit prevail* against o'er) 
manlier of the Select Committee Mr Sumner excepted How far tint gentle 
man mav have Imsied himvrtf »n hope* of acquiring populant) hv his dissent 
to a plan against which he could not propose an alternative, I wdl not suggest 
hut l will olxcu c that a man in hi* nation appointed to succeed to the govern 
ment of so corrupt so headstrong and so licentious a settlement as tins is ought 
to have exerted himself in supprcising rather than m countenancing sudi an 
opposition As mv Iclttcn to you mu*t become public records I am nviunuv of 
iffctiing the character* of individuals hut my pnvaic letter* to catain gentle 
men wlm wdl read the contents of tin*, will if the) judge proper to commit 
incite (and 1 herein give them liberty as a private correspondent to do so) 
convey to vou my opinion of that gentleman even before the dispatch of die 
Afinnral Slams In *!tort Mr Sumner and I differ nidclv m Otir Ideas of 
government. 

The 07 tuple wt l»>r lltought prtrp*.? Ut male by the m pctMMtfl of 
Mr Mnjendic hr having interested himself so wirmlv in hi* public capacity 
a Sxrctarv to the Conned in the Lite association lias awalcncvl the rot of live 
v ung gendetnen from dietr dream of independency and in a few week* I 
d mhi inn we ihall *ec greater activity in office and more decorum out of It 
than has Iktu usual for some veir* As Messrs Senior Iarvcc-ster and ( ra\ 
w|» » tcj neing in an opportunity to promote faction have linn the dmf tmin 
all rs »n t njunuion nidi Mr Marriott in the nffitr of the innuornl take 
dteir jm ogc i > I urope in these ►hip* I dunk we ltavc some eliancc of teeing 
hariuonr rest rred to C-akuua 
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thcicfore my conduct which I have had the satisfaction to sec approved and 
warmly supported by a disinterested majority m Committee, should m any 
instance meet with yout disappiobation, you will not deny me the justice to 
acknowledge that I have been entnely actuated by a zeal for your mteicst and 
not foi my own You will consider likewise that I was not appointed to this 
station, in a common way, nor to answci the common purposes of a Govcinoi, 
that I w'as not only expected to restore peace to a distiactcd countiy, but to 
leform the manners of a coirupt licentious settlement , and that my measures 
to attain that impoitant end, arc formed from a suivey taken upon the spot 
You will consider that without assistance, I cannot hope to see regularity and 
economy take jrlacc of confusion, and extravagance, in the various depart- 
ments , that many, both in, and immediately next to Council, would not with 
zeal and integrity, co-operate in a reform of abuses, wherein themselves had 
been principal actors , that the class of junior scivants could not furnish us 
with men of knowledge, or experience even m the transaction of common 
business , and that if it could, their principles must be too much tainted with 
the general coiruption, to turn immediately to the side of moderation, and 
prevention of frauds that if we had not requested the assistance of the Madras 
gentlemen, business and reformation must have absolutely stood still, till the 
return of the Admiral Stevens , and coirujition, by remaining so much the 
longer unchecked in so many departments, would have rendered our' under- 
taking still more precarious and difficult Add to this that I must have been 
detained yet another year in the country, which neither my constitution, noi 
die situation of my affairs, will admit of The mam argument, however, is this, 
that Messrs Aldcrscy, Russell, Kclsull, and Floyer, arc men of such unquestion- 
able abilities, have been so much employed in public offices, are so little 
acquainted with Bengal luxuiy, and aic known to be so moderate in their expec- 
tations, diat no doubt call be entertained of the success of their assistance 

I have the honor to be 
with the greatest respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Youi most obedient and most 

Calcutta, humble servant, 

1 February 1766 (signed) Clive 

24 Notwithstanding the jiait I took, for die sake of example, and good 
older in Go\ eminent, in the suspension of Mi Majendie, I must beg leave to 
inform you that my wishes wcic to have seen him restored m a slioit time 
to the seivice , for his abilities when strengthened by a few years of age may 
render him a very useful servant, though he certainly is unfit at die age of 
twenty one to fill die station of Secretary winch requires method and judgement 
A vain-glorious opinion of Ins own importance togethei with emoluments 
exceeding £4,000 per annum, have m the common phiase turned his head, 
but he is not deficient m parts, nor, as far as I know m pi maple If therefore 
on lus arrival in England, you should find Ins application to you, for restoia- 
tion, to be such as will enable you to grant Ins request, widiout seeming to 
approve of his conduct, and widiout directly or mdirecdy lowering the autho- 
uty of that power by which he was suspended, I shall not consider your 
restoring him to Ins rank m the service, as any indignity offered to myself 
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few whose ideas of ihe public good correspond with mine Perquisites and 
privileges to the utmost extent and manifestly to the gTent detriment of 
vour scmcc have been so long toknted that every attempt towards reducing 
wmr imnicn«c expellees, where pm ate interest is concerned is considered a* 
the greatest hard hip and prescription is everywhere a plea against reason 
and pi net In shon supported though I am vrnh n Council and a Committee 
strenuous in the resolution to reform abuses, I sliall onl) be able to lease 
things upon a plan of amendment and it must finally rest with yourselves to 
gist pennant nt\ and stability 10 Bengal b) the most rigorous efforts of )our 
[HiHtr The insight and knowledge I am endeavouring to acquire in every 
department will 1 hope enable me to lav, liefort you materials sufficient to 
work upon and complctcl) to effect ihe great purposes of our wish 

0 A ilm may proliabl) be the last time of my troubling you bv letter 
with m\ ideas of vour affairs not onl) the Conqratiys interest hut mv own 
hm r tali' upon me to represent to vou tint if )ott do not unite to a nnn 
in iht iMTlinn of vour utmost abilities and in the pursuit of the most resolute 
and dt untuned measures you will no longer be masters, or hnvc the least 
utihorm mer vour servants, Bengal mu*t inevitably in the space of two or 
vluec \car sink under itv own weight of corruption and extravagance 

1 have the honor to be with die greatest respect 


Ccniltmcn 
\ mir most olicdicm 

( ahum and most humble servant 

’mh March \t(ft (Signed) Chvt 


28 

11 Til K DAI 1 D 24 MARCH 1766 

/•»vil i n <( (me if mif* rlrd articles — ruiirfnidiii drmamls made fry 
plain } iln[>\ fr »i passengers sailing to England — liners for large mini 
tent in the en mng jrai m Hutch ofuiirii trade — goods freighted on Fng/is/i 
hips and imf rlrd fir talc m ( a/mlla from duties — measures to 

lini rn tinjihineni if the ffnoghly mer on the Arte Fori in Cn/niiia~ 
U It and Mam It censured far mm induct— refractory spin! amongst 
llrngd i ltd irrt mtv -osuifirmr •/ irw/nius from Madras— Oucarcrs /nytdfy 
» tiiirnfrf urntirrvl far' rnf nf inr of ik»>nk' / \ the ( mpany s irrvun/i 
f n uni* / ih tndtlar\ mi I ngadrs mutiny m i/ir urini in 1704— ( oiu 
fst i\ i pr tedt n Liihdrtrxn fr nn Khrcaia M kLiI and Johanna Manat 

| 1) il» JIrtilk dir t miii if Direttor f f affairv of dtt Ihm'hlc United 
t mq ativ f Mrithvtii i f J jvgUixl trailing to the ! j I Indie* 

It u dalle S.r 

l O »f U i ad'iit und r slate thr 2*hh «f Januarv wrni l\ die ship 
ft rde and Kmi **huh inmnl divir di jviulir* from our Maitrr Attendant 



24 march 1766 


403 


at Ingcllcc the 1 5th of Fcbmaiv They contained a Minimal y only of youi 
aflans fiom the. departure of the Admiral Stecvtns foi l casons which will appeal 
in .t Mibsequent p.irt of this lettei We shall therefore now by the Ponshornc 
entci into a moic paiticulai detail undei the established heads upon such sub- 
jects .is ha\e not been noticed in om occasional lettei by the Admiral Stecvens 
or in oui last by the Grcnvdlc 


First of shipping 

2 The ships of last season destined foi Coast and Bay all safely aimed 
with us. vizt , the Grenville the 15th October, Speke and Pacifick the 6th and 
20th November, and Ponshornc the 20th December The three first mentioned 
delivered at Fort St Gcoigc then several consignments foi that Presidency, but 
the Pondwrnc not having reached the Coast till late m October, and falling 
in with the land off Pondicherry, Captain Payne found it impracticable to beat 
up to Madrass against the monsoon and thcrcfoie thought it advisable to make 
the best of Ins way to this port, the packet and consignments of this ship for 
Madrass have been forwarded thither 

3 We informed you in our hist of the destination of the Paapck foi 
Fort St George to fill up theic foi Em ope and of the Speke foi Madrass, 
Bcncoolcn and China They vvcic accoidingly dispatched from Ingellec the 
15th of February 

4 Your ship, the Admiral Watson from Bcncoolcn, arrived on the Coast 
the 2nd October where after landing a detachment of *cpoys she was dispatched 
for this place, and imported the 26th Novcmbei We have appointed her for 
carrying home our last dispatches this year and the remainder of our invest- 
ment, and she will accordingly proceed very soon after the Ponshornc 

5 Captain Blcwitt, the late commander of the Admiral Watson, was 
unfortunately drowned in attempting to go ashoic at Moco Moco Mr Money, 
the chief ofiicer, has succeeded to the command 

6 We were under great apprehension for the safety of the Hector and 
Falmouth, not having received any accounts of them fiom the time of their 
leaving England till lately by a letter from die gentlemen at Madiass We are 
advised of the Hector's arriving at Rio Janeiro the 24th of August and of bei 
having left the Falmouth at St Iago in the month of May , the Hector is report- 
ed to have been in a leaky condition and very sickly, having lost above a 
hundred of her men 

7 These advices came by the Harcouri winch arrived at Anjango the 
9th of January, having left the Royal Charlotte at Rio Janeiro the 24th of 
August 

8 The arrival of the Grenville so late m the season and the uncertainty 
when we should see your other Coast and Bay ships determined us to alter the 
destination of the Kent originally intended for Bombay and to give her a 
loadmg for Euiope, her departure accoidingly m company with the Grenville 
we have already mentioned m die first paragraph 

9 The Earl of Middlesex arrived at Madras from Batavia the 31st May 
last, and was dispatched for Europe with a full loading the 20th October. 
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19 The Mastci Attendant has since lepicscntcd to us the difficulties and 
impediments he meets with in cai lying on the business of the manne from 
the small wages the aitificcis employed theicin icceive com- 
*■'' ° ur pared with what is paid at the New Fort and othei offices 

This matter lays with us foi consideiation and wc shall be caicfull to settle 
it on the most reasonable footing and take tvciy othei measure that may 
appear nccessaiv for establishing this m.itenal bianth of business undei a 
proper regulation 


20 The 17th paragraph of vour commands dated the 15th February 
were immediately communicated to the Mastei Attendant with the strictest 
injunctions to pay the most paiticulai leg.nd to the taking ficquent and 
accmate surveys of the River which wc shall take care is punctually 
attended to 


21 The commanders of youi ships from Em ope lcpicsented to us the 
frequent desertion of their men and as the same desucd our authonty for their 

searching country vessells whcie it was imagined they had 
9 ^ ccr sometimes taken refuge with the connivance of their 

masters, wc could not object to a compliance with tbcir icquest and hope it 
will piovc effectual in putting a stop to this evil in future 

22 A complaint was made to us by Mr Hammond, chief officer of the 
Asia, of his having been discharged from his station by Captain Inglis without 

any warning oi reason assigned Wc called ujion Cajitain 

24 Octr Inglis in consequence, who represented to us that both the 

If^Novr othei officers and the whole ship’s crew had complained to 

25 Do him of his arrogant behaviour and general ill treatment 

2d Dccr 0 f t ] lc mcn Captain Inglis further exhibited a charge 

1 against Mr Hammond for encouraging a mutiny on board 

the ship at the time she was ordered upon service at Bombay The matter was 
immediately enquired into and upon the whole w r c judged that although 
Mr Hammond’s conduct with respect to his treatment of the ships company 
was highly culpable yet theie was not sufficient foundation for his dismission , 
but the charge of his encouraging the seamen in their objections to go upon 
service against the Malwans 1 appeared to us a crime of so high a nature that 
we immediately discharged him from your service For a particular account 
of our proceedings on this occasion we beg leave to icfer you to the minutes 
of Consultation noted in the margin 


Secondly of goods from Europe or from one pari of Jndia to another 

23 We have not yet made tryal of the woolens received by the ships of 
last season Sensible of the importance of tins branch of your tiade, we shall 
ever be attentive to the means of extending it , with this view we determined 
to postpone your sales from the usual time to that of the 
30th Deer 1765 pooneah which on the grant of the dewannee to the 
Company was intended to have been held at Calcutta, 
having reason to imagine that the vast concourse of zemindars and other 
people of substance and credit resorting hither on that occasion would have 
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taken ofT a large quantity Although circumstance* have intervened to pre 
vent u* taking place thi* season we have not on that 
3d March 1 66. account altered the time fixed for the tale* which will 
accordingly be made the 1st of May 

?4 Tlic Ponsborne brought 100 Kale* of the last years consignments for 
Bnmbav which m conformity to your direction* ha\c been forwarded thitheT 
on two countrv ship* hating as much of our own ns we shall probabU he able 
to di«pov of 

25 In the indents now forwarded in triplicate for the Import Warehouse 
the goods for sale and those for the consumption of ihc place arc distinguished 
in *cparatc column* and to pretent mistake* m future samples arc now sent 
of the particular sorts of copper most in demand here an account whereof 
mikes a numlvcr in the packet 

26 The Import \\ a rehouse account remaining] now forwarded in rrlpli 
cite is made ten explicit a* you hate been pleased to direct and the ballance of 
each snrttmnt of copper remaining jiarticularlv specified 

27 Upon altering the destination of the Kent t* mentioned In the Rth 
paragraph tve took the first opportunitt of forwarding to TVimlm the eon 
Mgntnents sin had on lioard for that Presidency 

2ft. The considerable supply of 24 laak of rupees provided this season for 
the China investment of which we adti«cd ton parttcularlt m our address 
hv the Kent and C ramlle will we fiattcT ourselves sufficiently evince to you 
that wr have paid the strictest attention to vonr injunction* for assisting tin* 
important branch of your tmdi 

29 We still ahulc hv our former resolution of not granting lull* of 
exchange upon vow to any considerable amount licvond what has l>ecn already 
granted hv the Crchvtllt md Knit our msons arc as follow had we drawn 
upon vmi so far as twentv or even thirty laak* of rupees, that amount would 
h lie hem so inadequate to the demand* of individuals tliat ihc French Dutch 
and Danes would have l>cen supplied with what money tlicv had occasion 
for and a much as individuals would duise to risk by foreign remittances, 
ami also the certainty of our Ining able within the space of a twelve month 
ti discharge the whole of your lmnd debt* If necessary which arc now reduced 
to md wc shall shortlv forlml anv further sum* liclng received 

into v uir treasury at intcrot 

V) Tlic Madeira wine we have l>ccn supplied with thi* season lia* turned 
nit very well except nine pipe* which were ratlier inferior to the rot nnd all 
dir ca k» were in g md condition a* appear* hv the Import Ware Ilmi«e 
hctjwr « rq*ut which unties a nuudier m the packet We must here lake 
dir IHttiv if rrtiuonng voti will cncTcasc the supply of this article a thr 
l“*n pijirs rrcetvctl this «-a« n i» far Insufficient to Ik- hared amongst the grrai 
numlicr of civil and imhtarv servant* of tin estahh hment and we flatter 
i ut rbr» vmi will not deny m this rravnablr indulgence u> far a the rirstim 
stamTA t f \ ur i nnagr mil admit < f it 

41 The for |nj»o of cur consignment vmi wrte pleased to nrdrf might 
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be set apart for Fort Marlbro’ were taken out at Madras and foi warded from 
thence 

32 In consequence of the 53rd paragraph of your letter dated the 21st 
November 1764, we shall take every precaution for the detection of illicit 
trade particularly on the ships from Madena and have issued the necessaiv 
orders for that purpose to the Custom Mastei and Import Warehousekeeper 

33 Pursuant to the orders contained in the 27th paragraph of youi 
commands dated the 15th February, Mi Walton has been appointed to the 
charge of the gun powder works and a committee nominated to mspect the 
same consisting of the Military Storekeeper, Chief Engmeei and Command- 
ing Officer of the Artillery who have been furnished with the necessary ins- 
tructions and we hope their attention heiein will contribute to the improve- 
ment of this manufacture as we aie truely sensible of its impoitance 
Mr Walton has been much indisposed cvci since his arrival here, and so short 
a time m charge of this blanch that we think it to no purpose to send you 
samples of powder until we have some of his manufacturing 

34 The exorbitant prices demanded of late by most of the commanders 
and officeis of the Europe ships foi the necessanes impoited by them, induced 
us (particularly a <5 they fall heavy on the military whose allowances have been 

lately so much reduced) to think of some means to pi event 
this growing evil To this end we fixed a certain price 
to each article affording a very handsome profit to the importers, the parti- 
culars whereof appear on the minutes of Consultation the 24th October and 
as we could not doubt that the inhabitants would readily acquiesce in a 
measure taken for the general good we determined at the same time that 
all persons who might be detected in purchasing a larger piopoition of those 
necessaries than might be wanted for then own consumption or the supply of 
their constituents in order to dispose of the same, should immediately on such 
detection forfeit the Company’s protection, and further that we should piose- 
cute according to law all persons who might forestall the market by making 
purchases down the River or at any other places so as to prevent the articles 
being duely exposed to sale in Calcutta Advertisements were accordingly 
published to this effect and notification hereof given to the commandei s of 
your ships as they arrived 

35 It is with concern we observe that little or no regard has been paid 
to this restriction and that the captains finding sufficient purchasers upon 
their own terms continued to sell their commodities at the usual extiavagant 
rate As this restriction has been attempted purely for the benefit of the 
settlement, we must request you will interpose with your authority to lendei 
it effectual by threatening with your displeasure such commanders as do not 
strictly comply theiewith 

36 We have at the same time to take notice to you of the exorbitant 
demands made by the captains from passengers to England you will be 
surprized to learn that not less than five thousand rupees hate been 
demanded from and given by more than one individual Tins is so gross an 
imposition, and as it is rather likely to increase than diminish unless you 
interpose and prevent it, to the great inconvenience of people of moderate 
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fortune* who mil be m a manner duablcd from revolting their native country 
we hope )ou will gtvc *uch orders a* mav in future limit your commander* 
to reasonable price*. 

37 We shall take care in future to transmit regular abstract* of the 
invoices and specif\ m our ad wee* the consignment* that may occasionally he 
made on )Our ships to the different presidencies a* directed in the 31st para 
gTaph of vour commands of the 15th February 

33 We could wish vou had full) complied with our indent for tent 
cloth as h\ long experience we find it answer the purposes of the field much 
better than country cloth We therefore request that in future the whole 
quantity of this article indented for maj lie sent oul 

Thirdly of tmesltnmtx 

39 No more or the Barnagorc cloths, of which muster* were sent )ou 
by the Bnsccrrrn base been since manufactured we have directed one hundred 
piece* of each sort winch arc now on the loom* hut we arc afraid the) will 
not lie finished in time to go b) these ships. 

4fl The gentlemen at Cowimbuznr have the strictest order* to cn creme 
the prousion of raw silk which has hitherto lieen greatly prevented by the 
want of winders. The early advance* that ha\c been made the influence 
we now hate in the countr) the preference that will in future lie given to 
vour business to that of other merchants with the a*»tstancc of Radnagorc 
silk which Mr Vcrtlst is endeavouring to bnng to the quality and price of 
that of Cmsimhti7ar we hope will considerably cncrcasc this pan of the inicst 
mrni for the ensuing season 

41 ^ou^ order* r eta me to the goods proper for the African trade we 
(mil Ijt is ha\c directed to be earned inio execution and the greatest 
* 65 attention shall l>c paid thereto 

41 Our reasons for the increase and decrease of the several arnclc* In 
sour list of investments vou will receive in this packet to which we l>cg leave 
to refer vou and we here summanly observe tliat you will find an cncrcasc on 
the investment of dm season if compared with the medium of those for 
right vears past of near ten laaks of rupee* liesidcs which we sliall have a 
jwrtiv con idnalde lialLmcc remaining In our warehouse 

43 Tlie large and earlv advances already made to the sultfirdinatrs am! 
diiruugf give u« the greatest reason io hope for a very large ami well pro- 
vided investment fiw the next season It sliall lie our endeavour to adhrrr 
♦truth to ihr li t rrccivctl per Ttlhir\ ami to confine wliatcver Increase we 
mav make t » ucli articles a* we have unavoulablv fell short of in the provl 

nm of tins season a particular account whereof i' Mated in our reasons for 
the increase anil decrease now f wwardrd 

44 \ demand was made upon it hv Meet A hrofl* of Cll« 6JM4 S-/» for 

cl the delivered into the coitdh at Patna for the Gwnpanv* 
Investment l*of re the troubles In I f3 and die tame 1»einf 
tupjw ttrsl with j*ti jwr toucher* nr ordered tt t * l>e pall 
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45 The Export Warehouse Keeper lately represented to us an encrease 
in the price of one dispatch of silk fiom Cossimbuzar although it was inferior 
to the former despatch received, the reasons whereof aie assigned m a letter 
from the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar dated the 1st November and to prevent 
the prices of this commodity fluctuating in youi invoices on the different 
dispatches of our ships, we have ordered the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar m 
future to specify the cost of what the whole will turn out on an average for 
the season 

46 Mr Delaporte represented to us that his residence would be most 
uscfull at Calcutta to examine the bales as they are received from the different 
factories and aurungs and applied at the same time for an addition to the 
salary you were pleased to appoint for him, assuring us it was insufficient for 
Ins support We have thereupon fixed him at die Presidency and granted him 
a further allowance of 100 rupees per month which we hope you will approve 
as we are persuaded that his knowledge and assiduity m the branch he is 
employed in will be of great service to your investment and in which his 
conduct has already given us the greatest satisfaction 

47 We have been disappointed by die late arrival of the latter part of 
the saltpetre investment which left Patna in the month of November and has 
been delayed ofi the way ever since owing as we are informed to the bad con- 
dition of the boats and the negligence of the people who have it in charge 
We have ordered 5200 maunds to be laden on the Ponsborne but have given 
directions to the commander, as the season is so far advanced, not to wait a 
moment for it, or delay in the receipt of the bale goods, should he not receive 
to tins amount, the Master Attendant wdl endorse what may be deficient off 
the bill of ladmg and noace die same in his advice of her dispatch The 
several dispatches of petre tins season have been as follow 


On board the Admiral Steevens 3000 Mds 

Grenville 9000 

Kent 7500 

Via Bombay Lord Anson 8000 

Prince of Wales 1500 

Diana 8000 

Via Madras Pacifick 7660 

Ponsborne 5200 


49860 Mds 

48 We cannot close this head without remarking that the Maulda provi- 
sion of goods under the direction of Mr Barwell has turned out extremely good 
and diat gentleman’s conduct in the management of this branch of your busi- 
ness is much to our satisfaction 

Fourthly of the trade of India, transactions relative to the European 
powers, country government &ca 

49 With respect to the inland trade of salt, beetle and tobacco, the Select 
Committee inform us they bate been so full and explicit m their adwees diat 
nothing lemains for us to say on that subject 
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50 In the 19th paragraph of our letter pet Royal George dated the 29th 
September 1763 you were adnsed that in consequence of the slow march of 
our troops, an address was made to the Dutch desiring them to collect in the 
saltpetre belonging to both our factories during the war with Cosdrn Aly Cawn 
ami that when it would be dispatched down they would order our proportion 
to he delivered us. Their answer intimating that they were little disposed to 
assist our affairs determined us to use every means for securing as large a share 
of that vear s penre as possible and for that purpose Major Adams was wrote 
to m take pm^cssvon of the tmrungs and all the petre that could be collected 
without Ion of time The Dutch reply stands minuted m Consultation the 
Pth September 63 

31 In our letter per Osltrfv of the 19th December 1763 you were further 
advised that the Dutch had taken advantage of the troubles to avail them 
selves of the ophtum trade m so much that we were hkclv 
Parah to meet with difficult) in procuring even the small quan 

Uly wanted for Fort Marlborough Their original letters relit he to that affair 
were forwarded In the same opportunity 

KL We wrote also vert full) by the Osier/) in answer to the complaints 
of thi Dutch concerning the article of ophtum referring at the same time 
Pamti 81 fw a morc Particular explanation to our minutes of Con 

* ‘ sultation the 3rd Ociolwr of the same year as well as to 

Mr M Poire him*clf who vra* then on lm departure for Furopc These being 
the onh lights we have or could obtain on that subject we enn onh again 
refer to them 

Tlie Chief and Council at Chlnsurah tuning made complaint to u< 
or an imult offered to their chief Mr Vernct h) Captain Waplc we called 
Mr Waplc before tn who not excusing himself to our snmfnetmn we obliged 
him to make an acknowledgement suitable to the insult he had Ixxn guilt v 
« f and satisfactory to the Dutch 

54 Upon a remonstrance from the Dutch at Houghlv concerning the 
proportion of saltpetre intended for them this season we have agreed to supple 
tt> ‘Vpir them with the proportion of one third pan of all the cnlcha 

petre wherci cr produced other at Patna or anv of the 
minings leaving them at hlwnv to refine h m the same manner as we do that 
f >r our own Investment 


53 In consequence of Mr I.aw the French Governors application for a 
ujjdv of saltpetre to halb t two fmmcw'ard lioond hrettch wlupw we agreed 
ti up| h him with nine thousand maund* which rould lx* spares! from our 
own occa ion We have nl»o at the earnest request of dir Dutch spared tlirm 
V<t» jnj. „{ jltpfttr t« Ik deducted from their proportion on in wav 
from I*atna 


v The tomrm«anr app» lined on the part of Mr t js m receive charge 
if dir I re mb fact* rv at UalbMWr ihjntrd to the receiving It in li prr*cni 
r< mlithm a nil made a demand of three dH*o*and five hundred roper* for 
damage *»*ramed mrr dw <« ndu ton < f the peace to put an end to the 
di pute we a^red i , pay three tli wivand rupee \ ut Mr las wring the 
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matter in the light we did as bemg of a trifling nature, very genteely declined 
receiving any consideration whatever 


57 Some time ago aruved m this River a -ship belongmg to the King of 
Pegue which had been shamefully deserted by her commander, Captain 

Gibson The noqueda either to take advantage of the 
y Captain’s absence, or through necessity as he pleaded made 

her over to Mr Dolben, the chief at Ingeram, for six thousand pagodas, condi- 
tionally that the said ship should belong to him if not ledeemed m six months, 
which time bemg expired, Mr Dolben sent her here on his own account loaded 
2'id T nrv with nce taking into consideration the many dangerous 

J consequences which might ensue not only to the Company 

but likewise to individuals by stopping all their trade and shipping in the 
ports of Pegue, we came to a resolution to secure die ship on the King’s 
account We ordered the Master Attendant to give her a slight repair and 
send hands on board sufficient to navigate hei to Pegue , this step we hope will 
induce die King not only to release the ships if he has detained any and live 
m harmony with us in future but likewise to defray all the expences which 
we have ordered to be laid before His Majesty for that purpose 

58 As we had reason to apprehend many inconveniences would arise 
from continuing the practice of levying duties on all goods freighted on 
English ships whether first landed m Calcutta or not, we came to a resolution 

Dccr that m future no duties shall be collected on such goods 

as may be impoited for sale m the settlement Oui rea- 
sons for this measure appear fully on the minutes of Consultation the 9th 
December last to which we beg leave to refer 


Fifthly of fortifications, buildings and revenues 


59 We shall pay particular regard to your orders m confining our atten- 
tion to the compleating the body of the New Fort and that it be conducted 
with the utmost economy , the state of these fortifications are particularly 
described m the Engineers last address to your honors which went a number 
m the packet per Kent and Grenville, accompanied with the several plans 
required in the 50th paragraph of your letter dated the 15th February 1765 

60 It is with much concern we have for some time past observed very 
dangerous encroachments of the River upon our New Fort, and m order that 

16 Septr the most effectual measures might be concerted to prevent 

9 Decr their furdier progress, we desired Mr Call might be per- 

mitted to come up from Madrass to assist with his advice on so important 
an occasion His presence could not be immediately dispensed with from 
the Coast, we therefore appointed a committee consisting of the Chief Engi- 
neer, the Master Attendant and Civil Architect to consider of means for 
applying a remedy , m consequence whereof riiey proposed a scheme to effect 
it by means of placing a front of substantial piles against the banks of the 
Rivei strengthened with thick plank behind the piling secured with brick work 
and a second row of piles to be dro\e between the bank and low water mark 
of the same extent in order to break the force of the water and to secure the 



412 


utter to cotmr 


gttwnd between them The estimate of the ex pence tf done with teak and 
taul timber* amounted to six laak* six thousand rupee* 
and con’idenng that the importance of the object would 
neither admit of neglect or delay we ordered it to be earned 
into execution wuh all possible dispatch For further particulars we refer you 
to the minute* of Consultation noted in the margin 

61 A place of retirement from busmens being thought absolutely ncccs- 
sar) for the President we liavc purchased the Ikhisc at 
2 Dum Dum for CRs 23,000 

62. The Select Committee proceedings will inform you of the measure* 
they hare taken for regulating jour retenues and m future jou will lie advised 
on this subject through the usual channel of your President and Counal 


Sixthly and seventhly of covenant and military servants and accounts 

63 The writers of last season appointed to this establishment arc amred 
and base Ixrcn stationed to different offices except Mr Tmigoin who died in 
the passage and Mr George bright supposed to be on the fleeter or Falmouth 
(A Conformably to tour repeated order* we called the writers licforc 
u* on their arrival and questioned them concerning the treatment the) had 
met wuh on their passage wlio declared thcmschcs sn tidied with the liehavjour 
of lire different commanders m justice however to Captain Harclat we cannot 
omit mentioning that the gentlemen who cami passengers on lioarcl the Pact 
fich expressed in ten particular terms their satisfaction at the attention and 
at limes which he shewed them 

65 Messrs Martin Johnstone Ixrwts and Picarcc hate in consequence of 
vmir orders licen enteriainetl a* wntrn upon )our list of cm enanted servants 
'heir covenants properly executed were transmuted m the packet b\ the 
( renvtllr 

(ft The debt in requiring Mr Randall to execute lus cotenants as a 
free merchant escaped our attention as he neter made application to us Tot that 
purpose they arc non eluclv executed and come a numlicr m the packet 
(u lit the Crertixllr ami Kent we transmitted in duplicate such of the 
rmrnanis concerning presents as lull l>ecn cxcaitcd by the cull ami militan 
sertants of thu cstahli hment Those which hate slnrc l>ern executed wall 
on vou hv thi ship anil we hope to hate the whole eomplcaicd the next 
di paub The blank one* sent out were b\ no means sufficient for the great 
numlter of military officers at tills Presidency and we hate not only liecn 
obliged to lute tliem prepared in manuscript but drorn! some printed copies 
H» !*c smirk off at Madra to supply the deficiency 

f 3 Mr \\ in lev the unit *cti ant remaining here of die IVimluy establish 
tnmi who tame round wuh Mr Spencer will hortW return to his station 
agreeably to \i nr nrilrTs 

ifl Mr* r» Roffe and Mitiam whom yen hate Isccn pleased to apfimnt 
factor* on the Wot lute tabh limcnt bate hail notice gitcn tliem to repair 
to thrir stations tlw htttr is unu dead and the foriniT has accordingly pro* 
cretin! Mr 1 lowman rrprrsenis that 1m jav It err <mik- time longer will lx- 
rrtpn Ur t ► enable him to adjn t Mr \ an ittart a rttern 
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70 In consequence of youi oidcrs concerning Mr Bagnol from the West 
Coast, he has been admitted as a supeinumeiary suigeon on this estabhshment 

7 1 In the Grenville’s packet we transmitted a hst of die surgeons employed 
on this estabhshment and shall do so annually as you have been pleased to 
direct as well as be attentive diat you are put to no more charge on dns account 
than is absolutely necessaiy 

72 We hope your expectations of Mi Walton whom you have sent out 
m die capacity of overseer of die powder woiks will be fully answered He 
shall not want encouragement or assistance from us, and in case Ins abilities 
m the business he has charge of shew him deserving of it, shall be promoted 
as you have been pleased to direct 

73 In August last we received a letter from Mr Marriott, chief of the 
factory at Benaris, containing a representation and complaint against Mr Bolts 

the second, m consequence of his having of his own autho- 
rity confined a merchant of die city in his house for two 
days Mr Bolts immediately gave m his answer and at the same time set 
fordi many cncumstances in complaint against Mr Marriott and Ins banian, 
particularly for renting the mint and exercising the offices of aumeeny, phous- 
darry and cutwall conti ary to the orders of the Board 

74 In order that these reciprocal complaints between Mr Marriott and 
Mr Bolts might be thoroughly investigated, we diought it necessary to order 
those gentlemen to die Presidency with such evidences as they might have 
on either part to produce m support of dieir accusations leaving Mr Sage in 
charge of the factory 

75 Messrs Marriott and Bolts having accordingly repaired to Calcutta, 
were summoned before the Board and interrogated particularly on die subject 

of die charges exhibited against each odier , die Board diere- 
upon reconsidering the whole proceedings unanimously 
agreed that Mr Marriott was blameable m renting the mint knowing not only 
that it was agamst the orders of the Board for a servant of the Company to 
hold any post or employment under the country government but diat it was 
included in the Kmg’s grant of the Benaris country and dierefore that he 
should bimg to the Company’s credit the money he paid for it to die King 
together with the advantages ansing on restamping dieir specie At the same 
time we hope m consideration of Mr Marriott’s general good character diat 
you will be satisfied with dns sentence on which occasion he delivered m a 
mmute as appears m Consultation 

76 In regard to Mr Bolts, we could not but deem linn highly deserving 
of censure for the disrespect he was guilty of towards Mi Marriott, Ins chief, 
in taking upon himself to confine the merchant, Sadalloo, nor could he be 
allowed any merit m the discovery of the mint being farmed by Mr Marriott, 
as there is reason to believe he was too much influenced thereto from his 
being lefused a share with him m the advantages 

77 Mr Claude Delaporte as administrator to the estate of Lieut William 
Ellerson deceased, addressed a letter to us m September last accompanying a 
demand of money said to be due from die Company to die deceased amounting 
to ARs 20,498 which he had been refused payment of by the Commissary 


17 Febry 
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General and desiring thi same might be adjusted to which we replied that 
on lu$ produang the ordinary vouchers it should be duel) discharged other 
wise that his chum could not be admitted whereupon Mr Dclapone the 
administrator hating no such touchers has for his own indemnification com 
men ced an imtcable sun with the Company in the Mayor s Court. 

/H Tin presence of n chief and council at Renans being judged an use 
lev expenee to the Company and not at all necessary for the collection of the 
temporal revenues we came to a resolution of keeping 
4 Fcfr Messrs Marriott and Bolts at the Presidency nml hate 

appointed Mr Sage to he Resident untill the whole of the tuncaw money on 
account of the treatv with bhuja Dowh be disdnrgcd when the factor) mil 
be withdrawn altogether 

79 In order to reduce the hospital expcncc* both In field and garrewm 
which hitherto hate been a tcr\ gTcat nnd heavy charge upon your retenues, 

II Nmr we camc to a rc *°* ullon to comma wun the surgeons for 

'^ f supphing all the hospital charges bedding lodging and 

l uropc medicines excepted at die rate of eighteen sotuiiit rupees a man per 
month winch turns out about 18 pence per day and 6 pence less than is allowed 
to Hit Majestx s hospitals m India 

80 It was with a mcw further to promote diligence amongst yimr younger 
servants tint we took upon us to make so large allowances to the Srxreftrx 
and hi' assistants and we are well pleased that it has met with \mir appro- 
bation Upon this occasion we think it would be more for your Interest were 
dm oUkc a well a dint of Sub Accountant levs liable to such a frequent cliangc 
of hands as at proem We would therefore recommend to you to vend out 
persons propcrlv qualified and with good conmtutiom to remain with a certain 
and fixed rank ind handsome salaries which with thetr pnvilcdgc* m trade 
ought lw a tewaui adequate tiv the extraordinary lalior of those enipUn* and 
their I icing |ircdtulttl fmm the advantage of rising in your scrxace 

Nl Nmi liavc alrndv l>ccn made acquainted with tl>c strange combination 
c turret! into lit the tenants here wholly subversive of all ortlcr anil govern 
mem an extras igamc to which we cannot suppose they would have proceeded 
h id liver not In-m encouraged bx the sanction and concurrence of some of 
die seniors m \tmr senue mb a refraaorr spirit arose therefrom as to liavc 
<*cca toned an immediate u pension of business m die several departments 
and tin we tnisi will lie admitted bv you in apology for not Ivcing more full 
and ex phut in our bvL 


HI Tlic Vlcci Committee have laid licforc us die realms which mtlutcil 
diem to request the a wtamr i f the gentlemen from die Madra Prcsdcncx 
u t Nit r Clam! Ru sell W ilium Alder cv Tlmina Krlcal and Charles 
11 »vcr Thr\ arrnrtl here the fth ‘f Fchruarv anil liavc taken their seats ai 
die Its rd and we male no d mht hut thex will do credit m their choUr ami 
that the jml Ink Ini me> will in future !>c ci mini red with rcgulariiv ami <h 
patch Mr Uu sell Iva been panwuhtlx asndnmiv m die bmim-» all mud 
«> him in die Veretarr % office but we with umimi fowl lu* 

hraltli muih afTnttd by it that we mint deprive iwr 
♦el o * f the services we had room to expect from Ins abilities In that depart 
ment h rwever a dr trough regulate n will we think depend inorr immediately 
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:e from England smce your covenanted servants seldom continue 
on assistant ^ qualified for that important office 
long enougL 

^ Je Committee have already informed you of die suspension of 

^ “lie who takes his passage m the Admiral Watson , their proceed- 

i i i tl J cn( ;nterec i on the minutes of Consultation the 22nd January, we beg 

mgs ic g ;r y QU t0 them f 01 the reasons 
leave to rch J 

: cannot on this occasion onnt doing justice to Mr Du Carel who 

, , ,' awn m precipitately to sign the memorial addressed to you on die 

had been di r r J ° 


22d Janr\ 
dencc and i 


occasion of calling die Madras gentlemen to this settlement 

but a moment’s reflection made him sehsible of Ins nnpru- 

ather than peisist m what he now judged to be wrong, he had 

uLiicc emu p U glv to withdraw, although he has by diat means subjected him- 

01 ]f ltU en }bloquy and ill treatment of Ins fellow servants , such an instance 

se to le < 1 does j lull sl ngular honor, and we flattei ourselves will so far 
of lesolutio . r t 

. him to your favor as to procure him a rise m your service 
recommend 

^ Charles Bendy is another instance deserving your notice on dns 

, o from die first disapproved and absolutely refused any ways en- 

’ jfeir imprudent and disrespectfull resolutions, diough he also drew 

S a g m S 111 r f the contempt of Ins fellow servants 
upon lumse 1 

Mr ^ardiolemew Plaisted who during Ins long services has acted 

, 1 r satisfaction, we beg leave to recommend as very deserving of 

much to ouf nd fayor 

youi notice , 

W \ b ave ta ben evci y means m oui power to prevent an improper 
; ! C jade of die dustucks youi servants are indulged with, such as are 


use bung mj 

12 Febrv 

have ordtrecj 
and 1st of Ji] 

3d March 


entitled to dns pnviledge took the oath you have drought 
proper to prescribe for them on die 3rd instant, and we 
that it be taken hereaftei twice every year, on the 1st of January 
ly, and as we hope dns measure will prevent numberless disputes 
in the countiy which have heretofore been complained of 
by die Government, we are determined to have it punctually 


tain Keble, die Master Attendant, has sollicited us to intercede 


adhered to 

gg Q I-Miu uxv i.>xwutvi XXVtVXlVXUlA l) J.1UO VOIUVUV/U 14-0 LV J.ULV,!. V.VUV 

with ou foi 11S b ein S indulged with the pnvdedge of a dustuck The superin- 
"i * y° U ° c youi marine is a charge of die utmost importance and attended 

tPUflBlK V OT * c* 1 

, . ouble and we hope diese considerations with those offered in Ins 

with much t: r _ A 

lettei 10th h 


compliance v 


arch to which we beg leave to refer, will mduce you to a ready 
kith his request 


89 Mr 

2d Septr 

to out consul 
on const 


Gray when at the Board last year produced some fir or pine spais 
which he piocured up the country where any quantity of 
pitch, tar or rosm, he imagined might be had, and offered 
bration whether dns discovery might be of service to die Company , 
, the Master Attendant, he was of opinion they would serve for 
c masts and yards while they are fresh and full of rozm but 
9 Septr was in doubt how far tiiey may be equal to Europe ones 

. j , Ve permitted the Resident at Maulda to prosecute dns scheme by 

w i ' of tival f° W tar lt: wou ^ ans 'ver, but as it has been too much the practice 
\a) o na ^ mdividuals to supply the Company’s occasions with a 

view to dieir own interest and advantage, we have made it 


H Octr 
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a mlc to obtain our supplies from the country go\cmmcnt nt the fim cost 
which wilt be attended onlv with the charge of cutting and bringing down 

90 Since our last advice* b) the Grcimlle and Kent we received further 
minutes from Messrs Levecster and Gray dated at Ingcllce topic* of which 

3 March. arC cmcrct * after l ^ c Co n » u Itotion referred to in the margin 

too much of your and of our time having ahead) been taken 
up with the altercation* which have passed with those gentlemen we think it 
unnecessary to make an) further animadversions on thar conduct 

91 The proceeding* against Ramnaut Mr Gray* banian being brought 
to a conclusion who in excuse for hi* own conduct plead* acting by order and 
under the authont) of hi* master the President General Camac and Mr 
\ crclst bang the only member* present at the examination Mr Sumner except 
cd who i* indisposed and all tho*c being objected against bv Mr Gray who 
is no longer in vour service we licg leave to decline giving an\ opinion at all 
but submit the whole of that gentleman * conduct and of hi* banian to your 
decision. 


92. Mr Part) >otir chaplain at thi* settlement having performed the 
marriage ccrcmon) between Mr John Johnstone and Miss Caroline Keene 
without first obtaining the consent of the President or even 
giving him an) previou* intimation according to the custom 
in vour settlements established by your order*, we thought »uch an omission 
not onl) a disrespect shewn to the President but alio that it might lie produc 
tivc of manv other clandestine mamage* which might be attended with the 
worst of con*cijucnces and therefore dismissed him the service Ixird CUve 
soon after interceding m lichalf of Mr Parry he was again restored to vour 
service and we hope the example of hi* dismiuion will be a *ufTiacnt warning 
to prevent the like practice* in future. 

93 Mr Drake lately arriving here in a country »!up from China after a 
series of nu fortunes since hi* departure from Manilla we accommodated him 

I Tebn with the Cuddalurc schooncT to conve) him to Madras* and 

he atcordingl) sailed a few da)s ago 

94 Mr Pouthon hv the la*t di*patch made a remittance in your cadi 
winch we liave rcawm to licbcv e was the amount of Mr Terrands c*wtc 


95 We adviH.il in our letters of the 30th September and 29th January of 
our having fullv carried into cxcctition vour command* of the 1st June 1764 
respecting the forming vuur milttarv into brigades. On tin* subject we cannot 
a*< td repeating the ncit *nr of vour supplying u* ampU with recruits to 
cnniplrat and icep up the complement of men allotted for the service of tht 
ProwlcncY whKh vmi mmt \k sen ihlc i* of die la*t cwn*ctpicncc to the secu 
ntv of ytHir important attpn mon* in thc*c province* 

96. For the seicral promotion* in vour military ctrrp* since our advice* 
1 t Mjnh liv the A (tun ful ifrctrui we refer tu the minute* i f Om ill 
p, tan m fiotal in the nurgin 

n ) rw 
t V IV 

|(t S nr 

I r< *v 

9* Mr l unuv ft Uit^m **!*> acted as lavuuicr t a detachment 
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1st April 


appointed foi Midn.ipoic, bating on his way thither been the means of saving 

^ A j voui treasme in ,i haul gale of wind, and thereby sustained 

the loss of many of his own cfl'cets, we could not let such 
an instance of mem pass unrewarded, and thcicfore made him a present of 
incite hundred rupees which we are pci Minded will meet with your appioval 

9S In a foimci lcttei we mentioned the abilities of Mr Fortnom youi 
Ciul Aichiteet We should imagine it would be more consistent with the natuie 
of that employ to appoint him on the end establishment, which therefore w'e 
take the liberty of recommending to yom honois, and arc persuaded that his 
fuuno as well as lus jiast eonduet will entitle him to any indulgences you may 
be pleased to confer on him 

99 Captain Thomas Fcnwicke. whom )ou pet milted to lctuin to England 
upon furlow, died in October last 

10U Lieutenant James Forbes of the 89th Regiment being paiiieul.il ly ic- 
eommended by Majoi Munro, and desirous of being admitted into the Com- 
pany’s service ctcn as the youngest of that rank, although 
an old oflieer in His Majesty s service, we complied with his 
application and hate gnen him a commission accordingly, thinking that the 
younger ofiicers could not with reason be dissatisfied on the occasion 

101 In April last a remonstrance was made to the Board by some of the 
captains in the service against Captain Macphci son’s admission on this cstab- 

„ , . , hshment, who had purchased Captain Whicbcotc’s battalion 

8tli April . . 1 1 , . 

of scapoys An answer was returned to this remonstrance 

that the appointment could not be deemed injurious to the coips in general, 

since Captain Maepherson was not incorporated from the Bombay Detachment 

15 Fcbr as sccracc ^ t0 ima g ine > hut came in by an exchange 

~ ' with Captain Whichcote , several other reasons induced the 

then President and Council to confirm Ins appointment , but as Captam Mae- 
pherson voluntarily offered to sacrifice his interest m order to remove any 
cause of dissatisfaction to the officers of the army, his commission was returned 
and one granted him with rank from die day of Ins admission into die service 
here This circumstance happened in the time of the late President Mr Spen- 
cer, upon which occasion w r e must observe that we shall never approve or admit 
of exchanges among your military officers, more particularly when they are 
die price of money and not of services At the same time remonstrances from 
your officers must ever be discouraged, as we are but too sensible of their ill 
tendency. 

102 Captains Macklean, White, Brown and Scodand have resigned their 

16 Deer commissions, and have been gi anted the usual certificates 

6 Janry in testimony of their good services 

103 In November last General Carnac delivered in a charge agamst 
Mr Fullarton, surgeon at Patna, accusing him of being privy to a treasonable 

11 Novr letter said to have been wrote by Nundcomai to Bulwand 

Sing in the year 1764 Mr Fullarton was m consequence 
called down to vindicate himself Our proceedings herein appear m oui 
Consultation of the 25th February , and we must remark on this occasion, that 

Vol IV— 27 
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although Mr Fullarton is acquitted of any ill design in concealing lus know 
2A Febrr ledge of the letter from General Cara a c he appears to ha\c 

cor * been remiss m not gn mg him mtclhgencc of the discover) 

which was however more particularl) tlie business of Messrs. Batson and Billers, 
who were then stationed at that factor) and both perfectly acquainted with 
the whole transaction 

101 In our letter of the 26th November 1764 per Devonshire a very 
iccuntc statement of the restitution monc) was sent you all that requires a 
further explanation is the reserved commission Lord Clive, hfr Watts and 
Major kilpatnck members of the Select Committee agreed to give Roy Dulub 
the Prune Minister and Collector General of the Revenues five per cent upon 
the several sums to be received agreeable to treaty in order to obtain and 
Kxure the speedy pa) men t of the same but Roy Dulub being soon after 
dismissed from his employment the commission ceased from that umc and 
we ire of opinion he is not entitled to one rupee more than lie received when 
in office the remaining part of the commission is still to be disposed of 

105 It is difficult to trace the true source of mutmv with which the arms 
was infected in the vear 1764 and which was prohabl) more universal and 
tarried to a greater length than an) instance can be shewn from either ancient 
or modern Imtorv An entire lxxl\ of troops blacks and whites wholly differ 
mg in religion and manners uniting m the same spirit and attempting a general 
desertion is next to a miracle. That the number which actually went ofT to 
Shuja Dm la and die aeeounts given b) them of the disaffection of their com 
radcs drew on the invasion from him is past a doubt and your affairs were 
thcrcbv brought to the Imnk of rum The extraordinary seventy of the pre 
ceding campaign (1763) had occasioned a relaxation of discipline and to support 
the spirits of the men they had been buoved up with promises of far larger 
sums than came to their share which the peculiar severity of the service did 
at th it time in some measure render nccosarv to this cause may chiefly be 
ittnlnited i mi fortune which wa m> near Ining fatal hut the conduct of 
the >ffiier> on this occasion cannot in anv shape be called m question Major 
Jciminp win commanded at the first appearance of the mutmv exerted 
him lifts nippre* n at the risk of hi life and he with mint of the officers in 
thr ntirmpi to bring the troops to reason had the mortification to su tarn 
from them the most unheard of indignities and til irealment Iiowcvct we 
hm\ venture t > pri n luncc that the apjxHntincut of field officers and the divi 
i m of ^i ur forces into brigades will make general mutinies in future almost 
»mj racticable 

M* A the n itc i f our trruurv now admix t f it we hau lately ordered 
i lie hundred and hftv thou and TUjHx^ in part of the last jujincnt of the 
|0 donatu n In the armv which became due so long ago as 

iVccndser l 64 We at the same time ordered a further 
divivt n i f one ixtertuh part of the rratitutu n nmnrv which amounts to 
rujwt thiir bak anil f mv eight tin iivand (4 4*t/WMi) 4/p'th arr now rrtnam 
nig winch with the lot i f the cl mation me nrv we prnjtow t i |«ay off as *>n 
ts comcnirnL 

10 It i w tilt real wtnfjctu n wr are enabled ti furm h von with the 
General Ik k of tin settlement cv mj Iratlv hr night up t » Aprd 1765 On 
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this occasion we cannot but recommend Mr Witts to youi notice for his 
assiduity and care m compleatmg die two last setts 


108 The error in the General Books pointed out m the 108th paragraph 
of your letter of die 15tli February has been duely rectified 

109 In consequence of vour orders to be furnished with a series of the 
subordinate books from die time of the capture of Calcutta, we have sent 
our orders to die different sctdements and shall be carefull that they are 
transmitted to you as soon as possible 


110 The books of die Commissary General ending Aprd 1765, have been 
already forwarded, those of the Military Paymaster we are sorry to mform 

3d March you are not brought U P smce December 1764 

Mi Lambert who had lately the charge of that employ 
has represented to us diat it has not been owing to any wilfull neglect on 
his part but for want ot die camp accounts being transmitted m due time 
We hope dus is the case and as he is allowed two assistants that he will 
compleat them in a short time We have lately thought 
proper to unite these two employs under the title of Military 
Paymaster General, that in one sett of books you might have a distinct view 
of all your military expences 


6th January 


111 The pergunnah accounts ha\e been formed into a sett of books 

and a copy was transmitted to you by [ ] 

112 With respect to the enquiry made concerning the disbursements on 
account of the French prisoners on the Decan expedition, such as were 
incurred whdst those prisoners were with our detachment, have been trans- 
mitted from hence, after that time they have no doubt been charged m the 
accounts from Fort St. George 


Eighthly touching the charter 

113 At the usual time appointed by die charter, Messrs James Lister 
and Pitt Letheiuller were presented to us by the Mayor’s Court , the former 
was elected Mayor for the ensuing year and Mr Majendie nominated Sheriff 

114 We have also appointed Messrs Woodward, Kelhcan and French, 
to be Aldermen, in the room of Messis Yates, Holford and James Amyatt 
whose seats became vacant by resignation 

115 Having been informed from undoubted authority that one Coja 
Modal, an Armenian in this setdement, had filed a fictitious suit in die 
Mayor’s Court against Johanna Marcat, an Armenian -widow, who is actually 
m custody of die Sheriff, merely with a view to evade die demands of the 
country government with which she has large accounts, and had therefore 
taken refuge here without our concurrence or even knowledge, as nothing 
is so difficult as to investigate collusion of parties to the satisfaction of the 
law, the Court though sensible of this fraud, may not have the power of 
redress We have therefore informed the Mayor’s Court that we think it 
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necessary to interpose our authority ns President nnd Council in order to put 
a nop to practices *o highly prcjudiaa! to vour affairs and hate therefore 
withdrawn your protection from both the complainant and defendant and 
turned the former out of the settlement as we shall the latter when regularly 
released from the custody of the Sheriff. Should such unwarrantable proceed 
mgs lx: encouraged this settlement wouki soon become an asylum for all 
persons indebted to the country government, who can so easily free them 
selves from any lawful! demands which may be made upon them 

Supplement 

116 In the IMtli paragraph we informed you of our having appointed 
Mr trench to a vacant scat in the Mayors Court We have since received 
a letteT from the Register enclosing copy of one to him from Mr French 
wherein lie absolutely refuses to qualify himself allcdging as the reason that 
he had been appointed by authority a member of the Counal and though 
4 Msrri * ,C 15 ^epmed l*** 11 ? °f acting lie still looks upon 

1 ‘ himself as such unull vour pleasure can he known This 

i so frivolous a pretence in itself as he was only summoned from a subor 
dinatc but never was sworn in nor even had left the snlxmlmate that we 
could not but regard it as a glaring instance of the spirit which at present 
hut too much prevails and which tends to the subversion of all suliordinn 
non and government We therefore have determined to prevent our autho- 
rity Ixring trampled ujwn tliat nothing less than suspension from your service 
hill l>c die con equcncc of his refusal 

11/ For an account of the passengers by this slop we refer to a list of 
them nluch comes a numlicr in the |iackcL 

118 A small quantity of diamonds has been registered by the Ponsborne 
nmounung to nijvces 40,000 

119 Hie amount of the invoice per Potisbornr is ten laak fifty two 
thousand six hundred rujxrs (10,52^00). 

PD Hie ballaiKc this dav remaining in your trn urv is 11,69012 7 3 
uid in vour cash chest current rupees two hundred twenty eight thousand 
right hundred and sixty three eleven amnex (2228,863 II ). 


1 ut William 
the ‘Mil* March \»(f 
JOnginal jxr P iuf» me 
Puj licatc jxrr Utmtral II ah nj 


We are 
Honlile Sir 

Mmr faithfull and olmllent servant* 
Clive / John Camac / Harry Vrrrbt / 
hranu* Svkrs / Randolph Mamntt / 
Hugh Watt* /Claud Ru sell / Witlnni 
AMtrscY /TIio* XcKnll / tins Ftover 
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LETTER DATED 24 MARCH 1766 

T O the Hon’blc the Court of Directors foi affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies 

Honorable Sirs, 

Our general advices of this date go in duplicate by the Ponsborne and 
Admiral Watson 

Since writing the 116th paragraph of our letter abovementioned, 
Mr French has addressed a letter to us on the occasion of his being nominated 
an Alderman of the Mayor’s Court, a copy whereof is transmitted m the 
packet 

The amount of this ship’s invoice is four laak and sixty six thousand 
rupees 

We have granted a further sett of certificates by these ships to Captain 
Money for two thousand pounds being on account of the estate of Captain 
Blewit, late commander of the Admiral Watson deceased 

Mr Marriott has dissented to a part of the 81st paragraph of the General 
Letter as appears on the minutes of this day’s Consultation 

We are, 

Honorable Sirs, 

Your faithfull and obedient servants, 
(Signed) Clive / John Carnac / Harry 
Verelst / Francis Sykes / Randolph 
Marriott / Hugh Watts / Claud 
Fort William, Russell / William Aldersey / Thos 

the 24th March 1766 Kelsall / Chas Floyer 

List of bills granted by the Ponsborne for value received of Messrs Vansittart 

and Plowman 


I Sett to Mr Joseph Salvadore in full 
return for one chest of coral beads 

[Rs] 

m 

No 3 per Kent 1765 

1 Sett to do m full return for one 
chest GM No 12 per Vansittart 

2,808- 0-3 

327-12- 0 

1764 

1 Sett to do m full return for one 
chest of coral GM No 1 1 per Caernar- 

6,082-15-3 

709-13- 6 

von 1764 

I Sett to do in full return for one 

4.714- 2-3 

549-19- 8 

chest of coral No 2 per Grenville 

1,229- 4-9 

143- 8- 4 
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1 Sett to do in full return for a 
chest of coral ^ No 13 pci 

[R*0 

ra 

Grampus 

1 Sett to Messrs Raphael Franco and 
Jacob Moseh in full return for one 

4326- 4-6 

504 14 8 

chest ”& No 5 per Caernarvon 1764 

1 Sett to Messrs Anthony and John 
Lewi* Andrf in full return for 1 chest 

7,009 4 9 

817 15- 0 

of coral AA No 1 per Ponsbortte 

1 Sett to Messrs. Jacob Moseh and 
Raphael Franco in full for one chest 

15,271 11 3 

1 781 14 0 

F No 15 per Grenville 

1 Sett to do in full for one chest ~F 

10291 129 

1,200 14 2 

No 16 per Grenville 

1 Sett to do in full return for one chest 

I0/>07 10 3 

1337 0 0 

FF No 2 per Ponsborne 

1 Sett to Nnthan Modighane in full for 

3405-14-0 

397 7 0 

one chest ff No 4 per Grenville 

1 Sett to do in full return for one chest 

2004 12 9 

233-17 11 

5l No 3 per Grenville 

1 Sett Hugh Witt actot Derby Cradv 

IJ34V 5-0 

215 1 1 

to William Downes 

30 

1714 4-6 

200- 0-0 

I FTl 1 I< OAlt-D 6 

SKPTTMUrR 

1766 


Ijnss of the Falmouth — enqtitr\ into i Ilictt trade — mutiny among mill 
tar\ officers tn Hengal on the question of reduction of double liatn — Oiwj 
iiriru in quelling the muttn\— praise for services of field officers — nnZimi 
support to the niutm\ — court martini for the mutineers — design against Clnes 
life -ile ith of \mral \afmud Daulah and suceessu n of ht\ brother Saifud 
Haul ih 

To the 1Inn1)lc the Court or Directors for affair* of the Hnn’blc United 
Company of Merchant* of hnghnd trading to the Fast Indie* 

IfniVhlc Sir* 

1 The Pomtaime and 1 dnnral U afioii retched their dispatches from tlie 
Ma ter \ttenilam at lngellcc the 10th of April ami earned our la t general 
atWicc* dated the Mih of March in duplicate a triplicate thereof 1* now tran 
milted hr the Ixsrd Camden which armed here the 2nd of last month and 
ti returned to Fort St (*enrgr with ’Oft ton* of salt petre and V) ton* of red 
wood there to talc in her rargoe and rrcehe her final dispatches for Furope 
Hr thl ship wr *hall ad*i*c mu In a summary wav of the mmi material 
occurrence* dnee our h t and defer a full and particular detail rrf voiir affair* 
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under the established heads untill the dispatch of our first or second ship 
direcdy from hence 

2 We have the pleasuie to acquaint you that all the Coast and China ships 
of this season arrived safely and in due time at Madras viz the Neptune and 
Glutton the 6th of June, the Hampshire the 7th, the Lioness the 13th 
Ashburnham 15tli and Duke of Kmgstone 19th of June 


3 The Grenville which sailed from hence in company with the Kent in 
February last was spoke with off Madagascar by the Neptune and Glutton 
the 19th of April and we hope has met with a favourable passage 

4 Of the ships foi Coast and Bay the Britannia and Lord Camden 
arnved at Madras the 7th of July , they were dispatched from thence the 
19th and got up to Ingellee the 31st The Cruttenden also came into the 
River the 5th of August 

5 By these ships we have been favoured with your several commands 
under the following dates 


General Letter 
General Letter 
Separate General Letter 
General Letter 
General Letter 

Also a General Letter from 
Secret Committee 


Dated 13th December J 
24th December £ 
24th December ) 
15th January ] 
19th February I 
the j 

21st January J 


1765 

1766 


6 You may depend on our attending to the due execution of the orders 
laid down m your said letters, many of which we have the pleasure to acquaint 
you had been anticipated by the Committee of Inspection 1 appointed, as you 
already have been informed by the Select Committee, to examine into the 
state of the different offices and employs both in the civil and military depart- 
ments, whose proceedings will be fully communicated by our annual ship 

7 We had been long uneasy for the safety of the Falmouth and Hector, 
when on the 29th of June last to our very great concern we received advice 
from Mr Thorseby with 26 others who were got on shore m the long boat, 
that the Falmouth after meeting with a severe gale of wind in the Bay was 
stranded to the eastward of Sagor Point the 13th of that month We imme- 
diately sent our Master Attendant down the River with a number of sloops 
and boats to endeavour to save the people and cargoe The death of 
Mr Thorseby a few days after his arrival m Calcutta anticipated our inten- 
tions of calling him to an account for not taking measures to return with die 
first boats he met with to the relief of the ship, which was the design of his 
being sent ashore m the long boat, and was the more incumbent on him as 
the country opposite to where the slnp was stranded appeared uninhabited, 
barren of the necessaries of life and so intersected by various branches of the 
River, that there was a worse prospect if possible in the situation of diose who 
might save themselves upon rafts without the assistance of boats than by 
their remaining on board, where they were sure of water and provisions so 
long as the ship Jield together Upon the whole we are sorry to remark that 
the loss of so many men may be ascribed solely to the chief mate’s not 
returning with the long boat 


8 The event has proied this m a very melancholy degree, for nothing 
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can surpass the hardship and fatigue those who did get ashore were exposed 
to scattered upon the beach and desolate islands and languishing under the 
inclemency of the weather and want of sustenance for some weeks until the 
boa u sent from hence Ltickipore and Dacca , brought them relief when the 
ship was stranded there were 320 on board of whom 134 as per list enclosed 
in the packet hate been arrived in town for some time, and excepting forty 
more whom we had accounts of a few dap past by five who left the others 
on one of the islands we fear the greatest part if not all of them must pensh 
before relief can reach them From this last account wc entertain but little 
hopes of hearing that an) more arc saved from the unfortunate wreck of 
the Falmouth. 

9 In consequence of the order* contained in your commands of the 
13th of December for the discovery of illicit trade wc immediately on Captain 
Hepburns arrival at town proceeded to an enquiry into his conduct, the 
second mate and petty officers being thereupon examined and the deposition 
of the passengers taken upon oath it appeared that unlicensed goods to the 
amount of about 320 or 330 tons had been taken on board in the channel and 
at the island of Sl Iago where a ship was purposely waiting with them — that to 
make room for these goods they started a good deal of their water and 
came out of St Iago with forty butts less than they earned in Previous to 
this the bulk head of the lazaretta wa* earned aft and that of the gun 
room brought forward which extreme!) cramped the troops for room and 
to which may w a great measure be ascribed the sickness that prevailed parti 
cularly as the ship was so overloaded that the gun ports were obliged to be 
caulked down excepting when in harbour It appears also that the over 
loading the ship (at licit but very ill equipped with seamen or stores) lias 
l>een the source of all their misfortunes as she could hardlv make her way 
through the water after leaving Sl Iago consequently the less under com 
mand and more at the mercy of the seas and weather 

10 In the course of our examination it further appeared that the 
military officers and soldiers on board were very ill treated the latter having 
been put to very hard work during the passage particularK at Sl Iago where 
they were employed in the heat of the dav and at die risk of their lives in 
earning heavy stones to ballast the vcsscll from which the silicic goods were 
received There were only 18 or 19 foremast men on the ships l>ooks when 
they left England and remonstrances being made In consequence to 
Mr Durand the principal owner it is affirmed tliat so far from pa)ing any 
regard to them he gave for answer that lie did not care if there were no 
foremast men on Ivoard as there were soldiers enough to work the ship. 

11 Captain Hcpbumc lias delivered in Jus defence in nnnng anil wc 
are wm to observe the only thing that can !>e nllcdgcd in his favor is that 
he appears to be disordered in hiv senses 

II On tins occasion we must remark flic shameful! abuses that appear 
to l»e practised by ihc owners in fitting out these transport ships in general 
which mew your awetmow there vs too much reason to suppose that they 
themselves not the commanders arc principally concrmcd in this Illicit trjde 
''lull a prixetlurc wc think must subject them to l>c accountable for the 
deviation from the voyage and all the liad con eqnences that have ensued 
vm ng wlmli the live* of hundrrds Might to be thrown Into the scale 
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n The packet*. In tin Falmouth were not saved, but a duplicate of 
votu advices In tint sin p dated the 26th of April 176*1 pet Horcourt have 
been forwarded to us from Bomba v 

14 '1 In Hu tor irnud it Madras the 51st of ]ul\ m a \eiy sichlv con- 
dttton, and after loosing the gtiatosi pan of lur mm in the course of so 
tedious a pissaui. wi appitluml the gentium n at Madr.ts will make the 
iK<essir\ i mpiirtes into Captain Massei’s conduct who bv the accounts we 
bnu had has been <<|ituil\ culpable with Captain Ifcphurn m overloading 
bis ship with illicit trade .it Si Ingo 

15 'I he Cruttnuhu whose annul we mentioned m the 4th paragraph, 
came on to Bengal without e ailing at Madras having as Captain Bowland 
re pri sc nte d. bun driven to the leeward of that port before he could make 
the line! i court of impure consisting of our Mastu Attendant, two Fanopc 
captains and two misters of counin v <*.*.< Ik having assembled pursuant to 
our orders, thev have acquitted Captain Bowland of deviating intentionally 
from the destination of his vovage 

16 Having in a lettu from the Sectct Committee of the 2 1st of January 
received intimation that unlicensed goods weie suspected to have been put 
on board the Cruttt ndt n in the Channel, we immediately upon the news of 
the arrival of that ship m the River, sent two Comp.anv s servants on board 
to seal clown the hatchways with orders to suffer nothing to he sent out of 
the ship but bv permission and proceeded to tbt examination of Captain 
Bowland who denied the charge, informing us at the same time a tendei of 
goods had been made to him which he absolutely rejected 

17 The principal officers of the ship and several of the passengers being 
examined and the depositions of the latter taken upon oath, their answers 
concurred exactly with what Captain Bowland had asserted, who was there- 
fore acquitted of the charge, it appeared that the report of a design to take 
in unlicensed goods had got abroad while the Cruttenden was laying in the 
Downs, so that if Capt Rowland had any such intention before, it is not 
probable he would then have put it into execution 

18 On a calculate of the investment providing this season, we expect 
it will not amount to less than fifty Jacks of rupees The gentlemen at Madras 
inform us that they shall have cargoes for three ships , on receipt therefore 
of your advices that four ships only were destined this season for Coast and 
Bay and six for Bombay we immediately came to a resolution to solicit 
the gentlemen of that Presidency to assist in supplying us with as large a 
proportion of tonnage as could possibly he spared so as to arrive with us by 
the latter end of November at furthest 

19 Observing afterwards by your advices of the 19th February that 
three of the Bombay ships were to call at Madras with troops for this settle- 
ment, we recommended to the President and Council there to send two of 
them on to us by way of securing a tonnage for our investment and if in 
consequence of the application w*e before made to Bombay, two other ships 
should be sent round from their side, we concluded that it could not be of 
any prejudice to your affairs as in such case they might be returned thither 
with the consignments of the two Bombay ships that should be sent on to 
us from the Coast and the salt petre intended this season foi that Presidency 
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20 But since, we have received advices from the gentlemen at Bombay 
acquainting u* of the D tike of Albany t amval there the 3rd of last month 
and that having been informed from Madras of the tonnage required for our 
investment* on the side thev have determined to supply us with three ships 
two of which the Duke of Albany and Nottingham will be sent round from 
Bombay and that they ha\c desired the gentlemen at Madras therefore to 
detain only one of those ordered to call there with troops for this place. 

21 It is probable the large supplies of bullion sent out from Furope 
the last season for the China lmestmcnt with die consignment of twenty four 
lacks from this Presidency and the assistance the supra cargoes may Imc 
rccencd further from Madras and Bombay will not only have amply prtv 
uded for their ships of this season but leave a very considerable liallancc 
in their hands to command an investment for the next Unless however wc 
receive advices from them to limit our next consignments it is our intention 
10 make them equal to that of last year for which purpose wc arc buying 
up all the bullion that Is imported and you may rclv on the continuance of 
our endeavours to support this valuable part of your trade 

22. At a time when wc thought the refractory spirit peculiar to this 
settlement had begun to subside and our attention was employed in the grand 
plan of reformation and mediod to our gTcat surprize a mutinous spirit 
discovered itself amongst the military officers * which wc cannot reflect on 
but with horror more espccml!\ when wc consider that not only the civil 
authority but perhaps the vety being of the Company was nt stake It blazed 
forth in a general combination among all ranks under the degree of a field 
officer with a determined resolution to distress the Government by throwing 
up their commissions on the 1st dav of Ma\ last unless the double batta was 
restored and to pie n colour of moderation to this dishonorable liehaviour 
thev agTccd to act as volunteer* for fifteen days that an answer might he 
received from the Board whether their mutinous demands wrould l>c complied 
with The three hngadcs though at great distances from each oilier con 
ducted their plan with such scctccv lxnng l>ound to each other by oath that 
it was not till the 29th of Apnl that I^ord Clive who was then at Moorshedaliad 
ettfing at the grand pooneah the collection of the revenues of Bengal for the 
year to come received the first intimation of their design when he was 
informed that no less than 130 officers had alreadv sulucnbed to the associa 
tlon anil engaged to raise a fund not onlv for the maintenance and support 
of all those who hould suffer from our resentment hut hlewi e to purchase 
u mmts ions in the Kings service in l nglantl An arm\ making it own 
icrms was such an alarming circumstance that wc immcdtairlv determined to 
crush such a mutinous spmt in its birth at all hazards and on thr sixth of 
May when the association appeared to lie general and we received accounts 
that the officer of the 1st Brigade canuwincd at Mnnghcer had lodged their 
ct mmlniont with the adjutant with an intention to end them to the com 
maliding officer »r duelled I-t Cad Sir Holier! Fletcher to accept all tint were 
tendered and send the v fficer* down to Calcutta within 24 hours as no drprn 
dance could 1** had on men who c mil so far forget their own honor and 
the dim they owed to the service 

23 On so critical an rxca inn when our authority wa« w grrwdt Irmdfrd 
and the c mtrM in fact wj whether the pnvrnirmni of thr»c prnv tners di til 1 
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pass from the hands of die civil to the military, every thing was to be risked 
Spirited measures seemed to be the only resource, nor did we hesitate adopting 
them dangerous as they weie, being confident that a happy unanimity m our 
Councils would, if any thing could, ensure success The presence of his 
Lordship, the General and a few good officers who were hastening up to 
Mongheer with all expedition, and who had not lost sight of their duty to 
the Company, or forget what they owed to their own honor, gave us reason 
to hope that no veiy had consequences would he apprehended from the men 
being so suddenly and basely deserted by their officers 

24 Soon aftei accounts arrived that the 2nd and 3rd Brigades had 
followed the example of the 1st with this distinction that the 2nd Brigade 
agreed to resign the 1st of June and to abandon the troops on the 15th, hut 
this did not shake the firmness with which we had determined to persevere 
We repeated our applications to Madras and Bombay for all the officers and 
volunteers they could possibly spare, and gave notice to the mutineers upon 
their arrival in Calcutta to prepare for proceeding to Europe by the first 
opportunity If they lvere before secuie of carrying their point from the asso- 
ciation being so general, and so unanimous, no less than 173 having sent in 
their commissions, nothing now could equal their chagrin and despair at find- 
ing themselves disappointed, yet still they flattered themselves with hopes, 
that the circular letters which they had sent to the Coast and Bombay 
representing the service here in an odious light would frustrate our applica- 
tions and we should at last be obliged to comply with their demands 

25 Thus stood matters for some tame untill we heard from Lord Clive and 
General Carnac on their arrival at Monghier the 15th of May, that nothing 
was to be apprehended from either the military or seapoys at that place, 
though deprived of so many of their officers, and in a few days after we 
received another letter from his Lordship and the General dated at Patna 
with the agreeable news that the men of the 3rd Brigade remained firm to 
their duty although they had been for some time deserted by almost all the 
officers Here we cannot avoid bestowmg that praise upon the field officers 
which they most justly deserve, and whose conduct in keeping the men in order 
and preventing their following the infamous example set them by their 
officers, does these gentlemen as much honor as their task was arduous The 
situation of the 2nd Brigade m the face of a large army of Morattoes, and 
in the centre of Soujah Dowlah’s dominions was more particularly critical 
and its officers sensible of this were the more violent, although they enjoyed 
on account of their great distance from the provinces the very indulgence, 
the want of which was ascribed as a reason for the mutiny in the officers of 
the other brigades Under these disagreable circumstances we could not but 
be under the greatest anxiety for the fate of this brigade , but we were soon 
relieved from our apprehensions by the spirit and activity of Col Smith who 
extricated himself with great address, untill the news of our steadiness, and 
the fate of the officers of the other two brigades had time to operate, when 
they all became as humble as they before were insolent, and upon their 
making proper submission, we pardoned all those we thought deserving of 
our clemency The news of this brigade’s having retracted, and a reinforce- 
ment of officers from Madras with intelligence that many more were coming 
soon had the wished for effect, on the officers of the other two brigades 
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Reflection succeeded to follv and madness and they began to see the absur 
dtcy of their conduct in its true light. Individual* began to desert their 
cause, jealous) and reproach tool, place in their council* and the committee 
thei had formed for conducting their measures now found their weight and 
influence dnlv diminishing at length the\ formally absolved themselves from 
the solemn engagements and pcnaltv bond* 3 they had entered into it the 
beginning of the association the consequence of which has been that the 
offenders almost to a man have submissively acknowledged their error and 
petitioned to be readmitted into the service. Wc have already forgiven some 
of the most innocent and how far we shall extend our lenity towards others 
will depend upon their characters and merits. As things have turned out 
v\c cannot but esteem this as a happv circumstance which has afforded us 
an opportunity of weedmg the army not only of the promoters of the as«o 
nation but also of the illiterate mean and undeserving 

26 This combination it appear* first began in January last in the height 
of the disaffection amongst the civilians, and it is probable would base blared 
out at the same time had not the distance that separated the brigade* required 
more time to bnng matter* to a matunrv and circumspection to guard against 
the military law There it but too much reason to suspect that this dangerous 
attempt of the officers to oiersct our civil liberties has been countenanced and 
supported bv some of the civilians themselves from the beginning and there 
is great cause for belief that a »ul>scnpuon lias betn set on foot among some 
of them at Calcutta in order to excite them to perseverance in this mutinous 
conduct. But it is beyond a doubt that every officer in the three brigade* 
were made to Iteheve such a subscription and that it amounted to the sum 
of 1 40.000 rupee* The intercepted letters which appear on the face of our 
Consultations the open satisfaction expressed but bv too many at our then 
dilemma and the almost general refusal of the free merchants to accept of 
commissions in that time of great distress arc hut too many mchnchoh 
proofs of the dcpravitv of this settlement We may be sorry but cannot he 
iirpriTcd at so glaring an instance of the spirit of opposition When men 

arc lost to all sense of dutv to the pubhek thev know not where to stop. If 
success had attended this danng attempt perpetual batta was to have lieen 
the next demand annulling the covenants another the dissolution of the 
Select Committee a third and setting aside the Company s appointment of 
officers from England a fourth. But these shocking circumstances arc now 
all happily olmated and the civil authontv l>ctter established we hope than 
ever Ihe civilians too seem now to Ikt sensible of their error anil we Iwpc 
will in future l»e more attentive to their dutv and less actuated bv a spirit 
of refractoriness and opposition 

27 How far combinations of this nature come under the articles of war 
wem to be doubtful! as the officers liad not contracted for anv certain nine 
which appear* to l*e a necessary form l>\ the Act for punishing mutiny ami 
desertion and they liad cea rd to receive pas at the time of resigning their 
commission While such d ulus exist a court martial might possibly call 
the legality of a trial in question which it is Ix-tirr to avoid There are some 
of the ofTmdrr* however so umirmtaninl that we think they cannot well 
tscape the rigour of martial law When things have !*em earned such length 
examples seem necessary not only f w the salvation of the whole hut for the 
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mKc of discipline and Mtboidm.uion A gcnci.il court martial of field ofliccis 
has been assembled foi the trial of Captain Neville Parker, Lt Vertue, 
Lt Monscll and Ensign Noith 

28 'J he pun cedi ngs of the eomi upon Lt Vcitue having been closed and 
appiovcd, we aie to acquaint \ou that he has been brought m guilty of 
tntttmv and desertion, but there being no certain proof of his having received 
lus pa\ although it has dtaun for m the usu d manner, the court have thought 
proper onl> to sentence him to he cashiered with infamy by having his sword 
and espontoon biohc over his head and his sash cut in pieces in front of .ill 
the troops 

29 'Io obuale these dillieulties in fiituie. we have conic to a icsolution 
that as soon as the com is martial are over, eveiv ofiicer shall execute a regular 
contract of service for three \cars, obliging himself to give twelve months 
previous notice before he can resign without the permission of the Piesident 
and Council 

30 The combination of the ollieers has been productive of many strange 

discoveries, and among the lest an information has been laid before the Board, 
against Lt Col Sir Robert Fletcher .is a pnncipal promoter and instigator of 
the late dishonorable association — so heavv a charge against one of our 
principal officers gives us pain, hovvcvci, we have been necessitated to orclei 

him under an arrest A general couit martial is summoned for lus trial 

and we shall rejoice to find him acquitted of a crime in which he has so 
much at stake 

31 Amongst these informations, there is another of a nature still more 

heinous, nothing less than a design against our President Lord Clive’s life 
Capt Stainfortlv* who is the person accused is now under airest on that 

account, and will shortly be brought to Ins trial This gentleman was one 

of the first who deserted their cause, and we would dicrefore willingly hope 
the accusation springs only from pique and resentment One thing is certain, 
it cannot flow from a just abhorrence of die crime since it was kept a secret 
untill matters had subsided, and there was no longer danger of its being 
perpetrated 

32 Our pioeeedmgs during the course of die combination aie kept apart 
from the Consultations and shall be transmitted by the first slnp direct from 
hence Meanwhile we sent for your information a list of the officers now 
doing duty widi the brigades, distinguishing those that remamed firm to their 
duty and those that we have thought proper to restore 

33 We must here in justice to the officers from Madias acknowledge 
the readiness with which they came to our assistance, and there is no doubt 
but dieir sudden arrival contributed towards bringing our officers to repent- 
ance and a sense of their duty 

34 The brigades being now tolerably well officered, we have ordered the 
last embarkation of Madras officers back to the Coast, where their services 
are more immediately wanted , and here we think it our duty to inform you 
that both the Presidencies of Fort St George and Bombay have afforded us 
their assistance with the greatest zeal and utmost dispatch 
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35 Wc aa infonnctl by the gentlemen saved from the Falmouth that 
while the) were at Mauritius, a Spanish man of war of (A guns came in there 
from the Brazils, and is bound for Manilha. This is the first instance wc 
know of their breach of the treaty and seems therefore an important piece 
of intelligence. 

36. \\ c have just received advices from Madras that the Pigot Captaui 
Richardson arrived there the 20th of hst month. 

3/ It is with the greatest concern wc have to acquaint )ou with the 
death of the Nabob hajyiml Dowlah who departed this life on the 8th of 
May last after short illness His next brother Syfal Dowhh was immcdlatcl) 
proclaimed his succcsvir and has since received the ro\al sun finds 


1 urt W dliam 
the 6tli September 1766. 
(Original |k rr Lord Camden via 
Madras. 

Duplicate |»cr Crutlcudcn\ 


Wc arc 
llonblc Sirs 

\our faithful and obedient servants 
Llivc / W m. 1J Sumner / John Carmc / 
li. Vcrclst / Randle Marriott / Hugh 
W attt. / Claud Russell / W Alderney / 
11ms. kclsall / Chas Floycr 


Postscript 

Wc have granted the undermentioned certificates to the officers of the 
Lord Camden on their mdulgcncics vi-t 

Setts 

1 To Mr John Rnldal chief mate for current rupee* 15,000 
I To Mr Henry I ’a sea 11 second do for do 3400 

I To Mr John Thompson third do for do 4320 

3 setts amounting to current rupees 22,720 

Hirer setts of tcrtificaio dated the 1st of tin in rant amounting to 
current rujwo twrntv two thou anti seven hundred anti twentv which has 
lieen received into vour treasurv 


1 rt W tllum 

the 6th SepteinlKT 1766 


W r e are 
HonTilc Sirs 

Vmr faithfull ami nlndtcnt servants. 
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llourislung state of affairs m Bengal — C live pleads for moderate profits to 
Company's servants in private trade— services of field o fleers during the 
mutiny eulogized — army offteis to he obliged to enter into contracts fat 
service — personal lese ntnunt against Clive as chief cause of civilian support 
to mutiny 


To tlu. Hon’ble the Comt of Directors ete 


ete 


Gentlemen, 

1 In M.iv last 1 had the honor to lecene jour lettei of the 26th April 
1765 per Hareourt , and it give's me particular satisfaction to rcm.irk th.it I 
ha\c not only fulfilled but in great measure anticipated youi expectations in 
the several important points therein rceommcndcd to my attention A peace 
firm and Listing is established the trade in salt and bctclnut is now regulated 
upon a plan which will still perhaps admit of improvements foi the advantage 
of the Company , your military expellees though cnci eased by means of the 
additional number of battalions of sepoys, arc much less in proportion than 
heretofore , the double batta is struck off, discipline is lestored to your army, 
and subordination, good order and harmony have once more taken place 
among the civil servants at this settlement 

\ 

2 As the new covenants and a strict obedience to youi orders, more 
particularly in confining the tiadc of individuals to imports and exports only, 
have abridged the servants of many of their accustomed emoluments, and as 
the Company arc in fact die sole proprietors of the immense revenues of die 
3 provinces, not to mention die 12 or 13 laaks of rupees per annum, now 
arising from the duty upon salt and betelnut, permit me to wish that the 
gentlemen in your service, as an encouragement to industry and good beha- 
viour may be suffered to enjoy the moderate proportion which is now settled 
of those advantages diat have accrued to dieir employers Besides these, I 
have other reasons of great importance to the service to wish dus indulgence 
may be continued I therefore flatter myself that the present distribution will 
receive your approbation m your answer to our dispatches per Admiral 
Stevens My minute in Committee dated the 2nd instant to which I beg leave 
to refer, will fully convey to you my ideas upon this subject as also the several 
alterations that I propose shall take place for the improvement of the present 
plan But if after being made acquainted with the flourishing state of your 
affairs in Bengal you should persevere m those orders you sent per Camden, 
be assured they will most punctually be comphed with 

3 By the General Letter you will find that the reduction of batta is at 
last perfectly effected The mutinous combination of the officers upon that 
occasion is a circumstance unparalleled in any age or country , but the event 
has been rather fortunate to the Company, since we have availed ourselves 
of the opportunity to retain good officers and gentlemen, and have refused 
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rchtorauua lo all those who by their conduct or meanness were a dugruc tu 
your service. 

4 That this mutiny wns greatly encouraged by die civilians stands upon 
the record of our Consultations but we must watt the issue of the general 
courts martial which arc now holding before we can ascertain the particulars 
of its rue and progress or determine where die military gentlemen had they 
proved victorious, intended to have fixed the bounds of their conquest 

5 By these courts martial we hate convinced die officers, that the ngor 
of martial law shall be put in force equally against them as against inferior 
offenders Tins is a doctrine which must be established and take place by 
some examples since not only the preservation of the settlement but the 
very basu of military discipline depends on it. 

0 Had not the appointment of field officers been a plan wholly raj own 
I could with justice enlarge upon the signal utiht) of it, upon this extra 
ordinan, occasion indeed it u beyond a doubt thnt without their assistance 
all the efforts of the President and Council added to my presence at Monghyr 
and Puna would have failed of success A mutiny of the soldiers would 
infallibly have liappcncd and the consequences of such an event arc too 
dreadful to flunk oL 

7 The necessity of obliging every officer to contract for a time, and to 
give at least a years nonce of lm intention to resign is suffidendr evident 
Phe very first clause in the Mutiny Act, supposes a contract and without sudi 
a lie any officer provided he has not received the months pay may throw up 
lm commission with impunity \ou will undoubtedly therefore approve of 
the intention 1 liavc of requiring a contract from every officer who resigned 
ond has been restored. This I propose shall be earned into execution when 
the general courts martial arc finished and 1 hope you will see no objection 
to die renewal of ihc custom in Lngland with all mditary gendemen licforc 
they cmlvaik for India 

8 Should it have been imagined dial the accounts I gave you hi my 
former letters of die licentiousness of this settlement were exaggerated the 
countenance and supjwrt afforded by the civil to die military servants ujw n 
this occasion will surely justify all 1 said There is but too much reason to 
IkIicvc that personal resentment against me for die ]»art I have constantly 
acted on Iwhalf of the Company which frequently proved repugnant to the 
interest of individuals was one of the chief motive* to their conduct and you 
will judge to w hat degTec die* must have been infatuated to encourage and 
wish success to a measure which liad it prevailed must have overthrown their 
own tnd liberties in this country and rendered them the abject slaves of a 
desjtotic military guvermneuL 

V ^cmr affairs in Bengal are in w 1 think in a fair way of being complete 
ly regulated nm can 1 fitnec anything dial tan jtmtiMv liapj»en to ill trr* 
tw disturb them except suffering your affairs to return if the confusion in 
which I found diem and allowing vmir servants to trample on your authority 
with regard to the Mahrattav or other country powers they may hanuvi the 
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prownccs, and lessen )om trade anti let times, hut they never can endanger 
your possessions upon the footing thev now stand 

I have the honoi to he with the giealest respect, 
Your most obedient and 

Calcutta, most humble servant, 

6th Sipumbct 1/60 (Sigd ) Cine 
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lnaty 'nth Shujaud Datdah — giant of chwam by Shah Alain — filling of 
' Meant stats at the Hoard by nun of nurit and icfulahon — mutiny in the 
army — need foi execution of lovtuanls b y army offiuis — increase in revenue 
— congress at Chafra — < \forl of bullion for China investment — restitution 
money and donations to army and navy by Mir Jafar — death of Napnud- 
D aid ah and succession of Saifud-Daulah — inadequacy of allowances to junioi 
officers 

To the Hon hie the Comt of Dmttois foi allans of the United Company 
of Merchants of England tiading to the East Indies 

Hon’blc Sirs, 

1 At dre time our last advices dated die 24th March weic dispatched, 
the attention of this Committee was wholly dnectcd to the means of securing 
the benefits of your present immense possessions The Company s influence 
in die empire we considered as sufficiently extended, piovidcd the pow'er of 
maintaining that influence could be confirmed lo concdiate the minds of 
the natnes to our Government and diffuse the blessings of a mdd administra- 
tion whenever our authority extended as collectors of the revenues for the King, 
appeared to us the most effectual method of accomplishing that desnable end 

2 We laid the foundation of tins plan in the treaty concluded with 
Shujali Dowlali, the conditions of which so far exceeded his expectation in 
point of advantage to himself, that we are well assured the Company m 
granting these terms have sacrificed a meer shadow of power only, to the 
substantial benefit of security The cheerfulness with which he met the Right 
Honorable President at a late congiess held in the Bahar provmce, the ready 
compliance lie shewed m paying the remainder of the indemnification to the 
Company stipulated by treaty even before the time limited for payment was 
expired, and the engagements which he has renewed for our mutual defence 
and security, afford the strongest testimony of the sincerity of Ins gratitude 
and friendship 

3 It was in the prosecution of our plan of giving permanency to your 
influence, that we obtained from the King a grant of the dewanny and with 
the same view we entered mto an agreement with the Nabob, the consequences 

VoL IV— 28 
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of which arc that the revenue* of the three province* bang now entirely 
under our direction we no longer depend for the support of our military 
establishment on the Subahs bounty 

4 But to impart real stability to the system we had adopted it became 
necessary we should look strictly into the internal conduct of this government 
and exert our utmost endeavours to restore to a sense of duty and integrity 
a settlement deeply immersed in the most profligate dissipation and avowed 
corruption For this purpose we entered upon the odious task of an enquiry 
into the conduct of divers members of the Counal with the result of which 
\nd of the opposition we encountered you arc already acquainted. 

5. The scats vacated at the Board by this and other concurring aratm 
stances proved unexpectedly fortunate to our design as it opened to us a fair 
opportunity of making some advance* towards that selection of the members 
of the Counal which we before recommended to your attention by introducing 
lo die Board four gentlemen ot unquestionable mem and reputation who 
haring been tutored in notions of ngid subordination and economy were the 
most likely to co-operate in our views with all the weight of their example 
and authority We would not remind you of wliat the behaviour upon that 
occasion was of the servants of this establishment. It bang itself the strongest 
evidence of the expediency of ihc measure we pursued and of the just tend 
ments we entertained of their principles had not the violence of their conduct 
extended beTond what wre then foresaw or could even imagine. 

6 Whether any endeavours were exerted by the aval servants to propa 
gate that discontent to the military officer* is what we cannot directly affirm 
but from several of thar intercepted letters It appears they were much elated 
at seeing the army tainted with ihc mahgmtv of their own infection. \\ c had 
agrceablv to the advice* already tranymiUcd home reduced the double batta 
allowed to the military officers as early as the month of January yet not n 
murmur or comptami transpirc-d farther than was expressed In n very 
moderate representation Jo the Board from the captains and subalterns of 
each of the three brigade* AH wt* calm and serene in camp as Jf they 
re let! sail fled with the order* issued by die Select Committee until a proper 
state of their urcumsunccv could be laid licforc the Court of Directors 

7 In this deceitful tranqmht) the space of four months elapsed when 
during the recess of the Committee and Lord Clives residence at Moonhed 
a level the alarming advices arrived that almost all the officers of the antiv 
hail combined under articles of the most *olcmn agreement to resign their 
i mum Mon by a certain dav unless their bntta was restored mil the orders 
t f the Company were abrogated. To secure their mea urc* without incurring 
the penalties evl ilc*cttt<m they fixed <m a period when tlvcy lud no nax in 
advance and it was every moment expected our frontier would l»e invaded l>y 
j Urge ImsIv of Mahratu horse flattering them the* that the ncces its for 
their services at *o critical a Juncture must infallibly reduce the Hoard to 

ubmi* urn. 

F it wj immeduiirlv rru mmctided h\ laud Clive to the Hoard when 
he trammtltal tire advice* rjtbrr t>> put all to the n k llian suffer the audio* 
lily of the Lt uned to lw in tilted The saving which arine to the Company 
from die ttducti m of fnitra wav now of trifling cunvidtrautm when compared 
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with the clanger of yielding to the menaces of so unpiecedented and mutinous 
an association To piesene the authonty of the President and Council and 
crush an attempt that indicated the total subvusion of Government, became 
now the objeei in which sentiments the whole Boaid with one voice concurred 
with Ins 1 midship He pioeeeded accompanied by Genual C.nn.ic to Mongeer 
where the 1st battalion lay in cantonments and happily armed at the instant 
when the whole body of Europeans was ripe for revolt Their officers, the 
Lieut Colonel and two oi three subalterns excepted had to a man withdrawn 
themsches, and the soldiers hied with the contagious spmt of mutiny wuc 
on the point of following the example of then supuiors, when his Lordship’s 
presence and auihorm awakened them to a sense of then duty and probably 
sa\ cd these prounccs from all the honors of lapinc, desolation, and military 
anarchy The same violence of conduct prevailed amongst the officers of the 
2nd and 3rd Brigades stationed .it Allahabad and Patna, in so much that 
Colonel Smith who was posted on the frontiers of Corah, remote from all 
assistance and m the verj face of a foimid.tblc enemy, was totally deserted 
by his officers in those lines Jic had diawn to oppose the irruption of the 
Mahrattas 

9 For the further particulais of this extraordinary and very interesting 
event, we beg leave to refer you to the lettu and Consultations of the Public 
Department, since the whole correspondence passed through that channel 
during the recess of the Select Committee Here we touched upon it, with 
the view only to impress you with more lively ideas of the state of this settle- 
ment .md to evince more strongly the necessity of wli.it we have before 
repeatedly recommended, a constant attention to the good sense, honour and 
steadiness of diosc gentlemen whom you in future admit into Council 

10 We have a particular satisfaction in observing to you the spirited 
/cal with which die Board assisted in every measure proposed by the President 
to break this dangerous combination A just sense of die indignity offered 
to their own authority as well as of danger to the community seemed to unite 
them heart and hand in punishing to the extreme extent of their power, an 
act of disobedience that includes in its effects the being and fate of your 
invaluable possessions in Bengal But still it remains to be determined how 
far the delinquents arc subject to the utmost rigour of martial law, and 
whether such proofs can clearly be exhibited against them as, admitting the 
audionty of the court will render the prisoner liable to die punishment of 
mutiny and desertion 

1 1 The present situation of youi affairs requiring so numerous a 
military establishment, at such a distance from the fountain of justice as not 
to admit of elucidation m difficult cases before it is too late for decision, it 
becomes an object of most serious attention to bmd down your officers and 
soldiers by the strongest ties of duty, of allegiance and of martial discipline 
Of late years it hath been customary to grant commissions without exacting 
those covenants whereby the party agrees to serve for a certain period of time 
Yet upon the suposmon that such contract actually exists, die Kong and 
Parhament have graciously been pleased to extend the benefits of die Mutiny 
Bill 1 to the Hon’ble the East India Company To this neglect it is owing diat 
any officer or number of officers, has it in his option, without consulting the 
Governor and Councd to throw up your service m times of the most imminent 
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danger without incurring the penal tie* of any law civil or military for by 
refusing your pa.) he u no longer subject to vour authority 

12. To guard therefore in future against an event that may probably 
terminate in a manner less fortunate to the Company we beg leave earnestly 
to recommend that no commissions mav be hereafter bestowed or officers 
sent out but under restriction of the above covenants a power of dispensing 
with the same by granting permission to resign to be vested solely in the 
Governor and Council So man) instances have occurred both here and upon 
the Coast, of an independent and encroaching spirit in the military that nc 
imagine further arguments will be unnecessary to convince you of the 
necessity there is to support the civil authority with all the power that law 
admits and necessity urges. 

13 Before tlus mutiny broke out. Lord Clive had for sonic time assisted 
it the puneah held at Moorshedabad for stating the revenues of Bengal for 
the present )car 1766 We hare now the pleasure to Inform you that the net 
estimate of collections for the year arising from Bengal only amount to one 
crore sixty one lacks seven hundred and eight rupees (1,61,00 708) which is 
an cncrcasc of eleven lacks thirty one thousand nine hundred and seventy 
eight rupees (11,31,978) on the collections of the preceding )car flowing chiefly 
from a reduction of charges without levying any additional tax on the 
zemindars 

14 The statement of the revenues of Kabar is likewise just come to our 
liands and we perceive with great satisfaction that they amount this year 
io sixtv one Lacks eight) six diousand two hundred and seventy six rujxx* 
(61,86,2/6), bang an increase of a nei revenue of five lacks sixt) two diousand 
two hundred and sixt) one rupees (5,62,261). Tins cnarcasc we in great measure 
•nenbe to the diligence and abilities of Mahomed Reza Cawn who is now 
employed on the spot in regulating the collections of that province, whence 
we hope the revenues will be reduced to more order and raised to a greater 
am mnt than have for some )cars l>ccn known on account of the scandalous 
embezzlement of die public monc) and misconduct of die collectors. 

15 It is b) means of economy and frugality only diat we wish to see 
your revenues cncrca>e<I since dic\ arc alrcad) sufficiently great to answer 
even purpose of the Companv for without the greatest care he taken to 
prevent zemindars from earning on long balances and defrauding the Govern 
inent under vanou pretences your collections would soon dwindle to a sum 
insufficient to defnv their own cliargcs the authority of die administration 
would l>c despised and the several rajahs and zemindars would assume to 
dirniselvrs an independent povser after dm had fleeced die people and fat 
tened uj»on the spoils of die jmblic 

\f During Jywd Clive « resident e In dir Balnr province a congress 
was held at Cliupratt* at width Ids l/srdslnp General Camac Shuja Dow la h 
and the Kings minister assisted There was hid the foundation of a treaty 
Iwivrcen the Company and the Vizier and the Jaut and Roldlh chiefs for fhnr 
mutual defence and security against all attempts of the Mabrattas to invade 
their several d uninions but hi* lawilship and General Camac from ton*! 
ilcrati m of the little adranugr die (amspaii) could deduce from such distant 
alba in case of an in»a ion clune to lease this matter unfinished and *'ro 
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entrust Sujah Dowkih with the management of such treaties as he might 
think com enicnt. for his own .in cl the Company s welfare, but he is not to 
conclude any thing nor enter into any absolute engagements without having 
previously acquainted the Picsidcnt with every proposal and obtained his 
approbation” 

17 At Chuprah likewise attended deputies from the Mahratta chiefs, 
from whom and fiom the letters they brought, it evidently appears, the Mah- 
ratta forces were assembled at the Kings requisition and upon the positive 
assurances he gave that an English army would join them to escort him to 
liis capital Mis Majesty has indeed laboured hard by every artifice and per- 
suasion, intrigue and negotiation to succeed in Ins favorite scheme, which 
we arc convinced would terminate m accomplishing his own ruin, and destroy- 
ing the peace of the whole empire In a word his conduct has been such 
th.it we are at a loss whether most to condemn his jiolicy, despise his under- 
standing or abhor his principles 

IS With a view to watch the motions of the Mahrattas upon our own 
frontier, Lord Clive has directed Colonel Smith’s brigade to canton at Doodua- 
ghur or Sassaram, where the Colonel will be advantageously posted to oppose 
any hostile intentions and to cover the Bahur province This brigade is re- 
called in consequence of Shtijah Dow lab’s having fully discharged all the 
engagements into which he entered by the treaty and for this reason likewise 
we shall immediately recall the Resident at Benares and every other European 
residing in the Vizier’s dominions, that no disputes may arise from private 
commerce to disturb the amity now subsisting 

19 We have frequently mentioned to you the inconvenience of exporting 
money and bullion from this country for the supply of your China investment 
vet we would not take ujion ourselves to withhold this assistance until we 
received your instructions , accordingly the Council have issued orders to the 
Mint Master to purchase all the bullion that may be imported this season 
for the use of the China market, to which we propose remitting to the amount 
of 24 lacks 

20 To obviate the immediate bad effects to the commerce and revenues 
of this country of such an annual dram of treasure. Lord Clive carried mto 
execution during his stay at Moorshedabad, the regulations of the Select Com- 
mittee relative to a gold coinage which we hope soon fully to establish, not- 
withstanding the prejudices of these people against every innovation Having 
already presented you with a general view of the above regulations we must 
now request your excuse for not transmitting the particulars by this conveyance 
as our Secretary hath not been able to get up the proceedings on account of 
the death and sickness of several of the assistants in his office 

21 Already we have gone through the enquiry you direct mto the several 
sums granted by the Nabob Meer Jaffier for the purpose of restitution to the 
merchants and donation to the army and navy All the principal agents for 
these disbursments have been separately examined upon oath before the Com- 
mittee and their depositions taken viva voce and recorded on the face of our 
proceedings 

22 Sorry we are to observe that from those depositions it will appear 
how little the Nabob himself was inclined to impoverish his treasury by free 
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gift! and voluntary donation*. The present to the tquadron in particular 
teems to ha\c been obtained by \cry unjumfiable act* and measure* which 
we concave will reflect very little honor upon a *crvant of His Majesty acting 
m so high a station But we would choose to avoid making further remark* 
since the next dispatche* will afford you an opportunity of forming your own 
judgement of transaction* so deeply interesting to the national character It 
appear* however upon the most positive testimony that the donation to the 
armv was a free and un*ohatcd present from the Nabob bestowed on Major 
Adams and the armv as a pledge of their faithful services at the most critical 
juncture and a ransom of the money and effects m such cities and town* 
a* might fall into their hand* and be subject to the violence of the soldiers 
It is not therefore *urpn*ing that this donation should have been voluntary 
while the sums granted for restitution to the merchant* and n present to the 
na\\ flowed with to ill a grace from His Excellency who could not possibly 
expect anj equivalent services 

23 When we ha\c dispatched the Lord Camden we shall proceed to 
enforce such of your order* a* we have not already antiapatcd and you may 
rest assured that neither prejudice nor favor to individual* shall warp u* 
from that dutv which we owe to you our constituent* and to our own honour 

24 We ore sorry to acquaint vou thit on the 8th day of May His Fxccl 
lenev the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowlnh breathed his taut after a short illness 
incurred bv some intemperance in eating nnd cncrcascd by a gross habit of 
IhxIv and unsound constitution A* lie was a prince of mean capacity bred 
up in total Ignorance of public affair* this event which formerly might 
have produced important consequence* in the province* can at present liavc 
no other effect than that of exhibiting to the eyes of a people a mere change 
of person* in the htzamut Nudjum ul Dovrlah dying without Issue hi* 
brother Svf ul Dowlall succeeded lo his dignitic*. ind promise* from the mild 
ness ind pliancy of his disposition to answer all the purjxisc* of a Nabob to 
the people and to the Company At present he l* a Youth not exceeding the 
age of sixteen which more Immethateh and naturally bnng* the admlnis 
tntion into the hands of person* in whom we can repose confidence 

25 Before this time vou have probablv determined the fate of the Inbnd 
trade in salt lietcl ami tnliacco whether it ma\ be continual under the rcgula 
turns hive established or totally to be relinquished by vour servants? We 

hall therefore only ol»*mc on ihts oeca ion that ccnain amendments arc 
non proposed bv tfic President and adopted by the Select Committee which 
nc think will remove even Inconvenience ol nerved In the present establish 
mem of dial trade anil secure to the Cnmpanv the power of rewarding or 
[mmdung their servants according to the degree of their merii or misconduct 

"Vi We are further to inform you that the Committee nominated by us 
to inspect the conduct of the several departments nt the Presidency have 
enteral upon the dutv of their appointment Thrv have In consequence 
framnl diver* regulations which we think well calcubted to promote your 
intrtest at they arc conducive to the order and despatch of business for which 
reason we propov carrying them into execution with all convenient expedition 

27 From observing the great increase In the expences of living in Cal 
cutu the Committee cf Inspection have pu bed ihcir regulations to a rrfor 
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mation of the police of the settlement From the genet' 1 m ttent on of i-n 
years to tins object, the articles of diet wages house rent fee 'vne v-' o • > 
exorbitantly that your allowance to junior senants is un m .eh pnii to t! i ir 
necessary and unavoidable cxpcnccs and tins we consider .is tin n m n uo\ 
they have hitherto been indulged with larger s darics th in \ou ipprou .nnu \ 
cd to their several employments In the present flourishing situauo 1 of \our 
affairs, w f c should apprehend their appointments ought to afford them a dui > r 
and sullicient maintenance, enough to presene tlum against t\er\ itntnpt 
to meanness and dishonesty, but too little to suppoit them m profusion and 
extravagance 

We ha\e the honor to be with great nsput 
Hon bit Sir-., 

Yom most faithful humble sennits 

Fort William, (Signed) ( lt\e / John ( unit / 

September 8th, 1766 H Vex 1st 
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First of shipping 

2. Ve therein advised you of the safe arrival of all the ship appointed 
this season for our side of India except the Ptgot for Coast and Bay which 
armed at Madras the 19th of August and sailed from thence for this place 
the 20th September with orders to call at Masuhpanm with stores. Having 
learned she had left that place the 6th of October we were in daily expectation 
of her but we have since b\ private advices heard of her being put bach to 
Madras. 

3 Of the three Bombay ships to call at Madras with troops for this 
Presidents we find by a letter from the gentlemen there dated the 20th Septem 
her that the Anson and Speaker were arrived We shall hate occasion for 
fi\e ships to carry home the investments of tins Presidency and we understand 
that they have full cargoes for three ships from the Coast eight ships there 
fore are required for the investments of the two settlements and ns you destined 
seven only this season for the Coast and lla\ we have concerted measures with 
the other two Presidencies to provide for so great a deficiency of tonnage in 
consequence of which the President and Council nt Bombay have come lo 
the resolution of sending round to us the Duke of Albany and Nottingham 
from their side and the gentlemen at Madras have adv iscd us of their intention 
to send on to us the Anson and Devonshire If the four Bomhnv ships nliove 
mentioned and the Pigof nmvc safelv with us, we shall have seven ships in 
eluding the Britannia and Cruttniden now In Bengal and 
Cxms “>0 October in that case we shall provide the genttemen at Madras with 
all the tonnage they have desired that Is two ship lxrsidc* 
the Lord Camden already returned to the Coast But should we be disappoint 
ed of one of the ship from Madras and Bomliav we sliall not he able to 
spare above one and a half for Madras besides the Camden as we cannot 
possiblv do with less than four and a half without exposing too much of 
the Companv s property upon one bottom 

A The President and Council at Fort St George have recommended that 
one of the ship to be sent to their Presidency be ordered to call at Pegue for 
a cargo of umber and plank provided she could l>c dispatched in time to 
posecute that voyage and arrive with them by the ^Oih of hebruarv at farthest 
As our b t advices from Pegue inform us that no umliers were then come 
down from the country we do not think it possible for tin* measure to Ik* 
effected without puiung the arrival of the ship at Madras to a risk wr ought 
not to run con ulering how much we arc straitened for tonnage for our lurope 
cargoes of this we liavc acquainted the Madras Presidency and that we shall 
therefore dispatch the ship to them dircctlv from hence. 

< We have had no accounts of an\ more of the FaJnmnth s people snnr 
our advurs to you bv the Lord Camdm of the unf triunatc loss of tliat ship 
Our proceeding* in the course of the enquiry into the conduct of Captain 
Hepburn together with lu< defence are entered in a l»ook apart which r« mr* 
a numtter in our packet whereto we l*cg leave to refer Captain Hepburn 
having had n« lire given him that he cannot on any account whatever 1 m* 
suffered to remain in India we hall nkr care that lie return to nngbrnl in 
one of the ship of iht season 
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10 Mr WTittchdl at Bandermalankn made offer* lately to contract for 
building schooner* not exceeding one hundred ton* that *hould be *trong 
and fit for the nver *cmce and equipped with all appur 
J UI>C temnees at the rate of A.R« 13,000 each A* the vessel* 

that ha\c been built there bore a good character and appeared to be much 
cheaper than those sent round from Bombay which we ha\c always been 
under the necessity of finding in *torc* here we acceded to hi* proposal and 
sent him a plan for tlietr construction which had been delivered in by our 
Master Attendant- Mr Whitchill made his objections to 

11 September this plan and enclosed a draft of two schooners he had at 
1 j Vrrt ember 1 , , . 

that time upon the stocks intended to be sent to Bengal 
when we shall he the better able to form a judgement whether they will answer 
our purpose. 

11 The Master Attendant after his return from his search down the 
liner in quest of the Falmouth whereof we acquainted von in our letter per 
! ^ Lord Canidrn bid Indore us a sketch of the several placet 

J and channels he had been at having reason to believe the 

| us sage by Cliannel Creek to l>c the »afcst for ships going out of the River in 
the months of March and Apnl We have directed and arc now prosecuting 
a smaev thereof the northcrlv monsoon being set In nnd should it answer 
our expectations the discovery will prove of flic greatest utility 

11 After the Ponsltorne had sailed out of the River on her return to 
Furopc in March last information was given of her having 
1 ft"" Itcrn run aground while in charge of Mr Peter Persoon 

the pilot A court of enquiry was immediately ordered to 
examine into his conduct and he was adjudged so far culpable ns to \k 

12 reduced from the rank of a first to that of a second pilot 

such an example was thought necessary not only as a 
puni limcnt to Mr Persoon hut that it might have a proper influence on the 
conduct of other* who may l>c entrusted with a charge 
of so much importance and he has since on account of his 
igc anil infirmities l>ecn permitted to resign the service 

H Mr Grant the pilot who was dismissed the service for neglect on 
t.ml Ixtirr from I 103 * 1 ! the II tnchflsra and whom \ou had directed to 1*- 
J -upland P-ira v restored died some time l>cforc the receipt of your 
" r ' orders. 


14 Our Ma ter Aitcmlant made a regular nnd careful survex of the 
River in May b'i bv which it appeared 10 Ik- in a belter state than die preceding 
year *evrral of die diannels having a greater depth of water Tills cirrum 
stance which is occa toned bv the shifting of die sands shews the great 
nrrrs hv of liaving tbe most exact surveys taken annually which you mat 
Ik- av tired shall Ik- proprdv attended to 

1 4 The Dutch had made it a ct mtant rule at die drjurture of thrlr b»t 
hij i f the sea« n to take up their leading huovs in the river which tlwy did 
mu bv d iwn again till the time drew prar hw tlietr ex 
1 ^ jutted hijn A utli a juamir might Ik- a tic-mlrd with 



2S NOVEMBER 1766 


443 


fatal consequences to our shipping, which are coming in and going out at 
all seasons, we made the necessary remonstrances to the 
20 ^ Ia ' gentlemen at Clunsura upon this occasion and they have 

promised in future to provide themsches with spare buoys to replace such 
as it may he necessary to take up to be repaired 

16 The Committee of Inspection having represented that the encroach- 
ments made of late years by the Ri\cr bate been greatly owing to the cutting 
away the hanks in order to lay vessels and boats ashore, 
which at the same time is a great nuisance to the inhabitants 
whose houses arc situated by the water side In order to 
these mcomcnicnces and likewise to prevent the danger at- 
all loaded boats coming to the Custom House Ghaut by 
which the collection of your customs was interrupted and impeded, w r c 
directed the Master Attendant to point out a proper spot for laying vessels 
of all kinds ashore and he has represented Mcyaporc Reach about 24 miles 
below' the tow'n as the most com ement place for that purpose We have there- 
fore caused public notice to be gnen, and are now' forming regulations for 
the same which will take place as soon as a sufficient number of artificers can 
be engaged to reside there for the execution of this service 


20 M-n 
6 June 

rcmo\ c 
tending 


17 The Master Attendant has lately discovered and given us informa 
tion of seteral abuses that had crept into the establishment of lascars m the 
marine service through the imposition of the syrangs from 
^ whom they received their wages and at the same time re- 

commended that they should be put upon the footing of 
those employed by private merchants who find them in provisions, the charge 
of w'hich w'ould not exceed the difference m rate of wages paid by them, and 
the allowance made to the lascars by the Company m lieu thereof This 
proposal appeared so w r ell calculated to remedy the abuses complained of, 
that it has been adopted with some other regulations for the better conducting 
this branch which appear on the face of our Consultations 


18 In consequence of the orders contained m the 13th paragraph of your 
commands dated the 13th December 1765 for supplymg the Governor and 

Council at St Helena with a sufficient quantity of salt 
20 J unc provisions for the use of the garrison and inhabitants, we 

have ordered 50 puncheons to be salted up here to be sent thither by the 
homeward bound ships of this season This provided the meat can be pre- 
served, will be a more certain and probably a cheaper method of supplying 
them than by the commanders of the Europe ships and w r e hope will meet 
with your approbation 

19 The orders you have been pleased to give with respect to the dispatch 
of casual ships to Chma shall be directly attended to on every occasion 

20 There have only imported here this season two ships of the French 
Company’s vizt the Ajax and Marquis de Gastres, but their agents here have 
given out that they are m expectation of five others under the command of 
Monsieur Law, brother of their present Governor, which are private property 
and to remain m India, 
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Secondly of goods from Europe or from one part of India to another 

21 Agreeably to what wc wrote you in our letter per Ponsbome and 
Admiral II a/ton of the 24th of March the woollens received last season were 
put up to sale the 1st May and we took the same oppor 

'**7 tunitv of putting up the copper lead and Un the accounts 

sales whereof come numbers in the packet the medium price on the sales 
on the several aru les appear in the price current transmitted herewith 

22. In vour General Letter of the 24th of December the reasons arc 
assigned for our being supplied with 100 tons of lend onl\ on which wc must 
take the liberty to remark that this article is wanted for 
8th Para other purpose* besides military store* hut supposing tliat 

quantity to he sufficient for the occasions of this Presidency the less sent out 
to us will cause the greater importation by the French and Dutch h\ whose 
means the country powers can get themselves supplied and to whom a larger 
profit will consequently accrue by the sale thereof We therefore hope these 
considerations will induce you to supply us as heretofore. 

23 Our indents for 1768 wait upon you by this ship made out in the 
most explicit manner as you have been pleased to direct, and wc arc to request 
they may he fully complied with more especially the medicines military 
stores and such other articles as are required for the use and occasions of the 
settlement the supplies hitherto sent being by no means equnl to the demand. 
\our Fumpcant in general especially civilians and officers arc now liecomc 
so numerous and the quantity required so much beyond what wc have hitherto 
l>een futnt hed with that all ranks of men would have suffered beyond con 
ception if wc had not purchased to a very considerable amount and at a 
\cr\ extravagant price medicines from the French Dutch Danes and the 
officers of your ships Wc beg lease also to recommend that all compound 
medicines l>c sent from Apothecaries Hall as those lately received arc much 
complained of 

“M Neither hats nor shoes for our military can lie procured from the 
captains or officers of the ships both these articles arc absolutely necessary for 
the prescnation of the mens healths and we must therefore beg leave to 
rrprii our wishes of being supplied with them 

25 The Madnra wine received this season by the Pntanwa turns out 
serv well much superior to that sent out la t year a distribution thereof 
amongst the end and military servants ai this Presidency has l»cen settled 
at the usual alliance for further particulars we l>cg leave to refer to the Import 
W arthou e keeper s report which comes a numlier in the packet 

Vi On the armal of the Fignf wc shall make a inal of the vidnnia wipe 
and repott the sme with all the p-animlars you have required hr the first 
opportunity 

2* In our letter of the 24th March we acquainted too of our having 
limned the price of necn arirs Imported from Tumpr to put a stop to the 
cxorl itani prices demanded for them by fhr commanders and officers of the 
J-timpe ships nr arr more and morr tominced if the neves ity tf ueh a 
regulation and that n might !*c the mo r rfTertiialK earned into execution 
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this year we put the sale of die several articles under the direction of a steward, 
one of your covenanted servants who purchases the several arncles from the 
captams and officers for wluch purpose he is advanced money out of the 
tieasury and distributes diem occasionally to such persons only as may want 
them for their own immediate use to prevent their being monopolized and 
retaded again at an exorbitant advance and he is directed to charge 10 per 
cent on the ongmal cost of the several articles m Europe to indemnify the 
Company for any loss by damage, leakage, or wastage To this practice it 
has been greatly owing that so many European vagabonds have been able to 
maintain diemselves at Calcutta and even so as to live with splendour and 
affluence 

28 The large supplies of treasure sent from hence to Canton for some 
years past and die last season m particular will we hope fully convmce you 
that the utmost attention has been paid to your repeated injunction for the 
support of that important branch of your trade We have empowered the 
gentlemen at Madras to draw upon us without limitation until January next, 
and we are purcliasmg all the bullion diat comes mto the place on the most 
moderate terms for our next consignment which we hope will be equal to diat 
of last year if we do not receive advice from die gendemen at Canton to the 
contrary, who we are informed have a very large quantity on hand 

Thirdly of investments 


29 By the Loul Camden we acquainted you of our hopes diat die invest- 
ment piovidmg this season would not fall short of fifty lacks The utmost 
attention has been paid to the improvement of the different assortments of 
the different clodis and at the end of the year we shall as usual transmit to 
you our remarks on the whole 

30 In consequence of our resolution to enlarge your mvestment as much 
as possible m every branch Mr Graham, the Resident at Midnapore, advised 

us he should be able to encrease the provision at that 
29 September factor)^ forty thousand rupees We therefore advanced him 
that sum on the merchants engaging to deliver the goods by the end of 
February 

31 In May last the gendemen at Cossimbuzar informed us diat the 
excessive droughts last season had destroyed the greatest part of die mulberry 

shrubs, whereby die farmers were deprived of large 
20 May quantities of dieir worms, for want of proper nourishment, 

which they apprehended might prove a detriment to your silk investment, 
but we have the pleasure to advise you diat they have already dispatched to 
us goods to the amount of ten lacks of rupees and we flatter ourselves we 
shall before the dispatch of die latter ships receive from six to seven lacks 
more 


32 On the receipt of youi orders dns season concerning the next year's 
mvestment, the necessary directions w r ere immediately sent 
to the subordinates and different aiirungs to take the 
earliest means for the provision of dieir respectne goods 
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33 The opinion you entertained of the appointment of junior servant* 
to the minings cxpcnencc has shewn was but too justly founded Tlicir 

misconduct his been the source of i number of compbints 
26 without my advantages to the provuton of your investment. 

Sensible of this before the receipt of vour orders we came to the resolution 
of recalling them in May last and ha\c appointed gomastahs at the aurungs of 
heerpoy HurrypaH and HarryaiL Buddaul atirutig being contiguous to 
MaukJa we have thought it most eligible to annex it to thit Residency and 
it w now under the direction of Mr BarwUl your Resident there. 

34 At the Mine time that we have. judged it advisable to put the invest 
ment at die aurttngs under the inspection of gomastahs we arc sufiiauitly 
apprized of the necessity that some method should he devised to keep them 
under comroul and tlni you may be assured shall be properly attended to 

35 It is with concern we observe that our having been under the ncee* 
Mty of suspending the provision of your investment at Dacca and Cossim 

buzar in May 1764 should be considered by you as a measure 

CenL l jc prciudiaal to your intcrcsL On a review of the state of 

IVct 1763 para lo * * _ J , , ... 

your allairs at that penod it appears that vse were obliged 

lo divert the funds intended for the investment to the support of the army in 
the field when everything was at stake and on which the very being of the 
Company * artair* in Bengal then depended. 

36 We hope there is no need of repeating our assurances that our !hm 

endeavours shall lie exerted for the extending and im 
Wo jura lR proving vour investment which wall now become a branch 
of mi much importance and we shall take care as vnu have been pleased to re 
commend to confine a* far as possible within the arde of our own possession' 

37 The Committee of /Innings in June last reported to us that the muster 
cloth from SantipoTc mining turned out so very Ixad Iwth m quality and 

price that there was no prospect of making any purchase* 
^ J unc there this *ca*on with advantage to the honlile Company 

\Sc theref we came to a ttrolution of cncrcaung the investments at kcerpoy 
ami Hurrypaul and to suspend any further purchases at Santiporc atirtwg 
until we could discover the true cauw: of these complaint* for which purpose 
we directed Me* rs Hawkin' and Dchport to proceed thither in order to 
make the strictest enquiry into the same 

33 The gentlemen at Chittagong have experienced some dinhadtic* in 
their juirchaurs of the r/mhe a ba flaps from the great increase of price given 
for this a diriment of cloth bv the French at Jugdea 
Imt notwithstanding theM: impediment* we hope they 
will not lall idwrt of tour orders 

Out *aUprtrt investment tins seawn w»tli what remained tn our 
pdmvn of the Iasi war* prim ton will we reckon amount to alxrtit <rttc 
hundrnl ami fiftetn thmi'and maumb of thl we luve 
ur 3 agreed to set apart Sl/Kd maunds for the supply of the 

Dutch and IMno tnaumb for the French and have come t« the resolution 
of sending the following supplier to the otlict iwt> presidencies tizf 



28 NOVLMMR 1766 


447 


lo Madras 

fni tin use of the settlement 
for 3 ships to Euiopc 


To Bond). iv 

foi the use of the settlement 
for 3 ships to Europe 


Mds 

5.000 

12.000 


17,000 


3.000 

15.000 


18,000 


and wt shall lade on boaid the live ships intended to be 
dispatched from lienee 22,000 m.iunds 


40 \Yc shall he careful that the quantity of opium required foi your 
imestment shall he pioudcd before any purchases .ire suffered to be made by 
your sen ants on prnatc account The gentlemen at 
J unL Fort Marlbro’ ha\e indented this season for fifty chests only 

with which they will be supplied by the earliest opportunities 


41 A particular statement of the old outstanding balances which have 
been regularly accumulating since the first appointment of gomastahs to die 
c tunings for the prowsion of your investment made up to the 24th instant 
comes a number in the packet We hope it will appear to you that our 
cndeaiours ha\c not been wanting to collect .is many of them as possible and 
w'e further flatter oursehes with being able to recover the greatest part thereof 
The sum still outstanding on this account being C Rs 57,481-15-9 is included 
in the abstract of the aiming transactions, to which we beg leave to refer 
you for .in account of the very large advances made out this season for the 
provision of your investment, the receipt of the returns, and the amount 
outstandmg 


Fourthly of the trade of India, transactions with European powers, country 

government &c 


42 The observations and orders contained in your lettei dated the 19th 
of February with respect to the inland trade m salt, betefnut and tobacco, 
having been taken into consideration by the Select Com- 
v.ons e>cp mittee, the advices relative thereto will be communicated 
to you from diat department to which we beg leave to refer 


43 It shall ever be our care to avoid disputes with the Dutch and we 
wish we could inform you they were equally well disposed We affirm drat 
they never enjoyed such advantages in Bengal as they do 
31 March 1757 at present but nevertheless they are continually im- 
portuning us with frivolous complaints We may also 
observe that the representations both from the Dutch and French are made 
m such general terms that we are not furnished with sufficient fights to effect 
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a pcnuni) Me have therefore informed them that when die) am mirk out 
to us any real grievances they may depend on having all die 
l T May satisfaction in our power in short we cannot but be of 

triune. opinion that Iwth Dutch and French follow an old trite 

maxim practised by the former time out of mind that of 
complaining widiout cause to present cause being given of complaint. 

44 The Dutch hate lately laid claim to a ptccc of ground at Ballasore 
that was occupied by our Resident. From the informations obtained by hu 

means it is far from being dear that they hare any 
- 1 JdfT nght thereto but we thought it a matter of too hide 

: *' 3t consequence to become the subject of dispute and therefore 

irdcrcd it to be delivered up to them 

45 In consequence of the llih article of the late treaty of peace M Law 
has been put in possession of such ground as the) heretofore held in Chuprah 

... , binehia Futwah and Poncrack in the province of Bahar 

II September Orders have also been given lo our commissary to deliver 

13 October up to diem a small piece of ground die) formerly possessed 

at Begum Serah near Patna but the act Ins not >ct passed as the 
commissar) on the part of die trench has objected to ihc manner m vtldch 
it is to be worded and sap diat he waits the orders of M. Law before he 
can sign it. 

4<>. The Frcncli liave aho laid claim to a spot of land dtcy pretend 
to have posseted at the beginning of the year 1749 at Goualpari on the 
road from Dacca to iWam and to another in the province of Chittagong 
m answer to whieli we have acquainted \l Law tliey cannot be put in posses 
mm thereof untdl proof* can be produced of their having actually enjoyed 
them in 1749 

47 Under the second head we have mentioned the portions of salt petre 
allotted die Duieii and French this season die former arc dissatisfied with 
^ the share sei apart for them allcdgmg u is iniudlaem for 

their octa urns and would prove to us that it is reasonable 
and cxptaicd by their employers dial they should enjoy ihc same privileges 
in dut branch with ourselves. We luve replied dial it is both reasonable and 
equitable they should hear a part with us to supply the Trench who arc equally 
entitled with them to a pTojvoriion of this article. Me liave lioncvcr assured 
them that if at the end of the season we can sjiarc them a further quantity 
wuhiml distressing ourselves the\ may dcjxnd on iL 

4H In our address per / oust o me and I dmiru! If uSm u dated die 24d» 
March last we gave the exj lunation you required with respect to the com 
plaints made by die Ihmh on die subject of their ojnuin 
trade Tim branch will hrrcafirr lw regulated and con 
ducted through the channel rf the cmminr gi vemment at wluch die Duub 
ate in w tne degree alarmcil IcM ilwv should n< t have inthicmc enough to 
procure the spiatmtv require*! for their ossa ums But we have assured them 
tlut we shall uve our influence with the govimmciii for their Ixrng supplinl 
w»di this article at the tame rates dial are paid by yinir servants that they 
may have ru tauie io complain 



28 NOVEMBER 1766 


449 


49 We acquainted you by the Lord Camden of the death of the Nabob 
Najum-ul Dowla on the Sdi of May and of Ins bemg succeeded in the 

subadarry by Ins next biothei Syf-0 Dowlah The treaties 
p Do^ subsisting between the late Nabob and the Company have 

13 Do been ratified and confirmed and a new one entered into 

2 June with the Nabob Syf-0 Dowlah 1 which has been executed 

' 1)0 in four copies, one of winch makes a number m dns packet 

50 Immediately after die dispatch of the Ponsborue and Admiral 
Watson m March, Lord Clive and General Carnac set out for the city to 
settle a plan for the collection of the revenues and for odier purposes of winch 
you mil no doubt recene advice from the Select Committee Soon after the 
arrival of Ins Lordship and of die General at Mootagheel we received a letter 
from them and Mr Sykes acquainting us diat the two Scats, sons of those who 
were cut off by Cossnn All Cawn 2 on account of their attachment to the English 
Company had laid before them a clann amounting to between fifty and sixty 
lacks of rupees, tlnrty of which having been lent to the zemindars, they did not 
dunk die Government answerable for, but diat their claim of twenty one lacks 
lent to the Nabob Meer Jaffier for the suppoit of Ins and die English army, 
they were of opinion was just and reasonable , howevei, as it would be incon- 
sistent with equity now that the revenues of the country are appropriated to 
the Company to expect diat the Nabob should pay the whole, they proposed 
that the said sum should be discharged by the Company and die Nabob m 
equal payments within the space of ten years vizt one lack of rupees each per 
annum for die first nine years and one lack and a half each for the tenth or 
last year We could not but acquiesce m the justness of this proposal and 
make no doubt but you will approve the same 

51 The grand poonah was held at Mootagheel the 29th April last when 
Ins Excellency the late Nabob sat as Nazim and die Right Hon’ble the Presi- 
dent on behalf of the Company as Duan 

52 We ha\e the pleasure to mform you that Sujah Dowlah discharged 
three months before it became due, his obligation to the Company for 50 
lacks of rupees agreeably to the treaty concluded at Allahabad die 16th 
August 1765 Although in the treaty no particular specie of rupees is speci- 
fied, the Nabob has paid twenty seven lacks m sunnaut rupees, which carry 
the highest bat la of any m Ins dominions, and the Company by that means 
and receiving the remainmg twenty three laaks m siccas have ginned an advan- 
tage of one lack and fifteen thousand sonnaut rupees, a particular statement 
of the said obligation shewing the times and manner of payment appears on 
the face of our Consultations 

53 The inconveniences pointed out m your General Letter of the 24th 
December attending the rise and fall of batta m die different species of rupees 
in this country are very obvious and we shall take the first opportunity of 
consulting widi die ministers at the city upon the means of applying an 
effectual remedy , in the meantime, we hope those inconveniencics will be 
obviated m a great measure by the gold currency we have endeavored to estab- 
lish, the plan whereof appears m a separate paper which comes a number in 
the packet The said new currency having had die sanction of the Nabob and 
his ministers, the order for establishing it had been proclaimed throughout the 

Vol IV— 29 
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provinces and wc hope i hide nine will rctoncvic it to the native* A const 
dcrablc quantity of this coin has already been issued from the mint and 
v. c arc endeavoring to introduce it both in our cml and military departments, 

54 y our remarks respecting the mmt hare bern communicated to our 
Assay Master who will by the next opportunity furnish you mth such obterra 
lions as have occurred to him m the progTew of that 
tjenk lac. 19th jj U Hncc hj S new regulations. The coins sent to Luropc 
c 1 to be assayed at the Tower arc indiscriminately taken from 

the different species and wc must in justice to Mr Campbell our present Assay 
Master assure you that his conduct in the management of your mint has 
been to our enure approbiuon 

5a The preventing die country powers from being supplied with small 
inns and military stores is now become an object of very serious consequence 
but although every precaution to that end has been taken 
- -5 Au£v»i on our pjjyj nol effectually remedied at wc 

find rite* still make thar way to Agra and into Sujah Dow labs country by 
means of the Moraiuxa who arc furnished with large quantities from the 
Malabar Coast We have therefore recommended to the consideration of 
die gentlemen at Bombay the falling on some means to prevent the same. 

56 The country government seconding our endeavors to put a slop to 
tlu importation of military stores a quantity lately brought on a Danish ship 

was stopped by the Phoii-dar of Hughly in consequence of 
i September that order* on which the Right Honorable the President 
recused a hi ter from the Governor of Fredcncknagorc informing him these 
lures Jut! l>ecn indented for long before the order was issued for prohibiting 
*0 ix ober thar safe and representing that it would therefore be a 

r hard hip if the Danish Company were to incur the loss of 

them whereupon to prevent ihcir falling into improper hand wc determined 
io purchase them upon vour account 

57 Being of opinion that u would be of gTcat use to ihe public if wc 
e mid Ixr supplied with firs from the Batca country by means of the met 

WViotwr Gundwc which empties itself into the Gauge* opposite 

* Patna nc luvc appointed Mr Drv7 one of your servants 

upon that trvnc who ha dirceuons ai the same time to obtain every possible 
information of the jttodutc of that country 

Ft fifth of fortifications buddings and revenues 


^ live adder* of Captain Martin Chief Ijtgineer comes a number m 
dti packet giving an account of the present state of the New tort Wc see 
with concern die tnormmi exjxrm.cs incurred he tin work and arc endeavour 
ing to fi\ on a plan for t >mpletmg ihe same with more expedition and a lav 
charge dun lu Iwctt the cjm: hitherto and In whieh wc have rrawm to »u pcct 
that too inanv abux* have Iwrcn committed 

$*> Laptun Martin ha* addrowrd the Hoard m answer to the remark 
Htru have l>rcn i^ca ed to male hi* letter to you under date the l*t 
December 1761 a topv whereof males a number tn ihi* paclcr 
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60 In consequence of the orders contained in the 23rd paiagrapli of 

your commands of the 24th Decembei, we have ordered 
22 August the office of Supeimtendant of the Bricks to be abolished 

and that business m futuie to be conducted by the Committee of Works 

61 In conformity also to your orders for abolishing the allowances to 
die Supermtendant of die .Roads, we have resolved diat you shall not be put 
to any fuidiei charge on diat account, at the same tmie we must beg leave to 
represent to you the great utdity of this office contributing as well to the 
convenience of travellers as to the health of the inhabitants, and therefore 
we hope this matter will agam merit your consideration , m the meantime the 
charge of a surveyoi will be defrayed by the inhabitants from the additional 
ground lent they have agreed to pay for that purpose 


62 Your directions for postponing the budding of a church until eveiy 
other building be completed shall be duly attended to, however, we could 
have wished to have had your permission for constructing a convenient place 
of pubhc worship which we think essential towards a reformation of the 
morals of die individuals of dns settlement, the present building m use for that 
purpose not bemg able to contain a quarter part of the European inhabitants 


63 Taking into consideration the great mconveniency attending the want 
of a proper hospital for our mditary, the present one bemg only a temporary 
building m the old fort prejudicial to die inhabitants from 
29 September lts sltuatlon m the midst of die town and destitute of die 
needful accommodations, we haie determined on having a commodious one 
erected and have given directions for a proper spot to be fixed upon for that 
purpose 


64 The present burial ground bemg situated m the middle of the town, 

has, we have reason to beheve, contributed gready to its 
bemg unhealdiy, we therefore mtend to remove it to a 
distant «nd convenient spot 

65 The house occupied by the Import Waiehouse Keeper having been 
surveyed and reported to be m a ruinous condition, has been disposed of and 

we have been obliged to purchase m lieu thereof one 
^TunJ situated opposite the burying ground and near the River 

June with large and substantial godowns for ARs 30,000 The 

proper offices m die New Fort notwithstanding our utmost endeavouis bemg 
not as yet begun, reduced us to the necessity of making this purchase 


66 The obelisk at Patna erected to the memory of the unhappy gentle- 
men who suffered there by the cruelty of Cossirn Ah Cawn m 1763 is the only 
monument that has been erected at your expense , those for Admiral Watson 
and Major Adams, although orders did pass foi dieir bemg erected in our 
Consultations the 18th June and lOdi September, were notwidistandmg budt 
at die expence of those estates 

67 In consequence of your orders we transmit m this packet a plan of 
the obelisk erecting at Patna which described its present state and what 

remains yet to complete it according to die original plan 
29 September We find 

it has already cost 56,000 rupees and to complete 
it m stone would require 15 or sixteen diousand more, we have therefore 
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directed us lictng finished in brick work, the expense whereof according to an 
ouniatc transmuted us, will not exceed four thousand rupee* and we shall 
l>c careful not to erect any monuments m future without tout permission being 
first obtained. 

6y The Resident it Mtdnaporc having set fordi tlic necessity of having 
a magazine in the fort we hare permitted one to be erected 
b October an d <k rcclc d , t i D be done with the strictest economy 

69 Thinking tt would be more for die advantage of the Company to let 
out to rent die 15 Dees without the Moratta Dttch dmn to keep them in our 
own hands which was attended with much expense we 
9 J onc determined to make the trial dicy were according!) put 

up to sale and let out from May 1766 to Ma\ 1767 for rupees 30,050 which 
v> between 9 and IdJWQ rupee* more d\an the collection* amounted to the 
preceding year 

>0 1W an account of the /ewsmlmnd > or new measurement of pan of 
die Calcutta Pergunnah' lately delivered in by the Collector it appears that 
the rent of them for die present )car clear of all charges 
> vpicmbcr amounts to steett rupees 6j6Zj070 which exceeds the last year * 
not h\ I04as and we hope a proportionable increase will arise from a re- 
nte tunnuni of the remaining pergunna* winch we hate ordered to be 
completed as won as possible 

t\ in our httcT of the 24th of March Last per Ponsfiorne and Adtntral 
H uljon we metuuined that in future the advice* relative to your revenue*- 
would Ik communicated to aou through the. channel of vour Proukm and 
Council but a the Select Committee bate not yet thought proper to transfer 
\nvT to u* the management of ihw branch we must again refer )ou to their 
advuc-v for inlortnauon on that subject 

l this and lJ»h of coxttiuul and military savants and accounts 

* y <J f diL twmtr three writer* vnu haw. been pleased to appoint for dd 

s ^ M.ttluncnt tlic ka t yeat Mr Kar and Mr Retton died on 

du pa »gt and Mr Fiurherhert soon after his arrival here 
du *thrr except those. in the Pigof arc armed and hue been stationed in the 
thtTcrent offices 

' Mr Howitt an<l Mr \\ vnne liavmg ixrvutcd their covenants diti 
jrr rciuriirr) bv tin btp Mr lhr<a whom vou liaic l>ccn pleaded to enter 
tam m the mil h l hail hem emptmed in your mthtarv >emcc notice has 
Iwvn gi'vn turn for Itts jjrjtotntmcnt and on Ins t >mmg to Calcutta the 
u tenant nit out f»r lum shall al*o Ik executed and returned 

4 Mr < (adwiti mentioned m die 45th jwragraph of vour (*cncral loTtcf 
»!it\d the Wih trtvravrv nmc mu a cadet and non -tel a Dcjnitv Pavniastcr 
*' *l ,c Ihigadr and a tin guitlemaii 1 h. 3T a vers favi raldr char liter 
wt l*rg leave u^ain 1 1 immcih with sou for Ins l>cing marvctl on v»mr Ji i 
v f it vemnud servants 

' *D*r 1 riu ti hi 1>ccn iinn mnu nlv unheaUhtr and we are *orrv 
t > inft tut \ rti hit earned nfl no Irs than >i\ of stmi servants IkvuIcs Mr \\m 
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Fitzhcrbcit already mentioned, vizi , Mr William Shewen a junior merchant, 
Mr James Ashburncr a factor, ,md Messrs John Savage, Robert Burford, 
Risers Gnndall and John Majoribanhs, writers who came out the last year 

76 Tn our letter per Ponsbornc and Admiral Watson, we mentioned that 
Mr Russell s health had already been so much affected by his attention to 

the desk since his arrival here as to give us little hopes of 
Wt March his being able ro continue long in the Secretary’s employ, 

accordingly after the dispatch of those ships he found himself under the 

necessity of resigning it and Mr Aldcrscy has succeeded him in the charge 
of that department 

77 Tn consequence of the resolutions of the Select Committee which 

IS Sc itcmb r ' vcr c laid before the Board the 18th September last, 

22 Do Mr Rumbold was admitted to a seat in Council' 1 next aftei 

Mr Russell 

78 We arc of opinion that the number of junior servants now' upon this 
establishment is quite sufficient for carrying on the business in the several 
departments, hut this w r c shall he the better able to judge of w'hen the offices 
are properly arranged, the regulating of which is now- under the consideration 
of the Committee of Inspection 

79 Copies of the 47th, 51st and 52nd paragraphs of your General Letter 
dated the 1 9th of February have been delivered to Messrs Plaisted, Plowman 
and Hunter with orders to the two last to pay obedience thereto 

SO Soon after your orders for Mr Hunter s return to Fort Marlbro’ had 
transpired, many of the principal inhabitants of the place represented to the 
Right Honorable the President the great service that gentleman had been of 
to the settlement in general by his knowledge and experience m his profession, 
sufficiently evinced by the success with which his practice had been attended 
during his residence in this part of India, that in particular his assiduity and 
diligence during the late unhealthy season had given the inhabitants in 
general a very favorable opinion of his skill in physic and made them 
anxious for his continuance at this Presidency who therefore solicited that if 
possible w'e might suspend the immediate execution of your orders and 
intercede in their name for his being permitted to remain on this 
establishment 


81 We are and shall at all times be extremely cautious of deviating in 
the least from your orders, especially m a case of this nature, as you have so 
repeatedly signified your disapprobation of persons being removed from one 
settlement to another without your leave previously obtam- 
13th October cc j ; at t j ie qame time we are so w r ell convinced of the cir- 
cumstances alleged in favor of Mr Hunter that we could not but regard the 
being deprived of his assistance as a real loss to the settlement We have 
therefore ventured to listen to the request of the inhabitants and in this ins- 
tance to suspend the execution of your orders respecting that gentleman until 
your further pleasure can be known 


82 Our being provided with able surgeons in this unhealthy part of 
India being a matter equally interesting to the public service and to indivi- 
duals, Mr Rutlege who came out last season with free merchant’s indentures, 
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who 1 * well recommended for his knowledge m that profeuton ha* been enter 
mined by us a mpemumenrv »urgcon on this establishment and we hope he 
will be confirmed by you a* *uch. 

83 After the loss of the Falmouth Mr Symmond* the surgeon of that 
ship nnd Mr Four hi* mate made application to be cm 
28 l u1 ? plowed as surgeon & mates at this settlement their request 

has been complied with in consequence of your permission signified m the 
2f>th paragraph of vour commands dated the 26th April 1765 

M The surgeon* permitted to come to Bengal thi* season *hall he 
appointed to the first vacancies in the order you have been pleased to direct, 

85 In out letter by the Lord Camden vrt ga\c an account of the extra 
ordinary combination the officers of our army had entered into to force us 
to the necessity of restoring their double bntta which had been taken off from 
Ut Jantiarv last and of our having with much difficulty and perseverance dts 
appointed that pernicious scheme which bad it succeeded might have liccn 
attended with the most fatal consequence* to your affair* We nt the mme 
time mentioned the information that had Ixrm lodged against Tt Colonel 
Sir Rolicrt Fletcher as a principal instigator of that dishonorable association 
tn consequence of which he had been put under an arrest Tint several other 
« fikrts wrre to l>c tried for mutiny and disoliediencc of orders nnd that 
Captain Stamforth was likewise to take hi* inal for hating utteTed threaten 
mg expressions against the life of Lord Give 

86 It is with tlic utmost concern and astonishment we find that proof* 
have fnllv appeared of Sir Robert Fletcher* having not only connived at lnit 
even jtmmnted the military combination tn consequence of which he has hem 
cashiered and proceed to Fngland on this ship. 

87 The other courts martial having been al«o concluded copies thereof 
arc transmit led in the packet for vour more particular information 

88 The officer* who had thrown up their commissions in the late associa 
non being ordered down to Calcutta we came to the resolution or sending to 
England such of them as appeared to have been the most active in it and 
auortlinglv gave notice to five of them Messrs Dufficld Rol>crt<on Wilding 
Skinner and Vetne to prepare for embarking b\ the first opportunity When 
ihc f widen was under dispatch In August we repeated the notice to 
Mr DnflirUl and Mr Robertson who gave us for answer in a remonstrance 
setting forth that thev should Ik- greativ distressed if driven to the necessity 
of leaving the place Iwforc thev could settle their alTam and therefore dcclar 
mg that thev nmlil not tnmplv with our orders for embarking on Iroartl that 

hip 

89 Apprehen i'c that we would not thus permit them to baffle our 
autln ntv ami that we were determined (as we had intimated to them) that 

Sew ntr tVvmt fl,r nri ^ cr ' *f *»Umgh? sulwnmcvl to IvowUl Ik oiveted 
vptr m ^ w n thev each delivered m a protest declaring m 

respm tide f r the comrqu cnees of enfnning their return 
to f umpc Mr ItrhcTtsjm at the umr time representing that the 1H state of 
ht health wt uUl not admit of |m making such a voyage without endangering 
Id hfe llvat we might Ik- in n v doubt h »*r far this a sniwvn was ftmndrd tn 
truth we thmital tmr ptmnj vl surj \% ns to visit him who rrpoftrvl to u 
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their opinion that they did not apprehend there could be any objection to his 
going on hoard of ship on account of his health 

90 As a dernier resort those gentlemen thought proper to shut 
themschcs up m their houses and barricade their doors These means they 
concluded would effectually secure them from the civil power, and as to 
martial law they defied it, because they had been pleased to resign their com- 
missions and would therefore no longer be considered as military men A 
guard was however appointed to apprehend them with strict orders not to force 
doors or windows hut to watch an opportunity of seizing them with as little 
violence as possible Messrs Dufficld and Robertson suspecting the measures 
we would pursue, had it seems laid in such stock of provisions as would serve 
them till the time we should be obliged to dispatch the Camden In this 
situation therefore they continued during sctcral days when having obtained 
information or conjecturing that the ship had sailed, they opened their doors, 
came forth were apprehended by the guard, and without delay sent to 
Madrass on board the Ann sloop which had been taken up for that purpose 
and properly prepared for their accommodation Our letter to that Presidency 
by the same conveyance requested they might be sent to Europe by the Lard 
Camden as charter party passengers and wc shall continue to send home such 
others of the officers concerned m the association as appear unworthy to be 
readmitted into the service Messrs Dufficld and Robertson at the time they 
had confined themselves in their house as mentioned in the preceding para- 
graph. addressed us as Justices of the Peace for redress against the measures 
of the President and Council The proceedings of the Bench of Justices on 
that occasion are transmitted in the book packet to winch we beg leave to 
refer 

91 Our proceedings on the occasion of the association are entered in a 
book apart from our other records and are transmitted by this ship, by which 
you will have a distinct view r of die whole 

92 To conclude, the contest which we have related seems to have been 
carried on with a design to try how far we could and would extend our 
authority, and as it is possible that these gentlemen on their arrival in England 
may commence a prosecution against us for having foiced them to leave the 
settlement and to proceed to Euiope, we take the liberty of claiming every 
necessary vindication and support from you, not doubting but you will observe 
that our measures m the course of this disagreeable affair have been entirely 
directed by our coolest reflexions, upon the true mterest and honor of the 
Company, the critical necessity of the times and our indispensable duty to our 
employers We must further entreat you to acquaint us as soon as possible 
how far and by what means we are authorized by law to proceed in cases of 
this nature Violent and sudden measures for the sending home a person 
who has your permission to reside in India as a free merchant, might be 
deemed oppressive, because the plea of reqtiirmg time to settle his mercantile 
concern seems fair and reasonable, yet it is necessary we should know to what 
time we may legally limit him Our authority to seize and send mstantly to 
England those who forming schemes to overset the Government, must be 
considered as incendiaries and conspirators against the Company, is we hope 
clearly legal, for if it be not the deficiency may one day or other prove the 
utter rum of all your affairs in the East Indies, 
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93 On cmr application to the free merchant* for their assistance on the 
late emergen c\ those whose name* arc inserted in the enclosed list were the 
onlv gentlemen who offered their services a* tome reward we shall indulge 
diem with the pmelcgc of a dustuck and agreeable to our promise we beg 
leave to recommend them as being worth v of appointments on your avd lut 
Mr Dvnclv and Mr Corsar have m particular requested to ha\c that faror 
conferred upon them 

94 \s the officers who came to our assistance from Madras had been 
drawn from distant gam<oni after one ot two day* warning onlv and were 
burned on board ship immediately on their amral at Madras without an 
opportunity of disposing of their baggage or bringing n with them by which 
means they were almost entirely unprovided of ever) necessary of life and 
even of the means of supplying themselves here we thought some considcra 
non due to officers under such circumstance-* who had shewn a real for yrnir 
service on so pressing an emergency and therefore agreed that a thousand 
rupees should be paid to each captain and 500 to each subaltern which we 
hope vrdl meet with your approbation 

95 The officers saved from the Falmouth being in n verv distressed 
situation we made them the same allowance ns to those from the Coast and we 
also advanced WO R>. io Mr llnghc a writer of last season who came out in 
that hip and lost all that he had on lioarcL 

96 It is evident (rom the rue and progress of this combination that the 
gentlemen of the army paid particular attention to the letter of the Mutinj 
Ait and hoped **o far to avail themselves of the loo obvious intention of 
Parliament a* to evade that just seventy of punishment which martial law 
mint upon such an occasion in any mher country have unavoidably inflicted 

T In thi preamble to the \ct a contract is expressly mentioned as one 
f thr obligations necessary for subjecting an officer e'en in pay to the rule* 
and mules of war and we doubt not but you will sec the expediency of exact 
mg nth a contrail from all officers who in future mar engage them*ches m 
v nr service 

9s (mild we with prnpnctT animadvert upon the semcncrs pa<*ed Inr 
tlic late i mrt martial we should be inclined to oltscrve flint the memlicrs 
Vjurai thcin*ehcs must have consulerctl the defect we have 

tarxrrtupjT 4 mentioned a plea on liehalf of the prisoners which 

whether urged or not would render their proceedings had in law and which 
ImhiI<! therefor* direct their judgment to the side of merer even against the 
fullesr i mull >n of the guilt of the jurtirs Our apprehensions of creating 
an over Tenderness of tins nature added to the danger of intonating to the 
armv at v» critical a juncture our doubt tint without a contract no officer wa< 
amenable 1 1 a imhrarv a urt determined u to jenstponr carrying into cxecu 
U m our rr*ohitH>n i f the 9th of June ttll thr wntrmcs should Ik* j*a «ed and 
v *ur « finer therrhv o minted that the condition of their service imperfect 
a thrv might u jK-ct them to Ik* hould cv j* we them etptallr with the com 
m rfi *< I bet t the jun*ditiu n t r at lea i to the sentence of q c» urt martial 

99 Tier r impediment* l*cing now removed »r have witlmut difficulty 
« trrdrd in obtaining fr m every officer a contract to serve three rrar and 
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not c\cn at the expiration of that pcuocl to resign without the consent of the 
Governor and Council or gmng twelve months notice of their intention 

100 As a mark of distinction dcclaratoiy of the confidence, we could 
safely repose in those few who did not engage in the dishonorable associa- 
tion, we have thought piopei to leave them at libeity to execute the contracts 
or not .is they pleased All the field officcis, howcvci, having chearfully set 
the example, the contract has been duly executed throughout the army 

101 An objection indeed has been started by some of tbe King’s half 
pav officers that anv obligation of service to the Company might possibly so 
fai displease His Majesty as to occasion their being struck off the half pay 
list a clause leleastng those gentlemen fiom their contract, in the case of 
their being ordered home by the King, would have been inserted bad we not 
considered that no half pay officer can enter into your service without the 
King’s permission, that such permission would be of no effect did it not convey 
to the officer the power of availing himself of it by serving tbe Company ujion 
those conditions which the Mutiny Act has described, and which it rests with 
the Court of Directors to exact and that any such releasing clause might carry 
with it an implication that were it omitted the Company would or could 
detain the King’s officers in their service though His Majesty should be pleased 
to lecall them to lus own 

102 We arc moreover credibly informed that at the end of the late war 
and likewise the former in 1748 when the King permitted the ensigns of his 
regiments then in the East Indies to enter your scivicc, it was expressly men- 
tioned in a lcttci from the Secretary at War to the Commander-in-Chief here 
that those ensigns “after they should have complcatcd then contract with the 
Company” and produced certificates of their good behaviour should be ad- 
mitted to half pay on His Majesty’s establishment This circumstance the 
truth of which may he readily known by application to the War Office is a con- 
vincing proof that the King takes it for granted even his own officers when 
they enter into your service, arc to be bound to serve you by contract m order 
that they may be subject to those articles of war which His Majesty hath 
been pleased by authority of Parliament to make for the government and 
discipline of your forces 

103 We beg leave, however, to observe that as the objection seems to 
have arisen merely from punctilio and not from the desire of a power to 
commit offences with impunity, w'c shall perhaps not think it material to con- 
test the point until your pleasure be known 

104 A copy of the general form of contract which has been adopted is 
herewith sent, and it remains with you to establish any other that you may 
judge more properly applicable to the evil it is intended to remedy The 
present one is only to be looked upon as an expedient but as we can here devise 
no better means of securing in the army a submission to the rules and articles 
of war, we shall not fail to continue it till ymur superior judgment shall have 
suggested an amendment unless some obhgation of service be msisted on 
We apprehend that the gracious intention of the legislature is frustrated and 
you preserve the authority to maintain an army without accepting the privi- 
lege of enforcing discipfinc by martial law We therefore flatter ourselves 
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ron will with all possible dispatch transmit to u* printed forms of inch con 
tracts as vou mar determine shall be executed in future by all officer* whom 
\ou mar appoint in England or who may receive commission in India 

105 As a proof that the cmlnn* espoused the cruse of the military in 
their htc attempt to ovcrulc our authority we need only refer to two anony 
mnu* letter* intercepted which arc entered on the face of 
our Consultations the one written by Mr Gnndall to Lieut. 
Farmer the other by Mr Higginscm to Ensign Robertson 
and who upon the discovers were immediately suspended from the service 
Such a conduct vn* the more flagrant and unpardonable on the part of 
Mr Higginson acting m the public station of Sub Secretary which ought to 
base insured his attachment to the Company instead of suffering him to be 
concerned in promoting disscntions of so evil a tendency and he was one of 
the last persons we should have suspected as he had distinguished himself by 
a diligent attention to business and ever before bore a favorable character We 
arc induced from these circumstance* to impute his htc misconduct rather to 
indiscretion and the levity of youth dunng the htc inflamed state of this settle* 
ment than to a worse motive and as he seems much affect cd by so public a 
mark nf disgrace we arc vet solicitous for hi* welfare and l>cg leave to submit 
his case to your consideration at the same time to intercede with you for 
having his suspension removed In the conviction of his being now fully 
sen tide of his error and will approve himself deserving of such favor 
Mr f rindall the author of the oilier anonymous letter is *lncc dead as 
mentioned in the 75th paragraph 

UV> A compfeat list or officer* now doing dim in the different brigades 
comes a numlier in the packet shewing such as have lieen readmitted into 
the service and the officers from Madras who have been detained on this 
establishment 

10/ The covenants concerning presents that have beta executed by yaur 
<»ul and mihnn servants since those sent home by the Krul and CrrnvtWr 
arr forwarded In tins ship of whom also a list is enclosed 

103 1-nrd Clive in a letter to the board from Mootaghcel dated the Rth 
\prd la i informed us of his intention to appropriate a legacy of 5 HaVs of 
ruj*cc* Itcijueaihctl to liim hv the Nabob Mcer JafficT as a fund for the relief 
id the nJT>crr< and private mm who havr nr mav l>ecnmc Invalids in the 
t-ompanv scn,e e and the widows of such a« may lose their lives in it 
unir* die t impanv should think proper to claim and prove a nght to the 
amc under the new covenants. His Isird lnp also proposed that the 
President and (initial of Fort William should lie perpetual trustees for the 
appropriation of this fund tn India and the Court of Directors In England 
in') As wr do not conceive such a legacy tn Ik* prohibited bv the cove 
nani we acquainted his Ivwd hip m answer tint we should ebearfally arrqn 
^ ( the honnt he mtmdctl us m acting as trusters on thi« oc<a 

M«n anti as die regulations finallv cm abb hlng this noble 
in motion mu i test eniirrlv with hi Dud hij we have nothing further to 
observe than that l/»nl line hv so generous an in»taner of In ihunirrcstnl 
nr» and /calosu attachment to the h mor anti welfare of die O mpanv ha 
r»> ntnl t > Vi nt fi tee the • nlv advanupr wlirrun they have huhrttf l*en 
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inferior to any in the known woild, and thereby ensured to you, a succession 
of the bravest and most honorable men and officers 

1 10 The Committee of Inspection have gone through the examination 
of all the offices and employs at this settlement m which the accounts have 
been methodized and many other regulations introduced for conducting them 
on a propci plan in future, which we shall take care are properly adhered to 
A eompleat sett of then proceedings arc transmitted by this ship to which we 
beg lca\c to refer 


111 In consequence of a proposal made by the Committee of Inspection, 
we ha\ e gn en orders for the Old Fort to he converted into a custom house and 
to have two piers erected at the waterside for the conve- 
mcncc of landing and shipping of merchandize There 
arc some apartments in it that will serve for a cottah to which use they will 
he appropriated 


112 The oiders you have been pleased to give in your letter of the 19th 
February lcspccting the adjustment of sc\cral heads in your General Books 
were anticipated by the Committee of Inspection when they h id the Accompt- 
ant’s Department under consideration 

1 13 The balances appearing to he due from John Cooke, Adrian 

Bisdom, William Watts, Coja Wannis, Rajah Tilluckchund, 
so October have been demanded of then respective agents whose 

answers are not yet received 


114 The heads of expedition against the Dutch and indemnification 
Ibid received from them have been adjusted and closed 


115 Messrs Bellamy and Maplctoft stand indebted to the Company upon 
the General Books Current Rs 2,970-4-0 being the amount of an interest note 
paid them for which they no where appear credited On this occasion the 
Sub Accomptant has remarked that a bond of the same jjrmcipal and date 
remains upon balance under the head of Ramchund for payment whereof no 
application has ever been made although it was paid into the Company’s 
cash before the troubles, and the strictest enquiry having been made after 
him and his family, neither of whom can be found, it is probable the said 
bond was the property of Messrs Bellamy and Mapletoft by endorsement 
We request therefore your orders whether on such a supposition the said debt 
may be transferred to the head of Ramchund 


30 June 
10 October 


116 In forming the adjustments with the books of the subordinates it 
appears that the sum of current rupees 10,91,989-1-6 has remained a part of 

the balance of Cossimbuzar factory since it was taken 
by Suraj'a Dowlah, instead of which it should have been 
wrote off to estimate of losses occasioned by the capture 
of Calcutta m 1756, and the factory have been credited for that amount but 
in regard to this we shall wait your directions 

117 The General Books of this Presidency you may be assured shall be 
regularly kept up and transmitted home annually accompanied with those of 
the subordinate settlements 


118 The considerable receipts of cash from the revenues you now enjoy, 
have already enabled us to pay off many of your bonds and to resolve to 
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discharge the whole as thca become due, except in some cases where the 
dcpcndancc and support of the parties is from the interest of small sums 
tn vnur cash which we have permitted to remain till the last payments or 
until vnur pleasure can be known 

1 19 The orders contained in )our letter of the 19th February concerning 
the reduction of salaries in the different employs have been duly attended to 

and took place from the 1st of September last and we 
\u£o«t shall be equally attentive to the instructions \ou ha\c been 

pleased to give that none of your servants out of Council he permitted in 
future to hold two gratuity places at the same time 

120 Although the greatest part of the writers remaining at the Prcii 
denev arc accommodated wath apartments in the New Fort it is utterly impos 
sihlc for them to subsist on their hare pay we therefore hope you wall permit 
the addition of rupees 40 to be continued. 

121 We ha\c in the 33rd paragraph mentioned the ncccssitv we were 
under of recalling the sen-ant* from the aurtmgs On examining the accounts 

of Mr Grueber who resided at the anning of Iluddaul we 
R \pnl I observed he had introduced an extraordinary charge of 

9-)00 rupee* for buddings he had erected there contran to our lca\c and the 
instruction* he had rcccircd on hi* appointment to that aurtnig We chcrc 
fort called upon him to refund the same which shall l>c rcgularh brought to 
wrnr credit 

111 The gentlemen at Ctmimburnr wrote to us in June last of ihdr 
Inung with much diflicultv examined and adjusted the accounts of 
kisicncntlce who had l»ecn employed a* drlnll on the 
o June pa rt of the Compam at flint factorv hut that b\ hi* 

idhini in keeping two or three set* of liooks at the same time their hoj>cs of 
d titling the whole of hi* frauds had been frustrated they however dt* 
i vered to the amount of rupees 10 454-8 lie had defrauded the Compam of 
ind nnnutlnicb demanded of him to refund the same and dismissed him 
fr *m hi office hut we ordered them to pursue their enquiries into his conduct 
md iniir there should Ik- a possibility of tracing am otlier frauds which thc\ 
wen to demand of him with interest on the whole and impose such a fine on 
bun as thrv should think hi* vdlainv might deserve 

114 On in jKtting the account of tht surgeon* with the different 
brigulc* it apjtcarrd the* had received 5 R per month more than was intended 
b\ the regulation* last \rar by the Select Committee the 
in \tj£« t *aul ct(fx « a ri , n g from the surgeons having drawn the 

soldiers all jwanre of half Inina which ought to have Ixrn brought to the 
credit of the C-ompnnv when the allowance of 18 R* to the surgeons per man 
hi c*tahli heel We therefore calletl upon them to refund the same which 
thev all c implied with after rrtnon t rating except Mr Rolvcrt Hunter who 
f r hi n< n<< mp! iance ha l>rcn di mt<*cd from vmr service 

P4 Wr have latelv rradr an alteram n in the regulations for victualling 
t fir »ick in girrison and the field fiv obliging each w Idler tr» p.i\ two ruj>ee* 
mi rr in vrnefed ca r> than for common disorder* In the 
Vg rr-tH-r f, rmcr case they par five and in tlie Latter three nip'-r* 
an 1 we hope the | tmi hmciit will jmt them more uj»>n their guard an I in 
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sonic HK.iMiic pi event the fatal cficcts oL th.it disorder which piovcs the des- 
truction of moie than one half who are lcccixcd into hospitals 


125 We .it the same tune took under our consideration the very great 
inequality of advantages between the head surgeons and the othci surgeons, 
and paiticularly the assistant surgeons whose pay and 
biptunbcr allowances are sc.ucc siifTieien t foi them to subsist upon, 
and who hv constant supci cession have little oi no piospeet of bettenng then 
conditions We that fore thought it equitable and lcsohed that the emolu- 
ments arising from the present stipulated allowances should be divided m 
the following manner To the head surgeon of each brigade '/ 3 rd, to the 
2nd smgeon l / 3 r d. and the remaining '/ 3 vt\ to .ill the othci suigcons and their 
assistants These icgulations weic ordered to take place fiom the 1st of 
Nov ember last and we beg leave to refer to the minutes of our Consultations 
foi further paiticulais 


126 Mr Alexander Grant having offered to contract foi supplying the 
army with draft and carriage bullocks for the year 1767 on the same terms as 
aie stipulated by the contract foi the present year and being eonwnced they 
are as low' as wc can in reason expect them to be reduced to, wc accepted his 
niopos.il and contracts have been executed accordingly 

127 Taking lately into consideration the present state of the army and 
the great expense inclined by maintaining so large a force not only for the 

defence and security but likewise for collecting the revenues 
18 August of the kingdoms of Bengal and Bahai, w'c were of opinion 

that the Company should only stand charged for such a part of the foices as 
aic necessary for the defence of their own fortifications and territorial 
possessions, and that the Go\ eminent should be charged with all die rest 
One of the brigades consisting of a lcgiment of nine companies of Europeans 
and of six battalions of sepoys, w r e deemed sufficient for the protection of the 
Company’s fortifications and districts of Calcutta, Burdwan, Midnapoic and 
Chittagong , and the 1st brigade was accordingly appointed to diat service, and 
if at any tune this brigade should be under the necessity of taking the field, 
in such case baita and all extraordinaiy cxpences incurred on that account are 
to be charged to the Government 

128 In consequence of this regulation w r e have ordered die disbursements 

of the aimy to be separated accordingly fiom the time the 

Company have been invested widi the dewanny of these 
provinces and a transfer to be made of those charges on the General Books 
from the 1st September 1765 to the 30di of April last 

129 The expences of the army whilst attending the King under the 
command of Colonel Smith are defrayed by His Majesty who has assigned 
over two lacks and ten thousand rupees for diat purpose 

130 That we may at all times be able to ascertain the expences incurred 
at tins settlement and make die necessary observations on the cause of dieir 
increasing or diminishing, monthly abstracts are constantly delivered in by 
the President and entered on our Consultations the last day of the succeedmg 
month At present w r e shall only add on this subject that we are sufficiendy 
apprized of the heavy expences that must of necessity be incurred at this 
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settlement and that you ma) be assured we shall always be attentive to keep 
than within the most moderate bound* and to retrench every unnecessary 
charge and this has ahead) been effected in man) instance* b) the Com 
raittce of Inspection. 

131 In the 67th paragraph of your General Letter dated the 24th 
December vou arc plea*«i to observe that die allowance of 6 rupees per da) 
each for three Resident* to expedite the letters between thj* Presidency and 
the coast of Coromandel is i heav) expense. Our communication with 
Madras b) tins means ha* already proved of great utdity and even the pre- 
servation of the Company s sudemenu may depend upon iL The reason 
Compaii) » sen ants arc not stationed at these Residcnacs is that the) have 
been hitherto employed on services where their attention is required cither 
to conduct or improve themselves in the knowledge of the Company* affairs 
hut when an) of them can be spared vour orders on Uns subject sliall be 
did) attended to 

132. The cxjvcnces incurred in our hospital on account of His Majesty* 
troop* in India arc preparing and shall be transmitted to you b) the next 
conveyance. 

1 33 We have appointed a committee to make a scrutiny into die over 

charges Mr Parker Hade) is supposed to have made whilst 

J UDC he acted as contractor to the arm) and into other matters 

of which vou have required an explanation in your letter of last season die 

Aoruu result of which we shall communicate in our next advice* 

134 Sueh other part* of your letters as have not been replied to m die 
course of this address have come under the conndcrauon of the Select Com 
notice from whom vou vnll no doubt have the necessary advices relative 
thereto 

135 Tltc Select Committee in their jiroccvding* Laid before the Board 
the 22nd Scptemlx.r communicated to us a proposal that had been made by 
the Right Honorable the President for restricting die future Governor* of Fort 
U ilham in points of irade and private interest a in consideration of tliear receiv 
mg 1 *dv pc* cent on die revenue's collected m the provinces of Bengal Baliar 
and Oriva excepting the revenues of die Company s own land* at Calcutta 
lhirdwan Mid n a pore and Chittagong This expedient was so evidently cal 
ciliated for the Ixmcfit of your affair* which are now become so extensive in 
tin pan of India that it could not but meet with our unanimous ajjproval 
in am equencc of winch the right honTlc the President did on the 1st of 
Octolier before the Mayor and Aldermen and in the most public manner take 
in oath and enter into a penalty Ixmd which had been prqwrcd on tin 
iK,ca u n and arc entered on our proceeding* 

Erg/if/i/v touching the charier 

IV Since our Jcttir per I’mnb rne and Admiral 11 alu n tlitcc vacantlr* 
luve licm otca u ned in the Mas or s Coun hv the death* of Mr John Browne 
and Mr I ctcr Calloptne and the alr<nec of Mr Arelnluld heir for 12 month* 
am! a dav and thev have l>cm filled up l»v the appointment of Mmr» f corgc 
Lear Jircpli jckyl and William Bolt* 
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Supplement 

137 \s In the Iiim adviu*- uietvtd this season ftom Europe we did not 
find th.it .inv pt o\ |sion h.ul bum nude fot Idling tip the vacancy of chaplain 
.it this stulcnuni. Mt Pam otn onh chaplain labouring under a \eiy had 
state of health. \\e applied to the gentlemen at Madras to assist us if possible 
with one of the chaplains fiom that Presidency, hut as ue find bv vour com- 
mands of the |9th of I'ehruare that Mi Blunter has been appointed hither 
in that station, we haw adused the gtnilenun at Madias that we should not 
he in need of the assist. mee we had requested 

138 Mr Stininu and Mr Mamott bate desiied lea\e to lesign your 
suwee and take their passage for England on boaid the CruUtndtn 

139 Mt William Bolts and Mr Cndeon Johnstone ha\e also at then 
several requests been permitted to resign the serwee 

M(l We acquainted you in our letter of the 2d t h March last of our 
having dem tnded of Mr Mairiott, pivment of the money foi which he had 
rented the mint at Benares of the King, he lias sinec addressed a letter to us 
on that subject requesting that the leims of His Majesty’s si tumid might be 
reconsidered, as it did not appear to bun that either the mint or ctttwaily 
were given up to the Company 

141 On reference to the sminud in consequence of Mi M.uriott’s request, 
a copy whereof is entered on the piocccdings of the Separate Department the 
6th December 1764, as also to the several letters and papers that passed on that 
occasion, we remained of our former opinion th.it the mint and uitwally .ire 
comprehended in it and therefore again demanded of Mr Mairiott the 
amount of what lie had paid to the King for fanning the mint at Banaras 

142 Upon this occasion Mr Marriott has requested as Major Munro who 
is now in England had so principal a share with him m the transaction of 
delivering up the mint and cutwtdly at Banaras to His Majesty and he is him- 
self going home in the Cruttauhn that this affair may be deferred to your 
decision, to which lie will abide To this we have assented, and in the mean 
time have received from him in deposit the receipts of Iiis Majesty’s mutscddte 
for the money Mr Marriott paid to the King for the rent of the mint 

143 The enquiries you have been pleased to make in your letter of the 
26th April 1765 concerning the sum stipulated to be given by the late Nabob 
Meer Jaflicr All Cawn for restitution of private losses, will be replied to bv 
the Select Committee It remains only with us to inform you that the sum 
mf current rupees 41,46,018-10-9^4 has been paid in for that purpose which has 

answered the claims that had been established before the receipt of your 
letter as far as the proportion of 12 annas or % th On receipt of your orders 
we stopped further payment and the claimants gave m a remonstrance upon 
that occasion, a copy of which makes a number in the packet We have 
acquainted them in answer that die remaining four annas or y^th cannot be 
issued and distributed until your further pleasure is known, and have only 
further to observe that it is to be supposed the utmost care has been taken m 
examining the claims before they were established by your President and 
Council as a Committee of Restitution We are Sony their proceedings have 
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Ixxn hitherto neglected to be regularly transmitted to sou tlics now come a 
number in the book packet accompanied with an abstract shewing die 
amount of each claim to this time Chtabluhed and die proportion of f^th 
diercof winch had been paid nt the time we recused sour orders as we liase 
before mentioned. 

144 Lord Clisc represented to us that on o. ami rung the account of 
hu jagheer lie observed diat deductions liad beam made by the Compans 
for charges of collection which lie apprehended was contrary to the tenor of 
Ins agreement witli them dated die 16th Maj 1764 wherem it is cxprcssl) 

tipulated that he is to reecisc annualls die nett sum of 2,2 7 ,958 sicca rupee* 
in (juarterls pasanents and submitted to our determination whether die 
jnmunt of such charge should not base been brought to lus credit 

145 On reference to the said agreement it appeared that Lord Clive 
is to receive annuall) a certain determined sum and ns this is also the cstab- 
h bed custom of die country where ever) one recuses the full amount of his 
fuehrer without ans charges or deductions whatever we were of opinion that 
Ijjrd Clisc was entitled to receive his m the same manner and his account 
has Ikx-ii adjusted accordmgl) 

146. We have the pleasure to acquaint )ou that the Anson and Prgof 
ire safels armed here. Bs the Latest ads ices front Madras the Devonshire 
was not arrived and u« probabl) gone on to Bomba) for fear of venturing on 
the Coast so late in the season 

147 It is with much concc-m we acquaint von that Lord Clive lias for 
K>tm tune |>a t been too much induced to attend to public business. He 
it now at llarrasutt where we hope a change of air wall effect lus speed) 
recovery 

UH The vnamim of \Vu» hips imoiee in C. iV lb 400 

149 A small quantits of diamonds has been registered by this ship 
itii muting to current ru|Kres 33,805 15 9 

Tlit lulanee this das remaining in sour treasury i current 
rupees 44 7 9 and in sour cash chest airrent rujiees 8 7 I7 7 


I ott William 
die “Mth Novunlur I <66 
(Origin tl jht ( niitriulcn 
Dtipluaic jkt llntlannta] 


W e are 
llonlilc Sirs 

lour faithful and nlxrdicm servant 
II Vtrel t / John Camne / Randf 
Marriott /II W atts / Claud Unwell / 
W AlcUrscs J Tims. KcKiIl / Chat 
huger* (Posit] 
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L£rrr£R to count 


To •xhunt granted 

£Stg 

To xchom payable 

C.ks 


1 Thu Right Hon*blc 





Lord Ch\c in full re- 
turn for coral beads 

1 71H 17 4 

Josh Solomon Henry 





nnd Peters Mudman 





and Son and Joseph 
Solomon 

14,613- 2 

6 

1 Page kcblc 

500- 0- 0 

Roger Hanmer 

4,285-11 

6 

1 W 11 Sumner 

1,000- 0- o 

Messrs Castells & 





Wheatly 

8^57 1 7 

0 

1 James Now land 

500- 0 0 

Peter Daniel 

4 285-11 

6 

1 Robert Campbell 

500- 0 0 

Hurndf 

435-11 

6 

1 Randolph Marriott 

1,000- 0- 0 

Himself 

8571 7 

0 

1 Harry Vereht 

1,000- 0- 0 

Himself 

8571 7 

0 

1 John \V1ute 

500- 0 0 

Himself 

4 285-11 

6 

1 Tliomas Hewitt 

500 0- 0 

Himself 

435-11 

6 

1 Mes rs Vannttart and 





Plowman in full re 
turn for 1 chcsi of 
coral beads marked 





No 1 imported 
per ship Lord Cine 





1763 

257 8- 0 

Abraham Lev) Sonstnu 

236- 4 

6 

l Do in full return for 1 





chest of coral beads 
marked lb No 1 





imported per ship 
F x 1/63 

82 17 4 

Judah Supino 

710 4 

6 

1 W ilium Rolls 

500 0- 0 

John Ml?cnor 

435-11 

6 

l Joseph Jck\ll 

500- 0-0 

Ums Browmword J 




I-angmore & T Jek)ll 

435-11 

0 

1 Thomas Price 

200- 0 0 

James Poller 

1714 4 

6 

1 The Rt Hon’blc 




laird Ch\c 

230- 0 0 

!hm>e]f 

17 142 14 

6 

l (rincrul Camae 

1,000- 0 0 

I luntclf 

8571 7 

0 

1 Tliomas Woodward 

500- 0-0 

Himself 

435 11 

6 

1 Juhn l*ortnom 

500- 0 0 

Himself 

435-11 

6 

l l*Lud Ru sell 

1,000- 0 0 

1 lmiM.lf 

8571 7 

0 

1 John Read 

250- 0-0 

llmiMrlf 

2 142 13- 9 

1 John Read 

250- 0-0 

Himself 

2 142 13- 9 

I tail Alctr Champion 

500- 0- 0 

Hun elf 

435 11 

6 

1 Rrvan SculneN 

500- 0 0 

1 ImiMrlf 

435 11 

6 

1 James Hits 

500 0- 0 

Huntclf 

435 11 

6 

1 Ivaac Sage 

500 0 0 

Him elf 

435-11 

6 

1 (<t»rgc Wilhanivm 

500 0- 0 

Ann Hr ter 

435-11 

6 

1 Rut ell Skinner 

I Du atci Marv 

500- 0 0 

Jmcjih Skinner 

435 11 

6 

Mapletnft 

300 0 0 

Jno /cj» II Iw ell 

2571 6- 9 

1 Do d» Mart \V*\U 

3X1 0 0 

Mart IWkIIjt 

1714 4 

6 
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Jo xl horn gtanlul 

L Stg 

1 l)o do Maiv Bradlv 

100- 0- 0 

J Philip Milnu Dacies 

500- 0- 0 

1 Fiancis Ru^dl . 

500- 0- 0 

1 Ralph Windwood 

500- 0- 0 

1 Mary Hunt 

100- 0- 0 

I John Graham 

500- 0- 0 

I John Mainott 

500- 0- 0 

1 Francis Sykes 

1.000- 0- 0 


1 ii VercM acct Sami 


Middleton 

1 . 000 - 0 - 0 

1 Do acct Walter 


Wilkins 

500- 0- 0 

1 John Knott 

500- 0- 0 

1 llarr\ Vcrclst ,ieet 


1 hos Boddam 

244- S- 6 

1 Do aect Geo Gtay 


Senr 

290- 4- 4 

1 Do aeet Elizabeth 


Be.ird 

174-17- 0 

I Do foi Ried Beecher 


acci Eli/ Massey 

89-16- 1 

1 John Holme 

103-12- 0 

1 John Holme 

160- 0- 0 

1 Charles Floyei 

1,000- 0- 0 

1 Samuel Griffith 

50- 0- 0 

1 Wm Aklcrsey 

1,000- 0- 0 

1 John Bathoe 

240- 0- 0 

1 John Davidson 

500- 0- 0 

1 Jno Holme acet Ihos 


Forbes Junr 

500- 0- 0 

1 Johanna Ross 

500- 0- 0 

1 Theodora Anthonia 


Bodle 

500- 0- 0 

1 W B Sumnei aect 


Catheune Geo and 


Wm Sumner 

4,798- 5- 7 

1 W B Sumner 

5,186-13- 4 

1 W B Sumner 

1,615- 1- 1 

1 Do acct Wm Shrine 

1,000- 0- 0 

1 Messrs Campbell acct 


Thos Dugald 


Campbell 

500- 0- 0 


1 o whom payable 

CRs 

M.uy Bi.idly 

857- 2- 3 

Maiv Say 

4,285-11- 6 

William Russell 

4.285-11- 6 

Himself 

4,285-11- 6 

Charles Raymond 

857- 2- 3 

Himself 

4,285-11- 6 

Himself 

4,285-11- 6 

R Nettleion, R Beeehei 


and Smith and W 


Sykes . 

8,571- 7- 0 

Messrs Nettleion, 


Beecher and Rakes 

8,571- 7- 0 

Messis Beeehei & Rakes 

4,285-11- 6 

Himself 

4,285-11- 6 

1 hom.is Boddam 

2,095- 1- 9 

Geo Gray belli 

2,487- 9- 0 

Elizabeth Beard 

1,499- 2- 0 

Elizabeth Massey 

941- 3- 0 

Thomas Holme 

888- 0- 0 

Thomas Holme 

1 ,37 1-J10J-9 

Messrs Jos Diekenson[&j 


Wm Chas Turner 

8,571- 7- 0 

Captain Richaid Crab 

428- 9- 3 

Himself 

8,571- 7- 0 

Petr Michcll and Wm 


Bathoe 

2,057- 2- 3 

Himself 

4,285-11- 6 

Thomas Foibes Senr 

4,285-11- 6 

Herself 

4,285-11- 6 

Hei self 

4,285-11- 6 


W B Sumnei 

41,128- 1- 9 

Himself 

44,457- 2- 3 

Himself 

13,843- 5- 0 

Wm Shrine 

8,571- 7- 0 

Thomas Rous 

4,285- 1- 6 


i 
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LfcrrcR to cotrat 


To whom granted 

£Stg 

1 George Scott 

500- 0- U 

1 Executrix of Peter 

Galloptnc 

500- 0 0 

1 John Orfeue \ ates 

500- 0 0 

1 Tliomas Pearson 

500- 0-0 

1 Sapio Camac 

500- 0 0 

1 William Virtue 

500 0- 0 

191] but. CStg 

57,595-14 4 


To whom payable 

C.Kj 


Kobt. Bogle and Wm 

Scott 

4*285-1 1 

6 

Philadelphia Gallopmc 

4 285-11 

6 

Himself 

4,28>ll 

6 

Himself 

4,285-11 

6 

Geo Qn e and 

Jno Walsh 

435-11 

6 

Himself 

4285-11 

6 

C. Rupees 

4,93,677 15- 0 


\U ha\c likewise granted icruficates for the following [sums paid] uiio 
vour trea ur\ here for which credit u giten ui your books. 

We arc 

bon William Honorable Sirs 

iht 28th Nuxunlur 1/66 Vmr faithful and olicdicni scnant^ 


34 

LLT1LR DAI LD 5 DLCLMlll R 1766 

Proceedings of the Committee of hcstitution — further regulation of inland 
trade in salt held nut and tobacco and checks on private trade — recall of 
European servants from aurangt. — Gounior gron/erf commission on revenues 
»»i he n of profits from private trade and other perquisites — refund of com 
tnisst ms and allowances by some officers — revenue of Jlurdtcan and Aft dtia 
P* re provinces-- supply of money to China market — re quest for adequate 
European tnfantr\ for the defence of English possessions in India— measures 
ft check possible Maratha move to support Shah Alum — right of the Company 
t le- > taxes on inhabitants for maintaining security — httmbold s appointment 
on the Hoard 

T<> *l* c H hi hie the Court of Director* for alTurs of ihc lion hie United 

Coni|ianv of Merclianu of laiglnnd trading to the Last Indies. 

Ihmlilc Sirs 

1 In the letter which n had the honor to address to von hy the fjord 
l amdeu we dtMTilKal cccrv material occurrence that ju ett at tins Presidency 
from the dqurtmc of the Pomlnirne to the date of the alxnc di jiatch We 
m w trail mu m the packet a duplicate of tliat letter and 3U1 the proceeding* 
of the ‘'elect Committee to which we Ixrg lease to refer for a more particular 
detail of facts 

2. The dtj mu me recorded i n the fate of otir proceedings respecting 
fvalituU n to the merchant and il run m t i the arnn and naw are them 
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selves so explicit and clear as to lender any further lights to guide your judge- 
ment almost unnecessary The means exerted to obtain those large disburse- 
ments from the Nabob’s tieasmy are fully declared upon oath by the prin- 
cipal agents on cither side A committee expressly appointed for examining 
the several claims of the sulfcrcrs hath already passed their accounts We 
should therefore apprehend that the question now to be determined is not 
whethei the losses of individuals have been fairly stated, hut whether the 
Nabob Mcer Jafficr could justly he made accountable for losses consequent on 
a war of which he was not the author and also whether you ought to be consi- 
dered as bound in honor to discharge such debts of his Excellency as he could 
never willingly be brought to acknowledge? 

These are points which wc submit to your consideration while we content 
ourselves with observing that whatevei opinion we may entertain of the decrees 
of the Committee of Restitution, it would at this distance of time he impos- 
sible to enter upon a satisfactory review of their proceedings, after so many 
of the parties chiefly concerned arc gone home or dead 

Such a scrutiny would in the present circumstances he attended with many 
difficulties it would he productive of injustice and bear hard upon the for- 
tunes of such individuals as had adjusted their claims with scrupulous nicety 
to the amount of their losses At all events it would furnish a topic foi 
clamour and a handle for misconstruction, to have those accounts now dis- 
puted which were passed by your Governor and Council acting here as your 
repiescntatives after three fourths of the whole had been actually discharged 

3 With respect to his Excellency’s grant of a donation to Mr Tinker and 
the squadron under his command, it rests entirely with you to determine from 
the evidences set forth, whether the services performed by His Majesty’s ships 
of war in Bengal, merit a reward so disproportionate to the then exhausted 
condition of the Nabob’s treasury A court of equity will ascertain the dis- 
tinctions to be made betwixt a free gift flowing from a grateful sense of obli- 
gations received, and a grant obtained by the unwarrantable methods describ- 
ed m the depositions of the witnesses examined on this occasion 

4 As soon as we had closed the enquiry mto restitution and donations 
the Committee took mto consideration the several other orders issued by your 
Honorable Board during the course of the last season Your remarks on the 
inland trade were so peculiarly striking and so perfectly agreeable to our own 
sentiments respecting that perpetual source of oppression and complaint, that 
we determined immediately to apply the most efficacious remedies to a disease 
which must in time have subverted the constitution and endangered the being 
of the East India Company By the Admiral Stevens you were informed of 
the plan we had concerted for carrying on the trade m salt, tobacco and betle- 
nut for the benefit of the Company and their servants, without injury to the 
Nabob, and without molestation or oppression of the natives , it was the best 
and most equitable system we could then devise , yet experience hath shewn 
the necessity of laymg the trade under farther restrictions, the reasons for 
which together with the particular mode of conducting this valuable branch 
of commerce in future are fully explamed m Lord Clive’s minute entered on 
our proceedings In those emendations of the plan on which the Society of 
Trade was founded, all due regard has been paid to the sovereign prerogative 
of the Company acting as collectors for the King and more especially to the 
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scrupulous distribution of natural right to the nntive inhabitants whence we 
flatter ourselves that the inland trade will henceforward prove to you a com 
modi mis fund for rewarding the different degrees of merit amongst your ser 
v int* and a fruitful source of encouragement to the industry of the country 
people who arc now without distinction admitted to a participation of it* 
benefits upon the most reasonable and moderate terms 

5 To the regulations formed for conducting the business of the Society 
of Trade we have added a total prohibition of another species of inland traffic 
in a \anct\ of articles usually transported from one district of the interior 
countrv to another whereby an extensive field was open for the abuse of power 
and the most notorious act* of fraud and injustice. All Turopean* in your 
sen ice or under your protection arc now indiscriminate!) confined to trade 
in certain articles of import and export. The return* arc to he made from the 
places where the goods were sold dtrcctlv to the presidency or to the sub 
ordinate factory from whence the) wctc dispatched and no circular traffic 
by wa\ of Kartcr or otherwise is in future to be allowed from one mining 
to another on pain of confiscation of the gtxxls and los* of jour sen ice nnd 
protection. 

6. The complaints which wc rcccircd of repeated losses sustained b\ the 
revenue and of violences offered to the country people by the gomm/n/ir 
or black agents cmploved by your servants and skrcenctl from justice by their 
influence afforded us an opportunity of imposing farther restriction* upon the 
inland trade by obliging those gomastahs to register their licences nt the head 
court of the district where they reside a monthlv return of which is to l>c 
made to the minister* and the Resident at the Durbar and to be compared bv 
them with the list of licences sent from hence by the Custom Master This 
with other limitations specified in our proceedings wall wc doubt not conduce 
greatlv to ihe peace nnd good order of the countrv 

1 Wc have also r trailed from \ht minings n\\ myut servant* who wctc sent 
to superintend the investments in cloth licing well assured that those branches 
of the Company* business mav as conveniently he earned on without their 
as«i tancc and that the residence of voting gentlemen at places remote from the 
inspection of their superior* hath furnished the mean* of assuming to them 
selves an nuthnntv prejudicial to the people detnmental to the revenues and 
prixluciivc of ill putes with the other Fumpcan companies with whom it is our 
inclination to live in the most amicable manner 

fi Further to rnforcc the spirit of your instructions contained in para 
graph Id II and 12 of Your Scjuratc letter under date tin 24th DctrinlKT 
we dcldwratcd on the properot mra ures for restraining that pernicious 
mllucncc winch mahles a rommc-rcnl governor of tins u (dement in a manner 
to engross in Ins own hands the whole trade of this countrv The President s 
minute entered in our pr tcccdings the 19th Septcmlxr verv clrarlj anil forcibly 
rajwcs o the manv *alutarv effects that mu t ari'o in the Company anil the 
public fr mi placing the (*o\rmnr in m* affluent and resjict table a situation that 
In attention lull n » li ngrr Ik- di iractcd with the jx rj lexing cares rf an ex 
ten ivr trjile n r diverted fn m tlic iluiv i f Ins station bv ton dose an a]iphca 
ti hi to wavs ami means t f j r« mi ling In own private interrst He is now t » 
r mount r all ctntrrn in every branch «f commerce 1U a wlrmn oath and 
|wnvl Ini f tl executed in jne cnee » f dir May** ( iirt dir ( mi 



5 DECEMBER 1766 


471 


pany’s servants, and the otliei inhabitants of the Presidency, he is restricted from 
every possible method of accumulating wealth and even from lending out 
money at more than the common rate of interest or otherwise enlarging his 
fortune except by the regular and stated appointments of his office We have 
not only bound him down by the strongest ties of law, of honor and of con- 
science, but we have endeavoured to remove every temptation to exceed the 
limits prescribed by rendering the emoluments of his appointment suitable to 
the rank he holds m the settlement, the dignity he must necessarily maintain 
in the eyes of the natives and the prospect of independence which he ought to 
enjoy at the close of a long course of faithful service 

For these purposes we have assigned to your Governor a commission of 
1 '/ 8 th upon all the revenues of which the Company are collectors for the King, 
for the consulage on coral, the duties on coinage, and such other emoluments 
and perquisites as the Court of Directors have usually annexed to his station 
and office As the President’s own words are the most expressive of the 
meaning of the Committee, we beg leave to quote the following paragraph 
of his Lordship’s minute, in which he enumerates the happy consequences 
that must result from divesting the President of all other cares than those of 
his station 

“Although by these means a governor will not be able to amass a million 
and a half, or half a million in the space of two or three years, yet he will 
acquire a \ery handsome independency and be in that very situation which 
a man of nice honor and true zeal for the service, would wish to possess 
Thus situated he may defy all opposition in Council, he will have nothing 
to ask, nothing to propose, but what he means for the advantage of his em- 
ployers He may defy the law because there can be no foundation for a 
bill of discovery and he may defy the obloquy of the world, because there 
can be nothing censurable in his conduct In short if stability can be insured 
to such a government as this where riches have been acquired in abundance, 
in a short space of time by all ways and means, and by men with or without 
capacities, it must be effected by a governor thus restricted ” 

We are to observe that our President Lord Clive, has himself set the first 
example of that moderation which he requires m future governors of this 
settlement, his Lordship having on the 1st day of October taken the restrictive 
oath and executed the penalty bond m the manner prescribed 

9 As we have never presumed to deviate from your express orders, 
excepting when circumstances were so altered as would render our obedience 
criminal, we entered with great reluctance upon the execution of your ins- 
tructions contained m the General Letter of the 24th December 1765 and 13th 
February 1766 

Mr Hugh Watts was pursuant to those orders, called upon to refund 
the amount of commission he had drawn, at the rate of per cent upon 
die revenues of Midnapore but as this commission had first been established 
by a Committee of Lands, and was afterwards confirmed by your President and 
Council, we accepted m lieu of money of his bond made payable m case you 
should think proper to repeat your injunctions, after we had represented the 
circumstances of the affair. 
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10 In the wme mmner wc called upon Mont Mvmott LamreH 
Goodwin and Graham to refund the whole amount of the monthly allowance 
received from the Rajah dunng their residence in Burdwan Yet in favor 
of These gentlemen it must lie observed that the above allowance wn* constant 
1\ inserted m the monthly cash account transmitted to the Presidency whence 
it l>ceimc an absolute act of the Board for which your servants at Burdwin 
arc no longer responsible. 

We likewise imagine that the commission drawn upon the revenues of 
Midnapore is well as the allowance granted by the Burdwan Rajah must have 
Ivccn known from the General Books, for mote than t. twelve month liefore 
\mir orders for refunding were issued These emoluments were therefore if 
not absolute!) confirmed yet notly allowed by the Court of Directors them 
selves The silence of \our Honorable Board anil of the Governor and Council 
upon a jioint so immediately sinking may very mturdly lie construed Into 
t sufficient sanction for their conduct and the alternative either to refund 
sums of money actually expended in supporting the unavoidable charges of 
their stations, or of losing the l>cncfits of your service must then fore l>c 
regarded as a very peculiar hardship upon those gentlemen 

U For these reasons we also accepted bonds for restitution of the Rajah f 
allowance in the same terms as that from Mr Watts, and It is our request 
that you will plrasc to revoke those onlcrs which must prove so injurtmts to 
the fortunes of vour junior servant* acting under the immediate onlcrs and 
lnsjx-cuon of the Boanl 


The bonds arc as follow# 

Mr Watt* Rs 11000 

„ James lawrell 32/100 

„ Henrv Goodwin 24,000 

John ( raham 7 400 


75.222 fnrj 

P Mr Marriott intending to resign the service has intimated in reply 
to our demand that lie is tcadv to amvvcr an\ legal call upon his fortune In 
the courts of justice in England 

P ^ our onlcrs for refunding the prrsenix received l»y the gentlemen who 
composed the counnl and depnnuon at the accession of the Nabob Nudjiltn 
ul Dow la were dulv etmveveil to Messrs. 1’lavdell nml Middleton the onlr 
remaining mrmbm of the Board who acird upon tint occasion Tlic former 
lias apphrd to the Board for permi smn to resign the service and tlte latter 
ha acquainted the Prr*idmt of his intention to return this teavin to England 
that mf wring vour instruction* anv further appears unnecessary 

14 In consequence of \nnr several remarks on the management 
revenues anti accounts of Burdwan province in the General letter the Mth 
iVccmlwr we directed Mr \rrel t the Supervisor to draw out an exact state 
tnmt of the revenurs and an explicit an wrr to the difficulties you have pointed 
out in the formet tairmcnt tran mittetl to England That gentleman has 
attmdmglv with great jam* and attention drawn out a vcty full account «l 
the tntiji and ill bur merit of tint prmtncr f rr the last \nr He hadi 
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likewise deduced from the best authorities he could procure, a minute detail 
m the same form of all the lcccipts and dislnirsmcnts of money from the 
period when that prowncc was first assigned o\er to the Company, and these 
accounts lie has accompanied with a letter addressed to the Select Committee, 
which we hope will explain c\ery inconsistency, account for every deficiency, 
and sohe c\ciy material difliculrv lcprcscntcd by your hon’blc Board 

15 From the Resident at Midnapoic’s letter to the Supra visor and thq 
accompanvmg accounts vou will pcrcenc the great increase of the revenues 
of that prmmce since Mr Vcrclst’s appointment You will also observe from 
the resolutions of the Committee when Air Graham’s lettci was under consi- 
deration, the method m which we propose conducting the business of that 
province and jcllasorc in future, m order the Company may receive the full 
\aluc of the lands without oppressing the zemindars oi distressing the land- 
holdeis, whose case and happiness must c\er he inseparable from the true 
interest of their masters 

16 'flic King’s revenues of which we arc now the collectois, we have 
reason lo believe will fall eery little short of the sums specified in our letter bv 
the Laid Camden Tn the list packet we transmit general statements for the 
picscnt year of the revenues of Bengal and Bahar, the large cncrcasc upon 
which must in great measure he ascribed to Mr Sykes’ assiduity and to 
Mahomed Rc/a Cnwn’s profound knowledge m the business of the finances 
Without this diligence and skill in the executive olTiceis, all the attention of 
the Committee to support the influence of the Government, to enforce the 
obedience of rbe zemindars, and to prevent fiauds, embezzlement and depreda- 
nons committed on the revenue would fail to produce the required effect 

17 The large imestments w'hich we are enabled now to send home by 
means of the supplies we remit to China, and the cargoes from hence render 
the revenues of this country an object of the utmost importance not only to 
the Company but to the British nation As these are the only means we can 
at picscnt devise whereby you can enjoy the full fruits of His Majesty’s royal 
grant of the dewanny, w’c shall continue to exert our utmost endeavours to 
extend the investment every year and we propose continuing to supply the 
China market with money until your prohibition to the contrary shall arrive 
or advice from the supra cargoes that they have a superfluity in their hands 
Inconveniences will undoubtedly attend this annual exportation of treasure 
but when we reflect on the great addition already made to the current specie 
of the country by the gold coinage and likewise that even should your sales 
fall, yet will every encrease of your investment prove so much actual money 
remitted to your coffers , we are inclined to believe this the most eligible 
system that can be pursued at present We are farther to consider that whilst 
foreign nations are providing their investments with money borrowed at a 
high premium, you are only sending home in goods the surplus of an immense 
revenue which may truly be regarded as so much clear gain to the Company 
and to the nation 

18 But this great and national object is not to be secuied and perpetuat- 
ed without your unremitting attention to our military establishment, and 
maintaining a force proportioned to the risk incurred by the extension of your 
influence and possessions, The dismission of the Nabob’s useless military 
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nbblc and of those troops kept up by the rajah* and phougedars in their 
«e\eral district* for the purpose of enforcing the collections hath obliged us 
fo ruse eight battalions of independent sepoys so that notwithstanding the 
great number of recruit* sent out this year from Fngland notwithstanding the 
lilicml supply of troops granted hv vour Presidency at Fort Sl George so 
general was the mortality on board the transports so great the loss from the 
hthnotilhs misfortune and so fatal the effects of the late unhcalth\ season 
that we cannot a\oid being alarmed at the extraordinary disproportion of 
numl>cr* between sour European and black infantn The vcr\ signal 
in nnee of fidelity and attachment exhibited b\ the sepovs during the late 
mutiny of the officer* might indeed he sufficient to quiet our apprehensions 
and remove all suspicion of their conduct if experience [of] the preceding year 
of their dangerous insolence and turbulent spirit had not evinced the ncccs 
sit v of keeping the black troops in awe and subjection 

19 We therefore most earnestly request that vou wall try caen possible 
means to complete the Furopcan infantry to the numlier specified in our 
address by the Admiral S/rtms and that effectual measures may Ik* taken 
to prevent crowded ships to dispatch your recruits at an early season and to 
guard against the infamous practices of owmers husliands and officers of ships 
wherein the lues arc sacrificed of hundreds of men whose services would Ik* 
i aluablc to the nation and altogether invaluable to the Cnmjiany 

'H) In the letters from the Public Department your Council have 
frequently expressed their wishes that \on would compU wath the Military 
Sion. keepers indents for hats and shoes We now make it the request of tin 
Committee tint the brigades may in future Ik* fullv supplied wath articles so 
cs cntial to a soldiers clontlnng and which arc not to Ik* procured here in n 
uffinent quantity at any price 

"’J At ihr sjjTjr lime wr J>eg le- vr once morr to repeat the necessity 
of vour pursuing ihi most ngorous measures to prevent the exportation of 
fire arm and amunition to any pan of India It is not sufficient that we 
guard against this illicit and perhaps fatal trade at vour l*rcsidcncies of Fort 
St f corgr and Fort W illnm unlcs the same rare l>c taken at Hominy 
Henroolm and vour factories on the Malalur Gust since the arm* imported 
it tlurse places arc soon conveyed in country \c* els and other mean to the 
mo t remote pans of Indostan 

Tlir accompanying duplicate of our letter hv the I*nrd Camden will 
advi-w y m of the prospect we then enjoyed of uninterrupted peace and tran 
qmllity in Bengal \nr is this prospect morr visionary and remote nntwith 
landing the King has plied cycrv engine of state amficc and deceit to disturb 
the rep«Hr of the empire In arming for the purposes of lus wild ambition 1 
a |» v cr who in a short time would shake the foundation of Ids throne and 
deprive him of that independent and comfortable revenue winch he now 
| r'les fi r the support of Ins dignity Disappointed in the Kings promt cs 
«f a i tancr frrm u the Mahrattas have ever ince remained seemmglv 
irrrM lute how they shall act at some distance Frimi the frontier < f the knrah 
jr vime which was tedrd to III Majesty b t year hv trratv Tliev Itavr 
n t attempted to mi lot the King utr ally ujah Dowbh or n« vet for the 
ptrUrr minty wr Invr dim ted the ^nd and Ird Brigades ti nnrdt t ward 
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rhe Caramnassa to support Sujah Dowlah if he should require our assistance 
and to confirm that tcrroi of our aims with which the Mahiattas seem already 
to be so stiongly impressed This motion wc expect will produce the full 
effect, without sinking a blow 

23 Wc learn with great satisfaction by the latest advices from the Coast 
that all dificrcnccs with Nizam All aie likely to he removed, should this 
desirable event take place. w r c hope to concert a plan of operations with the 
Presidencies of Madras and Bombay, which will effectually prevent our being 
molested m future by the Mahrattas, by obliging them to confine then whole 
attention to the presen anon of what they now' possess At present they arc 
the only pow'er who can excite disturbances in Bengal, nor have w r c anything 
further than a mere temporary intcri uption to our collections to apprehend 
even from them, since with our well disciplined numcious army, we may bid 
defiance to the most powerful force of the country that can be assembled in 
the field 

i 

24 Having maturely considered your orders conveyed m paragraph 39 
of your General Lcttci by the Lord Camden, we entirely agree in opinion that 
the Go\ eminent hath undoubted right to oblige rhe inhabitants to con- 
tribute their proportion of the cxpenccs necessary to the security of the settle- 
ment, but as not only the propriety of such an assessment but even our power 
of leiymg taxes hath been questioned, and this proposal already rejected m 
the Consultations of the Board m the year 1762, w r e choose to avoid renewing 
it at a juncture w'hcn the affluence of the Company renders it unnecessary and 
W'hcn such an exertion of authority might possibly revive discontent and 
rekindle those sparks of sedition which have been so recently suppressed To 
admit of a certainty, they arc thoroughly extinguished , however, lest it should 
hereafter be thought expedient to assess the inhabitants for the purpose men- 
tioned or for any other measure of the Government, we could wish to recom- 
mend that you would please to consult the learned in the law, how far the 
authority of your Governor and Council acting here as your representatives, 
extends o\er the property of the inhabitants living under their protection 

25 You wall observe from our proceedings that Mr Rumbold’s appoint- 
ment to a seat at the Board with the standing he held at your Presidency of 
Fort St George was considered by Messrs Aldersey, Kelsall and Floyer as an 
injury to themselves and a supercession which their conduct at the Board 
no way justified At the same time w r e confess the merit of these gentlemen, 
we must observe that the injury w'ould have been still greater to 
Mr Rumbold had he been denied that rank in Council to which he was 
entitled by faithful services Our objection w'as not to him, but to a selection 
from this establishment which we conceived would serve only to aggravate 
the general discontent and we therefore gave him assurances at the time that 
his supcrcession would be temporary With the Committee’s declaration that 
such assurances had been given, we are of opinion the Madras gentlemen 
might have remained satisfied, until the sentiments of the Court of Directors 
could be received , since it is evident we were reduced by necessity' to this 
measure without intention of injuring or in any degree superceding 
Mr Rumbold, whose services to the Company both m a civil and military 
capacity so deservedly entitle bun to an exemption from every indignity 
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7 6 The Public Department wilt advise vou of Mr Sumner* resignation 
and of his having taken his passage on this ship We shall not proceed to 
fill up the vacancv hi* departure In* occasioned m the Committee until hi* 
I-nrddnp is able to attend to business. 


We ha'c the honor to tie 
Hon'blc Sir*, 

’Sour most faithful humble servants 
Fort William (Signed) Cine / H. Vcrelst / John 

the Sfh December 1766 Camac 


SufifiJrmrnl 

27 We had just closed the foregoing letter when we were favoured vnth 
vour advices h\ the Mercury packet which imported at Vi7agapntam the 2Ut 
ih\ of NmcmlKT last from w hence her dispatches were convc\cd to us 
mcrland 

2ff 'Hour Select Committee now rcceuc with the most grateful acknow- 
ledgements those testimonies of general approlwtion vou arc pleased to bestow 
on tb< ir proceedings and that extension of iheir powers which shall never he 
e\orn cil lint with a new of promoting the honor ami interest of their 
c m plover* 

'*) Our President I-nrd Clue licing at present indisposed we think it 
aduscahtc to postjionc the consideration of \otrr orders until his lordship 
sliall l>c able to attend our meeiings which can he products c of no Incon 
lenience as another ship will proceed direcih for Furopc icry soon after the 
( ruttendrn 

I* wt William (Signal) Clue } H VercUt j John 

ihr 9|J> I Vermli-T 17 66 Gamac 
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limit nATrn 12 merMuru nr/. 

( lr e drchnrt due to rruu m nf health ti continue another \eur in Indin — 
mer / rt/Tmrs in /Imgo/— nchirvenmits <f the Committer of Imjvriion — 
mtorati n t f dttnf'hnc am ug ml and nnhtar\ rrrtarn/t— m idrrtitinn »/ the 
Fn^U\h in dri/ing trif/i tndnn /*/^rr« 

To the Honl lr the ( nn *f Directors \r kc 
(•cntlrmrn 

1 I hair hail the tmi r to trenw vnttr letter « f the 2 nd and | 7 ih of 
Mn earnr'ili rrtjur'ting tnv lonimutnce m the (^iwmmrni another \nr 
M\ fjmth < m rn ml jurh imi-ntarv mt rr*» nujv ri mt a dies arr IwhiU 
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noi make me hesitate to comply with a request which docs me so much honor, 
if the situation of your allairs demanded my longer service 01 if the leasons 
which suggested to you the desne of my remaining here were actually now 
existing The \ciy weak condition, howcvci, to winch a set ere bilhous disorder 
has reduced me requires my immediate return to Euiope It is now a month 
since I ha\c been m so deplorable a state of health, as to be wholly unable 
to attend to business and it is past a doubt that I cannot smvivc the malignity 
of this climate anodici year Thus useless as I am become to the Company 
and without the least prospect of reeoieiy in Bengal, I cannot doubt you w'lll 
concui with me in the opinion of the absolute necessity of lcturnmg to my 
native country 

2 The faithful view w'hieh 1 will now' lay before you of the situation of 
your affairs, will morco\cr eonMiice you that the consequences of w'hicli you 
tire apprehensne aftei my departtuc, cannot in all human piobabihty happen, 
and that c\cry matciial object of my expedition is fully accomplished 

3 Agreeably to my advices of the 1st February and 20th of Maicli, a 
Commute of Inspection has been appointed for examining into the state of 
c\cry depaitmcnt, ancl for the establishing the necessary rules and orders 
for a general reformation This Committee hath fully answ'ercd my mten- 
tion Your sonants, civil and military, axe no longer at a loss foi an exact 
definition of their respective duties The new regulations are now m force, 
and in a few r w'eeks w'dl be firmly established 

4 The licentious spirit of opposition and extravagancy, so justly com- 
plained of in your civil servants, is now entirely subdued The gentlemen 
are reduced to act, and likewise to think reasonably Perfect haimony now' 
icigns throughout the settlement, and all childish resentments are at an end 
Nothing remums to be apprehended but what may result from the extreme 
youth of the majority of your servants , and this might have been effectually 
obviated before my departure had sufficient pow'er been vested m the Select 
Committee or in me to ajqioint some of die most able or disinterested of die 
fiec merchants of this establishment and to require the assistance of four 
or five other gentlemen from Madras 

5 We have not only overcome the most formidable and dangerous 
mutiny that ever happened m this or any odier countiy but by example made 
of the rmgleaders and more especially by obhgmg every officer in your army 
to execute a contract for diree years service, have given a stability and 
security to your military estabhshment winch it never had before It is upon 
the best founded confidence I assert, the East India Company was never so 
truly secure as at present, agamst military ambition and encroachment , never 
before have discipline, good order and subordination been so fully confirmed , 
and I am persuaded that a relaxation of your orders at home and a new 
degeneracy of your Governor and Council abroad are the only probable, I 
might almost say, possible euls that can shake the prosperity of your affans 
in Bengal 

6 Our geneiosity of conduct m restormg to Suja Dowlah all his domi- 
nions after he had been reduced by conquest to the very lowest ebb of fortune , 
the regard we have manifested to the Kong’s support and dignity, by paymg 
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him rcgularl) that tribute which was never paid to former Moguls excepting 
in their plenitude of power and authont) our resolving to pay the Malirattas 
their chout these instances of our moderation and disinterestedness added 
to the uninterrupted success of our arms have set our equity and courage in 
x) fair a point of view that all the neighbouring powers solicit our friendship 
and alliance Upon us the) depend for protection against an) disturbers of 
the peace of the coutitrv and at the same time arc under no apprehensions 
from our braverv because they are full) convinced tliat our nmbinou extends 
nut bepond the maintenance of our present possessions and that one of our 
first principles of government is justice. 

7 Thu being the true state of affairs to what purpose should 1 continue 
longer in a climate which would ccrtninlv prove fatal to me? At the end of 
another and another )car I could not leave vour concerns m better hands 
nor on a more prosperous footing than I do now 1 shall leave m the chair 
the man I always wished to be m) successor a man whose inflexible mtc 
gnt) and steadiness arc to be sccurclv relied on and I will use m> utmost 
endeavors to leave with him a well chosen Committee and to inspire into all 
the members of the Council mv ideas and zeal for the service. If the principles 
of all )our sen ants l>c not such as we wish they were the icmcc must suffer 
nor will it be in mv power to applv a remed) an) farther than b) offering you 
mv advice at home Lvct) thing has been ahead) done here that could l>c 
cflectcd bv me the full completion of the great and salutar) work of reforma 
lion mn t 1 m. performed bv voursches. And vou ma) be assured I shall at 
all times be cquallv readv in Lngland ns in India to give every instance of my 
zeal for the Company s interest in gratitude to a service from whence I derive 
in> fortune and mv honors 


I have the honor to he with the greatest respect 
Gentlemen 

\our most olicditm and 

(.aliutu most humble servant, 

tlu Pill DccuuImt 1766 (Signed) Cltvu 
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LLT11R 1M11U 13 DLC1 Mill K 1766 

Shipping nears 

F<J the 11 inlilc llu Cauirl I.f Diri-ilnn fur afTair* irf llic lion life llic United 
(.■uni]uu\ of Minium of 1 njjninl milmj, 10 the |j<t Indln 

Honorable Sin 

I Since cloin). iHir penerd -iiltuc In llu >lnp nc luic llu: plea uic 
lo ail.no* lolrc the receipt < f vour « muuml dated die 17 \| JY |,j ,|ic Mnevty 
.non *hiili armed ai Vi/nj,a|ulani the ’In of Ian month from nhencc llic 
paclcl *a> nnmcduicli dnpalilicd 10 m mctland and llic icncl *a In 
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remain there .i feu days only to clean .ind take in the nceessaiy lcficshmcnts 
before she prosecuted hei \oyagc against the noith cast monsoon 

2 We are m consequence of your information taking the necessary 
measures for discovering wlicthei any and what illicit trade has been leceived 
on board the Pi got You may lie assured that your orders shall be stuctly 
enforced, and that we shall not fail to communicate to you the lesult of oui 
enquiries by the \eiy fust opportunity 

3 By aduces from Fort Marlboiough dated the 27di of July we learn 
that the Grosvcnor arrived there fiom Canton the 30th of March, and was 
dispatched for England the 19th of April , also that the Speke imported thcic 
die 30th of June, and rcccncd her dispatches for China die 5th July They 
also mention the arrnal of the Havannah and Hawke from England who met 
near the Straits of Sunda uith the Duke of Cumberland, Plassey, Prince of 
Wales and Deptford 

4 The gentlemen .it that Presidency also inform us that the Royal George 
Captain Shottowc icturned thither from Bcnj.u the 15th July, not meeting 
with any success m the business he was sent upon, that she was to be dis- 
patched in September for Bombay and ill her way to call at Batavia in ordei 
to assist if necessary m ti unsporting to the Malabar Coast the detachment of 
sepoys arrived there from Solo upon the Patty, Captain Dodwcll, who had 
been purposely dispatched by the gentlemen at Madras last year, and losmg 
Ins passage m lus return, had put in at Batavia m a bad condition 

5 The President and Council at Madias wnte us under date die 13th 
Octobci that the monsoon being set m they had determined to order the 
Camden to Merguy to avoid the month of Novcmbei and to return to the 
Coast early in December to be dispatched for Europe 

6 We have the satisfaction to inform you that since closing our fonnei 
dispatches by dus ship, Loid Clive is considerably mended in Ins health 


Fort William, 

13th December 1766 
[Original per CruUendcn 
Duplicate per Brillannui] 


We are 

Honorable Sirs 

Your faidiful humble servants, 
(Signed) H Verelst / John Carnac / 
Claud Russell / H Watts / W 
Alderscy / Thos Kelsall / Clias Floyer 
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No. 1 — S February 1764 

1 Major John Carnac (p 3) — -He, along with three othei members 
of the Fort William Board, viz Peter Amyatt, John Johnstone and William 
Hay, uas dismissed in February 1764 on account of insubordinate behaviour 
while Vansittart was negotiating an agreement with Mir Qasim on private 
trade The orders for his dismissal were, however, revoked a couple of 
months later m consideration of ‘his gallant behaviour and good services’ 
m the engagement with Mir Qasim 

2 Mirza Doud (p 3) — Mir/ a Daud was the son-in-law of Miran (Mir 
Jafar's son) He was imprisoned by Mir Qasim but in 1762 he eseaped and 
Mr Batson, Chief of Cossnn bazar, was blamed for allowing Ins servant to 
give shelter to him Batson denied the charge and declared that Mir 
Qasim’s officials were free to sei/c the Mirza Imperial Record Department, 
Calendar of Persian Correspondence, Vol I, pp 167-9 

3 inland private trade (p 4) — The imperial farman of 1717 covered 
the E I Company’s import and export trade only The servants of the 
Company, however, arrogated to themselves the right to duty-free inland 
trade as well After 1757 they boldly traded not only in goods designed for 
exportation but also in other articles such as salt, betel-nut and tobacco 

4 dusticks (p 7) — Dastaks or passports were issued by the Governor 
of Fort William or the chiefs of English factories, exempting the goods of 
the Company or of their servants from payment of duties 

5 endeavours of President Vansittart to form a plan (p 8) — Vansit- 
tart had proposed to his Council an agreement with the Nawab of Bengal 
to the effect that m respect of die inland trade a uniform custom duty of 
9% should be collected from the Company’s servants and all odier traders 

No. 3 — 22 February 1764 

1 to purchase slaves at Madagascar for the service of Fort Marl- 
borough Presidency (p 1 1) — Slavery was common durmg this period, and 
m Madras and Calcutta there were regular slave markets The number of 
negroes annually shipped from Africa was round about 70,000 H D Love, 
Vestiges of Old Madras, Vol I, pp 545-6 , Peter Auber, An Analysis of the 
Constitution of the East India Company, pp 689-700 

2 Ballasore Road (p 14) — Balasore was the first place occupied by 
the English in eastern India They established a permanent factory there in 
1651 The town owed its importance to die safety of its roadstead near the 
mouth of the Ganges, which enabled sea-gomg ships to unload their cargoes 
into smaller vessels for transport up the Hooghly As the river became more 
familiar to European pilots the importance of Balasore declined 
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3 Opt. Henry Wedderbum (p. 15) — A free manner m Bengal he 
sen etl a» a militia officer during the siege of Calcutta in 1756. He was 
appointed Mattel Attendant in 1758 but held that post for a short time. In 
the following year he served against the Dutch at Chandcrrmgorc, after 
which he became captain of a trading vessel. In 1763 he raised a company 
of volunteers against Mir Qa_ lm and commanded it up to the close of ojicrt 
tions in 1765 He was Master Attendant from 1769 till his death in 1777 

4 King s ■warren (p. 15) — OngwaU\ an old name foT the site of 
\\ oolvnch Arsenal in England, warren later acquired the general meaning 
of place or park where arsenal is tried and tested 

5 Nundeomar (p 18) — -Nandakumar was a persona tion grata with 
Mir Qasim during whose regime he was imprisoned on account of carrying 
on treasonable correspondence with the French as also with Kamgar hhnn 
zammdar of Narhat and Shco Bhat Maratha governor of Orissa. On being 
restored to the masnad of Bengal m 1763 Mir Jafar appointed him as his 
Dnean and entrusted to him nil the power of the State. Nandakumar held 
that office under Najmud Daulali is well but the Conipan\ had no filth 
in lnm m consequence of which he could not wield much power CJ*C 

I pp 67 256 391 2. 

6 Ramchum (p 18) — Ramcharan was Durlabhram s agent Vs a 
result of Nandakumar s false allegation* he was confined for some time on 
suspicion of being connected with the correspondence earned on with 
himgir Khan to the detriment of the interests of die Company and Nnwab 
Mir Qasim 

7 Coja Petruse (p 18)— Khwaja Petrus Arratoon was a very influen 
ual Armenian merchant who had been residing in Calcutta since 1748 He 
rendered timely assistance to the English by secret!) supplying them with 
provisions when they had taken refuge in their ships at hnlia after the fall 
of Fort William m June 1756. He was afterwards employed by Ch\c as a 
confidential agent in negotiations with Mir Jafar for the overthrow of 
Strajud Djulali His services were again utilised in 1760 when it was found 
expedient to replace Mir Jafar by Mir Qasim Petrus was however suspect 
cd to liavc been a spj for Mir Qasim during the memorable campaign of 
October 1763 and was scircd as such and ill treated hut he finally convinced 
die Government of his innocence and unsliakcn lovaltv to the British cause 
lie died in 177R aged fifty three years M J Seth hhojah Petrus the 
Armenian Mcrcliant Diplomat Indian Historical Records Commission 
Proceedings \o1 \I |»p 151*67 

8 Rajah of Meekly (p 19) — Mccllcy i one of the old names of the 
Mintinir State In 1762. jal Singli who was its dr facto rap sought 
Brm ii military a t tame agatnst the Burmese and in return offend 
mi mg other facilities nut fm land for setting up an fnglih fatton 
and fori at Minipur and prim um fur dmv free triclc tlicrc llil< gave 
the Butt h an opportunity of ct ntracting an alliance with Jai Singh whuh 
might open a road to them for ohtatntiig reparation from die Burmese for 
the repeated ill treatment of the factory at Ncgrals The Fort William 
Board therefore decided on II Octolxrr 176* to depute for the time being 
tmlv f companies of sepoy in mlv in familiarise thcmschrs with Burma 
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with specific instructions not to commence hostilities without the Board’s 
orders The British detachment left Chittagong for Manipur in January 
1763, but could not make much headway owing to ram and disease and even- 
tually returned to Bengal A F M Abdul All, ‘Notes on the Early History 
of Manipur’, I H R C Proceedings, Vol V, pp 1 19-24 

9 Mr. Amphlet’s (p 19) — Thomas Amphlctt was the Chief Engineer 
and a member of the Committee of Works He was obliged to resign the 
charge of the works at Fort William in October 1762 due to ill-health A 
few months later he was appointed Resident at Murshidabad 

10 fortifying Chittagong (p 20) — Mr Plaisted surveyed the coast, 
creeks, mers, islands, etc near Chittagong m 1761 and submitted his plan 
for fortification which was later rejected by the Court C R Wilson, Old 
Fori William in Bengal, Vol II, pp 162, 164-5 

1 1 Capt. Fleming Martin (p 20) — He took charge of the construction 
of the New Fort in Calcutta on 8 October 1764 He was promoted to the 
rank of Lt Col in 176S and appointed Commandant of the Artillery 
Battahon 

12 Burdwan province (p 21) — Together with Midnaporc and Chitta- 
gong, it was ceded to the Company by Mir Qasim on his accession as the 
Nawab of Bengal in 1760 

13 Restitution Fund (p 25) — Created m 1757 out of the money given 
by Mir Jafar towards payment of compensation for losses suffered during 
the sack of Calcutta 

14 reserved commission (p 26) — Sec paragraph 67 of the letter to 
Court dated 26 November 1764 

15 legacies given by Omichund (p 27) — Onuchand (Amirchand), the 
famous Punjabi merchant deceived by Clive, died in December 1758 Be- 
sides making provision for the members of his family, he left a legacy of 
about forty-two lakhs of rupees for the support of the Sikh gurus Hazan 
Mai, his brother-m-law and close business associate, was the principal exe- 
cutor of the will There was no provision m the will for any chanties in 
England But to mgratiate himself with the Governor and Council Hazan 
Mai made unauthorised payments in that behalf N K Smha, Economic 
History of Bengal, Vol I, pp 238-44 

16 West Coast (p 29) — West Coast of Sumatra The E I Company’s 
relations with Sumatra date hack to 1601 when Capt Lancaster, of the Com- 
pany’s first ship to the East Indies, entered into a treaty of commerce with 
the lung of Achm To compensate for losses an Java, a factory was set 
up at Benkulen m 1686-7, subordinate to Madras It held out great pro- 
mise for the future, so in 1702 it was made a separate Presidency, viz Fort 
Marlborough Presidency This was an unwise step because in course of 
time the governing council got so embroiled in local politics that it was 
driven to seek refuge aboard the ships Luckily the natives dreading the 
Dutch more allowed resettlement in 1721 The establishment was captured 
by the French during the Seven Year’s War but abandoned before long 
R, Grant, History of the East India Company 
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17 Wiliam Ellis s conduct (p 34)—' William Ella wa s the chief of 
Patna Factory A man of violent temper he was a bitter enemy of Van* it 
tart and in constant disputes with Mir Qaslm * servants. At the time the 
letter was written by the Court he was already dead bang killed in the 
Patna massacre in October 1763 

No 4—23 March 1764 

1 Definitive Treaty of Peace (p 36)— Treat) of Pans concluded in 
February 1763 between Great Bntain and France at the end of the Sc\cn 
Years War 

No 6 — 9 May 1704 

1 Lord CUve Jaghtre (p. 43) — In 1763 the Directors had stop- 
ped payment to Cine on account of his ;agrr but subsctjucntl) they passed 
the resolution mentioned here as they wished to make use of his services 
again In 1766 thc\ extended the penod of payment up to 1785 

No 7-/6 May 1764 

\ sailed the l 1 Instant (p 44) — The logbook* of the Success and 
the Fort II i Hum begtn from 9 February and 17 Fchmar\ 1764 respectively 
The precise date of their sading however cannot be ascertained India 
Office Ltst of Manne Accords 

2 military system proposed by our President Lord Chve (p 45) — 
The plan was to divide the Bengal arm\ into three brigades of uniform 
strength of European nrttllcn and infantry and Indian ca\alry and sepovs. 
The 1c uropcan cavalry was to be disbanded and the men transferred to the 
infantry and aridlcty The artillery was to be formed into four companies 
one to each brigade and one stationed at Fort William The scheme was 
implemented in 1765 George Fomrst The l^fe of 1+nrd Circe Vol II 
p 290 

No 8 — / fune 1/64 

1 Major Tbomss Adams (p 46)— He took the field against Mir 
Qa im in 1763 and achieved <|uick successes during the campaign Start 
tng just after a British reverse with a few English veterans and a hand 
ful of scpo)s he defeated one of the Nawabs generals at katwa marched 
on Murshldabad nnd occupied it won a brilliant victory at Chena dislodged 
llic enemy from their position of great strength at the pass of Udhua Nullah 
and took Mnnghvr He then marched on to Patna and took it b) assault 
The Nawab who lud fled from there on the approach of the English was 
pursued as far as the lioundarv of Oudh Broken down l>v illness Adams 
shortly afterward retired to Calcutta where he died on 16 January 1761 

1 Bngsdirr General Csfllaud (p. 49)_Onginall) of the Madras armv 
John Cailbud was appointed to the chief military command In Bengal In 
hehruarv 1760 He played a prominent part in the defence of Bihar against 
the Shahrada in 1 60 and In setting up Mir Qjsim He went luck to Madras 
in L6I and lwcamc Brig General in 1763 He was appointed C, In-d, 
Madras m 1766 He resigned and returned to England in January 1767 
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3 Major Richard Smith (p 50) — He was appointed Colonel, 2nd 
Bengal European Regiment, in May 1764 He sailed for India with Clive in 
June 1764 and on his arrival in 1765 took up his post at Allahabad He be- 
came Brig General m January 1767 and was the C-m-C, Bengal, from that 
year till his resignation m 1770 

4 Sir Robert Barker (p 50) — He received m 1764 the local rank of 
Colonel m the King’s army, and in 1765 that of Colonel of infantry in the 
Company’s service He was stationed at Bankipore as Commander of the 
3rd Brigade He was promoted as Brig General in 1770 and appointed 
C -m-C , Bengal He resigned his command m December 1773, for he dis- 
approved of the reforms introduced m the army by Warren Hasnngs 

5 double batta (p 51) — The normal field allowance ( batta ) plus an 
additional sum equal thereto granted by Mir Jafar and Mir Qasim to the 
Bengal army officers whenever their services were requisitioned 

6 military department . . . under the direction of the civil power of 
the President and Council (p 51) — This was one of the fundamental prin- 
ciples underlying the early administrative system of the Company in Bengal, 
repeatedly emphasized by the Court of Directors in their letters to Fort 
William 

7 deed of agreement (p 53) — The agreement took place on 5 May 
1764, at a meeting of the General Court of Proprietors Forrest, op cit , 
n, p 204 

8 deed for covenant (p 53) — 1'he covenant to be entered into by the 
Company’s civil servants provided against their accepting from Indian 
princes, chiefs, etc any presents m cash or in kind except such as were 
permitted by the Company , while that mtended to be executed by all the 
military officers in Bengal, besides containing the same provision, empowered 
the Government to send home to Great Britain any mditary officer who re- 
signed or was dismissed For the forms m which the covenants were requir- 
ed to be executed see William Bolts, Considerations on India Affairs, 
Appendix, pp 128-33 

9 new treaty . . . with Jaffeir Aly Cawn (p 54) — This refers to 
the treaty with Mir Jafar on his restoration on 10 July 1763 

10 appoint a committee (p 55) — Clive had desired to be invested with 
power to overrule his Council, but the Directors were unwilling to allow him 
such absolute powers A compromise was arrived at whereby Clive was to 
nominate a Select Committee of four with himself as its President Forrest, 
op cit , II, p 204 

No. 10 — 21 November 1764 

1 [. . . Robert Brooke . .] (p 60) — In the List of Marine Records 

the ships shown against commanders Brooke, Fenner, Barkley and Payne 
are the Speke, the Grenville, the Pacific and the Ponsborne respectively 

2 Council for . . . China (p 61) — The Company’s relations with 
China were purely commercial and confined to a small factory in the vicinity 
of Canton, which was merely a place of seasonal residence The official 
agents of die Company were called supercargoes who constituted a bodv 
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called the China Couna! Four seniormost among them generally formed 
the President and Select Committee, and they tv ere assisted in running the 
factory by the remaining supercargoes and by wnten When business 
Reason was over the supercargoes used to retire to the island of Macao, 
Auber op at pp M8*9 

3 mutmy m the army (p 67) — It broke out on 1 1 February 1764 For 
details see page* 246-7 and 251 2 ante 

4 French King's edict (p 69) — After the Seven Years War the (man 
cia\ condition of the French East India Company (Compagme dex Index) 
deteriorated further so in 1764 its shareholders requested the French 
Government that since the primary responsibility for the stewardship of 
the Company lay with it. it might be freed from stria governmental 
controL This led to the issue of the edict of 1764 by which the control was 
considerably relaxed and the direction of the Company reorganised. S P 
Sen The French in India p 45 

5 Isles of France and Bourbon fp 69) — The Isle of France or 
Mauritius as it is now called is an island in the Indian Ocean 550 mile* 
cast of Madagascar It was discovered liy the Portuguese in 1507 and 
given the name Ccrne On its occupation by the Dutch in 1598 its name 
was changed to Mauritius The French occupied the island in 1710 and 
called it Isle of France The English to whom it belongs since its 
capture from the French in 1810 renamed it Mauritius 

The Isle of Bourbon now known as Reunion is a French Island in 
the Indian Ocean 115 miles south west of Mauritius and 350 miles cast of 
Madagascar It too was discovered by the Portuguese. The French took 
it in 1649 calling it successively Isle of Bourbon Reunion (1798) Isle 
Bonaparte (1809) and Reunion again since 1848 The island was held bv 
Britain from 1810 to 1815 David Patrick. Concise Ga~etterr of the B'arld 

No 11 — /5 February I76S 

] careful survey* agreeable to our orders (p. 73) — Survey* of 
the Hooglilv were to be earned out by the Master Attendant. The order* 
laid down his duties and contained instruaion* in regard to the organisation 
of the Manne Department 

2 Dutch Hast India Company saltpetre and ophiura trades 
(p 78) — The English East India Company had obtained monopoly m Bihar 
of saltpetre trade in 1757 and opium trade in 1761 They permitted the 
other luropean compamc* to purchase only a limited quantity of these 
commodities Tin* naturally led to constant fnction lielwcen the Dutch 
and the English K K Dam The Dutch in Bengal and Bthar I7J0 IP2S 
p n IT 

3 rule for the observance of every Presidency (p 85)— Ia-gallv 
speaking until the cnaamrnt of the Regulating An of 1773 the three 
Presidencies were independent of one another autonomous within their own 
limit and responsible only to the Company in England. But in rnlitv 
there wa* a grw>d deal of interdependence The Directors therefore 
repeatedly imprr* ed upr n ilicm the nerd for mutual hrlp and co-operation 
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Tins was one of the most important principles underlying the Company’s 
early administrative system D N Banerjee, Early Administrative System 
of the East India Company in Bengal, Vol I, p 605 ff 

4 two distinct departments (p 86)— This refers to departments for 
commercial busmess and military operations 

5 Hughley Captors (p 88) — Hooghly was captured by the English in 
1757 The reference is to the treasury accounts of those who fought in 
this expedition 

No. 12 —26 April 1765 

1 Major Munro (p 95) — Maj Hector Munro belonged to 89th 
Regiment of the King’s army He took command of the Bengal army m 
May 1764 

2 phirmaands (p 97) — The reference is to the farmans which the 
Company obtained from the Emperor Farrukhsiyar in 1717, confirming its 
privilege to carry on duty-free trade in Bengal. 

3 agreement between the Nabob Meer Jaffier . . . since the treaty 

(p 97) — By the 10th article of the treaty Mir Jafar agreed to compensate for 
all private losses that might be caused by the impending war with 
Mir Qasim Since no specific amount was mentioned, the Council fleeced 
the Nawab to the maximum In the draft treaty the restitution money 
stipulated was 10 lakhs of rupees , after the treaty it was raised to 20 lakhs , 
and when the Nawab went to Calcutta to settle it, it was further raised to 
40 lakhs The final demand, however, was for 48 lakhs besides the army and 
navy donations A C Roy, The Career of Mir Jafar Khan, pp 279-90 

No. 15 — 24 December 1765 

1 Rajah’s (p 121) — Refers to Tilak Chand Rai who was the Raja of 
Burdwan from 1744 to 1771 

2 coss (p. 123) — Corrupt form of khas which as a revenue term means 
direct management of estates and collection of revenue thereof by the 
officers of government without any intermediate person (such as a zannndar 
or a village chief) between them and the cultivators H H Wilson, 
A Glossary of Judicial and Revenue Terms 

3 Meckley expedition (p 124) — See note on "Rajah of Meekly’ on 
page 484 ante 

4 Plaisted (p 1 24) — Bartholomew Plaisted, Surveyor of Works, to 
whom the following plans and surveys are attributed plan and survey of 
the coast of Chittagong in 1761, sketch of the coast m 1761, and plan and 
survey of the Chittagong Rner m 1764 C R Wilson, op cit , U, p 164 

5 Chittagong River (p 125) — Presumably Kamaphuh, the most im- 
portant river of Chittagong The town of Chittagong is situated on its 
right bank near the mouth The river is 121 miles long, and navigable 
throughout the year for most of the distance Chittagong District Gazetteer 

6 the Tower (p 126) — This refers to the Tower of London where an 
assay office and a mint were situated The records of the mint are aiailable 
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No 21 — 2 May 1766 

1 unummoui request tea ton in Bengal (p 166) — Clive declined 

to comply with the Court* request on grounds of ill health For hi* reply 
*ce p 476 ante 

No 22-/7 May 1766 

1 amicable manner with Mr Law (p 172) — Jean Law dc Lau 
mton on being appointed by the French Government a* Royal Coro mis 
sioner for receiving back from the English the French settlements in India 
In accordance with the Treaty of Pans (1763) returned to India in January 
1765 and look possession of Knnkah Pondicherry and Chandcmagore along 
with its subordinate factories including that at Bilaiore. (Taking over of 
the Balasore factory was delayed for the reason mentioned m para. 14 on 
p 349 ante). The other settlement*, viz Mahe Surat Calicut Yanaro 
and Manilipatara were also restored to the French in the course of 1765 
Sen op at p 34 ff 

No 23 — 17 May 1766 

1 Bulwant Sing s joining u* at the time he did (p 183) — Balvrint 
Singh Raja ot Benares (1739-64 1765-70) had joined Slinh Alam and 
Shujaud Daulali m their inva»ion of BcngaL After tlic di*a»trou* battle of 
Buxar however he went over to the Bnmh camp and was anxious to seek 
their protection and to secure their recognition of his zammdan on the 
same terms on which he had hitherto held it from his liege lord Shujaud 
I>mlah Bv the agreement of 1764 between Shah Alam and the Company 
the ovcrlordship of Balwant Singh* estates was transferred from Oudh to 
the Company but the transfer was disapproved bv the Court of Directors 
and in I76S the control of the estates was restored to Oudh Shujaud Daulah 
agreeing to guarantee Balwant Singh all those estates on the condition of 
his paying him the same revenue as before A. U Smastava 5/iu/n ud 
Daulah \ ot I pp 254-7 VoL II p 14 

2 concession* in favour of hi* country- (p 163) — Tills refer* to 
lhc Treaty of AMalnhatl 176S 

3 the office and power of the King’* Dettnn (p 164) — In it* letter 
dated 24 Januarv 1767 the Select Committee informed the Court that the 
function* of the Dnroti were being earned out according to the latter* 
directions Fart II tlluwt — India House Correspondence Vo! V p 277 

4 concurrent testimonies of Mahmud Rexo Cawn (p 187) — 
Muhammad Riva Khan represented to Clive on 23 June 1765 tliat the various 
amounts given to the memlicr* of Board and other* were extracted from 
Najmud Daulah and not given voluntanlv and that he him elf was emir 
acting as an agent l>ctwcen the parties concerned C.PC„ I pp 416-7 

5 Mooghrer treaty (p !P9j— At the close of 176’ Van ittirt visited 
Mir Qastm at lit* capital Monghvr and concluded an agreement with him 
whetrliv Ijigluli merchants were to pav 0% dutv on the prime emt of all 
gtwuls intended for private trade and iii putc* concerning *uch goods were 
to l>e Investigates! and cttlrd by site- Nawab* offiitr Aciming Van ittart 
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of collusion with the Nawab, the Council insisted on a right to duty-free 
private inland trade m all articles except salt, and rejected the agieement 
K K Datta, Studies m the History of the Bengal Sitbah, Vo] I, pp 327-34 

No. 24-/7 May 1766 

1 the present intended for General Camac (p 194) — Shah Alam wrote 
to Lord Clive on 15 September 1765 that he proposed to give a present of 
two lakhs of rupees to General Cainac for his services in driving out the 
Maratlias and restoring tranquillity in the country Home Public Consulta- 
tion, 25 September 1765, No 7 

No. 26 — 21 November 1766 

1 Joanna (p 200) — Johanna, one of die four islands collecuvely known 
as Comoro Isles, is situated m the Mozambique Channel, between Africa 
and Madagascar It is also called Anjouan Patrick, op cit 

2 suspend Mr. Majendie (p 211) — William Majendie was Secretary 
to the Fort William Board He and a few others addressed a memorial to 
the Court of Directors against Select Committee’s appomtmg four civilians 
from Madras as members of the Fort William Board Though he was sus- 
pended for flouting the authority of the Select Committee, he was later 
leinstated by the Court after a reprimand, as a result of Lord Clive’s recom- 
mendation and his own apologies Banerjee, op cit , pp 210-1 

3 John Johnstone . . like offence (p 212) — On Najmud-Daulah’s 
accession Johnstone had demanded a very large sum of money from him 
After a good deal of wrangling the Nawab gave two promissory notes for 
Rs 1,00,000 and Rs 50,000 payable to Johnstone and his brother respectively 
and another note for Rs 4,75,000 to be divided equally among Messrs John- 
stone, Senior, Middleton, Leycester and Johnstone’s brother CPC, I, 
p 416 

4 Bolackydass (p 214) — The factors at Dacca had boirowed two lakhs 
of lupees from the banker Bulakidas Seth whose name later came to be 
associated with the trial of Nandakumar According to Muhammad Riza 
Khan, the amount recerved by the Company was Rs 2,30,000 Havmg failed 
to get justice in Bengal, Bulakidas sent an agent to England to represent his 
case before the Directors who thereupon ordered an enquiry to be made into 
the matter The payment was finally made in 1769 H Beveridge, The 
Ti tal of Nanda Kumar, p 1 1 ff CPC , I, p 249 , Fort William— India House 
Correspondence, Vol V, p 613 

No 27 — 21 November 1766 

1 Chittabroy’s . . King’s Dewan (p 220) — While the Company 
itself was the Diwan, the actual administration of re\enues m Bihar was in 
the hands of Slntab Rai as Naib Diwan from 1765 to 1772 His activities 
were, to a hunted extent, directed by British supervisors who had an overall, 
though not an immediate, control over the collections Hastings put an end 
to the dual control by abolishing the office of Naib Diwan and Slntab Rai 
was prosecuted for peculation He was later exonerated 
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appointed Persian Interpreter to Carnac m January 1765 and placed in charge 
of die Harkara (Intelligence) Department with the field army in March 
1765 He resigned and sailed for England in January 1766, earrying a lettei 
from Shah Alam to King George III 

5 directions the gentlemen at Dacca had given (p 239) — The Dacca 
factory was attacked by Mn Qasnu s forces and plundered m July 1765 
Forrest, op at , II, p 238 

6 we shall pay to Mr. Van Sittart . . commission (p 240) — Henry 
Vansittart was originally granted, as President, a commission of 2J4 per cent 
on the net annual revenue of the Company s lands in Calcutta and the 24- 
Parganas The Court of Directors not only confirmed this but also granted 
him .i further commission of 2/ 2 per cent on net revenue from the lands 
ceded by Mir Qastm in 1760 This addmon.il emolument was “expressly 
to be understood as a distinct reward due to the personal merit of Presi- 
dent Vansittart”, and was not to he claimed by his successors Banerjee, 
op at , pp 134-6 

No. 2 — 20 February 1764 

1 payment of the thirty lacks (p 246) — This refers to die 10th article 
of Mir Jafar’s treaty with the Company, dated 10 July 1763, by which the 
Nawab agreed to pay “thirty lacks of rupees to defray all the expenses and 
loss accruing to the Company from the war and stoppage of their invest- 
ment ” Bolts, op at, Appendix, pp 16-7 

2 Capt. Jennings (p 247) — Capt William Jennings was the comman- 
dant of die Bengal Artillery from 1758 till his death in 1766 He took part 
m the war with Mir Qasim in 1763 and succeeded Maj Randfurhe Knox 
m command of the field army m January 1764 

3 those returning from Mamlha (p 247) — During the course of the 
Seven Years’ War a British expeditionary foicc was sent from Madras, m 
1762, to Manila in the Philippine Islands then belonging to Spain, an ally of 
France The town was captured within 12 days, but by the Treaty of Pans 
(1763) the colony was restored to Spam and the troops withdrawn 

No. 3 — 19 March 1764 

1 Russian officers, who came out on his ship (p 249) — During the 
Seven Years’ War the Empress of Russia had requested the British Govern- 
ment to arrange for the training of certain Russian officers m advanced 
techniques of navigation on British war-ships But the officers arrived only 
after peace was concluded, so they were accommodated on the Company’s 
ships for their return journey Home Public letter from Court, dated 
6 April 1763 

2 Mr. Graham (p 24 9) — John Graham joined the Company’s service 
as a writer in 1758 He became Sub-Secretary to the Fort William Board 
m 1762 and Secretary m 1763 Later he was appointed Agent for the Com- 
pany’s Navy and administered, m that capacity, the navy donation given 
by Mir Jafar 
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No 5 — 25 March 1764 

1 The appointment of Mr Spencer (p 253) — Vansittart returned to 
England m November J764 and John Spencer assumed office on 3 Decent 
her 1764 

2 memorial (p. 253)— Vnnnttart here refers to hi* work. A Narratwc 
of the Transactions itt Bengal from the 1 ear 1760 to the 1 car 1764 

No 7 — 27 September 1764 

I m a* were at Patna (p 253) — During his war with the Lnghsh in 
1763 Mir Qasim having been beaten m several encounter* retreated to 
Monghyr After staying there for a few days he proceeded with the main 
body of hi* troops to Patna leaving a strong gam son behind to guard the 
fort and taking with him all hi* European prisoner* He wrote a letter to 
\Iaj Adams threatening to put the prisoner* to death if the British army 
continued to advance. When the Nnvnb heard later that Monghyr had 
surrendered he earned out his threat and ordered die European prisoners 
to be murdered On 4 October 1763 Walter Reinhardt commonly known 
oi Sombre or Sararu in compliance with the Nawab* order* massacred 
upward* of fifty cml and military officer* and one hundred soldiers. 

No 8 — 6 November 1764 

1 victory’ at Buxar (p. 260) — On 23 October 1764 Maj Munro 
led hi* troops against the Nawnb Vazir who had encamped for so end 
montli* nt Buxar with an army of 50 000 men and completely routed lnm 

No 9—26 November 1764 

1 murderer* (p 262) — The reference u to the perpetrators of the 
massacre of l’atna — Mir Qasun and Walter Reinhardt. 

2 Beny Bahadre (p 263)— A brahmin of obscure origin Bern Bahadur 
by duu of natural talent ro*c to be Shujaud DauJah s Dtscan in 1755 and Ins 
i\aib in 1759 He was from the verv beginning pro-English in attitude. 
After the battle of Buxar lie was comratuioned by the Vazir to negotiate a 
treaty with the English On the fall of Allahabad he was persuaded by 
Carnac to accept the governorship of Oudh on condition tint he placed 
lus services at the disposal of the British. He accepted but reverted to 
allegiance of ihe Vazir on learning that the English demanded hi* women 
as hostages for his fidelity The Vazir however could not forgive him this 
bjnc and was anxious to chastise him In 1767 lie was dismissed and 
Minded Snvastava op at I pp 262, 281 2 II 33-40 

3 our term* (p 263) — flic Natvab Vazir offered fifty lakhs of rupees 
for the Comjiany and its army and tight lakhs for Maj Munro But in 
his Idler dated 16 Novcinlwr 1764 Mtj Munro informed Beni Baltadur 
that the surrender of Mir (fa im ami Samru vns a condition pmtxUni to 
jwair CJ»C, I p 359 

4 last treaty (p 264y— Tile third arude of this treaty confirmed to 
the I-ngfiih the privilege of carrying on duty free trade in all articles except 
salt * n which a duty of 2*/t per cent was to be levied Bolts op at 
\j»jH-ndix p 1^ 
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No. 10 — 26 November 1764 

1 particular instructions (p 266) — In the beginning of 1764 the Court 
of Directors invested Vansittart with extraordinary powers to enable him to 
deal with the critical situation m Bengal He was to be the sole adminis- 
trator of the Company’s affairs and his orders and directions were binding 
on all the members of the Council as well as other seiv.ints of the Company 
in Bengal. Banerjee, op at, p 181 

No. 11 — 26 November 1764 

1 Committee of Aurungs (p 271) — Tlus Committee looked after the 
investments of the Company In 176S the work of corresponding with the 
Dutch and die French rcgarduig their investments was added to its other 
duties, as the President who hitherto dealt with this work, found little time 
for it Fort William — India House Correspondence , Vol V, pp 434-5 

2 Committee of Lands (p 273) — This Committee, consisting of five 
persons, was set up for the management of the Company's new territorial 
acquisitions in 1760 A covenanted servant was its secretary and accountant 
The President assumed full powers whenever he found it necessary Home 
Public letter from Court, 1 April 1760, para 96 

3 James Rennell (p 275) — Originally belonging to the Royal Navy, 
he entered the Company’s naval service in 1763 and commanded die 
Neptune m which he conducted survey of the Palk Strait and Pamhen 
Channel He was ordered to make a survey of Bengal m 1764 and started 
that work m May He became Surveyor General m 1767 

4 restitution stipulated by the Nabob Meer JafEer in his treaty 
(p 277) — According to the 5th article of the treaty signed m June 1757, 
Mir Jafar was to give 50 lakhs of rupees “for die effects plundered from the 
English inhabitants at Calcutta” during Sirajud-Daulah’s capture of the 
city By articles 4, 6 and 7 he promised to pay one crore of rupees for the 
losses sustamed by the Company during the capture of Calcutta, 20 lakhs 
for the Hmdu and Muslim sufferers and 7 lakhs for the Armenian sufferers 
Bolts, op at , Appendix, pp 5-6 

5 Roydoolub (p 278) — Durlabhram Mahindra, who was commonly 
known as Raidurlabh, was a high official of the Nizamat He served as a 
min ister under Ahvardi, Sirajud-Daulah and Mir Jafar Later he, along 
with Muhammad Riza Khan and Jagat Seth, was appointed for the general 
administration and revenue collection of the Nizamat 

6 last year’s treaty with the Nabob ... be made good to them 
(p 280) — Refers to the 10th article of the treaty widi Mu Jafar, dated 10 July 
1763 Bolts, op at , Appendix, pp 16-7 

7 Mr. Campbell . . the regulations (p 281) — The regulations pro- 

vided for the maintenance of registers m which the receipt, delivery, assay 
and produce of all money sent to the mint was to be entered to the satisfac- 
tion of every proprietor of bullion Also all bullion of sufficient punty was 
to be corned into sikka or Arcot rupees without the process of refining within 
15 days of its receipt Home Public Proceedings, July-December 1764, 
pp 731-4 

32 
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No 12 — 8 December 1764 

1 U*off Cawn’i own troop* (p 290) — Yusuf Khan Subahdar of 
Nell ore, joined the Company* service m 1751 and later became the Com 
man dan t of the Company* Sepoys. In 1761 he was appointed governor of 
Madura and Tume\elly Before long he began to aim at independence m 
consequence of which a force was sent against him After several engage 
menu he was finally seized and hanged on 15 October 1764 Biddulph 
op at p. 110 ff Love op at II pp 515 588 

No 13 — 5 January 176S 

I paper of article* (p 291) — Thu was lent to Maj Munro on 6 
December 1764 for execution by Shah Alarm For particular* sec Bolu 
op at Appendix, pp 20-1 

No 14 — 6 February 1765 

1 the phirmaund (p. 295) — It refer* to the Jarman of Shah Alnm 
dated 20 December 1764 granting to the Company the zamtndan of Ghazi 
pur Benares etc, held by Raja Balvrant Singh. For further particular* 
icc Bolts, op at ^ Appendix pp 21 2. 

2 ht* decease cannot be very remote (p 297)— Mir Jafar expired on 
5 February 1765 aged 74 

No 15—6 February 1765 

1 myself entirely excluded (p 298) — On Qivc* insistence the Court 
of Director* cancelled on 27 April 1764 John Spencer* nomination to the 
governorship of Bengal and transferred him bach to Bombay Forrest 
op at U pp 201 2. 

2 Mr Sumner (p 2 99) — William Bnghtwcll Sumner entered die Com 
panv* service in November 1744 as a writer and rose to be a member of 
the Fort William Board in January 1759 In 1765 he became Second in 
Council and was to succeed Clive in case of his death or return to England. 
Banerjcc op at pp 122 3 

No 16—6 February 1/65 

1 reduction of the balta (p 304) — The Court* letter dated 1 June 
1764 in which they had ordered the withdrawal of double batla reached 
Calcutta in January 1765 soon after the battle of Buxar Forrest, op a 
II p 314 

2 Richard Barwetl (p 304)— Previous to lus appointment as Resident 
at Malda lie wan Sub-Accountant lie held many important positions in 
the Company* service later ami finally rose to be one of the Councillor* 
during the governorship of Warren I fasting*. lie wa* Hasting* greatest 
supporter 

No \7 — 8 February 1765 

1 we propose to nominate authority of the Company (p. 312) — - 

''iscnccT and lus colleagues were aware that Clive was on his way to India 
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with orders to root out such abuses as acceptance of presents, etc So before 
lus arrival, on commg to know of Mir Jafar’s death, they hastened to ack- 
nowledge Ins eldest son Najmud-Daulah as Nawab Besides curtailing his 
power, they required the new Nawab to make donations to the Councillors 
to the tunc of twenty lakhs of rupees and to confirm to the Company’s 
sonants the priulcge of duty-free inland trade Forrest, op at, II, p 261 

No. 18 — 11 March 1765 

1 both places . . . surrendered (p 314) — In die reduction of the im- 
portant forts of Allahabad and Cliunar Maj Fletcher at first tried persua- 
sion and diplomacy with the help of Shah Alam who called upon die garri- 
sons to surrender, but it was of no avail After some hard fighting, the 
beleaguered fort at Allahabad surrendered on 8 February 1765 through the 
mediation of Najaf Khan Chunargarh surrendered to Maj Stibbert on the 
same day with practically no loss on the English side Snvastava, op at, 

I, pp 271-9 

2 son of Miran (p 315) — Saiyid Murtaza Khan alias Mir Saidu He 
was a child of six when lus grandfadier Mir Jafar died Chve, like 
Mr Burdett, was in favour of recognising him as Nawab and ruling m his 
name But before Chve could reach Calcutta Najmud-Daulah w r as declared 
as Nawab Mir Saidu was given a pension of Rs 3,000 a month from the 
Ntzamat He died on 14 January 1810 CPC , VII, p 6, Forrest, op at, 

II, p 261 

3 arrangements . . . made in the Government (p 315) — Najmud- 
Daulah was recogmsed as Nawab on condition that he would appomt as 
minister a person nominated by the English, and he would not remove him 
without their consent The minister was to hold the title of Naib Sub ah 
and was to manage all the affairs of the Nawab Thus the Nawab was 
reduced to a mere figurehead, entire administration being conducted by a 
nominee of the English 

4 accordingly executed it ... of the Durbar (p 315) — The treaty 
with Najmud-Daulah was signed on 25 February 1765 For details see Bolts, 
op at , Appendix, pp 22-5 

5 Mr. Gray . . . dissented from the first part of them (p 316) — On 19 
February 1765 George Gray, a member of the Board, delivered, after the 
fair copy of the proposed treaty with Najmud-Daulah had been read at the 
secret consultation held on that day, a minute m which he expressed him- 
self against reducing the new Nawab into a mere cipher His mam objec- 
tions were to the appointment of Muhammad Riza Khan as Naib Sub ah 
and assumption by the Board of veto power in the appointment of officers of 
the Government. On the next day he delivered another minute, asserting 
among other thin gs that the Naib Sub ah should be a person m whom the 
Nawab might have sufficient confidence Banerjee, op cit , pp 32-5 

6 arrival there of Mr Law (p 316) — Jean Law de Launston, who was 
appointed Governor of the French setdements m India and Royal Commis- 
sioner for receiving back from the English the former French possessions 
m accordance with article 11 of the Treaty of Paris (1763), left France for 
India on 1 April 1764 and landed at Madras on 29 January 1765 He took 
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possession of Kankal on 18 February and of Pondicherry on II April 1765. 
The other setdement* also were taken back by the French in the course 
of the year Sen op ctl pp 54-5 

7 General Cimac mentioned him with the same want of candour 

(p 317) — Vansittart s Council was openly hostile to him on the question of 
private trade earned on duty free by the Company s servants and their 
agents. When Vansittart attempted to reach a compromise on this question 
with the Nawab Maj Caranc was one of those who vehemently opposed 
him and became uncivil and insolent. This resulted m his dismissal 
(Carnac s letter however is not traceable among the Company s records cither 
in India or in England). L. S Sutherland The East Indta Company in 
Exghtecnth-Century Politics p. 116. 

8 Mr Marriott (p 3 1 7) — Randolph Marriott became a member of 
the Council under Vansittart. In 1765 he was sent to Benares as Resident 
but soon got into trouble for appropriating illicit profits from the local mint 
Later he was appointed one ot His Majesty s Justices of the Peace. 

9 reverse of Lord Clive s jaghtre (p 317) — Najmud Da u I ah issued a 
sanad dated 23 June 1765 for the reversion m perpetuity of Lord Clives 
jagir to the Company in 1774 after the expiration of the 10-year term during 
which Lord Clive was to enjo) il Bolls op at v Appendix, p. 76 

No 1£-// March 1765 

1 our engagements provinces upon us (p 31 9) — According to 

the terms of the treat) dated 25 February 1765 the Lngluh were to maintain 
an adequate force to support the Nawab in the defence of the provinces of 
Bengal Bihar and Orissa against all enemies. Ibid pp 22 3. 

2. hon’ble distinctions you have been pleased to shew him (p. 32 1) — 
John Carnac was reappointed C.-in-C. with the rank of Colonel and the tide 
of Brig -General on 20 December 1764 He arrived and assumed command 
of the army at Chunar on 13 February 1765 Snvastava op at I pp 267 
280 

No 20— M March 1765 

1 General Carnac possesses hunsetf of Lucknow (p 324) — A detach 
mem sent bv Carnac occupied Iaicknow In the third week of March 1765 
without obstruction Ibtd^ pp 282 3 

2 Nejlb O Dowla (p 325)— Najibud Daubh the Rohilla chief was the 
prime minister and supreme power behind the throne at Delhi at this droe. 
Shujaud Daubh s proposal to him for an offensive alliance against the hug 
Mi mcl *«t!i an evasive reply Najib excused lum<clf on the pica of hi 
preoccupation with die Jat war Ibid p 286 

3 steps we have taken Nundocamar (p 326) — The whole cliargr 
of ((Oicmmcm was placed in the hands of Muhammad Rixa Khan as the 
Aot£» Subah The collection of revenues was however entrusted to Nanda 
kumar and Raidurlablu Bancrjcc o p at pp. 12-3 

4 procure for jxhi Northern Grcars (p 327) — Niram All had 
offered the uxrhars io the English on condition tliat they would rtnder him 
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military aid \vhcnc\cr m need, but the offer had not been accepted In 1765, 
die Company obtained a grant of all the five sarhars from Shah Alam, which 
were taken over by General Caillaud Nizam All did not silently acquiesce 
in this dismemberment of his dominions, and the dispute continued till 12 
No\ ember 1766 when a settlement was arrived at by which m return for 
the grant of die sarlcars the Company agreed to keep a body of troops ready 
to help the Nizam and to pay him a tribute of nine lakhs annually when 
such aid was not required 

5 Major Pemble (p 329) — Charles Pemble entered the Bombay army 
in 1750 He distinguished himself m the expedition to Manila In 1763, 
he embarked for Bengal with the Bombay troops under Maj Munro He 
commanded the second line at die battle of Buxar He was promoted to die 
rank of Major in 1764 In 1767 he was transferred back to Bombay where 
he became C -m-C m 1768 and held that position till his death in 1770 

No. 21 — 30 September 1765 

1 Upon my arrival (p 330) — Clive boarded the Kent at Portsmouth 
on 4 June 1764 and, after a voyage of little more than ten months, landed at 
Madras on 10 April 1765 He reached Calcutta on 3 Mav Forrest, op cit , 
n, pp 245, 255, 259 

2 This I can assure you happened at Benares (p 332) — On his 
arrival near Benares after the battle of Buxar, Maj Munro sent some troops 
for its defence and issued strict orders against the plunder of die city The 
inhabitants promised to pay four lakhs of rupees for this protection, and 
the Board gladly approved of the acceptance of the ransom as a reward 
to the army Though further levies from the people were prohibited, con- 
temporary sources mention die fact that wealthy inhabitants and merchants 
were compelled to make further contnbutions and that diere was some loot- 
ing also Snvastava, op at , I, pp 250-1 

3 treaty of peace with the Vizier (p 333) — Refers to the treaty be- 
tween Nawab Shujaud-Daulah on the one hand and Nawab Najmud-Daulah 
and the Company on the other, concluded at Allahabad on 16 August 1765 
For details see Snvastava, op cit , II, pp 14-5 

4 expedient of a Select Committee (p 335) — For the Court’s object 
m appointing the Select Committee consisting of Clive, Sumner, Camac, 
Verelst and Sykes, see para 67 on page 55 ante 

5 appointments from another settlement (p 336) — The President and 
Council were empowered to fill casual vacancies m the Council from among 
the senior servants in Bengal But at the instance of Lord Clive the Select 
Committee, m exercise of the extraordinary powers vested m it, decided to 
make appointments from Madras for reforming the system of administra- 
tion m Bengal Banerjee, op at , pp 199-200 

6 allowance for the support of the Nabob’s dignity and power 
(p 337) — According to the agreement with Nawab Najmud-Daulah executed 
through Francis Sykes in July 1765, the Nawab was promised a sum of 
Rs 5,386,131-9-0 or £6,73,266 annually m return for the revenues which had 
been granted to the Company by Shah Alam Bolts , op at, Appendix, 
pp 37-8, 
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7 Juggut Scat (p 339) — -Jagat Seth was not a name but a title borne 
by the senior partner of the great banking house at Munhidabad The utlc 
was first conferred by the Mughal Emperor upon Fateh Chanel the adopted 
son of MantL Chand who u regarded as the founder of the Seth family m 
Bengal. The name of the Jagat Seth referred to here was Khushal Chand. 
Bancxjec op at pp 45-6 

8 appointed joindy his affairs (p 339) — The administrative 
arrangements made bv the Company m February 1765 on the accession of 
Najmud Daulah were materially altered in June 1765 To avoid the danger 
imolved in investing all power m one man i.e Muhammad Riza Khan, it 
was resohed that he should cease to be Naib Subah and that Raidurlabh 
and Jagat Seth be associated with him m the administration of the Govern 
ment, each enjoying an equal share of power and authority Ibid 

9 Mr Sykes (p 339) — Francis Sykes hnd gained experience in the 

country politics first os an assistant and later as a member of the Council 

at Cossimbazar He was appointed Resident at Murshidabad in place of 

Samuel Middleton at the instance of the Select Committee. One of his 
duties was to maintain balance of power among Riza Khan Jagat Seth and 
Raidurlabh ministers of Najmud Daulah. 

10 particulars of these regulations (p 340) — The trade in salt, betel 

nut and tobacco was to be conducted solely by a Society of Trade in which 
all the Company s sen-ants excepting writers and nrmy officers below the 
rank of major were to have shares according to their respective ranks. The 
supplies were to be obtained through Indian merchants and retailed by 
agents generally European at rates 12 or 15 per cent below the average rate 

of the 20 years preceding A duty of 35 per cent on salt 10 per cent on 

betel nut and 25 per cent on tobacco was to be levied by the Company The 
plan was tried on experimental basis for one year Forrest op at II 
pp 301 2. 

11 advantages proposed for the Go ve rn or and Council (p 340) — 
Members of the Council were to ha\c two share* each in the Society of 
Trade and it was calculated that their profits would amount to £7,000 per 
annum per head while the Go\cmor* five shares would yield an income of 
£17300 Ibid 

12 appointing field officers (p 341) — Cli\c realised that military dls 
ciphne could onlv be inculcated b> efficient regimental officers He there 
fore introduced into each brigade more field officers than there were in the 
whole force before he took o\cr charge in 1765 Ibid p 291 

13 Unit Colonel Peach (p. 342) — Joseph Peach a Lieutenant in 
HM s armv was appointed a field officer on the Bengal establishment in 
Mav I7W while he was still in England. He commanded the 2nd Furopean 
Regiment in the 2nd Brigade at Allahabad in 1765 

14 Lieut Colonel Chapman (p 342) — Charles CJiapman was tram 
f erred as Jj CoL from II M s army in 1765 to command the 3rd Bengal 
furopean Regiment in the 3rd Brigade He was appointed C. In-C. in 
December 1773 but resigned in January 1774 
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15 Mr. Verclst (p 344) — Harry Vcrclst succeeded Clive as Governor of 
Bengal m January 1767, and held the office until December 1769 He was 
a great friend and confidant of Clive He is the author of A View of the 
Rtic, Progress and Present State of the English Government in Bengal 

16 Mr. Johnstone . . . throw out some observations (p 344) — John 
Johnstone was the most bitter foe of Cine m the Bengal Council When the 
question of rcccnmg presents was brought before the Council, Johnstone, 
who uas chicfiv implicated, sought to defend himself bv a malicious attack 
on Cine’s acceptance of jagir from Mir Jafar Forrest, op at , II, pp 265-6 

No 22 — 30 September 1765 

1 Act of Restitution of Chnndcrnagore (p 350) — For the Act in 
French and English languages sec Home Public Consultations, 21 June 
1 765, Nos 1 -2 

2 Before Colonel Smith . . representation (p 351) — For details of 
Col Richard Smith’s representation dated 22 May 1765 against the 
orders of the Court of Directors contained in their General Letter of 1 June 

1764, see Home Public Proceedings, 25 January-30 December 1765, pp 13-6 

3 sums which had been received . . . his Excellency (p 352) — Be- 
fore the Committee of the House of Commons m 1773 it was proved 
til at the members of the Board had received large sums of money on 
Najmud-Daulah’s accession Spencer, Rs 2,00,000, Playdell, Rs 1,00,000; 
Burdett, Rs 1,00,000, Gray, Rs 1,00,000, Johnstone, Rs 2,37,000, Leycester, 
Rs 1,12,500 , Senior, Rs 1,72,500 , and Middleton, Rs 1,22,500 Mill, op cit, 
III, p 259 

4 Zemindar confined . . a ghautmanjee (p 353) — The ghat-nianjhi 

employed by Lord Cine was alleged to have hired out to Capt Swallow 
leaky boats for carrying his salt up the country, resulting m great loss to 
the Captain Burdett, as the Zaimndar of 24-Parganas, had therefore 
ordered the ghat-manjhi to be detained in the cutchery Home Public Con- 
sultation, 24 June 1765, No 3(a) 

5 note of hand (p 353) — Raidurlabh is said to have given to Burdett 
a promissory note for Rs 90,000 Home Public Consultation, 14 October 

1765, No 8 

6 Mr. Sykes . . to proceed to Murshedabad (p 354) — Francis Sykes 
was sent to Murshidabad as a deputy of the Select Committee on the sug- 
gestion of Clive He was specially commissioned to examine and report on 
the "equal partition of power between Mahomed Reza Cawn, Doolubram 
and Juggutseat” which was m danger of being disturbed through the ambi- 
tion of Raidurlabh Samuel Middleton, Resident at Murshidabad, was 
informed by the Committee on 9 July 1765 that he should not regard Sykes’s 
visit as a reflection on his capacity for such kind of work Select Committee 
Proceedings, 7 July 1765 

7 Messrs. Sumner . . . constituted the Committee (p 356) — The 
actual decision to institute the Society of Trade was taken at the meeting of 
the Select Committee on 10 August 1765 The plan of the Society was 
framed principally by Sumner A Committee of Trade was formed 
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consisting of four persons, namely Sumner and Vcrelst representing the 
Select Committee and Leycester and Gray representing the CoundL For 
further particulars see Banerjee op cit pp 390-4 

8. donation to squadron under his co mman d (p. 357) — The 
demand for donation to the nary was the most unjustified and iniquitous of 
the extortions from Mir Jafar as the navy as such had hardly rendered 
any service during the war The original demand was for 25 lakhs of 
rupees Mir Jafar strongly protested and even threatened to resign but 
pressure was brought to bear upon him through Raidurlabh and Nanda 
kumar Ultimately the Nawab was not only made to pay lakhs in cash 
but was forced to make a further payment of I2j4 lakhs m instalments and 
to acknowledge in writing that the donation was voluntary The Court of 
Directors was kept in the dark about this transaction for which the Council 
was severely criticised m the Court's letter dated 24th December 1765 Roy 
op at pp 286-90 

No 23 — 28 November 1765 

1 Mr Bolts (p 363) — A merchant of Dutch extraction "William 
Bolts entered the East India Company s service in 1759 He become Second 
in Council at Benares in 1764 He was censured by the Court of Directors 
for carrying on private trade under the Companv s authority and for other 
nets of misconduct and was obliged to resign in 1766. As a result of his 
acrimonious quarrel with the Bengal authonues he was arrested in 1763 
and deponed to England as an interloper He avenged himself b) attacking 
the Bengal Government m his Considerations on Indus Affairs which was 
published by him in 1772. 

2. state of the treasury (p 363) — The Companv had a cvphcr code for 
the purpose of conveying secret and confidential despatches which Clue 
has used m this and the succeeding paragraphs for reporting the state of 
the treasury to the Court of Directors 

No 24 — 29 January 1766 

1 Gerard Guitavui Du Care! (p. 373) — Ducnrel a writer on the Bengal 
establishment was one of those junior servant* of the Companv who lind 
signed the memorial addressed b\ them to the Court of Director* protest 
ing against the appointment of four civilians from Fort St. George as 
mcmlter* of the Fort William Board He soon realised the impropnetv 
of hi* conduct and sought to withdraw his name from the memorial. The 
Court pardoned lnm and directed the Board to give him preference when 
an\ advantageous post suitable to hi* nnk and Handing in the service 
should fall vacant Fort 11 ilham — India House Correspondence Vol V 
pp 27 88 

No 25 —31 January 1766 

I batta should be struck ofT (p 381)— The Courts order* dated 1 
June 1764 regarding the alwditton of double batta liad Item deferred by 
the Fort William Board until the arrival of I /ml Chre. After the treaty 
with the \a«ab \anr of Oudlt Cfivc determined to enforce them anil in 
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Scpicmlur 1765 nottlkd that the prisilcgc would cease with edict fiom 
1 Jnnu.irs, 1766 Fmn>t o/> at, II, p 314 

2 European agents for disposing of the Society’s concerns (p 383)— 
Hie (ntmmtfK of 1 r.ul( suggisud the appointment of European agents 
on -* ( htolur 1765, and the Juliet Committee accepted the suggestion on 
2° Oi tolur I76S Actordmgh lime persons were appointed agents to the 
Salt Sonets Tins were required to e\eiute a penal honcl for Rs 30,000 
and undertake not to indulge in prnate trade or money-lending or interfere 
with the idministiation of justiee or of reunite B.incrjcc, op at , pp 402-4 

3 appointing Mr. Vcrclst, Stiprnsisor (p 3S4) — Ilarrs Verclst svas 
appointed Supers iM»r of tin ns emus of Btirduun in 1765 and of those of 
Muln ipon in the succeeding siai He introduced useful reforms which 
led to a i oi)sidcr«ddt increase in the Conqnnv’s res emus Harry Vcrclst, 
.1 1 tat of rht Ktu Progrt u and Pr< w nt State of the English Government 
tn limpid, pp 72-3, Appendix, pp 212-9 

5 Mooternum (p 386)— Mournm was the agent through whom John- 
stone used to send nitss.igts to Muhammael Ri/a Khan for procuring money 
from Najtmid Datdah ( P( . I, pp 116 7 

8 Rnmnnut (p 387) --In 1761-5, Ramnath, gumashta of Gray, collect- 
ed under the* orders of his master money from the fuirgana of Hasih-Pmjcra 
in Dtnajpur hv oppression and siolmce Home Puhhe Consultation, 5 
Dieemlnr 1765, No 1(a) 

6 memorial of complaint (p 388)— For a cops' of the memorial see 
Buurjet, op at , pp 645 6 

No. 26 — I Ft hr uar \ 1766 

I new mode of carrying on the salt trade (p 396) — This refers to 
Clisc’s second plan for the Society of Trade, approved by the Select 
Committee on 3 September 1766 For details sec Select Committee Pro- 
ceedings, 3 September 1766 

No 28 — 24 March 1766 

1 Malw-ans (p 405)— Maratha pirates svhosc stronghold was Malvan 
in Ratnagin District, Bombay Towards the close of 1812 they svere com- 
pletely extirpated by Col Lionel Smith, and the tosvn of Malvan was ceded 
to the British by the Raja of Kolhapur 

2 Mecr Ashroff (p 408)— Mir Ashraf svas a merchant of Patna em- 
ployed by William Ellis for the purchase of cloth for the Company Home 
Public Consultation, 20 May 1765, No 3 

3 consequence of hts refusal (p 420)— Ensign Thomas French svas 
compelled to accept the scat as Alderman in the Mayor’s Court under 
threat of suspension He held that position till his death m 1768 

No. 30 — 6 September 1766 

1 Committee of Inspection (p 423)— It was appointed on 28 Febru- 
ary 1766 svith Clive, Sumner, Carnac, Verelst, Russell and Aldersey as its 
members, Select Committee Proceedings, 28 February 1766. 
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2. mutinous spirit amongst the military officers (p 426) — The 

orders stopping double baita served as a signal for mutinous conduct of the 
officers which first manifested itself m the brigade at Monghyr and later 
spread to the other two brigades stationed at Bankipore and Allahabad. 
The sepoys however exhibited steady obedience everywhere and Clive soon 
succeeded m restoring discipline among the officers. Mill op at m 

pp 2 w-a 

3 solemn engagements and penalty bonds (p 428) — During the 
mutiny in 1766 the officers leagued together by an oath to preserve at the 
risk of their own lives the life of any officer whom a court-martial might 
condemn to death. Also each officer executed a penalty bond of £500 not 
to accept his commission till double batta was restored. Ibid 

4 Capt. Stalnforth (p 429) — Originally belonging to the King s army 
John Stamforth was appointed Captain in Bengal army while m England 
In November 1764 In September 1766 he was cashiered for threatening 
to assassinate Clive. He was, however reinstated by the Court of Directors 
in January 1770 

No 32 — 8 September 1766 

1 benefits of the Mutiny Bill (p 435) — On the lines of the annual 
Mutiny Acts of England, the Act of 1754 (27 Geo II C. 9) imposed penalties 
for mutiny desertion and similar offences by officers or soldiers in the 
Company s Indian forces Die Fort William Board and the Commander in 
Chief were authorised to hold with the consent of the Court of Directors 
court martial for the trial and punishment of military offences. Courtenay 
nbert The Government of India p 34 

2 a congress was held at Chuprah (p 436) — A meeting between the 
English and Shujaud Daulah and other Indian powers was held at Chapra in 
June 1766 to discuss and decide the terras of a confederacy against a possible 
alliance between Shah A lam and the Mara th as Chit gave up the idea of 
entering into any definite treaty engagement with native powers as there was 
no immediate danger from the Marathas. The only tangible achievements 
of the congress however were the final settlement of relations between Oudh 
and Benares and Shujaud Daulah s clearing off the balance of war indem 
nity m fulfilment of the treaty of Allahabad. Snvastava, op at II 
pp 27-32. 

No 33 — 28 P. oi ember 1766 

1 a new ooe entered Into with the Nabob Syf-O DowUh (p 449) — 
The treaty with Saifud Daulah was concluded on 19 May 1766 whereby he 
was to be paid an annual stipend of about 42 lakhs of rupee* For details 
see JJI.T \\a!«h 7/ii/ory of bfursfndabad p. 169 

2 the two Seats sons of those who were cut off bj Coisim Ali Cawn 
(p 449) — Mir Qasim borrowed in 1766 a large sum of money from the Sctln 
Maluab Rai and Swarup Chand with the help of \ansittart But In 1763 
*u«pccung them to be In some secret conspiracy against him with the 
laighih he interned them Die demand In the English for their release 
was rejected and the two Seths were finally put to death hr Reinhardt near 
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Barh The reference here is to Khushal Chand, son of Mahtab Rai and 
Udwat Chand, son of Swarup Chand Their* claims were admitted by the 
Directors on 16 May 1768 Nandalal Chatterji, Mir Qastm, p 45 if , Bengal 
Past and Present, Vol XXII, pp 80-9, 99-101 

3 Mr. Rumbold was admitted to a seat in Council (p 453 ) — Thomas 
Rumbold who entered the Company’s service as a writer at Madras m 1752 
and was later transferred to Bengal, served as a member of the Council from 
1766 to 1769 He entered Parhament m 1770, and became a Director of 
the Company for 1772 and 1775-7 He was Governor of Madras from 
February 1778 to April 1780 Sutherland, op cit , pp 213-4 

4 Mr. Duffield and Mr. Robertson (p 454) — Capt Vernon Duffield and 
Lt Francis Robertson stationed at Bankipore were cashiered and sent home 
for their part in the ‘batta mutiny’ of 1766 Duffield came out again to 
India in 1775 but was captured when m disguise at Patna Robertson, how- 
ever, was reinstated in 1776 with the rank of Captain and he rose to be a 
Lt Col m 1787 

5 restricting the future Governors . . . interest (p 462) — Clive was 
allowed the commission on Dvwani revenues for having relinquished his 
five shares in the capital stock of the Society of Trade and it was continued 
to Verelst till 1767 when it was stopped by the Court’s orders dated 
20 November 1767 The Governor and Council were, however, compensated 
for the ban on private inland trade by a commission of 2/i per cent on the 
Company’s total Bengal revenues (minus due deductions) of which die 
Governor was entitled to 31/l00th share Banerjee, op cit , p 140 If 

No. 34 — 5 December 1766 

1 his wild ambition (p 474)— When the English refused the military 
aid wanted by Shah Alam for achieving his ‘wild ambition’ of seating him- 
self on the throne of Delhi, he sought the assistance of Malharrao Holkar, 
promismg him in return the cession of Allahabad and Kora districts The 
negotiations, however, broke down due to intense English hostility to the 
enterprise Srivastava, op cit, II, pp 27-8 
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Am uuioMin (Abert rombte), Capt Burnu, 
of the Pnnci of If uhs, >9, 155, 10 be 
'em to England, 181 
\ccountmts, to be recruited in England, 
400 401 

Account's of Trench prisoners of war, 
23-4, Ml , of bonds lost during capture 
of Calcutta. 24 6, 42, 214 280 1, 506, 
459 60, of Restitution Tund, 26 7, 87 S, 
277-80 , of Omich mil's bequests, 27-S , 
maintenance and transmission, 52-3, 
86-7, 127, 180. 305. 558, 400, 401. 4IS9, 
459 60 , of ships, 79, 156 7, 21S9, of 
Btirdvvan revenues, 121-5, 147, 14S, of 
salaries 155 6, irregularities, 157-60, 
regulation of remittances by drafts on 
the Court, 214 6, 222, .327-8 , statements 
re treasure, 363 4, 397, 420, 464, of 
aurangs, 367, 447, str also Bills of Ex- 
change , Bond Debt 

— Committee, reduction in salarv of staff, 
156 

Act of Parliament, for punishing mutiny 
and desertion, 177, 362, 428, 432, 435-6, 
456, 457 

Adams, Maj Thomas, engagements against 
Mir Qasim, \ix , services appreciated, 
46, 47, to be Brig -General, 51 , death, 
237, 238, 494 , construction of memorial 
of, 121, 451 , note on, 486 
Admiral Pocock (ship), 102, 196, 198, 203, 
248, 255, 268, 281, 301, 328, 366 
— Capt , see Riddell, Capt Thomas 
Admiral Stevens (ship), 167, 168, 170, 202, 
346, 349, 362, 364, 366, 409 , purchase of, 
359 

— Capt , see Griffin, Capt J 
Admiral Watson (ship), 10, 229, 365, 367, 
403, 422, 439 

Afilcch, Capt Philip, of the Argo, 236, 
302 , commended, 365 6 
Africa, trade vvath, 92, 408, 483 , see also 
Angola , Guinea 
Ajax (French ship), 443 
Albany, see Duke of Albany 
Albion (ship), 60, 62, 63, 70, 84, 85 , lost, 
91 

— Capt , see Larkins, Capt William 
Aldermen, of Fort William, see Mayor’s 
Court 

Aldersey, William, transferred from 
Madras to Bengal as Member of Board, 
173, 174, 217, 225, 336, 362, 388, 392, 399, 
420, 421, 430, 464, 479 , arrival expected, 
394, assumes office, 414, Secy to Board, 
453 , resents Rumbold’s appointment, 
475 

Alexander, James, 210 , to be Member of 
Board, 173, 174 

33 


Allahabad (Ehabad, Elyabad, Iliabad, 
Illahabad, Ilhnbad), x\, 292, 324 , cap- 
tured, xxii, 314, 499, treaty of, xxu-m, 
xxiv, 449, 501 , Col Smith’s brigade at, 
xxxm, 227, 381, 390 , mutiny at, xxxiv, 
435 

Allen, Capt John, of the Clive, 60 
Allen, Mathew, surgeon, 321 
Altlinm, William, factor at Fort Marlbro’, 
S2 , SurvLvor of Public Roads, 121 , dies, 
412 

Amalnama (authority to manage or ad- 
minister property), 223 
America (II M ship), 60 
Ammi (Office of amin, ic officer engaged 
in revenue collection, or judge and arbi- 
trator in civil causes), 413 
Ammunition, see Arms and Ammunition 
Amphlctt, Thomas, Chief Engineer, 
Bengal, 19, commended, 20, note on, 
485 


Amynnd, George, Director of E I Coy, 8, 
9, 35, 37 

Arn^att, James, Alderman, resigns, 419 
Am\att, Peter, Member of Board, dismiss- 
ed, 3, 483 , deputed to Mir Qasim, 32 
Anderson, David, writer, 211 
Angola, Africa, purchase of slaves at, 71 
Angus, James, officer of the Admiral 
Stevens, 359 

Anbenvyke (ship), 60, 62, 71, 91, 197 
Ann (sloop), 455 

Anson (ship), 102, 103, 164-5, 168, 440, 
464 , illicit trade aboard, 142 
— Capt , sec Chick, Capt Edward Lord 
Apothecaries Hall, London, 444 
Arcot, Nawab of, see Muhammad Ah 
Khan 

Argo (ship), 117, 160, 165, 236, 252, 268, 
270, 290, 302, 347, 348, 365-6, 373, 404 
— Capt, see Affleck, Capt Philip 
Armenians, the, restitution money paid 


to, 279 

Arms and Ammunition, for Bengal, 38, 
52 , for various settlements, 65, 99, 106-7, 
203-4 , stock-taking, 75 , not to be sup- 
plied to Indian powers, 77, 450 , illicit 
trade, 113, 188, 200, 474, quality, 206-7, 
367-8 , inadequate supply, 259 , see also 
Gunpowder , Guns , Military Stores 

Army, E I Coy’s, mutinies, xxi, xxxiv- 
xxxv, 67-8, 83, 95-6, 247-8, 251-2, 258, 
263, 362, 418, 426-8, 429, 431-2, 434-6, 
454, 477, 506 , reorganised bv Clive, 
XXXlll-V, 49-51, 356, 393, 416, 474, 486, 
Nawab of Bengal shares expenses, 
xxxm -iv, 96, 259-60, 265, 273, 312, 315, 
326, 461, 487, stoppage of double batta, 
xxxiv, 28, 51, 129, 188, 304, 381-2, 393, 
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426, 428, 431 434 454 498, 5<H-5 pod 
tlan vis -a tu F W Board, 6, 49 128, 
174 1 6 194 487 expenditure on, 28, 
128-9 180 222, 431 recruitment, 32 3 
39 40-1 69 71 72, 84-6 99 112, 114 
138, 140-1 153-S, 165 188, 198, 213 316 
promo tkm policy 35 152, 372 appoint 
menu, resignations, promotion*, 44 5 
n 7 5-6, 416 ban on presents, 53 361 
437 cavalry 96, 259 Mir Jafar’* dona 
tion 97-8, 134-5 418, 437-8 clothing, 
118-9 206 269 444 4 4 bullock* for 
129 461 booty money 135 355-6 501 
cantonment*, 209 372 Incorporation of 
King’* troop* into, 237 necessity of 
adequate European force, 252, 258-9 
319 368, 416 4/3-4 remora) of French 
men from, 282, 307 321 2 Shah A lam 
to share expenses, 295 314 461 tub- 
onlinated to drll authority 306, 341 2 
mortality during royage, 329 corrup- 
tion and Indlsdpllae, 332 3 field 
officer*, 341 34-, 350 1 427 432, 502 
three year*’ bond by officer*, 429 432, 
456-8 hospital for 451 check* on 
\cnerral disease, 460-1 and passim 
see also Arms and Ammunition Cadet* 
Military Store*. 

— C. In CL, allowance*, 128-9 see also 
dire Robert. 

Army King of England* expense*, 99 
46’ departure for England, 142, 238, 
’49 254 281 2, 296, 307 318 cnlUt 
mem in Cot a serrlce 237 engagement* 
against Sbujaud Daulah, 258 question of 
execution or cosecant* by officer*, 457 
Arrack, from Batavia 235 
Athbumer June*, factor die*, 453 
■ishbumham (ship), 72, 75 423. 
ri**a^(iMj>), 170 229 347 348 319 365 

— Capu, see Iogli*, Capt. C. 

Ail Jama (original ai«eisraent of land 
revenue without any extra cer-) 124 
Assay Matter see Campbell Alexander 
Arxari (carriage, vehicle, conveyance), 
397 

lunrr/namnflr see Amolnama. 

Aumrmy tee 1 mini 
An ours (place* where rood* are macu 
factored), 119 1 1, 3^0 328, 338 365 
366, 368, 369 409 409 410 supervision 
bs muiunitt! servants proposed, 144 
Ji3 amounts, 367 447 management 
through £umashtas In lead of junior 
servant*, 396- 446, 460 4 0 

— Committee 2 1 446 note on 497 
Aurangielr, grant* privilege of duty free 
trade to Coy lilt. 

Au mart (tvpc of broadcloth), 69 


Rscvux (Barm’ll, Bagnoi), Thoma tur 
grrni 81 4j3 
111 ha r see Bihar 

IkjkMfcf (ti It pavmastcr), account* of 

131 

BaUwue (BalUvort) On u mioratton of 
French factory at. 1 “2, 349 4|0 I rev 
taxation to the Dultb of j lot at, 448 


Balaaore Road (Ballasore Road) 14 note 
on, 483 

Baletne (H. M. ship) 60. 

Balwant Singh, Raja of Bcnare*, 417 
-amindari restored to, J83 Coy’* ncqui 
sitioo of hi* tamindan 291 293 314 
317 note on 492. 

Band (cocoon* gathered In a particular 
season), 367 

Bandermalanka, see Bendamnrlsnka. 
Banks, Sutton private merchant, 358-9 
Baranagar (Bamagore), 24-Parginas Dist 
Bengal, doth from, 77 240 408. 

Bara sat (Barrasutt) 24-Pargana* Dist, 
Bengal, 464 

Barford, Francis, 2nd mate of the Hector 
114 

Boryat (forcing people to purchase goods 
at more than market price), abolition of, 
136 

Barker Sir Robert, Cot. of 3rd Battalion 
at Patna and chief of artillery xxxlii 
50, 51 1/7 321 342, 351 to be Member 
of Select C ommi ttee, 56 note on, 487 
Barkley (Barclay) Capt. Charles, of the 
Pacific 60 412, 487 

Baron, Chriitopher Director of E. L Coy 
37 56, 59 70 93 168, 181 192, 195 

219 227 229 231 
Barrell, Ensign Savage, 85 
Barrington, Fitxvriillam, Director of F- 
I Coy 100 101 116 164 167 168 181 
192, 195, 219 227 229 231 
Harriett, Copt. Barnabv of the Lord C/rtr 
198. 

Barton William, asst at Makla, 305 
Harwell John, writer 68 j resigns, 81 
Banrcll, Richard, services praised 128 
364 305. Resident at Maids 175, 409 
446 Sub- Accountant 27" note on 
498 

Bam ell, William, Director of E. I Coy 44 
59 231 

Basra (Bussorah), Iraq goods for 63 107 
204 

BatnTla (modrrn Djakarta), Indonesia, 62 
106, Jb 7 479 arrack and timber from, 
235 

Batca, set Bettlah 

Bit son Stan lake Chief of Cmvlmbazar 
*u nervded, 3-4 Member of Board. 5 6 
at l*atna 240 418 complaint* against, 
246 dlsmiised, 8 2 4 not to be rein 
stated, 47 55 departure 305 note on, 
483 

Bella (extra pay or allowances to soldiers), 
xxxlii 134 180 460 461 alxdltlon of 
double batta xxxlv 28, 41 l"*9 1*8 

W 3S| 2, 393 4-6, 428 4J1 434 4J» 
49S 504 5 j note on. 487 
Baths (rate of di*or*unt), 127 on 

rupee 126 277 2 8 •) VO 67 J on 

tamiat rupee 449 

I lea a tooth Anselm. Resident at Mldna 
pore 125 274 resign*. 305 
Berber Richard cm working of Dirum 
xxvi to be Member of fVord I7J 174 J 
to be Member of Select Ommlttre 1 ‘ J 
lease* for Bengal. ’|0 
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15cck, Capt John Francis do, promoted, 
152 

BtiKtnhnm (ship), *10, *15, 202 
Beef, for Fort Mnrlbro’, 04, 107, 204 
Bega, see Bigha 

Begum Surah (Bygusarni?), near Patna, 
rtstontion to the French of plot at, 44S 
Bcll.nm and M.ipluoft, dues from, 449 
Benares, 490 zammdart assigned to Co\ 
In Shah Alim, win, 490, 49S , boot\ 
monc\ from, 154, 532, 355, 501 , mint 
at, 413, 463, fnctorv to he withdrawn, 
414 

— Chief of Factors, vtt Marriott, Ran- 
dolph 

— Raja, s»r Balwant Singh 
—Resident, to he recalled, (47, vie also 
Sage, Isaac 

Bcncoolen, see Tort Marlhro’ 

Bend imurlanha, Godavari Dm , Madras, 
ship building at, 442 

Benficld, Paul, Civil Architect and Asst 
Fngmeer, Madras 21 
Bengal (Tort William Presidenev), mis 
government in, \vu , finances of, 28, 
goods for, 62, 75 6, 106, 203 , invasion 
apprehended, 67, 77 , recruits for, 69, 
71. 72, S4-6, 93-4, 99, 1 12, 1 14, 14 1, 154 5, 
165, 213, postil arrangements between 
Madras and, 128, 276, 390, 462, census 
of free merchants and seafaring persons 
in, 166, revenue of, 220-1, 337, 436, 
defence of, 252, 258 9 , illicit trade in 
arms, 474 , state of affairs on eve of 
Clue’s departure, 477-8 
— Government, see Court of Directors, 
Fort William Board 

— Governor, see under Fort William Board 
— Natb Subah, see Muhammad Ri/a Khan 
— Nawab, see Sirajud-Daulah , Qasim Ah 
Khan , Jafar Ah Khan , Najmud- 
Daulali , Saifud-Daulali 
Bengal Merchant (ship), 365 
Bengal River, see Hooglilv River 
Bern Bahadur (Beny Bahadre), Shujaud- 
Daulah’s naib, 263, 291 , note on, 496 
Bennett, Ensign Benjamin, 41 
Bcnslcy, William, vvritcr, 175, 218 
Bently, Charles, commended, 415 
Betel-nut, trade by Coy’s servants in, xxix, 
xxxi, 7, 54, 97, 98, 101, 136, 137, 146, 
148, 189, 331 , Society of Trade’s plan 
for, 340, 356, 383, 395, 438, 469, 502, 
revenue from, 431 

Bettiah (Batea), Champaran Dist , Bihar, 
timber from, 450 

Bevan, Thomas, Member of China Coun- 
cil, 61, 105, 201 , Resident at Canton, 62, 
106, 201-2 

Bhoipur (Boujepore, Budgpore), Shahabad 
Dist , Bihar, 95, 96 

Biggleston, Martin, 3rd mate of the Earl 
Temple, 13, 166-7 

Bigha (measure of land which, in Bengal, 
equalled 1600 sq yards or little less 
than £rd of an acre), 121 
Bihar (Bahar), revenue administration, 
xxiv-vi, 220-1, 337-8, 436, 493 , fortifica- 
tions, 96 , defence against the Marathas, 


43/ , restoration of French territories in, 
448, Coj’s monopoly in saltpetre and 
opium trade, 488 

Billers, William, reprimanded, 4 , accepts 
illegal gratification, 173, Member of 
Board, 5, 48, 57, 240, 244, 246, 248, at 
P.una, 240, 263, 418, death, 354 
Bills of Exchange, 29, 218, 231, 241-4, 
250 1, 272, 283-9, 308-11, 322, 374-9, 
421-2, 430, 465-8, regulations re, 178-9, 
214-6, 363, 381, 406 
Bird, Shearman, writer, 110 
Bisdom, Adrian, dues from, 459 
Black, Lt Alexander, of artillery, 41 
Blake, John Bradlcv, Member of China 
Council, 201 

Blcvvitt, Capt John, of the Admiral 1 Vat 
son, drowned, 403 

Blomcr, Rev Thomas, to be chaplain at 
Fort William, 150, 463 
Blount, Samuel, Member of China Coun- 
cil, 61 

Boddam, T, paymaster, frauds by, 22 
Boileau, John Peter, writer at Madras, 68 
Bolnckjdass, see Bulakidas Seth 
Bolts, William, factor, xxxm, 363 , on 
Socictv of Trade, xxxn , reprimanded, 
4-5 , misconduct at Benares, 413 , Alder- 
man, 462 , resigns, 463 , note on, 504 
Bombay, goods from England for, 63, 107, 
204 , saltpetre for, 66, 95, 255, 270, 281, 
301, 328, 348, 349, 447 , ship-building at, 
73 4, 118, 404, 442 , cloth for, 75-6, 406, 
ships for and from, 103, 164, 198, 425-6, 
440 , demand for woollens at, 104 , army, 
112, 153, 166, 177, 213, 235, 372, 427, 
429 , money for, 348, 349 , illicit trade 
in arms at, 474 , and passim 
— C in C , see Gouin, Maj John 
— Governor, see Crommclm, Charles 
— Governor in Council, 36-7, 38 , censured, 
90 


-Select Committee, abolished, 43 
Bond Debt, E I Coy’s, proposed payment, 
364, 397, 406 

Bonds, payments re bonds lost during 
capture of Calcutta, 24-6, 42, 214, 2 80-1, 
306, 459-60 

Books, for Bengal, 31-2, 88, 361 
Booth, John Lloyd, writer, 110 
Boscawen (ship), 72, 76, 86, 102, 235, 240, 


248, 254 

Boughton, Charles William, writer, 68 
Boujepore, see Bhojpur 
Boulton, Henry Crabb, Director of E I 
Coy, 8, 9, 35, 37 , Member of Secret 
Committee, 38, 102, 140, Dy Chairman, 
44, 45, 56, 59, 93, Chairman, 94, 100, 
101, 116, 132, 138, 139, 164, 167 
Bourbon (modem Reunion), Indian Ocean, 
possession resumed by French Govt, 69 , 
note on, 488 

Bowen, Rev Fumival, chaplain at Fort 
William, 23 , retires, 239, 276 
Bowland, Capt John, of the Crultenden, 
103, 171, to be dismissed, 160, ex- 
onerated, 425, 441 

Boyd, John, Director of E I Coy, 8, 9, 37, 
44 , Member of Secret Committee, 38 
Bridger, Lt John, to be deported, 83-4, 161 
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Bright, George, writer 68, 412, 456. 

Brisco, John, writer 21] 

Britarmii (ship), 59 103 106 103, 114 115, 
423 440 

— Capt_ tee Rous, Capt. Thoma* Bate*. 

British Mp), 102, 198, 201 204 235 

— Capt* tee Plgnu Capt. P Williamson 
Capt. Ric h ard. 

Broadcloth, aale, 269 
Brohlcr Capt. John, 19 fraud* by 22. 
Brooke, Capt. Robert, 60 65, 487 
Brown, Cape. B6at Louis, resigns, 371 417 
Brown Robert, factor die*. 275 
Browne, John, Alderman diet, 462. 
Browne, John, Director of E. L Coy 8, 9 
35 37 

Buck, Lt George, to be deponed, 83-4 
debarred from Coy’* service, 161 
Buckingham (»hip), 360 
Buckley Ensign John, 4] 

Buddal (Bixldaul), ewst of Malda Bengal, 
tturafig at, 323 446, 460 
Bodgpore ten Bbolpur 
IlulakkUs Seth (Bolackydassl, payment* 
due to, 214 493 

Bullion (*pede) export, xxvl 381 *car 
dty 222 for China, 437 445. 

Bullock, Lt William. 85 
Bullock*, for army 129 461 
Bulwand Sing Bui want Sing, ice Balsrant 
Singh. 

Bund *ee Band 

Burdctt, John. Member of Board, 240 
241 246 248, 250 251 252, 260 26! 
266 283, 290, 293, 297 313 315 317 
323 bill of exchange for 276-7 clash 
with CUre and resignation 35"* 3, 360 
361, 369-70 391 303 debarred from 

Coy * service 173. 

Burdwan, Bengal, 7 461 revenue adminis- 
tration 21 80 121 3, 147 148 150 159 
184-6 223-4 228 23 73 320 355 

47 3 494 surrey 79 allowance* of 
residency staff 123-4 factors' building*. 
149 303 3^0 cession by Mir Qaslm, 
485 

— Chief see Johnstone John Marriott, 
Randolph 

—Raja, tec TUak Chand RaL 
— Supervisor of Revenue*. ire \ ere 1st 
Harry 

Burfovo, Robert writer 68 dies, 453 
Burgball, Cant. Ll Ccorge JW 2*3 
cashiered, 3i9 
Bur taut see Hartal 

Burke 1-dmund. on acqul Itlon of tlkrani 
xxlt 

Burmese (Burmah ), the Coy « aid to 
Manipur against, 19 

Burrow John Member of China Council, 
61 6.. 

Burrow Robert Director of F- L Coy 8 
•» 15 37 44 45 <9 0 94 
Bu hlfe Iran good* for M J0“ 201 
Pu vorah, see Basra 

Bute (hip). 3 6 |19 141 ^ 1U 194 

199 "OL 48 ( 301 318. 

349 VI 

— Capt, see \fjltbnd, Caps Patrick. 


Butler James, to be practitioner engineer 
and ensign, 21 

Bnxax Shahahad DUt-, Bihar battle of 
xnli, xxi 133 134 260-1 263 496 

Shujaud Daulah’* withdrawal toward*, 
257 261 

Buxey *ee BakhshL 


Caas see Khas. 

Cadet*, for Bengal, 111 213-4 preference 
to direct recruit*, 152. 

Caernarvon (ririp), 10 102, 254 267 301 
319 347 illicit trade aboard, 113 114 
268 

CaiBaud, Brig. -General John, Member of 
Board, 5, 6 Member of Select Com 
mlttee, 8 to be *econd In command of 
Madras army 49 Colonel, 51 note on, 
486. 

Caibrrath (Calbralth), Cape George, of 
the Lord Anson 39 154 5 

Calcutta (»hlp), 102, 117 198, 203, 205 281 
301 303 347 

— Capt„ tee Thomson Capt. George. 

Calcutta, capture, 24 42, 277 280 459 
survey 79 Investment, 93 revenue, 
’>73 dock*. 373 *ale of *alt, 395 
postponement of punyaha 405-6 con- 
trol over Imported necessaries 407 
444 5 high co*t of living 438-9 
cemetery and church, 451 j and passim 
see also Fort William Mint. 

—Mavor see IJtier Jamcm. 

— Sheriff, sec Majendie, William 

Calcutta Land*, Calcutta Pergunnahs, 
Calcutta Purgannah*, tee Twenty four 
Pargana*. 

Call T„ Chief Engineer at Madras, 210 
411 

Camden tee Lord Camden 

Cameron Hugh die*. 275 

Cameron Ensign Keneth, of Infantry 41 

Camlets (CamDkta, Cambletts) 64 107 


203-4 

Campbell, Alexander Junior Merchant 
promoted, 175 Assay and Mini Matter 
Mo 239 273 281 306, 360 367 Secy 
to Select Committee 389-90 commend 
ed 450 

Campbell Co] Charles 51 
Campbell Capt. Donald, to be Major >4 
Canary Islands, Atlantic Ocean, 69 197 
Canton ships for 60 61 2 roods for 64 
107 8 204 Investment 348-9 365 380 
— Residents at, 62. 106 "*01 2. 

Cape John, chaplain, 23 
Caramnavva, see karamnam Riser 
Carlisle (shlpk 365 

Carnac MflJ John, operation* a gal rot 
Shu bud Daulah x* 41 *57 ^4 317 
3 4 Col. of 1st Battalion xxsUl 50-1 
350 500 dlsml «ed. 3, 34 : resolution to 
call him to Board *n non military 
affairs, 4 j reinstated. 37 4 ’*74 3 I 

Member of Board. 4*. 57 38 1 4 
r3 4^0 421 430 464 4 9j Brig 
General, 51 303: Member *1 M** 

Committee 55 1 6. 390, 391 439 4 4J 
tackles mutinies In Bengal army 6? 
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247- S, 252, 427, 435, Court supports his 
conduct, 95, 153, reason for his declin- 
ing command of Bengal armv, 152-3 
present from Shah Alam, 194, 332, 3 61, 
495, differences with Board re stri- 
tega,^257-S, 265 6, clash with Vansir- 
tart, 317 500, on end control o\cr the 
arnn, 306, intends to resign, 363, 
praised bv Cine, 598, charges against 
Fullerton, 417-8, attends congress at 
Chapra 436, note on, 4S3 , and passim 

Carnac, Capt Setpio, S5 
Carnce, William, surgeon, 35 
Carter. Roger, Gmernor of Fort Marlbro’, 
29 resigns, 151 

Cartici, John, Chief of Dacca, 4, Member 
of Board, 5, 48, 57, 174, praised b\ 
Cine, 344 

Case, Samuel Bartholomew, writer, 1112, 
275 

Census, of persons within Co\’s jurisdic- 
tion, 28, 166 
Common (ship), 366 

Chambers, Charles, Director of E T Cov, 
8, 9, 35. 37, 44, 45, 56, 59, 70, 93, 100, 
101, 116, 132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 168, 
181, 192, 195, 219, 227, 229, 231 
Chambers, John, to be Member of Board, 
48, 57 

Chambers, Hicco\ and Dent er, wine mer- 
chants, 205 

Chanucr (Chnmmicr), John, silk expert, 
83, 373 

Champion, Capt Alexander, promoted, 
238 , placed under Chief of Midnaporc, 
129, 133, rank vis-a-vis Fletcher, 177, 
305, 351 , operations against Shujaud- 
Daulah, 247, 262 , sent to Midnaporc, 
296 , note on, 490 

Chandernagorc, restored to the French, 
172-3, 316, 349-50, note on, 503 
Channel Creek, on the Hooghlv, survey of, 
442 

Chaplains, 23, 463 , allowances, 156, 276 
Chapman, Lt Col Charles, to command 
3rd Battalion, 342-3, 351 , note on, 502 
Chapra (Chupperab, Chuprali), Saran 
Dist , Bihar, 262 , restoration of French 
factory, 350, 448 , congress of various 
pow'ers, 436-7, 506 

Charlton, Francis, reinstated as Member 
of Dacca Council, 22, 274 , appointment 
as Member of Board cancelled, 355 
Chatham (H M ship), 60 
Chauth (fourth part of land revenue 
demanded by the Marathas as price of 
forbearing to ravage enemv country), 
478 

Chesterfield , see Earl of Chesterfield 
Chick, Capt Edward Lord, of the Anson, 
103, dismissed, 142 
Chief Engineer — 

—Bengal, see Amphlet t, Thomas , Martin, 
Capt Fleming 
- — Madras, see Call, T 
China, 28, 60, 71, 72, 73, 95 , arrangements 
for investment, 33, 65-6, 109, 208-9, 236, 

248- 9, 254-5, 365, 380, 397, 406, 426, 437, 
445, 473 , members of Council of Super- 
cargoes, 61-2, 105 , 106, 201-2, ships for. 


62, 103, 105-6, 109, 197-8, 199, 201, 423, 
443, treasure and money for, 76, 91, 
117, 160, 171, 179-80, 268, 270, 280, 302, 
363 , ban on import of opium, 165, note 
on, 4S7-S , see also Canton 
Chinargur, Chirnagur, Chirnarghur, sue 
Chunargarh 

Chinese, the, at Fort Marlbro’, 236 , de 
mind custom duties, 366 
Chinsura, Hooghly Dist , Bengal, 17, 410 
Chitnbroy, Chitrabroy, sec Shitab Rat 
Chittagong, Bengal, 461 , piece-goods, 16, 
not to be fortified, 20, 34, 79, 239, 273, 
485, revenues, 21, 80, 124-5, 159, 273, 
shipbuilding, 73-4, 118, 404, 441, sur- 
\c>, 79, 124, 149, factor)” buildings, 124, 
273, 303, 372 , prnatc docks, 125 , imest- 
menr, 320 , French claims, 448 , ceded 
bv Mir Qasim, 485 

— Chief, 7 , see also Vcrelst, Harry , Play- 
dell, Charles Stafford 
— Chief and Council, 19, 77 . 

Chittagong Rner, see Kamaphuh River 
Chorom.nndcl, see Coromandel Coast 
Chout, see Chauth 

Chubeza Bafta (variety of cloth), 446 
Chunam (lime), 159 

Chunargarh (Chinargur, Chirnagur, Chir 
narghur), Mirzapur Dist, UP, capture 
of, \\n, 292, 314, 499 
Chupperab, Chuprah, sec Chapra 
Circiiade (snow), 170 

Clements, Capt John, of the Royal Char- 
lotte, 60 , supercargo for Mocha voyage, 
62 

Clive (shin), 60, 64, 72, 85, 93, 197, 404 
Clive Robert, Lord, Governor and C in 
C of Bengal, concludes treaty of Allaha- 
bad, xxn, xxm-iv, 333-4 , on gains from 
Dvwam, x\v, 337-8 , his jagir, xxvi-viu, 
43, 53, 179, 215, 249, 276, 316, 317, 327, 

344- 5, 353, 464, 486, 500, 503, on cor- 
ruption and indiscipline among Coy’s 
servants, xxx, xxxn-m, 330-3, 339-40, 
343-4, 400-2 , regulates inland trade by 
Cov’s servants, xxxi-u, 340-1, 394-7, 431 , 
armv administration, xxxin-iv, 50, 129, 
341-3, 355-6, 393, 432, 458-9, 486, sup- 
presses ‘batta mutinv’, xxxiv-v, 427, 
431-2, 435, recommendations re Coy’s 
servants, 44-5, 173, 175, 181, 342-3, 344, 

345- 6, 399-400, 416, 498, salary and 
allowances, 49, 55 , to be Maj General, 
51 , voyage to India, 52, 501 , President 
of Select Committee, 55, 176-7, 390, 391, 
418, proclamation re appointment as 
Governor of Bengal, 56-8 , Court’s appre- 
ciation, 95, 96, 97, 100-1, 128, 167-8, 169, 

] 93, 228, Court’s request to extend stay 
in Bengal and his refusal, 167-8, 182, 
194-5, 229, 476-7, 478, 492, proposed 
tour of various provinces, 229, 393-4 , on 
composition and functions of F W 
Board, 331, 335-6, 362-3, 391-2, 398-9, 
on tasks before him after taking charge 
as Governor, 334 , on European trade, 
338 , on administrative arrangements 
after Najmud-Daulah’s accession, 339 , 
seeks Court’s approval of his adminis- 
tration, 345, 364, 398-9, dispute with 
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Burden, 352 3 360, 369-/0 503 on state 
of treasure 363-4 397 Gray’* com 
plaint* against, 38“ propose* ratrlc 
Hon* on Governor’* private trade 394 
462, 4 1 507 on mode of Investment 
396-7 propose* to resign 398 at 
Murshidabad to settle revenue, 426, 434 
436, 43 / 449 assassination planned by 
Capt. Stalnforth 429 454 suspect* per 
tonal resentment of Bengal drlllan*, 
432 attend* congress at Chapra, 436 
Indisposed, 464 4 6 improvement in 
health, 479 departure from India and 
appraisal of hi* work xxxt vl, 431 
432 3 477-8 and passfrru 
— A.D Ck, see Grant, Capt Robert. 

Cloth, aid to Soraatra re-, 45 for Coy* 
settlements, 6M 66, 75-6, 106-7 203-4 
406 from Baranagar 77 240 408 for 
tent*, 91 408 Illicit trade In 143 tlm 
Ing and method of dispatch 165-6 
packing 206 export, 365 366 367 
from Santlpur +46 set also Bread 
cloth Long Ell*. 

Coast and Bar (Coromandel Coast and Bar 
of Bengal) *hlps for 60 61 1 72, 103 

197-8 423 

Coast nnd China, see Coromandel Const 
and China res/* 

Coffee from Mocha, 61 94 199 202. 
Coinage and Currency commission to 
Governor of Bengal from coinage duty 
49 exchange rate, 157 difficulties In 
minting 273 cold coinage 437 449-50 
at London, 489 90 see also Mint 
Pound Sterling Rupee 
Cola Mockil, see Mockil, Khwaja. 

Co (a Pet ruse see Petros, Arratoon 
Khwaja. 

ColUnson, lame*. supercargo Tor Mocha 
vovage 6_ 

CoMll Robert, writer 110 
Comer see KAamor 

Commissary General post converted into 
that of Military Paymaster General 419 
Committee of Account*, see Account* 
Committee of riurengs see Anrangs 
Committee of In pectlon, for efficient 
working of administration, 400-i 4J 
438 9 443 4 S3 459 4612. 47 note on, 
803 

Committee of lands I 59 2 3 note on 
4 9 

Committee of Work salary of officials, 
1 55 to look after offer of Sundt of 
Brick 441 
Cooke J »hn 459 

C eikr Capt Thomas, of the Earl of 
Fit 10 198 

Cooke Thomas Crosier a titer 110 
Cooper for Cos settlement 6 -4 106 7 
*03-4 406 sale 4 5 3 _ 444 Illicit 
trade In. 113 14 *00 

CotjIi (unbteachnl ITkh 16 
Coral, 1 f V3 rommls Ion to Ohe on 
49 

Cords re ( 4 10 *A4 

Certmh ( hlpk VI 

Corn! h. Vter Admiral Samuel, com 
marvler of I ! M Squadron | n Hat 


Indie*, 32, 40 178 on nary donation, 
216 

Coromandel Coast (Chorocnandcl) 49 60 
69 postal arrangement* between Bengal 
and, 128 method of Investment at 
397 see also Coast and Baj Madras. 

Corry Jury set Kharijuri Pargana. 

Coir *ee Khas or Kos. 

Cozsajura (kind of cloth manufactured nt 
Kasijora, Midnaporc) 16 

Cossid see Qasid 

Cowlm All Ciwn, Cotslm Aly Cawn 
Cowlm Aly Khan, see Qaslm All Khan. 

Cotslmbazar Murshklabad DIst., Bengal, 
397 silk, 16, 3*1 403 409 Investment 
119 367 445 446 account*, 159 459 
proposed cantonment 372. 

— Chief Member of Board permitted to 
bold post, 7 Resident at Morxhldnbad 
not to act as, 221 set also Batson 
Stanlake Senior Atcnnlus William 
Sykc*, Fronds. 

— lial la l tee Krishnananda. 

Cote*, William writer 211 

Cottah tec Kolha. 

Cotton, for China 236, 249 

Cotton, Capt. Tobn, of the I! err he 103 

Court, Capt. Jonathan, of the Prince of 
Halts 103 

Court of Cut cherry salary of clerk to 
155. 

Court of Direct on on misconduct of Coy * 
servants, xtIU xxit. xxx, xxxl xxxH 
3-5 7-8, 54 5 82, 113-5 135 7 146-7 

16*3 177 8 1B7 188-90, 191 193-4 

211 2, 224-6 on relation* with Mir 
Jahr xlx, xxllU 43 9741, 132 1 134 5 
148 on Drranf xxir xxr 183-5 rela- 
tions with Clive xxvll, 43 55 100-1 
167-8, 182. 193-5 228-9 on execution 
of covenant*, xxxli 53-4 on army 
xxxUU xxxiv 15, 40-2. 44 5 46-7 49 51 
67-8, 83-6, 112, 128-30 153-5 IBS *13 
on composition of F \\ Board, 5-7 43 
47 9 173-5 on Select Committee 9 43 
55-6, 14 1 6-7 182, I9„ 2*8 on ship 

ping 10-5 38-40 59-62 71-3 10*-6, 
11 -8, 140-2, 163-5 168- 0 196 *03 on 
investment 16-7 65-6 6-7 119 144 

171 2, 180 207 9 on relations with the 
French and the Dutch, 17 9 33 69 78, 

172 3 *09 on rr Tat Ion i with Indian 

power*. I 9 46 on public work 
19 21 "9 1*0-1 149 *10 on revenues, 

212.80-1 1*1-6 150 188-6. 220-1 -3 

on account*. 23-8 86-8 1 3 1 156-60 

180 on maintenance of r ecor d s, 28 9 
52 3 148 149 50 161 on Judicial 

admin! t rat Ion 30-| on Implements 
tlon of Treaty of Pari*. 36-8 on t% 

S orts for Coy • settlement*. 6 -4 
06-9 IJ8-9 *01-“ on writers *<, 

110 on contraband trade d 70 113-5 
14 -4 160 1 0-1 180-1 18-3 *00 1 

urge mutual co-operation among tarloui 
Presidencies 85 488-9 on Imgulirltlr* 
re tlte Hi ch lira 88 91 on relation 
with 8bujaud Danish. 95 183 ret 

defence nr Bengal. V; ( *!"■»«* 
and cuneocy 1 6- on Resident at 
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Murshidabad, 127-8, demand confiden- 
rnl reports of Co\’s senants, 13 2, on 
trcat\ with Shall A lam 133 4, 144-5, 183 
on trenu with Nnjmud-Daulah, 137-8, 
146 7. on Spencer’s Bengal administra- 
tion, 147-S, on trade in Eastern Seas, 
149, on relations between Carmc and 
r W Board, 152-3 , reduce salaries of 
\arious posts, 155 6 , regulate remit- 
tances to Europe 178-9, 214 6 222, on 
nan donation, 216 7 on effects of 
British rule o\cr India, 220, 222 
—Secret Committee, members, 3S, 94. 102, 
169, 197 , powers, 43, on illicit trade bv 
commanders of ships, 139-40 
Court of Proprietors, thank officers for 
gallantry in war with Mir Qasim, 47 , 
appoint Cine as Goicrnor of Bengal, 
47-8, 55 

Court of Requests, salary of clerk to, 1 55 
Court-martial, of mutineers, 429, 432, 454, 
456 

Cotenants, 191 , banning acceptance of 
presents, xvxii-m, 53-4, 56, 82, 147, 186, 
187, 331, 352, 412, 458, 4S7 
Co\e, William Hippislc\, writer, d8 
Crcswickc, Joseph, Director of E I Cot, 
100, 101, 116, 164, 168, 181, 192, 219, 
227 , Chairman, 229 

Crichton, Capt Thomas, of the True 
Brtlon, 60 

Crommehn, Charles, Goicrnor of Bombat, 
56 

Cruttenden (ship), 59, 103, 106, 138, 140, 
423, 439, 440, 441, 463, 490, illicit trade 
aboard, 1 39-40, 1 43, 160, 1 71, 425 
— Capt , see Bowhand, Capt John 
Cruttenden, Edwxird Holden, Director of 
E I Cot, 100, 101, 116, 132, 138, 139, 
164, 168, 181, 192 195, 219, 227, 229, 
231 

Cuddalorc (ship), 160, 165, 302, 404 
Cuming, George, Director of E I Coy, 44, 
56, 59, 70, 93, 100, 101, 116, 132, 138, 
139, 164, 167, 168, 181, 192, 195, 219, 
227, 229, 231 

Currency, sec Coinage and Currency 
Custom House Ghat, Calcutta, 443 
Customs and Excise, 220, 366 , exemption 
granted by Mir Qasim, xix, 54 , duty on 
salt, xxin, 493, 496 , exemption in Oudh, 
183, goods for Calcutta on English 
ships exempted, 41 1 , see also Trade 
Culcha, see Kacha 

Cuttack, Orissa, wathdrawal of expedition 
to, 19 

Cutts, Charles, Director of E I Coy, 8, 9, 
35, 37, 45, 56, 59, 70, 93, 100, 101, 116, 
132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 181, 192, 195, 
219, 227, 229, Member of Secret Com- 
mittee, 38, 94, 102, 140, 169, 197 
Cutwall, see Kotwal 
Cutwally, see Kotwah 
Cypher Code, 363 , note on, 504 

D. M Rs , see Rupee, Das-Masa 
Dacca (boat), 424 

Dacca, 221, 274, 397 , misconduct of Coy’s 
servants at, 4, 189, not to be fortified. 


79, investment, 93, 119, 239, 446, salt 
trade, 137, 395, accounts, 159, restora- 
tion of French factor) at, 316, 349, 
note on, 495 

— Chief, Member of Board permitted to 
hold post, 7 , see also Cartier, John 
Dacrcs, P M, 277 

Dadw (adianee made to contractors), 159 
Dadin Merchants ( merchants who recene 
money in advance for supplying goods 
on contract), 209, 396-7 
Dallal (broker), 460 

Dalrjmplc, Alexander, of Fort St George, 
explores trade possibilities m Eastern 
Seas, 149 

Danes, the, altercations with, 33-4 , remit- 
tances to Europe through, 406 , purchase 
of medicines from, 444 , import of 
military stores by, 450 
Darog/ia (an officer or inspector), 3 
Dan all, Joseph, Second in Council at Fort 
Marlbro’, 151 

Dastal (passport generally , also that given 
b\ Governor of Fort William or Chiefs 
of English factories exempting goods of 
Coy or their servants from duties ), 7, 
54, 137, 336-7, 415, 456, 483 
Dawe, Matthew, writer, 110 
Dawson, Adam, writer, 110 
Daw'son, Matthew, writer, 110 
De Castro, Daniel, free merchant, 130 
De La Garde, George Godefndous, wnter, 
53, 304 

De La Porte, Claude, expert in fine cloth 
investment, 119, 272, 446, allowances, 
16, 409, administrator of Lt William 
Ellcrson’s estate, 413-4 
Dean, Richard, Dy Master Attendant, 202 , 
representation by, 358 
Definitive Treaty of Peace, see Treaty of 
Paris 

Dcloll, see Dallal 
Denham (ship), 24 

Denman, Ensign William, of infantry, 41 
Denver, see Chambers, Hiccox and 
Denyer 

Deptford (ship), 71, 73, 77, 103, 235, 479 
— Capt, see Tryon, Capt William 
Devisme, Stephen, Member of China 
Council, 61, 105, 201 , Resident at 

Canton, 62, 106, 201-2 
Devonshire (ship), 10, 102, 103, 164-5, 168, 
254, 267, 282, 283, 464 
— Capt , see Mercer, Capt William , 
Quicke, Capt A 
Dewan, see Dvwan 
Dewannee, Dewanny, see Dvwam 
Dewar, Capt James, of the Speaker, 103 
Diamonds, 420, 464, illicit trade in, 130-1 
Diana (ship), 366, 409 
Dick, John, writer, 213 
Diligent (snow), 269, 302 
Dvwan (minister , head financial minister), 
146, 184, note on, 492 
Dvwam (office of head financial minister 
charged with collection of revenues ), 
xxxv, 217, 353, 357, 363, 393, 405, 433-4, 
461, 473, 507, working of, xxiv-vi, 379- 
80 , Clive’s views on, xxv, 337-8 , 
Court’s views on, 180, 183-5 
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Doc l.t, proposed co rut ruction at Calcutta, 
373 at Chittagong, 125 
Dollar*, exchange rare with pound *ter 
ling 12. 

Dolphin (ship), 58, 59 
Dolubram Doolnbrara see Durlabhram 
Mahindra 

Doniton, StoVcham, Councillor at Fort 

Maribro 151 

Doria (itrlped mutlln), 16 
Donicn John, Chairman of Court of 
Director*, 8 9 35 37 
Do ret on Capt. Richard, of the Glatton 
103 

Downes, Peter realm*, 361 
Dowtu (Dome*), England 10 71 

Drake (.hip), 13-4 268. 

Drake Dawson, adrenture* of, 366 416 
Droga, $ce Darogha. 

Droa, 8, at Patna, 450 
Du Gloss Capt. I<esrlt Fella, In Corps of 
Engineer*. 120 154 239 turreyor 3'»1 
Ditan ace Dhran. 

DuCane, Peter Jr Director of E. L Cor 
45 59 / 0 93 168 181 192, 195, 219 
227 229 231 

Du caret, Gerard Customs. writer 68 
commended, 373 396 415 note on, 504 
1 >u carel, Capt. Jame* Coltee, 85 
Dudley George, Director of E. L Coy 44 
45 56 0 93 195 229 Member of 

Secret Committee, 94 102, 140 169 

197 Dy Chairman. 100 101 116, 132, 
138 1# 164 167 Chairman, 168, I8f 
192, 219 227 231 

Dufficld, Capt. \ emon deported 454 5 
note on 507 

Duke of Albany, (ship), 10 27 30 94 1 03 
t64 254 267 426 -MO 
— Capt ire Haldane, Capt. Tame* 

Duke of Cumberland (ship), 103, 479 
Duke of Gloucester (thlp), 196, 347 
Duke of Kingston (thlp), 103 107 423 
Duke of Richmond (thlp) 10 196, 347 
Dulobtam see Darlabhram Mahindra. 
Ihimblrton, Roger Anthony writer 211 
I him Dura, ”M Parganat Dltt, Bengal 
holiday home for Bengal Governor at 

Dundas fj Thoraai, 85 
Dupr6 Joslas, Duector of FI. I Coy 100 
10! JI6, 132 138 1 39 164 167 168 
181 192. 195 219 2 1 7 2^9 231 
Ihiraml — owDer oT the Falmouth 4 4 
Dmhar Resident at tee Murthldahad 
Resident at 

Ihnbl Hram Mahindra (popubrlv Hal 
ilurbbh) mlnlttcr under Najraud Dau 
lab xxv 339 500 40 j coramitsloti on 
restitution fund *6 2 8-9 418 1 bcll*es 
Bunlrtt, 343 160 3 0 503 note on, 
ir 

Dusts li Di tntki tee Daitak 
Dutch, the taltpctrr and opium tra«Ie l nr 
I 8 8 M9 J ^ "*09 < 410 446 44* 

4 4 Oy to *i nlj disputes with 3J 
<1 mm pet It km In trade by 41 * r “| 
Jt® V® t rrtnittanrrs to 1 urope 
through If" 14 4 163 34| 4(V 

ttnmr (wyi front the Ilonghly 44 3 


purchase of medicine* from, 444 plot 
at Balaaore ddlrered to, 448 see also 
Batavia. 

Dutton (*hlp) 60 61 71 196 
Dynely John free merchant, 456 


Earl of Ashbumham (»hlph 33 87 103 
106 115 

Earl of Chesterfield (ihlp) 14 268. 

Earl of Elgin (*hlp) 10 196, 198 203 347 
Earl of Holdemrsse (thlp) ]0 II 
Earl of Holland (thlp) 254 
Earl of Lincoln (*hlp) 6 10 102 198, 201 
203 '»04 347 

Earl of Middlesex (thlp), 73 76, 18! 197 
bW 235 236 248, 254 255, 347 348 
360 403, 

— Capt see Fletcher Capt H. Hotel! 
Capt. John. 

Earl Temple (thipl 13 166, 240 
Ea*t Indie*, aumorltr to deport un- 
llccnted person* In, 13 and passim 
Eastern Sens, trade In, 149 
Kg moot (thlp) 59 198, 203 
Ellabad El v* bad, see Allahabad 
Eh-abeth (fl M *hlp) 60 burnt, 144 
Ellis, William, Chief of Patna xix xx, 
274 dlsmlued 3 34 5 reinstated 47 
Member of Retard, 48, J7 note on 486. 
Elj)hln*tone Capt William of the Triton 

Engbnd passenger fares to 407 owl 
passim 

Essex (ship), 60 62, 71 196 
Europa (thlp) 198, 199 
European* restitution accounts of 26 
277-80 In Coy** army 49 50 326, 474 
military officers not to be allowed to 
serve Indian power*, 96 restrictions on 
residence in countryside 194 209 222, 
352, 382 3 os agents of Society of 
Trade 383 505 In Oudh to be recalled 
437 block marketing at Calcutta by 
445 

Expedition (packet ship) 168 
Export 11 arenouse Keeper proposes ma 
nagrrarnt of aurangs by covenanted ser- 
vants, 323 see also PtaydeTl C. 5. 
Fynard, Isaac writer 68. 

T yTe 11 alpole 4 


r*cr John, writer 68 
1 alrful Robert officer of the Admiral 
Stevens 119 

Falmouth ( hip) 59 73 84 93 94 99 67 
348. 360 403 1 agreement with owners, 
71 i enquiry into wreck and relief ope 
rations 423-4 425 440 442. 456, 

— Cant, ire llcplHirn Capt George 
Fanny (hip) l«l 

Farm an (Imperial order or grant) xxl* 7 
V 97 136 146, J47 |B8 **5 J16. 33 
481 489 400 498 

rarrukhilxar Mugliat Kroneror far man 
re dut\ free trade xxl* 419 
I at»a l’atna JH t, II har mtnratkws to 
the I tench of plot at 441 
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Faugom, Henry, writer, 68, dies, 412 
Faicjdar (head of police, military gover- 
nor of a district), 4, 450, 474 
Faujdan (office of a magistrate, head of 
police or criminal judge), 413 
Fenner, Capt Parson, 60, 487 
Fenwicke, Capt Thomas, 91 , dies, 417 
Ferrand, Gideon, writer, dies, 91-2 
Field, Ensign Francis, 85 
Fifteen-Dihs (15 Dees), Calcutta, rented 
out, 452 

Fir Timber, see Pine Timber 
Fischer, Capt Christian, 83 
Fitzherbert, John (Wm), writer, 110 , dies, 
452-3 

Fitzhugh, Thomas, Member of China 
Council, 61, 105, 201 , Resident at 

Canton, 62, 106 

Fletcher, Capt H , of the Earl of Middle- 
sex, 254 

Fletcher, Sir Robert, Major, 34, 145, 305, 
operations against Shujaud-Daulah, 
wii, 314, Lt Col of 1st Battalion at 
Monghyr, xxxin, 50, 351, 426, com- 
mands Bengal army on Munro’s resig- 
nation, 153, 294, 296 , admonished for 
privately sending account of army ope- 
rations to England, 161 , question of 
rank, 177, 275, representation by, 342, 
cashiered, xxxiv, xxxv, 429, 454 , note 
on, 491 

Flour, for Fort Marlbro’, 64, 107, 204 
Floyer, Charles, transferred from Madras 
to Bengal as Member of Board, 225, 
228, 362, 388, 392, 399, 420, 421, 430, 
464, 479 , recommended by Clive, 336 , 
arrival expected, 394 , assumes office, 
414 , resents Rumbold’s appointment, 
475 , note on, 494 

Forbes, Lt James, commission in Coy’s 
army to, 417 

Foreigners, not to rise above major’s rank, 
15? 

Forster, Capt James, resigns, 305-6 
Fort, see Fort William 
Fort Marlbro’ (Bencoolen, Sumatra, West 
Coast), Benkulen, on west coast of 
Sumatra, treasure for, 10 , slaves for, 
11, 39, 40, 60, 71, 357, 404, 483 , Bengal’s 
aid to, 29, 45, 119, 144 , stores for, 29-30, 
62, 64, 65, 76, 107, 109, 204, 270, 272, 
302, 319, 328, 365, 404, 406-7, 447 , ships 
for, 103, 197-8 , illicit trade at, 143, 474 , 
recruits for, 153, 213 , note on, 485 
— Governor, see Carter, Roger , Wyatt, 
Richard 

--Governor and Council, members, 151 
Fort St George (ship), 365 
Fort St George, 24, 60, 61, 62, 71, 75, 
goods for, 63, 10 6, 138, 203 , perpet for, 
64 , saltpetre for, 66, 95, 255, 270 , ships 
for, 103, 164, 198, wme for, 141, in- 
vestment at, 365 , see also Madras 
— President and Council, see Madras Go\- 
ernment 

Fort William (ship), 33, 38, 39, 40, 42, 44, 
45, 71, 301, 319, 486, agreement with 
owners, 11-3, illicit trade aboard, 143-4, 
181 , accounts, 156-7 
— Capt, sec Roch, Capt Edward 


Fort William (Fort, New Fort, Old Fort), 
fortifications, 19, 79, 120, 210, 272, 372, 
382, 450 , accommodation for writers, 
98-9, 371, 382, 460 , office buildings, 
121 , inhabitants to share building ex- 
penses, 149, measures to check en- 
croachment of the Hooghly, 411-2, 
conversion of old fort, 459 , and passim 
Fort William Board, opposition to 
Vansittart, xvn, xix, 8, 492-3, 500 , in- 
land trade by members, xxx, xxxi, 97, 
340-1, 502, relations with Carnac, x\, 
152-3, 257-8, 265-6, criticised for extor- 
tions from Mir Jafar, win, xxxn, 97-8, 
132-7, 148, extraction of presents from 
Najmud-Daulah, xxm, xxxm, 352, 385- 
6, 434, 472, 492, 498-9, 503 , appointment 
of civilians from Madras, xxxm, 211, 
224-5, 228, 336, 362-3, 388-9, 391-2, 393, 
398-9, 414, 434, 501 , unanimity during 
‘batta mutiny’, xxxiv, 435 , personnel, 
5-6, 43, 48-9, 56-8, 173-5, 351-2, mea- 
sures for adequate attendance at meet- 
ings, 6-7 , reinstatement of dismissed 
members, 47, powers over army, 51, 
128, 129, 194, 306, 341-2, 361, 487, re- 
lations with Select Committee, 55-6, 
187, cooperation with other Presiden- 
cies, 85, 488-9 , business divided into 
two depts, 86, 489 , merit to be consi- 
dered for membership, 132, strength 
reduced, 354-5, 360 , question of share 
m booty money, 355-6, powers to de- 
port undesirable persons, 455 , trustees 
for Clive’s Fund for Military Invalids, 
485-9 , as Committee of Restitution, 
463 , powers of taxation, 475 , discon- 
tent due to Rumbold’s appointment, 
475 

— Assistant Secretary, see Majendic, 
William 

— President and Governor, commission on 
revenues, 6, 49, 159, 462, 470-1, 507 , 
salary and allowances, 55 , Clive’s views 
re, 331, 334-6, 394, purchase of holiday 
home for, 412, custom of giving him 
prior intimation about marriage cere- 
monies m Calcutta, 416, sec also 
Vansittart, Henry , Spencer, John , Cine, 
Robert 

— Second in Council, abolition of special 
allowances, 217 , sec also Spencer, John , 
Sumner, W B 

— Secretary, allowances, 82, 414 , recruit- 
ment in England proposed, 400, 401 , 
see also Aldersev, Willnm , Gnlnm, 
John , Majendic, William , Russell, 
Claud , Williamson, George 

— Select Committee, personnel and powers, 

8, 9, 32, 55-6, 147, 176-7, 192, 33 1, 418, 
501 , abolition of prenous committee, 
43, Court appreciates work of, 182, 22S, 
476, opposed bv F W Board, 1S7 , on 
appointing Madras cmlians to T W 
Board, 211, 225, 388 9, 392, 434 , Courts 
instructions re members’ presence, 227 
Cine’s news on uuht\ and work of 
334-5 proceedings, 352-6 359 plan for 
inland trade, 361, 382-3 469 70 , on 

Druam, 379 SO, 433-4 , on rticnuts 
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380-1 383-5 -436, 452, 472 3 oo army 
administration, 381 2, 434-6 456-7 

473-4 on fortification of Fort William, 
382 on Johnstone* defence, 385-6 on 
conduct of Leveester and Gray 387-8 
oppo*ed to Shah Alara • project of re 
covering Delhi 390 on treaty with 
Shujaud Daulah 433 on policy toward* 
the Marathaj, 436-7 474 5 on at or 
tlort* from Mir Jafar 437-8, 468-9 on 
Gorcmor'i emolument*, 470-1 demand 
from Cot'* servant* r et urn of present*, 
471 7 note on, 487 

Fort William Presidency xrr Bengal. 

Fortrwm, John, Civil Architect and A*»t 
Engineer Bengal, 21 120 373 terrier* 
praised, 417 

Foundling Hospital, Omlchaod * bequest 
to, 27 

For (ship) 14 60-1 64 72, 84 93 3S9-60, 
404 

— CapL, tee Hume, CapL Alexander 

Fran cr, tee French, the. 

Francis, Lt Swain Ward 83-4 

Frederlcknagore, tee Seramporc. 

Free Merchant*, 69 111 Ulldt trade by 
5 143 not entitled to benefit of 

dottaki 7 not to be admitted to Cor’* 
•err Ice, 166 confined to Calcutta, 222, 
38’ 3 role In regulating prirate trade 
395 396 refuse army commissions, 

428 reward for assistance during balta 
tnutlnv' 456 

French Ensign T appointment a* Mem 
her of Board cancelled, 355 Alderman, 
419 4->0 421 note on 505 

French the naval movement*, 14 38, 94 
prisoner* of war 23-4 87 131 239-40, 
249 419 end of war with, 30 restora 
tlon of pono Ion* of 36-7 38, 172 3 
281 316, 349-50 368, 410-1 448 edict 
re 69 488 need for Information re 
"8 trade by 171 2, 180 338 368 

remittance* to Europe through 214 5 
222, 3RJ 406 in <W* army 247 251 2, 
258 282, 307 321 2 saltpetre for 350 
410 446 448 medkine* purchased 
from 444 and fnntim see alto Law 
de laud ton Jan. 

E retich Tran lator post to l>e abolished, 
155 

Fullerton (Tulbrtdn) William, surgeon at 
Patna pavmrnt on lamd to, 42 blamed, 
41 8 

Futwah, ire fatwa 


r peter Aklerman dies 46 
Gambk P.i er North Bihar 450 
Gardiner CapL Menrr of the Suercst II 
6 of the Mrrnn 169 

Gardiner Thoma cadet to he pranl 
t loner engineer 18 

Garland Nathaniel, Mrmhrr of China 
Council, 61 105 Resident at Canton. 
6 .- 

Ckjt \tjnjhl { F-eial who regulate* supply 
of l*iat mm Mr. crew and generally 
luperintcndi letail of a landing place 
m the rim) 355 601 


Ghazlpur (Gauzepoor Gazlpore) U P„ 
cession demanded by the Englith, xxlH, 
291 490 498 Court against acqulrition 
of 133-4 137 necessity of maintain 
lng troop* in, 324 

Ghaziixi Din Khan (Gaxl-o-dln Cawn 
Gain Din Khan) vaxir of Ahmad Shih 
and Alamgir II, 145 325 
Gift*, tee Present*. 

Girin (Gberia) north of Mtnshldabad, 
Mir Qasim defeated at xix. 

Gladwin (Gladman), Franc!*, writer 150, 
181 218 321 Deputy Paymaster to 3rd 
Brigade, 452. 

Glutton (*hlp) 59 103 106 1 15 248 423 
— Capt tee Dorcton, Copt. Richard. 
Clover Capt. Alpbonju*, of the TT’arren 
13 of the Duke of Cumberland 103 
Goalpara (Goualpara) Assam French 
chums at, 448. 

Godolphbt (ihlp) 14 35 88 91 
Gomaslahs, see Gumashtas 
Good Intent (ship) 139 
Good lad Anthony Bennett writer 110 
Goodwin, Henry allowance from Burdman 
Raja to 472. 

Gouln, Maj. John, G in CL, Bombay 166 
177 

Graham, John, Secy to Board, commend 
ed, 82, 128 224 249 50 304 5 Resident 
at Mkinapore, 373 384 445 473 allow 
once from Bordwan Raja to, 472 note 
on 495 

Graham Capt. John of cavalry 3’1 
Grant, — recommended for Bengal dril 
service, 371 

Grant, Alexander contractor for arrnv 
bullocks, 461 

Grant, Capt. Hugh, promoted, 351 
Grant Capt Robert A.D G to Cl ire 44 
50. 

Crant, Thomas pilot of the IT inchrhm 
dismissed, 117 dies, 442. 

Gray George, Member of Board 304 31 
323 misconduct and resignation, 26-7 
352. 360 362, 370-1 387-8 391 39’ 

416, 505 disagrees with administrative 
arrangements for Najmud Ilaubh, 316, 
499 agalnit Sykes appointment a* 
Resident at Mnrsnldabad, 354 member 
of committee of Inland trade 356 on 
procuring timber 415 dismissed, I It 
returns to England 371 398 note on, 
494 

— banla of tee Ramnath. 

Green CapL John, resigns 275 
CremwnHer*, Ensign Weston 41 
CrrmnUe (ship). 0 71 75 84 88 91 94 
197 348 359 365 166, 371 374 4(N. 
403, 406, 409 423 487 
C rr~\ hound (snow), 45 sold 69 
Griffin. Capt J- of the /.o/orfng *2. 3J9 
of the Admt al Stncnt |67 169 359 
Grindall, Riser* writer 68 dies, 411 46* 

G mneno (shin), 60 62, 71 91 19 3*7 

404 4*9 

—Capt.. fee Saunders CapL DaskI 
CrurbcT Mchobs at Buddst i»m r « 
Guild. John, GmmcilW at Tort MirO-m 
15! 
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Guinea, W Coast of Africa, slaves from, 
60 

Gumashtas (Indian agents, stewards or 
confidential factors), 7, 137, 144, 172, 
194, 246, 271, 368, 383 , mismanagement 
at aurangs bv, 4, 323, 367, 447 , to bold 
licenses for inland trade, 470 
Gunduc, see Gandak River 
Gunpowder, manufacture in Bengal, 42, 
75, 81, 92, 94, 240, 407 , for Cov’s 
settlements, 62-4, 91, 106, 107, 203-4, 
205 

Guns, proving of, 15, for Bengal, 94, 206 
207, illicit trade in, 133, 142, 181 


Hadley, Henry, Director of E I Cov, 8, 
9, 35, 37, 44, 45, 70, 93, 100, 101, 116, 
132, 138, 139, 164, 167 
Haggis, Capt Charles, of the Thames, 60 
Hamgyyi Island (Negrais), Burma, 19 
Hanbmes (kind of piece-goods?), for 
Canton, 64, 204 

Haldane, Capt James, of the Duke of 
Albany, 103 

Haliburton, John Gordon, writer, 110 
Hall, Capt Richard, of the Worcester, 
198 

Hammond, J, Chief Officer of the Asia, 
dismissed, 405 

i Hampshire (ship), 103, 107, 115, 140, 423, 
490 

— Capt, see Smith, Capt John 
Hannay, Capt Alexander, 85 
Harcourt (ship), 106, 229, 403, 425 
Harding, Lt Ralph, 85 
Hardwicke (ship), 13-4, 33, 60, 72, 85, 93, 
197, 268, 404 

— Cap t, see Samson, Capt Brook 
Hardwicke, Capt Peter, of the Earl of 
Lincoln, 198 

Hari Chandra (Hurry Chunder), darogha, 
3 

Hanal (Harryall, Hurriaul), Pabna Dist , 
Bengal, aurang at, 323, 446 
Hanpal (Hurrypall), Hooghly Dist , Bengal, 
aurang at, 446 
Harris, Herbert, writer, 68 
Harrison, John, Director of E I Coy, 8, 
9, 35, 37, 44, 45, 56, 59, 70, 93, 100, 101, 
116, 132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 168, 181, 
192, 195, 219, 227, 229, 231 
Harrison, Robert John, Member of China 
Council, 105 

Harrison, William, Member of China 
Council, 201 , Resident at Canton, 202 
Hasbul-Itukm (document issued agreeablv 
to rojal authoritv by minister or other 
high officer of Govt), 146 
Hasell, Capt John, of the Earl of Middle- 
sex, 197 

Hastings, Warren, Member of Board, 5, 48, 
57, 240, 244, 246, 248, 250, 251, 252, 260, 
261, 283, 290, accompanies Vansittart 
to Monghyr, xi\ , Member of Select 
Committee, 8, monev received from 
Pfctrus by, 162-3, resigns, 304 
Hatch John Mosden, writer, 211 
Hatle\, Parker, bullocks contractor, 
frauds b\, 129, 462 


Hats, for army, 118, 206, 444, 474 
Havannah (ship), 59, 103, 139, 143, 153, 
479 

Capt , see Madge, Capt Thomas 
Hawke (ship), 59, 103, 159, 143, 153, 479 
— Capt , see Cotton, Capt John 
Hay, Capt George, resigns, 321 
Hay, Robert, Councillor at Fort Marlbro’, 
151 

Hay, Capt Robert, of the New Success, 
200 

Hay, William, Member of Board, 4, 7, 48, 
57 , dismissed, 3, 483 , deputed to Mir 
Qasim, 32 , reinstated, 47 
Hazan Mai (Hazzoonmul, Huzzoorimul), 
Onnchand’s agent, 27-8, 281, 485 
Heatly, Suetonius Grant, writer, 110 
Hector (ship), 59, 69, 73, 84, 85, 197, 198, 
203, 217, 403, 423, agreement with 
owners, 71-2, illicit trade aboard, 114, 
425, 441 

— Cap t , see Massey, Capt Edmund , 
Williams, Capt John 

Henchman, Thomas, writer, 68 
Hepburn, Capt George, of the Falmouth, 
93, 94 , enquiry into conduct of, 424, 
440 

Herbert, John, Councillor at Fort Marlbro’, 
151 

Higginson, Alexander, Sub-Secretan , sus- 
pended, 458 

Hiccox, see Chambers, Hiccox and 
Denver 

Higginson, Henry, writer, dies, 275 
Hijili (Ingellee), Midnapore Dist, Bengal, 
13, 403 

Hmde, Capt T, of the Onslow, 13 
Histoire des Trait 6s de Pair et Autrcs 
Negotiations (History of treaties of peace 
and other negotiations), 31, 88 
Hodsden, Lt — , of King’s armv, 249 
Hogarth, John, writer, 110 
Hoggan, Ensign George, 85 
Holford, Robert, Alderman, resigns, 419 
Holland, Wilham, writer, 211 
Hollond, John, writer, censured, 130 
Hohvell, John Zephamah, payment on 
bond to, 25-6, 42, bribe reecned b\, 
162-3 , note on, 491 

Hooghly, Bengal, 88, 450 , note on, 489 
HooghI} Rircr (Bengal Rncr, Rncr, Riser 
of Bengal), 33, 45, 89, to be surscsed, 
73, 92, 405, 442, 4SS , encroachment on 
Fort Wilham, 382, 411-2, rcmosal of 
buovs from, 442-3 
Hope, Lt Thomas, 85 
Homer, Mann, Member of China 
Council, 201 

Horscndon (ship), 60, 62, 63, 70, /5, SI, S3, 
197, 347, 34S 

— Capt , see Martcr, Capt William 
Hosca William writer, 110, 111 , cmplos 
cd m arms, 452 

Hospital, reduction in expenses 414, 
budding for, 451 

Houghton (ship), 59 1 9S, 201 203 

House of Commons, committee for 
enquin into Indian affairs, 230 
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Howe, Cant. Thomai, of the Winchelsea 
”6, 89-91 1 17 249 of the Nottingham 
103 200 admitted, 254 
Homtt, Robert, writer 110 11] 452. 
Hudson, Lt Luke, of Infantry 41 Capt 
resign*, 371 

HughleT Hughl> see Hooghly 
Home, Cant Alexander of the Fox 60 
Hunter Robert, lurgeon 151 175 321 

358 453 d limit tea 460 
Huntennan, Lt Arnold, to return to 
En eland, 83-4 161 
Hurriauh see HariaL 
Hurry Ch under see Hari Chandra. 
Hurrypfllt, see HaripaL 
Hunt, Rct William, chaplain at Fort 
William, 23 rnljm, 276. 
Husbulhookums, tee liasbul-hukm 
Huzzoorimul, see Hazari Mai 


IiitBui, IUahabad, Wlabad, see Allaha 
bad. 

I Hocus (»hlp) told, 404 
Imadul Mulk, ex vazlr of Fnmikhabad, 
xx 11. 

Import*, for variou* settlement*. 62-4 4-6 

106-9 118-9 203-7 269-70 control crrcr 
price* and distribution, 407 444 5 
Import Warehouse Keener allowance*, 217 
office building for 451 and passim 
Indian*, not to be employed at writer*, 
68 concern oxer their military progm*. 
1 96 450 banishment of those 

Indulging In lllldt trade 143 147 

restitution money paid to, 279 
Ingelke see IliJIIl 

InglU, Cant. C, of the Asia 372, 405 
Ingram Charles, writer 68 
Invalid*, Clive » fund for xxxlv 458. 
Investment 16-7 67 72, 6-7 93 110 119 
124 136 171 2 207-8, 272, 3*’0 328 
365-7 403-9 445-7 473 through 

covenanted *errnnt* 144 323 effect of 
mono lending by Coy’* terra nt« on 

180 through aadni merchant* 209 
396- position t is-a r is Dutch In 
vestment 271 value in rupees, 4,5 
tee also Aurangs China Cloth 
Cumashtai Saltpetre Shipping. Silk 
Trade 

Iron, for Coy * tettleraenM, 62 4 106-7 

N13-4 Illicit trade In II* 114 142, I "0 

181 “*00 

Ironside Edward ‘'02. 

Ir»ln, James writer 68. 

I le of Prance see Mauritlu 
I rson Capt. Stephen of the Ju/nwn 
capture* the Susanna Margantta 31 


Jvcmia. Robert writer II 
Jafar AH Khan Haffier Allv khan, Jaffier 
Aly Cawn. Merr JalTer) Na«ab of 
Bengal, deposition amt restoration of 
* HI xlx, XliH 43 46, 4'T’ cram* and 
lxvjurm to Ql«c *\v 1 xitl 458 { 
article re Inland tr»!e In treaty with 


xx Lx, xxx, 54 146 264 5 extortion* 

from, xxxJl, 97-8, 13 2 3 134 5 148, 247 
437-8 468-9 pay* military cx pen tea, 
xxxiil iv 96, i59-60 265 273, 487 

complaint* agalnit Coy'* terrant*, 77 
187 house bought for 121 nary dona 
tioD, 216 7 356-7 504 to procure 

subahdari tanads from Shah A lam, 
245-6 *ettlemcnt of payment*, 246, 
"’71 295 rettltution payment*, 277 

2/8, 280 463-4 485 489 495, 497 10, 
295 296-7 opinion re. Spencer 298-9 
loan by Jagat Seth* to 449 die*. xxIO 
137 145 173 312, 314 325, 490 498 
and passim 

Jagat Seth* (Juggut Scat Seat*), lend 
money to Coy 386 settlement of 
dalm* of, 449 note* on 502, 506-7 tee 
also Khuthal Chnnd. 

Jagdia riogde* Jugdla) Noakhali Dlst., 
Bengal, French factory at 316, 349 446 
Jagir (hereditary assignment of land and 
of It* rent a* annuity), 221 of Lord 
Clive, xxri rill 43, 53 1 9 215 249 
276 316, 317 327 344 345 353 464 
486, 500 503. 

Jaksvrar (Jcflasore), Balaiore Dbt„ Oris*a, 
revenue administration, 212, 228, 393 
473 

Jamabandi (total a**c**mcnt of land 
revenue doe for a year or a period of 
year* from an estate) 186 452. 

Jamadar (an officer of police or custom*) 

James, Robert, Secy to Court of Director*, 
53 196, 229 

Jat* (Jaut*) the, hostility toward* 

Shujaud Daulnh 325 at Chapva 

congress, 436. 

ekyl Jo*eph Alderman, 462. 
ellaioee ire Jale*war 
emavbandx *ee Jama band I 
Jemautdar see Jamadar 
Jennings, Capt William. 247 promotion, 
83 1^ 238 3*M attempt* to *upprcs* 
mutiny 418 { note on 495 
Jewell Ij Fireworker Ishmael, of anil 
lery 41 

J hanna (Joanna) bland, off Madagascar 
200 note on, 493 
Johanna Marcat 419 20 
Johnston Thomas Chief Mate of the 
lleelnr 114 

Johnstone Old con brother of John John 
•tone writer 68, 41 resigns 463 
d charred from Cot’s terrier 173 
John tone John, 4 “ dl ml vd 1 4R3{ 
reinstated. 43 47 28’ MrmlwT of 

Board 48 57 261 *83 *^0 j Chief of 
Ikirdwan 80 I 7 237 274 31 minute 
rr private trade 136 j challenge* Oive * 
title to {agtr 344 503 j resign*. 352 j 
Select Committee an wer* hi* defence of 
mivcondoct 385-6 marriage 416 
dclarrrd from Cnv • icrvlre I7J 
proper! v to he rrmfiu'atrri. I9J In be 
pt Hccutetl 12. ^ 8 note* on. 49* *05 
Jones, Ia John of Infantry 41 
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Jones Robin Director of 1 T Co\. 100, 
101, 116, 132, HS, 1 39, 1 6-1, 167, 16S, 
18). 192, 195, 2 ) 9 , 227, 229, Member of 
Secret Comtmuei, 9-1, 102, HO 169, 197 
Jourdnn, Trincis, Member of M.miln 
Council, SIP 

lugden, Jugdi.t, Jagdu 
Juggut Sent, Ut Jag it Seths 
]uvinrabinid\, see Jamabmuli 


K I Cli t (nw, crude), MO 
k iramnan Ri\er (Cinmiussa), 245, 247 
Rank'd (Karricil), on Coronnndcl Coast, 
to he restored to the Trench, 316 
Karnaphuh Rner (Chittagong River), 125, 
note on, 4S9 

Katwi, Burdwnn Dist , Beng d, Mir Qasim 
defeated at, \i\ 

kciting Christopher, writer, 213 
keble, Capt Page, Master Attendant, 15, 
35S, 415 

Keene, Miss Caroline, marries John John- 
stone, 416 

Keerpov, sic Khirpai 

Kcir, Archibald, Aldcrm in, 462 

KtUa, sec Ktla 

Kclsall, Thomas, transferred from Maelras 
to Bengal as Member of Board, 175, 
225, 336, 362, 3S8, 392, 399, 420, 421, 
430, 464, 479, arrival expected, 394, as- 
sumes office, 414 , resents Rumbold’s 
appointment, 475 

Kent (ship), 43, 44, 45, 48, 51, 52, 58, 59, 
170, 197, 2 IS, 281, 301, 328, 346, 348, 
349, 364, 365, 366, 402, 403, 406, 409, 
423 

Kent, Henry, 3rd mate of the Hector, 114 
Klialari (place where salt is manufactur- 
N cd), 80 

Khamar (originally waste lands which 
after being brought into cultivation 
were retained b> zamtndars in their own 
hands or were let out at a grain rent), 
320 

Kharijuri Pargana (Corry Jury), 24-Par- 
ganas Dist , Bengal, revenue administra- 
tion, 126 

KJias (direct management of revenue by 
Govt officers), 123, 186, 320 , note on, 
489 

Khirpai (Kcerpoy), Midnapore Dist , 
Bengal, 446 

Khushal Chand, Jagat Seth, Najmud- 
Daulah’s minister, xxv, 339 
Kila (fort), 372 

Kilpatrick, Maj James, Member of Select 
Committee, 418 

Kindersley, Capt Nathaniel, of artillery, 
41 

Kistbundee, see Qistbandi 
Kistcnendee, see Krishnananda 
Knox, Maj Randfurhe, 34, 83 , to be 
Brevet-Col, SO, 51, death, 237-8, 27 5, 
note on, 494 

Kora, Fatehpur Dist , U P , Shujaud- 
Daulah’s defeat at, xxn , ceded to Shah 
Alam, xxn, xxiv, 474 
Kos (measure of distance usually lj or 2 
miles), 292 


Kotha (warehouse), 408, 459, junior ser- 
vants to attend b) rotation, 1 19 
Kotxtal (police chief, superintendent of 
markets), 413 

Koluah (office of ho Heal), 463 
Krishnananda (Kistcnendee), dallal at 
Cossimbnzar factory, dismissed, 460 


Lacam, Benjamin, Muster Master, 27 6, 
3 71 

Lakshmipur (Luckipore), Noakhah Dist, 
Bengal, 7, investment at, 77 
Lambert, W, Military Pavmaster, 419 
La frailty (ship), 8, 9, 10, 32, 34, 38, 45, 
52, 58, 59, 170, 301, 319, 359, sold, 366 
— Capt , see Griffin, Capt J 
Larkins, Capt William, of the Albion, 60 , 
of the Lioness, 103 
I ascars, wages of, 443 
Latham (ship), 102, 197, 201, 203, 204 
Law dc Lauriston, Jean, 36 , administers 
restoration of French possessions, 172-3, 
316, 327, 349-50, 368, 410-1, 448, notes 
on, 492, 499-500 

I awrcll, James, allowance from Burdwan 
Raja to, 472 

Lawrence, Maj -Gen Stringer, Commander 
of Coy’s troops on Coromandel Coast, 
49 , to return to England, 365 
Lead, for Coy’s settlements, 62-4, 65, 106, 
203-4, 236, 249, illicit trade in, 113, 142, 
181 , export reduced, 118, 444 
Lear, George, Alderman, 462 
Lenox, James, officer of the Admiral 
Stevens, 359 

Leopard (ship), 45, 269, 302, 319 
Lcthieulhcr, Pitt, free merchant, 396, 419 
Lew in, Capt Richard, of the Vansittarl, 
318, dismissed, 113-4 
Lewis, Samuel, writer, 68, 412 
Leycester, Ralph, Member of Board, 240, 
244, 246, 248, 250, 251, 252, 260, 261, 
266, 283, 290, 293, 297, 313, on cove- 
nants, 186, suspended, 226, 362, 370, 
387-8, 391 , enquiry into acceptance of 
illegal gratification, 352, 362, 386, 416 , 
on appointment of Resident at Murshi- 
dabad, 354 , on vacancies in Board, 355, 
360 , member of committee of inland 
trade, 356, returns to England, 371, 
398, debarred from Cov’s service, 173, 
note on, 494 

Lioness (ship), 103, 106, 115, 140, 423, 490 
— Capt , see Larkins, Capt William 
Lister, James, free merchant, 396 , Mayor 
of Calcutta, 419 

Liverpool (H M ship), 60, 249 
London (ship), 102, 198, 201, 203, 204, 347 , 
illicit trade aboard, 142, sold, 404 
— Capt , see Motley, Capt Thomas , Webb, 
Capt John 

Long, Capt Charles, of King’s Regiment, 
resigns, 238 

Long Ells, for Coy’s settlements, 63, 64, 
106-7, 203-4, illicit trade m, 142 
Lord Anson (ship), 39, 40, 42, 44, 45, 71, 
154, 319, 328, 346, 357, 364, 366, 409, 
illicit trade aboard, 143-4 
—Capt, see Calbreath, Capt George 
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Lord Camden (ship), 103 106, HO, 141 
164 422, 423 439 440 454 455 479 
— Cape, see Smith, Capt. Nathaniel. 
LotJ Circe (ship), 73 ,6 102, 198 201 

Lord Holland (ship) 102, 197 203 ^ 
Lord Mansfield (ship), 73, 6, 102, 198 

199 235 248, 268 281 301 
— Cape, see Mad cod, Capt AlexsmirT 
L’Onent, port /□ France 94 
Luckipore (boat) 424 
I jjckiporc, see Lakshmipur 
Lucknow 314 Carnac's attack cm 324 
500 

Luconbi (mow) 45 


M acaCUT T D on misgov ern merit in 
Bengal, xriL 

McCaba, John, boatrwnln of the Hector 
114 

McConohie, Cape J- of the \orfolk 268. 

McGwire, William, Member of Board, 5 
Member of Select Committee, 8 mono- 
poll ur» opium trade at Patna 1 /-8. 

Mackrlwalne Lt Fireworker Ezekiel 86. 

Mackenzie, William, Member of China 
Council 61 105 Resident at Canton, 
62. 

Mackett, William, I*avmastcr of Work*, 
suspected of frauds 22. 

Mcl-ean, Cape I-achlan resign* 371 417 

Maclcod, Capt Alexander of the Lord 
Mansfield 198. 

MacPhcr*on, Capt William, of Bombay 
Detachment, trahifcrred to BcnraL 321 
417 

Madagascar bland off S. E. coait of 
Afriai 33 slaves from, 11 39 40 357 
483. 

Maddlwn, Robert factor 175, 217-8 346. 

Madeira bland, N W coait of Africa 60 

61 69 I J03 197-8 

Madeira Wine, 444 for Coy * settlement* 

62 5 106, 103-9 138 203-4 '’05-6 

greater demand for "’69- 0 406 

Madge Cant Thomas, of the Itaiannah 
103 

Madras, postal arrangement* between 
Bengal and 6, 462 ships for 440 
saltpetre for 447 see mho Coromandel 
Oast Fort St Ccorgr 

Madras Cos rmmrat appointment to 
Board of Chilians from xxxJU, II 
«-4 5 “8 346 36 3 333-9 391 2, 393 

m-7 414 4J4 wi a are aid to 

Bengal 3 to ral*c funds for China In 
rvtrneru, 33 ir> implement Treaty of 
l*aiit, 36-7 38 a‘d to Sumatra by 45 
IsstLt m arm) at 51 38 recruits for 
I „ 84-6 91 tU 114 138, H0-I 
133-1 |65 194 13 _33 46, 47 J to 

check III cit trade 143 4 4 reinforce 
merit from. 3 It's 4 4*9 436 

434 4 4 

—Governor ire lalk, Robert 

— Srlrct Commit ter almTishnl 4 3 

Madura Madras capture of 236 44, 247 

“90 “ 96 , 3<0 49 « 498 


Magdalen Hospital, Omlchand > bequest - 
to, 27 

Magee, William, maintenance of accounts 
b\ 52, 79 

Mahd (Mahle) Malabar Disu Madras, to 
be restored to the French, 316. 

Mahmud Rent Own, Mahomed Rczn 
Cawn see Muhammad Riza Khan. 

M ah rat tor, see Marathas. 

Malnwaring, Opt. Roger of the Tilbury 
60 

Maitland, Opt. Patrick, of the Bute 139 
14! 2, 157 165 193 202, 267 301 318, 

319 322, 323 54 9 

MajcndJe, William Am Secy to Board 
commended, 82, 250 Secy 148-9 305 
suspended. 211 225 389 398, 415 dire 
recommends reinstatement, 399-400 
Sheriff of Calcutta 419 note on, 493 
Major [banks, see Marjoribanks. 

Malabar Coast (Mallabax) Coy’s monopoly 
In pepper trade, 78 lllidr trade In 
arms, 450 474 

Malacca, Dutch Goeeroor A Council 369 
3 falangi (labourer employed in manufac 
Hiring salt) 80 

Malda Bengal, allowances of servants at 
125 Investment at, 409 timber from, 
415 

— Resident, see Harwell Richard 
3/a/gu-ar/ (revenue assessment). 184 186, 

320 

Malhar Rao Holkar helps Shujaud Daulah 
against Coy xxll Shah A lam seeks aid 
of 507 

Mai lack Capt. Newman of the Bee ken 
ham 40 

Malwans, the, 405 note oo, 505 
Mangln, Capt S. II of FLM • 84th Regi- 
ment, 282. 

Manila (Manllha, Manilla) Philippine Is- 
lands. 319 return of troops from 247 
248 267 404 question of booty money 
from. 355 note on 495 
Manipur (Mecklr Moncvpoor), expedition 
to, 19 124 note on, 484 5 
Manshlp John Director of F- I. Coy 8, 

9 35 37 4 4 45 56 59 0 139 164 167 
Marat ha Ditch Calcutta, inhabitant* share 
construction expenses, 149 
Marathas (Mahnmas, Morattai) the, 183 
450; withdrawal of Cuttack expedition 
against 19 act Milos In Mldnapore 
296, 306 316- hostility toward* 

Shu laud Daulah 3.5 negotiations foe 
cession of north Ovi *a 390 j Incurs km* 
apprehended 4Jf 435 rneaiurr* of 
defence against 436, 474 J approached 
hr Shah A lam to regain power at Delhi 
4j payment of chaulh to 4 8 
Manor see Shipping 

Marjoribanks (\ (atari banks) John writer 
6H dies, 453 

Marquis de Castres (Frmeh ship), 443 
Marriages cuifrwn of Informing Governor 
of Bengal before ceremony 416. 

Marriott, Randolph Member of Boar ! ’ 

4V 5 | 4 “40 244 46. Ml 4“0 4V) 

464 rrmurvd for farming mint at 
Benares, 2-5-6. 413 46J recalled as 
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( htrf o! Burdwin .md ipp . mt<d in 
»hit,r v * tncmm Jf.tin Oudij, 271. 
'I*, with mm, i 1 1 iiitnm 

jKfctir '')| , «!»■- q jijtuc % of trmtik*- 
< *'\ <• *cn me- !2I iltim.uiK 
(fK»in hj Uij i W ' , tcMpii*’ ^inl 

timin' tn 1 tij Hud U. > unjr on 50 i 
Mutrj, (.ml \\ ill) in) of iljr //unrt //iw, 
O’t 

Mtttid l.iu, uv \< i of l* trlnmrnt 
Monti ( iju 1 frtnm, l lurf In; inter 
H'tit it, 'il 4"ft, u tni«. of ipp wntment, 
2U I hi foMrtu nmti of fort V. dlnni. 
I.f 21" .77 ’ s 2 tioir on, 4w 
Mm n \\ ilh un IU >m, wutrr o'* 4|2 
Mi i' (tlitonr) Win M 1 1)5 

Mi’ t\ ( t j«' lAimmd, of the IJuior, in 
dulir- in itluit tndc lid 12>, )dl 
Mi rv, Rohm, 25, <7 ’ l ’d f 
M t'tr* Aiicndint 2‘ s lr»'i, 2"2 1 371 , we 
. *<o V*»t», („tpt Mrxindrr. hcblc, 
{•apt l*ii r, \\ cddrthiirit C-ntu lJcnn 
M iMltip it mi, Ki’-tn i M itll.T- to he 

rcstoicd to the I'rcmli, >|f», ■.lore’, for, 

; id 

M tfhcu von, llmm k, Mi[icr< ngo for 
Mm In \m ti c, 62 

Minium 1 do ir<l, ( luef Mm of tin 
ihsnlitth Idf 

M mrititi*. (Mr of Jruuif Indi iii Ou in. 
jKi’-’.rtMon resumed In I ruich Gmt, 69, 
note on, 4ss 

M t\ ipur Heidi <Mr\ ijxirt Heidi), 24- 
Pirgmis Dnt , Bcngil, propoud tom 
tnictimi of whirl it, 441 
Mi\or* Court, Cilcutt », powers of, JO I , 

1 iw hoofs for, 161 , Aldermen ,md otlur 
office holders, dl9, d62 , ind {whim 
Mtirtl, Cipt G, of the Denham, 2d 
Mtekh, sit M inipiir 
Medicines, I 5, 200, ddd 
Med tax (11 M ship), 102, 1 10, 2d7, 252 
Mccr Ashroff, sec Mir Ashrif 
Mttr Cossmi, sti Quoin All Khan 
Mccr J lflitr, sic J if.tr Alt kh in 
Mercer, Cipt Willnnt, of the Dctonslnrc, 
103 

Merchant, Cipt W , of the Lari of 
Chcshrfteld, 26H 

Mtreury (ship), 195, d76, *478 9 , terms of 
cmplosmcnt, 169 

Mcxnporc Reach, set Ma\apur Reach 
Michcll, William, writer, 68 
Middlesex, see Lari of Middlesex 
Middleton, Edward, writer, 81 
Middleton, Simncl H , Member of Board, 
2d0, 24d, 2d6, 2d8, 250, 251, 252, 260, 261, 
283, 290 , Resident at Murshidabad, 274, 
295, 354 , enquiry into acceptance of 
illegal gratification, 352 , Chief of Patna, 
354, 361 , dismissed, 173, to return to 
England, 472 

Midnaporc, Bengal, 35 5, 417 , Member of 
Board allowed to look after business at, 
7, revenues, 21, 80, 125, 159, 223, 224, 
228, 273, 384, 393, 471, 472, 473, 494, 
survey, 79 , measures of defence against 
the Marathas, 296, 306, 317, 461 , in- 
vestment at, 445 , magazine for fort at, 
452 , ceded by Mir Qasim, 485 


-Resident, Maj Clnmpmn pheed under, 
12'>, 111, K t ( dhn Beaumont, Anselm, 
Glib im John, Matts jjugh 
Mqumsor of Hi Mimes, set Vcrclst, 
I hrn 

Mdit ir\ Pi\ master sih r \, 111, post con 
' ri ted into tbit of Miln ir\ Paunnsttr 
f i ucn 1, 119, s, ( aha famficrt, W 
Mihtir\ J\i\ master Gentral, posts of Com 
ini s,ir\ Gi in r d md Miht in Pi\ master 
i otiihiiu d into th it of, 119 
Miht ir\ Stores, 74, ||8, 270, 444, illicit 
(rule. Il\ 142 large indents from 
Brngil, |9j> , incisures to present suppK 
to hifli III powers, 450 , ut aha Arms 
md Ammunition 
Mini— 

- -Ben ire s 1 1 1, 461 

C ale uit i, 271, r counts, 81, 167, regu 
litmus re . 126, 281, 106, 450 , note on, 
197 

Mim-hid ibid, 271 

Mint Master, ut Campbell, Alt\mder 
Mir Ashrif, pument to, 40S , note on, 
501 

Mir Jaf ir, ut Jafar Ah klnn 
Mir Qisim, in Qismi Ah Khan 
Miran, son of, sit Murn/u Khan, Sai\id 
Millie, William, mite of the Speedwell, 
rew irdcel, 14-5 

Mir/,i Ditid (Dnud), 1 , note on, 483 
Mitchell, Samuel, writer, 110 
Mu ford, Capt John, of the. A 'orthumbi r- 
laud, 197 , suspended, 105 
Moth i, Arabia, ships for, 60, 104, 198, 
199, coffee from, 61, 94, 202, super- 
cirgocs for \o\agc to, 62 
Mockil, Khwaja, 419-20 
MolTitt, Capt James, of the Latham, 197 
Mohmud Reza Cawn, sec Muhammad 
Rizn Klnn 

Mol tm gee, see Malangi 
Monccr, see Monghvr 
Monc\, — , succeeds to command of the 
Admiral Watson, 403 
Money-lending, bj Coy’s sen ants, 180 
Monevpoor, see Manipur 
Monghyr (Monccr, Mongeer, Monghcer, 
Moiighicr), Bihar, \\\»i, 262 , treaty at, 
\vm-u\, 189, 492-3, batta to troops at, 
\x\n, 381-2, cantonment at, 372 , 

mutiny at, 426, 427, 435 
Monsell, Lt Thomas, implicated in ‘batta 
mutiny’, 429 

Monuments, not to be erected without 
Court’s permission, 121, 452 
Moors (Muhammadans of Bengal), the, 
17 

Moorshedabad, see Murshidabad 
Mootaghecl, see Motijhil 
Mooteraum, see Motiram 
Morattas, see Marathas 
Morris, Capt Arthur, of a new ship, 198, 
199 

Morrison, Capt Richard, of the Duke of 
Kingston, 103 

Morse, Nicholas, free merchant, 130 
Moses, Samuel, free merchant, 110 
Motijhil (Mootagheel), palace at Mur- 
shidabad, 458 , punyaha held at, 449 
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Mo tlram (Mootcraum) Johnstone < agent, 
386 note era, 505. 

Motley CapL Thomsj, of the London 
198 

MughaU, the, fall oE, xrlL 
Muhammad AM, Khan, Nawab of Arcot 
64 

Muhammad Riz* Khan, Nerib Subah of 
Bengal, nr 146, 315 revenue adminis- 
tration, 146, 221 436 473 complains of 
corruption among Coy’s *nvnnt% 187 
386 minister of Najmud Daulah 339 
3S2 notes on, 490-1 492, 500 502. 
Muir CapL Grainger of the Infantry 41 
Mtdgaurry Mulga~erry see \Ialgu~jn 
Mum fie, CapL Burnet, of nfami) 41 
Munro, Maj. Hector 296 campaign 
against Shulaud Daulah xxi *58, 260 I 
W3 292, 501 commended, 95-6 *>65 
322, 329 332 negotiations with Shah 
Alam 291 part m farmlog mint at 
Benares, 463 resigns, 153 departure 
for Europe, axil, 21W 31 8 note on, 489 
Mu nh Ida bad (Muxadavad), Bengal, 36, 
434 437 Mat Adams advance, xlx 
salt trade, 13/ custom bouse, 220 
mint 273 tmrtyaha 426 436 449 see 
also MotijhlL 

— Resident at. Courts instructions rc^ 
P7-8 Dmani duties, 184-5 see also 
Watts William Middleton, Samuel 
JL Sykes, Francis. 

Murtara Khan (Mir Sasdu), Salvld son of 
Miran, 315 note on 499 
Musnttd sec Masnad. 

Mutsulipatam, see Mosul] pa tam. 
Mutasaddi (any Inferior officer of govt 
clerk accountant), 315 463 
Matin) Art, Matin) Bill, see Act of Par 
Uaraent 

Muxadatad, see Murshldabad. 


Ndin Dm an (deputy financial mlnlstcT) 
of Bihar see Shitab RaL 
Noth Subah (deputy gmrmor), of Bengal 
see Muhammad lUza Khan. 

Nalme CapL Faiham of the Lord IIol 
land 1ST 

Nalmr Robert Councillor nt Fort Marl 
bro 131 

Nalaf Khan (Kidhjff Cano, Nodjrtf 
Cawn Nudjct! Cawn) 134 183, 294 

joins Co> s force* 314 
Nailbud Daulah (Nejlb O Dowla) rela 
tkras with 5hujaud Daulah 323 500 
Najmud Daulah (Narcm-o Dowla Sod 
jum ul I haw la). Nawab of Bengal, acces- 
»km and treat) with Coy xxili, xxv 137 
146- 148-9 1 4 3J2, 315 319 3 6-7 

4 A* 499 500 50 extortion* by mem 
lien of lknrd from. xsxJIL, 3'-, 36*. 335 
1S6, 4 *, 49*, 503 allowance* 33 501 

Clle* lew* »e, 349-9 dkx xs*r 430, 
43-f 449 

\akhudi (boat man. •ailra). 4|1 
\a«ry ( HJp), 6 236 lo*t, 14*. 165 30*. 
\ifublunm Co) • dinrou Id, 13 315 
3 6 417 j note* on 454 503 


Nary King of England*. donation by 
Mir /afar xxiil, 97-8. 134 5 147 148, 
178 216-7 356-7 437-8 469 stores, 40 
note on, 504 

Nazero-o-DowIa, set Najmud Daulah 
Near Nazrana (ceremonial present or 
gift), 180 345 

NegtaU, see Halngryi Is Land 
Neidrick, CapL Lt Paul, of artillery re- 
signs, 323. 

Nejib O Dowla, see Najlbud Daulah. 
Neptune (ship), 59 103 106, 115 369 423 
— CapL, see Steward, CapL Gabriel. 

New Fort, see Fort William. 

Aero Success (ship), in reived in illicit 
trade 200 

Nez-eranna see Nazrana 
Nicholson, John Lawson, writer 110 
NI co Ison, Robert, surgeon, 23 
Nldjuff Cawn see Najaf Khan 
Nixon, William, writer 110 
Nizam All Khan, ruler of Hyderabad 
actruliltioo of Northern Cl rears from 
32 7 500-1 friendly relations with 475 
N Las mat (office of rvirim or governor) 438. 
Nollckcns, Capt Tohn disabled, 275 
Noqueda, see Nakhuda 
Aojg/L (ship), 14 60 102, 198 203 205, 

North Ensign William to be court mar 
tlalled, 429 

Northern Cl rears, northern part of Madras 
Presidency acquisition of 327 500-1 
proposal re. communications between 
Bengal and, 390 
A orthmglom (ship), 196, 203 
Northumberland (ship), 102. 197 201 
Nottingham (ship) 103 1 63 1 64 4 , 6. 

440 Illicit trade aboard, 200-1 
Nudjecf Cawn Nudjeff Cawn, see Najaf 
khan. 

Nudjum ul Dowla, see Najmud Daulah. 
Nugent Capt William, 85 
Nund comar Nundocaraar see Natxta 
kumar 


Qirnu, at ratna, 451 2. 

Jld Fort see Fort William 
31dis Jama, Iron founder 51 2. 
Tmichand. bequest* by 27 8, 485 
Dntltrx (ship), 13 268 
3plum Dutch trade In, 17 78 119 I7« 
209 4J0 448 Coys monopoly I" 

^9 30 488 for Fort Marlbro 45 6 

144 TO 272, 30*. 319 328 365 447 [ 
Import banned In China 165 from 
Patna, 236. 

Ordnance see Arm* and Ammunition 
[>ri**a, Dmani granted to (-nr xtB ** 
33 propmed acquisition of northern 
part*, 390 

•Jim In (Ihlp). 59 S' '• "I n ID' 

I or 165 161 ’ll »' , , 

-Cipt. ut Vlnfrm Cjih. Frolerlcl 
:)mlt Sj.jli \«<lr n( ut HiuJmJ 
Daulah. 



1RDCX 


529 


Pacific (ship), 70 , 73, 75 , 84, 91 , 93 , 
197, 348, 360, 365, 403, 409, 412, 487 
— Capt , see Barkley, Capt C 
Pack, George, 4th mate of the Hector, 
114 

Padman, Lt Selby, 85 
Pagoda, rate of exchange with pound 
sterling, 216 

Palk, Robert, Governor of Madras, 327 , 
censured for illicit trade in diamonds, 
130 

Palmer, Capt Roger Fish, of the 
Vansittart, 198 

Panchottara (custom or toll-house for 
inland traffic), 3, 220 
Panch-Pahan, near Patna, battle at, xx 
Panther (HM ship), 102 
Pardoe, John, Director of E I Coy, 100, 
101, 116, 139, 164, 167, 168, 161, 192, 
195, 219, 227, 229, 231 
Pargana (tract of country comprising 
several villages), 80, 126, 159 
Parker, Capt John Neville, of infantry, 
41, 154 , to be court-martialled, 429 
Parliament, proposed enquiry into Indian 
affairs, 212-3, 228, 230, see also Act of 
Parliament 

Parry, Edward, writer, 211 
Parry, Rev William, chaplain at St John’s 
Church, Calcutta, 23, 276 , offered chap- 
laincy at Bombay, 35, reinstated, 416, 
ill-health, 463 

Parwana (grant, license or pass), 17, 54 
Patchoulhah, Patchowterah, see Panchot- 
tara 

Patna, Bihar, 397 , army, xix, xxxm, 
xxxiv, 96, 257-9, 261-2, 381-2, massacre, 
xix-xx, 258, 496 , opium trade, 1 7, 236, 
272, 302 , salt trade, 137 , barracks and 
factory buildings, 209, 372-3 , revenues, 
220 , losses due to war, 280 , restoration 
of French settlements, 316, 368 , salt- 
petre, 409 , mutmv, 432, 435 , memorial 
obelisk, 451-2 

— Chief, Member of Board permitted to 
hold post, 7 , see also Ellis, William , 
Middleton, Samuel H 
Pattle, Thomas, writer, 110 
Patty (ship), 479 
Pawson, William, writer, 110 
Paymaster of Sepoys m Garrison, salary, 
155 

Payne, Capt J , of the Ponsborne, 60, 403, 
487 

Peach, Maj Joseph, 44 , to be Lt Col of 
2nd Battalion, 50, 342, 351 , note on, 
502 

Pearce, Capt Thomas, of the Earl of 
Ashbumham, 103 

Pegu, Burma, Coy’s relations with, 411, 
timber from, 440 
Peiarce, John, writer, 81, 276 
Peiarce, Thomas, writer, 111 
Pelly, Capt Henry Hinde, of the Europe, 
198 

Pcmble (Pembles), Capt. Charles, of 
Bombay Detachment, besieges Chunar, 
xxn , Major, 129, 276, 343 , to be 

34 


C in C at Bombay, 166, 177, com- 
mended, 329, 343 , note on, 501 
Penman, David, cadet and engineer, 218 
Penny, Richard, gunner of the Hector, 
114 

Pepper, from Sumatra, 30 , Coy’s mono- 
poly on Malabar Coast, 78 
Perpet (kind of blue serge), 269 , for Arcot 
Nawab’s army, 64 

Persian Translator, salary, 155, see also 
Vansittart, George 

Persoon, Peter, pilot of the Ponsborne, re- 
signs, 442 

Perwanna, see Panvana 
Peters, Capt William, of the Plassey, 103 
Petrie, Lt John, part in ‘batta mutiny’, 
454 

Petrus, Arratoon, Khwaja, 18, 163 , note 
on, 484 

Phillips, Lt Robert, recalled, 84, 161 
Plurmaund, see Farman 
Phougedar, Phouzdar, see Faujdar 
Phousdarry, see Faujdarx 
Piearce, see Peiarce, John 
Piecegoods, for Coy’s settlements, 62-3, 
106-7, 203-4 

Piers, Lt James, of infantry, 41 
Pigot (ship), 59, 67, 87, 91, 93, 103, 106, 
108, 140, 141, 164, 235, 249, 250, 254, 
430, 440, 464, illicit trade aboard, 170-1, 
479 

— Capt, see Richardson, Capt George 
Pigou, Frederick, Director of E I Coy, 8, 
9, 35, 37, 44, 45, 56, 70, 93, 100, 101, 116, 
132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 168, 181, 192, 
195, 219, 227, 229, 231 
Pigou, Cap t P , of the British King, 249 , 
dismissed, 105 

Pigou, William Henry, writer, 201 
Pilots, paucity, 45 , emoluments, 404 
Pine Timber (fir timber), for marine, 202, 
415-6, from Bettiah, 450 
Pitt (ship), 102, 240 
Pitt’s Passage, Molucca Islands, 105 
Plaisted, Bartholomew, 453 , survey of 
Chittagong, 124 , representation re 
semonty, 150-1, 323, commended, 415, 
note on, 489 

Plassey (schooner), 95, 255 , sold, 269 
Plassey (ship), 103, 479 
Playdell, Charles Stafford, Member of 
Board, 5, 48, 57, 256, 260, 261, 266, 283, 
290, 293, 297, 313, 317, 323, Export- 
Warehouse-Keeper, 304 , extortion of 
presents from Najmud-Daulah, 352 , 
Chief of Chittagong, 354 , resigns, 472 , 
dismissed, 173, 225 

Plowman, Henry, attorney to H Vansit- 
tart, 68, 151, 412, 453 
Pocock, see Admiral Pocock 
Poher, Capt -Lt Anthony, Asst Chief 
Engineer, 21 , to be Chief Engineer, 
120, commended, 273 
Ponerack, Bihar, restoration to the French 
of plot at, 448 

Ponsborne (ship), 71, 75, 84, 91, 93, 229, 
348, 360, 364, 365, 367, 403, 406, 409, 422, 
439, 442, 487 

— Capt., sec Payne, Gipt J 
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Poona h Pooneah, tot Punyaha. 

Pork, for Fort Marlbro 64 107 204 
Port Royall (ship) 181 
Portuguese, the, restitution money paid 
to, 279 

Post and Fbstage between Bengal and 
Madras, 128, 276 462 port of Port 
Master to be abolished, 155 between 
Bengal tad Northern Ci rears, 390 
Poo chon Joseph, silk expert, S3 321 416 
administrator to Gideon Ferrand 92. 

1 Viand Sterling, exchange rates, 12, 178, 
179 21 J 216, 231 242- 
Powell Lt Wiliam. 85 
Precious Stones, registration of, 131 see 
also Diamonds. 

Presents, Coy's sarrants banned from 
accepting, xxxll ill 82, 147 331 352, 
412, 458 487 Boards control error 
acceptance by military officers, 361 re 
fond of, 472 see also Covenams. 
Preston Achilla, to be CoL, 51 
Preston, Ensign Thomas, 85. 

Price, Nathaniel, writer 211 
Price, William Andrew to return to 
Bombay 44 48 

Prices, of Imported necessaries fixed 407 
444 5. 

Prince George (ship) 25 
Prince Henry (ship), 45 
Prince of ll'ales (ship), 39 4 0 42, 44 45 
71 103 155 328*9 346, 357 364 409 
479 illldt trade aboard, 143-4 181 
— Copt, see A ber crumby Capt. Burnet 
Court, Capt. Jonathan. 

IWicess Augusta (ship), 10 301 347 
Principal Engineer see Chief Engineer 
Public Department, records of batla 
mutiny* kept In 435 

Public Works, 120-1 Inhabitants to share 
expenses of, 22, 149 cantonments, 209 
372 see also port WlUiatn Monuments. 
Pimyaha (annual meeting of direct rere 
nue payers at chief collector's office to 
dirt ermine amount of assessment), 126, 
184 185 220 at Calcutta, 405-6 at 
Munhidabad 426, 436, 449 
Purgunaah see Parrnna. 

Purling Charles Ihifchinson writer 68, 
0 371 

Purling John, Director of E. I Coy 8, 9 
15 37 44 45 56, 59 0 9J KM 101 

116 132, 138 139 164 167 168, 181 
192, 19J 219 227 229 231 
Purling. John, writer 211 
Purnea (Purrunla) Bihar 4 establish 
ment expcn«es — I 

Purnell (l*urnel), Thomas, *M 2J 4 2S0 

pjr WlIBam, writer 65 


Q iSIP (courier or messenger) 

Qjiim All Khan (Meet Crndm) Nawab of 
IV-nrsl, giies present* to Coy * servant*, 
xxvfi. 16., 191 confirm* double balls 
to Coys arms xxxir 4T* relation* 
with Jagat Seth 449 *06-7 complaint* 
•gain t illldt trade by Cm • tenant* 
alii! lx. Ill* tn. “8 136 189 1 ex 

tropt* all merchant* from paying dutie*. 


\\ 


Mx, 54 engagements with Coy's army 
xlx xx, 8, 46 256-7 325 orders massa 
ere at Patna, xlx xx, 258 451 496 
alliance with Shujaud Daulah, xx, 67 
77 245 252, 253 Coy's demand for hli 
surrender xx, xxi 133 263 294 313, 
496 his end, xxii and passim 

Qirtbandi (document re. fixed periodical 
payments of revenue or of a aebt), 135, 
220 249 295. 

QuickC, Capt. of the Devonjfttre 282, 
283 


Radh\cuia*ak Mltra (Radachurnd Metre), 
pardoned, 161 2 note on, 491 
Radhsnsgsr (Rrtdnagore) Mldnaporc Disu, 
Bengal, *Hk from, 408. 

Ramcfiaran (Kamchurn) 18 note on, 

484 

Ramnath (Ramnaut) ban lx of George 
Gray proceedings against, 387 416 

note on, 505 

RandaD Beniamin, free merchant, 88 
412. 

Raper Matthew Jr Member of China 
Council, 201 

Rtnrana (passport authorising goods to 
pass without payment of further duty) 
54 146. 

Ray Robert, writer 110 dies, 452. 
Records, maintenance and transmission 
28-9 157 159 to be restored to the 
French 36 Coy's Servants banned from 
privately sending copies to England 53 
161 Court to be furnished with copies 
of plans and surveys, 79 149-50 of 
batla mutiny’ preserved In Public Dept 
435 see also Accounts 
Red f earn, Wiliam, writer 1 10 
Redwood 365 366 422 
Reed, Capt Francis, of the Essex 60 
Reinhardt Walter (popularly Sombre or 
Sararu) surrender demanded on account 
of part In Patna massacre xx, xxll, 133 
258, 263 294 313 496 note oo, 490 
Pennell James, surveyor 275 note oo 
497 

Restitution by Mir Jafar xsM. 25 259 
260 295 437 438 accounts of 26-7 

87-8 158, 277-8, 418 criticised by 

Court 97-8, 132 3 147 148 1 notes on, 

485 489 495 497 

— Committee 463-4 468-9 
Ret son (Rltson). Edward writer MOj die*, 
452. 

Revel 1, Henry Member of China Council 
105 201 Resident at Canton. 106 20| Z 
Retell, Henry Jr writer 1/0. 

Revenge (ship) 26 8 
Revenues, eomml* Inn in \nmlttart oo, 
6, 40 *52 1 495 from Burdwafl, 

Chittagong. Mid na pore ami I I argana*, 

I 80 121-6 20) 2J7 71 3^ 353 

452. 4 7 3 4 94 enmmlidon In Covet 
nor of Bengal on. 49 159 46« 471 507 j 
fraud* In admlnl t rat Ion. 147 Hf 11° 
184-6 223-4 3SI 393 f fuf 

mem of nary donation front, 217 1 »i' 
factory condition, 3S0- 1 to Ik personally 
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supervised by Clive, 393-4 ; of Bengal 
and Bihar, 436 , subject dealt with bv 
Select Committee, 452 , see also Customs 
and Excise , Diwani , Trade 
Rice, for Madras, 235 , for Fort Marlbro’, 
270, 302 

Rice, Capt Dand, of the Dutton, 60 
Richardson, Capt George, of the Pigol, 
103, 170-1, 249, 254, 430 
Richardson, Capt William, of the Sole- 
bay, 40 

Riddell, Capt Thomas, of the Admiral 
Pocock, 198 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 441 
Ritson, see Retson 

Rncr, River of Bengal, see Hooghly River 
Roach, see Roch 

Roberts, John, Director of E I Coy, 44, 
45, 56, 59, 70, 93, 100, 101, 116, 132, 138, 
139, 164, 167, 168, 181, 192, 195, 219, 
227, 229, 231 

Robertson, Francis, Paymaster of Midna- 
pore Detachment, rewarded, 416-7 
Robertson, Lt Francis, attempts to escape 
deportation, 454 , note on, 507 
Robertson, George, writer, 68 
Robertson, James, cadet, 306 
Robinson, John, free merchant, 5, 265 
Roch (Roach), Capt Edward, of the Fort 
William , 11, 39, 156-7, 319-20, 323, re- 
called, 181 

Roddam, Capt Collingwood, of the Godol- 
plnn, 35, 60 

Roffc, Christopher, factor at Fort Marlbro’, 
82, 412 

Rogers, George, writer, 201 
Rogers, John, Chief Mate of the Caernar- 
von, dismissed, 114 

Rohillas, the, Shujaud-Daulah seeks re- 
fuge with, xxu , at Chapra congress, 
436 , see also Najibud-Daulah 
Rolitasgarh (Rotas), Shahabad Dist , 
Bihar, captured, 262 

Rooke, Giles, Director of E I Coy, 8, 9, 
35, 37, 44, 45, 70, 93 
Rosewell, John, writer, 68 
Ross, Capt Andrew, of the Ankerwyke, 

60 

Ross, Capt John, of infantry, 41 
Rous, Thomas, Director of E I Coy, 100, 
101, 116, 132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 195, 
219, 227, 229, 231 , Member of Secret 
Committee, 38, 94, 102, 140, 169, 197 , 
Chairman, 44, 45, 56, 59, 70, 93 , Dy 
Chairman, 168, 181, 192 
Rous, Capt Thomas Bates, of the Bri- 
tannia, 103, 114 

Rous, William, Member of China Council, 
61, 105, 201 , Resident at Canton, 62, 
106, 202 

Rowana, Rowanna, see Rawana 
Rowe, Lt — , resigns, 37 
Roy Dolub, Roy Dullub, Roy Dulub, Roy- 
doolub, see Durlabhram Mahindra 
Royal Captain (ship), 60, 62, 63, 70, 75, 
84, 85, 197, 347, 348 
— Capt, see Tanner, Capt Nathaniel 
Royal Charlotte (ship), 60, 61, 62, 93, 94, 
403 

— Capt, see Clements, Capt John, 


Royal George (ship), 33, 33, 43, 46, 47, 59, 
60, 71, 72, 87, 404, 479 
— Capt , see Skottowe, Capt Nicholas 
Rumbold, Thomas, commended, xxxm, 
363 , Member of Board, 453 , Madras 
civilians resent his appointment, 475 , 
note on, 507 
Rupee — 

— Bombay, rate of exchange with pound 
sterling; 216 

— Current, rate of exchange with pound 
sterling, 178, 179, 215, 216, 231, 242 
— Das-Masa (rupee weighing about 170 
grains), 441 

— Sanwat (rupee which has been current 
more than one year), 414 , profit from 
recoining of, 127, batta on, 449 
— Sihka (silver currency of kings of Delhi 
adopted bv other Indian princes, and 
eventually by E I Coy), fixing value 
of, 126-7, 210, 367 , rate of discount, 
277, 279 , and passim 
Russell, Claud, transferred from Madras 
to Bengal as Member of Board, 173, 174, 
217, 225, 362, 388, 392, 399, 420, 421, 
430, 464, 479 , Clive’s recommendation, 
336, arrnal expected, 394, commended 
as Secy to Board, 414 , resigns, 453 
Russians, the, 249 , note on, 495 
Rutlege, — •, surgeon, 453-4 


Sagf, Isaac, Resident at Benares, 413, 
414 

Saidabad, Murshidabad Dist, Bengal, res- 
toration of French factory at, 316, 349 
Saifud-Daulah, succeeds as Nawab of 
Bengal, xxxv, 430, 438 , treaty with, 
449, 506 , to share expenses of Coy’s 
army, 461 

St Helena, ships for, 60, 61, 103, 197 , 
slaves for, 71 , provisions for, 104, 1 09- 
10, 240, 250, 283, 307, 318, 443 , scarcity 
at, 141 , recruits for, 213 
St Iago, see Santiago 
Salami (comphmehtary present), 150, 320 
Salisbury (ship), 60, 61, 70, 71, 196 
Salt, trade by Coy’s servants and its 
regulation, xvm, xix, xxix, xxxi, 7, 54, 
97, 98, 101, 136, 137, 146, 148, 189, 33 1, 
340, 356, 383, 394-6, 438, 469, 502, 505, 
duty on, xxui, 493, 496 , revenue from, 
22, 80, 273, 431 

Salted Provisions, for St Helena, 104, 443 
Saltpetre, 67, 318, 365, 366, Dutch trade, 

1 7, 78, 272, 369 , refining, 76 , for 
Bombay and Madras, 66, 95, 255, 270, 
281, 301, 328, 348, 349, 422, quantity 
sent to England, 110, 209, 409, for the 
French, 350, 410, distribution, 446-7, 
448 , Coy’s monopoly, 488 
Samru, see Reinhardt, Walter 
Samson, Capt Brook, of the Hardwicke, 
33, 60 

Sanad (deed of grant by Goit of office, 
privilege or right), 169, 245, 293, 312, 
314, 327, 344, 353, 430, 463 
Sandys, Capt John, of the Norfolk, 198 
Santiago (St Iago), island. Cape Verde 
Islands, 424, 441, 
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Sandpur N*dia Din., Bengal, cloth from, 

Sana (Sarong), BIh*r 282. 

Sarhemg (tkipper of «n Indian ihip), 443 
Sarraf (money-changer banker) 210 
Satin*, for Ba*ra 63 
Sa under*. Cant, David, of the Grotvcnor 
60 

Saundcr*. Thomai, Director of R I. Coy 
100 10! lie 132, 138 139 164 167 
168, 181 192, 195 219 227 229 231 


Sarngc, Henry Director of R L Coy 44 
45, 56 59 /0 100 101 116 132, 138 
139 164 167 168, 181 192, 195 219 
227 229 Member of Secret Committee 
38 94 102, 140 169 197 
Savage, John writer 68 die*, 453 
Scarlin Capt. Roger of Infantry 41 
Sclndy ire Sind 

Scotland, Copt Jaroe*, resigns, 371 417 
Scott Capt Alexander Matter Attendant, 
15 die*, 358. 

Scott, Ij David, promoted, 305 
Scott, George, Councillor at Fort Marlhro 
151 

Scrafton, Lake, Director of R I Coy 100 
101 116 132 138, 139 164 167 168 

181 192, 195 219 227 229 
Sea Horse (thin), 15 

Scngrare, I*t John of HA! < 79th Reg! 



Searle. John, Member of China Council, 

61 6l 


Seat*, tee J*gat Seth*. 

Secretary ire Fort William Board 
Secret a nr 

Select Committee, *ee Fort William 
Board, Select Commit tee. 

Senior Avcaniu* William, MetnbeT of 
Board, 5, 48 57 extortion of present* 
from Najmud Daulah. 352 Chief of 
Co* imbaiar 367 Incompetence 391 
resign*, 362, 371 380 dUmlued, 173 
return* to England, 398. 

Sepor* proportion with Furopean Infantry 
to be maintained 326 474 

Seram pore (Fred erickna gore), Hooghlr 

DItt Bengal 450 

Servant* F- ! Coy *, participation in 
Inland trade and It* regulation xrill- 
xlx, xxvlll xxxil 3-4 “-8 32, 54 5 7 

97 10| 135-7 14* 146-7 148 183 90 
194 64 5 340-1 356 394 7 431 433 

48J 49"* 3 496 to execute covenant* 


lunnlng oeeeptanee of prr*ent xxxll 
HI <3-4 Jfi, $ 147 11V 187 331 3<„ 

412. 4<8, 487 re*ent appointment of 
civilian* from Madra*. xxxlli, II 7ZS 
3«3-9 393 banned from privately 

•ending abroad topic* of Coy t remnU, 
53 161 rrtnhmev* in duty 41. 301 
Court ctltlrive corruption and Indbel 
rlinc 93 9 10) 134 < 16 1 1~-8 J84 
18 190 1 |91 **09 I 4-6. 2 8» servant* 

above rank of writer* to attend L Shu 
hr motion l|9 to *er>d letter* through 
proper channel. 1"*0 question of 
irlntfatrd tenant*, I 7 “*74 cnoOdm 


rial report* to be rent to Court, 132 
management of aurangt, 144 323 396-7 
446 460 4/0 allowance*. 155-6, 439 
not to hold two gratuity pom 

•imultnneouily 156, 460 free merchant* 
not to be entertained a*, 166 restric 
tion* on remittance* to Europe, 180 
214-6, 363 381 not to hold land*, 
186 Clive • crltldjm of Bengal 

civilian*, 330-3, 336-7 339-40 343-4 
362 3 391 3 394 396, 398-9 400-2 
need for enlarging establishment, 372 
restriction* re. conduct toward* Indian*, 
382 subscription for r batta mutiny’ bv 
414 428, 432, 434 458 to refund com- 
mission* and allowance*, 471 2 tee also 
Army QiapUln* Fort William Board 
Surgeon* Writer*. 

Shah A lam. Join* Mir Qaslm against Coy 
xx^ xxl, 67 77 245-6 252 overture* for 
peace, xxl, xxill 261 2, 263 grant of 
kora and Allahabad to xxl! xxlr 474 
eesrion of Chari pur Benares etc. and 
payment of war expeme* to Coy xxili 
291 2, 293 294 324 5 413 463, 490 492, 
498 grant* Drawn/ to Coy xxlr xxxv 
183 353 433 Coy 1 * tribute to xxlr 
337 477-8 j Court critldre rettlement 
with. 133-4 137 145 147 present to 
Camac from, 194 332, 361 493 project 
of recovering Delhi and Coy** oppost 
t Ion, 227 390 437 474 507 to pav 
army expense* to Coy '’95 314 46) 
and passim. 

Shakespeare, John, writer 211 

Shalloon*, for Ba*ra 63 

Sherbum, Joseph writer 211 

Sheriff of Calcutta See Majendle, William 

Sherinck MaJ Richard Commander of 
IIJVI ■ 84th Regiment 238 49 254 

Shemcn, William Junior merchant, die*, 
453 

Shipping movement* of »hlp* 10 59-62, 
71 3 94-5, KP-6, 109 117 1389 140-2, 
163-4 164 5 168 / 0 196-203 217 229 
235-6 240 248-9 254 5 26" 9 281 300 2, 
307 318-20 346-9 357-8 359-60 364 7 
403-4 4 22 3 4 25-6 440 464 478-9 

a g reement* with owner* II 3 captain* 
not to arre*t unlicensed perron* In Fan 
Indie* 13 drftdmde* In cargo 13-4 
measure* for protection of 14 43 

losses due to detention 38 condl 
tlon* foe dl poval 39 hired for 
purchase of slave* 40 shlp-buildlnr 
73-4 l|8 404 441 2 marine itore*. 74 
118 159 account*, 79 156-7 160 18-9 
timber foe '’O 4 1 5-6 : restriction* on 

remittance* hr captain*, 214 wage* ed 
crew 404 405 443 malpractice* of 

captain* re tale of Imported nccc'tanr* 
40 pa *enger fare* to England. 407 • 
malpractice* of owner* of Iran 
•hip* 424 Iwoy* In the Ilonghlv 4413 
proposed rnmtroctlon of wharf ** 
Mavaput Reach 443 : *er IkwV J 
Hooghlv Biter Mater Attend*"! I 
Blflli Tra !e . , 

Shitab Ral (CWubroy Chluabror 
Shiubroy), N aib Divan e>f B har 
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221. negotiations with Shujaud Dnulnh 
through, 262 , note on. *191 
Slmc*. for -trim, f 1 8-9, 2 06, 269. 444, 474 
Mirunpton 1 t |olin, of infnntrv, -II 
Shroff sic Satraf 

Miujaud Dnulnh. Nnunb Va 7 ir of Oudh. 
im istoti of Buig.il in nllnnrc with Mir 
Q •'•nn. \\. 67. 77, 2-1 =7, 2=12, 251. war 
operations and term*: of jicacc, w-wii, 
91 256 7 2 IS, 260 -1, 292. 294. Ml 4. 317, 
124 1, 496 treatv of Allahabad, \\u, 
1S1. H14. Ill 414. 411, 477. 492. 501 . 
<o\’s agreement with Shah Alain re 
territories of. win, 1 11 4. 137 144-5, 

291-2 291, 124-5, 490, 492 fricndh 

relatione with Co\, 227, 390. seeks 
refuse with Nnjibtni-D.atilah. 125, 500, 
at ( hapr.a congress, 436 7, 506 . the 
chargee obhgatione tow.anle Co\. 437, 
449 to be aided .againet the M.ar.atlne, 
474-5 and />tmn» 

SicCii etc Rupee, SiU a 
Silk S3 173 front Coeeunb.a/nr, 16, 121. 
40S 400 , demand for, S8 , for Ruigal, 
106-7 

Silver for Chun, 65, refining of, 126 
Sind (Scindv). goods for, 63, 107, 204 , 
saltpetre from, 110 

Singhiva (Singhia), Jlilnr. restoration of 
Trench factors at. 350, 44S 
Sirajud-Datil.ah, Naw.ab of Bengal, renews 
Cos’s privilege of dutv-frec trade, \\i\ 
Sircar (subdivision of a province com- 
prising several parganas , district), 282 
Skinner, Ensign Mcxnndcr, to be deported, 
454 

Skottowc Capt Nicholas, of the Roxal 
George, 3S, 60, 72, 479 
Slaves, from Africa for Fort Marlbro’, II, 
39, 40, 60, 71, 357, 404 , trade in, 92, 
483 

Smith, Capt John, of the Hampshire, 103 
Smith, Capt Nathaniel, of the Lord 
Camden, 103, 140 

Smith, Richard, Director of E I Coy, 70 
Smith, Col Richard, of 2nd Battalion at 
Allahabad, wxm, 50, 51, 350, 390, 427, 
435, 437, 461 , to be Member of Board, 

1 74, 176, to be recalled, 227 , representa- 
tion by, 351-2, 503, note on, 487 
Smith, Thomas, Member of China Coun- 
cil, 61, 105, 201 , Resident at Canton, 62, 
106 

Smith, Capt Thomas Frederick, 305 
Smith, William, gunpowder expert, 75 
Smith, Capt William, of the Houghton, 
198 

Snell, William, Director of E I Coy, 8, 
9, 35, 37, 45, 59, 70, 93 
Society of Trade, regulation of inland 
trade by, xxxi-ii, 383, 469-70, 502, 503-4, 
505 , see also Trade 
Solcbay (ship), 40, 45, 202, 357, 372 
Sombre, see Reinhardt, Walter 
Son (Soane) River, 257, 262 
Sonant, Sonnaut Rupee, see Rupee, 
Sanwat 

Sooty, Mir Qasim defeated at, xix 
Soubadary, see Subahdan 


Sotdmh, i c Sabah, sec Jafar Ail Khan , 
Qasim All Khan 

Smija Dow la, Sotijah Dow lab, see Shujaud 
Daulali 

Spain, 30 430 

Spent tr (ship), 59, 103, 107, 164, 240, 440 
—C-apt, stc Dewar, Capt James 
Specie, see Bullion 
S perdu ell (ship), 14 

SpcU (ship), 71, 84, 91, 93, 348, 360, 365, 
403, 479, 487 

Spencer, John, Second in Conned, 5, 6, 240, 
260, 261, 266, 283 , Member of Select 
Committee, 8, arrives in Bengal, 256, 
Governor of Bengal, win, 253, 290, 293, 
297, 313, 317, 323, 329, 496, extortion 
of presents from Najmud-Daulah, 352, 
498 9, to return to Bombav, 44, 48, 56, 
347, 498 , administration criticised, 

147 8, dismissed, 173, property to be 
confiscated, 191 . pajment of dues to, 
369 , note on, 491 

Staadcn, D Van, claims of, 27, 2S0 
Stables, Capt John, resigns, 371 
Stainforth, Capt John, 85 , to be tried 
for designs on Clive’s life, 429, 454, 
note on, 506 

Stavelv, Samuel, chaplain, 23 
Steel, for Cov’s settlements, 62-4, 106-7, 
203-4 , illicit trade in, 181, 200 
Steers, William, factor, dies, 275 
Stephenson, John, Director of E I Coy, 
100, 101, 116, 132, 138, 139, 164, 167, 
168, 181, 192, 195 

Steward, Capt Gabriel, of the Neptune, 
103 

Stewart, Hugh, Councillor at Fort 
Marlbro’, 151 

Stibbcrt, Maj Giles, 275 , representation 
In, 305, captures Chunargnrh, 314, 
confirmed, 351 

Stoddard, Francis, writer, 110 
Stone, Lt-Fircvorker John, of artillery, 41 
Sturgcs, Lt Thomas, 44, 50 
Sub-Accountant, 52, 367 , junior servants 
encouraged to qualify as, 82 , plea for 
suitable emoluments, 414 , see also 
Barvvell, Richard , Witts, Richard 
Subah (short form of subahdar, i e 
viceroy), see Jafar Ah Khan , Qasim 
Ah Khan 

Subahdan, Subaslnp (office of subahdar, 
i c governor or viceroy), 43, 46, 54, 55, 
56, 57, 162, 173, 191, 245, 449 
Success (ship), 33, 39, 40, 42, 44, 45, 267, 
486, agreement with owner, 11-3, 71, 
illicit trade aboard, 143-4, discharged, 
268, 301 

— Capt, see Gardmer, Capt Henry 
Suia Dowlah, Suja O Dowla, Sujah- 
Doula, Sujah Dowlah, see Shujaud- 
Daulah 

Sulivan (ship), 33 

Suhvan, Laurence, Director of E I Coy 
44 , differences with Clive, xxvii , Dv 
Chairman, 8, 9, 35, 37 , Member of 
Secret Committee, 38 
Sulu Island (Xolo), Philippines, trade with, 
149 , note on, 491 
Sumatra, see Fort Marlbro’ 



534 


INDEX 


Sumner Wiliam BrightweD Second In 
Grand!, 43 48 57 58 174 373 397 
430 arrangement for Toy age, 52 take* 
charge, 347 Member of Select Com 
mitt re, 55, 176 on revenue* of 24 Par 

S na*, 223 difference* with dire, 225 
0-1 398 Spencer'* protest against 

lupertetilon by 298-9 on Middleton 
as Resident at Mur* hid* bad, 354 on 
enlar gem ent of F W Board, 355 
member of committee of inland, trade 
356 resigns and retum* to England, 
463 476 note on, 498. 

Sumro, s« Reinhardt, Walter 
Surmaul see Rupee Samrtit 
Sunnudt lee Sanad. 

Superintendent of Bricks, abolition of 
office of 121 451 
Surat, Gujarat rerenue* of 327 
Surgeons, 40 68-9 87 3 99 111 213 413 
453-4 promotion*, 23 34 •trength 

reduced, 156 allowance*, 276, 460 461 
contract re. hospital charges, 414 
Sur v e yo r of Public Roads (Superintendent 
of Road*), abolition of office of 121 451 
Surreys, of the Hooghly 73, 92, 405 442, 
488 Court to be fttmlibed with copies, 
i9 149 50 of Chittagong 124-5 
Sutmna Wargantta (snow), capture and 
accounts, 33 78-9 

Sainton, Capt. Archibald, commended, 
138 resigns, 37 1 note on 494-5 
Seda bad, see Saldabad. 

Svf ul Dowlah. Svfal Dowlah, Syf-o-Dow 
lah, see Salfud tiaabh. 

Svkes, Fraud i Member of Board, 5, 6, 
48 57 1 4 373 420 421 departure for 
Bengal 43 52 takes charge. 347 

revenue administration, xxt 217 220 
363 473 Member of Select Committee, 
55 1 6 390 391 Resident at Munh Ida- 
bad 339 354 36 ! 382, 503 

Chief of Co* lira bazar 371 380-1 

Clbe « praise for 398 note on 502. 
Synmg *ee Sarhong 
Syren ( hip), 404 


T*rrrT\ (taffatle) investment In, 16 
Talbot ( hip), 196, 347 348 
Tamar (frigate), 58 

Tantbaoh (alignment upon revenue) 414 
Tanner Cant. Nathaniel, of the Royal 
Captain 60 
Teep see Tip 

Tenet iffe 1 land mieneriffc Iibnd) 
Canarv 1 bnd 181 »hlps for 103 
*lne temn "*03 205- 
Thaikrrav Wiliam Makepeace writer 
110 

Thartrt (hln) 60 6 I 91 196 347 

40) 

— Cjpt„ ue Hagglt, Capt Charier 
Thomas (Thom ) | j James of Infantry 
4 1 question of rank. I "*0 30 28— 
Thoma Thomas. Mrtnlvf of China 
Council 61 6 01 

Thomson Ij Char In of Infantry 41 
Thatn'on, Capt Centre of the Calcutta 
19* 


Thornton, William, Director of E. I. Coy 
35 37 70 

Thoneby Richard, Chief Mate of the 
Falmouth die*, 423. 

Thresher (ship), sold, 441 
Tibt Chaod Rai (TIfluckchund), Raja of 
Burdwan, 489 revenue accounts, 121 2, 
123 150 459 allowance* to Coy'* *er 
rants, 472. 

Tilbury (ship) 59 60, 61 63 69 70 71 
84 65 88, 197 347 348 
— Capt., tee Main waring, Capt. Roger 
Timber trade by Coy'* servants, xrfli 
from Batavia, 144 235 from Pegu, 440 
see also Pine Timber 
Tin, for Coy** settlements, 62, 64 107 

204 j tale, 322, 444 

Tinker Commodore T B^ 178 268 270 
306, 307 356, 357 assist* In quelling 
mutlor 67 247 participate* In pro- 
ceeding* of FW Board, 129 donation 
to the squadron of, 216, 469 com 
mended, 236-7 to return to England 
265. 

Tip (promissory note) 162 370 
Tipping George, payment of due* of, 25 
Tobacco, trade by Coy** ten-ant* and It* 
regulation sdlf, xxlx, 7 54 97 98 101 
136 137 146 148, 189 331 34 0 383 
395 438, 469 502. 

Toour Ensign 8 winy 85 
To pass (loldlcr or artilleryman of Indo- 
Portuguetc origin), 372. 

Torln Benjamin, Member of China Coun 
dl, 105 201 Resident at Canton 106, 
201 1 

Tocrlanc Hillary Member of China Coun 
dl, 105 

Tottinghara, Capt John or Jnfantnr 41 
Touron, Cochin China 366 
Toner of Ixmdon 126 450 note on 
489-90 

Trade, Ira port -export trade through foreign 
•hips, 28 prime person i not to trade 
in Coy’s new acquisition* 55 j In 
Eaitcm Seas, 149 fixation of price* of 
Imported necessaries, 407 444-5 j see 
•ho Custom* and Excite Dutch Free 
Merchants French. 

— E. 1 Cor* monopoly In Sumatra and 
Bihar **> 30 489 j goodi for Tarino* 
settlements, 62-4 74-6. 106-9 1 18-9 

20J-7 69 *“0 see alto Cloth C o pper t 

Customs and Excise j Investment Iron j 
I .rad Opium Pepper Saltpetre Ship- 
ping Silk j Steel Tin Woollen flood*. 
— Illicit regulation of x\ll xlx, xxri 11 

“8 54 5 259 60 264 5 340-1 356, 361 
394 7 4 31 438 46 469 4 0-1 49’ 3 
496 W t Coy’s servants criticised for 
zxlii, xxrill xxx 3 4 32. 7 97 OS, 101 
135-7 146-7 14t 184-9 193-4 311 
483 hy free merchant* 5 Hljlyeom 
mander* nf ships 69 0 104 5 113-5 
139-40 14 -4 160 1 0 1 180-1 V# | 

6S9 407 4’4 425 441 4*9 In dis 
mood*. 130-1 la arms and ammunlikm 
194 4 4 *ee also Beicl nut j Daitak 
Salt Society of Trade j Tnlucm 
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Treasure for Cov's settlements, 45. 64, 65. 
107 for Chiu i, 91, 117, 179 SO, drain 
from Bengal, 221-2 , sec also Bullion 
luiMir\, state man* re, 565 4, 597, 420. 
464 

Trrtti of Paris (Definitive Treat \ of 
}\ic<.), implementation of, 56 7, 38 
1 nchinnpnh, Matin*. 3S2 
In ton (<liip). 19S, 201, 205. 204 
//or Union (ship) 60. 72, S4, 95, 197, 404 
“(’-apt, st i Crichton, Capt 1 honi is 
lr\on, Capt William, of the Deptford, 
105 

1 ulhc, I t Isaac, 42. 1 50 
Inllic, 1unoth\, Director of 1 I Co\, S, 
0, 5 5, 57 

I tinea i , see 7 anl In ah 
T "intv four Bargains (Calcutta lands, 
Calcutta Pcrguntiahs), revenue ndmims 
t ra t ion, 21, 22, SO, 124, 125 6, 185 6, 223, 
585 4, 452, 494 , accounts, 87 , survey, 
140 50, st i also Zamindar 


Um.t \ Nullah (Udanala), Sant.tl Parga 
n is Dist , Bengal, Mir Qasim defeated 
at, \i\, 486 

Upton, Capt John, of infantry, 41 
Usoff Cmn, see 1 tistif Khan 


Vaixxiini : ( ship ), 102 , 24s 

Van Staden, Van St.a.adcn, see Staaden, D 
Van 

VanricII, Lt C, 282 

Vansiltarl (ship), 10, 20, 27, 30, 35, 102, 
198, 201, 254, 267, 300, 318, illicit trade 
aboard, 113-4 

Vansittart, George, Persian Translator, 
344 , commissar) for restoring French 
possessions, 349 

Vinsittart, Henr), Governor of Bengal, 5, 
42, 244, 246, 248, 250, 251, 260, 261, 496 , 
agreement with Mir Qasim re inland 
trade, xvm-i\, 8, 483, 492-3, 500 , ac- 
cepts present from Mir Qasim, xxxn , 
commission on revenues, 6, 240, 252-3, 
303, 495, given special powers, 9, 32, 
497 , differences with Camac, 152, 317, 
500 , resignation and departure for 
England, 253, 266, 283, 290, 496 

— Attorney of, sec Plowman, Henry 

Vazcillc, Ensign John Anthony, 85 

Velvets, for Coy’s settlements, 106 

Venereal Disease, preventive measures 
against, 460-1 

Vcrelst, Harry, on Bengal revenues, xxvi , 
on misconduct of Coy’s servants, xxvm , 
Member of Board, 5, 48, 57, 174, 420, 
421, 430, 464, 479, Member of Select 
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